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JHE  greatest  of  English  historians,  Macaulay,  and  one  of  the  most  brilliant  writers  of 
the  present  century,  has  said:  "The  history  of  a  country  is  best  told  in  a  record  of  the 
lives  of  its  people/'  In  conformity  with  this  idea  thb  Portrait  and  Biographical 
Record  of  this  county  has  been  prepared.  Instead  of  going  to  musty  records,  and 
taking  therefrom  dry  statistical  matter  that  can  be  appreciated  by  but  few,  oui 
corps  of  writers  have  gone  to  the  people,  the  men  and  women  who  have,  by  theii 
enterprise  and  industry,  brought  the  county  to  rank  second  to  none  among  those 
comprising  this  great  and  noble  State,  and  from  their  lips  have  the  story  of  their  life 
struggles.  No  more  interesting  or  instructive  matter  could  be  presented  to  an  intelli-  ' 
gent  public.  In  this  volume  will  be  found  a  record  of  many  whose  lives  are  worthy  the 
imitation  of  coming  generations.  It  tells  how  some,  commencing  life  in  poverty,  by 
industry  and  economy  have  accumulated  wealth.  It  tells  how  others,  with  limited 
advantages  for  securing  an  education,  have  become  learned  men  and  women,  with  an 
influence  extending  throughout  the  length  and  breadth  of  the  land.  It  tells  of  men  who 
have  risen  from  the  lower  walks  of  life  to  eminence  as  statesmen,  and  whose  names  have 
become  famous.  It  tells  of  those  in  every  walk  in  life  who  have  striven  to  succeed,  and 
records  how  that  success  has  usually  crowned  their  efforts.  It  tells  also  of  many,  very 
many,  who,  not  seeking  the  applause  of  the  world,  have  pursued  "the  even  tenor  of  their  way,"  content 
to  have  it  said  of  them  as  Christ  said  of  the  woman  performing  a  deed  of  mercy — "they  have  done  what 
they  could."  It  tells  how  that  many  in  the  pride  and  strength  of  young  manhood  left  the  plow  and  the 
anvil,  the  lawyer's  office  and  the  counting-room,  left  every  trade  and  profession,  and  at  their  country's 
call  went  forth  valiantly  "to  do  or  die,"  and  how  through  their  efforts  the  Union  was  restored  and  peace 
once  more  reigned  in  the  land.  In  the  life  of  every  man  and  of  every  woman  is  a  lesson  that  should  not 
be  lost  upon  those  who  follow  after. 

Coming  generations  will  appreciate  this  volume  and  preserve  it  as  a  sacred  treasure,  from  the  fact 
that  it  contains  so  much  that  would  never  find  its  way  into  public  records,  and  which  would  otherwise  be 
inaccessible.  Great  care  has  been  taken  in  the  compilation  of  the  work  and  every  opportunity  possible 
given  to  those  represented  to  insure  correctness  in  what  has  been  written,  and  the  publishers  flatter  them- 
selves that  they  give  to  their  readers  a  work  with  few  errors  of  consequence.  In  addition  to  the  biograph 
ical  sketches,  portraits  of  a  number  of  representative  citizens  are  given. 

The  faces  of  some,  and  biographical  sketches  of  many,  will  be  missed  in  this  volume.  For  this  the 
publishers  are  not  to  blame.  Not  having  a  proper  conception  of  the  work,  some  refused  to  give  the 
information  necessary  to  compile  a  sketch,  while  others  were  indifferent.  Occasionally  some  member  of 
the  family  would  oppose  the  enterprise,  and  on  account  of  such  opposition  the  support  of  the  interested 
one  would  be  withheld.  In  a  few  instances  men  could  never  be  found,  though  repeated  calls  were  made 
at  their  residence  or  place  of  business. 

March,    1895.  Record  Publishino  Co. 
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'he  Father  of  our  Country  was  born  in  West- 
moreland County,  Va.,  February  22,  1732. 
His  parents  were  Augustine  and  Mary  (Ball) 
Washington.  The  family  to  which  he  belonged 
has  not  been  satisfactorily  traced  in  England. 
His  great-grandfather,  John  Washington,  emi- 
grated to  Virginia  about  1657,  ^^^  became  a 
prosperous  planter.  He  had  two  sons,  Lawrence 
and  John.  The  former  married  Mildred  Warner, 
and  had  three  children,  John,  Augustine  and 
Mildred.  Augustine,  the  father  of  George,  first 
married  Jane  Butler,  who  bore  him  four  children, 
two  of  whom,  I^awrence  and  Augustine,  reached 
maturity.  Of  six  children  by  his  second  mar- 
riage, George  was  the  eldest,  the  others  being 
Betty,  Samuel,  John  Augustine,  Charles  and 
Mildred. 

Augustine  Washington,  the  father  of  George, 
died  in  1743,  leaving  a  large  landed  property. 
To  his  eldest  son,  I^awrence,  he  bequeathed  an 
estate  on  the  Potomac,  afterwards  known  as  Mt. 
Vernon,  and  to  George  he  left  the  parental  resi- 
dence. George  received  only  such  education  as 
the  neighborhood  schools  afforded,  save  for  a 
short  time  after  he  left  school,  when  he  received 
private  instruction  in  mathematics.  His  spelling 
was  rather  defective.  Remarkable  stories  are 
told  of  his  great  physical  strength  and  develop- 
ment at  an  early  age.  He  was  an  acknowledged 
\eader  among  his  companions,  and  was  early 
QOted  for  that  nobleness  of  character,  fairness  and 
veracity  which  characterized  his  whole  life. 

When  George  was  fourteen  years  old  he  had  a 
desire  to  go  to  sea,  and  a  midshipman's  warrant 
was  secured  for  him,  but  through  the  opposition 
of  his  mother  the  idea  was  abandoned.    Two 


years  later  he  was  appointed  surveyor  to  the  im- 
mense estate  of  Lord  Fairfax.  In  this  business 
he  spent  three  years  in  a  rough  frontier  life, 
gaining  experience  which  afterwards  proved  very 
essential  to  him.  In  1751,  though  only  nineteen 
years  of  age,  he  was  appointed  Adjutant,with  the 
rank  of  Major,  in  the  Virginia  militia,  then  being 
trained  for  active  service  against  the  French  and 
Indians.  Soon  after  this  he  sailed  to  the  West 
Indies  with  his  brother  I^awrence,  who  went  there 
to  restore  his  health.  They  soon  returned,  and 
in  the  summer  of  1752  Lawrence  died,  leaving  a 
large  fortune  to  an  infant  daughter,  who  did  not 
long  survive  him.  On  her  demise  the  estate  of 
Mt.  Vernon  was  given  to  George. 

Upon  the  arrival  of  Robert  Dinwiddle  as  Lieu- 
tenant-Governor of  Virginia,  in  1752,  the  militia 
was  reorganized,  and  the  province  divided  into 
four  military  districts,  of  which  the  northern  was 
assigned  to  Washington  as  Adjutant-General. 
Shortly  after  this  a  very  perilous  mission,  which 
others  had  refused,  was  assigned  him  and  ac- 
cepted. This  was  to  proceed  to  the  French  post 
near  Lake  Erie,  in  northwestern  Pennsylvania. 
The  distance  to  be  traversed  was  about  six  hun- 
dred miles.  Winter  was  at  hand,  and  the  journey 
was  to  be  made  without  military  escort,  through 
a  territory  occupied  by  Indians.  The  trip  was  a 
perilous  one,  and  several  times  he  nearly  lost  his 
life,  but  he  returned  in  safety  and  furnished  a  fiill 
and  useful  report  of  his  expedition.  A  regiment 
of  three  hundred  men  was  raised  in  Virginia  and 
put  in  command  of  Col.  Joshua  Fry,  and  Maj. 
Washington  was  commissioned  Lieutenant-Colo- 
nel. Active  war  was  then  begun  against  the 
French  and  Indians^  iu  which  Washington  took 
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a  most  important  part.  In  the  memorable  event 
of  July  9,  1755,  known  as  ''Braddock's  defeat," 
Washington  was  almost  the  only  officer  of  dis- 
tinction who  escaped  from  the  calamities  of  the 
day  with  life  and  honor. 

Having  been  for  five  years  in  the  military  serv- 
ice, and  having  vainly  sought  promotion  in  the 
royal  army,  he  took  advantage  of  the  fall  of  Ft.  Du- 
quesne  and  the  expulsion  of  the  French  from  the 
valley  of  the  Ohio  to  resign  his  commission.  Soon 
after  he  entered  the  Legislature,  where,  although 
not  a  leader,  he  took  an  active  and  important 
part.  January  17,  1759,  he  married  Mrs.  Martha 
(Dandridge)  Custis,  the  wealthy  widow  of  John 
Parke  Custis. 

When  the  British  Parliament  had  closed  the 
port  of  Boston,  the  cry  went  up  throughout  the 
provinces,  ' '  The  cause  ot  Boston  is  the  cause  of 
us  alll  "  It  was  then,  at  the  suggestion  of  Vir- 
ginia, that  a  congress  of  all  the  colonies  was 
called  to  meet  at  Philadelphia  September  5, 
1774,  to  secure  their  common  liberties,  peaceably 
if  possible.  To  this  congress  Col.  Washington 
was  sent  as  a  delegate.  On  May  10,  1775,  the 
congress  re-assembled,  when  the  hostile  inten- 
tions of  England  were  plainly  apparent.  The 
battles  of  Concord  and  Lexington  had  been  fought, 
and  among  the  first  acts  of  this  congress  was  the 
election  of  a  commander-in-chief  of  the  Colonial 
forces.  This  high  and  responsible  office  was  con- 
ferred upon  Washington,  who  was  still  a  member 
of  the  congress.  He  accepted  it  on  June  19,  but 
upon  the  express  condition  that  he  receive  no  sal- 
ary. He  would  keep  an  exact  account  of  ex- 
penses, and  expect  congress  to  pay  them  and 
nothing  more.  It  is  not  the  object  of  this  sketch 
to  trace  the  military  acts  of  Washington,  to  whom 
the  fortunes  and  liberties  of  the  people  of  this 
country  were  so  long  confided.  The  war  was 
conducted  by  him  under  every  possible  disadvan- 
tage; and  while  his  forces  often  met  with  reverses, 
yet  he  overcame  every  obstacle,  and  after  seven 
years  of  heroic  devotion  and  matchless  skill  he 
gained  liberty  for  the  greatest  nation  of  earth. 
On  December  23,  1783,  Washington,  in  a  parting 
address  of  surpassing  beauty,  resigned  his  com- 
mi^ion  as  Commander-in-Chief  of  the  army  to  the 


Continental  Congress  sitting  at  Annapolis.  He 
retired  immediately  to  Mt.  Vernon  and  resumed 
his  occupation  as  a  farmer  and  planter,  shunning 
all  connection  with  public  life. 

In  February,  1789,  Washington  was  unani- 
mously elected  President,  and  at  the  expiration 
of  his  first  term  he  was  unanimously  re-elected. 
At  the  end  of  this  term  many  were  anxious  that  he 
be  re-elected,  but  he  absolutely  refused  a  third 
nomination.  On  March  4,  1797,  at  the  expiration 
of  his  second  term  as  President,  he  returned  to  his 
home,  hoping  to  pass  there  his  few  remaining 
years  free  from  the  annoyances  of  public  life. 
Later  in  the  year,  however,  his  repose  sefemed 
likely  to  be  interrupted  by  war  with  France.  At 
the  prospect  of  such  a  w^ar  he  was  again  urged  to 
take  command  of  the  army,  but  he  chose  his  sub- 
ordinate officers  and  left  them  the  charge  of  mat- 
ters in  the  field,  which  he  superintended  from  his 
home.  In  accepting  the  command,  he  made  the 
reservation  that  he  was  not  to  be  in  the  field  until 
it  was  necessary.  In  the  midst  of  these  prepara- 
tions his  life  was  suddenly  cut  oflf.  December  12 
he  took  a  severe  cold  from  a  ride  in  the  rain, 
which,  settling  in  his  throat,  produced  inflamma- 
tion, and  terminated  fatally  on  the  night  of  the 
14th.  On  the  1 8th  his  body  was  borne  with  mili- 
tary honors  to  its  final  resting-place,  and  interred 
in  the  family  vault  at  Mt.  Vernon. 

Of  the  character  of  Washington  it  is  impossible 
to  speak  but  in  terms  of  the  highest  respect  and 
admiration.  The  more  we  see  of  the  operations 
of  our  government,  and  the  more  deeply  we  feel 
the  difficulty  of  uniting  all  opinions  in  a  common 
Interest,  the  more  highly  we  must  estimate  the 
force  of  his  talent  and  character,  which  have  been 
able  to  challenge  the  reverence  of  all  parties, 
and  principles,  and  nations,  and  to  win  a  fame  as 
extended  as  the  limits  of  the  globe,  and  which  we 
cannot  but  believe  will  be  as  lasting  as  the  exist- 
ence of  man. 

In  person,  Washington  was  unusually  tall,  erect 
and  well  proportioned,  and  his  muscular  strength 
was  great.  His  features  were  of  a  beausiful  sym- 
metry. He  commanded  respect  without  any  ap- 
pearance of  haughtiness,  and  was  ever  serious 
without  being  dull. 
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(TOHN  ADAMS,  the  second  President  and  the 
I   first  Vice-President  of  the  United  States,  was 
(2/  born  in  Braintree  (now  Quincy)  Mass. ,  and 
about  ten  miles  from  Boston,  October  19,  1735. 
His  great-grandfather,  Henry  Adams,  emigrated 
from  England  about  1640,  with  a  family  of  eight 
sons,  and  settled  at  Braintree.     The  parents  of 
John    were     John    and    Susannah    (Boylston) 
Adams.     His  father,  who  was  a  farmer  of  limited 
means,  also  engaged    in  the  business  of  shoe- 
making.  He  gave  his  eldest  son,  John,  a  classical 
education  at  Harvard  College.     John  graduated 
in  1755,  and  at  once  took  charge  of  the  school  at 
Worcester,  Mass.     This  he  found  but  a  **  school 
of  affliction, ' '  from  which  he  endeavored  to  gain 
relief  by  devoting  himself,    in   addition,    to  the 
study  of  law.     For  this  purpose  he  placed  himself 
under  the  tuition  of  the  only  lawyer  in  the  town. 
He  had  thought  seriously  of  the  clerical  profes- 
sion, but  seems  to  have  been  turned  from  this  by 
what  he  termed  ' '  the  frightful  engines  of  ecclesi- 
astical councils,  of  diabolical  malice,  and  Calvin- 
istic  good  nature, ' '  of  the  operations  of  which  he 
had  been  a  witness  in  his  native  town.     He  was 
well  fitted  for  the  legal  profession,  possessing  a 
clear,  sonorous  voice,  being  ready  and  fluent  of 
speech,  and  having  quick  perceptive  powers.    He 
gradually  gained  a  practice,  and  in  1764  married 
Abigail  Smith,  a  daughter  of  a  minister,  and  a 
lady  of  superior  intelligence.     Shortly  after  his 
marriage,  in  1765,  the  attempt  at  parliamentary 
taxation  turned  him  from  law  to  politics.     He 
took  initial  steps  toward  holding  a  town  meeting, 
and  the  resolutions  he  offered  on  the  subject  be- 
came very  popular  throughout  the  province,  and 
were  adopted  word  for  word  by  over  forty  differ- 
ent towns.     He  moved  to  Boston  in  1768,  and 
became  one  of  the  most  courageous  and  promi- 
nent advocates  of  the  popular  cause,    and  was 
chosen  a  member  of  the  General  Court  (the  Ireg- 
islature)  in  1770. 

Mr,  Adams  was  chosen  one  of  the  first  dele- 


gates from  Massachusetts  to  the  first  Continent- 
al Congress,  which  met  in  1774.  Here  he  dis- 
tinguished himself  by  his  capacity  for  business 
and  for  debate,  and  advocated  the  movement  for 
independence  against  the  majority  of  the  mem- 
bers. In  May,  1776,  he  moved  and  carried  a  res- 
olution in  Congress  that  the  Colonies  should 
assume  the  duties  of  self-government.  He  was  a 
prominent  member  of  the  committee  of  five  ap- 
pointed June  1 1  to  prepare  a  declaration  of  inde- 
pendence. This  article  was  drawn  by  Jefferson, 
but  on  Adams  devolved  the  task  of  battling  it 
through  Congress  in  a  three-days  debate. 

On  the  day  after  the  Declaration  of  Independ- 
ence was  passed,  while  his  soul  was  yet  warm 
with  the  glow  of  excited  feeling,  he  wrote  a  letter 
to  his  wife,  which,  as  we  read  it  now,  seems  to 
have  been  dictated  by  the  spirit  of  prophecy. 
** Yesterday,"  he  says,  **the  greatest  question 
was  decided  that  ever  was  debated  in  America; 
and  greater,  perhaps,  never  was  or  will  be  de- 
cided among  men.  A  resolution  was  passed 
without  one  dissenting  colony,  *that  these  United 
States  are,  and  of  right  ought  to  be,  free  and  in- 
dependent states.'  The  day  is  passed.  The 
Fourth  of  July,  1776,  will  be  a  memorable  epoch 
in  the  history  of  America.  I  am  apt  to  believe  it 
will  be  celebrated  by  succeeding  generations  as 
the  great  anniversary  festival.  It  ought  to  be 
commemorated  as  the  day  of  deliverance  by 
solemn  acts  of  devotion  to  Almighty  God.  It 
ought  to  be  solemnized  with  pomp,  shows,  games, 
sports,  guns,  bells,  bonfires  and  illuminations 
from  one  end  of  the  continent  to  the  other,  from 
this  time  forward  forever.  You  will  think  me 
transported  with  enthusiasm,  but  I  am  not.  I 
am  well  aware  of  the  toil  and  blood  and  treas- 
ure that  it  will  cost  to  maintain  this  declaration 
and  support  and  defend  these  States;  yet,  through 
all  the  gloom,  I  can  see  the  rays  of  light  and 
glory.  I  can  see  that  the  end  is  worth  more  than 
all  the  mean3,  and  that  posterity  will  triumph, 
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although  you  and  I  may  rue,  which  I  hope  we 
shall  nof 

In  November,  1777,  Mr.  Adams  was  appointed 
a  delegate  to  France,  and  to  co-operate  with  Ben- 
jamin Franklin  and  Arthur  Lee,  who  were  then 
in  Paris,  in  the  endeavor  to  obtain  assistance  in 
arms  and  money  from  the  French  government. 
This  was  a  severe  trial  to  his  patriotism,  as  it 
separated  him  from  his  home,  compelled  him  to 
cross  the  ocean  in  winter,  and  exposed  him  to 
great  peril  of  capture  by  the  British  cruisers,  who 
were  seeking  him.  He  left  France  June  17, 
1779.  In  September  of  the  same  year  he  was 
again  chosen  to  go  to  Paris,  and  there  hold  him- 
self in  readiness  to  negotiate  a  treaty  of  peace  and 
of  commerce  with  Great  Britain,  as  soon  as  the 
British  cabinet  might  be  found  willing  to  listen 
to  such  proposals.  He  sailed  for  France  in  No- 
vember, and  from  there  he  went  to  Holland,  where 
he  negotiated  important  loans  and  formed  im- 
portant commercial  treaties. 

Finally,  a  treaty  of  peace  with  England  was 
signed,  January  21,  1783.  The  re-action  from  the 
excitement,  toil  and  anxiety  through  which  Mr. 
Adams  had  passed  threw  him  into  a  fever.  After 
suffering  from  a  continued  fever  and  becoming 
feeble  and  emaciated,  he  was  advised  to  go  to 
England  to  drink  the  waters  of  Bath.  While  in 
England,  still  drooping  and  desponding,  he  re- 
ceived dispatches  from  his  own  government  urg- 
ing the  necessity  of  his  going  to  Amsterdam  to 
negotiate  another  loan.  It  was  winter,  his  health 
was  delicate,  yet  he  immediately  set  out,  and 
through  storm,  on  sea,  on  horseback  and  foot,  he 
made  the  trip, 

February  24,  1785,  Congress  appointed  Mr. 
Adams  envoy  to  the  Court  of  St.  James.  Here 
he  met  face  to  face  the  King  of  England,  who 
had  so  long  regarded  him  as  a  traitor.  As  Eng- 
land did  not  condescend  to  appoint  a  minister  to 
the  United  States,  and  as  Mr.  Adams  felt  that  he 
was  accomplishing  but  little,  he  sought  permis- 
sion to  return  to  his  own  country,  where  he  ar- 
rived in  June,  1788. 

When  Washington  was  first  chosen  President, 
John  Adams,  rendered  illustrious  by  his  signal 
services  at  home  and  abroad,  was  chosen  Vice- 


President.  Again,  at  the  second  election  of  Wash- 
ington as  President,  Adams  was  chosen  Vice- 
President.  In  1796,  Washington  retired  from 
public  life,  and  Mr.  Adams  was  elected  President, 
though  not  without  much  opposition.  Serving 
in  this  office  four  years,  he  was  succeeded  by  Mr. 
Jefferson,  his  opponent  in  politics. 

While  Mr.  Adams  was  Vice-President  the 
great  French  Revolution  shook  the  continent  of 
Europe,  and  it  was  upon  this  point  that  he  was 
at  issue  with  the  majority  of  his  countrymen,  led 
by  Mr.  Jefferson.  Mr.  Adams  felt  no  sympathy 
with  the  French  people  in  their  struggle,  for  he 
had  no  confidence  in  their  power  of  self-govern- 
ment, and  he  utterly  abhorred  the  class  of  atheist 
philosophers  who,  he  claimed,  caused  it.  On  the 
other  hand,  Jefferson's  sympathies  were  strongly 
enlisted  in  behalf  of  the  French  people.  Hence 
originated  the  alienation  between  these  distin- 
tinguished  men,  and  the  two  powerful  parties  were 
thus  soon  organized,  with  Adams  at  the  head  of 
the  one  whose  sympathies  were  with  England, 
and  Jefferson  leading  the  other  in  sympathy  with 
France. 

The  Fourth  of  July,  1826,  which  completed  the 
half-century  since  the  signing  of  the  Declaration 
of  Independence,  arrived,  and  there  were  but 
three  of  the  signers  of  that  immortal  instrument 
left  upon  the  earth  to  hail  its  morning  light. 
And,  as  it  is  well  known,  on  that  day  two  of 
these  finished  their  earthly  pilgrimage,  a  coinci- 
dence so  remarkable  as  to  seem  miraculous.  For 
a  few  days  before  Mr.  Adams  had  been  rapidly 
failing,  and  on  the  morning  of  the  Fourth  he 
found  himself  too  weak  to  rise  from  his  bed.  On 
being  requested  to  name  a  toast  for  the  cus- 
tomary celebration  of  the  day,  he  exclaimed 
"Independence  forever!"  When  the  day  was 
ushered  in  by  the  ringing  of  bells  and  the  firing 
of  cannons,  he  was  asked  by  one  of  his  attend- 
ants if  he  knew  what  day  it  was  ?  He  replied, 
*  *  O  yes,  it  is  the  glorious  Fourth  of  July — God 
bless  it — God  bless  you  all!"  In  the  course  of 
the  day  he  said,  ' '  It  is  a  great  and  glorious 
day. ' '  The  last  words  he  uttered  were,  *  *  Jeffer- 
son survives."  But  he  had,  at  one  o'clock, 
resigned  his  spirit  into  the  hands  of  his  God. 
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"HOMAS  JEFFERSON  was  bom  April  2, 
1743,  at  Shadwell,  Albemarle  County,  Va. 
His  parents  were  Peter  and  Jane  (Ran- 
dolph) Jefferson,  the  former  a  native  of  Wales, 
and  the  latter  born  in  London.  To  them  were 
born  six  daughters  and  two  sons,  of  whom  Thomas 
was  the  elder.  When  fourteen  years  of  age  his 
father  died.  He  received  a  most  liberal  educa- 
tion, having  been  kept  diligently  at  school  from 
the  time  he  was  five  years  of  age.  In  1760  he 
entered  William  and  Mary  College.  Williams- 
burg was  then  the  seat  of  the  Colonial  court,  and 
it  was  the  abode  of  fashion  and  splendor.  Young 
Jefferson,  who  was  then  seventeen  years  old,  lived 
somewhat  expensively,  keeping  fine  horses,  and 
going  much  into  gay  society;  yet  he  was  ear- 
nestly devoted  to  his  studies,  and  irreproachable  in 
his  morals.  In  the  second  year  of  his  college 
course,  moved  by  some  unexplained  impulse,  he 
discarded  his  old  companions  and  pursuits,  and 
often  devoted  fifteen  hours  a  day  to  hard  study. 
He  thus  attained  very  high  intellectual  culture, 
and  a  like  excellence  in  philosophy  and  the  lan- 
guages. 

Immediately  upon  leaving  college  he  began  the 
study  of  law.  For  the  short  time  he  continued 
in  the  practice  of  his  profession  he  rose  rapidly, 
and  distinguished  himself  by  his  energy  and 
acuteness  as  a  lawyer.  But  the  times  called  for 
greater  action .  The  policy  of  England  had  awak- 
ened the  spirit  of  resistance  in  the  American  Col- 
onies, and  the  enlarged  views  which  Jefferson  had 
ever  entertained  soon  led  him  into  active  politi- 
cal life.  In  1 769  he  was  chosen  a  member  of  the 
Virginia  House  of  Burgesses.     In  1772  he  mar- 


ried Mrs.  Martha  Skelton,  a  very  beautiful, 
wealthy,  and  highly  accomplished  young  widow. 

In  1775  he  was  sent  to  the  Colonial  Congress, 
where,  though  a  silent  member,  his  abilities  as  a 
writer  and  a  reasoner  soon  become  known,  and  he 
was  placed  upon  a  number  of  important  com- 
mittees, and  was  chairman  of  the  one  appointed 
for  the  drawing  up  of  a  declaration  of  independ- 
ence. This  committee  consisted  of  Thomas  Jef- 
ferson, John  Adams,  Benjamin  Franklin,  Roger 
Sherman  and  Robert  R.  I^ivingston.  Jefferson, 
as  chairman,  was  appointed  to  draw  up  the  paper. 
Franklin  and  Adams  suggested  a  few  verbal 
changes  before  it  was  submitted  to  Congress.  On 
June  28,  a  few  slight  changes  were  made  in  it  by 
Congress,  and  it  was  passed  and  signed  July  4, 
1776. 

In  1779  Mr.  Jefferson  was  elected  successor  to 
Patrick  Henry  as  Governor  of  Virginia.  At  one 
time  the  British  officer  Tarleton  sent  a  secret 
expedition  to  Monticello  to  capture  the  Governor. 
Scarcely  five  minutes  elapsed  after  the  hurried 
escape  of  Mr.  Jefferson  and  his  family  ere  his 
mansion  was  in  possession  of  the  British  troops. 
His  wife's  health,  never  very  good,  was  much 
injured  by  this  excitement,  and  in  the  summer 
of  1782  she  died. 

Mr.  Jefferson  was  elected  to  Congress  in  1783. 
Two  years  later  he  was  appointed  Minister  Pleni- 
potentiary to  France.  Returning  to  the  United 
States  in  September,  1789,  he  became  Secretary 
of  State  in  Washington's  cabinet.  This  position 
he  resigned  January  i,  1794.  In  1797,  he  was 
chosen  Vice-President,  and  four  years  later  was 
elected  President  over  Mr.  Adams,  with  Aaron 
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Burr  as  Vice-President.  In  1804  he  was  re- 
elected with  wonderful  unanimity,  George  Clin- 
ton being  elected  Vice-President. 

The  early  part  of  Mr.  Jefferson's  second  ad- 
ministration was  disturbed  by  an  event  which 
threatened  the  tranquiUity  and  peace  of  the  Union; 
this  was  the  conspiracy  of  Aaron  Burr.  Defeated 
in  the  late  election  to  the  Vice-Presidency,  and 
led  on  by  an  unprincipled  ambition,  this  extraor- 
dinary man  formed  the  plan  of  a  military  ex- 
pedition into  the  Spanish  territories  on  our  south- 
western frontier,  for  the  purpose  of  forming  there 
a  new  republic.  This  was  generally  supposed 
to  have  been  a  mere  pretext;  and  although  it  has 
not  been  generally  known  what  his  real  plans 
were,  there  is  no  doubt  that  they  were  of  a  far 
more  dangerous  character. 

In  1809,  at  the  expiration  of  the  second  term 
for  which  Mr.  Jefferson  had  been  elected,  he  de- 
termined to  retire  from  political  life.  For  a  period 
of  nearly  forty  years  he  had  been  continually  be- 
fore the  public,  and  all  that  time  had  been  em- 
ployed in  offices  of  the  greatest  trust  and  respon- 
sibility. Having  thus  devoted  the  best  part  of 
his  life  to  the  service  of  his  country,  he  now  felt 
desirous  of  that  rest  which  his  declining  years  re- 
quired, and  upon  the  organization  of  the  new  ad- 
ministration, in  March,  1809,  he  bade  farewell  for- 
ever to  public  life  and  retired  to  Monticello,  his 
famous  country  home,  which,  next  to  Mt.  Vernon, 
was  the  most  distinguished  residence  in  the  land. 

The  Fourth  of  July,  1826,  being  the  fiftieth  an- 
niversary of  the  Declaration  of  American  Inde- 
pendence, great  preparations  were  made  in  every 
part  of  the  Union  for  its  celebration  as  the  nation's 
jubilee,  and  the  citizens  of  Washington,  to  add  to 
the  solemnity  of  the  occasion,  invited  Mr.  Jeffer- 
son, as  the  framer  and  one  of  the  few  surviving 
signers  of  the  Declaration,  to  participate  in  their 
festivities.  But  an  illness,  which  had  been  of 
several  weeks'  duration  and  had  been  continually 
increasing,  compelled  him  to  decline  the  invita- 
tion. 

On  the  2d  of  July  the  disease  under  which  he 
was  laboring  left  him,  but  in  such  a  reduced 
state  that  his  medical  attendants  entertained  no 
hope  of  his  recovery.     From  this  time  he  was 


perfectly  sensible  that  his  last  hour  was  at  hand. 
On  the  next  day,  which  was  Monday,  he  asked 
of  those  around  him  the  day  of  the  month,  and 
on  being  told  it  was  the  3d  of  July,  he  ex- 
pressed the  earnest  wish  that  he  might  be  per- 
mitted to  breathe  the  air  of  the  fiftieth  anniver- 
sary. His  prayer  was  heard — ^that  day  whose 
dawn  was  hailed  with  such  rapture  through  our 
land  burst  upon  his  eyes,  and  then  they  were 
closed  forever.  And  what  a  noble  consummation 
of  a  noble  life!  To  die  on  that  day — the  birth- 
day of  a  nation — ^the  day  which  his  own  name 
and  his  own  act  had  rendered  glorious,  to  die 
amidst  the  rejoicings  and  festivities  of  a  whole 
nation,  who  looked  up  to  him  as  the  author,  un- 
der God,  of  their  greatest  blessings,  was  all  that 
was  wanting  to  fill  up  the  record  of  his  life. 

Almost  at  the  same  hour  of  his  death,  the  kin- 
dred spirit  of  the  venerable  Adams,  as  if  to  bear 
him  company,  left  the  scene  of  his  earthly  honors. 
Hand  in  hand  they  had  stood  forth,  the  cham- 
pions of  fireedom;  hand  in  hand,  during  the  dark 
and  desperate  struggle  of  the  Revolution,  they 
had  cheered  and  animated  their  desponding  coun- 
trymen; for  half  a  century  they  had  labored  to- 
gether for  the  good  of  the  country,  and  now  hand 
in  hand  they  departed.  In  their  lives  they  had 
been  united  in  the  same  great  cause  of  liberty, 
and  in  their  deaths  they  were  not  divided. 

In  person  Mr.  Jefferson  was  tall  and  thin,  rather 
above  six  feet  in  height,  but  well  formed;  his  eyes 
were  light,  his  hair,  originally  red,  in  after  life  be- 
came white  and  silvery,  his  complexion  was  fair, 
his  forehead  broad,  and  his  whole  countenance 
intelligent  and  thoughtful.  He  possessed  great 
fortitude  of  mind  as  well  as  personal  courage,  and 
his  command  of  temper  was  such  that  his  oldest 
and  most  intimate  friends  never  recollected  to 
have  seen  him  in  a  passion.  His  manners,  though 
dignified,  were  simple  and  unaffected,  and  his 
hospitality  was  so  unbounded  that  all  found  at 
his  house  a  ready  welcome.  In  conversation  he 
was  fluent,  eloquent  and  enthusiastic,  and  his 
language  was  remarkably  pure  and  correct.  He 
was  a  finished  classical  scholar,  and  in  his  writ- 
ings is  discernible  the  care  with  which  he  formed 
his  style  upon  the  best  models  of  antiquity. 
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JAMES  MADISON,  ' 'Father  of  the  Consti- 
tution," and  fourth  President  of  the  United 
States,  was  born  March  i6,  1757,  and  died 
at  his  home  in  Virginia  June  28,  1836.  The 
name  of  James  Madison  is  inseparably  connected 
with  most  of  the  important  events  in  that  heroic 
period  of  our  country  during  which  the  founda- 
tions of  this  great  republic  were  laid.  He  was 
the  last  of  the  founders  of  the  Constitution  of  the 
United  States  to  be  called  to  his  eternal  reward. 

The  Madison  family  were  among  the  early  emi- 
grants to  the  New  World,  landing  upon  the  shores 
of  the  Chesapeake  but  fifteen  years  after  the  settle- 
ment of  Jamestown.  The  father  of  James  Madison 
was  an  opulent  planter,  residing  upon  a  very  fine 
estate  called  Montpelier,  in  Orange  County,  Va. 
It  was  but  twenty-five  miles  from  the  home  of  Jef- 
ferson at  Monticello,  and  the  closest  personal  and 
political  attachment  existed  between  these  illustri- 
ous men  from  their  early  youth  until  death. 

The  early  education  of  Mr.  Madison  was  con- 
ducted mostly  at  home  under  a  private  tutor.  At 
the  age  of  eighteen  he  was  sent  to  Princeton  Col- 
lege, in  New  Jersey.  Here  he  applied  himself  to 
study  with  the  most  imprudent  zeal,  allowing  him- 
self for  months  but  three  hours'  sleep  out  of  the 
twenty-four.  His  health  thus  became  so  seriously 
impaired  that  he  never  recovered  any  vigor  of 
constitution .  He  graduated  in  1 77 1 ,  with  a  feeble 
body,  but  with  a  character  of  utmost  purity,  and 
a  mind  highly  disciplined  and  richly  stored  with 
learning,  which  embellished  and  gave  efficiency 
to  his  subsequent  career. 

Returning  to  Virginia,  he  commenced  the  study 
of  law  and  a  course  of  extensive  and  systematic 
reading.  This  educational  course,  the  spirit  of 
the  times  in  which  he  lived,  and  the  society  with 
which  he  associated,  all  combined  to  inspire  him 
with  a  strong  love  of  liberty,  and  to  train  him  for 
his  life-work  as  a  statesman. 

In  the  spring  of  1776,  when  twenty-six  years  of 


age,  he  was  elected  a  member  of  the  Virginia  Con- 
vention to  frame  the  constitution  of  the  State.  The 
next  year  (1777) ,  he  was  a  candidate  for  the  Gen- 
eral Assembly.  He  refused  to  treat  the  whisky-lov- 
ing voters,  and  consequently  lost  his  election;  but 
those  who  had  witnessed  the  talent,  energy  and 
public  spirit  of  the  modest  young  man  enlisted 
themselves  in  his  behalf,  and  he  was  appointed  to 
the  Executive  Council. 

Both  Patrick  Henry  and  Thomas  Jefierson  were 
Governors  of  Virginia  while  Mr.  Madison  re- 
mained member  of  the  Council,  and  their  apprecia- 
tion of  his  intellectual,  social  and  moral  worth 
contributed  not  a  little  to  his  subsequent  eminence. 
In  the  year  1780  he  was  elected  a  member  of  the 
Continental  Congress.  Here  he  met  the  most  il- 
lustrious men  in  our  land,  and  he  was  immediately 
assigned  to  one  ot  the  most  conspicuous  positions 
among  them.  For  three  years  he  continued  in  Con- 
gress, one  of  its  most  active  and  influential  mem- 
bers. In  1784,  his  term  having  expired,  he  was 
elected  a  member  of  the  Virginia  Legislature. 

No  man  felt  more  deeply  than  Mr.  Madison  the 
utter  inefficiency  of  the  old  confederacy,  with  no 
national  government,  and  no  power  to  form  trea- 
ties which  would  be  binding,  or  to  enforce  law. 
There  was  not  any  State  more  prominent  than 
Virginia  in  the  declaration  that  an  efficient  na- 
tional government  must  be  formed.  In  January, 
1786,  Mr.  Madison  carried  a  resolution  through 
the  General  Assembly  of  Virginia,  inviting  the 
other  States  to  appoint  commissioners  to  meet  in 
convention  at  Annapolis  to  discuss  this  subject. 
Five  States  only  were  represented.  The  conven- 
tion, however,  issued  another  call,  drawn  up  by 
Mr.  Madison,  urging  all  the  States  to  send  their 
delegates  to  Philadelphia  in  May,  1787,  to  draft 
a  Constitution  for  the  United  States,  to  take  the 
place  of  the  Confederate  League.  The  delegates 
met  at  the  time  appointed.  Every  State  but 
Rhode  Island  was  represented.    George  Washing- 
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ton  was  chosen  president  of  the  convention,  and  the 
present  Constitution  of  the  United  States  was  then 
and  there  formed.  There  was,  perhaps,  no  mind 
and  no  pen  more  active  in  framing  this  immortal 
document  than  the  mind  and  the  pen  of  James 
Madison. 

The  Constitution,  adopted  by  a  vote  of  eighty-one 
to  seventy-nine,  was  to  be  presented  to  the  several 
States  for  acceptance.  But  grave  solicitude  was 
felt.  Should  it  be  rejected,  we  should  be  left  but  a 
X)nglomeration  of  independent  States,  with  but 
little  power  at  home  and  little  respect  abroad.  Mr. 
Madison  was  elected  by  the  convention  to  draw  up 
an  address  to  the  people  of  the  United  States,  ex- 
pounding the  principles  of  the  Constitution,  and 
urging  its  adoption.  There  was  great  opposition 
to  it  at  first,  but  at  length  it  triumphed  over  all, 
and  went  into  effect  in  1789. 

Mr.  Madison  was  elected  to  the  House  of  Repre- 
sentatives in  the  first  Congress,  and  soon  became 
the  avowed  leader  of  the  Republican  party.  While 
in  New  York  attending  Congress,  he  met  Mrs. 
Todd,  a  young  widow  of  remarkable  power  of  fas- 
cination, whom  he  married.  She  was  in  person 
and  character  queenly,  and  probaby  no  lady  has 
thus  far  occupied  so  prominent  a  position  in  the 
very  peculiar  society  which  has  constituted  our 
republican  court  as  did  Mrs.  Madison. 

Mr.  Madison  served  as  Secretary  of  State  under 
Jefferson,  and  at  the  close  of  his  administration 
was  chosen  President.  At  this  time  the  encroach- 
ments of  England  had  brought  us  to  the  verge  of 
war.  British  orders  in  council  destroyed  our  com- 
merce, and  our  flag  was  exposed  to  constant  insult. 
Mr.  Madison  was  a  man  of  peace.  Scholarly  in 
his  taste,  retiring  in  his  disposition,  war  had  no 
charms  for  him.  But  the  meekest  spirit  can  be 
roused.  It  makes  one's  blood  boil,  even  now,  to 
think  of  an  American  ship  brought  to  upon  the 
ocean  by  the  guns  of  an  English  cruiser.  A 
young  lieutenant  steps  on  board  and  orders  the 
crew  to  be  paraded  before  him.  With  great  non- 
chalance he  selects  any  number  whom  he  may 
please  to  designate  as  British  subjects,  orders  them 
down  the  ship's  side  into  his  boat,  and  places  them 
on  the  gundeck  of  his  man-of-war,  to  fight,  by 
impulsion,  the  battles  of  England.     This  right 


of  search  and  impressment  no  efforts  of  our  Gov- 
ernment could  induce  the  British  cabinet  to  re- 
linquish. 

On  the  1 8th  of  June,  181 2,  President  Madison 
gave  his  approval  to  an  act  of  Congress  declaring 
war  against  Great  Britain.  Notwithstanding  the 
bitter  hostility  of  the  Federal  party  to  the  war,  the 
country  in  general  approved;  and  Mr.  Madison, 
on  the  4th  of  March,  181 3,  was  re-elected  by  a 
large  majority,  and  entered  upon  his  second  term 
of  ofiice.  This  is  not  the  place  to  describe  the 
various  adventures  of  this  war  on  the  land  and  on 
the  water.  Our  infant  navy  then  laid  the  found- 
ations of  its  renown  in  grappling  with  the  most 
formidable  power  which  ever  swept  the  seas.  The 
contest  commenced  in  earnest  by  the  appearance 
of  a  British  fleet,  early  in  February,  18 13,  in 
Chesapeake  Bay,  declaring  nearly  the  whole  coast 
of  the  United  States  under  blockade. 

The  Emperor  of  Russia  offered  his  services  as 
mediator.  America  accepted;  England  refused. 
A  British  force  of  five  thousand  men  landed  on  the 
banks  of  the  Patuxet  River,  near  its  entrance  into 
Chesapeake  Bay,  and  marched  rapidly,  by  way  of 
Bladensburg,  upon  Washington. 

The  straggling  little  city  of  Washington  was 
thrown  into  consternation.  The  cannon  of  the 
brief  conflict  at  Bladensburg  echoed  through  the 
streets  of  the  metropolis.  The  whole  population 
fled  from  the  city.  The  President,  leaving  Mrs. 
Madison  in  the  White  House,  with  her  carriage 
drawn  up  at  the  door  to  await  his  speedy  return, 
hurried  to  meet  the  officers  in  a  council  of  war. 
He  met  our  troops  utterly  routed,  and  he  could  not 
go  back  without  danger  of  being  captured.  But 
few  hours  elapsed  ere  the  Presidential  Mansion, 
the  Capitol,  and  all  the  public  buildings  in  Wash- 
ington were  in  flames. 

The  war  closed  after  two  years  of  fighting,  and 
on  February  13,  181 5,  the  treaty  of  peace  was 
signed  at  Ghent.  On  the  4th  of  March,  18 17,  his 
second  term  of  office  expired,  and  he  resigned  the 
Presidential  chair  to  his  friend,  James  Monroe. 
He  retired  to  his  beautiful  home  at  Montpelier,  and 
there  passed  the  remainder  of  his  days.  On  June 
28,  1836,  at  the  age  of  eighty-five  years,  he  fell 
asleep  in  death.  Mrs„  Madison  died  July  12,  1849. 
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(I  AMSS  MONROE,  the  fifth  President  of  the 
I  United  States,  was  born  in  Westmoreland 
(2)  County,  Va.,  April  28,  1758.  His  early  life 
was  passed  at  the  place  of  his  nativity.  His  an- 
cestors had  for  many  years  resided  in  the  province 
in  which  he  was  born.  When  he  was  seventeen 
years  old,  and  in  process  of  completing  his  educa- 
tion at  William  and  Mary  College,  the  Colonial 
Congress,  assembled  at  Philadelphia  to  deliberate 
upon  the  unjust  and  manifold  oppressions  of  Great 
Britain,  declared  the  separation  of  the  Colonies, 
and  promulgated  the  Declaration  of  Independence. 
Had  he  been  born  ten  years  before,  it  is  highly 
probable  that  he  would  have  been  one  of  the 
signers  of  that  celebrated  instrument.  At  this 
time  he  left  school  and  enlisted  among  the  pa- 
triots. 

He  joined  the  army  when  everything  looked 
hopeless  and  gloomy.  The  number  of  deserters 
increased  from  day  to  day.  The  invading  armies 
came  pouring  in,  and  the  Tories  not  only  favored 
the  cause  of  the  mother  country,  but  disheartened 
the  new  recruits,  who  were  sufficiently  terrified 
at  the  prospect  of  contending  with  an  enemy 
whom  they  had  been  taught  to  deem  invincible. 
To  such  brave  spirits  as  James  Monroe,  who  went 
right  onward  undismayed  through  difficulty  and 
danger,  the  United  States  owe  their  political 
emancipation .  The  young  cadet  j  oined  the  ranks 
and  espoused  the  cause  of  his  injured  country, 
with  a  firm  determination  to  live  or  die  in  her 
strife  for  liberty.  Firmly,  yet  sadly,  he  shared  in 
the  melancholy  retreat  from  Harlem  Heights 
and  White  Plains,  and  accompanied  the  dispirited 
army  as  it  fled  before  its  foes  through  New  Jersey. 
In  four  months  after  the  Declaration  of  Inde- 
pendence, the  patriots  had  been  beaten  in  seven 
battles.  At  the  battle  of  Trenton  he  led  the  van- 
guard, and  in  the  act  of  charging  upon  the  enemy 
he  received  a  wound  in  the  left  shoulder. 


As  a  reward  for  his  bravery,  Mr.  Monroe  was 
promoted  to  be  captain  of  infantry,  and,  having  re- 
covered from  his  wounds,  he  rejoined  the  army. 
He,  however,  receded  from  the  line  of  promotion 
by  becoming  an  officer  on  the  stafi"  of  Lord  Ster- 
ling. During  the  campaigns  of  1777  and  1778, 
in  the  actions  of  Brandywine,  Germantown  and 
Monmouth,  he  continued  aide-de-camp;  but  be- 
coming desirous  to  regain  his  position  in  the 
army,  he  exerted  himself  to  collect  a  regiment  for 
the  Virginia  line.  This  scheme  failed,  owing  to 
the  exhausted  condition  of  the  State.  Upon  this 
failure  he  entered  the"  office  of  Mr.  Jefferson,  at 
that  period  Governor,  and  pursued  with  consid- 
erable ardor  the  study  of  common  law.  He  did 
not,  however,  entirely  lay  aside  the  knapsack  for 
the  green  bag,  but  on  the  invasion  of  the  enemy 
served  as  a  volunteer  during  the  two  years  of  his 
legal  pursuits. 

In  1782  he  was  elected  from  King  George 
County  a  member  of  the  I^egislature  of  Virginia, 
and  by  that  body  he  was  elevated  to  a  seat  in  the 
Executive  Council.  He  was  thus  honored  with 
the  confidence  of  his  fellow-citizens  at  twenty- 
three  years  of  age,  and  having  at  this  early  period 
displayed  some  of  that  ability  and  aptitude  foi 
legislation  which  were  afterward  employed  with 
unremitting  energy  for  the  public  good,  he  was 
in  the  succeeding  year  chosen  a  member  of  the 
Congress  of  the  United  States. 

Deeply  as  Mr.  Monroe  felt  the  imperfections  of 
the  old  Confederacy,  he  was  opposed  to  the  new 
Constitution,  thinking,  with  many  others  of  the 
Republican  party,  that  it  gave  too  much  power  to 
the  Central  Government,  and  not  enough  to  the 
individual  States.  Still  he  retained  the  esteem 
of  his  friends  who  were  its  warm  supporters,  and 
who,  notwithstanding  his  opposition,  secured  its 
adoption.  In  1789  he  became  a  member  of  the 
United  States  Senate,  which  office  he  held  for 
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four  years.  Every  month  the  line  of  distinction 
between  the  two  great  parties  which  divided  the 
nation,  the  Federal  and  the  Republican,  was 
growing  more  distinct.  The  differences  which 
now  separated  them  lay  in  the  fact  that  the  Repub- 
lican party  was  in  sympathy  with  France,  and 
also  in  favor  of  such  a  strict  construction  of  the 
Constitution  as  to  give  the  Central  Government  as 
little  power,  and  the  State  Governments  as  much 
power,  as  the  Constitution  would  warrant;  while 
the  Federalists  sympathized  with  England,  and 
were  in  favor  of  a  liberal  construction  of  the  Con- 
stitution, which  would  give  as  much  power  to  the 
Central  Government  as  that  document  could  pos- 
sibly authorize. 

Washington  was  then  President.  England  had 
espoused  the  cause  of  the  Bourbons  against  the 
principles  of  the  French  Revolution.  All  Europe 
was  drawn  into  the  conflict.  We  were  feeble  and 
far  away.  Washington  issued  a  proclamation  of 
neutrality  between  these  contending  powers. 
France  had  helped  us  in  the  struggles  for  our 
liberties.  All  the  despotisms  of  Europe  were  now 
combined  to  prevent  the  French  from  escaping 
from  a  tyranny  a  thousand-fold  worse  than  that 
which  we  had  endured.  Col.  Monroe,  more  mag- 
^animous  than  prudent,  was  anxious  that,  at 
whatever  hazard,  we  should  help  our  old  allies  in 
their  extremity.  It  was  the  impulse  of  a  gener- 
ous and  noble  nature,  and  Washington,  who  could 
appreciate  such  a  character,  showed  his  calm,  se- 
rene, almost  divine,  greatness,  by  appointing  that 
very  James  Monroe  who  was  denouncing  the  pol- 
icy of  the  Government,  as  the  minister  of  that 
Government  to  the  Republic  of  France.  Mr. 
Monroe  was  welcomed  by  the  National  Conven- 
tion in  France  with  the  most  enthusiastic  dem- 
onstration. 

Shortly  after  his  return  to  this  country,  Mr. 
Monroe  was  elected  Governor  of  Virginia,  and 
held  the  office  for  three  years.  He  was  again 
sent  to  France  to  co-operate  with  Chancellor  I^iv- 
ingston  in  obtaining  the  vast  territory  then  known 
as  the  province  of  lyouisiana,  which  France  had 
but  shortly  before  obtained  from  Spain.  Their 
united  efforts  were  successful.  For  the  compara- 
tively small  sum  of  fifteen  millions  of  dollars,  the 


entire  territory  of  Orleans  and  district  of  I^ui- 
siana  were  added  to  the  United  States.  This  was 
probably  the  largest  transfer  of  real  estate  which 
was  ever  made  in  all  the  history  of  the  world. 

From  France  Mr.  Monroe  went  to  England  to 
obtain  from  that  country  some  recognition  of  our 
rights  as  neutrals,  and  to  remonstrate  against 
those  odious  impressments  of  our  seamen.  But 
England  was  unrelenting.  He  again  returned  to 
England  on  the  same  mission,  but  could  receive 
no  redress.  He  returned  to  his  home  and  was 
again  chosen  Governor  of  Virginia.  This  he  soon 
resigned  to  accept  the  position  of  Secretary  of 
State  under  Madison.  While  in  this  office  war 
with  England  was  declared,  the  Secretary  of  War 
resigned,  and  during  these  trying  times  the 
duties  of  the  War  Department  were  also  put  upon 
him.  He  was  truly  the  armor-bearer  of  President 
Madison,  and  the  most  efficient  business  man  in 
his  cabinet.  Upon  the  return  of  peace  he  re- 
signed the  Department  of  War,  but  continued  in 
the  office  of  Secretary  of  State  until  the  expira- 
tion of  Mr.  Madison's  administration.  At  the 
election  held  the  previous  autumn,  Mr.  Monroe 
himself  had  been  chosen  President  with  but  little 
opposition,  and  upon  March  4,  1817,  he  was  in- 
augurated. Four  years  later  he  was  elected  for 
a  second  term. 

Among  the  important  measures  of  his  Presi- 
dency were  the  cession  of  Florida  to  the  United 
States,  the  Missouri  Compromise,  and  the  famous 
''Monroe  doctrine."  This  doctrine  was  enun- 
ciated by  him  in  1823,  and  was  as  follows:  *  *  That 
we  should  consider  any  attempt  on  the  part  of 
European  powers  to  extend  their  system  to  any 
portion  of  this  hemisphere  as  dangerous  to  our 
peace  and  safety,"  and  that  *'  we  could  not  view 
any  interposition  for  the  purpose  of  oppressing  or 
controlling  American  governments  or  provinces 
in  any  other  light  than  as  a  manifestation  by 
European  powers  of  an  unfriendly  disposition 
toward  the  United  States." 

At  the  end  of  his  second  term,  Mr.  Monroe  re- 
tired to  his  home  in  Virginia,  where  he  lived  un- 
til 1830,  when  he  went  to  New  York  to  live  with 
his  son-in-law.  In  that  city  he  died,  on  the  4th 
of  July,  1831. 
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(f  OHN  QUINCY  ADAMS,  the  sixth  President 

I  of  the  United  States,  was  born  in  the  rural 
(y  home  of  his  honored  father,  John  Adams,  in 
Quincy,  Mass.,  on  the  nth  of  July,  1767.  His 
mother,  a  woman  of  exalted  worth,  watched  over 
his  childhood  during  the  almost  constant  ab- 
sence of  his  father.  When  but  eight  years  of 
age,  he  stood  with  his  mother  on  an  eminence, 
listening  to  the  booming  of  the  great  battle  on 
Bunker's  Hill,  and  gazing  out  upon  the  smoke 
and  flames  billowing  up  from  the  conflagration  of 
Charlestown. 

When  but  eleven  years  old  he  took  a  tearful 
adieu  of  his  mother,  to  sail  with  his  father  for  Eu- 
rope, through  a  fleet  of  hostile  British  cruisers. 
The  bright,  animated  boy  spent  a  year  and  a-half 
in  Paris,  where  his  father  was  associated  with 
Franklin  and  I^ee  as  Minister  Plenipotentiary. 
His  intelligence  attracted  the  notice  of  these  dis- 
tinguished men,  and  he  received  from  them  flat- 
tering marks  of  attention. 

John  Adams  had  scarcely  returned  to  this 
country,  in  1779,  ere  he  was  again  sent  abroad. 
Again  John  Quincy  accompanied  his  father.  At 
Paris  he  applied  himself  to  study  with  great  dil- 
igence for  six  months,  and  then  accompanied  his 
father  to  Holland,  where  he  entered  first  a  school 
in  Amsterdam,  then  the  University  at  Leyden. 
About  a  year  from  this  time,  in  1781,  when  the 
manly  boy  was  but  fourteen  years  of  age,  he  was 
selected  by  Mr.  Dana,  our  Minister  to  the  Rus- 
sian court,  as  his  private  secretary. 

In  this  school  of  incessant  labor  and  of  ennobl- 
ing culture  he  spent  fourteen  months,  and  then 
returned  to  Holland,  through  Sweden,  Denmark, 
Hamburg  and  Bremen.  This  long  journey  he 
took  alone  in  the  winter,  when  in  his  sixteenth 
year.  Again  he  resumed  his  studies,  under  a  pri- 
vate tutor,  at  The  Hague.  Then,  in  the  spring  of 
1782,  he  accompanied  his  father  to  Paris,  travel- 
ing leisurely,  and  forming  acquaintances  with  the 
most  distinguished  men  on  the  continent,  examin- 


ing architectural  remains,  galleries  of  paintings, 
and  all  renowned  works  of  art.  At  Paris  he 
again  became  associated  with  the  most  illustrious 
men  of  all  lands  in  the  contemplation  of  the 
loftiest  temporal  themes  which  can  engross  the 
human  mind.  After  a  short  visit  to  England  he 
returned  to  Paris,  and  consecrated  all  his  energises 
to  study  until  May,  1785,  when  he  returned  to 
America  to  finish  his  education. 

Upon  leaving  Harvard  College  at  the  age  of 
twenty,  he  studied  law  for  three  years.  In  Jnne, 
1794,  being  then  but  twenty-seven  years  of  age, 
he  was  appointed  by  Washington  Resident  Min- 
ister at  the  Netherlands.  Sailing  from  Boston  in 
July,  he  reached  lyondon  in  October,  where  he 
was  immediately  admitted  to  the  deliberations  oi 
Messrs.  Jay  &  Pinckney,  assisting  them  in  nngo* 
tiating  a  commercial  treaty  with  Great  Britain. 
After  thus  spending  a  fortnight  in  lyondon,  he 
proceeded  to  The  Hague. 

In  July,  1797,  he  left  The  Hague  to  go  to  Por- 
tugal as  Minister  Plenipotentiary.  On  his  way  to 
Portugal,  upon  arriving  in  lyondon,  he  met  with 
despatches  directing  him  to  the  court  of  Berlin,  but 
requesting  him  to  remain  in  Lyondon  until  he 
should  receive  his  instructions.  While  waiting 
he  was  married  to  an  American  lady,  to  whom  he 
had  been  previously  engaged — Miss  lyouisa  Cath- 
erine Johnson,  a  daughter  of  Joshua  Johnson, 
American  Consul  in  London,  and  a  lady  en- 
dowed with  that  beauty  and  those  accomplish- 
ments which  eminently  fitted  her  to  move  in  the 
elevated  sphere  for  which  she  was  destined.  He 
reached  Berlin  with  his  wife  in  November,  1797, 
where  he  remained  until  July,  1799,  when,  hav- 
ing fulfilled  all  the  purposes  of  his  mission,  he  so- 
licited his  recall. 

Soon  after  his  return,  in  1802,  he  was  chosen 
to  the  Senate  of  Massachusetts  from  Boston,  and 
then  was  elected  Senator  of  the  United  States  for 
six  years,  from  the  4th  of  March,  1804.  His  rep- 
utation, his   ability  and   his  experience    placed 
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him  immediately  among  the  most  prominent  and 
influential  members  of  that  body. 

In  1809,  Madison  succeeded  Jefferson  in  the 
Presidential  chair,  and  he  immediately  nominated 
John  Quincy  Adams  Minister  to  St.  Petersburgh. 
Resigning  his  professorship  in  Harvard  Col- 
lege, he  embarked  at  Boston  in  August,  1809. 

While  in  Russia,  Mr.  Adams  was  an  intense 
student.  He  devoted  his  attention  to  the  lan- 
guage and  history  of  Russia;  to  the  Chinese  trade; 
to  the  European  vSystem  of  weights,  measures  and 
coins;  to  the  climate  and  astronomical  observa- 
tions; while  he  kept  up  a  familiar  acquaintance 
with  the  Greek  and  Latin  classics.  In  all  the 
universities  of  Europe,  a  more  accomplished 
scholar  could  scarcely  be  found.  All  through 
life  the  Bible  constituted  an  important  part  of  his 
studies.  It  was  his  rule  to  read  five  chapters 
every  day. 

On  the  4th  of  March,  18 17,  Mr.  Monroe  took 
the  Presidential  chair,  and  immediately  appointed 
Mr.  Adams  Secretary  of  State.  Taking  leave  of 
his  numerous  friends  in  public  and  private  life  in 
Europe,  he  sailed  in  June,  18 19,  for  the  United 
States.  On  the  i8th  of  August,  he  again  crossed 
the  threshold  of  his  home  in  Quincy.  During  the 
eight  years  of  Mr.  Monroe's  administration,  Mr. 
Adams  continued  Secretary  of  State. 

Some  time  before  the  close  of  Mr.  Monroe's 
second  term  of  office,  new  candidates  began  to  be 
presented  for  the  Presidency.  The  friends  of  Mr. 
Adams  brought  forward  his  name.  It  was  an 
exciting  campaign,  and  party  spirit  was  never 
more  bitter.  Two  hundred  and  sixty  electoral 
votes  were  cast .  Andrew  Jackson  received  ninety- 
nine;  John  Quincy  Adams  eighty-four;  William 
H.  Crawford  forty-one;  and  Henry  Clay  thirty- 
seven.  As  there  was  no  choice  by  the  people, 
the  question  went  to  the  House  of  Representa- 
tives. Mr.  Clay  gave  the  vote  of  Kentucky  to 
Mr.  Adams,  and  he  was  elected. 

The  friends  of  all  the  disappointed  candidates 
now  combined  in  a  venomous  and  persistent  as- 
sault upon  Mr.  Adams.  There  is  nothing  more 
disgraceful  in  the  past  history  of  our  country  than 
the  abuse  which  was  poured  in  one  uninterrupted 
stream  upon  this  high-minded,  upright  and  pa- 


triotic man.  There  never  was  an  administration 
more  pure  in  principles,  more  conscientiously  de- 
voted to  the  best  interests  of  the  country,  than 
that  of  John  Quincy  Adams;  and  never,  perhaps, 
was  there  an  administration  more  unscrupulously 
and  outrageously  assailed. 

On  the  4th  of  March,  1829,  Mr.  Adams  retired 
from  the  Presidency,  and  was  succeeded  by  An- 
drew Jackson.  John  C.  Calhoun  was  elected 
Vice-President.  The  slavery  question  now  be- 
gan to  assume  portentous  magnitude.  Mr.  Adams 
returned  to  Quincy  and  to  his  studies,  which  he 
pursued  with  unabated  zeal.  But  he  was  not 
long  permitted  to  remain  in  retirement.  In  No- 
vember, 1830,  he  was  elected  Representative  in 
Congress.  For  seventeen  years,  or  until  his  death, 
he  occupied  the  post  as  Representative,  towering 
above  all  his  peers,  ever  ready  to  do  brave  battle 
for  freedom,  and  winning  the  title  of  "the  Old 
Man  Eloquent."  Upon  taking  his  seat  in  the 
House,  he  announced  that  he  should  hold  him- 
self bound  to  no  party.  Probably  there  never 
was  a  member  more  devoted  to  his  duties.  He 
was  usually  the  first  in  his  place  in  the  morning, 
and  the  last  to  leave  his  seat  in  the  evening. 
Not  a  measure  could  be  brought  forward  and  es- 
cape his  scrutiny.  The  battle  which  Mr.  Adams 
fought,  almost  singly,  against  the  pro-slavery 
party  in  the  Government  was  sublime  in  its 
moral  daring  and  heroism.  For  persisting  in 
presenting  petitions  for  the  abolition  of  slavery, 
he  was  threatened  with  indictment  by  the  grand 
jury,  with  expulsion  from  the  House,  with  assas- 
sination; but  no  threats  could  intimidate  him,  and 
his  final  triumph  was  complete. 

On  the  2ist  of  February,  1848,  he  rose  on  the 
floor  of  Congress  with  a  paper  in  his  hand,  to 
address  the  speaker.  Suddenly  he  fell,  again 
stricken  by  paralysis,  and  was  caught  in  the  arms 
of  those  around  him.  For  a  time  he  was  sense- 
less, as  he  was  conveyed  to  the  sofa  in  the  ro- 
tunda. With  reviving  consciousness,  he  opened 
his  eyes,  looked  calmly  around  and  said  "This 
is  the  end  of  earth;"  then  after  a  moment's  pause 
he  added,  "  I  am  content. ' '  These  were  the  last 
words  of  the  grand  *'  Old  Man  Eloquent." 
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(S\  NDREW  JACKSON,  the  seventh  President 
T\  of  the  United  States,  was  born  in  Waxhaw 
l\  settlement,  N.  C,  March  15,  1767,  a  few 
days  after  his  father's  death.  His  parents  were 
poor  emigrants  from  Ireland,  and  took  up  their 
abode  in  Waxhaw  settlement,  where  they  lived 
in  deepest  poverty. 

Andrew,  or  Andy,  as  he  was  universally  called, 
grew  up  a  very  rough,  rude,  turbulent  boy.  His 
features  were  coarse,  his  form  ungainly,  and  there 
was  but  very  little  in  his  character  made  visible 
which  was  attractive. 

When  only  thirteen  years  old  he  joined  the 
volunteers  of  Carolina  against  the  British  invasion. 
In  1 78 1,  he  and  his  brother  Robert  were  captured 
and  imprisoned  for  a  time  at  Camden.  A  British 
officer  ordered  him  to  brush  his  mud-spattered 
boots.  "lam  a  prisoner  of  war,  not  your  serv- 
ant," was  the  reply  of  the  dauntless  boy. 

Andrew  supported  himselfin  various  ways,  such 
as  working  at  the  saddler's  trade,  teaching  school, 
and  clerking  in  a  general  store,  until  1784,  when 
he  entered  a  law  office  at  SaHsbury,  N.  C.  He, 
however,  gave  more  attention  to  the  wild  amuse- 
ments of  the  times  than  to  his  studies.  In  1788, 
he  was  appointed  solicitor  for  the  Western  District 
of  North  Carolina,  of  which  Tennessee  was  then 
a  part.  This  involved  many  long  journeys  amid 
dangers  of  every  kind,  but  Andrew  Jackson  never 
knew  fear,  and  the  Indians  had  no  desire  to  re- 
peat a  skirmish  with    ''Sharp  Knife." 

In  1 79 1,  Mr.  Jackson  was  married  to  a  woman 
who  supposed  herself  divorced  from  her  former 
husband.  Great  was  the  surprise  of  both  parties, 
two  years  later,  to  find  that  the  conditions  of  the 
divorce  had  just  been  definitely  settled  by  the 
first  husband.  The  marriage  ceremony  was  per- 
formed a  second  time,  but  the  occurrence  was 
often  used  by  his  enemies  to  bring  Mr.  Jackson 
into  disfavor. 


In  January,  1796,  the  Territory  of  Tennessee 
then  containing  nearly  eighty  thousand  inhabi- 
tants, the  people  met  in  convention  at  Knoxville 
to  frame  a  constitution.  Five  were  sent  from 
each  of  the  eleven  counties.  Andrew  Jackson 
was  one  of  the  delegates.  The  new  State  was 
entitled  to  but  one  member  in  the  National  House 
of  Representatives.  Andrew  Jackson  was  chosen 
that  member.  Mounting  his  horse,  he  rode  to 
Philadelphia,  where  Congress  then  held  its  ses- 
sions, a  distance  of  about  eight  hundred  miles. 

Jackson  was  an  earnest  advocate  of  the  Demo- 
cratic party,  and  Jefferson  was  his  idol.  He  ad- 
mired Bonaparte,  loved  France,  and  hated  Eng- 
land. As  Mr.  Jackson  took  his  seat,  Gen.  Wash- 
ington, whose  second  term  of  office  was  then 
expiring,  delivered  his  last  speech  to  Congress. 
A  committee  drew  up  a  complimentary  address  in 
reply.  Andrew  Jackson  did  not  approve  of  the 
address,  and  was  one  of  the  twelve  who  voted 
against  it.  He  was  not  willing  to  say  that  Gen. 
Washington's  administration  had  been  "wise, 
firm  and  patriotic. ' ' 

Mr.  Jackson  was  elected  to  the  United  States 
Senate  in  1797,  but  soon  resigned  and  returned 
home.  Soon  after  he  was  chosen  Judge  of  the 
Supreme  Court  of  his  State,  which  position  he 
held  for  six  years. 

When  the  War  of  18 12  with  Great  Britain  com- 
menced, Madison  occupied  the  Presidential  chair. 
Aaron  Burr  sent  word  to  the  President  that  there 
was  an  unknown  man  in  the  West,  Andrew  Jack- 
son, who  would  do  credit  to  a  commission  if  one 
were  conferred  upon  him.  Just  at  that  time  Gen. 
Jackson  offered  his  services  and  those  of  twenty- 
five  hundred  volunteers.  His  offer  was  accepted, 
and  the  troops  were  assembled  at  Nashville. 

As  the  British  were  hourly  expected  to  make 
an  attack  upon  New  Orleans,  where  Gen.  Wil- 
kinson was  in  command,  he  was  ord^r^d  to  d^- 
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scene!  the  river  with  fifteen  hundred  troops  to  aid 
Wilkinson.  The  expedition  reached  Natchez, 
and  after  a  delay  of  several  weeks  there  without 
accomplishing  anything,  the  men  were  ordered 
back  to  their  homes.  But  the  energy  Gen.  Jack- 
son had  displayed,  and  his  entire  devotion  to  the 
comfort  of  his  soldiers,  won  for  him  golden  opin- 
ions, and  he  became  the  most  popular  man  in  the 
State.  It  was  in  this  expedition  that  his  tough- 
ness gave  him  the  nickname  of  *'01d  Hickory." 

Soon  after  this,  while  attempting  to  horsewhip 
Col.  Thomas  Benton  for  a  remark  that  gentleman 
made  about  his  taking  part  as  second  in  a  duel 
in  which  a  younger  brother  of  Benton's  was  en- 
gaged, he  received  two  severe  pistol  wounds. 
While  he  was  lingering  upon  a  bed  of  suffering, 
news  came  that  the  Indians,  who  had  combined 
under  Tecumseh  from  Florida  to  the  I^akes  to  ex- 
terminate the  white  settlers,  were  committing  the 
most  awful  ravages.  Decisive  action  became  nec- 
essary. Gen.  Jackson,  with  his  fractured  bone 
just  beginning  to  heal,  his  arm  in  a  sling,  and 
unable  to  mount  his  horse  without  assistance, 
gave  his  amazing  energies  to  the  raising  of  an 
army  to  rendezvous  at  Fayettesville,  Ala. 

The  Creek  Indians  had  established  a  strong 
fort  on  one  of  the  bends  of  the  Tallapoosa  River, 
near  the  center  of  Alabama,  about  fifty  miles  be- 
low Ft.  Strother.  With  an  army  of  two  thousand 
men,  Gen.  Jackson  traversed  the  pathless  wilder- 
ness in  a  march  of  eleven  days.  He  reached  their 
fort,  called  Tohopeka  or  Horse-shoe,  on  the  27th 
of  March,  18 14.  The  bend  of  the  river  enclosed 
nearly  one  hundred  acres  of  tangled  forest  and 
wild  ravine.  Across  the  narrow  neck  the  Indians 
had  constructed  a  formidable  breastwork  of  logs 
and  brush.  Here  nine  hundred  warriors,'  with 
an  ample  supply  of  arms,  were  assembled. 

The  fort  was  stormed.  The  fight  was  utterly 
desperate.  Not  an  Indian  would  accept  quarter. 
When  bleeding  and  dying,  they  would  fight  those 
who  endeavored  to  spare  their  lives.  From  ten 
in  the  morning  until  dark  the  battle  raged.  The 
carnage  was  awful  and  revolting.  Some  threw 
themselves  into  the  river;  but  the  unerring  bul- 
lets struck  their  heads  as  they  swam.  Nearly 
every  one   of  the  nine  hundred  warriors  was 


killed.  A  few,  probably,  in  the  night  swam 
the  river  and  escaped.      This  ended  the  war. 

This  closing  of  the  Creek  War  enabled  us  to 
concentrate  all  our  militia  upon  the  British,  who 
were  the  allies  of  the  Indians.  No  man  of  less 
resolute  will  than  Gen.  Jackson  could  have  con- 
ducted this  Indian  campaign  to  so  successful  an 
issue.  Immediately  he  was  appointed  Major- 
General. 

Late  in  August,  with  an  army  of  two  thousand 
men  on  a  rushing  march,  Gen.  Jackson  went  to 
Mobile.  A  British  fleet  went  from  Pensacola, 
landed  a  force  upon  the  beach,  anchored  near  the 
little  fort,  and  from  both  ship  and  shore  com- 
menced a  furious  assault.  The  battle  was  long 
and  doubtful.  At  length  one  of  the  ships  was 
blown  up  and  the  rest  retired. 

Garrisoning  Mobile,  where  he  had  taken  his 
little  army,  he  moved  his  troops  to  New  Orleans, 
and  the  battle  of  New  Orleans,  which  soon  ensued, 
was  in  reality  a  very  arduous  campaign.  This 
won  for  Gen.  Jackson  an  imperishable  name. 
Here  his  troops,  which  numbered  about  four 
thousand  men,  w^on  a  signal  victory  over  the 
British  army  of  about  nine  thousand.  His  loss 
was  but  thirteen,  while  the  loss  of  the  British  was 
twenty-six  hundred. 

The  name  of  Gen.  Jackson  soon  began  to  be 
mentioned  in  connection  with  the  Presidency, 
but  in  1824  he  was  defeated  by  Mr.  Adams. 
He  was,  however,  successful  in  the  election  of 
1828,  and  was  re-elected  for  a  second  term  in 
1832.  In  1829,  just  before  he  assumed  the  reins 
of  government,  he  met  with  the  most  terrible 
affliction  of  his  life  in  the  death  of  his  wife,  whom 
he  had  loved  with  a  devotion  which  has  perhaps 
never  been  surpassed.  From  the  shock  of  her 
death  he  never  recovered. 

His  administration  was  one  of  the  most  mem- 
orable in  the  annals  of  our  country — applauded 
by  one  party,  condemned  by  the  other.  No  man 
had  more  bitter  enemies  or  warmer  friends.  At 
the  expiration  of  his  two  terms  of  office  he  retired 
to  the  Hermitage,  where  he  died  June  8 ,  1 845 .  The 
last  years  of  Mr.  Jackson's  life  were  those  of  a  de- 
voted Christian  man, 
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JWIARTIN  VAN  BUREN,  the  eighth  Presi- 
I Y  dent  of  the  United  States,  was  born  at  Kin- 
|(y  derhook,  N.  Y.,  December  5,  1782.  He 
died  at  the  same  place,  July  24,  1862.  His  body 
rests  in  the  cemetery  at  Kinderhook.  Above  it  is 
a  plain  granite  shaft,  fifteen  feet  high,  bearing  a 
simple  inscription  about  half-way  up  on  one  face. 
The  lot  is  unfenced,  unbordered  or  unbounded 
by  shrub  or  flower. 

There  is  but  little  in  the  life  of  Martin  Van 
Buren  of  romantic  interest.  He  fought  no  battles, 
engaged  in  no  wild  adventures.  Though  his  life 
was  stormy  in  political  and  intellectual  conflicts, 
and  he  gained  many  signal  victories,  his  days 
passed  uneventful  in  those  incidents  which  give 
zest  to  biography.  His  ancestors,  as  his  name  indi- 
cates, were  of  Dutch  origin,  and  were  among  the 
earliest  emigrants  from  Holland  to  the  banks  of 
the  Hudson.  His  father  was  a  farmer,  residing 
in  the  old  town  of  Kinderhook.  His  mother,  also 
of  Dutch  lineage,  was  a  woman  of  superior  intel- 
ligence and  exemplary  piety. 

He  was  decidedly  a  precocious  boy,  developing 
unusual  activity,  vigor  and  strength  of  mind.  At 
the  age  of  fourteen,  he  had  finished  his  academic 
studies  in  his  native  village,  and  commenced  the 
study  of  law.  As  .he  had  not  a  collegiate  educa- 
tion, seven  years  oif  study  in  a  law-office  were  re- 
quired of  him  before  he  could  be  admitted  to  the 
Bar.  Inspired  with  a  lofty  ambition,  and  con- 
scious of  his  powers,  he  pursued  his  studies  with 
indefatigable  industry.  After  spending  six  years 
in  an  ofiice  in  his  native  village,  he  v\^ent  to  the  city 
of  New  York,  and  prosecuted  his  studies  for  the 
seventh  year. 
In  1803,  Mr.  Van  Buren,  then  twenty-one  years 


of  age,  commenced  the  practice  of  law  in  his  na- 
tive village.  The  great  conflict  between  the  Federal 
and  Republican  parties  was  then  at  its  height. 
Mr.  Van  Buren  was  from  the  beginning  a  politi- 
cian. He  had,  perhaps,  imbibed  that  spirit  while 
listening  to  the  many  discussions  which  had  been 
carried  on  in  his  father' s  hotel.  He  was  in  cordial 
sympathy  with  Jefferson,  and  earnestly  and  elo- 
quently espoused  the  cause  of  State  Rights,  though 
at  that  time  the  Federal  party  held  the  supremacy 
both  in  his  town  and  State. 

His  success  and  increasing  reputation  led  him 
after  six  years  of  practice  to  remove  to  Hudson, 
the  county  seat  of  his  county.  Here  he  spent 
seven  years,  constantly  gaining  strength  by  con- 
tending in  the  courts  with  some  of  the  ablest  men 
who  have  adorned  the  Bar  of  his  State. 

Just  before  leaving Xinderhook  for  Hudson,  Mr. 
Van  Buren  married  a  lady  alike  distinguished  for 
beauty  and  accomplishments.  After  twelve  short 
years  she  sank  into  the  grave,  a  victim  of  con- 
sumption, leaving  her  husband  and  four  sons  to 
weep  over  her  loss.  For  twenty-five  years,  Mr. 
Van  Buren  was  an  earnest,  successful,  assiduous 
lawyer.  The  record  of  those  years  is  barren  in 
items  of  public  interest.  In  181 2,  when  thirty 
years  of  age,  he  was  chosen  to  the  State  Senate, 
and  gave  his  strenuous  support  to  Mr.  Madison's 
administration.  In  181 5,  he  was  appointed  At- 
torney-General, and  the  next  year  moved  to  Al- 
bany, the  capital  of  the  State. 

While  he  was  acknowledged  as  one  of  the  most 
prominent  leaders  of  the  Democratic  party,  he  had 
the  moral  courage  to  avow  that  true  democracy  did 
not  require  that '  'universal  suffrage' '  which  admits 
the  vile,  the  degraded,  the  ignorant,  to  the  right 
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of  governing  the  State.  In  true  consistency  with 
his  democratic  principles,  he  contended  that,  while 
the  path  leading  to  the  privilege  of  voting  should 
be  open  to  every  man  without  distinction,  no  one 
should  be  invested  with  that  sacred  prerogative 
unless  he  were  in  some  degree  qualified  for  it  by 
intelligence,  virtue,  and  some  property  interests  in 
the  welfare  of  the  State. 

In  1 82 1  he  was  elected  a  member  of  the  United 
States  Senate,  and  in  the  same  year  he  took  a 
seat  in  the  convention  to  revise  the  Constitution  of 
his  native  State.  His  course  in  this  convention 
secured  the  approval  of  men  of  all  parties.  No 
one  could  doubt  the  singleness  of  his  endeavors  to 
promote  the  interests  of  all  classes  in  the  com- 
munity. In  the  Senate  of  the  United  States,  he 
rose  at  once  to  a  conspicuous  position  as  an  active 
and  useful  legislator. 

In  1827,  John  Quincy  Adams  being  then  in  the 
Presidential  chair,  Mr.  Van  Buren  was  re-elected 
to  the  Senate.  He  had  been  from  the  beginning 
a  determined  opposer  of  the  administration,  adopt- 
ing the  '  'State  Rights' '  view  in  opposition  to  what 
was  deemed  the  Federal  proclivities  of  Mr.  Adams. 

Soon  after  this,  in  1828,  he  was  chosen  Governor 
of  the  State  of  New  York,  and  accordingly  resigned 
his  seat  in  the  Senate.  Probably  no  one  in  the 
United  States  contributed  so  much  towards  eject- 
ing John  Q.  Adams  from  the  Presidential  chair, 
and  placing  in  it  Andrew  Jackson,  as  did  Martin 
Van  Buren.  Whether  entitled  to  the  reputation 
or  not,  he  certainly  w^as  regarded  throughout  the 
United  States  as  one  of  the  most  skillful,  sagacious 
and  cunning  of  politicians.  It  was  supposed  that 
no  one  knew  so  well  as  he  how  to  touch  the  secret 
springs  of  action,  how  to  pull  all  the  wires  to 
put  his  machinery  in  motion,  and  how  to  organize 
a  political  army  which  would  secretly  and  stealth- 
ily accomplish  the  most  gigantic  results.  By  these 
powers  it  is  said  that  he  outwitted  Mr.  Adams,  Mr. 
Clay,  and  Mr.  Webster,  and  secured  results  which 
.ew  then  thought  could  be  accomplished. 

When  Andrew  Jackson  was  elected  President 
he  appointed  Mr.  Van  Buren  Secretary  of  State. 
This  position  he  resigned  in  1831,  and  was  im- 
mediately appointed  Minister  to  England,  where 
he  went  the  same  autumn.     The  Senate,  however, 


when  it  met,  refused  to  ratify  the  nomination,  and 
he  returned  home,  apparently  untroubled.  Later 
he  was  nominated  Vice-President  in  the  place  of 
Calhoun,  at  the  re-election  of  President  Jackson, 
and  with  smiles  for  all  and  frowns  for  none,  he 
took  his  place  at  the  head  of  that  Senate  which  had 
refused  to  confirm  his  nomination  as  ambassador. 

His  rejection  by  the  Senate  roused  all  the  zeal 
of  President  Jackson  in  behalf  of  his  repudiated 
favorite;  and  this,  probably,  more  than  any  other 
cause  secured  his  elevation  to  the  chair  of  the 
Chief  Executive.  On  the  20th  of  May,  1836,  Mr. 
Van  Buren  received  the  Democratic  nomination 
to  succeed  Gen.  Jackson  as  President  of  the  United 
States.  He  was  elected  by  a  handsome  majority, 
to  the  delight  of  the  retiring  President.  *  'Leaving 
New  York  out  of  the  canvass,"  says  Mr.  Parton, 
*  'the  election  of  Mr.  Van  Buren  to  the  Presidency 
was  as  much  the  act  of  Gen.  Jackson  as  though 
the  Constitution  had  conferred  upon  him  the  power 
to  appoint  a  successor. ' ' 

His  administration  was  filled  with  exciting 
events.  The  insurrection  in  Canada,  which 
threatened  to  involve  this  country  in  war  with 
England,  the  agitation  of  the  vSlavery  question, 
and  finally  the  great  commercial  panic  which 
spread  over  the  country,  all  were  trials  of  his  wis- 
dom. The  financial  distress  was  attributed  to 
the  management  of  the  Democratic  party,  and 
brought  the  President  into  such  disfavor  that  he 
failed  of  re-election,  and  on  the  4th  of  March, 
1 841,  he  retired  from  the  presidency. 

With  the  exception  of  being  nominated  for  the 
Presidency  by  the  '  'Free  Soil' '  Democrats  in  1848, 
Mr.  Van  Buren  lived  quietly  upon  his  estate  until 
his  death.  He  had  ever  been  a  prudent  man,  of 
frugal  habits,  and,  living  within  his  income,  had 
now  fortunately  a  competence  for  his  decHning 
years.  From  his  fine  estate  at  lyindenwald,  he 
still  exerted  a  powerful  influence  upon  the  politics 
of  the  country.  From  this  time  until  his  death, 
on  the  24th  of  July,  1862,  at  the  age  of  eighty 
years,  he  resided  at  Lindenwald,  a  gentleman  of 
leisure,  of  culture  and  wealth,  enjoying  in  a 
healthy  old  age  probably  far  more  happiness  than 
he  had  before  experienced  amid  the  stormy  scenes 
of  his  active  life. 
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WIIyWAM  HENRY  HARRISON,  the  ninth 
President  of  the  United  States,  was  born 
at  Berkeley,  Va.,  February  9,  1773.  His 
father,  Benjamin  Harrison,  was  in  comparatively 
opulent  circumstances,  and  was  one  of  the  most 
distinguished  men  of  his  day.  He  was  an  inti- 
mate friend  of  George  Washington,  was  early 
elected  a  member  of  the  Continental  Congress, 
and  was  conspicuous  among  the  patriots  of  Vir- 
ginia in  resisting  the  encroachments  of  the  British 
crown.  In  the  celebrated  Congress  of  1775,  Ben- 
jamin Harrison  and  John  Hancock  were  both 
candidates  for  the  office  of  Speaker. 

Mr.  Harrison  was  subsequently  chosen  Gov- 
ernor of  Virginia,  and  was  twice  re-elected.  His 
son  William  Henry,  of  course,  enjoyed  in  child- 
hood all  the  advantages  which  wealth  and  intel- 
lectual and  cultivated  society  could  give.  Hav- 
ing received  a  thorough  common-school  educa- 
tion, he  entered  Hampden  Sidney  College,  where 
he  graduated  with  honor  soon  after  the  death  of 
his  father.  He  then  repaired  to  Philadelphia  to 
study  medicine  under  the  instructions  of  Dr.  Rush 
and  the  guardianship  of  Robert  Morris,  both  of 
whom  were,  with  his  father,  signers  of  the  Dec- 
laration of  Independence. 

Upon  the  outbreak  of  the  Indian  troubles,  and 
notwithstanding  the  remonstrances  of  his  friends, 
he  abandoned  his  medical  studies  and  entered  the 
army,  having  obtained  a  commission  as  Ensign 
from  President  Washington.  He  was  then  but 
nineteen  years  old.  From  that  time  he  passed 
gradually  upward  in  rank  until  he  became  aide 
to  Gen.  Wayne,  after  whose  death  he  resigned 
his  commission.  He  was  then  appointed  Secre- 
tary of  the  Northwestern  Territory.  This  Terri- 
tory was  then  entitled  to  but  one  member  in  Con- 


gress, and  Harrison  was  chosen  to  fill  that  position. 
In  the  spring  of  1800  the  Northwestern  Terri- 
tory was  divided  by  Congress  into  two  portions. 
The  eastern  portion,  comprising  the  region  now 
embraced  in  the  State  of  Ohio,  was  called  *  *  The 
Territory  northwest  of  the  Ohio. ' '  The  western 
portion,  which  included  what  is  now  called  Indi- 
ana, Illinois  and  Wisconsin,  was  called  *  *the  Indi- 
ana Territory."  William  Henry  Harrison,  then 
twenty-seven  years  of  age,  was  appointed  by  John 
Adams  Governor  of  the  Indiana  Territory,  and 
immediately  after  also  Governor  of  Upper  Loui- 
siana. He  was  thus  ruler  over  almost  as  exten- 
sive a  realm  as  any  sovereign  upon  the  globe. 
He  was  Superintendent  of  Indian  Affairs,  and 
was  invested  with  powers  nearly  dictatorial  over 
the  then  rapidly  increasing  white  population .  The 
ability  and  fidelity  with  which  he  discharged 
these  responsible  duties  may  be  inferred  from  the 
fact  that  he  was  four  times  appointed  to  this 
office— first  by  John  Adams,  twice  by  Thomas 
Jefferson,  and  afterwards  by  President  Madison. 

When  he  began  his  administration  there  were 
but  three  white  settlements  in  that  almost  bound- 
less region,  now  crowded  with  cities  and  resound- 
ing with  all  the  tumult  of  wealth  and  traffic. 
One  of  these  settlements  was  on  the  Ohio,  nearly 
opposite  lyouisville;  one  at  Vincennes,  on  the 
Wabash;  and  the  third  was  a  French  settlement. 

The  vast  wilderness  over  which  Gov.  Harrison 
reigned  was  filled  with  many  tribes  of  Indians. 
About  the  year  1806,  two  extraordinary  men, 
twin  brothers  of  the  Shawnee  tribe,  rose  among 
them.  One  of  these  was  called  Tecumseh,  or 
*'the  Crouching  Panther;''  the  other  OUiwa- 
checa,  or  **the  Prophet."  Tecumseh  was  not 
only  an  Indian  warrior,  but  a  man  of  great  sagac- 
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ity,  far-reaching  foresight  and  indomitable  perse- 
verance in  any  enterprise  in  which  he  might  en- 
gage. His  brother,  the  Prophet,  was  an  orator, 
who  could  sway  the  feelings  of  the  untutored  In- 
dians as  the  gale  tossed  the  tree-tops  beneath 
which  they  dwelt.  With  an  enthusiasm  unsur- 
passed by  Peter  the  Hermit  rousing  Europe  to  the 
crusades,  he  went  from  tribe  to  tribe,  assuming 
that  he  was  specially  sent  by  the  Great  Spirit. 

Gov.  Harrison  made  many  attempts  to  con- 
ciliate the  Indians,  but  at  last  war  came,  and  at 
Tippecanoe  the  Indians  were  routed  with  great 
slaughter.  October  28,  18 12,  his  army  began  its 
march.  When  near  the  Prophet's  town,  three 
Indians  of  rank  made  their  appearance  and  in- 
quired why  Gov.  Harrison  was  approaching  them 
in  so  hostile  an  attitude.  After  a  short  confer- 
ence, arrangements  were  made  for  a  meeting  the 
next  day  to  agree  upon  terms  of  peace. 

But  Gov.  Harrison  was  too  well  acquainted 
with  the  Indian  character  to  be  deceived  by  such 
protestations.  Selecting  a  favorable  spot  for  his 
night's  encampment,  he  took  every  precaution 
against  surprise.  His  troops  were  posted  in  a 
hollow  square  and  slept  upon  their  arms.  The 
wakeful  Governor,  between  three  and  four  o'  clock 
in  the  morning,  had  risen,  and  was  sitting 
in  conversation  with  his  aides  by  the  embers 
of  a  waning  fire.  It  was  a  chill,  cloudy  morning, 
with  a  drizzling  rain.  In  the  darkness,  the  In- 
dians had  crept  as  near  as  possible,  and  just  then, 
with  a  savage  yell,  rushed,  with  all  the  despera- 
tion which  superstition  and  passion  most  highly 
inflamed  could  give,  upon  the  left  flank  of  the 
little  army.  The  savages  had  been  amply  pro- 
vided with  guns  and  ammunition  by  the  English, 
and  their  war-whoop  was  accompanied  by  a 
shower  of  bullets. 

The  camp-fires  were  instantly  extinguished,  as 
the  light  aided  the  Indians  in  their  aim,  and 
Gen.  Harrison's  troops  stood  as  immovable  as 
the  rocks  around  them  until  day  dawned,  when 
they  made  a  simultaneous  charge  with  the  bayo- 
net and  swept  everything  before  them,  completely 
routing  the  foe. 

Gov.  Harrison  now  had  all  his  energies  tasked 
to  the  utmost.     The  British,  descending  from  the 


Canadas,  were  of  themselves  a  very  formidable 
force,  but  with  their  savage  allies  rushing  like 
wolves  from  the  forest,  burning,  plundering,  scalp- 
ing, torturing,  the  wide  frontier  was  plunged  into 
a  state  of  consternation  which  even  the  most  vivid 
imagination  can  but  faintly  conceive.  Gen.  Hull 
had  made  an  ignominious  surrender  of  his  forces  at 
Detroit.  Under  these  despairing  circumstances, 
GoVo  Harrison  was  appointed  by  President  Madi- 
son Commander-in-Chief  of  the  Northwestern 
Army,  with  orders  to  retake  Detroit  and  to  protect 
the  frontiers.  It  would  be  difiicult  to  place  a  man 
in  a  situation  demanding  more  energy,  sagacity 
and  courage,  but  he  was  found  equal  to  the 
position,  and  nobly  and  triumphantly  did  he  meet 
all  the  responsibilities. 

In  18 16,  Gen.  Harrison  was  chosen  a  member 
of  the  National  House  of  Representatives,  to  rep- 
resent the  District  of  Ohio.  In  Congress  he  proved 
an  active  member,  and  whenever  he  spoke  it  was 
with  a  force  of  reason  and  power  of  eloquence 
which  arrested  the  attention  of  all  the  members. 

In  1 8 19,  Harrison  was  elected  to  the  Senate  of 
Ohio,  and  in  1824,  as  one  of  the  Presidential  Elec- 
tors of  that  State,  he  gave  his  vote  for  Henry 
Clay.  The  same  year  he  was  chosen  to  the  Uni- 
ted States  Senate.  In  1836  his  friends  brought 
him  forward  as  a  candidate  for  the  Presidency 
against  Van  Buren,  but  he  was  defeated.  At  the 
close  of  Mr.  Van  Buren 's  term,  he  was  re-nom- 
inated by  his  party,  and  Mr.  Harrison  was  unani- 
mously nominated  by  the  Whigs,  with  John  Tyler 
for  the  Vice-Presidency.  The  contest  was  very 
animated.  Gen.  Jackson  gave  all  his  influence  to 
prevent  Harrison's  election,  but  his  triumph  was 
signal. 

The  cabinet  which  he  formed,  with  Daniel  Web- 
ster at  its  head  as  Secretary  of  State,  was  one  of 
the  most  brilliant  with  which  any  President  had 
ever  been  surrounded.  Never  were  the  prospects 
of  an  administration  more  flattering,  or  the  hopes 
of  the  country  more  sanguine.  In  the  midst  of 
these  bright  and  joyous  prospects,  Gen.  Harrison 
was  seized  by  a  pleurisy-fever,  and  after  a  few 
days  of  violent  sickness  died,  on  the  4th  of  April, 
just  one  month  after  his  inauguration  a$  President 
of  the  United  States. 
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([ OHN  TYLER,  the  tenth  President  of  the 
I  United  States,  and  was  born  in  Charles 
Q)  City  County,  Va.,  March  29,  1790.  He  was 
the  favored  child  of  affluence  and  high  social  po- 
sition. At  the  early  age  of  twelve,  John  entered 
William  and  Mary  College,  and  graduated  with 
much  honor  when  but  seventeen  years  old.  After 
graduating,  he  devoted  himself  with  great  assi- 
duity to  the  study  of  law,  partly  with  his  father 
and  partly  with  Edmund  Randolph,  one  of  the 
most  distinguished  lawyers  of  Virginia. 

At  nineteen  years  of  age,  he  commenced  the 
practice  of  law.  His  success  was  rapid  and  as- 
tonishing. It  is  said  that  three  months  had  not 
elapsed  ere  there  was  scarcely  a  case  on  the 
docket  of  the  court  in  which  he  was  not  retained. 
When  but  twenty-one  years  of  age,  he  was  almost 
unanimously  elected  to  a  seat  in  the  State  Legis- 
lature. He  connected  himself  with  the  Demo- 
cratic party,  and  warmly  advocated  the  measures 
of  Jefferson  and  Madison.  For  five  successive 
years  he  was  elected  to  the  Legislature,  receiving 
nearly  the  unanimous  vote  of  his  county. 

When  but  twenty-six  years  of  age,  he  was 
elected  a  Member  of  Congress.  Here  he  acted  ear- 
nestly and  ably  with  the  Democratic  party,  oppos- 
ing a  national  bank,  internal  improvements  by 
the  General  Government,  and  a  protective  tariff; 
advocating  a  strict  construction  of  the  Constitu- 
tion and  the  most  careful  vigilance  over  State 
rights.  His  labors  in  Congress  were  so  arduous 
that  before  the  close  of  his  second  term  he  found 
it  necessary  to  resign  and  retire  to  his  estate  in 
Charles  City  County  to  recruit  his  health.  He, 
however,  soon  after  consented  to  take  his  seat  in 
the  State  Legislature,  where  his  influence  was 
powerful  in  promoting  public  works  of  great 
utility.  With  a  reputation  thus  constantly  in- 
creasing, he  was  chosen  by  a  very  large  majority 
of  votes  Governor  of  his  native  State.  His  ad- 
ministration was  a  signally  successful  one,  and  his 
popularity  secured  his  re-election. 


John  Randolph,  a  brilliant,  erratic,  half-crazed 
man,  then  represented  Virginia  in  the  Senate  of 
the  United  States.  A  portion  of  the  Democratic 
party  was  displeased  with  Mr.  Randolph's  way- 
ward course,  and  brought  forward  John  Tyler  as 
his  opponent,  considering  him  the  only  man  in 
Virginia  of  sufficient  popularity  to  succeed 
against  the  renowned  orator  of  Roanoke.  Mr. 
Tyler  was  the  victor. 

In  accordance  with  his  professions,  upon  tak- 
ing his  seat  in  the  Senate  he  joined  the  ranks  of 
the  opposition.  He  opposed  the  tariff,  and  spoke 
against  and  voted  against  the  bank  as  unconsti- 
tutional; he  strenuously  opposed  all  restrictions 
upon  slavery,  resisting  all  projects  of  internal  im- 
provements by  the  General  Government,  and 
avowed  his  sympathy  with  Mr.  Calhoun's  view 
of  nullification;  he  declared  that  Gen.  Jackson, 
by  his  opposition  to  the  nullifiers,  had  abandoned 
the  principles  of  the  Democratic  party.  Such 
was  Mr.  Tyler's  record  in  Congress — a  record  in 
perfect  accordance  with  the  principles  which  he 
had  always  avowed. 

Returning  to  Virginia,  he  resumed  the  practice 
of  his  profession.  There  was  a  split  in  the  Demo- 
cratic party.  His  friends  still  regarded  him  as  a 
true  Jeffersonian,  gave  him  a  dinner,  and  show- 
ered compliments  upon  him.  He  had  now  at- 
tained the  age  of  forty-six,  and  his  career  had  been 
very  brilliant.  In  consequence  of  his  devotion  to 
public  business,  his  private  affairs  had  fallen  into 
some  disorder,  and  it  was  not  without  satisfac- 
tion that  he  resumed  the  practice  of  law,  and  de- 
voted himself  to  the  cultivation  of  his  plantation. 
Soon  after  this  he  removed  to  Williamsburg,  for 
the  better  education  of  his  children,  and  he  again 
took  his  seat  in  the  Legislature  of  Virginia. 

By  the  southern  Whigs  he  was  sent  to  the 
national  convention  at  Harrisburg  in  1839  to  nom- 
inate a  President.  The  majority  of  votes  were 
given  to  Gen  Harrison,  a  genuine  Whig,  much 
to  the  disappointment  of  the  South,  which  wished 
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for  Henry  Clay.  To  conciliate  the  southern 
Whigs  and  to  secure  their  vote,  the  convention 
then  nominated  John  Tyler  for  Vice-President. 
It  was  well  known  that  he  was  not  in  sympathy 
with  the  Whig  party  in  the  North;  but  the  Vice- 
President  has  very  little  power  in  the  Govern- 
ment, his  main  and  almost  only  duty  being  to 
preside  over  the  meetings  of  the  Senate.  Thus  it 
happened  that  a  Whig  President  and,  in  reality, 
a  Democratic  Vice-President  were  chosen. 

In  1 84 1,  Mr.  Tyler  was  inaugurated  Vice- 
President  of  the  United  States.  In  one  short 
month  from  that  time.  President  Harrison  died, 
and  Mr.  Tyler  thus  found  himself,  to  his  own 
surprise  and  that  of  the  whole  nation,  an  occu- 
pant of  the  Presidential  chair.  Hastening  from 
Williamsburg  to  Washington,  on  the  6th  of 
April  he  was  inaugurated  to  the  high  and  re- 
sponsible oflSce.  He  was  placed  in  a  position  of 
exceeding  delicacy  and  difficulty.  All  his  long 
life  he  had  been  opposed  to  the  main  principles  of 
the  party  which  had  brought  him  into  power. 
He  had  ever  been  a  consistent,  honest  man,  with 
an  unblemished  record.  Gen.  Harrison  had  se- 
lected a  Whig  cabinet.  Should  he  retain  them, 
and  thus  surround  himself  with  counselors  whose 
views  were  antagonistic  to  his  own  ?  or,  on  the 
other  hand,  should  he  turn  against  the  party 
which  had  elected  him,  and  select  a  cabinet  in 
harmony  with  himself,  and  which  would  oppose 
all  those  views  which  the  Whigs  deemed  essen- 
tial to  the  public  welfare  ?  This  was  his  fearful 
dilemma.  He  invited  the  cabinet  which  Presi- 
dent Harrison  had  selected  to  retain  their  seats, 
and  recommended  a  day  of  fasting  and  prayer, 
that  God  would  guide  and  bless  us. 

The  Whigs  carried  through  Congress  a  bill  for 
the  incorporation  of  a  fiscal  bank  of  vhe  United 
States.  The  President,  after  ten  days'  delay,  re- 
turned it  with  his  veto.  He  suggested,  however, 
that  he  would  approve  of  a  bill  drawn  up  upon 
such  a  plan  as  he  proposed.  Such  a  bill  was  ac- 
cordingly prepared,  and  privately  submitted  to 
him.  He  gave  it  his  approval.  It  was  passed 
without  alteration,  and  he  sent  it  back  with  his 
veto.  Here  commenced  the  open  rupture.  It  is 
said  that  Mr.  Tyler  was  provoked  to  this  meas- 


ure by  a  published  letter  from  the  Hon.  John  M. 
Botts,  a  distinguished  Virginia  Whig,  who  se- 
verely touched  the  pride  of  the  President. 

The  opposition  now  exultingly  received  the 
President  into  their  arms.  The  party  which 
elected  him  denounced  him  bitterly.  All  the 
members  of  his  cabinet,  excepting  Mr.  Webster, 
resigned.  The  Whigs  of  Congress,  both  the 
Senate  and  the  House,  held  a  meeting  and  issued 
an  address  to  the  people  of  the  United  States, 
proclaiming  that  all  political  alliance  between  the 
Whigs  and  President  Tyler  was  at  an  end. 

Still  the  President  attempted  to  conciliate.  He 
appointed  a  new  cabinet  of  distinguished  Whigs 
and  Conservatives,  carefully  leaving  out  all  strong 
party  men.  Mr.  Webster  soon  found  it  necessary 
to  resign,  forced  out  by  the  pressure  of  his  Whig 
friends.  Thus  the  four  years  of  Mr.  Tyler's  un- 
fortunate administration  passed  sadly  away.  No 
one  was  satisfied.  The  land  was  filled  with  mur- 
murs and  vituperation.  Whigs  and  Democrats 
alike  assailed  him.  More  and  more,  however,  he 
brought  himself  into  sympathy  with  his  old 
friends,  the  Democrats,  until  at  the  close  of  his 
term  he  gave  his  whole  influence  to  the  support 
of  Mr.  Polk,  the  Democratic  candidate  for  his 
successor. 

On  the  4th  of  March,  1845,  President  Tyler  re- 
tired from  the  harassments  of  office,  to  the  regret 
of  neither  party,  and  probably  to  his  own  unspeak- 
able relief.  The  remainder  of  his  days  were 
passed  mainly  in  the  retirement  of  his  beautiful 
home — Sherwood  Forest,  Charles  City  County, 
Va.  His  first  wife.  Miss  Letitia  Christian,  died 
in  Washington  in  1842;  and  in  June,  1844, 
he  was  again  married,  at  New  York,  to  Miss  Julia 
Gardiner,  a  young  lady  of  many  personal  and 
intellectual  accomplishments. 

When  the  great  Rebellion  rose,  which  the 
State  Rights  and  nullifying  doctrines  of  John  C. 
Calhoun  had  inaugurated.  President  Tyler  re- 
nounced his  allegiance  to  the  United  States,  and 
joined  the  Confederates.  He  was  chosen  a  mem- 
ber of  their  Congress,  and  while  engaged  in 
active  measures  to  destroy,  by  force  of  arms,  the 
Government  over  which  he  had  once  presided,  h€ 
was  taken  sick  and  soon  died. 
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(I  AMES  K.  POLK,  the  eleventh  President  of 
I  the  United  States,  was  born  in  Mecklenburgh 
Qj  County,  N.  C,  November  2,  1795.  His 
parents  were  Samuel  and  Jane  (Knox)  Polk,  the 
former  a  son  of  Col.  Thomas  Polk,  who  located 
at  the  above  place,  as  one  of  the  first  pioneers,  in 
1735.  In  1806,  with  his  wife  and  children,  and 
soon  after  followed  by  most  of  the  members  of  the 
Polk  family,  Samuel  Polk  emigrated  some  two  or 
three  hundred  miles  farther  west,  to  the  rich  val- 
ley of  the  Duck  River.  Here,  in  the  midst  of  the 
wilderness,  in  a  region  which  was  subsequently 
called  Maury  County,  they  erected  their  log  huts 
and  established  their  homes.  In  the  hard  toil  of 
a  new  farm  in  the  wilderness,  James  K.  Polk 
spent  the  early  years  of  his  childhood  and  youth. 
His  father,  adding  the  pursuit  of  a  surveyor  to 
that  of  a  farmer,  gradually  increased  in  wealth, 
until  he  became  one  of  the  leading  men  of  the 
region.  His  mother  was  a  superior  woman,  of 
strong  common  sense  and  earnest  piety. 

Very  early  in  life  James  developed  a  taste  for 
reading,  and  expressed  the  strongest  desire  to  ob- 
tain a  liberal  education.  His  mother's  training 
had  made  him  methodical  in  his  habits,  had  taught 
him  punctuality  and  industry,  and  had  inspired 
him  with  lofty  principles  of  morality.  His  health 
was  frail,  and  his  father,  fearing  that  he  might  not 
be  able  to  endure  a  sedentary  life,  got  a  situation 
for  him  behind  the  counter,  hoping  to  fit  him  for 
commercial  pursuits. 

This  was  to  James  a  bitter  disappointment.  He 
had  no  taste  for  these  duties,  and  his  daily  tasks 
were  irksome  in  the  extreme.  He  remained  in  this 
uncongenial  occupation  but  a  few  wrecks,  when, 
at  his  earnest  solicitation,  his  fatlier  removed 
him  and  made  arrangements  for  him  to  pros- 
ecute his  studies.  Soon  after  he  sent  him  to  Mur- 
freesboro  Academy.  With  ardor  which  could 
scarcely  be  surpassed,  he  pressed  forward  in  his 


studies,  and  in  less  than  two  and  a-half  years,  in 
the  autumn  of  18 15,  entered  the  sophomore  class 
in  the  University  of  North  Carolina,  at  Chapel 
Hill.  Here  he  was  one  of  the  most  exemplary  of 
scholars,  punctual  in  every  exercise,  never  allow- 
ing himself  to  be  absent  from  a  recitation  or  a 
religious  service. 

Mr.  Polk  graduated  in  18 18,  with  the  highest 
honors,  being  deemed  the  best  scholar  of  his  class, 
both  in  mathematics  and  the  classics.  He  was 
then  twenty-three  years  of  age.  His  health  was 
at  this  time  much  impaired  by  the  assiduity  with 
which  he  had  prosecuted  his  studies.  After  a 
short  season  of  relaxation,  he  went  to  Nashville, 
and  entered  the  ofiice  of  Felix  Grundy,  to  study 
law.  Here  Mr.  Polk  renewed  his  acquaintance 
with  Andrew  Jackson,  who  resided  on  his  planta- 
tion, the  **  Hermitage,"  but  a  few  miles  from 
Nashville.  They  had  probably  been  slightly  ac- 
quainted before. 

Mr.  Polk's  father  was  a  Jeffersonian  Republican 
and  James  K.  adhered  to  the  same  political  faith. 
He  was  a  popular  public  speaker,  and  was  con- 
stantly called  upon  to  address  the  meetings  of  his 
party  friends.  His  skill  as  a  speaker  was  such 
that  he  was  popularly  called  the  Napoleon  of  the 
stump.  He  was  a  man  of  unblemished  morals, 
genial  and  courteous  in  his  bearing,  and  with  that 
sympathetic  nature  in  the  joys  and  griefs  of  oth- 
ers which  gave  him  hosts  of  friends.  In  1823, 
he  was  elected  to  the  Legislature  of  Tennessee, 
and  gave  his  strong  influence  toward  the  election 
of  his  friend,  Mr.  Jackson,  to  the  Presidency  of 
the  United  States. 

In  January,  1824,  Mr.  Polk  married  Miss  Sarah 
Childress,  of  Rutherford  County,  Tenn.  His 
bride  was  altogether  worthy  of  him — a  lady  of 
beauty  and  culture.  In  the  fall  of  1825  Mr.  Polk 
was  chosen  a  member  of  Congress,  and  the  satis- 
faction he  gave  his  constituents  may  be  inferred 
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from  the  fact,  that  for  fourteen  successive  years, 
or  until  1839,  he  was  continued  in  that  oiB&ce.  He 
then  voluntarily  withdrew,  only  that  he  might 
accept  the  Gubernatorial  chair  of  Tennessee.  In 
Congress  he  was  a  laborious  member,  a  frequent 
and  a  popular  speaker.  He  was  always  in  his 
seat,  always  courteous,  and  whenever  he  spoke 
it  was  always  to  the  point,  without  any  ambitious 
rhetorical  display. 

During  five  sessions  of  Congress  Mr.  Polk  was 
Speaker  of  the  House.  Strong  passions  were 
roused  and  stormy  scenes  were  witnessed,  but  he 
performed  his  arduous  duties  to  a  very  general 
satisfaction,  and  a  unanimous  vote  of  thanks  to 
him  was  passed  by  the  House  as  he  withdrew  on 
the  4th  of  March,  1839. 

In  accordance  with  Southern  usage,  Mr.  Polk, 
as  a  candidate  for  Governor,  canvassed  the  State. 
He  was  elected  by  a  large  majority,  and  on  Octo- 
ber 14,  1839,  took  the  oath  of  office  at  Nashville. 
In  1 841  his  term  of  office  expired,  and  he  was 
again  the  candidate  of  the  Democratic  party,  but 
was  defeated. 

On  the  4th  of  March,  1845,  Mr.  Polk  was  in- 
augurated President  of  the  United  States.  The 
verdict  of  the  country  in  favor  of  the  annexation 
of  Texas  exerted  its  influence  upon  Congress, 
and  the  last  act  of  the  administration  of  President 
Tyler  was  to  affix  his  signature  to  a  joint  resolu- 
tion of  Congress,  passed  on  the  3d  of  March,  ap- 
proving of  the  annexation  of  Texas  to  the  Union. 
As  Mexico  still  claimed  Texas  as  one  of  her 
provinces,  the  Mexican  Minister,  Almonte,  im- 
mediately demanded  his  passports  and  left  the 
country,  declaring  the  act  of  the  annexation  to  be 
an  act  hostile  to  Mexico. 

In  his  first  message,  President  Polk  urged  that 
Texas  should  immediately,  by  act  of  Congress,  be* 
received  into  the  Union  on  the  same  footing  with 
the  other  States.  In  the  mean  time,  Gen.  Taylor 
was  sent  with  an  army  into  Texas  to  hold  the 
country.  He  was  first  sent  to  Nueces,  which  the 
Mexicans  said  was  the  western  boundary  of  Tex- 
as. Then  he  was  sent  nearly  two  hundred  miles 
further  west,  to  the  Rio  Grande,  where  he  erected 
batteries  which  commanded  the  Mexican  city  of 
Matamoras,  which  was  situated  on  the  western 


banks.  The  anticipated  collision  soon  took  place, 
and  war  was  declared  against  Mexico  by  President 
Polk.  The  war  was  pushed  forward  by  his  ad- 
ministration with  great  vigor.  Gen.  Taylor, 
whose  army  was  first  called  one  of  ' '  observation, '  * 
then  of  ''occupation,'*  then  of  ''invasion,''  was 
sent  forward  to  Monterey.  The  feeble  Mexicans 
in  every  encounter  were  hopelessly  slaughtered. 
The  day  of  judgment  alone  can  reveal  the  misery 
which  this  war  caused.  It  was  by  the  ingenuity 
of  Mr.  Polk's  administration  that  the  war  was 
brought  on. 

"To  the  victors  belong  the  spoils."  Mexico 
was  prostrate  before  us.  Her  capital  was  in  our 
hands.  We  now  consented  to  peace  upon  the 
condition  that  Mexico  should  surrender  to  us,  in 
addition  to  Texas,  all  of  New  Mexico,  and  all  of 
Upper  and  Lower  California.  This  new  demand 
embraced,  exclusive  of  Texas,  eight  hundred 
thousand  square  miles.  This  was  an  extent  of 
territory  equal  to  nine  States  of  the  size  of  New 
York.  Thus  slavery  was  securing  eighteen  ma- 
jestic States  to  be  added  to  the  Union.  There 
were  some  Americans  who  thought  it  all  right; 
there  were  others  who  thought  it  all  wrong.  In 
the  prosecution  of  this  war  we  expended  twenty 
thousand  lives  and  more  than  f  100,000,000.  Of 
this  money  $15,000,000  were  paid  to  Mexico. 

On  the  3d  of  March,  1849,  Mr.  Polk  retired 
from  office,  having  served  one  term.  The  next 
day  was  Sunday.  On  the  5th,  Gen.  Taylor  was 
inaugurated  as  his  successor.  Mr.  Polk  rode  to 
the  Capitol  in  the  same  carriage  with  Gen.  Tay- 
lor, and  the  same  evening,  with  Mrs.  Polk,  he 
commenced  his  return  to  Tennessee.  He  was 
then  but  fifty-four  years  of  age.  He  had  always 
been  strictly  temperate  in  all  his  habits,  and  his 
health  was  good.  With  an  ample  fortune,  a 
choice  library,  a  cultivated  mind,  and  domestic 
ties  of  the  dearest  nature,  it  seemed  as  though 
long  years  of  tranquillity  and  happiness  were  be- 
fore him.  But  the  cholera — that  fearful  scourge 
— was  then  sweeping  up  the  Valley  of  the  Missis- 
sippi, and  he  contracted  the  disease,  dying  on  the 
15th  of  June,  1849,  in  the  fifty-fourth  year  of  his 
age,  greatly  mourned  by  his  countrymen. 
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G7ACHARY  TAYI^OR,  twelfth  President  of 
A  the  United  States,  was  born  on  the  24th  of 
/r)  November,  1784,  in  Orange  County,  Va. 
His  father,  Col.  Taylor,  was  a  Virginian  of 
note,  and  a  distinguished  patriot  and  soldier  of 
the  Revolution.  When  Zachary  was  an  infant, 
his  father,  with  his  wife  and  two  children,  emi- 
grated to  Kentucky,  where  he  settled  in  the  path- 
less wilderness,  a  few  miles  from  Louisville.  In 
this  frontier  home,  away  from  civilization  and  all 
its  refinements,  young  Zachary  could  enjoy  but 
few  social  and  educational  advantages.  When 
six  years  of  age  he  attended  a  common  school, 
and  was  then  regarded  as  a  bright,  active  boy, 
rather  remarkable  for  bluntness  and  decision  of 
character.  He  was  strong,  fearless  and  self-reli- 
ant, and  manifested  a  strong  desire  to  enter  the 
army  to  fight  the  Indians,  who  were  ravaging  the 
frontiers.  There  is  little  to  be  recorded  of  the 
uneventful  years  of  his  childhood  on  his  father's 
large  but  lonely  plantation. 

In  1808,  his  father  succeeded  in  obtaining  for 
him  a  commission  as  Lieutenant  in  the  United 
States  army,  and  he  joined  the  troops  which  were 
stationed  at  New  Orleans  under  Gen.  Wilkinson. 
Soon  after  this  he  married  Miss  Margaret  Smith, 
a  young  lady  from  one  of  the  first  families  of 
Maryland. 

Immediately  after  the  declaration  of  war  with 
England,  in  1812,  Capt.  Taylor  (for  he  had  then 
been  promoted  to  that  rank)  was  put  in  command 
of  Ft.  Harrison,  on  the  Wabash,  about  fifty  miles 
above  Vincennes.  This  fort  had  been  built  in  the 
wilderness  by  Gen.  Harrison,  on  his  march  to 
Tippecanoe.  It  was  one  of  the  first  points  of  at- 
tack by  the  Indians,  led  by  Tecumseh.  Its  garri- 
son consisted  of  a  broken  company  of  infantry, 
numbering  fifty  men,  many  of  whom  were  sick. 

Early  in  the  autumn  of  181 2,  the  Indians, 
stealthily,  and  in  large  numbers,  moved  upon  the 


fort.  Their  approach  was  first  indicated  by  the 
murder  of  two  soldiers  just  outside  of  the  stockade. 
Capt.  Taylor  made  every  possible  preparation  to 
meet  the  anticipated  assault.  On  the  4th  of  Sep- 
tember, a  band  of  forty  painted  and  plumed  sav- 
ages came  to  the  fort,  waving  a  white  flag,  and 
informed  Capt.  Taylor  that  in  the  morning  their 
chief  would  come  to  have  a  talk  with  him.  It 
was  evident  that  their  object  was  merely  to  ascer- 
tain the  state  of  things  at  the  fort,  and  Capt. 
Taylor,  well  versed  in  the  wiles  of  the  savages, 
kept  them  at  a  distance. 

The  sun  went  down;  ihe  savages  disappeared; 
the  garrison  slept  upon  their  arms.  One  hour 
before  midnight  the  war-whoop  burst  from  a 
thousand  lips  in  the  forest  around,  followed  by 
the  discharge  of  musketry  and  the  rush  of  the 
foe.  Every  man,  sick  and  well,  sprang  to  his 
post.  Every  man  knew  that  defeat  was  not 
merely  death,  but,  in  the  case  of  capture,  death  by 
the  most  agonizing  and  prolonged  torture.  No 
pen  can  describe,  no  imagination  can  conceive,  the 
scenes  which  ensued.  The  savages  succeeded  in 
setting  fire  to  one  of  the  block-houses.  Until  six 
o'clock  in  the  morning  this  awful  conflict  con- 
tinued, when  the  savages,  baffled  at  every  point 
and  gnashing  their  teeth  with  rage,  retired. 
Capt.  Taylor,  for  this  gallant  defense,  was  pro- 
moted to  the  rank  of  Major  by  brevet. 

Until  the  close  of  the  war,  Maj.  Taylor  was 
placed  in  such  situations  that  he  saw  but  little 
more  of  active  service.  He  was  sent  far  away 
into  the  depths  of  the  wilderness  to  Ft.  Craw- 
ford, on  Fox  River,  which  empties  into  Green 
Bay.  Here  there  was  little  to  be  done  but  to 
wear  away  the  tedious  hours  as  one  best  could. 
There  were  no  books,  no  society,  no  intellectual 
stimulus.  Thus  with  him  the  uneventful  years 
rolled  on.  Gradually  he  rose  to  the  rank  of 
Colonel.     In  the  Black  Hawk  War,  which  re- 
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suited  in  the  capture  of  that  renowned  chieftain, 
Col.  Taylor  took  a  subordinate,  but  a  brave  and 
efficient,  part. 

For  twenty-four  years  Col.  Taylor  was  engaged 
in  the  defense  of  the  frontiers,  in  scenes  so  re- 
mote, and  in  employments  so  obscure,  that  his 
name  was  unknown  beyond  the  limits  of  his  own 
immediate  acquaintance.  In  the  year  1836,  he 
was  sent  to  Florida  to  compel  the  Seminole  Indi- 
ans to  vacate  that  region,  and  retire  beyond  the 
Mississippi,  as  their  chiefs  by  treaty  had  prom- 
ised they  should  do.  The  services  rendered  here 
secured  for  Col.  Taylor  the  high  appreciation  of 
the  Government,  and  as  a  reward  he  was  ele- 
vated to  the  high  rank  of  Brigadier- General  by 
brevet,  and  soon  after,  in  May,  1838,  was  ap- 
pointed to  the  chief  command  of  the  United 
States  troops  in  Florida. 

After  two  years  of  wearisome  employment 
amidst  the  everglades  of  the  Peninsula,  Gen.  Tay- 
lor obtained,  at  his  own  request,  a  change  of 
command,  and  was  stationed  over  the  Department 
of  the  Southwest.  This  field  embraced  Louisiana, 
Mississippi,  Alabama  and  Georgia.  Establishing 
his  headquarters  at  Ft.  Jessup,  in  Louisiana,  he 
removed  his  family  to  a  plantation  which  he  pur- 
chased near  Baton  Rouge.  Here  he  remained 
for  five  years,  buried,  as  it  were,  from  the  world, 
but  faithfiilly  discharging  every  duty  imposed 
upon  him. 

In  1846,  Gen.  Taylor  was  sent  to  guard  the 
land  between  the  Nueces  and  Rio  Grande,  the 
latler  river  being  the  boundary  of  Texas,  which 
was  then  claimed  by  the  United  States.  Soon 
the  war  with  Mexico  was  brought  on,  and  at  Palo 
Alto  and  Resaca  de  la  Palma,  Gen.  Taylor  won 
brilliant  victories  over  the  Mexicans.  The  rank 
of  Major-General  by  brevet  was  then  conferred 
upon  Gen.  Taylor,  and  his  name  was  received 
with  enthusiasm  almost  everywhere  in  the  na- 
tion. Then  came  the  battles  of  Monterey  and 
Buena  Vista,  in  which  he  won  signal  victories 
over  forces  much  larger  than  he  commanded. 

The  tidings  of  the  brilliant  victory  of  Buena 
Vista  spread  the  wildest  enthusiasm  over  the 
country.  The  name  of  Gen.  Taylor  was  on 
every  one's  lips.     The  Whig  party  decided  to 


take  advantage  of  this  wonderful  popularity  in 
bringing  forward  the  unpolished,  unlettered,  hon- 
est soldier  as  their  candidate  for  the  Presidency. 
Gen.  Taylor  was  astonished  at  the  announce- 
ment, and  for  a  time  would  not  listen  to  it,  de- 
claring that  he  was  not  at  all  qualified  for  such 
an  ofiice.  So  little  interest  had  he  taken  in  poli- 
tics, that  for  forty  years  he  had  not  cast  a  vote. 
It  was  not  without  chagrin  that  several  distin- 
guished statesmen,  who  had  been  long  years  in 
the  public  service,  found  their  claims  set  aside  in 
behalf  of  one  whose  name  had  never  been  heard 
of,  save  in  connection  with  Palo  Alto,  Resaca  de 
la  Palma,  Monterey  and  Buena  Vista.  It  is  said 
that  Daniel  Webster,  in  his  haste,  remarked,  "  It 
is  a  nomination  not  fit  to  be  made." 

Gen.  Taylor  was  not  an  eloquent  speaker  nor  a 
fine  writer.  His  friends  took  possession  of  him, 
and  prepared  such  few  communications  as  it  was 
needful  should  be  presented  to  the  public.  The 
popularity  of  the  successful  warrior  swept  the 
land.  He  was  triumphantly  elected  over  two 
opposing  candidates, — Gen.  Cass  and  Ex-Presi- 
dent Martin  Van  Buren.  Though  he  selected  an 
excellent  cabinet,  the  good  old  man  found  himself 
in  a  very  uncongenial  position,  and  was  at  times 
sorely  perplexed  and  harassed.  His  mental  suf- 
ferings were  very  severe,  and  probabl}^  tended  to 
hasten  his  death.  The  pro-slavery  party  was 
pushing  its  claims  with  tireless  energy;  expedi- 
tions were  fitting  out  to  capture  Cuba;  California 
was  pleading  for  admission  to  the  Union,  while 
slavery  stood  at  the  door  to  bar  her  out.  Gen. 
Taylor  found  the  political  conflicts  in  Washington 
to  be  far  more  trying  to  the  nerves  than  battles 
with  Mexicans  or  Indians. 

In  the  midst  of  all  these  troubles,  Gen.  Taylor, 
after  he  had  occupied  the  Presidential  chair  but 
little  over  a  year,  took  cold,  and  after  a  brief 
sickness  of  but  little  over  five  days,  died,  on  the 
9th  of  July,  1850.  His  last  words  were,  '*I  am 
not  afraid  to  die.  I  am  ready.  I  have  endeav- 
ored to  do  my  duty."  He  died  universally  re- 
spected and  beloved.  An  honest,  unpretending 
man,  he  had  been  steadily  growing  in  the  affec- 
tions of  the  people,  and  the  Nation  bitterly  la- 
mented his  death. 
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yyi  ILI^ARD  FILLMORE,  thirteenth  President 
y  of  the  United  States,  was  born  at  Summer 
ti  Hill,  Cayuga  County,  N.  Y.,  on  the  7th  of 
January,  1 800.  His  father  was  a  farmer,  and,  owing 
to  misfortune,  in  humble  circumstances.  Of  his 
mother,  the  daughter  of  Dr.  Abiathar  Millard,  of 
Pittsfield,  Mass.,  it  has  been  said  that  she  pos- 
sessed an  intellect  of  a  high  order,  united  with 
much  personal  loveliness,  sweetness  of  disposi- 
tion, graceful  manners  and  exquisite  sensibilities. 
She  died  in  1831,  having  lived  to  see  her  son  a 
young  man  of  distinguished  promise,  though  she 
was  not  permitted  to  witness  the  high  dignity 
which  he  finally  attained. 

In  consequence  of  the  secluded  home  and  limited 
means  of  his  father,  Millard  enjoyed  but  slender 
advantages  for  education  in  his  early  years.  The 
common  schools,  which  he  occasionally  attended, 
were  very  imperfect  institutions,  and  books  were 
scarce  and  expensive.  There  was  nothing  then 
in  his  character  to  indicate  the  brilliant  career 
upon  which  he  was  about  to  enter.  He  was  a 
plain  farmer's  boy — intelligent,  good-looking, 
kind-hearted.  The  sacred  influences  of  home 
had  taught  him  to  revere  the  Bible,  and  had  laid 
the  foundations  of  an  upright  character.  When 
fourteen  years  of  age,  his  father  sent  him  some 
hundred  miles  from  home  to  the  then  wilds  of 
Livingston  County,  to  learn  the  trade  of  a  clothier. 
Near  the  mill  there  was  a  small  village,  where 
some  enterprising  man  had  commenced  the  col- 
lection of  a  village  library.  This  proved  an  in- 
estimable blessing  to  young  Fillmore.  His  even- 
ings were  spent  in  reading.  Soon  every  leisure 
moment  was  occupied  with  books.  His  thirst  for 
knowledge  became  insatiate,  and  the  selections 
which  he  made  were  continually  more  elevating 
and  instructive.  He  read  history,  biography, 
oratory,  and  thus  gradually  there  was  enkindled 


in  his  heart  a  desire  to  be  something  more  than  a 
mere  worker  with  his  hands. 

The  young  clothier  had  now  attained  the  age 
of  nineteen  years,  and  was  of  fine  personal  appear- 
ance and  of  gentlemanly  demeanor.  It  so  hap- 
pened that  there  was  a  gentleman  in  the  neigh- 
borhood of  ample  pecuniary  means  and  of  benev- 
olence,— ^Judge  Walter  Wood, — ^who  was  struck 
with  the  prepossessing  appearance  of  young  Fill- 
more.  He  made  his  acquaintance,  and  was  so 
much  impressed  with  his  ability  and  attainments 
that  he  advised  him  to  abandon  his  trade  and  de- 
vote himself  to  the  study  of  the  law.  The  young 
man  replied  that  he  had  no  means  of  his  own, 
no  friends  to  help  him,  and  that  his  previous  edu- 
cation had  been  very  imperfect.  But  Judge  Wood 
had  so  much  confidence  in  him  that  he  kindly 
offered  to  take  him  into  his  own  ofiice,  and  to 
lend  him  such  money  as  he  needed.  Most  grate- 
fully the  generous  offer  was  accepted. 

There  is  in  many  minds  a  strange  delusion 
about  a  collegiate  education.  A  young  man  is 
supposed  to  be  liberally  educated  if  he  has  gradu- 
ated at  some  college.  But  many  a  boy  who  loi- 
ters through  university  halls  and  then  enters  s 
law  office  is  by  no  means  as  well  prepared  to 
prosecute  his  legal  studies  as  was  Millard  Fill- 
more when  he  graduated  at  the  dothing-mill  at 
the  end  of  four  years  of  manual  labor,  during 
which  every  leisure  moment  had  been  devoted  to 
intense  mental  culture. 

In  1823,  when  twenty-three  years  of  age,  he 
was  admitted  to  the  Court  of  Common  Pleas. 
He  then  went  to  the  village  of  Aurora,  and  com- 
menced the  practice  of  law.  In  this  secluded, 
quiet  region,  his  practice,  of  course,  was  limited, 
and  there  was  no  opportunity  for  a  sudden  rise  in 
fortune  or  in  fame.  Here,  in  1826,  he  married  a 
lady  of  great  moral  worth,  and  one  capable  of 
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adorning  any  station  she  might  be  called  to  fill, — 
Miss  Abigail  Powers. 

His  elevation  of  character,  his  untiring  industry, 
his  legal  acquirements,  and  his  skill  as  an  advo- 
cate, gradually  attracted  attention,  and  he  was 
invited  to  enter  into  partnership,  under  highly  ad- 
vantageous circumstances,  with  an  elder  member 
of  the  Bar  in  Buffalo.  Just  before  removing  to 
Buffalo,  in  1829,  he  took  his  seat  in  the  House  of 
Assembly  of  the  State  of  New  York,  as  a  Repre- 
sentative from  Erie  County.  Though  he  had 
never  taken  a  very  active  part  in  politics,  his  vote 
and  sympathies  were  with  the  Whig  party.  The 
State  was  then  Democratic,  and  he  found  himself 
in  a  helpless  minority  in  the  Legislature;  still  the 
testimony  comes  from  all  parties  that  his  courtesy, 
ability  and  integrity  won,  to  a  very  unusual  de- 
gree, the  respect  of  his  associates. 

In  the  autumn  of  1832,  he  was  elected  to  a 
seat  in  the  United  States  Congress.  He  entered 
that  troubled  arena  in  the  most  tumultuous  hours 
of  our  national  history,  when  the  great  conflict 
respecting  the  national  bank  and  the  removal  of 
the  deposits  was  raging. 

His  term  of  two  years  closed,  and  he  returned 
to  his  profession,  which  he  pursued  with  increas- 
ing reputation  and  success.  After  a  lapse  of  two 
years  he  again  became  a  candidate  for  Congress; 
was  re-elected,  and  took  his  seat  in  1837.  His 
past  experience  as  a  Representative  gave  him 
strength  and  confidence .  The  first  term  of  service 
in  Congress  to  any  man  can  be  but  little  more 
than  an  introduction.  He  was  now  prepared  for 
active  duty.  All  his  energies  were  brought  to 
bear  upon  the  public  good.  Every  measure  re- 
ceived his  impress. 

Mr.  Fillmore  wi.:  now  a  man  of  wide  repute, 
and  his  popularity  filled  the  State.  In  the  year 
1847,  when  he  had  attained  the  age  of  forty- 
seven  years,  he  was  elected  Comptroller  of  the 
State.  His  labors  at  the  Bar,  in  the  Legisla- 
ture, in  Congress  and  as  Comptroller,  had  given 
him  very  considerable  fame.  The  Whigs  were 
casting  about  to  find  suitable  candidates  for  Presi- 
dent and  Vice-President  at  the  approaching  elec- 
tion. Far  away  on  the  waters  of  the  Rio  Grande, 
there  was  a  rough  old  soldier,  who  had  fought 


one  or  two  successful  battles  with  the  Mexicans, 
which  had  caused  his  name  to  be  proclaimed  in 
trumpet-tones  all  over  the  land  as  a  candidate  for 
the  presidency.  But  it  was  necessary  to  associate 
with  him  on  the  same  ticket  some  man  of  repu- 
tation as  a  statesman. 

Under  the  influence  of  these  considerations,  the 
names  of  Zachary  Taylor  and  Millard  Fillmore 
became  the  rallying-cry  of  the  Whigs,  as  their 
candidates  for  President  and  Vice-President.  The 
Whig  ticket  was  signally  triumphant.  On  the 
4th  of  March,  1849,  Gen.  Taylor  was  inaugurated 
President,  and  Millard  Fillmore  Vice-President, 
of  the  United  States. 

On  the  9th  of  July,  1850,  President  Taylor, 
about  one  year  and  four  months  after  his  inaugura- 
tion, was  suddenly  taken  sick  and  died.  By  the 
Constitution,  Vice-President  Fillmore  thus  b« 
came  President.  He  appointed  a  very  able  cabi? 
net,  of  which  the  illustrious  Daniel  Webster  was 
Secretary  of  State;  nevertheless,  he  had  serious 
difiiculties  to  contend  with,  since  the  opposition 
had  a  majority  in  both  Houses.  He  did  all  in  hi^ 
power  to  conciliate  the  South;  but  the  pro-slavei^/ 
party  in  the  South  felt  the  inadequacy  of  al^* 
measures  of  transient  conciliation.  The  popula 
tion  of  the  free  States  was  so  rapidly  increasing 
over  that  of  the  slave  States,  that  it  was  inevitable 
that  the  power  of  the  Government  should  sooo 
pass  into  the  hands  of  the  free  States.  The  fa 
mous  compromise  measures  were  adopted  undei 
Mr.  Fillmore's  administration,  and  the  Japan  ex  ' 
pedition  was  sent  out.  On  the  4th  of  March. 
1853,  he,  having  served  one  term,  retired. 

In  1856,  Mr.  Fillmore  was  nominated  for  the 
Presidency  by  the  * 'Know-Nothing"  party,  but 
was  beaten  by  Mr.  Buchanan.  After  that  Mr. 
Fillmore  lived  in  retirement.  During  the  terri- 
ble conflict  of  civil  war,  he  was  mostly  silent.  It 
was  generally  supposed  that  his  sympathies  were 
rather  with  those  who  were  endeavoring  to  over- 
throw our  institutions.  President  Fillmore  kept 
aloof  from  the  conflict,  without  any  cordial  words 
of  cheer  to  one  party  or  the  other.  He  was  thus 
forgotten  by  both.  He  lived  to  a  ripe  old  age, 
and  died  in  Buffalo,  N.  Y.,  March  8,  1874. 
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r"RANKLIN  PIERCE,  the  fourteenth  Presi- 
rft  dent  of  the  United  States,  was  born  in  Hills- 
j  ^  borough,  N.  H.,  November  23,  1804.  His 
father  was  a  Revolutionary  soldier,  who  with  his 
own  strong  arm  hewed  out  a  home  in  the  wilder- 
ness. He  was  a  man  of  inflexible  integrity,  of 
strong,  though  uncultivated,  mind,  and  was  an  un- 
compromising Democrat.  The  mother  of  Frank- 
lin Pierce  was  all  that  a  son  could  desire — an  in- 
telligent, prudent,  affectionate,  Christian  woman. 

FrankUn,  who  was  the  sixth  of  eight  children, 
was  a  remarkably  bright  and  handsome  boy, 
generous,  warm-hearted  and  brave.  He  won 
alike  the  love  of  old  and  young.  The  boys  on 
the  play-ground  loved  him.  His  teachers  loved 
him.  The  neighbors  looked  upon  him  with  pride 
and  affection.  He  was  by  instinct  a  gentleman, 
always  speaking  kind  words,  and  doing  kind 
deeds,  with  a  peculiar,  unstudied  tact  which 
taught  him  what  was  agreeable.  Without  de- 
veloping any  precocity  of  genius,  or  any  unnatural 
devotion  to  books,  he  was  a  good  scholar,  and  in 
body  and  mind  a  finely  developed  boy. 

When  sixteen  years  of  age,  in  the  year  1820, 
he  entered  Bowdoin  College,  at  Brunswick,  Me. 
He  was  one  of  che  most  popular  young  men  in 
the  college.  The  purity  of  his  moral  character, 
the  unvarying  courtesy  of  his  demeanor,  his  rank 
as  a  scholar,  and  genial  nature,  rendered  him  a 
universal  favorite.  There  was  something  pe- 
culiarly winning  in  his  address,  and  it  was  evi- 
dently not  in  the  slightest  degree  studied — it  was 
the  simple  outgushing  of  his  own  magnanimous 
and  loving  nature. 

Upon  graduating,  in  the  year  1824,  Franklin 
Pierce  commenced  the  study  of  law  in  the  office 
of  Judge  Woodbury,  one  of  the  most  distinguished 


lawyers  of  the  State,  and  a  man  of  great  private 
worth.  The  eminent  social  qualities  of  the  young 
lawyer,  his  father's  prominence  as  a  public  man, 
and  the  brilliant  political  career  into  which  Judge 
Woodbury  was  entering,  all  tended  to  entice  Mr. 
Pierce  into  the  fascinating  yet  perilous  path  of 
political  life.  With  all  the  ardor  of  his  nature  he 
espoused  the  cause  of  Gen.  Jackson  for  the  Presi- 
dency. He  commenced  the  practice  of  law  in 
Hillsborough,  and  was  soon  elected  to  represent 
the  town  in  the  State  Legislature.  Here  he 
served  for  four  years.  The  last  two  years  he  was 
chosen  Speaker  of  the  House  by  a  very  large 
vote. 

In  1833,  at  the  age  of  twenty-nine,  he  was 
elected  a  member  of  Congress.  In  1837,  being 
then  but  thirty- three  years  old,  he  was  elected  to 
the  Senate,  taking  his  seat  just  as  Mr.  Van  Buren 
commenced  his  administration.  He  was  the 
youngest  member  in  the  Senate.  In  the  year 
1834,  he  married  Miss  Jane  Means  Appleton,  a 
lady  of  rare  beauty  and  accomplishments,  and  one 
admirably  fitted  to  adorn  every  station  with  which 
her  husband  was  honored.  Of  the  three  sons  who 
were  born  to  them,  all  now  sleep  with  their  par- 
ents in  the  grave. 

In  the  year  1838,  Mr.  Pierce,  with  growing 
fame  and  increasing  business  as  a  lawyer,  took  up 
his  residence  in  Concord,  the  capital  of  New 
Hampshire.  President  Polk,  upon  his  accession 
to  office,  appointed  Mr.  Pierce  Attorney- General 
of  the  United  States;  but  the  offer  was  declined 
in  consequence  of  numerous  professional  engage- 
ments at  home,  and  the  precarious  state  of  Mrs. 
Pierce's  health.  He  also,  about  the  same  time, 
declined  the  nomination  for  Governor  by  the 
Democratic  party.     The  war  with  Mexico  called 
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Mr.  Pierce  into  the  army.  Receiving  the  appoint- 
ment of  Brigadier-General,  he  embarked  with  a 
portion  of  his  troops  at  Newport,  R.  I.,  on  the 
27th  of  May,  1847.  He  took  an  important  part 
in  this  war,  proving  himself  a  brave  and  true  sol- 
dier. 

When  Gen.  Pierce  reached  his  home  in  his  na- 
tive State,  he  was  received  enthusiastically  by  the 
advocates  of  the  Mexican  War,  and  coldly  by  his 
opponents.  He  resumed  the  practice  of  his  pro- 
fession, very  frequently  taking  an  active  part  in 
political  questions,  giving  his  cordial  support  to 
the  pro-slavery  wing  of  the  Democratic  party. 
The  compromise  measures  met  cordially  with  his 
approval,  and  he  strenuously  advocated  the  en- 
forcement of  the  infamous  Fugitive  Slave  Law, 
which  so  shocked  the  religious  sensibilities  of  the 
North.  He  thus  became  distinguished  as  a 
**  Northern  man  with  Southern  principles. ' '  The 
strong  partisans  of  slavery  in  the  South  conse- 
quently regarded  him  as  a  man  whom  they  could 
safely  trust  in  office  to  carry  out  their  plans. 

On  the  12th  of  June,  1852,  the  Democratic  con- 
vention met  in  Baltimore  to  nominate  a  candidate 
for  the  Presidency.  For  four  days  they  contin- 
ued in  session,  and  in  thirty -five  ballotings  no  one 
had  obtained  a  two-thirds  vote.  Not  a  vote  thus 
far  had  been  thrown  for  Gen.  Pierce.  Then  the 
Virginia  delegation  brought  forward  his  name. 
There  were  fourteen  more  ballotings,  during  which 
Gen.  Pierce  constantly  gained  strength,  until,  at 
the  forty-ninth  ballot,  he  received  two  hundred 
and  eighty-two  votes,  and  all  other  candidates 
eleven.  Gen.  Winfield  Scott  was  the  Whig  can- 
didate. Gen.  Pierce  was  chosen  with  great  una- 
nimity. Only  four  States — ^Vermont,  Massachu- 
setts, Kentucky  and  Tennessee — cast  their  elec- 
toral votes  against  him.  Gen.  Franklin  Pierce 
was  therefore  inaugurated  President  of  the  United 
States  on  the  4th  of  March,  1853. 

His  administration  proved  one  of  the  most 
st6rmy  our  country  had  ever  experienced.  The 
controversy  between  slavery  and  freedom  was 
then  approaching  its  culminating  point.  It  be- 
came evident  that  there  was  to  be  an  irrepressible 
conflict  between  them,  and  that  this  nation 
a>uld  not  long  exist  * '  half  slave  and  half  free. ' ' 


President  Pierce,  during  the  whole  of  his  admin- 
istration, did  everything  he  could  to  conciliate  the 
South;  but  it  was  all  in  vain.  The  conflict  every 
year  grew  more  violent,  and  threats  of  the  disso- 
lution of  the  Union  were  borne  to  the  North  on 
every  Southern  breeze. 

Such  was  the  condition  of  affairs  when  Presi- 
dent Pierce  approached  the  close  of  his  four- 
years  term  of  ofiice.  The  North  had  become 
thoroughly  alienated  from  him.  The  anti-slavery 
sentiment,  goaded  by  great  outrages,  had  been 
rapidly  increasing;  all  the  intellectual  ability  and 
social  worth  of  President  Pierce  were  forgotten  in 
deep  reprehension  of  his  administrative  acts.  The 
slaveholders  of  the  South  also,  unmindful  of  the 
fidelity  with  which  he  had  advocated  those  meas- 
ures of  Government  which  they  approved,  and 
perhaps  feeling  that  he  had  rendered  himself 
so  unpopular  as  no  longer  to  be  able  to  accepta- 
bly serve  them,  ungratefully  dropped  him,  and 
nominated  James  Buchanan  to  succeed  him. 

On  the  4th  of  March,  1857,  President  Pierce  re- 
turned to  his  home  in  Concord.  His  three  chil- 
dren were  all  dead,  his  last  surviving  child  hav- 
ing been  killed  before  his  eyes  in  a  railroad  acci- 
dent; and  his  vdfe,  one  of  the  most  estimable  and 
accomplished  of  ladies,  was  rapidly  sinking  in 
consumption.  The  hour  of  dreadful  gloom  soon 
came,  and  he  was  left  alone  in  the  world  without 
wife  or  child. 

When  the  terrible  Rebellion  burst  forth  which 
divided  our  country  into  two  parties,  and  two 
only,  Mr.  Pierce  remained  steadfast  in  the  prin- 
ciples which  he  had  always  cherished,  and  gave 
his  sympathies  to  that  pro-slavery  party  with 
which  he  had  ever  been  allied.  He  declined  to 
do  anything,  either  by  voice  or  pen,  to  strengthen 
the  hand  of  the  National  Government.  He  con- 
tinued to  reside  in  Concord  until  the  time  of  his 
death,  which  occurred  in  October,  1869.  He  was 
one  of  the  most  genial  and  social  of  men,  an  hon- 
ored communicant  of  the  Episcopal  Church,  and 
one  of  the  kindest  of  neighbors.  Generous  to  a 
fault,  he  contributed  liberally  toward  the  allevia- 
tion of  suffering  and  want,  and  many  of  his 
towns-people  were  ofl;en  gladdened  by  his  material 
bounty. 
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(f  AMES  BUCHANAN,  the  fifteenth  President 
I  of  the  United  States,  was  born  in  a  small 
(2/  frontier  town,  at  the  foot  of  the  eastern  ridge 
of  the  Alleghanies,  in  Franklin  County,  Pa.,  on 
the  23d  of  April,  1791.  The  place  where  the 
humble  cabin  home  stood  was  called  Stony  Bat- 
ter. His  father  was  a  native  of  the  north  of  Ire- 
land, who  had  emigrated  in  1783,  with  little  prop- 
erty save  his  own  strong  arms.  Five  years  after- 
ward he  married  Elizabeth  Spear,  the  daughter 
of  a  respectable  farmer,  and,  with  his  young  bride, 
plunged  into  the  wilderness,  staked  his  claim, 
reared  his  log  hut,  opened  a  clearing  with  his 
axe,  and  settled  down  there  to  perform  his  obscure 
part  in  the  drama  of  life.  When  James  was  eight 
years  of  age,  his  father  removed  to  the  village  of 
Mercersburg,  where  his  son  was  placed  at  school, 
and  commenced  a  course  of  study  in  English, 
I^atin  and  Greek.  His  progress  was  rapid,  and 
at  the  age  of  fourteen  he  entered  Dickinson  Col- 
lege, at  Carlisle.  Here  he  developed  remarkable 
talent,  and  took  his  stand  among  the  first  scholars 
in  the  institution. 

In  the  year  i^o'*  he  graduated  with  the  high- 
est honors  of  his  class.  He  was  then  eighteen 
years  of  age;  tall  and  gracefiil,  vigorous  in  health, 
fond  of  athletic  sports,  an  unerring  shot,  and  en- 
livened with  an  exuberant  flow  of  animal  spirits. 
He  immediately  commencec  the  study  of  law  in 
the  city  of  I^ancaster,  and  was  admitted  to  the 
Bar  in  181 2,  when  he  was  bu;  twenty-one  years 
of  age. 

In  1820,  he  reluctantly  consented  to  run  as  a 
candidate  for  Congress.  He  was  elected,  and  for 
ten  years  he  remained  a  member  of  the  I^ower 
House.     During  the  vacations  of  Congress,  he 


occasionally  tried  some  important  case.  In  1831 
he  retired  altogether  from  the  toils  of  his  profes- 
sion, having  acquired  an  ample  fortune. 

Gen.  Jackson,  upon  his  elevation  to  the  Presi- 
dency, appointed  Mr.  Buchanan  Minister  to  Rus- 
sia. The  duties  of  his  mission  he  performed 
with  ability,  and  gave  satisfaction  to  all  parties. 
Upon  his  return,  in  1833,  ^^  was  elected  to  a  seat 
in  the  United  States  Senate.  He  there  met  as 
his  associates  Webster,  Clay,  Wright  and  Cal- 
houn. He  advocated  the  measures  proposed  by 
President  Jackson,  of  making  reprisals  against 
France  to  enforce  the  payment  of  our  claims 
against  that  country,  and  defended  the  course  of 
the  President  in  his  unprecedented  and  wholesale 
removal  from  ofiice  of  those  who  were  not  the 
supporters  of  his  administration.  Upon  this 
question  he  was  brought  into  direct  collision  with 
Henry  Clay.  He  also,  with  voice  and  vote,  ad- 
vocated expunging  from  the  journal  of  the  Senate 
the  vote  of  censure  against  Gen.  Jackson  for  re- 
moving the  deposits.  Earnestly  he  opposed  the 
abolition  of  slavery  in  the  District  of  Columbia, 
and  urged  the  prohibition  of  the  circulation  of 
anti-slavery  documents  by  the  United  States 
mails.  As  to  petitions  on  the  subject  of  slavery, 
he  advocated  that  they  should  be  respectfully  re- 
ceived, and  that  the  reply  should  be  returned 
that  Congress  had  no  power  to  legislate  upon  the 
subject.  ''Congress,"  said  he,  ''might  as  well 
undertake  to  interfere  with  slavery  under  a  for- 
eign government  as  in  any  of  the  States  where  it 
now  exists." 

Upon  Mr.  Polk's  accession  to  the  Presidency. 
Mr.  Buchanan  became  Secretary  of  State,  and  a? 
such  took  his  share  of  the  responsibility  in  th«r 
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conduct  of  the  Mexican  War.  Mr.  Polk  assumed 
ihat  crossing  the  Nueces  by  the  American 
troops  into  the  disputed  territory  was  not  wrong, 
but  for  the  Mexicans  to  cross  the  Rio  Grande 
into  Texas  was  a  declaration  of  war.  No  candid 
man  can  read  with  pleasure  the  account  of  the 
course  our  Government  pursued  in  that  movement. 

Mr.  Buchanan  identified  himself  thoroughly 
with  the  party  devoted  to  the  perpetuation  and 
extension  of  slavery,  and  brought  all  the  energies 
of  his  mind  to  bear  against  the  Wilmot  Proviso. 
He  gave  his  cordial  approval  to  the  compromise 
measures  of  1850,  which  included  the  Fugitive 
Slave  Law.  Mr.  Pierce,  upon  his  election  to  the 
Presidency,  honored  Mr.  Buchanan  with  the  mis- 
sion to  England. 

In  the  year  1856,  a  national  Democratic  Con- 
vention nominated  Mr.  Buchanan  for  the  Presi- 
dency. The  political  conflict  was  one  of  the  most 
severe  in  which  our  country  has  ever  engaged. 
All  the  friends  of  slavery  were  on  one  side;  all 
the  advocates  of  its  restriction  and  final  abolition 
on  the  other.  Mr.  Fremont,  the  candidate  of  the 
enemies  of  slavery,  received  one  hundred  and 
fourteen  electoral  votes.  Mr.  Buchanan  received 
one  hundred  and  seventy-four,  and  was  elected. 
The  popular  vote  stood  1,340,618  for  Fremont, 
1,224,750  for  Buchanan.  On  March  4,  1857, 
the  latter  was  inaugurated. 

Mr.  Buchanan  was  far  advanced  in  life.  Only 
four  years  were  wanting  to  fill  up  his  three-score 
years  and  ten.  His  own  friends,  those  with 
whom  he  had  been  allied  in  political  principles 
and  action  for  years,  were  seeking  the  destruc- 
tion of  the  Government,  that  they  might  rear 
upon  the  ruins  of  our  free  institutions  a  nation 
whose  corner-stone  should  be  human  slavery.  In 
this  emergency,  Mr.  Buchanan  was  hopelessly 
bewildered.  He  could  not,  with  his  long-avowed 
principles,  consistently  oppose  the  State  Rights 
party  in  their  assumptions.  As  President  of  the 
United  States,  bound  by  his  oath  faithfully  to 
administer  the  laws,  he  could  not,  without  per- 
jury of  the  grossest  kind,  unite  with  those  en- 
deavoring to  overthrow  the  Republic.  He  there- 
fore did  nothing. 

The  opponents  of  Mr.  Buchanan's  administra- 


tion nominated  Abraham  Lincoln  as  their  stand- 
ard-bearer in  the  next  Presidential  canvass. 
The  pro-slavery  party  declared  that  if  he  were 
elected  and  the  control  of  the  Government  were 
thus  taken  from  their  hands,  they  would  secede 
from  the  Union,  taking  with  them  as  they  retired 
the  National  Capitol  at  Washington  and  the 
lion's  share  of  the  territory  of  the  United  States. 

As  the  storm  increased  in  violence,  the  slave- 
holders claiming  the  right  to  secede,  and  Mr. 
Buchanan  avowing  that  Congress  had  no  power 
to  prevent  it,  one  of  the  most  pitiable  exhibitions 
of  governmental  imbecility  was  exhibited  that  the 
world  has  ever  seen.  He  declared  that  Congress 
had  no  power  to  enforce  its  laws  in  any  State 
which  had  withdrawn,  or  which  was  attempting 
to  withdraw,  from  the  Union.  This  was  not  the 
doctrine  of  Andrew  Jackson,  when,  with  his  hand 
upon  his  sword-hilt,  he  exclaimed:  "The  Union 
must  and  shall  be  preserved!" 

South  Carolina  seceded  in  December,  i860, 
nearly  three  months  before  the  inauguration  of 
President  Lincoln.  Mr.  Buchanan  looked  on  in 
listless  despair.  The  rebel  flag  was  raised  in 
Charleston;  Ft.  Sumter  was  besieged;  our  forts, 
navy-yards  and  arsenals  were  seized;  our  depots 
of  military  stores  were  plundered,  and  our  cus- 
tom-houses and  post-offices  were  appropriated  by 
the  rebels. 

The  energy  of  the  rebels  and  the  imbecility  of 
our  Executive  were  alike  marvelous.  The  na- 
tion looked  on  in  agony,  waiting  for  the  slow 
weeks  to  glide  away  and  close  the  administration, 
so  terrible  in  its  weakness.  At  length  the  long- 
looked-for  hour  of  deliverance  came,  when  Abra- 
ham Lincoln  was  to  receive  the  scepter. 

The  administration  of  President  Buchanan  was 
certainly  the  most  calamitous  our  country  has  ex- 
perienced. His  best  friends  can  not  recall  it  with 
pleasure.  And  still  more  deplorable  it  is  for  his 
fame,  that  in  that  dreadful  conflict  which  rolled 
its  billows  of  flame  and  blood  over  our  whole 
land,  no  word  came  from  his  lips  to  indicate  his 
wish  that  our  country's  banner  should  triumph 
over  the  flag  of  the  Rebellion.  He  died  at  his 
Wheatland  retreat,  June  i,  1868. 
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(pi  BRAHAM  I^INCOIyN,  the  sixteenth  Presi- 
U  dent  of  the  United  States,  was  born  in  Hardin 
I  I  County,  Ky.,  February  12,  1809.  About 
the  year  1780,  a  man  by  the  name  of  Abraham 
lyincoln  left  Virginia  with  his  family  and  moved 
into  the  then  wilds  of  Kentucky.  Only  two  years 
after  this  emigration,  and  while  still  a  young  man, 
he  was  working  one  day  in  a  field,  when  an  Indian 
stealthily  approached  and  killed  him.  His  widow 
was  left  in  extreme  poverty  with  five  little  chil- 
dren, three  boys  and  two  girls.  Thomas,  the 
youngest  of  the  boys,  and  the  father  of  President 
Abraham  lyincoln,  was  four  years  of  age  at  his 
father's  death. 

When  twenty-eight  years  old,  Thomas  I^incoln 
built  a  log  cabin,  and  married  Nancy  Hanks,  the 
daughter  of  another  family  of  poor  Kentucky 
emigrants,  who  had  also  come  from  Virginia. 
Their  second  child  was  Abraham  I^incoln,  the  sub- 
ject of  this  sketch.  The  mother  of  Abraham  was 
a  noble  woman,  gentle,  loving,  pensive,  created 
to  adorn  a  palace,  but  doomed  to  toil  and  pine,  and 
die  in  a  hovel.  '*  All  that  I  am,  or  hope  to  be/' 
exclaimed  the  grateful  son,  *'  I  owe  to  my  angel- 
mother."  When  he  was  eight  years  ot  age,  his 
father  sold  his  cabin  and  small  farm  and  moved 
to  Indiana,  where  two  years  later  his  mother  died. 

As  the  years  rolled  on,  the  lot  of  this  lowly 
family  was  the  usual  lot  of  humanity.  There 
were  joys  and  griefs;  weddings  and  funerals. 
Abraham's  sister  Sarah,  to  whom  he  was  tenderly 
attached,  was  married  when  a  child  of  but  four- 
teen years  of  age,  and  soon  died.  The  family 
was  gradually  scattered,  and  Thomas  Lincoln 
sold  out  his  squatter's  claim  in  1830,  and  emi- 
grated to  Macon  County,  111. 

Abraham  I^incoln  was  then  twenty-one  years 
of  age.  With  vigorous  hands  he  aided  his  father 
in  rearing  another  log  cabin,  and  worked  quite 
diligently  at  this  until  he  saw  the  family  com- 
fortably settled,  and  their  small  lot  of  enclosed 
prairie  planted  with  corn,  when  he  announced  to 


his  father  his  intention  to  leave  home,  and  to  gc 
out  into  the  world  and  seek  his  fortune.  I^ittk 
did  he  or  his  friends  imagine  how  brilliant  that 
fortune  was  to  be.  He  saw  the  value  of  educa- 
tion and  was  intensely  earnest  to  improve  his 
mind  to  the  utmost  of  his  power.  Religion  he 
revered.  His  morals  were  pure,  and  he  was  un- 
contaminated  by  a  single  vice. 

Young  Abraham  worked  for  a  time  as  a  hired 
laborer  among  the  farmers.  Then  he  went  to 
Springfield,  where  he  was  employed  in  building 
a  large  flat-boat.  In  this  he  took  a  herd  of  swine, 
floated  them  down  the  Sangamon  to  Illinois,  and 
thence  by  the  Mississippi  to  New  Orleans.  What- 
ever Abraham  I^incoln  undertook,  he  performed 
so  faithfully  as  to  give  great  satisfaction  to  his 
employers.  In  this  adventure  the  latter  were 
so  well  pleased,  that  upon  his  return  they  placed 
a  store  and  mill  under  his  care. 

In  1832,  at  the  outbreak  of  the  Black  Hawk 
War,  he  enlisted  and  was  chosen  Captain  of  a 
company.  He  returned  to  Sangamon  County, 
and,  although  only  twenty-three  years  of  age,  was 
a  candidate  for  the  Legislature,  but  was  defeated. 
He  soon  after  received  from  Andrew  Jackson  the 
appointment  of  Postmaster  of  New  Salem.  His 
only  post-office  was  his  hat.  All  the  letters  he 
received  he  carried  there,  ready  to  deliver  to  those 
he  chanced  to  meet.  He  studied  surveying,  and 
soon  made  this  his  business.  In  1834  he  again 
became  a  candidate  for  the  Legislature  and  was 
elected.  Mr.  Stuart,  of  Springfield,  advised  him 
to  study  law.  He  walked  from  New  Salem  to 
Springfield,  borrowed  of  Mr.  Stuart  a  load  oi 
books,  carried  them  back,  and  began  his  legal 
studies.  When  the  Legislature  assembled,  he 
trudged  on  foot  with  his  pack  on  his  back  one 
hundred  miles  to  Vandalia,  then  the  capital.  In 
1836  he  was  re-elected  to  the  Legislature.  Here 
it  was  he  first  met  Stephen  A.  Douglas.  In  1839 
he  removed  to  Springfield  and  began  the  practice 
of  law.     His  success  with  the  jury  was  so  great 
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that  he  was  soon  engaged  in  almost  every  noted 
case  in  the  circuit. 

In  1854  the  great  discussion  began  between  Mr. 
Lincoln  and  Mr.  Douglas  on  the  slavery  ques- 
tion. In  the  organization  of  the  Republican  party 
in  Illinois,  in  1856,  he  took  an  active  part,  and  at 
once  became  one  of  the  leaders  in  that  party. 
Mr.  Lincoln's  speeches  in  opposition  to  Senator 
Douglas  in  the  contest  in  1858  for  a  seat  in  the 
Senate,  form  a  most  notable  part  of  his  history. 
The  issue  was  on  the  slavery  question,  and  he 
took  the  broad  ground  of  the  Declaration  of  In- 
dependence, that  all  men  are  created  equal.  Mr. 
Lincoln  was  defeated  in  this  contest,  but  won  a 
far  higher  prize. 

The  great  Republican  Convention  met  at  Chi- 
cago on  the  1 6th  of  June,  i860.  The  delegates 
and  strangers  who  crowded  the  city  amounted  to 
twenty-five  thousand.  An  immense  building 
called  '*  The  Wigwam,"  was  reared  to  accommo- 
date the  convention.  There  were  eleven  candi- 
dates for  whom  votes  were  thrown.  William  H. 
Seward,  a  man  whose  fame  as  a  statesman  had 
long  filled  the  land,  was  the  most  prominent.  It 
was  generally  supposed  he  would  be  the  nomi- 
nee. Abraham  Lincoln,  however,  received  the 
nomination  on  the  third  ballot. 

Election  day  came,  and  Mr.  Lincoln  received 
one  hundred  and  eighty  electoral  votes  out  of  two 
hundred  and  three  cast,  and  was,  therefore,  con- 
stitutionally elected  President  of  the  United  States. 
The  tirade  of  abuse  that  was  poured  upon  this 
good  and  merciful  man,  especially  by  the  slave- 
holders, was  greater  than  upon  any  other  man 
ever  elected  to  this  high  position.  In  February, 
1 861,  Mr.  Lincoln  started  for  Washington,  stop- 
ping in  all  the  large  cities  on  his  way,  making 
speeches.  The  whole  journey  was  fraught  with 
much  danger.  Many  of  the  Southern  States  had 
already  seceded,  and  several  attempts  at  assassi; 
nation  were  afterward  brought  to  light.  A  gang 
in  Baltimore  had  arranged  upon  his  arrival  to 
**get  up  a  row,"  and  in  the  confusion  to  make 
sure  of  his  death  with  revolvers  and  hand-gren- 
ades. A  detective  unravelled  the  plot.  A  secret 
and  special  train  was  provided  to  take  him  from 
Harrisburg,  through  Baltimore,  at  an  unexpected 


hour  of  the  night.  The  tram  started  at  half-past 
ten,  and  to  prevent  any  possible  communication 
on  the  part  of  the  Secessionists  with  their  Con- 
federate gang  in  Baltimore,  as  soon  as  the  train 
had  started  the  telegraph-wires  were  cut.  Mr. 
Lincoln  reached  Washington  in  safety  and  was 
inaugurated,  although  great  anxiety  was  felt  by 
all  loyal  people. 

In  the  selection  of  his  cabinet  Mr.  Lincoln  gave 
to  Mr.  Seward  the  Department  of  State,  and  to 
other  prominent  opponents  before  the  convention 
he  gave  important  positions;  but  during  no  other 
administration  had  the  duties  devolving  upon  the 
President  been  so  manifold,  and  the  responsibilities 
so  great,  as  those  which  fell  to  his  lot.  Knowing 
this,  and  feeling  his  own  weakness  and  inability 
to  meet,  and  in  his  own  strength  to  cope  with, 
the  difficulties,  he  learned  early  to  seek  Divine 
wisdom  and  guidance  in  determining  his  plans, 
and  Divine  comfort  in  all  his  trials,  both  personal 
and  national.  Contrary  to  his  own  estimate  of 
himself,  Mr.  Lincoln  was  one  of  the  most  cour- 
ageous of  men.  He  went  directly  into  the  rebel 
capital  just  as  the  retreating  foe  was  leaving,  with 
no  guard  but  a  few  sailors.  From  the  time  he 
had  left  Springfield,  in  1861,  however,  plans  had 
been  made  for  his  assassination,  and  he  at  last 
fell  a  victim  to  one  of  them.  April  14,  1865,  ^^y 
with  Gen.  Grant,  was  urgently  invited  to  attend 
Ford's  Theatre.  It  was  announced  that  they 
would  be  present.  Gen.  Grant,  however,  left  the 
city.  President  Lincoln,  feeling,  with  his  char- 
acteristic kindliness  of  heart,  that  it  would  be  a 
disappointment  if  he  should  fail  them,  very  re- 
luctantly consented  to  go.  While  listening  to 
the  play,  an  actor  by  the  name  of  John  Wilkec 
Booth  entered  the  box  where  the  President  and 
family  were  seated,  and  fired  a  bullet  into  his 
brain.  He  died  the  next  morning  at  seven 
o'clock. 

Never  before  in  the  history  of  the  world  was 
a  nation  plunged  into  such  deep  grief  by  the  death 
of  its  ruler  Strong  men  met  in  the  streets  and 
wept  in  speechless  anguish.  His  was  a  life  which 
will  fitly  become  a  model.  His  name  as  the 
Savior  of  his  country  will  live  with  that  of  Wash- 
ington's, its  Father, 
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(S[  NDREW  JOHNSON,  seventeenth  President 
JLl  of  the  United  States.  The  early  life  of  An- 
I  I  drew  Johnson  contains  but  the  record  of  pov- 
erty,  destitution  and  friendlessness.  He  was  bom 
December  29,  1808,  in  Raleigh,  N.  C.  His  par- 
ents, belonging  to  the  class  of  ''poor  whites" 
of  the  South,  were  in  such  circumstances  that  they 
could  not  confer  even  the  slightest  advantages  of 
education  upon  their  child.  When  Andrew  was 
five  years  of  age,  his  father  accidentally  lost  his 
life,  while  heroically  endeavoring  to  save  a  friend 
from  drowning.  Until  ten  years  of  age,  Andrew 
was  a  ragged  boy  about  the  streets,  supported  by 
the  labor  of  his  mother,  who  obtained  her  living 
with  her  own  hands. 

He  then,  having  never  attended  a  school  one 
day,  and  being  unable  either  to  reader  write, was 
apprenticed  to  a  tailor  in  his  native  town.  A  gen- 
tleman was  in  the  habit  of  going  to  the  tailor's 
shop  occasionally,  and  reading  to  the  boys  at 
work  there.  He  often  read  from  the  speeches  of 
distinguished  British  statesmen.  Andrew,  who 
was  endowed  with  a  mind  of  more  than  ordinary 
ability,  became  much  interested  in  these  speeches; 
his  ambition  was  roused,  and  he  was  inspired  with 
a  strong  desire  to  learn  to  read. 

He  accordingly  applied  himself  to  the  alphabet, 
and  with  the  assistance  of  some  of  his  fellow- 
workmen  learned  his  letters.  He  then  called  upon 
the  gentleman  to  borrow  the  book  of  speeches. 
The  owner,  pleased  with  his  zeal,  not  only  gave 
him  the  book,  but  assisted  him  in  learning  to  com- 
bine the  letters  into  words.  Under  such  difficul- 
ties he  pressed  onward  laboriously,  spending  usu- 
ally ten  or  twelve  hours  at  work  in  the  shop,  and 
then  robbing  himself  of  rest  and  recreation  to  de- 
vote such  time  as  he  could  to  reading. 

He  went  to  Tennessee  in  1826,  and  located  at 


Greenville,  where  he  married  a  young  lady  who 
possessed  some  education.  Under  her  instructions 
he  learned  to  write  and  cipher.  He  became 
prominent  in  the  village  debating  society,  and  a 
favorite  with  the  students  of  Greenville  College. 
In  1828,  he  organized  a  working  man's  party, 
which  elected  him  Alderman,  and  in  1830  elected 
him  Mayor,  which  position  he  held  three  years. 
He  now  began  to  take  a  lively  interest  in 
political  affairs,  identifying  himself  with  the  work- 
ing-class, to  which  he  belonged.  In  1835,  ^^ 
was  elected  a  member  of  the  House  of  Represent- 
atives of  Tennessee.  He  was  then  just  twenty- 
seven  years  of  age.  He  became  a  very  active 
member  of  the  Legislature,  gave  his  support  to 
the  Democratic  party,  and  in  1840  * 'stumped  the 
State,"  advocating  Martin  Van  Buren's  claims  to 
the  Presidency,  in  opposition  to  those  of  Gen. 
Harrison.  In  this  campaign  he  acquired  much 
readiness  as  a  speaker,  and  extended  and  increased 
his  reputation. 

In  1 84 1,  he  was  elected  State  Senator;  in  1843, 
he  was  elected  a  Member  of  Congress,  and  by  suc- 
cessive elections  held  that  important  post  for  ten 
years.  In  1 853 ,  he  was  elected  Governor  of  Tenn- 
essee, and  was  re-elected  in  1855.  In  all  these 
responsible  positions,  he  discharged  his  duties 
with  distinguished  ability,  and  proved  himself  the 
warm  friend  of  the  working  classes.  In  1857,  Mr. 
Johnson  was  elected  United  States  Senator. 

Years  before,  in  1845,  he  had  warmly  advocated 
the  annexation  of  Texas,  stating,  however,  as  his 
reason,  that  he  thought  this  annexation  would 
probably  prove  *  *to  be  the  gateway  out  of  which 
the  sable  sons  of  Africa  are  to  pass  from  bondage 
to  freedom,  and  become  merged  in  a  population 
congenial  to  themselves."  In  1850,  he  also  sup- 
ported the  compromise  measures,  the  two  essen- 
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tial  features  of  which  wer^,  that  the  white  people 
of  the  Territories  should  be  permitted  to  decide 
for  themselves  whether  they  would  enslave  the 
colored  people  or  not,  and  that  the  free  States  of 
the  North  should  return  to  the  South  persons  who 
attempted  to  escape  from  slavery. 

Mr.  Johnson  was  never  ashamed  of  his  lowly 
origin:  on  the  contrary,  he  often  took  pride  in 
avowing  that  he  owed  his  distinction  to  his  own 
exertions.  **Sir,"  said  he  on  the  floor  of  the 
Senate,  *'I  do  not  forget  that  I  am  a  mechanic; 
neither  do  I  forget  that  Adam  was  a  tailor  and 
sewed  fig-leaves,  and  that  our  Savior  was  the  son 
of  a  carpenter. ' ' 

In  the  Charleston-Baltimore  convention  of  i860, 
he  was  the  choice  of  the  Tennessee  Democrats  for 
the  Presidency.  In  1861,  when  the  purpose  of 
the  Southern  Democracy  became  apparent,  he  took 
a  decided  stand  in  favor  of  the  Union,  and  held 
that  ''slaver}^  must  be  held  subordinate  to  the 
Union  at  whatever  cost.*'  He  returned  to  Tenn- 
essee, and  repeatedly  imperiled  his  own  life  to 
protect  the  Unionists  of  that  State.  Tennessee 
having  seceded  from  the  Union,  President  Lincoln, 
on  March  4,  1862,  appointed  him  Military  Gov- 
ernor of  the  State,  and  he  established  the  most 
stringent  military  rule.  His  numerous  proclama- 
tions attracted  wide  attention.  In  1864,  he  was 
elected  Vice-President  of  the  United  States,  and 
upon  the  death  of  Mr.  Lincoln,  April  15,  1865, 
became  President.  In  a  speech  two  days  later  he 
said,  **The  American  people  must  be  taught,  if 
they  do  not  already  feel,  that  treason  is  a  crime 
and  must  be  punished;  that  the  Government  will 
not  always  bear  with  its  enemies;  that  it  is  strong 
not  only  to  protect,  but  to  punish.  *  *  The 
people  must  understand  that  it  (treason)  is  the 
blackest  of  crimes,  and  will  surely  be  punished, ' ' 
Yet  his  whole  administration,  the  history  of  which 
is  so  well  known,  was  in  utter  inconsistency  with, 
and  in  the  most  violent  opposition  to,  the  princi- 
ples laid  down  in  that  speech. 

In  his  loose  policy  of  reconstruction  and  general 
amnesty,  he  was  opposed  by  Congress,  and  he 
characterized  Congress  as  a  new  rebellion,  and 
lawlessly  defied  it  in  everything  possible  to  the  ut- 
most.    In  the  beginning  of  1868,  on  account  of 


*'High  crimes  and  misdemeanors,"  the  principal 
of  which  was  the  removal  of  Secretary  Stanton  in 
violation  of  the  Tenure  of  Office  Act,  articles  of 
impeachment  were  preferred  against  him,  and  the 
trial  began  March  23. 

It  was  very  tedious,  continuing  for  nearl}^  three 
months.  A  test  article  of  the  impeachment  was 
at  length  submitted  to  the  court  for  its  action.  It 
was  certain  that  as  the  court  voted  upon  that  ar- 
ticle so  would  it  vote  upon  all.  Thirty-four  voices 
pronounced  the  President  guilty.  As  a  two-thirds 
vote  was  necessary  to  his  condemnation,  he  was 
pronounced  acquitted,  notwithstanding  the  great 
majority  against  him.  The  change  of  one  vote 
from  the  not  guilty  side  would  have  sustained  the 
impeachment. 

The  President,  for  the  remainder  of  his  term, 
was  but  little  regarded.  He  continued,  though 
impotently,  his  conflict  with  Congress.  His  own 
party  did  not  think  it  expedient  to  renominate 
him  for  the  Presidency.  The  Nation  rallied  with 
enthusiasm,  unparalleled  since  the  days  of  Wash- 
ington, around  the  name  of  Gen.  Grant.  Andrew 
Johnson  was  forgotten.  The  bullet  of  the  assassin 
introduced  him  to  the  President's  chair.  Not- 
withstanding this,  never  was  there  presented  to  a 
man  a  better  opportunity  to  immortalize  his  name, 
and  to  win  the  gratitude  of  a  nation.  He  failed 
utterly.  He  retired  to  his  home  in  Greenville, 
Tenn. ,  taking  no  very  active  part  in  politics  until 
1875.  On  January  26,  after  an  exciting  struggle, 
he  was  chosen  by  the  Legislature  of  Tennessee 
United  States  Senator  in  the  Forty-fourth  Congess, 
and  took  his  seat  in  that  body,  at  the  special  ses- 
sion convened  by  President  Grant,  on  the  5th  of 
March,  On  the  27th  of  July,  1875,  the  ex-Presi- 
dent made  a  visit  to  his  daughter's  home,  near 
Carter  Station,  Tenn.  When  he  started  on  his 
journey,  he  was  apparently  in  his  usual  vigorous 
health,  but  on  reaching  the  residence  of  his  child 
the  following  day,  he  was  stricken  with  paralysis, 
which  rendered  him  unconscious.  He  rallied  oc- 
casionally, but  finally  passed  away  at  2  a.  m., 
July  31 ,  aged  sixty-seven  years.  His  funeral  was 
held  at  Greenville,  on  the  3d  of  August,  with 
every  demonstration  of  respect. 
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aLYSSES  S.  GRANT,  the  eighteenth  Presi- 
dent of  the  United  States,  was  born  on  the 
29th  of  April,  1822,  of  Christian  parents,  in 
a  humble  home  at  Point  Pleasant,  on  the  banks 
of  the  Ohio.  Shortly  after,  his  father  moved  to 
Georgetown,  Brown  County,  Ohio.  In  this  re- 
mote frontier  hamlet,  Ulysses  received  a  common- 
school  education.  At  the  age  of  seventeen,  in 
the  year  1839,  he  entered  the  Military  Academy 
at  West  Point.  Here  he  was  regarded  as  a  solid, 
sensible  young  man,  of  fair  abihty,  and  of  sturdy, 
honest  character.  He  took  respectable  rank  as  a 
scholar.  In  June,  1843,  he  graduated  about  the 
middle  in  his  class,  and  was  sent  as  Lieutenant  of 
Infantry  to  one  of  the  distant  military  posts  in  the 
Missouri  Territory.  Two  years  he  passed  in  these 
dreary  soHtudes,  watching  the  vagabond  Indians. 
The  war  with  Mexico  came.  lyieut.  Grant  was 
sent  with  his  regiment  to  Corpus  Christi.  His 
first  battle  was  at  Palo  Alto.  There  was  no 
chance  here  for  the  exhibition  of  either  skill  or 
heroism,  nor  at  Resaca  de  la  Palma,  his  second 
battle.  At  the  battle  of  Monterey,  his  third  en- 
gagement, it  is  said  that  he  performed  a  signal 
service  of  daring  and  skillful  horsemanship. 

At  the  close  of  the  Mexican  War,  Capt.  Grant 
returned  with  his  regiment  to  New  York,  and 
was  again  sent  to  one  of  the  military  posts  on  the 
frontier.  The  discovery  of  gold  in  California 
causing  an  immense  tide  of  emigration  to  flow  to 
the  Pacific  shores,  Capt.  Grant  was  sent  with  a 
battalion  to  Ft.  Dallas,  in  Oregon,  for  the  protec- 
tion of  the  interests  of  the  immigrants.  But  life 
was  wearisome  in  those  wilds,  and  he  resigned 
his  commission  and  returned  to  the  States.  Hav- 
ing married,  he  entered  upon  the  cultivation  of  a 
small  farm  near  St,  I^ouis,  Mo.,  but  having  little 


skill  as  a  farmer,  and  finding  his  toil  not  re- 
munerative, he  turned  to  mercantile  life,  entering 
into  the  leather  business,  with  a  younger  brother 
at  Galena,  111.  This  was  in  the  year  i860.  As 
the  tidings  of  the  rebels  firing  on  Ft.  Sumter 
reached  the  ears  of  Capt.  Grant  in  his  counting- 
room,  he  said:  "Uncle  Sam  has  educated  me 
for  the  army;  though  I  have  served  him  through 
one  war,  I  do  not  feel  that  I  have  yet  repaid  the 
debt.  I  am  still  ready  to  discharge  my  obliga- 
tions. I  shall  therefore  buckle  on  my  sword  and 
see  Uncle  Sam  through  this  war  too. ' ' 

He  went  into  the  streets,  raised  a  company  of 
volunteers,  and  led  them  as  their  Captain  to 
Springfield,  the  capital  of  the  State,  where  their 
services  were  ofiered  to  Gov.  Yates.  The  Gov- 
ernor, impressed  by  the  zeal  and  straightforward 
executive  ability  of  Capt.  Grant,  gave  him  a  desk 
in  his  ofiice  to  assist  in  the  volunteer  organiza- 
tion that  was  being  formed  in  the  State  in  behalf 
of  the  Government.  On  the  15th  of  June,  1861, 
Capt.  Grant  received  a  commission  as  Colonel  of 
the  Twenty-first  Regiment  of  Illinois  Volunteers. 
His  merits  as  a  West  Point  graduate,  who  had 
served  for  fifteen  years  in  the  regular  army,  were 
such  that  he  was  soon  promoted  to  the  rank  of 
Brigadier- General,  and  was  placed  in  command  at 
Cairo.  The  rebels  raised  their  banner  at  Padu- 
cah,  near  the  mouth  of  the  Tennessee  River. 
Scarcely  had  its  folds  appeared  in  the  breeze  ere 
Gen.  Grant  was  there.  The  rebels  fled,  their 
banner  fell,  and  the  Stars  and  Stripes  were  un- 
furled in  its  stead. 

He  entered  the  service  with  great  determina- 
tion and  immediately  began  active  duty.  This 
w^as  the  beginning,  and  until  the  surrender  of 
lyee  at  Richmond  he  was  ^ver  pushing  the  enemy 
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with  great  vigor  and  effectiveness.  At  Belmont, 
a  few  days  later,  he  surprised  and  routed  the 
rebels,  then  at  Ft.  Henry  won  another  victory. 
Then  came  the  brilliant  fight  at  Ft.  Donelson. 
The  nation  was  electrified  by  the  victory,  and  the 
brave  leader  of  the  boys  in  blue  was  immediately 
made  a  Major- General,  and  the  military  district 
of  Tennessee  was  assigned  to  him. 

Like  all  great  captains,  Gen.  Grant  knew  well 
how  to  secure  the  results  of  victory.  He  imme- 
diately pushed  on  to  the  enemies'  lines.  Then 
came  the  terrible  battles  of  Pittsburg  Landing, 
Corinth,  and  the  siege  of  Vicksburg,  where  Gen. 
Pemberton  made  an  unconditional  surrender  of 
the  city  with  over  thirty  thousand  men  and  one 
hundred  and  seventy -two  cannon.  The  fall  of 
Vicksburg  was  by  far  the  most  severe  blow  which 
the  rebels  had  thus  far  encountered,  and  opened 
up  the  Mississippi  firom  Cairo  to  the  Gulf. 

Gen.  Grant  was  next  ordered  to  co-operate  with 
Gen.  Banks  in  a  movement  upon  Texas,  and  pro- 
ceeded to  New  Orleans,  where  he  was  thrown 
firom  his  horse,  and  received  severe  injuries,  from 
which  he  was  laid  up  for  months.  He  then 
rushed  to  the  aid  of  Gens.  Rosecrans  and  Thomas 
at  Chattanooga,  and  by  a  wonderful  series  of 
strategic  and  technical  measures  put  the  Union 
army  in  fighting  condition.  Then  followed  the 
bloody  battles  at  Chattanooga,  Lookout  Moun- 
tain and  Missionary  Ridge,  in  which  the  rebels 
were  routed  with  great  loss.  This  won  for  him 
unbounded  praise  in  the  North.  On  the  4th  of 
February,  1864,  Congress  revived  the  grade  of 
lieutenant-general,  and  the  rank  was  conferred 
on  Gen.  Grant.  He  repaired  to  Washington  to 
receive  his  credentials  and  enter  upon  the  duties 
of  his  new  ofiice. 

Gen.  Grant  decided  as  soon  as  he  took  charge 
of  the  army  to  concentrate  the  widely-dispersed 
National  troops  for  an  attack  upon  Richmond, 
the  nominal  capital  of  the  rebellion,  and  endeavor 
there  to  destroy  the  rebel  armies  which  would  be 
promptly  assembled  from  all  quarters  for  its  de- 
fense. The  whole  continent  seemed  to  tremble 
under  the  tramp  of  these  majestic  armies,  rushing 
to  the  decisive  battle-field.  Steamers  were  crowd- 
ed with  troops.     Railway  trains  were  burdened 


with  closely -packed  thousands.  His  plans  were 
comprehensive,  and  involved  a  series  of  cam- 
paigns, which  were  executed  with  remarkable 
energy  and  ability,  and  were  consummated  at  the 
surrender  of  Lee,  April  9,  1865. 

The  war  was  ended.  The  Union  was  saved. 
The  almost  unanimous  voice  of  the  nation  de- 
clared Gen.  Grant  to  be  the  most  prominent  in- 
strument in  its  salvation.  The  eminent  services 
he  had  thus  rendered  the  country  brought  him 
conspicuously  forward  as  the  Republican  candi- 
date for  the  Presidential  chair. 

At  the  Republican  Convention  held  at  Chicago, 
May  21,  1868,  he  was  unanimously  nominated 
for  the  Presidency,  and  at  the  autumn  election 
received  a  majority  of  the  popular  vote,  and  two 
hundred  and  fourteen  out  of  two  hundred  and 
ninety-four  electoral  votes. 

The  National  Convention  of  the  Republican 
party,  which  met  at  Philadelphia  on  the  5th  01 
June,  1872,  placed  Gen.  Grant  in  nomination  for 
a  second  term  by  a  unanimous  vote.  The  selec- 
tion was  emphatically  indorsed  by  the  people  five 
months  later,  two  hundred  and  ninety-two  elect- 
oral votes  being  cast  for  him. 

Soon  after  the  close  of  his  second  term.  Gen. 
Grant  started  upon  his  famous  trip  around  the 
world.  He  visited  almost  every  country  of  the 
civilized  world,  and  was  everywhere  received 
with  such  ovations  and  demonstrations  of  respect 
and  honor,  private  as  well  as  public  and  official, 
as  were  never  before  bestowed  upon  any  citizen 
of  the  United  States. 

He  was  the  most  prominent  candidate  before 
the  Republican  National  Convention  in  1880  for 
a  renomination  for  President.  He  went  to  New 
York  and  embarked  in  the  brokerage  business 
under  the  firm  name  of  Grant  &  Ward.  The 
latter  proved  a  villain,  wrecked  Grant's  fortune, 
and  for  larceny  was  sent  to  the  penitentiary. 
The  General  was  attacked  with  cancer  in  the 
throat,  but  suffered  in  his  stoic-like  manner,  never 
complaining.  He  was  re-instated  as  General  of 
the  Army,  and  retired  by  Congress.  The  cancer 
soon  finished  its  deadly  work,  and  July  23,  1885, 
the  nation  went  in  mourning  over  the  death  ot 
the  illustrious  General, 
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RUTHERFORD  B.  HAYES,  the  nineteenth 
President  of  the  United  States,  was  born  in 
Delaware,  Ohio,  October  4,  1822,  almost 
three  months  after  the  death  of  his  father,  Ruther- 
ford Hayes.  His  ancestry  on  both  the  paternal  and 
maternal  sides  was  of  the  most  honorable  char- 
acter. It  can  be  traced,  it  is  said,  as  far  back  as 
1280,  when  Hayes  and  Rutherford  were  two 
Scottish  chieftains,  fighting  side  by  side  with 
Baliol,  Wilham  Wallace  and  Robert  Bruce.  Both 
families  belonged  to  the  nobility,  owned  extensive 
estates,  and  had  a  large  following.  Misfortune 
overtaking  the  family,  George  Hayes  left  Scotland 
in  1680,  and  settled  in  Windsor,  Conn.  His  son 
George  was  born  in  Windsor,  and  remained  there 
during  his  life.  Daniel  Hayes,  son  of  the  latter, 
married  Sarah  Lee,  and  lived  from  the  time  of 
his  marriage  until  his  death  in  Simsbury,  Conn. 
Ezekiel,  son  of  Daniel,  was  bom  in  1724,  and  was 
a  manufacturer  of  scythes  at  Bradford,  Conn. 
Rutherford  Hayes,  son  of  Ezekiel  and  grandfather 
of  President  Hayes,  was  born  in  New  Haven,  in 
August,  1756.  He  was  a  farmer,  blacksmith  and 
tavern-keeper.  He  emigrated  to  Vermont  at  an 
unknown  date,  settling  in  Brattleboro,  where  he 
established  a  hotel.  Here  his  son,  Rutherford 
Hayes,  the  father  of  President  Hayes,  was  born. 
He  was  married,  in  September,  1813,  to  Sophia 
Birchard,  of  Wilmington,  Vt.,  whose  ancestors 
emigrated  thither  from  Connecticut,  they  having 
been  among  the  wealthiest  and  best  families  of 
Norwich.  Her  ancestry  on  the  male  side  is 
traced  back  to  1635,  to  John  Birchard,  one  of  the 
principal  founders  of  Norwich.  Both  of  her  grand- 
fathers were  soldiers  in  the  Revolutionary  War. 

The  father  of  President  Hayes  was  an  industri- 
ous, frugal,  yet  open-hearted  man.     He  was  of  a 


mechanical  turn  of  mind,  and  could  mend  a  plow, 
knit  a  stocking,  or  do  almost  anything  else  that 
he  chose  to  undertake.  He  was  a  member  of  the 
church,  active  in  all  the  benevolent  enterprises 
of  the  town,  and  conducted  his  business  on  Chris- 
tian principles.  After  the  close  of  the  War  of 
18 1 2,  for  reasons  inexplicable  to  his  neighbors,  he 
resolved  to  emigrate  to  Ohio. 

The  journey  from  Vermont  to  Ohio  in  that  day, 
when  there  were  no  canals,  steamers,  or  rail- 
ways, was  a  very  serious  affair.  A  tour  of  in- 
spection was  first  made,  occupying  four  months. 
Mr.  Hayes  decided  to  move  to  Delaware,  where 
the  family  arrived  in  181 7.  He  died  July  22, 
1822,  a  victim  of  malarial  fever,  less  than  three 
months  before  the  birth  of  the  son  of  whom  we 
write.  Mrs.  Hayes,  in  her  sore  bereavement, 
found  the  support  she  so  much  needed  in  her 
brother  Sardis,  who  had  been  a  member  of  the 
household  from  the  day  of  its  departure  from 
Vermont,  and  in  an  orphan  girl,  whom  she  had 
adopted  some  time  before  as  an  act  of  charity. 

Rutherford  was  seven  years  old  before  he  went 
to  school.  His  education,  however,  was  not  neg- 
lected. He  probably  learned  as  much  from  his 
mother  and  sister  as  he  would  have  done  at 
school.  His  sports  were  almost  wholly  within 
doors,  his  playmates  being  his  sister  and  her  asso- 
ciates. These  circumstances  tended,  no  doubt,  to 
foster  that  gentleness  of  disposition  and  that  del- 
icate consideration  for  the  feelings  of  others  which 
were  marked  traits  of  his  character. 

His  uncle,  Sardis  Birchard,  took  the  deepest 
interest  in  his  education;  and  as  the  boy's  health 
had  improved,  and  he  was  making  good  progress 
in  his  studies,  he  proposed  to  send  him  to  college. 
His  preparation  commenced  with  a  tutor  at  home; 
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but  he  was  afterwards  sent  for  one  year  to  a  pro- 
fessor in  the  Wesleyan  University  in  Middletown, 
Conn.  He  entered  Kenyon  College  in  1838,  at 
the  age  of  sixteen,  and  was  graduated  at  the  head 
of  his  class  in  1842. 

Immediately  after  his  graduation  he  began  the 
study  of  law  in  the  office  of  Thomas  Sparrow, 
Esq.,  in  Columbus.  Finding  his  opportunities 
for  study  in  Columbus  somewhat  limited,  he  de- 
termined to  enter  the  Law  School  at  Cambridge, 
Mass.,  where  he  remained  two  years. 

In  1845,  after  graduating  at  the  Law  School,  he 
was  admitted  to  the  Bar  at  Marietta,  Ohio,  and 
shortly  afterward  went  into  practice  as  an  at- 
torney-at-law  with  Ralph  P.  Buckland,  of  Fre- 
mont. Here  he  remained  three  years,  acquiring 
but  a  limited  practice,  and  apparently  unambitious 
of  distinction  in  his  profession. 

In  1849  he  moved  to  Cincinnati,  where  his  am- 
bition found  a  new  stimulus.  For  several  years, 
however,  his  progress  was  slow.  Two  events 
occurring  at  this  period  had  a  powerful  influence 
upon  his  subsequent  life.  One  of  these  was  his 
marriage  with  Miss  Lucy  Ware  Webb,  daughter 
of  Dr.  James  Webb,  of  Chillicothe;  the  other  was 
his  introduction  to  the  Cincinnati  Literary  Club, 
a  body  embracing  among  its  members  such  men 
as  Chief  Justice  Salmon  P.  Chase,  Gen.  John 
Pope,  Gov.  Edward  F.  Noyes,  and  many  others 
hardly  less  distinguished  in  after  life.  The  mar- 
riage was  a  fortunate  one  in  every  respect,  as 
everybody  knows.  Not  one  of  all  the  wives  of 
our  Presidents  was  more  universally  admired, 
reverenced  and  beloved  than  was  Mrs.  Hayes,  and 
no  one  did  more  than  she  to  reflect  honor  upon 
American  womanhood.  The  Literary  Club  brought 
Mr.  Hayes  into  constant  association  with  young 
men  of  high  character  and  noble  aims,  and  lured 
him  to  display  the  qualities  so  long  hidden  by  his 
bashfulness  and  modesty. 

In  1856  he  was  nominated  to  the  office  of  Judge 
of  the  Court  of  Common  Pleas,  but  he  declined  to 
accept  the  nomination.  Two  years  later,  the  of- 
fice of  City  Solicitor  becoming  vacant,  the  City 
Council  elected  him  for  the  unexpired  term. 

In  1 86 1,  when  the  Rebellion  broke  out,  he  was 
at  the  zenith  of  his  professional  life.     His  rank  at 


the  Bar  was  among  the  first.  But  the  news  of 
the  attack  on  Ft.  Sumter  found  him  eager  to 
take  up  arms  for  the  defense  of  his  country. 

His  military  record  was  bright  and  illustrious. 
In  October,  186 1,  he  was  made  Lieutenant- Colo- 
nel, and  in  August,  1862,  promoted  Colonel  of 
the  Seventy-ninth  Ohio  Regiment,  but  he  refused 
to  leave  his  old  comrades  and  go  among  strangers. 
Subsequently,  however,  he  was  made  Colonel  of 
his  old  regiment  At  the  battle  of  South  Moun- 
tain he  received  a  wound,  and  while  faint  and 
bleeding  displayed  courage  and  fortitude  that 
won  admiration  from  all. 

Col.  Hayes  was  detached  from  his  regiment, 
after  his  recovery,  to  act  as  Brigadier-General, 
and  placed  in  command  of  the  celebrated  Kanawha 
division,  and  for  gallant  and  meritorious  services 
in  the  battles  of  Winchester,  Fisher's  Hill  and 
Cedar  Creek,  he  was  promoted  Brigadier-General. 
He  was  also  breveted  Major- General,  *'for  gallant 
and  distinguished  services  during  the  campaigns 
of  1864,  in  West  Virginia."  In  the  course  of  his 
arduous  services,  four  horses  were  shot  from  un- 
der him,  and  he  was  wounded  four  times. 

In  1864,  Gen.  Hayes  was  elected  to  Congress 
from  the  Second  Ohio  District,  which  had  long 
been  Democratic.  He  was  not  present  during  the 
campaign,  and  after  the  election  was  importuned 
to  resign  his  commission  in  the  army;  but  he  fi- 
nally declared,  '  *  I  shall  never  come  to  Washing- 
ton until  I  can  come  by  way  of  Richmond.'*  He 
was  re-elected  in  1866. 

In  1867,  Gen.  Hayes  was  elected  Governor  of 
Ohio,  over  Hon.  Allen  G.  Thurman,  a  popular 
Democrat,  and  in  1869  was  re-elected  over  George 
H.  Pendleton.  He  was  elected  Governor  for  the 
third  term  in  1875. 

In  1876  he  was  the  standard-bearer  of  the  Re- 
publican party  in  the  Presidential  contest,  and 
after  a  hard,  long  contest  was  chosen  President, 
and  was  inaugurated  Monday,  March  5,  1877. 
He  served  his  full  term,  not,  however,  with  satis- 
faction to  his  party,  but  his  administration  was  an 
average  one.  The  remaining  years  of  his  life 
were  passed  quietly  in  his  Ohio  home,  where  he 
passed  away  January  17,  1893. 
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(Fames  a.  GARFIEIvD,  twentieth  President 
I  of  the  United  States,  was  born  November  19, 
Q)  1 83 1,  in  the  woods  of  Orange,  Cuyahoga 
County,  Ohio.  His  parents  were  Abram  and 
Eliza  (Ballou)  Garfield,  both  of  New  England 
ancestry,  and  from  families  well  known  in  the 
early  history  of  that  section  of  our  country,  but 
who  had  moved  to  the  Western  Reserve,  in  Ohio, 
early  in  its  settlement. 

The  house  in  which  James  A.  was  born  was 
not  unlike  the  houses  of  poor  Ohio  farmers  of 
that  day.  It  was  about  20  x  30  feet,  built  of  logs, 
with  the  spaces  between  the  logs  filled  with  clay. 
His  father  was  a  hard-working  farmer,  and  he 
soon  had  his  fields  cleared,  an  orchard  planted, 
and  a  log  barn  built.  The  household  comprised 
the  father  and  mother  and  their  four  children, 
Mehetabel,  Thomas,  Mary  and  James.  In  May, 
1823,  the  father  died  from  a  cold  contracted  in 
helping  to  put  out  a  forest  fire.  At  this  time 
James  was  about  eighteen  months  old,  and 
Thomas  about  ten  years  old.  No  one,  perhaps, 
can  tell  how  much  James  was  indebted  to  his 
brother's  toil  and  self-sacrifice  during  the  twenty 
years  succeeding  his  father's  death.  He  now 
lives  in  Michigan,  and  the  two  sisters  live  in  Solon, 
Ohio,  near  their  birthplace. 

The  early  educational  advantages  young  Gar- 
field enjoyed  were  very  limited,  yet  he  made  the 
most  of  them.  He  labored  at  farm  work  for 
others,  did  carpenter  work,  chopped  wood,  or  did 
anything  that  would  bring  in  a  few  dollars  to  aid 
his  widowed  mother  in  her  struggles  to  keep  the 
little  family  together.  Nor  was  Gen.  Garfield 
ever  ashamed  of  his  origin,  and  he  never  forgot 
the  friends  of  his  struggling  childhood,  youth  and 
manhood;  neither  did  they  ever  forget  him. 
When  in  the  highest  seats  of  honor,  the  humblest 
friend  of  his  boyhood  was  as  kindly  greeted  as 
ever.  The  poorest  laborer  was  sure  of  the  sym- 
pathy of  one  who  had  known  all  the  bitterness  of 


want  and  the  sweetness  of  bread  earned  by  the 
sweat  of  the  brow.  He  was  ever  the  simple, 
plain,  modest  gentleman. 

The  highest  ambition  of  young  Garfield  until 
he  was  about  sixteen  years  old  was  to  be  cap- 
tain of  a  vessel  on  Lake  Erie.  He  was  anxious 
to  go  aboard  a  vessel,  but  this  his  mother  strongly 
opposed.  She  finally  consented  to  his  going  to 
Cleveland,  with  the  understanding,  however,  that 
he  should  try  to  obtain  some  other  kind  of  em- 
ployment. He  walked  all  the  way  to  Cleveland. 
This  was  his  first  visit  to  the  city.  After  making 
many  applications  for  work,  and  trying  to  get 
aboard  a  lake  vessel  and  not  meeting  with  suc- 
cess, he  engaged  as  a  driver  for  his  cousin,  Amos 
Letcher,  on  the  Ohio  &  Pennsylvania  Canal. 
He  remained  at  this  work  but  a  short  time,  when 
he  went  home,  and  attended  the  seminary  at 
Chester  for  about  three  years.  He  then  entered 
Hiram  and  the  Eclectic  Institute,  teaching  a  few 
terms  of  school  in  the  mean  time,  and  doing  other 
work.  This  school  was  started  by  the  Disciples 
of  Christ  in  1850,  of  which  body  he  was  then  a 
member.  He  became  janitor  and  bell-ringer  in 
order  to  help  pay  his  way.  He  then  became  both 
teacher  and  pupil.  Soon  *'  exhausting  Hiram," 
and  needing  a  higher  education,  in  the  fall  of  1854 
he  entered  Williams  College,  from  which  he  grad- 
uated in  1856,  taking  one  of  the  highest  honors  of 
his  class.  He  afterwards  returned  to  Hiram  Col- 
lege as  its  President.  As  above  stated,  he  early 
united  with  the  Christian,  or  Disciples,  Church  at 
Hiram,  and  was  ever  after  a  devoted,  zealous 
member,  often  preaching  in  its  pulpit  and  places 
where  he  happened  to  be. 

Mr.  Garfield  was  united  in  marriage,  Novem- 
ber II,  1858,  with  Miss  lyucretia  Rudolph,  who 
proved  herself  worthy  as  the  wife  of  one  whom 
all  the  world  loved.  To  them  were  born  seven 
children,  five  of  whom  are  still  living,  four  boys 
and  one  girl. 


96 


JAMES  A.  GARFIELD. 


Mr.  Garfield  made  his  first  political  speeches  in 
1856,  in  Hiram  and  the  neighboring  villages,  and 
three  years  later  he  began  to  speak  at  county 
mass-meetings,  and  became  the  favorite  speaker 
wherever  he  was.  During  this  year  he  was 
elected  to  the  Ohio  Senate.  He  also  began  to 
study  law  at  Cleveland,  and  in  1861  was  admitted 
to  the  Bar.  The  great  Rebellion  broke  out  in  the 
early  part  of  this  year,  and  Mr.  Garfield  at  once 
resolved  to  fight  as  he  had  talked,  and  enlisted  to 
defend  the  Old  Flag.  He  received  his  commission 
as  Lieutenant- Colonel  of  the  Forty-second  Regi- 
ment of  Ohio  Infantry  August  14,  186 1.  He 
was  immediately  put  into  active  service,  and  be- 
fore he  had  ever  seen  a  gun  fired  in  action,  was 
placed  in  command  of  four  regiments  of  infantry 
and  eight  companies  of  cavalry,  charged  with  the 
work  of  driving  out  of  his  native  State  the  able 
rebel  ofiicer,  Humphrey  Marshall,  of  Kentucky. 
This  work  was  bravely  and  speedily  accomplished, 
although  against  great  odds,  and  President  Lin- 
coln commissioned  him  Brigadier- General,  Janu- 
ary 10,  1862;  and  ''as  he  had  bee.i  the  youngest 
man  in  the  Ohio  Senate  two  years  before,  so  now 
he  was  the  youngest  General  in  the  army."  He 
was  with  Gen.  Buell's  army  at  Shiloh,  in  its 
operations  around  Corinth  and  its  march  through 
Alabama.  He  was  then  detailed  as  a  member  of 
the  general  court  martial  for  the  trial  of  Gen. 
Fitz-John  Porter.  He  was  next  ordered  to  re- 
port to  Gen.  Rosecrans,  and  was  assigned  to  the 
• '  Chief  of  Staff. ' '  The  military  history  of  Gen. 
Garfield  closed  with  his  brilliant  services  at  Chick- 
amauga,  where  he  won  the  rank  of  Major-General. 

Without  an  effort  on  his  part.  Gen.  Garfield 
was  elected  to  Congress  in  the  fall  of  1862,  from 
the  Nineteenth  District  of  Ohio.  This  section  of 
Ohio  had  been  represented  in  Congress  for  sixty 
years  mainly  by  two  men — Elisha  Whittlesey  and 
Joshua  R.  Giddings.  It  was  not  without  a  strug- 
gle that  he  resigned  his  place  in  the  army.  At 
the  time  he  entered  Congress  he  was  the  youngest 
member  in  that  body.  There  he  remained  by 
successive  re-elections  until  he  was  elected  Presi- 
dent, in  1880.  Of  his  labors  in  Congress,  Senator 
Hoar  says:  **  Since  the  year  1864  you  cannot 
think  of  a  question  which  has  been  debated  in 


Congress,  or  discussed  before  a  tribunal  of  the 
American  people,  in  regard  to  which  you  will  not 
find,  if  you  wish  instruction,  the  argument  on 
one  side  stated,  in  almost  every  instance  better 
than  by  anybody  else,  in  some  speech  made  in 
the  House  of  Representatives  or  on  the  hustings 
by  Mr.  Garfield.'^ 

Upon  January  14,  1880,  Gen.  Garfield  was  elect- 
ed to  the  United  States  Senate,  and  on  the  8th  of 
June,  of  the  same  year,  was  nominated  as  the 
candidate  of  his  party  for  President  at  the  great 
Chicago  Convention.  He  was  elected  in  the  fol- 
lowing November,  and  on  March  4,  1881,  was 
inaugurated.  Probably  no  administration  ever 
opened  its  existence  under  brighter  auspices  than 
that  of  President  Garfield,  and  every  day  it  grew 
in  favor  with  the  people.  By  the  ist  of  July 
he  had  completed  all  the  initiatory  and  prelimi- 
nary wofk  of  his  administration,  and  was  prepar- 
ing to  leave  the  city  to  meet  his  friends  at  Will- 
iams College.  While  on  his  way  and  at  the 
depot,  in  company  with  Secretary  Blaine,  a  man 
stepped  behind  him,  drew  a  revolver,  and  fired 
directly  at  his  back.  The  President  tottered  and 
fell,  and  as  he  did  so  the  assassin  fired  a  second 
shot,  the  bullet  cutting  the  left  coat  sleeve  of  his 
victim,  but  inflicting  no  further  injury.  It  has 
been  very  truthfully  said  that  this  was  *  *  the  shot 
that  was  heard  around  the  world. ' '  Never  before 
in  the  history  of  the  nation  had  anything  occur- 
red which  so  nearly  froze  the  blood  of  the  people 
for  the  moment  as  this  awful  deed.  He  was 
smitten  on  the  brightest,  gladdest  day  of  all  his 
life,  at  the  summit  of  his  power  and  hope.  For 
eighty  days,  all  during  the  hot  months  of  July 
and  August,  he  lingered  and  suffered.  He,  how- 
ever, remained  master  of  himself  till  the  last,  and 
by  his  magnificent  bearing  taught  the  country 
and  the  world  one  of  the  noblest  of  human  les- 
sons— how  to  live  grandly  in  the  very  clutch  of 
death.  Great  in  life,  he  was  surpassingly  great 
in  death.  He  passed  serenely  away  September 
19,  1883,  at  Elberon,  N.  J.,  on  the  very  bank  of 
the  ocean,  where  he  had  been  taken  shortly  be- 
fore. The  world  wept  at  his  death,  as  it  rarely 
ever  had  done  on  the  death  of  any  other  great 
and  noble  man. 
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E  HESTER  A.  ARTHUR,  twenty-first  Presi- 
dent of  the  United  States,  was  born  in  Frank- 
lin County,  Vt.,  on  the  5th  day  of  October, 
1830,  and  was  the  eldest  of  a  family  of  two  sons 
and  five  daughters.  His  father  was  the  Rev.  Dr. 
William  Arthur,  a  Baptist  clergyman,  who  emi- 
grated to  this  country  from  County  Antrim,  Ire- 
land, in  his  eighteenth  year,  and  died  in  1875,  in 
Newtonville,  near  Albany,  after  a  long  and  sue- 
cessftil  ministry. 

Young  Arthur  was  educated  at  Union  College, 
Schenectady,  where  he  excelled  in  all  his  studies. 
After  his  graduation  he  taught  school  in  Ver- 
mont for  two  years,  and  at  the  expiration  of  that 
time  came  to  New  York,  with  $500  in  his  pocket, 
and  entered  the  ofiice  of  ex-Judge  E.  D.  Culver 
as  a  student.  After  being  admitted  to  the  Bar,  he 
formed  a  partnership  with  his  intimate  friend  and 
room-mate,  Henry  D.  Gardiner,  with  the  inten- 
tion of  practicing  in  the  West,  and  for  three 
months  they  roamed  about  in  the  Western  States 
in  search  of  an  eligible  site,  but  in  the  end  re- 
turned to  New  York,  where  they  hung  out  their 
shingle,  and  entered  upon  a  successful  career  al- 
most from  the  start.  Gen.  Arthur  soon  after  mar- 
ried the  daughter  of  lyieut.  Hemdon,  of  the 
United  States  Navy,  who  was  lost  at  sea.  Con- 
gress voted  a  gold  medal  to  his  widow  in  recog- 
nition of  the  bravery  he  displayed  on  that  occa- 
sion. Mrs.  Arthur  died  shortly  before  Mr. 
Arthur's  nomination  to  the  Vice-Presidency,  leav- 
ing two  children. 

Gen.  Arthur  obtained  considerable  legal  celeb- 
rity in  his  first  great  case,  the  famous  Lemmon 
suit,  brought  to  recover  possession  of  eight  slaves 
who  had  been  declared  free  by  Judge  Paine,  of 
the  Superior  Court  of  New  York  City.     It  was  in 


1852  that  Jonathan  lyemmon,  of  Virginia,  went  to 
New  York  with  his  slaves,  intending  to  ship  them 
to  Texas,  when  they  were  discovered  and  fi-eed. 
The  Judge  decided  that  they  could  not  be  held  by 
the  owner  under  the  Fugitive  Slave  Law.  A  howl 
of  rage  went  up  from  the  South,  and  the  Virginia 
Legislature  authorized  the  Attorney- General  of 
that  State  to  assist  in  an  appeal.  William  M. 
Evarts  and  Chester  A.  Arthur  were  employed  to 
represent  the  people,  and  they  won  their  case, 
which  then  went  to  the  Supreme  Court  of  the 
United  States.  Charles  O' Conor  here  espoused 
the  cause  of  the  slaveholders,  but  he,  too,  was 
beaten  by  Messrs.  Evarts  and  Arthur,  and  a  long 
step  was  taken  toward  the  emancipation  of  the 
black  race. 

Another  great  service  was  rendered  by  Gen. 
Arthur  in  the  same  cause  in  1856.  Lizzie  Jen- 
nings, a  respectable  colored  woman,  was  put  oflF 
a  Fourth  Avenue  car  with  violence  after  she  had 
paid  her  fare.  Gen.  Arthur  sued  on  her  behaljf, 
and  secured  a  verdict  of  $500  damages.  The  next 
day  the  company  issued  an  order  to  admit  colored 
persons  to  ride  on  their  cars,  and  the  other  car 
companies  quickly  followed  their  example.  Be- 
fore that  the  Sixth  Avenue  Company  ran  a  few 
special  cars  for  colored  persons,  and  the  other  lines 
refused  to  let  them  ride  at  all. 

Gen.  Arthur  was  a  delegate  to  the  convention 
at  Saratoga  that  founded  the  Republican  party. 
Previous  to  the  war  he  was  Judge- Advocate  of 
the  Second  Brigade  of  the  State  of  New  York, 
and  Gov.  Morgan,  of  that  State,  appointed  him 
Engineer-in- Chief  of  his  staff.  In  1861,  he  was 
made  Inspector- General,  and  soon  afterward  be- 
came Quartermaster- General.  In  each  of  these 
offices  he  rendered  great  service  to  the  Govern- 
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ment  during  the  war.  At  the  end  of  Gov.  Mor- 
gan's term  he  resumed  the  practice  of  law,  form- 
ing a  partnership  with  Mr.  Ransom,  and  then 
Mr.  Phelps,  the  District  Attorney  of  New  York, 
was  added  to  the  firm.  The  legal  practice  of  this 
well-known  firm  was  very  large  and  lucrative, 
as  each  of  the  gentlemen  composing  it  was  an  able 
lawyer,  and  possessed  a  splendid  local  reputa- 
tion, if  not,  indeed,  one  of  national  extent. 

Mr.  Arthur  always  took  a  leading  part  in  State 
and  city  politics.  He  was  appointed  Collector  of 
the  Port  of  New  York  by  President  Grant,  No- 
vember 21,  1872,  to  succeed  Thomas  Murphy, 
and  he  held  the  office  until  July  20,  1878,  when 
he  was  succeeded  by  Collector  Merritt. 

Mr.  Arthur  was  nominated  on  the  Presidential 
ticket,  with  Gen.  James  A.  Garfield,  at  the 
famous  National  Republican  Convention  held  at 
Chicago  in  June,  1880.  This  was  perhaps  the 
greatest  political  convention  that  ever  assembled 
on  the  continent.  It  was  composed  of  the  lead- 
ing politicians  of  the  Republican  party,  all  able 
men,  and  each  stood  firm  and  fought  vigorously 
and  with  signal  tenacity  for  his  respective  can- 
didate that  was  before  the  convention  for  the 
aomination.  Finally  Gen.  Garfield  received  the 
nomination  for  President,  and  Gen.  Arthur  for 
Vice-President.  The  campaign  which  followed 
was  one  of  the  most  animated  known  in  the  his- 
tory of  our  country.  Gen.  Hancock,  the  stand- 
ard-bearer of  the  Democratic  party,  was  a  popular 
man,  and  his  party  made  a  valiant  fight  for  his 
election. 

Finally  the  election  came,  and  the  country's 
choice  was  Garfield  and  Arthur.  They  were  in- 
augurated March  4,  1881,  as  President  and  Vice- 
President.  A  few  months  only  had  passed  ere 
the  newly-chosen  President  was  the  victim  of  the 
assassin's  bullet.  Then  came  terrible  weeks  of 
suffering — those  moments  of  anxious  suspense, 
when  the  hearts  of  all  civilized  nations  were 
throbbing  in  unison,  longing  for  the  recovery  of 
the  noble,  the  good  President.  The  remarkable 
patience  that  he  manifested  during  those  hours 
and  weeks,  and  even  months,  of  the  most  terrible 
suffering  man  has  ever  been  called  upon  to  en- 
dure, was  seemingly  more  than  human.     It  was 


certainly  godlike.  During  all  this  period  of 
deepest  anxiety  Mr.  Arthur's  every  move  was 
watched,  and,  be  it  said  to  his  credit,  that  his  every 
action  displayed  only  an  earnest  desire  that  the 
suffering  Garfield  might  recover  to  serve  the  re- 
mainder of  the  term  he  had  so  auspiciously  be- 
gun. Not  a  selfish  feeling  was  manifested  in 
deed  or  look  of  this  man,  even  though  the  most 
honored  position  in  the  world  was  at  any  moment 
likely  to  fall  to  him. 

At  last  God  in  his  mercy  relieved  President 
Garfield  from  further  suffering,  and  the  world,  as 
never  before  in  its  history  over  the  death  of  any 
other  man,  wept  at  his  bier.  Then  it  became  the 
duty  of  the  Vice-President  to  assume  the  respon- 
sibilities of  the  high  office,  and  he  took  the  oath 
in  New  York,  September  20,  1881.  The  position 
was  an  embarrassing  one  to  him,  made  doubly  so 
from  the  fact  that  all  eyes  were  on  him,  anxious 
to  know  what  he  would  do,  what  policy  he  would 
pursue,  and  whom  he  would  select  as  advisers. 
The  duties  of  the  office  had  been  greatly  neglected 
during  the  President's  long  illness,  and  many  im- 
portant measures  were  to  be  immediately  decided 
by  him;  and  to  still  further  embarass  him  he  did 
not  fail  to  realize  under  what  circumstances  he 
became  President,  and  knew  the  feelings  of  many 
on  this  point.  Under  these  trying  circumstances. 
President  Arthur  took  the  reins  of  the  Govern- 
ment in  his  own  hands,  and,  as  embarrassing  as 
was  the  condition  of  affairs,  he  happily  surprised 
the  nation,  acting  so  wisely  that  but  few  criticized 
his  administration.  He  served  the  nation  well 
and  faithfully  until  the  close  of  his  administra- 
tion, March  4,  1885,  and  was  a  popular  candidate 
before  his  party  for  a  second  term.  His  name 
was  ably  presented  before  the  convention  at  Chi- 
cago, and  was  received  with  great  favor,  and 
doubtless  but  for  the  personal  popularity  of  one 
of  the  opposing  candidates,  he  would  have  been 
selected  as  the  standard-bearer  of  his  party  for 
another  campaign.  He  retired  to  private  life,  car- 
rying with  him  the  best  wishes  of  the  American 
people,  whom  he  had  served  in  a  manner  satisfac- 
tory to  them  and  with  credit  to  himself.  One 
year  later  he  was  called  to  his  final  rest. 
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ITEPHEN  GROVER    CLEVELAND,    the 

twenty-second  President  of  the  United  States, 
was  born  in  1837,  i^  the  obscure  town  of 
Caldwell,  Essex  County,  N.  J.,  and  in  a  little 
two-and-a-half-story  white  house,  which  is  still 
standing  to  characteristically  mark  the  humble 
birthplace  of  one  of  America's  great  men,  in 
striking  contrast  with  the  Old  World,  where  all 
men  high  in  office  must  be  high  in  origin  and 
born  in  the  cradle  of  wealth.  When  the  subject 
of  this  sketch  was  three  years  of  age,  his  father, 
who  w^as  a  Presbyterian  minister  with  a  large 
family  and  a  small  salary,  moved,  by  way  of  the 
Hudson  River  and  Erie  Canal,  to  Fayetteville,  N. 
Y.,  in  search  of  an  increased  income  and  a  larger 
field  of  work.  Fayetteville  was  then  the  most 
straggling  of  country  villages,  about  five  miles 
from  Pompey  Hill,  where  Governor  Seymour 
was  born. 

At  the  last-mentioned  place  young  Grover  com- 
menced going  to  school  in  the  good,  old-fashioned 
way,  and  presumably  distinguished  himself  after 
the  manner  of  all  village  boys — ^in  doing  the 
things  he  ought  not  to  do.  Such  is  the  dis- 
tinguishing trait  of  all  geniuses  and  independent 
thinkers.  When  he  arrived  at  the  age  of  four- 
teen years,  he  had  outgrown  the  capacity  of  the 
village  school,  and  expressed  a  most  emphatic  de- 
sire to  be  sent  to  an  academy.  To  this  his  fa- 
ther decidedly  objected.  Academies  in  those 
days  cost  money;  besides,  his  father  wanted  him 
to  become  self-supporting  by  the  quickest  pos- 
sible means,  and  this  at  that  time  in  Fayetteville 
seemed  to  be  a  position  in  a  country  store,  where 
his  father  and  the  large  family  on  his  hands  had 


considerable  influence.  Grover  was  to  be  paid 
$50  for  his  services  the  first  year,  and  if  he  proved 
trustworthy  he  was  to  receive  $100  the  second 
year.  Here  the  lad  commenced  his  career  as 
salesman,  and  in  two  years  he  had  earned  so  good 
a  reputation  for  trustworthiness  that  his  employ- 
ers desired  to  retain  him  for  an  indefinite  length 
of  time. 

But  instead  of  remaining  with   this  firm  in 
Fayetteville,  he  went  with  the  family  in  their  re- 
moval to  Clinton,  where  he  had  an  opportunity 
of  attending  a  High  School.     Here  he  industri- 
ously pursued  his   studies  until  the  family  re- 
moved with  him  to  a  point  on  Black  River  known 
as  the  '* Holland  Patent,"  a  village  of  five  or  six 
hundred  people,  fifteen  miles  north  of  Utica,  N.  Y. 
At  this  place  his  father  died,  after  preaching  but 
three  Sundays.     This  event  broke  up  the  family, 
and  Grover  set  out  for  New  York  City  to  accept, 
at  a  small  salary,  the  position  of  under- teacher 
in  an  asylum  for  the  blind.     He  taught  faithfully 
for  two  years,  and  although  he  obtained  a  good 
reputation  in   this  capacity,   he  concluded  that 
teaching  was  not  his  calling  in  life,  and,  revers- 
ing the  traditional  order,  he  left  the  city  to  seek 
his  fortune,  instead  of  going  to  the  city.    He  first 
thought  of  Cleveland,  Ohio,  as  there  was  some 
charm  in  that  name  for  him;  but  before  proceed- 
ing to  that  place  he  went  to  Bufialo  to  ask  advice 
of  his  uncle,    Lewis   F.  Allan,    a  noted  stock- 
breeder of  that  place.     The  latter  did  not  speak 
enthusiastically.     ''What  is  it  you  want  to  do, 
my  boy?"  he  asked.     "Well,  sir,  I  want  to  study 
law,"  was  the  reply  ''Good  gracious!"  remarked 
the  old  gentleman;  '*  do  you,  indeed?    Whatever 
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put  that  into  your  head?  How  much  money 
have  you  got?*'  ^*Well,  sir,  to  tell  the  truth,  I 
haven't  got  any/' 

After  a  long  consultation,  his  uncle  offered  him 
a  place  temporarily  as  assistant  herd-keeper,  at 
$50  a  year,  while  he  could  look  around.  One 
day  soon  afterward  he  boldly  walked  into  the  of- 
fice of  Rogers,  Bowen  &  Rogers,  of  Buffalo,  and 
told  them  what  he  wanted.  A  number  of  young 
men  were  already  engaged  in  the  office,  but  Gro- 
ver's  persistency  won,  and  he  was  finally  per- 
mitted to  come  as  an  office  boy  and  have  the  use 
of  the  law  library,  receiving  as  wages  the  sum  of 
$3  or  $4  a  week.  Out  of  this  he  had  to  pay  for  his 
board  and  washing.  The  walk  to  and  from  his 
uncle's  was  a  long  and  rugged  one;  and  although 
the  first  winter  was  a  memorably  severe  one,  his 
shoes  were  out  of  repair,  and  as  for  his  overcoat  he 
had  none;  yet  he  was,  nevertheless,  prompt  and 
regular.  On  the  first  day  of  his  service  there,  his 
senior  employer  threw  down  a  copy  of  Black- 
stone  before  him,  with  a  bang  that  made  the  dust 
fly,  saying  * 'That's  where  they  all  begin."  A 
titter  ran  around  the  little  circle  of  clerks  and 
students,  as  they  thought  that  was  enough  to 
scare  young  Grover  out  of  his  plans;  but  in  due 
time  he  mastered  that  cumbersome  volume. 
Then,  as  ever  afterward,  however,  Mr.  Cleve- 
land exhibited  a  talent  for  executiveness  rather 
than  for  chasing  principles  through  all  their 
metaphysical  possibilities.  *Xet  us  quit  talking 
and  go  and  do  it, ' '  was  practically  his  motto. 

The  first  public  office  to  which  Mr.  Cleveland 
was  elected  was  that  of  Sheriff  of  Erie  County, 
N.  Y.,  in  which  Buffalo  is  situated;  and  in  such 
capacity  it  fell  to  his  duty  to  inflict  capital  punish- 
ment upon  two  criminals.  In  1881  he  was 
elected  Mayor  of  the  City  of  Buffalo,  on  the 
Democratic  ticket,  with  especial  reference  to  bring- 
ing about  certain  reforms  in  the  administration 
of  the  municipal  affairs  of  that  city.  In  this  of- 
fice, as  well  as  in  that  of  Sheriff,  his  performance 
of  duty  has  generally  been  considered  fair,  with 
possibly  a  few  exceptions,  which  were  ferreted 
out  and  magnified  during  his  Presidential  cam- 
paign. As  a  specimen  of  his  plain  language  in 
a  veto  message,  we  quote  from  one  vetoing  an 


iniquitous  street-cleaning  contract:  **This  is  a 
time  for  plain  speech,  and  my  objection  to  your 
action  shall  be  plainly  stated.  I  regard  it  as  the 
culmination  of  a  most  bare-faced,  impudent  and 
shameless  scheme  to  betray  the  interests  of  the 
people  and  to  worse  than  squander  the  people's 
money."  The  New  York  Sun  afterward  very 
highly  commended  Mr,  Cleveland's  administra- 
tion as  Mayor  of  Buffalo,  and  thereupon  recom- 
mended him  for  Governor  of  the  Empire  State. 
To  the  latter  office  he  was  elected  in  1882,  and 
his  administration  of  the  affairs  of  State  was 
generally  satisfactory.  The  mistakes  he  made, 
if  any,  were  made  very  public  throughout  the  na- 
tion after  he  was  nominated  for  President  of  the 
United  States.  For  this  high  office  he  was 
nominated  July  11,  1884,  by  the  National  Demo- 
cratic Convention  at  Chicago,  when  other  com- 
petitors were  Thomas  F.  Bayard,  Roswell  P« 
Flower,  Thomas  A.  Hendricks,  Benjamin  F. 
Butler,  Allen  G.  Thurman,  etc.;  and  he  was 
elected  by  the  people,  by  a  majority  of  about  a 
thousand,  over  the  brilliant  and  long-tried  Re- 
publican statesman,  James  G.  Blaine.  President 
Cleveland  resigned  his  office  as  Governor  of  New 
York  in  January,  1885,  in  order  to  prepare  for 
his  duties  as  the  Chief  Executive  of  the  United 
States,  in  which  capacity  his  term  commenced  at 
noon  on  the  4th  of  March,  1885. 

The  silver  question  precipitated  a  controversy 
between  those  who  were  in  favor  of  the  continu- 
ance of  silver  coinage  and  those  who  were  op- 
posed, Mr.  Cleveland  answering  for  the  latter, 
even  before  his  inauguration. 

On  June  2,  1886,  President  Cleveland  married 
Frances,  daughter  of  his  deceased  friend  and  part- 
ner, Oscar  Folsom,  of  the  Buffalo  Bar.  Their 
union  has  been  blessed  by  the  birth  of  two  daugh- 
ters. In  the  campaign  of  1888,  President  Cleve- 
land was  renominated  by  his  party,  but  the 
Republican  candidate.  Gen.  Benjamin  Harrison, 
was  victorious.  In  the  nominations  of  1892 
these  two  candidates  for  the  highest  position  in 
the  gift  of  the  people  were  again  pitted  against 
each  other,  and  in  the  ensuing  election  President 
Cleveland  was  victorious  by  an  overwhelming 
majority. 
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BENJAMIN  HARRISON. 


"JENJAMIN  HARRISON,  the  twenty-third 
CS  President,  is  the  descendant  of  one  of  the 
^  historical  families  of  this  country.  The  first 
known  head  of  the  family  was  Maj.-Gen.  Harrison, 
one  of  Oliver  Cromwell's  trusted  followers  and 
fighters.  In  the  zenith  of  Cromweir  s  power  it  be- 
came the  duty  of  this  Harrison  to  participate  in 
the  trial  of  Charles  I.,  and  afterward  to  sign  the 
death  warrant  of  the  king.  He  subsequently 
paid  for  this  with  his  life,  being  hung  October  13, 
1660.  His  descendants  came  to  America,  and 
the  next  of  the  family  that  appears  in  history  is 
Benjamin  Harrison,  of  Virginia,  great-grandfa- 
ther of  the  subject  of  this  sketch,  and  after  whom 
he  was  named.  Benjamin  Harrison  was  a  mem- 
ber of  the  Continental  Congress  during  the  years 
1774,  1775  and  1776,  and  was  one  of  the  original 
signers  of  the  Declaration  of  Independence.  He 
was  three  times  elected  Governor  of  Virginia. 

Gen.  William  Henry  Harrison,  the  son  of  the 
distinguished  patriot  of  the  Revolution,  after  a 
successful  career  as  a  soldier  during  the  War  of 
18 12,  and  with  a  clean  record  as  Governor  of  the 
Northwestern  Territory,  was  elected  President  of 
the  United  States  in  1840.  His  career  was  cut 
short  by  death  within  one  month  after  his  in- 
auguration. 
President  Harrison  was  bom  at  North  Bend, 


Hamilton  County,  Ohio,  August  20,  1833.     His 

life  up  to  the  time  of  his  graduation  from  Miami 
University,  at  Oxford,  Ohio,  was  the  uneventful 
one  of  a  country  lad  of  a  family  of  small  means. 
His  father  was  able  to  give  him  a  good  education, 
and  nothing  more.  He  became  engaged  while  at 
college  to  the  daughter  of  Dr.  Scott,  Principal  of 
a  female  school  at  Oxford.  After  graduating,  he 
determined  to  enter  upon  the  study  of  law.  He 
went  to  Cincinnati  and  there  read  law  for  two 
years.  At  the  expiration  of  that  time  young  Har- 
rison received  the  only  inheritance  of  his  life — his 
aunt,  dying,  left  him  a  lot  valued  at  $800.  He 
regarded  this  legacy  as  a  fortune,  and  decided  to 
get  married  at  once,  take  this  money  and  go  to 
some  Eastern  town  and  begin  the  practice  of  law. 
He  sold  his  lot,  and,  with  the  money  in  his  pocket, 
he  started  out  with  his  young  wife  to  fight  for  a 
place  in  the  world.  He  decided  to  go  to  Indian- 
apolis, which  was  even  at  that  time  a  town  of 
promise.  He  met  with  slight  encouragement  at 
first,  making  scarcely  anything  the  first  year. 
He  worked  diligently,  applying  himself  closely  to 
his  calling,  built  up  an  extensive  practice  and 
took  a  leading  rank  in  the  legal  profession. 

In  i860,  Mr.  Harrison  was  nominated  for  the 
position  of  Supreme  Court  Reporter,  and  then  be- 
gan his  experience  as  a  stump  speaker.     He  can- 
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vassed  the  State  thoroughly,  and  was  elected  by 
a  handsome  majority.  In  1862  he  raised  the 
Seventeenth  Indiana  Infantry,  and  was  chosen  its 
Colonel.  His  regiment  was  composed  of  the  raw- 
est material,  but  Col.  Harrison  employed  all  his 
time  at  first  in  mastering  military  tactics  and  drill- 
ing his  men,  and  when  he  came  to  move  toward 
the  East  with  Sherman,  his  regiment  was  one  of 
the  best  drilled  and  organized  in  the  army.  At 
Resaca  he  especially  distinguished  himself,  and 
for  his  bravery  at  Peachtree  Creek  he  was  made 
a  Brigadier-General,  Gen.  Hooker  speaking  of 
him  in  the  most  complimentary  terms. 

During  the  absence  of  Gen.  Harrison  in  the 
field,  the  Supreme  Court  declared  the  ofiice  of 
Supreme  Court  Reporter  vacant,  and  another 
person  was  elected  to  the  position.  From  the 
time  of  leaving  Indiana  with  his  regiment  until 
the  fall  of  1864  he  had  taken  no  leave  of  absence, 
but  having  been  nominated  that  year  for  the  same 
office,  he  got  a  thirty-day  leave  of  absence,  and 
during  that  time  made  a  brilliant  canvass  of  the 
State,  and  was  elected  for  another  term.  He  then 
started  to  rejoin  Sherman,  but  on  the  way  was 
stricken  down  with  scarlet  fever,  and  after  a  most 
trying  attack  made  his  wa}^  to  the  front  in  time  to 
participate  in  the  closing  incidents  of  the  war. 

In  1868  Gen.  Harrison  declined  a  re-election 
as  Reporter,  and  resumed  the  practice  of  law.  In 
1876  he  was  a  candidate  for  Governor.  Although 
defeated,  the  brilliant  campaign  he  made  won  for 
him  a  national  reputation,  and  he  was  much  sought 
after,  especially  in  the  East,  to  make  speeches. 
In  1880,  as  usual,  he  took  an  active  part  in  the 
campaign,  and  was  elected  to  the  United  States 
Senate.  Here  he  served  for  six  years,  and  was 
known  as  one  of  the  ablest  men,  best  lawyers  and 
strongest  debaters  in  that  body.  With  the  ex- 
piration of  his  senatorial  term  he  returned  to  the 
practice  of  his  profession,  becoming  the  head  of 
one  of  the  strongest  firms  in  the  State. 

The  political  campaign  of  1888  was  one  of  the 
most  memorable  in  the  history  of  our  country. 
The  convention  which  assembled  in  Chicago  in 
June  and  named  Mr.  Harrison  as  the  chief  stand- 
ard-bearer of  the  Repubhcan  party  was  great  in 
every  particular,  and  on  this  account,  and  the  at- 


titude it  assumed  upon  the  vital  questions  of  the 
day,  chief  among  which  was  the  tariff,  awoke  a 
deep  interest  in  the  campaign  throughout  the 
nation.  Shortly  after  the  nomination,  delegations 
began  to  visit  Mr.  Harrison  at  Indianapolis,  his 
home.  This  movement  became  popular,  and  from 
all  sections  of  the  country  societies,  clubs  and 
delegations  journeyed  thither  to  pay  their  re- 
spects to  the  distinguished  statesman. 

Mr,  Harrison  spoke  daily  all  through  the  sum- 
mer and  autumn  to  these  visiting  delegations, 
and  so  varied,  masterly,  and  eloquent  were  his 
speeches  that  they  at  once  placed  him  in  the  fore- 
most rank  of  American  orators  and  statesmen. 
Elected  by  a  handsome  majority,  he  served  his 
country  faithfully  and  well,  and  in  1892  was  nom- 
inated for  re-election;  but  the  people  demanded  a 
change  and  he  was  defeated  by  his  predecessor 
in  office,  Grover  Cleveland. 

On  account  of  his  eloquence  as  a  speaker  and 
his  power  as  a  debater,  Gen.  Harrison  was  called 
upon  at  an  early  age  to  take  part  in  the  dis- 
cussion of  the  great  questions  that  then  began  to 
agitate  the  country.  He  was  an  uncompromising 
anti-slavery  man,  and  was  matched  against  some 
of  the  most  eminent  Democratic  speakers  of  his 
State.  No  man  who  felt  the  touch  of  his  blade 
desired  to  be  pitted  with  him  again.  With  all 
his  eloquence  as  an  orator  he  never  spoke  for  ora- 
torical effect,  but  his  words  always  went  like  bul- 
lets to  the  mark.  He  is  purely  American  in  his 
ideas,  and  is  a  splendid  type  of  the  American 
statesman.  Gifted  with  quick  perception,  a  logi- 
cal mind  and  a  ready  tongue,  he  is  one  of  the 
most  distinguished  impromptu  speakers  in  the 
nation.  Many  of  these  speeches  sparkled  with  the 
rarest  eloquence  and  contained  arguments  of  great 
weight,  and  many  of  his  terse  statements  have 
already  become  aphorisms.  Original  in  thought, 
precise  in  logic,  terse  in  statement,  yet  withal 
faultless  in  eloquence,  he  is  recognized  as  the 
sound  statesman  and  brilliant  orator  of  the  day. 
During  the  last  days  of  his  administration  Presi- 
dent Harrison  suffered  an  irreparable  loss  in  the 
death  of  his  devoted  wife,  Caroline  (Scott)  Har- 
rison, a  lady  of  many  womanly  charms  and  vir- 
tues.    They  were  the  parents  of  two  children, 
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|HE  time  has  arrived  when  it 
becomes  the  duty  of  the 
people  of  this  county  to  per- 
petuate the  names  of  their 
pioneers,  to  furnish  a  record 
of  their  early  settlement, 
and  relate  the  story  of  their 
progress.  The  civilization  of  our 
day,  the  enlightenment  of  the  age 
and  the  duty  that  men  of  the  pres- 
ent time  owe  to  their  ancestors,  to 
themselves  and  to  their  posterity, 
demand  that  a  record  of  their  lives 
and  deeds  should  be  made.  In  bio- 
graphical history  is  found  a  power 
to  instruct  man  by  precedent,  to 
enliven  the  mental  faculties,  and 
to  waft  down  the  river  of  time  a 
safe  vessel  in  which  the  names  and  actions  of  the  , 
people  who  contributed  to  raise  this  country  from  its 
primitive  state  may  be  preserved.  Surely  and  rapidly 
the  great  and  aged  men,  who  in  their  prime  entered 
the  wilderness  and  claimed  the  virgin  soil  as  their 
heritage,  are  passing  to  their  graves.  The  number  re- 
maining who  can  relate  the  incidents  of  the  first  days 
3f  settlement  is  becoming  small  indeed,  so  that  an 
actual  necessity  exists  for  the  collection  and  preser- 
vation of  events  without  delay,  before  all  the  early 
settlers  are  cut  down  by  the  scythe  of  Time. 

To  be  forgotten  has  been  the  great  dread  of  mankind 
from  remotest  ages.  All  will  be  forgotten  soon  enough, 
in  spite  of  their  best  works  and  the  most  earnest 
efforts  of  their  friends  to  perserve  the  memory  of 
their  lives.  The  means  employed  to  prevent  oblivion 
and  to  perpetuate  their  memory  has  been  in  propor- 
tion *o  the  nmount  of  inteUigence  they  possessed. 
Th-:;  pyramids  of  Kgypt  were  built  to  perpetuate  the 
names  and  deeds  of  their  great  rulers.  The  exhu- 
mations made  by  the  archeologists  of  Egypt  from 
buried  Men  phis  indicate  a  desire  of  those  people 


to  perpetuate  the  memory  of  their  achievements 
The  erection  of  the  great  obelisks  were  for  the  same 
purpose.  Coming  down  to  a  later  period,  we  find  the 
Greeks  and  Romans  erecting  mausoleums  and  monu- 
ments, and  carving  out  statues  to  chronicle  theii 
great  acliievements  and  carry  them  down  the  ages. 
It  is  also  evident  that  the  Mound-builders,  in  piling 
up  their  great  mounds  of  earth,  had  but  this  idea — 
to  leave  something  to  show  that  they  had  lived.  All 
these  works,  though  many  of  them  costly  in  the  ex- 
treme, give  but  a  faint  idea  of  the  lives  and  charac- 
ters of  those  whose  memory  they  were  intended  to 
perpetuate,  and  scarcely  anything  of  the  masses  of 
the  people  that  then  lived.  The  great  pyramids  and 
some  of  the  obelisks  remain  objects  only  of  curiosity; 
the  mausoleums,  monuments  and  statues  are  crum- 
bling into  dust. 

It  was  left  to  modern  ages  to  establish  an  intelli- 
gent, undecaying,  immutable  method  of  perpetuating 
a  full  history — immutable  in  that  it  is  almost  un- 
limited in  extent  and  perpetual  in  its  action ;  and 
this  is  through  the  art  of  printing. 

To  the  present  generation,  however,  we  are  in- 
debted for  the  introduction  of  the  admirable  system 
of  local  biography.  By  this  system  every  man,  thougl 
he  has  not  achieved  what  the  world  calls  greatness, 
has  the  means  to  perpetuate  his  life,  his  history, 
through  the  coming  ages. 

The  scythe  of  Time  cuts  down  all ;  nothing  of  the 
physical  man  is  left.  The  monument  which  his  chil- 
dren or  friends  may  erect  to  his  memory  in  the  ceme^ 
tery  will  crumble  into  dust  and  pass  away;  but  his 
life,  his  achievements,  the  work  he  has  accomplished, 
which  otherwise  would  be  forgotten,  is  perpetuated 
by  a  record  of  this  kind. 

To  preserve  the  lineaments  of  our  companions  we 
engrave  their  portraits,  for  the  same  reason  we  col- 
lect the  attainable  facts  of  their  history.  Nor  do  we 
think  it  necessary,  as  we  speak  only  truth  of  them,  to 
wait  until  they  are  dead,  or  until  those  who  know 
them  are  gone :  to  do  this  we  are  ashamed  only  to 
publish  to  the  world  the  history  of  those  whose  live? 
are  unworthy  of  public  record. 
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DELOS  L.  FILER,  deceased,  formerly  an  in- 
fluential citizen  of  Manistee,  was  born  in 
the  state  of  New  York,  September  27, 1817, 
and  was  of  Scotch  parentage  and  ancestry.  He 
grew  to  manhood  in  New  York,  and  there  engaged 
in  the  varied  occupations  of  farmer,  school  teacher, 
merchant  and  lumberman.  In  1849  he  removed 
to  Wisconsin  and,  making  his  headquarters  at  Ra- 
cine, traveled  for  four  years  in  Wisconsin  and  Illi- 
nois, selling  cigars  and  tobacco. 

In  the  fall  of  1853  Mr.  Filer  came  to  Manistee 
and  obtained  a  position  with  the  firm  of  E.  &  J. 
Can  field  as  bookkeeper  at  a  salar}''  of  $400  per  year. 
This  amount  being  insufficient  for  the  support  of 
his  wife  and  four  children,  he  utilized  his  knowl- 
edge of  medicine,  and  did  considerable  profes- 
sional work  throughout  this  and  adjoining  coun- 
ties. For  a  time  he  also  filled  the  position  of 
County  Clerk.  During  the  five  years  that  he  re- 
mained in  thp  employ  of  Messrs.  Canfield  he  saved 
asufllcient  amount  to  enable  him  to  buy  land  from 
the  Government. 

In  1858  Mr.  Filer  bought  a  half-interest  in  the 
Batchelder  mill  property,  including  a  sawmill,  a 
portion  of  the  land  now  covered  by  the  city,  and 
some  outside  pine  lands.  In  this  venture  he  met 
with  success  from  the  first.  As  soon  as  able,  he 
purchased  the  remainder  of  the  property,  becom- 
ing its  sole  owner.  As  time  passed  by,  he  bought 
other  property,  including  the  McVicker  tract  of 
two  hundred  and  forty  acres,   which   now  lies  in 


the  heart  of  the  city.  His  mill,  which  was  on  the 
river,  directly  in  front  of  the  present  site  of  the 
Dunham  House,  was  burned  in  July,  1864,  by  a 
forest  fire,  and  a  large  quantity  of  lumber  was  de- 
stroyed at  the  same  time,  entailing  a  loss  of  about 
$100,000,  with  only  $11,000  insurance. 

The  next  venture  made  by  Mr.  Filer  was  the 
erection  of  a  gang-saw  mill  at  the  upper  end  of 
the  city,  on  the  banks  of  Manistee  Lake.  Some 
Milwaukee  parties  were  taken  into  partnership, 
and  the  business  was  conducted  under  the  firm 
name  of  Filer  &  Tyson.  He  platted  a  large  part 
of  the  land  where  the  old  mill  stood,  and  at  the 
same  time  donated  to  the  city  the  grounds  now  oc- 
cupied by  the  court  house,  the  union  school  build- 
ing and  Temperance  Hall.  In  the  year  1866  he 
disposed  of  his  Manistee  interests  to  M.  S.  Tyson 
&  Co.,  and,  going  three  miles  into  the  forest  at 
the  head  of  Manistee  Lake,  he  built  the  mill  and 
started  the  business  now  operated  hy  his  sons. 
Having  established  the  business  upon  a  solid  finan- 
cial basis,  he  left  it  in  charge  of  his  sons,E.  G.  and 
D.  W.,  and  in  1868  removed  to  Ludington.  He 
became  one  of  the  principal  members  of  the  Fere 
Marquette  Lumber  Company,  which  purchased  the 
large  property  of  James  Ludington,  valued  at  half 
a  million  dollars.  The  other  members  of  the  firm 
were  Col.  John  Mason  Loomis,  of  Chicago,  and 
James  Ludington,  of  Milwaukee,  now  deceased. 

The  management  of  the  company's  interests  was 
left  with  Mr.  Filer,  and  not  only  did   he  promote 


118 


PORTRAIT  AND   BIOGRAPHICAL   RECORD. 


these,  but  he  also  fostered  other  enterprises  and 
gave  his  encouragement  to  everything  that  would 
promote  the  welfare  of  the  town.  Before  leaving 
Manistee  he  invited  settlers  to  take  up  the  tillable 
lands  in  that  part  of  the  state,  and  in  reality  he 
founded  the  Norwalk  Colony,  eight  miles  north  of 
Manistee.  His  plan  was  to  furnish  the  gold  re- 
quired by  the  Government,  and  wait  on  the  set- 
tlers to  pay  him,  taking  a  mortgage  on  the  prop- 
erty. It  never  became  necessar}^  to  foreclose  any 
of  these  mortgages,  as  the  settlers  were  uniformly 
prosperous.  He  practically  tested  the  adaptability 
of  various  fruits  to  the  climate,  and  introduced 
their  culture  at  great  pecuniary  risk  to  himself. 
In  other  ways  he  proved  his  interest  in  the  town 
and  advanced  the  welfare  of  the  people.  He  was 
the  founder  of  the  Cream  City  Iron  Works  of  Mil- 
waukee, in  conjunction  with  John  M.  Stowell,  un- 
der the  firm  title  of  Filer  &  Stowell.  In  politics 
he  was  an  active  Republican. 

In  1838  Mr.  Filer  married  Miss  S.  A.  Paine,  who 
died  in  June,  1839,  leaving  an  infant  daughter. 
The  latter  became  the  wife  of  John  Yahue,  but  is 
now  deceased.  In  March,  1840,  Mr.  Filer  mar- 
ried Miss  Juliet  Golden,  who  died  in  the  3^ear 
1864,  leaving  four  children,  namely:  E.  Golden 
and  Del  OS  W.,  of  Manistee;  Mary  J.,  wife  of  A.  G. 
Sexton,  of  Milwaukee;  and  Frank,  whose  home  is 
in  Ludington.  January  23,  1866,  our  subject  was 
united  with  Miss  Mary  M.  Pierce,  of  Manistee,  who, 
with  her  daughter  Grace,  is  still  living. 

Failing  health  induced  Mr.  Filer  to  travel  ex- 
tensively in  the  South  and  West.  In  the  winter 
of  1878-79  he  started  for  California,  but,  reaching 
Denver,  grew  so  seriously  ill  that  he  was  compelled 
to  return.  He  died  at  his  home  in  Ludington  July 
26  following.  He  was  buried  in  the  Forest  Home 
Cemetery  in  Milwaukee,  and  his  last  resting-place 
is  appropriately  marked  by  a  handsome  granite 
monument,  erected  in  loving  remembrance  by  his 
family. 

All  enterprises  that  had  for  their  object  the 
good  of  his  county  or  locality,  or  the  increase  of 
the  material  wealth,  always  found  in  Mr.  Filer  an 
advocate  and  friend,  ready  to  take  hold  and  give 
them  substantial  aid,  and  that,  too,  without  hoping 
to  reap  any  direct  personal  advantage.    His  greatest 


pleasure  seemed  to  be  in  doing  good  to  others,  or 
in  doing  something  that  would  redound  to  the  ad- 
vantage of  the  public  or  the  benefit  of  individuals. 
He  accumulated  wealth  rapidly,  but  wealth  in  his 
hands  was  simply  the  means  of  enabling  him  to 
assist  others.  No  object  of  charity  ever  appealed 
to  him  in  vain.  Every  worthy  enterprise  of  a 
public  character  found  in  him  a  donor  to  the  full 
extent  of  his  ability  to  give.  His  death  was  a  loss 
to  the  citizens  of  the  county  and  state,  and  was 
mourned  by  all  with  whom  he  had  acquaintance. 


E» 


GOLDEN  FILP]R.  As  a  representative  of 
a  well  known  pioneer  family  of  Manistee 
County,  Mr.  Filer  has  added  luster  to  the 
honored  name  he  bears.  Throughout  this  section 
of  the  state  he  is  regarded  with  the  highest  confi- 
dence as  a  business  man  of  good  judgment  and 
unimpeachable  integrity,  and  the  events  of  his 
life  will  therefore  possess  more  than  ordinary  in- 
terest for  our  readers.  He  is  the  son  of  the  late 
Delos  L.  Filer,  whose  biographical  sketch  precedes 
this. 

The  birth  of  our  subject  occurred  in  New  York 
State,  December  4,  1841.  At  eight  years  of  age  he 
accompanied  the  other  members  of  the  family  to 
Racine,  Wis.,  and  was  a  student  in  the  public 
schools  of  that  city  until  fourteen  years  of  age, 
when  he  came  to  Manistee  with  his  parents.  For 
two  or  three  years  he  worked  in  the  mill  and  store 
of  E.  &  J.  Canfield,  by  whom  his  father  was  em- 
ployed as  bookkeeper.  For  a  considerable  period 
he  was  also  employed  in  the  woods,  at  a  salary  of 
$16  per  month.  In  1858  he  entered  college  at 
Racine,  remaining  two  years.  Afterward  he  spent 
one  year  as  a  law  student  in  the  oflflce  of  T.  J. 
Ramsdell,  of  Manistee. 

When  Mr.  Ramsdell  was  elected  to  the  State 
Legislature  Mr.  Filer  accompanied  him  to  Lansing, 
receiving  an  appointment  as  clerk  in  the  Auditor- 
General's  office,  under  Hon.  L.  G.  Berry.  Being 
under  twenty-one,  the  politicians  objected  to  him 
in  that  position,  but  he  retained  it  for  two  years, 
discharging   the  duties  of  the  position   satisfac-r 
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torily.  In  August,  1862,  he  enlisted  in  Company 
A,  Twentieth  Michigan  Infantry,  which  joined  the 
Army  of  the  Potomac  after  the  battle  of  Antietam. 
By  order  of  General  Burnside  our  subject  was  de- 
tailed to  perform  duty  in  the  commissary  depart- 
ment of  the  Ninth  Army  Corps,  and  was  connected 
with  that  department  until  his  discharge. 

June  28,  1863,  Mr.  Filer  and  four  hundred 
Union  soldiers  were  captured  by  the  enemy  at  Ed- 
ward's Ferry,  and  under  cavalry  escort  marched 
from  Sunday  morning  until  Monday  afternoon  at 
three,  without  either  rest  or  food.  So  exhausting 
was  the  journey  on  the  hot  summer  day  that 
many  of  the  men  fell  by  the  wayside,  unable  to 
walk  further.  At  the  end  of  the  march  all  were 
paroled  in  an  open  field  twenty-two  miles  from 
Baltimore.  In  that  city,  which  Mr.  Filer  found 
under  martial  law,  he  remained  on  parole  one 
month  and  then  reported  to  the  Commissary  De- 
partment at  Washington  for  duty.  He  was  ordered 
to  Bealeton  Station,  Va.,  where  he  remained  thirty 
days,  and  was  then  transferred  to  Ft.  Foote,  Md. 
After  three  months  he  was  again  ordered  to  Wash- 
ington, where  he  remained  one  year  in  the  Com- 
missary Department. 

During  his  service  in  the  army,  in  the  fall  of 
1864,  Mr.  Filer  received  word  that  his  mother  had 
died.  By  furnishing  a  substitute  he  was  enabled 
to  secure  his  discharge,  after  which  he  returned  to 
Michigan  and  assisted  his  father  in  the  large  lum- 
ber business  in  Manistee.  In  the  tall  of  1866,  in 
connection  with  his  father  and  brother  D.  W.,  he 
commenced  the  erection  of  a  mill  at  the  head  of 
Manistee  Lake,  the  structure  having  a  capacity  of 
seventy  thousand  feet  of  lumber  per  day.  The 
firm  of  D.  L.  Filer  &  Sons,  organized  at  that  time, 
was  composed  of  Delos  L.  Filer  and  his  sons,  E. 
Golden  and  Delos  W. 

In  1868  the  father  of  our  subject  left  his 
property  in  charge  of  his  sons  and  removed  to 
Ludington,  in  which  city  he  had  large  interests 
in  the  Pere  Marquette  Lumber  Company.  Our 
subject  then  assumed  the  entire  management  of 
the  business  at  Manistee,  which  he  has  continued 
to  control  to  the  present  time.  With  John  Can- 
field,  he  has  been  interested  in  large  land  purchases 
in  Wisconsin,  and  with   Charles  F.  Ruggles   has 


made  similar  purchases  in  Minnesota.  He  settled 
up  the  immense  estate  left  by  his  father,  and,  with 
the  widow  and  heirs,  retains  his  interests  at  Lud- 
ington. The  little  village  surrounding  the  Filer 
Mills  bears  the  name  of  Filer  City  and  is  virtually 
owned  by  the  family.  The  township  in  which  the 
city  stands  also  bears  the  name  of  Filer. 

A  description  of  the  sawmill  and  salt  block 
owned  by  the  firm  of  D.  L.  Filer  &  Sons  will 
doubtless  be  of  general  interest.  The  mill  stands 
on  the  shores  of  Manistee  Lake,  and  is  provided 
with  ample  shipping  facilities,  both  by  lake  and 
lail.  It  is  fitted  up  with  the  latest  and  most  ap- 
proved machinery,  and  has  a  capacity  of  seventy- 
five  thousand  feet  of  lumber  per  day.  The  salt 
block,  with  a  daily  capacity  of  seven  hundred  bar- 
rels of  the  finest  quality  of  salt,  is  also  equipped 
witli  the  latest  improved  machineiy,  containing 
admirable  features  for  the  economical  manufacture 
of  pure  salt.  The  vacuum  evaporating  pan  which 
is  here  used  is  the  best  system  ever  tried  for  salt 
manufacture.  The  pan  is  a  pear-shaped  steel  boiler 
tapering  upwards.  It  Is  about  nine  feet  in  diam- 
eter on  the  inside,  and  stands  on  four  posts,  twenty- 
six  feet  high,  with  an  extension  sixteen  inches  in 
diameter  reaching  downward  toward  the  ground. 
To  the  bottom  of  this  pan  the  salt  falls  as  it  is 
formed  in  the  boiler  above,  and  is  then  elevated  to 
large  wooden  bins,  where  it  stands  to  drain  for  six 
hours  before  being  taken  to  the  storage-room. 

The  brine  is  first  pumped  from  the  wells,  which 
are  two  thousand  feet  deep,  into  one  of  five  set- 
tling vats,  each  of  which  holds  about  three  thou- 
sand barrels.  Here  it  is  heated  by  steam  pipes  to 
one  hundred  and  eighty  degrees,  and  then  allowed 
to  stand  until  the  temperature  is  reduced  to  one 
hundred  and  ten  degrees.  By  this  process  the  im- 
purities of  the  brine  settle  in  the  bottom  as  sedi- 
ment. The  brine  is  then  pumped  into  the  boiler, 
where  steam  from  the  exhaust  of  the  sawmill  en- 
gines soon  brings  it  to  the  boiling  point.  This  is 
facilitated  by  the  vapor  as  it  is  formed  being 
drawn  over  by  pumps  into  a  condenser,  where, 
coming  in  contact  with  cold  water,  it  quickly  con- 
denses. A  vacuum  is  thus  formed  in  the  pan,  and 
the  evaporation  is  greatly  facilitated.  The  boiler 
has  a  capacity  of  five  hundred  barrels  daily.     The 
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storage-room  has  a  capacity  of  fifty  thousand  bar- 
rels, and  after  the  salt  stands  for  some  weeks  it 
becomes ''cured"  and  is  ready  for  packing  and 
shipping. 

The  Filer  Mills  have  a  capacity  of  seventy-five 
thousand  feet  of  lumber  daily,  two  hundred  thou- 
sand shingles,  lath  and  headings.  In  addition 
the}'  manufacture  their  own  salt  barrels,  about  a 
hundred  thousand  annually.  Employment  is  fur- 
nished to  about  one  hundred  and  fifty  men  at  the 
mills  and  about  sixty  men  in  the  woods,  and  the 
industry  is  among  the  most  important  in  this  part 
of  the  state.  Five  hundred  and  fifty  barrels  of 
salt  are  manufactured  daily  (working  eighteen 
hours)  or  about  one  hundred  thousand  barrels  in  a 
season,  the  products  being  handled  by  the  Michigan 
Salt  Company.  The  firm,  in  addition  to  other  in- 
terests, owns  timber  in  Minnesota,  Wisconsin,  and 
on  the  San  tee  River  in  South  Carolina,  and  they 
are  the  owners  of  the  sailing-vessel  "Lucia  A. 
Simpson." 

The  success  which  has  been  gained  by  the  enter- 
prises above  named  is  largely  due  to  the  ability 
and  energy  of  the  subject  of  this  sketch.  Inherit- 
ing his  father's  remarkable  business  ability,  he  has 
constantly  added  to  his  possessions  and  increased 
his  business  interests,  until  he  is  now  one  of  the 
wealthy  men  of  Northern  Michigan.  In  the  devel- 
opment of  the  resources  of  this  locality  he  has 
materially  assisted,  and  to  him  not  a  little  of  its 
progress  and  prosperity  may  justly  be  attributed. 

In  December,  1865,  Mr.  Filer  was  united  in  mar- 
riage with  Miss  Julia  A.  Filer,  of  Racine,  Wis.,  and 
they  now  make  their  home  in  Filer  City. 


!>-*<! 
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PERRY  F.  POWERS.  No  men  have  a 
greater  chance  to  wield  a  broad  and  per- 
manent influence  over  the  minds  and  lives 
of  their  fellow-citizens,  nor  a  grander  opportunity 
to  exercise  an  educative  power  in  the  community, 
than  the  newspaper  men  of  our  cities  and  country 
towns.  The  preacher  of  the  press  is  more  sure  of 
an  audience  than  the  preacher  of  the  pulpit,  and 


if  his  efforts  are  in  the  right  line,  he  has  an  op- 
portunity to  do  great  good  and  to  acquire  a  gen- 
uine ascendancy  over  the  minds  of  the  people. 
Among  the  journalists  of  Northern  Michigan  who 
are  doing  excellent  work  in  the  line  of  publishing 
a  first-class  newspaper,  we  are  pleased  to  mention 
the  owner  of  the  name  that  appears  at  the  head  of 
this  paragraph. 

The  News-Express,  of  which  Mr.  Powers  is  the 
editor  and  proprietor,  is  a  consolidation  of  two 
papers,  the  I^ews  and  Express,  The  former  was 
founded  in  June,  1872,  and  was  merged  into  the 
latter  May  19,  1887.  In  December,  1887,  the 
paper  was  purchased  by  the  present  owner,  who 
has  since  conducted  its  publication.  It  is  an  eight- 
page  quarto.  Republican  in  politics,  filled  with 
local  news  and  spicy  editorials,  and  has  the  largest 
circulation  of  any  paper  in  Wexford  County. 

In  Jackson,  Jackson  County,  Ohio,  the  subject 
of  this  sketch  was  born  September  5,  1858.  His 
father.  Pierce  (more  familiarly  known  as  Perry) 
Powers,  was  employed  in  the  manufacture  of  iron 
in  southern  Ohio.  During  the  late  war  he  en- 
listed in  the  United  States  service,  and  partici- 
pated in  the  Louisville  naval  service  on  a  United 
States  steamer.  The  injuries  received  during  such 
service  were  so  severe  as  to  result  in  his  death  two 
days  after  his  return  home.  He  and  his  wife, 
Sarah  C,  were  the  parents  of  three  sons  and  one 
daughter,  Perry  F.  being  the  eldest  son.  He  at- 
tended the  common  schools  and  high  school  for  a 
short  time  in  boyhood,  but  his  information  has 
been  gained  principally  by  self-study. 

After  having  learned  the  printer's  trade  in  Jack- 
son, Mr.  Powers  went  to  Davenport,  Iowa,  in  1879, 
and  became  a  compositor  in  a  newspaper  oflSce. 
From  there  he  went  to  Cambridge,  III.,  and  thence 
to  Ypsilanti,  Mich.,  where  he  was  a  partner  with 
George  C.  Smithe  in  the  publication  of  the  Ypsilan- 
iian.  While  in  Cambridge,  he  was  also  associated 
with  Mr.  Smithe,  conducting  a  paper  called  the 
Chronicle,  In  1887  he  came  to  Cadillac,  where  he 
has  since  resided.  He  is  a  prominent  man  in  the 
newspaper  fraternity,  and  has  served  as  President 
of  the  State  Press  Association,  President  of  the 
Republican  State  Press  Association,  and  is  now 
President  of  the  State  Republican   League.     H© 
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also  holds  the  office  of  President  of  the  State 
Board  of  Education,  to  which  he  was  elected  in 
1888,  and  re-elected  in  1894.  In  January,  1889, 
he  was  united  in  marriage  with  Miss  Jessie  R. 
Warren,  and  they  are  the  parents  of  two  sons, 
Warren  F.  and  Perry  F. 


JOHN  RIDDLE,  of  Ludington,  is  one  of  the 
pioneers  of  the  Wolverine  State,  to  which  he 
came  as  early  as  1853,  first  coming  to  this 
city  in  July,  1876.  He  is  now  engaged  in 
general  merchandising,  and  carries  a  good  assort- 
ment of  supplies  in  his  line,  his  store  being  popu- 
larly known  as  the  Bazaar.  During  the  war  he 
did  valiant  service  in  the  defense  of  the  Old  Flag, 
being  with  his  regiment  constantly  and  taking  part 
in  many  important  battles. 

The  birth  of  our  subject  occurred  in  the  parish 
of  Donah,  County  Monaghan,  Ireland, September  9, 
1833.  His  paternal  grandfather,  a  native  of  the 
same  county,  was  of  Scotch  descent.  He  was  a 
wealthy  man  and  quite  prominent  in  the  place  of 
his  abode.  At  one  time  he  served  as  Road  Com- 
missioner, and  held  other  minor  offices.  He  was 
the  father  of  an  extremely  large  family,  which  was 
equally  divided  as  to  sex,  there  being  eleven  sons 
and  eleven  daughters.  One  of  tiie  number,  James, 
was  the  father  of  our  subject.  He  was  also  born  in 
County  Monaghan,  passed  his  entire  life  there,  and 
died  on  the  old  homestead  in  1846,  when  about 
liftj^-three  years  old.  His  wife,  Elizabeth,  nee  Gil- 
liland,  survived  him  until  1849,  and  in  the  spring 
of  that  year  emigrated  to  Hamilton,  Canada, 
where  she  died  a  few  months  later.  Both  she  and 
her  husband  were  members  of  the  Presbj^terian 
Church.  Her  father  lived  to  attain  the  ripe  old 
age  of  ninety-six  years,  his  death  occurring  in 
County  Armagh. 

In  a  family  comprising  four  sons  and  two  daugh- 
ters, John  Riddle  is  now  probably  the  only  survi- 


vor, with  the  exception  of  his  brother  Robert,  of 
Rochester,  N.  Y,  With  his  mother,  brother  Rob- 
ert and  sister  Ann,  he  crossed  the  Atlantic  in  1849, 
and  for  a  time  lived  in  Canada.  In  the  spring  of 
1850  he  removed  to  Rochester,  N.  Y.,  and  three 
years  later  located  in  East  Saginaw,  Mich.,  where 
he  was  employed  by  a  local  firm  to  take  care  of 
their  lumber-yard.  In  1854  he  took  a  trip  to  Al- 
pena, and  for  several  years  thereafter  his  time  was 
spent  in  fishing  in  that  locality. 

On  the  nth  of  August,  1862,  Mr.  Riddle  en- 
listed in  Company  E,  Twenty-third  Michigan  In- 
fantry, as  a  private,  and  with  his  regiment  was 
actively  engaged  in  the  battles  of  Knoxville,  Ken- 
esaw,  Resaca,  Franklin  and  Nashville.  He  served 
all  through  the  Atlanta  campaign,  and  was  under 
the  command  of  General  Sehofield  at  the  time 
Hood's  army  was  captured.  He  was  absent  from 
his  regiment  but  one  day  until  he  was  honorably 
discharged,  July  20, 1865.  His  brother  Robert  was 
a  member  of  the  One  Hundred  and  Fortieth  New 
York  Regiment  from  Rochester,  and  was  twice 
wounded. 

On  returning  from  the  South,  Mr.  Riddle  re- 
sumed his  former  occupation  as  a  fisherman  on  the 
Black  River,  near  Alpena.  In  July,  1876,  he  came 
to  Ludington,  bringing  with  him  his  fishing-smack, 
but  the  entire  outfit,  which  was  worth  over  $500, 
was  destroyed  in  the  big  storm  of  1876,  which 
lasted  for  twenty-eight  days,  many  vessels  being 
destroyed.  Mr.  Riddle  then  bought  a  piece  of  land, 
and  for  a  few  years  devoted  himself  to  farming. 
He  then  gave  his  farm  to  his  step-son,  and  since 
1887  has  been  a  permanent  resident  of  Ludington. 

December  14,  1866,  Mr.  Riddle  married  Mrs, 
Elizabeth  (Burleine)  Alpeter,  who  died  August  29, 
1887.  January  17,  1889,  our  subject  married  the 
lady  who  now  bears  his  name,  and  who  was  for- 
merly Mrs.  Jessie  Woolfield,  widow  of  Charles 
Woolfield,  and  daughter  of  James  and  Caroline 
(Booth)  Knox.  By  her  former  marriage  she  had  a 
son  and  daughter,  Henr}^  and  Jessie  Maud,  and  by 
her  present  union  has  a  son,  John  Knox.  Mrs. 
Caroline  Knox  was  the  daughter  of  Henry  Booth, 
of  Stockport,  Cheshire,  England.  He  was  the  son 
of  William  Booth,  whose  father  was  Lord  High 
Sheriff  of  Cheshire.     Henry  Booth  ran  away  from 


122 


PORTRAIT  AND  BIOaRAPHICAL  RECORD. 


home  to  enlist  in  the  British  service,  was  placed  in 
the  artillery  department,  and  was  wounded  at  the 
battle  of  Corunna,  in  the  Peninsular  War.  James 
Knox,  the  father  of  Mrs.  Riddle,  was  a  son  of  Will- 
iam and  Margaret  (Stuart)  Knox,  natives  of  Dailly, 
Ayrshire,  Scotland. 

Mr.  Riddle  is  a  man  of  good  general  informa- 
tion and  more  than  ordinary  ability.  He  is  a  be- 
liever in  the  cause  of  the  Orangemen,  and  in  poli- 
tics is  a  Republican.  Socially  he  is  a  member  of 
*'Pap"  Williams  Post,  G.  A.  R.  In  company  with 
his  estimable  wife  he  holds  membership  with  the 
Congregational  Church. 


©HARLES  C.  DUNFIAM.  The  name  of  this 
gentleman  is  well  known,  not  only  in  Cad- 
illac, the  place  of  his  residence,  but  also 
throughout  Wexford  County,  of  which  he  is  now 
serving  his  sixth  term  as  Sheriff.  He  is  one  of 
the  men — the  bulwark  of  our  nation,  its  mainstay 
and  stronghold  in  trouble — who  during  our  civil 
strife  proved  their  patriotism  and  devotion  to  the 
nation  by  stepping  to  the  front  and  going  forth 
to  meet  the  foe  and  punish  the  traitors  who  in- 
sulted our  National  honor  by  firing  upon  our  flag. 
By  his  firmness  in  the  administration  and  manage- 
ment of  his  official  duties  he  has  made  himself  de- 
servedly popular  with  his  constituents,  which  fact 
is  evidenced  by  his  repeated  re-election  to  the 
oflSce  of  Sheriff. 

In  Hinckley,  Medina  County,  Ohio,  the  subject 
of  this  sketch  was  born  November  17,  1845,  being 
a  son  of  William  and  Jane  Ann  (Conant)  Dun- 
ham, natives  of  Pennsylvania.  About  1853  his 
father  brought  the  family  to  Michigan  and  settled 
near  Grand  Rapids.  He  was  a  carpenter  and  joiner 
by  trade,  and  while  thus  engaged  built  a  number 
of  hotels  between  Grand  Rapids  and  Kalamazoo. 
For  twenty  years  he  was  in  the  banking  business 
at  Manistee,  Mich.,  being  cashier  for  a  number  of 


j^ears,  and  later  President  of  the  Bank  of  Manistee. 
The  Dunham  House  in  that  village  is  named  in  his 
honor.  For  a  time  he  filled  the  position  of  Presi- 
dent of  the  Fifth  National  Bank  of  Grand  Rapids, 
and  still  makes  his  home  in  that  city,  being  at  pres- 
ent manager  of  the  Dean  Printing-ofl3ce.  In  Ma- 
sonic circles  he  is  prominent,  having  attained  the 
Thirty-third  Degree  in  that  fraternity.  Political!}^ 
he  is  a  Republican,  and  while  a  resident  of  Manis- 
tee was  one  of  the  county  oflScials.  Through  his 
energy  and  shrewd  judgment  he  accumulated  a 
large  fortune,  but  lost  much  of  his  money  in  the 
failure  of  R.  G.  Peters. 

The  family  of  William  Dunham  included  ^ve 
children,  of  whom  our  subject  was  the  second. 
Henry,  the  eldest,  served  during  the  war  as  a  mem- 
ber of  the  Tenth  Michigan  Cavalry,  and  died  some 
years  later  in  Kalamazoo.  Jennie  is  the  wife  of 
A.  J.  Hatch,  of  Grand  Rapids.  Phoebe  married 
Nelson  Brown,  of  Kent  County.  Julia  is  the  wife 
of  John  Kinzie,  of  Muskegon.  The  early  years  of 
our  subject's  life  passed  uneventfully  until  eight- 
een. In  1863  he  enlisted  as  a  member  of  Company 
L,  Tenth  Michigan  Cavalry,  and,  being  assigned  to 
the  Army  of  the  Cumberland,  served  until  the 
close  of  the  war.  Near  Henry  C.  H.,  Ya.,  he  was 
taken  prisoner  by  the  Confederates,  but  was  held 
by  them  only  one  day. 

Returning  to  Michigan  at  the  close  of  the  Re- 
bellion, Mr.  Dunham  began  to  read  law  at  Wayland, 
but  after  a  short  time  he  removed  to  Winneconne, 
Wis.,  where  he  engaged  as  Superintendent  of  a 
shingle-mill.  On  his  return  to  Michigan  he  settled 
in  Manistee,  where  he  embarked  in  the  lumber 
business.  In  1876  he  came  to  Cadillac,  where  he 
was  engaged  in  the  manufacture  of  lumber,  and 
also  as  a  clerk  in  a  grocery  store.  In  1878  he  was 
elected  Sheriff,  and  has  served  in  that  capacity  the 
most  of  the  time  since.  He  was  admitted  to  the 
Bar  in  1882,  but  his  official  duties  have  consumed 
his  attention  to  such  an  extent  that  he  has  never 
commenced  the  practice  of  his  profession. 

In  1869  Mr.  Dunham  was  united  in  marriage 
with  Miss  Emma  D.  Butts,  who  was  born  in  Law- 
ton,  Mich.,  and  is  a  daughter  of  H.  W.  Butts.  They 
are  the  parents  of  a  daughter,  Eva  D.  Socially  our 
subject  is  a  Knight-Templar  Mason,  and  has  served 
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as  High  Priest  of  the  Chapter  of  Royal  Arch  Ma- 
sons. He  is  also  identified  with  the  Grand  Army 
of  the  Republic,  the  Union  Veteran  Union,  and 
the  Uniformed  Rank  of  Knights  of  Pythias,  being 
Major  of  the  latter  organization.  By  all  who 
know  him  he  is  regarded  as  a  faithful  and  efficient 
officer  and  an  honorable  gentleman,  and  in  the 
various  relations  of  life,  whether  as  citizen,  friend, 
official,  husband  or  father,  he  is  respected  by  a 
wide  circle  of  acquaintances,  admired  b}^  his 
friends,  and  loved  and  honored  by  his  relatives. 


^  EVI  J.  LAW.  In  enumerating  the  promi- 
I  Cy  nent  men  of  Northern  Michigan,  especiall}^ 
those  who  have  established  its  business 
status  and  molded  its  political  thought,  mention 
should  be  made  of  Mr.  Law,  who  is  recognized  as 
one  of  the  leaders  of  the  Democratic  i)arty  in 
Nortiiern  Michigan.  He  is  filling  with  efficiency 
and  to  the  satisfaction  of  his  constituents  the 
position  of  Postmaster  at  Cadillac,  and  in  addi- 
tion is  conducting  a  clothing  business,  which  was 
established  here  by  himself  in  1881. 

The  Law  family  originated  in  Westmoreland 
County,  England.  The  grandfather  of  our  sub- 
ject, Capt.  George  Law,  was  for  many  years  Cap- 
tain of  a  merchantman  which  plied  the  Atlantic 
between  Liverpool  and  Boston.  He  died  of  yel- 
low fever  in  Boston  Harbor,  when  only  thirt^^-five 
years  of  age.  His  wife,  who  survived  him  many 
years,  died  in  Abingdon,  Mass.,  at  the  age  of 
eighty-one.  They  had  two  children,  George  D. 
and  John.  The  first-named  was  born  in  Massa- 
chusetts, and  for  fifty-three  years  engaged  in  the 
boot  and  shoe  business  at  Salem,  that  state.  His 
death  occurred  at  the  age  of  eighty-three  years. 
He  was  for  many  years  a  prominent  Democrat  in 
Massachusetts  politics,  his  first  ballot  being  cast 
for  Andrew  Jackson.  His  widow,  who  is  still  liv- 
ing, bore  the  maiden  name  of  Hannah  A.  Ham, 


and  was  a  member  of  an  honorable  family  of 
Scotch  origin  that  resided  in  Maine  for  six  gener- 
ations. She  was  married  in  Saleiu,  and  there  the 
most  of  her  active  life  was  passed,  but  she  now 
fives  in  South  Bend,  Ind. 

In  the  parental  family  there  were  nine  children, 
of  whom  seven  attained  mature  years.  They  were 
Eliza,  now  a  resident  of  South  Bend.,  Ind.;  Ellen 
and  Maiy,  both  of  whom  died  at  Salem,  Mass.; 
Hannah,  wife  of  E,  S.  Peck, a  prominent  merchant 
of  South  Bend,  Ind.;  George,  who  died  at  Salem; 
Levi  J.;  and  Etta,  wife  of  Alfred  J.  May,  of  South 
Bend,  Ind. 

Our  subject  was  born  in  Salem,  Mass.,  December 
1, 1854,  and  after  graduating  from  the  high  school 
of  that  place  entered  Cornell  University  at  Ithaca, 
N.  Y.,  but  his  limited  means  did  not  permit  him 
to  complete  the  full  course  of  study  there.  At  the 
age  of  nineteen  he  came  West  as  far  as  South 
Bend,  Ind.,  where  he  clerked  in  a  clothing-store. 
From  that  place  he  came  to  Michigan  in  1881,  and 
embarked  in  business  in  Cadillac.  Public-spirited 
and  enterprising,  he  soon  gained  a  reputation  as 
one  of  our  foremost  citizens.  He  was  elected  an 
Alderman  in  1888,  and  Mayor  in  1889,  and  for 
three  years  past  has  served  as  President  of  the 
School  Board.  April  1,  1894,  he  was  appointed 
Postmaster,  which  position  he  still  holds.  He  has 
been  a  delegate  to  every  Democratic  State  Conven- 
tion held  in  Michigan  since  1882,  and  in  1892  he 
was  a  delegate  to  the  Democratic  National  Con- 
vention at  Chicago.  He  has  for  ten  years  been  a 
member  of  the  Democratic  Congressional  Com- 
mittee in  this  district,  and  for  four  years  served 
as  a  member  of  the  Democratic  State  Central  Com- 
mittee. He  was  a  member  of  the  executive  com- 
mittee that  conducted  the  campaign  in  1890,  con- 
cerning which  history  notes  that  it  was  the  only 
successful  Democratic  campaign  in  this  state  for 
many  years.  While  serving  upon  the  Cadillac 
Improvement  Board  he  has  done  all  in  his  power 
to  promote  the  welfare  of  our  people  and  the  up- 
building of  our  thriving  little  city. 

In  1878  Mr.  Law  was  united  in  marriage  with 
Miss  P^lla  W.  Sayles,  a  native  of  West  Bay  City, 
Mich.,  where  their  union  was  solemnized.  Mrs. 
Law's  father  was  one  of  the  pioneers  of  the  Saginaw 
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Valley  and  one  of  its  well  known  residents.  Mrs. 
Law  is  a  lady  of  amiable  disposition  and  Christian 
character,  an  active  worker  in  the  Presbyterian 
Church,  and  kind  to  those  in  need.  The  family 
circle  consists  of  two  daughters  and  two  sons,  Bes- 
sie, Edna,  George  and  Arthur.  Socially  Mr.  Law 
is  a  member  of  the  Royal  Arcanum  and  the  Knights 
of  Pythias. 

The  subject  of  our  sketch  is  one  of  those  men 
who  have  risen  from  poverty  and  obscurity  solely 
tb rough  their  own  efforts.  When  he  came  West 
and  settled  in  South  Bend  he  had  but  $50.  With 
this  as  a  nucleus  he  began  to  save  his  earnings 
until  he  had  a  sufficient  amount  to  enable  him  to 
engage  in  business  for  himself.  His  industry  is 
great  and  his  energy  almost  unbounded,  and  he  is 
regarded  as  one  of  the  most  active  men  of  his  sec- 
tion. He  is  classed  among  the  best  citizens  of  the 
county, undone  to  whom  she  is  indebted  for  much 
of  her  present  prosperity.  To  such  men  as  he — 
shrewd,  industrious  and  indefatigable  in  their 
efforts^ — the  growth  and  development  of  this  lo- 
cality may  justly  be  attributed. 


^> 


FRANK  FILER  is  President  of  the  Luding- 
ton  Electric  Light  and  Power  Company, 
and  is  a  leading  capitalist  of  Ludington. 
He  has  been  interested  to  a  large  extent  in  many 
important  local  industries,  and  possesses  the  con- 
fidence and  friendship  of  the  citizens  of  this  place. 
He  is  now  assignee  of  the  defunct  Savings  Bank, 
and  is  a  Director  of  the  First  National  Bank. 
Did  space  permit,  we  might  enumerate  twenty  or 
thirty  local  concerns  which  he  has  been  prominent 
in  advancing,  and  rarely  is  a  new  enterprise  started 
that  his  influence  and  co-operation  are  not  most 
earnestly  requested. 

Mr.  Filer  was  born  in  Manistee,  August  21, 1854, 
and  is  the  youngest  son  of  Delos  Filer.  In  1870 
our  subject  came  to  this  place,  and  received  his 


education  mainly  in  its  public  schools.  For  a  time 
he  attended  the  business  college  of  Grand  Rapids. 
His  father  owned  the  mill  which  is  now  known  as 
the  Butter  &  Peters  Mill  on  Lake  Pere  Marquette. 
This  mill  Frank  Filer  rented  of  his  father  in  com- 
pany with  Chauncy  Gibbs  about  1878,  and  managed 
the  same  for  a  year,  during  which  time  some  twelve 
million  feet  of  lumber  were  manufactured.  This 
property  was  sold  to  Derapsey  &  Cartier  and  our 
subject,  the  latter  having *a  one-half  interest.  He 
was  made  Superintendent,  and  managed  the  busi- 
ness for  three  years,  greatly  extending  their  trade. 
At  th,e  end  of  that  time  he  sold  out  to  the  present 
firm. 

The  next  venture  of  Mr.  Filer  was  to  build  and 
operate  the  electric  plant,  which  was  started  in 
1887.  This  also  proved  a  success.  The  place  has 
a  capacity  of  one  hundred  and  eighty  arc  and 
eighteen  hundred  incandescent  lights.  The  Lud- 
ington Wood  en  ware  Company,  which  he  helped 
to  incorporate,  has  a  capital  stock  of  135,000  and 
was  a  prosperous  enterprise  for  about  seven  years. 
When  its  former  management  had  about  failed  Mr. 
Filer  took  charge  of  the"sinking  ship''  and  placed 
it  on  a  paying  basis,  where  it  is  at  the  present  time. 
This  concern  turns  out  about  one  hundred  thou- 
sand five-gross  boxes  of  clothes-pins,  four  hundred 
dozen  butter-molds,  nine  thousand  dozen  large 
wooden  bowls,  and  broom-handles  without  num- 
ber per  annum.  He  is  still  connected  with  the  con- 
cern as  a  stockholder. 

In  politics  Mr.  Filer  is  an  enthusiastic  Repub- 
lican, and  for  two  terms  has  been  an  Alderman. 
He  is  a  Knight  Templar  and  a  Thirty-second  De- 
gree Mason.  About  four  and  a-half  miles  east  of 
Ludington  is  a  farm  of  one  hundred  and  twenty 
acres  belonging  to  our  subject.  He  has  an  especial 
fondness  for  fine  horses,  and  has  a  number  of 
Wilkes,  Belmont  and  Almont  Alleys  and  several 
trained  race  horses.  Of  the  thirteen  horses  he  has 
at  present,  all  but  three  give  promise  of  being  ani- 
mals of  unusual  merit.  Mr.  Filer  is  also  interested 
in  fruit-growing  and  has  a  large  portion  of  his 
farm  devoted  to  that  purpose. 

November  7,  1883,  Mr.  Filer  and  Miss  Myrtle 
L.  Carter  were  united  in  marriage.  The  lady  is  a 
daughter  of  M.  J.  Carter,  a  millwright  and   re- 


PORTRAIT   AND   BIOGRAPHICAL  RECORD. 


125 


spected  citizen  of  Ludington.  She  grew  to  woman- 
hood in  Watertown,  N.  Y.,  but  was  born  in  Hands- 
borough,  Miss.  The  only  child  of  Mr.  and  Mrs. 
Filer,  Golden  Myrtle,  was  born  March  26,  1887. 
Mrs.  Filer  is  an  attendant  at  the  services  of  the 
Congregational  Church  and  takes  part  in  its  work, 
though  not  a  member  of  the  church.  The  pleasant 
and  happy  home  of  the  family  is  at  No.  201 
Main  Street. 


'-^-=^=^>^<l. 


HON.  FRED  H.  ALDRICH.  The  name 
which  introduces  this  article  is  familiar 
to  all  the  residents  of  Northern  Michigan 
as  that  of  Judge  of  the  Twenty-eighth  Judicial 
Circuit,  and  a  sketch  of  his  life  will  therefore  pos- 
sess more  than  usual  interest  for  our  readers.  The 
prominence  to  which  he  has  attained  is  the  result 
of  his  superior  intellectual  qualifications.  He  is 
endowed  by  inheritance  with  a  vigorous  mind,  and 
this  he  has  cultivated  by  research  and  constant 
study.  On  questions  of  law  he  discriminates  clear- 
ly and  forcibl}',  and  while  practicing  at  the  Bar  his 
legal  attainments  placed  him  among  the  most  suc- 
cessful of  his  profession  in  this  locality.  Upon  the 
Bench  he  is  known  as  a  sagacious,  trustworthy  and 
learned  judge,  a  man  of  foresight  and  judgment 
profound,  admirably  versed  in  the  principles  of 
wise  statesmanship  and  public  policy. 

Early  in  the  history  of  America  the  Aldrich  fam- 
ily settled  in  Rhode  Island.  Thence  some  of  the 
representatives  moved  to  New  York  State,  where 
our  subject's  grandfather,  Amos,  lived  and  died, 
Joseph  D.,  son  of  the  latter,  was  born  in  New  York, 
but  when  a  young  man  removed  to  Ohio,  and, 
buying  a  large  tract  of  land,  gave  his  attention  to 
clearing  and  improving  a  farm.  He  continued  to 
make  his  home  on  that  place  until  his  death,  in 
1889.  In  political  belief  he  was  a  Republican,  and 
for  many  years  held  the  office  of  School  Examiner. 
To  the  good  works   of  the  Methodist  Episcopal 


Church,  of  which  he  was  a  member,  he  contributed 
liberally.  As  an  agriculturist  he  was  enterprising 
and  progressive,  and  accumulated  considerable 
property. 

The  mother  of  our  subject,  who  bore  the  maiden 
name  of  Julia  Carter,  was  born  in  Ohio,  and  still 
resides  in  Wauseon,  that  state.  In  girlhood  she 
was  a  teacher,  but  of  late  years  has  given  her  at- 
tention to  literature,  and  is  the  author  of  a  num- 
ber of  works  which  have  been  published  in  lead- 
ing magazines,  some  under  a  nom  de  plume  and 
others  above  her  own  signature.  She  is  now  fill- 
ing the  position  of  Vice-President  for  Ohio  of  the 
Western  Association  of  Authors.  Her  writings, 
both  prose  and  poetical,  have  been  widely  read  and 
extensively  circulated,  and  have  brought  her  a  na- 
tional reputation.  Her  religious  connections  are 
with  the  Methodist  Episcopal  Church.  Her  three 
sons  are  still  living,  the  eldest,  A.  Eugene,  being  a 
resident  of  Wauseon;  Benjamin  F.,  who  was  edu- 
cated at  Adrian  College,  is  a  minister  of  the  Con- 
gregational Church  at  Pontiac,  Mich. 

In  Wauseon,  Ohio,  where  he  was  born  September 
11,  1861,  the  subject  of  this  sketch  passed  his  early 
life,  alternating  work  on  the  home  farm  in  sum- 
mer with  attendance  at  the  public  school  during 
winter.  On  selecting  a  life  occupation,  he  chose 
the  law,  and  began  his  studies  in  the  office  of  Hann 
Bros.,  of  Wauseon,  continuing  them  later  under 
Judge  Silas  S.  Fallass,  of  Cadillac.  In  1883  he  was 
admitted  to  the  Bar,  and  at  once  opened  an  of- 
fice at  East  Jordan,  Mich.,  where  he  remained 
nearly  two  years.  In  1884,  associated  with  W.  H. 
Parks,  under  the  firm  title  of  Parks  &  Aldrich,  he 
located  at  Cadillac,  where  he  has  since  resided. 
After  the  death  of  Mr.  Parks  he  continued  alone 
until  his  election  to  the  Bench  in  1887,  For  his 
responsible  position  he  is  fitted  by  an  excellent  ed- 
ucation, having  been  a  former  student  at  Adrian 
College.  He  is  also  qualified  for  it  by  his  thor- 
ough legal  training,  his  wide  information,  and  his 
deep  insight  into  the  motives  that  govern  the  ac- 
tions of  men. 

The  first  election  of  Judge  Aldrich  to  the  Bench 
was  upon  the  independent  ticket,  he  having  been 
nominated  by  the  Bar  of  the  circuit,  but  when  he 
was  re-elected  in   1893  it  was  as  the  Republican 
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candidate.  Politically  he  is  a  stanch  advocate  of 
Republican  principles,  and  is  one  of  the  leaders  of 
his  party  in  Northern  Michigan.  The  position  of 
Circuit  Judge  is  the  only  office  he  has  ever  held 
except  that  of  City  Attorney.  He  has  contributed 
a  number  of  articles  to  law  magazines,  which  have 
brought  him  into  prominence  in  the  profession  of 
other  states. 

In  the  fall  of  1884  Judge  Aldrich  was  united  in 
marriage  with  Miss  Corene,  daughter  of  Henry  Is- 
bell,  a  farmer  of  Delta,  Ohio,  where  she  was  born. 
Five  children  have  been  born  to  bless  their  union, 
four  of  whom  are  living,  namely:  Fred  Howard, 
who  was  born  December  30, 1885;  Frank  Compton, 
February  18,  1887;  Julia  May,  February  4,  1889; 
and  Ruby  Corene,  September  13, 1891.  Judge  Aid- 
rich  is  deeply  interested  in  all  measures  pertain- 
ing to  the  progress  of  this  section  of  the  state.  As 
a  citizen  he  has  ever  been  intensely  public-spir- 
ited, and  has  always  been  found  on  the  right  side 
in  very  important  questions  affecting  the  general 
interest  of  the  people.  His  qualities  of  character 
liave  been  such  as  to  win  and  retain  the  friendship 
of  his  associates.  Men  have  come  to  rely  upon 
his  good  judgment  and  unfailing  common  sense; 
they  trust  his  unselfish  interest  in  the  welfare  of 
others,  and  repose  the  utmost  confidence  in  his  de- 
cisions. 


:Qm(^ 


T7>  DGAR  W,  WHEELER.  There  are  few  cit- 
r  C%  izens  of  Northern  Michigan  whose  resi- 
dence here  antedates  that  of  Mr.  Wheeler, 
the  present  Treasurer  of  Wexford  County.  It 
was  during  the  spring  of  1867  that  he  made  set- 
tlement on  the  east  half  of  the  southeast  quarter 
of  section  18,  township  24,  range  11.  He  secured 
a  clear  title  to  the  land,  which  he  improved  and 
placed  under  cultivation.  In  1875  he  purchased 
a  one-half  interest  in  a  sawmill  on  section  30, 
Hanover  Township,  and  removing  to  that  locality, 
continued  to  make  his  home  near  the  mill  until 


1879.  He  then  settled  on  a  farm  near  Sherman, 
where  he  owns  two  hundred  acres  of  well  improved 
land.  This  place  continued  to  be  his  home  until 
1895,  when,  having  been  elected  County  Treasurer, 
he  removed  to  the  county  seat. 

Prior  to  1880  Mr.  Wheeler  was  interested  in  a 
sawmill,  after  which  he  engaged  in  farming  dur- 
ing the  summer,  and  in  the  winter  season  followed 
lumbering.  His  attention  is  now  given  exclusively 
to  the  details  of  his  official  work,  which  consumes 
his  entire  time.  He  is  a  native  of  New  York,  and 
was  born  in  Yorkshire,  Cattaraugus  County,  Au- 
gust 16,  1844,  being  a  son  of  Martin  W.  and  Sarah 
E.  (Hamilton)  Wheeler.  His  father,  who  was  a 
stonemason  by  trade  and  a  farmer  by  occupation, 
died  in  Cattaraugus  County,  where  the  death  of  the 
mother  also  occurred. 

There  were  nine  children  in  the  parental  family, 
and  all  of  them  attained  mature  years,  viz.:  Har- 
riet, wife  of  E.  J.  Strong,  residing  in  Cattaraugus 
County,  N.  Y.;  Mary  J.,  who  married  W.  F.  Chit- 
tenden, of  Cadillac;  Nancy,  the  deceased  wife  of 
Nathaniel  Browm,  of  Cattaraugus  County,  N.  Y.; 
J.  H.,  of  Sherman ;  George  W.,  a  resident  of  Selma 
Township,  Wexford  County,  Mich.;  Edgar  W.,  of 
this  sketch;  Oliva,  wife  of  John  Shepherd,  of  Cat- 
taraugus County;  Marilla,  also  a  resident  of  that 
county;  and  Frank,  a  farmer  of  Wexford  County. 

The  early  boyhood  years  of  our  subject  were 
passed  upon  a  farm  and  in  attendance  at  the 
neighboring  schools.  In  February,  1862,  he  en- 
listed as  a  member  of  Company  K,  One  Hundred 
and  Fifth  New  York  Infantry,  and  served  until 
October  of  the  same  year,  when  he  was  discharged 
on  account  of  disability  caused  by  wounds  received 
in  the  second  battle  of  Bull  Run.  He  also  took  part 
in  the  battle  of  Cedar  Mountain,  and  was  with  his 
regiment  in  a  number  of  skirmishes. 

Retiring  from  the  army,  Mr.  Wheeler  resumed 
farm  work  in  New  York.  He  also  engaged  to 
some  extent  in  carpentering,  and  built  a  number 
of  schoolhouses.  In  December,  1863,  he  was  united 
in  marriage  with  Miss  Melissa,  daughter  of  Fred- 
erick Fox,  and  a  native  of  Herkimer  County,  N.  Y. 
Their  union  resulted  in  the  birth  of  eleven  chil- 
dren, of  whom  all  but  three  are  living.  They  are, 
Frederick;  Agnes,  wife  of  Solomon   Nisewander; 
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Adalbert  E,,  Rutherford,  Edward,  Elmer,  Blanche 
and  Sylva. 

Since  coming  to  Wexford  County  Mr.  Wheeler 
has  been  one  of  the  leaders  of  the  Republican 
party,  and  upon  that  ticket  has  been  elected  to  a 
number  of  important  local  offices.  He  has  served 
as  Supervisor,  Town  Clerk,  Town  Treasurer,  School 
Commissioner  and  Justice  of  the  Peace,  and  in 
1894  was  elected  to  the  office  of  County  Treasurer. 
Under  the  administration  of  President  Harrison 
lie  served  as  Postmaster  of  Sherman.  Socially  he 
is  Past  Commander  of  the  Grand  Army  of  the  Re- 
public, and  Past  Master  of  Sherman  Lodge  No.  372, 
A.  F.  (k  A.  M.,  taking  an  active  interest  in  both 
organizations.  He  is  not  identified  with  any  de- 
nomination, but  is  inclined  toward  the  Methodist 
faith  and  attends  the  services  of  that  church. 


Yjy  DGAR  B.  CASWELL  has  a  plumbing,  steam 
r^O  and  gas  fitting  office  at  No.  316  South 
James  Street,  Ludington.  He  is  a  practi- 
cal and  skilled  workman,  and  reaps  a  goodly  share 
of  the  local  custom.  It  is  now  about  fifteen  years 
since  he  located  at  his  present  stand  and  embarked 
in  business  for  himself.  A  veteran  of  the  late  war, 
.  he  deserves  credit  for  his  brave  and  meritorious 
defense  of  the  Stars  and  Stripes.  He  served  from 
August,  1862,  until  after  Lee's  surrender,  and  had 
the  notable  honor  of  taking  part  in  the  Grand  Re- 
view at  Washington,  a  sight  which  has  never  been 
duplicated  in  this,  or  perhaps  in  any  other,  land. 
A  native  of  St.  Lawrence  County,  N.  Y.,  Mr. 
Caswell  was  born  February  7,  1840,  and  is  a  son 
of  Burr  and  Hannah  (Green)  Caswell.  The  former 
was  born  in  Glens  Falls,  N.  Y.,  and  about  1845  came 
to  Michigan,  He  spent  a  winter  at  Duck  Lake, 
and  in  the  summer  of  1847  went  to  Pere  Marquette, 
where,  with  two  exceptions,  his  family  was  the 
only  white  one  in  the  district,  the  others  being 


a  Norwegian  family  of  the  name  of  Norburg,  and 
a  family  having  the  name  of  Daggett. 

Burr  Caswell  brought  his  family  here  on  the  sail- 
ing-vessel "Eagle,"  en  route  for  Manistee.  There 
being  no  convenient  stopping-place,  the  vessel  did 
not  deviate  from  its  course,  but  the  cattle  belong- 
ing to  Mr.  Caswell  were  dropped  overboard  and 
forced  to  swim  ashore.  The  family  was  rowed 
to  land  in  a  small  boat.  The  creek  leading  from 
Pere  Marquette  Lake  to  Lake  Michigan  was  then 
but  a  small  stream,  and  there  was  no  entrance 
where  the  harbor  now  is.  Mr.  Caswell  was  em- 
ployed in  getting  out  shingle-bolts  for  some  time, 
shipping  them  to  Chicago  in  a  small  boat  which 
would  not  carry  over  twenty  cords,  and  which  was 
styled  the  "Ranger.''  This  small  vessel  was  owned 
by  a  Norwegian  of  the  name  of  Ryerson,  later  Cap- 
tain of  the  propellor  "Mears.''  The  Caswell  shanty 
stood  on  the  south  side  of  the  lake,  near  where  the 
Butter  &  Peters  Mill  has  since  been  erected.  Later 
a  better  home  was  constructed  from  lumber  picked 
up  on  the  beach.  In  1849  a  small  mill,  with  one  up- 
right saw,  was  put  up  where  the  Pere  Marquette 
Lumber  Compan3^'s  mills  now  stand.  Burr  Caswell 
remained  in  the  shingle  business  for  a  couple  of 
years,  and  then  got  out  logs  for  the  mill.  Enter- 
ing land  from  the  Government  on  Lake  Marquette, 
he  improved  a  farm.  He  was  light  housekeeping 
for  four  or  five  years  at  Big  Point  Sable.  After- 
ward he  went  to  Dakota,  and  though  now  eighty- 
seven  years  of  age,  is  still  engaged  in  running  a 
hotel  at  Mitchell.     His  wife  died  in  1870. 

E.  B.  Caswell  is  one  of  four  children,  and  the 
youngest  of  the  family.  One  sister,  Ellen,  is  the 
wife  of  Sewell  Moulton,  of  this  city;  George,  who 
died  in  1868,  was  Captain  of  a  tug;  and  Mary, 
who  died  a  few  years  ago,  was  the  wife  of  Richard 
Hatfield,  an  old  pioneer  of  Pere  Marquette  Town- 
ship. 

When  two  years  old,  E.  B.  Caswell  was  taken  by 
his  parents  to  Barrington  Station,  Lake  County, 
111.  There  were  no  railroads  in  that  section  at  the 
time,  and  his  boyhood  passed  uneventfully  on  the 
farm.  After  coming  to  Michigan  he  had  true  pio- 
neer experiences,  and  learned  to  endure  privations 
and  hardships  innumerable.  For  several  years  he 
was  engaged  in  fishing  in  company  with  his  brother 
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George.  They  used  gill  nets,  and  would  go  from 
four  to  eight  miles  out  into  the  lake.  In  August 
1862,  young  Caswell  enlisted  in  Corapanj^  C, 
Twenty-sixth  Michigan  Infantry,  and  was  as- 
signed to  the  First  Brigade,  First  Division  of  the 
Second  Army  Corps.  He  took  part  in  Gettysburg, 
and  in  nearly  all  the  Virginia  campaigns.  In  a 
skirmish  after  the  battle  of  Petersburg,  April  9, 
1865,  he  was  wounded  by  a  shell  in  the  left  arm 
and  was  in  the  hospital  for  thirty  days.  Rejoining 
his  regiment,  he  returned  with  them  to  receive  his 
final  discharge,  after  taking  part  in  the  review  at 
Washington.  .  Soon  after  he  embarked  in  his  pres- 
ent business  and  has  been  prospered.  He  makes  a 
specialty  of  putting  in  the  Drive  Filter  Well. 
A  Republican,  he  is  interested  in  politics,  but  has 
never  been  an  office-seeker.  He  belongs  to  the 
Grand  Army  of  the  Republic  and  to  the  Masonic 
society, 

December  22,  1871,  Mr.  Caswell  married  Julia 
Genia,  of  Grand  Rapids.  Their  only  daughter. 
Rose  M.,  is  engaged  in  keeping  the  books  in  her 
father's  business.  The  family  residence  is  at  No. 
404  North  Charles  Street. 


N-I^l 


HAYNES  BROS.,  proprietors  of  the  Cadillac 
Planing-mill,  are  dealers  in  lumber,  lath, 
moldings,  shingles,  etc.  The  plant  was 
established  by  James  Haynes,  father  of  the  two 
brothers,  Charles  E.  and  Elbert  J.,  who  now  consti- 
tute the  firm.  The  elder  Mr.  Haynes  came  to  this 
place  in  1872,  and  built  a  planing-mill,  which  was 
destroyed  by  fire  in  1877,  but  was  rebuilt  the  same 
year.  In  1881  he  erected  Mill  No.  2,  and  the  com- 
bined capacity  of  the  plants  averaged  two  hundred 
thousand  feet  per  day. 

The  paternal  grandfather  of  C.  E.  and  E.  J. 
Haynes  was  a  native  of  New  York,  and  of  Dutch 
descent.  He  was  known  as  Joseph  Haynes,  and  at 
the  time  of  his  death  was  about  seventy- five  years 


of  age.  His  only  son,  James,  was  also  born  in  the 
Empire  State.  He  chose  for  his  companion  and 
helpmate  in  life  Miss  Mary  M.  Bierce,  whose  fa- 
ther, Norman  Bierce,  was  born  in  Connecticut.  For 
some  years  he  resided  in  New  York,  but  in  1837 
came  to  Michigan.  His  death  occurred  in  this 
city  in  1885,  when  he  was  in  his  ninety-second 
year.  He  had  a  family  numbering  one  son  and 
three  daughters. 

James  Haynes  was  a  dealer' in  produce  in  his 
early  manhood,  and  with  his  father  came  to  Mich- 
igan in  1837.  From  that  time  until  1863  he  lived 
at  Lawrence,  Van  Buren  County,  whence  he  re- 
moved to  Decatur,  and  for  nine  years  was  em- 
ployed in  buying  wheat  and  lumber.  In  1872  he 
came  to  this  place,  to  which  his  family  removed 
the  following  summer.  The  old  mill  which  he 
built  soon  afterward  was  called  the  Clam  Lake 
Planing-mill.  In  1880  the  owner  associated  with 
him  his  sons,  N.  D.,  C.  E.  and  E.  J.,  the  firm  name 
becoming  James  Haynes  &  Sons,  the  father  having 
previously  given  his  sons  an  interest  in  the  busi- 
ness. He  was  born  at  Gorham,  N.  Y.,  February  17, 
1825,  and  died  February  2,  1886.  His  wife  died 
in  1880,  aged  fifty-one  years.  The  latter  was  a 
Presbyterian,  while  the  former  was  a  Universalist. 

Though  in  no  sense  a  politician,  James  Haynes 
was  one  of  the  most  prominent  Democrats  in  the 
county.  He  was  Justice  of  the  Peace  for  one  term, 
Township  Treasurer  for  five  years.  City  Treasurer 
for  one  year,  and  at  the  time  of  his  decease  was 
both  Treasurer  of  the  county  and  Mayor  of  Cad- 
illac. Fraternally  he  belonged  to  Peninsular  Com- 
mandery,  K.  T.,  of  Kalamazoo.  He  was  ^^  broad- 
minded  man,  of  sterling  integrity  ay  i  unim- 
peachable character,  and  in  manner  c<  rdial  and 
unassuming. 

Charles  E.  Haynes,  senior  member  of  the  firm  of 
Haynes  Bros.,  was  born  February  22,  1855.  His 
marriage  was  celebrated  June  26,  1879,  with  Miss 
Ellen  O.,  daughter  of  Augustus  H.  and  Mary  Eliza- 
beth (Cady)  Stevens.  In  politics  he  is  a  Demo- 
crat, and  served  as  Alderman  of  the  Second  Ward 
for  three  years. 

Elbert  J.  Haynes,  the  other  partner,  was  born 
on  the  22d  of  November,  1859,  in  Lawrence,  Van 
Buren  County,  Mich.,  as  was  also  Charles  E.    He 
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finished  the  unexpired  term  of  his  father  as  Coun- 
ty Treasurer,  but  is  a  supporter  of  the  Prohibition 
party.  August  26,  1885,  he  married  Miss  Louie 
T,  Taplin,  by  whom  he  has  had  three  children; 
Charles  James,  Merritt  Marue,  and  Nellie,  who 
died  at  the  age  of  four  months-  Mrs.  Haynes  is  a 
member  of  the  Presbyterian  Church,  and  a  daugh- 
ter of  Dr.  William  T.  and  Emma  (Smith)  Taplin. 
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HON.  PERRY  HANNAH.  In  presenting  to 
the  readers  of  this  volume  the  biography 
of  Mr.  Hannah,  we  are  perpetuating  the 
life  work  of  one  of  the  most  honored  residents  of 
the  state.  Throughout  a  long,  honorable  and  in- 
fluential career,  he  has  maintained  that  energy  and 
integrity  which  characterized  his  earlier  years. 
Nor  has  his  success  been  merely  in  accumulating 
wealth,  but  in  the  better  sense  of  the  word  he  has 
been  successful  in  serving  others,  in  doing  good, 
and  in  winning  the  esteem  of  a  very  large  circle 
of  acquaintances.  Laborious  and  patient,  exhibit- 
ing by  his  life  his  self-reliant  spirit  and  strong  in- 
dividuality, he  unconsciously  exerts  an  influence 
that  has  a  future  as  well  as  a  present  bearing  upon 
the  progress  of  Northern  Michigan. 

Especially  will  the  record  of  the  life  of  Mr. 
Hannah  interest  the  people  of  Traverse  City,  of 
which  place  he  may  be  justly  termed  the  "father." 
Coming  here  at  a  time  when  the  present  thriving 
city  was  a  straggling  hamlet,  containing  very 
few  houses,  and  surrounded  by  a  dense  pine  for- 
est, he  has  lived  to  see  the  commercial  and  lumber- 
ing resources  of  the  locality  developed,  and  has 
himself  been  the  most  important  factor  in  its  prog- 
ress. During  almost  the  entire  period  of  his  resi- 
dence here,  he  has  served  as  the  Village  President, 
and  while  occupying  this  position  has  been  enabled 
to  foster  enterprise,  promote  the  business  interests, 
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and  aid  with  his  hearty  co-operation  every  public- 
spirited  measure. 

Erie  County,  Pa.,  is  the  birthplace  of  Mr.  Han- 
nah, and  September  22,  1824,  his  natal  day.  His 
parents,  Elihu  L.  and  Ann  (McCann)  Hannah, 
lived  upon  a  farm  m  that  county,  and  there  the 
days  of  his  boyhood  and  youth  were  uneventfully 
passed.  In  1837  he  accompanied  his  father  to 
Michigan,  and  settled  m  St.  Clair  County,  where 
he  was  engaged  for  some  time  in  rafting  logs  from 
Port  Huron  to  Detroit.  Later  he  was  employed  as 
clerk  in  the  store  of  John  Wells,  of  Port  Huron. 
At  the  time  Mr.  Hannah  went  to  Chicago,  in 
1846,  that  great  metropolis  gave  no  evidence  of 
its  future  prosperity.  The  land  was  swampy,  the 
climate  was  considered  unhealthful,and  altogether 
visitors  were  unfavorably  impressed.  Near  the  lake 
shore  stood  a  few  business  houses  and  residences, 
and  at  the  harbor  the  steamers  gave  an  air  of  life  to 
the  little  place.  However,  while  many  considered 
that  the  town  would  never  be  more  than  an  un- 
important village,  others,  more  keen-sighted,  dis- 
cerned evidences  of  future  greatness.  Such  a  one 
was  Mr.  Hannah.  He  came  to  the  town  upon  a 
lake  boat,  but  having  no  money  to  pay  his  passage, 
he  asked  the  captain  to  take  him  over,  promising 
to  pay  him  the  monej^  as  soon  as  he  could  earn  it. 
He  landed  in  Chicago  without  a  cent  in  his  pocket, 
but  was  fortunate  in  securing  a  clerkship  in  the 
lumber-yard  of  Jacob  Beidler,  and  in  a  few  days 
paid  to  the  captain  the  money  he  owed  him. 

After  having  been  in  the  employ  of  Jacob  Beid- 
ler for  four  3^ears,  Mr.  Hannah,  in  1850,  formed  a 
partnership  in  the  lumber  business  with  A.  Tracy 
Lay  and  James  Morgan,  the  firm  name  being  Han- 
nah, Lay  &  Co.  With  the  exception  that  William 
Morgan  was  afterward  taken  into  the  partnership, 
there  has  been  no  change  in  the  firm  during  all  the 
succeeding  years.  A  partnership  covering  forty- 
five  years  is  unusual  in  the  business  world,  where 
changes  are  of  such  frequent  occurrence.  May  1, 
1850,  the  newly  organized  firm  opened  an  oflSce 
with  borrowed  qapital  of  $6,000.  The  following 
year  the  present  location  of  Traverse  City  was  pur- 
chased, and  for  two  or  three  years  Mr.  Hannah  and 
Mr.  Lay  alternated  the  resident  management. 
In  1854  Mr.  Hannah  settled  permanently  in  this 
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place,  and  here  he  has  since  made  his  home,  occu- 
pying one  of  the  most  elegant  residences  of  North- 
em  Michigan.  On  New  Year's  Day,  1852,  he  mar- 
ried Miss  Ann  Amelia  Flint,  who  was  born  in  New 
York  Christmas  Day  of  1834.  To  them  were  born 
three  children.  The  only  son,  Julius  T.,  is  cashier 
of  tiie  banking  house  of  Hannah,  Lay  &  Co.  at 
Traverse  City.  The  daughters  are  Mrs.  J.  F.  Kee- 
ney,  of  Cliicago;  and  Claribel,  Mrs.  George  W. 
Gardner,  of  St.  Paul. 

The  business  that  was  commenced  on  a  small 
scale  in  1850  has  assumed  immense  proportions. 
In  1886  the  entire  lumber  interests  of  the  firm 
were  sold,  but  there  still  remain  the  banking  house 
and  the  large  wholesale  and  retail  mercantile  busi- 
ness, the  former  known  as  the  Traverse  City  State 
Bank,  and  the  latter  conducted  under  the  firm 
name  of  the  Hannah  &  Lay  Mercantile  Company, 
of  both  of  which  organizations  Mr.  Hannah  is 
President.  The  large  flourmill  and  the  steamboat 
interests  are  located  here,  and  also  a  portion  of  the 
valuable  landed  interests  of  the  firm.  In  addition 
to  these  they  are  the  owners  of  real  estate  in  Chi- 
cago. 

Mr.  Hannah  believes  in  the  principles  laid  down 
in  the  Republican  platform,  and  has  always  given 
his  adherence  to  that  party.  In  1856  and  1857 
he  represented  his  district,  then  covering  almost 
all  of  Northern  Michigan,  in  the  State  Legislature. 
With  that  exception,  however,  he  has  steadfastly 
refused  to  accept  state  offices,  although  often  urged 
to  allow  the  use  of  his  name  as  the  Republican 
candidate  for  Governor.  While  declining  state 
offices,  he  has  always  been  willing  to  accept  any 
post  of  responsibility  in  the  village  where  he  re- 
sides. Accordingly,  he  has  served  as  its  President 
almost  constantly  since  its  organization,  has  also 
been  Township  Supervisor  a  number  of  times,  and 
for  a  quarter  of  a  century  was  Moderator  of  the 
School  Board. 

To  the  consideration  of  all  subjects  presented  to 
him  Mr.  Hannah  brings  the  shrewdness  and  cau- 
tious judgment  that  have  characterized  his  busi- 
ness career.  As  a  citizen,  he  is  upright  and  pro- 
gressive, always  identifying  himself  with  any  move- 
ment for  the  furtherance  of  the  community's  in- 
terests.   He  belongs  to  the  class  of  pioneer  residents 


to  whom  so  large  a  debt  of  gratitude  is  due  from 
the  present  generation,  owing,  as  it  does,  all  its 
advantages  for  a  higher  degree  of  culture  and  the 
refinements  of  life  to  the  noble  hearts  who  en- 
dured hardships  and  opened  the  way  for  civiliza- 
tion in  the  trackless  wilderness.  Though  having 
attained  to  an  advanced  age,  he  is  still  in  the  en- 
joyment of  good  health,  and,  with  mind  and  body 
unimpaired  by  the  flight  of  time,  can  look  back 
over  his  long  and  busy  career  and  rejoice*  not 
only  in  the  worldly  success  that  has  attended  him 
but  also  in  the  high  degree  of  respect  which  he  has 
gained  from  his  fellow-men. 

Often  alluded  to  as  the  "father"  of  Traverse 
City,  Mr.  Hannah's  history  has  been  inseparably 
associated  with  that  of  the  city  of  his  creation. 
He  has  lived  to  see  what  was  in  years  gone  by  a 
region  of  pine  land  transformed  into  a  prosperous 
country.  Amid  the  arduous  scenes  of  pioneer  life 
he  was  ever  found  ready  to  lend  a  helping  hand 
to  those  in  want  of  assistance,  and  under  all  cir- 
cumstances he  has  so  conducted  himself  as  to  win 
the  friendship  of  his  associates. 


JOHN  M.  PETERSEN,  manager  of  the  store 
and  mill  office  of  the  Buckley  &  Douglas 
Lumber  Company,  and  purchasing  agent  of 
the  Manistee  <fe  Northeastern  Railroad,  with 
headquarters  at  Manistee,  was  born  in  Denmark, 
February  2,  1859.  The  years  of  his  boyhood  were 
passed  in  the  land  of  his  birth,  where  he  completed 
the  studies  of  the  common  schools  and  attended 
college  for  two  years.  At  the  age  of  nineteen  he 
entered  the  army,  and  remained  a  member  of  the 
militarj^  organization  of  his  countrj?^  for  one  and 
a-half  years,  his  time  being  devoted  principally  to 
drilling. 

When  twenty-one  years  of  age,  Mr.  Petersen 
emigrated  to  America,  and  soon  afterward  settled 
in   Greenville,  Mich.,   a   place  of   which  he  had 
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heard  prior  to  his  emigration.  He  became  a  work- 
man in  a  shingle-mill  near  that  town,  and  after- 
ward was  similarly  engaged  in  Wisconsin.  At 
other  times  he  was  employed  on  farms  and  in  lum- 
ber camps.  Returning  to  Greenville,  he  spent  two 
and  one-half  years  there,  after  which  he  entered 
the  Grand  Rapids  Business  College,  fitting  himself 
for  business  life  by  a  commercial  course  in  that  in- 
stitution. B'our  and  one-half  months  were  spent 
there,  at  the  expiration  of  which  he  was  awarded 
a  diploma. 

While  still  a  student  in  Grand  Rapids,  Mr.  Pet- 
ersen accepted  a  position  witli  the  firm  of  Buckle}^ 
<fe  Douglas  in  Manistee,  and  to  this  city  he  came, 
entering  the  general  office  of  the  company,  where 
he  remained  one  year  as  bookkeeper.  He  then 
took  charge  of  the  mill  office,  in  which  capacity  he 
was  employed  for  seven  years,  being  the  head 
bookkeeper.  August  1,  1894,  he  was  given  charge 
of  the  company's  store  on  Ramsdell  Street,  near  the 
mill,  succeeding  O.  8.  Hawes  as  store  manager.  He 
has  three  assistants  in  the  office  work,  and  four  in 
the  store.  There  are  two  warehouses,  and  the 
stock  on  hand  is  valued  at  $25,000,  the  annual 
business  aggregating  $125,000. 

As  purchasing  agent  for  the  Manistee  &  North- 
eastern Railroad,  Mr.  Petersen  buys  all  the  sup- 
plies of  the  company,  attends  to  the  bills,  and 
keeps  a  record  of  all  purchases  made  for  the  road, 
including  material  bought.  A  man  of  excellent 
judgment,  cautious,  conservative,  yet  energetic 
and  progressive,  he  is  very  successful  in  his  work, 
and  his  services  have  given  great  satisfaction  to 
the  general  offices.  To  such  an  extent  is  his  at- 
tention engrossed  by  the  demands  of  his  business, 
that  he  has  little  time  for  outside  matters.  How- 
ever, he  keeps  intelligently  posted  concerning  the 
great  questions  of  the  age,  and  has  definite  opin- 
ions regarding  the  same. 

In  his  social  relations  Mr.  Petersen  is  actively 
connected  with  the  Masonic  fraternity  as  a  mem- 
ber of  the  blue  lodge  and  chapter;  also  the  Manis- 
tee Council  and  Commandeiy,  being  a  Knight 
Templar.  He  is  prominent  in  the  ranks  of  the 
Knights  of  Pythias.  As  a  neighbor  and  a  citizen, 
he  is  honorable  and  charitable,  and  is  ever  ready 
to  assist  the  poor  and  needy.     He  has  never  been 


an  aspirant  for  political  honors.  All  in  all,  he  is 
a  capable,  honest,  successful  business  man;  one 
who,  by  his  own  shrewdness  and  foresight,  to- 
gether with  habits  of  industry  and  sobriety,  and  a 
character  well  known  for  its  moral  strength,  has 
made  his  life  a  success.  In  the  management  of 
his  business  affairs  he  has  brought  to  it  an  intelli- 
gence and  honesty  of  purpose  that,  in  the  end,  are 
sure  to  bring  their  own  reward.  On  coming  to  this 
country  he  had  but  little;  in  fact,  about  all  that 
he  did  possess  was  a  strong  constitution  and  an 
abundance  of  energy,  but  with  these  he  has  suc- 
ceeded in  carving  out  for  himself  a  comfortable 
competence,  and  at  the  same  time  maintained  a 
reputation  for  strict  honesty  and  fair  dealing. 


|^^-i*0-^] 


THOMAS  SCOTT  is  Chief  of  the  Manistee 
Fire  Department,  and  has  been  connected 
with  this  important  branch  of  municipal 
affairs  since  1883,  when  he  became  a  volunteer 
member  of  the  Fire  Department.  He  was  elected 
to  his  present  responsible  potition  in  1891,  and 
has  been  re-elected  at  the  expiration  of  each  term. 
He  is  a  native  of  Bruce  County,  Ontario,  hav- 
ing been  born  vSeptember  11,  1861. 

The  parents  of  our  subject  were  Michael  and 
Mary  (Jones)  Scott,  whose  family  numbered  six 
children.  Five  of  the  number  are  still  living. 
William  died  in  early  manhood,  and  the  others, 
with  the  exception  of  one,  are  residents  of  Manis- 
tee. Michael  Scolt  was  born  in  County  Derry, 
Ireland,  October  2,  1819,  and  resides  in  Manistee, 
at  the  home  of  our  subject.  His  good  wife  and 
faithful  helpmate,  a  native  of  Kingston,  Canada, 
born  in  the  year  1823,  passed  to  the  home  beyond 
October  2,  1876,  while  living  in  this  city. 

Thomas  Scott  received  a  public-school  educa- 
tion in  Manistee.  On  beginning  the  battle  of  life 
for  himself,  he  obtained  a  position  as  a  laborer  in 
the  lumbering-mills  of  this  place,  and  w^as  thus  en- 
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gaged  for  some  time.  Since  1883,  as  previously 
stated,  he  has  been  in  the  city  employ,  but  only 
since  1887  Ims  been  a  member  of  the  paid  depart- 
ment. During  1889-90  he  was  assistant  to  the 
Chief,  and  the  following  year  was  elected  to 
that  position  himself.  He  is  well  qualified  by  his 
years  of  experience  to  serve  as  such,  and  is  watch- 
ful and  careful  in  an  eminent  degree  that  every 
detail  of  the  fire  service  shall  be  complete  in  each 
particular.  He  has  made  a  study  of  the  sj^stems 
adopted  by  Chicago  and  prominent  cities  of  the 
Union,  and  as  far  as  practicable  has  incorporated 
them  into  the  work  under  his  charge.  In  his  po- 
litical convictions  he  is  independent  of  parly,  vot- 
ing and  working  for  the  men  and  principles  which 
he  considers  best  adapted  for  the  good  of  the  public. 
In  1891  Thomas  Scott  married  Miss  Mary  An- 
derson, a  native  of  Racine,  Wis.  One  child  has 
been  born  of  this  union,  namely:  Walter  Albert, 
whose  birth  occurred  March  17,  1894.  Tlje  par- 
ents of  Mrs.  Scott  were  natives  of  Denmark,  and 
came  to  the  United  States  when  they  were  young. 
They  are  now  respected  residents  of  Manistee. 
Mrs.  Scott  is  a  member  of  the  Danish  Lutheran 
Church,  and  is  a  zealous  worker  in  the  congre- 
gation. Socially  ^Ir.  Scott  is  a  member  of  the 
Knights  of  the  ^Maccabees.  He  is  a  young  man  of 
sterling  qualities,  and  enjoys  the  friendship  of  all 
who  know  him,  both  in  public  and  in  social  circles. 


'^    *■  -^i 
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ALD  E.  McINTYRE.  It  is  generally 
conceded  that  there  is  no  profession  which 
requires  for  its  successful  practice  larger 
skill  and  greater  ability  than  that  of  the  law,  and 
he  who  has  succeeded  therein  merits  the  commen- 
dation and  regard  of  all.  The  gentleman  above- 
named  enjoys  the  distinction  of  being  not  only 
the  oldest  attorney  of  Cadillac  in  point  of  years  of 
practice,  but  also  one  of  the  most  successful  in 
Wexford  County,  and  his  success  is  due  entirely 


to  the  exercise  of  perseverance,  energy  and  de- 
termination. 

Ai  the  time  Mr.  Mclntyre  came  to  Clam  Lake 
(as  Cadillac  was  then  called),  the  village  was  small 
and  unimportant,  business  was  stagnant,  and  set- 
tlers few;  in  fact,  the  place  was  a  mere  lumber 
camp,  and  Mitchell  Street  contained  only  two  or 
three  buildings.  The  steady  growth  which  the  vil- 
lage has  since  had  he  has  witnessed  with  interest, 
and  has  aided  in  every  way  possible.  As  the  town 
increased  in  importance,  his  clientage  grew  pro- 
portionately, until  at  the  present  time  he  and  his 
partner,  Fred  C.  Wetmore,  have  a  large  and  profit- 
able practice. 

Born  in  Washtenaw  County,  Mich.,  June  14, 
1852,  our  subject  is  the  son  of  Donald  and  Jane 
(Eaker)  Mclntyre.  The  family  is  of  Scotch  origin, 
the  paternal  grandfather,  Donald  Mclntyre,  Sr., 
having  emigrated  to  this  country  from  Scotland. 
The  father,  who  was  born  in  New  York,  engaged 
in  the  practice  of  law  at  Johnston,  that  state,  and 
served  his  county  as  Judge.  During  the  '30s  he 
came  to  Michigan  as  the  representative  of  the 
Metropolitan  Bank  of  New  York,  for  the  purpose 
of  looking  after  Michigan  currency.  When  the 
Washtenaw  County  Bank  failed,  he  succeeded  it 
in  the  banking  business,  and  for  a  half-centurj^ 
conducted  a  private  bank  (the  Mechanics'),  which 
he  organized,  and  in  which  he  was  a  large  stock- 
holder. For  two  terms  he  was  a  member  of  the 
Board  of  Regents  of  the  University  of  Michigan, 
and  served  as  its  Treasurer  for  many  years.  After 
the  organization  of  the  Republican  party,  he  was 
elected  upon  that  ticket  to  the  State  Legislature. 
In  early  life  he  advocated  the  principles  of  the 
Whig  party.  His  death  took  place  in  1892,  when 
he  was  eighty-six  years  of  age. 

The  mother  of  our  subject  died  when  in  the 
prime  of  life,  leaving  four  children,  namely:  Anna 
who  married  Hiram  Burleson,  of  Jersey  City,  N.  J.; 
Mattie  A.,  the  wife  of  W.  W.  Wetmore,  of  Ann 
Arbor;  Jennie  M.,  who  is  the  wife  of  A.  B.  Pom- 
eroy,  a  resident  of  Westmoreland,  Kan.;  and  Don- 
ald E.,  of  this  sketch.  The  last-named  was  educa- 
ted in  the  schools  of  Ann  Arbor  and  the  Univer- 
sity of  Michigan,  graduating  from  both  the  literary 
and  law  departments  of  the  latter  institution.     In 
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1885  he  was  united  in  marriage  with  Miss  Sophia 
Mitchell,  who  was  born  in  New  York  State,  and  is 
a  daughter  of  George  A.  Mitchell. 

In  the  study  of  law  Mr.  Mclntyre  had  the  ad- 
vantage of  being  under  the  preceptorship  of  Judge 
H.  J.  Beaks,  who  was  recognized  as  the  leading 
member  of  the  Michigan  Bar  at  that  time.  After 
having  graduated  from  the  University  of  Michi- 
gan in  1871,  he  opened  an  office  in  Big  Eapids, 
where,  however,  he  remained  only  a  year.  In  1872 
he  came  to  Cadillac,  where  he  has  since  resided. 
He  is  well  and  favorably  known  throughout  this 
section,  and  his  superior  talents  have  won  for  him 
the  recognition  and  respect  of  many  of  the  emi- 
nent men  of  the  state. 


J 


OSEPH  E.  MAILHOT  is  proprietor  of  a  large 
grocery  at  No.  419  River  Street,  Manistee. 
He  carries  a  large  and  well  selected  stock  of 
staple  and  fancy  groceries,  and  commands 
such  an  extensive  trade  that  employment  is  given 
to  three  clerks  constantl3\  He  is  a  native  of 
Canada,  of  French  descent,  and  is  the  only  repre- 
sentative of  his  family  In  the  United  States,  within 
whose  borders  he  has  made  his  home  for  the  past 
twenty-nine  years. 

Joseph  E.  Mail  hot's  birth  occurred  December  1, 
1846,  in  the  province  of  Quebec,  where  he  gained 
his  education  and  lived  until  he  was  twenty 
years  of  age.  On  leaving  home  he  visited  New 
York  City,  Boston,  Chicago  and  other  points  of 
interest,  spending  about  two  years  in  travel.  He 
not  only  desired  to  see  something  of  the  country, 
but  wished  to  ascertain  where  would  be  a  favora- 
ble opening  for  a  young  man  beginning  in  busi- 
ness. He  finally  settled  m  Manistee,  and,  as  he  had 
no  means,  found  employment  as  a  laborer  in  the 
mills,  where  he  worked  for  about  a  year.  Finding 
out  that  the  young  man  possessed  more  than  ordin- 
ary ability  and  intelligence,  Magnan  &  Richmond 


offered  him  a  position  as  clerk  in  their  office  and 
store.  He  accepted  the  place  gladly  and  remained 
for  three  j^ears  in  the  employ  of  that  well  known 
lumber  firm.  He  had  been  offered  a  good  salary, 
but  instead  of  getting  it  was  constant!}^  put  off 
with  promises,  and  at  the  end  of  his  three-years 
service  the  firm  failed  and  he  lost  a  large  share  of 
his  earnings.  This  was  certainly  discouraging, 
but  young  Mailhot  possessed  pluck  and  energy 
and  bravely  set  to  work  once  more  at  the  bottom 
round  of  the  ladder.  He  obtained  a  place  as 
bookkeeper  with  Horace  Butters,  in  whose  em- 
plo3^  he  remained  for  about  three  years.  For  a 
similar  period  he  was  afterward  bookkeeper  for 
Dempsey  &  Cartier,  and  while  with  this  firm  also 
had  a  disastrous  experience,  as  he  lost  fifty  per 
cent,  of  his  savings  through  the  failure  of  the  bank. 
He  then  loaned  some  money  on  real-estate  security, 
which  depreciated  in  value  and  caused  him  to  lose 
the  money  in  that  investment. 

Gathering  together  what  means  he  had  left,  Mr. 
Mailhot  turned  his  face  westward  to  see  if  the 
fickle  goddess  Fortune  would  at  last  smile  on  his 
endeavors.  Going  to  the  Black  Hills,  he  remained 
there  for  about  six  months,  and  then  returned  to 
Michigan  with  little  more  than  he  had  gone  away 
with.  His  former  employers,  Dempsej'-  &  Cartier, 
then  offered  him  a  position  in  their  branch  store  at 
Ludington,  and  this  place  he  held  for  two  years. 
He  then  took  a  logging  contract,  the  first  year 
making  a  considerable  sum,  but  the  following  3'^ear 
he  lost  everything  he  had  and  came  out  of  the  tran- 
saction in  debt.  For  the  three  years  following  he 
was  a  member  of  the  firm  of  D.  A.  McCormick  & 
Co.,  lumber  importers.  In  this  business  he  made 
some  money. 

His  previous  experience  at  clerking  now  served 
Mr.  Mailhot  in  good  stead,  for  he  took  the  man- 
agement of  a  store  belonging  to  A.  E.  Cartier  & 
Co.  at  West  Troy,  this  state,  and  three  months 
later  bought  out  the  stock.  This  was  a  profitable 
venture  and  promised  increasing  returns,  but  at 
the  end  of  a  year  and  a-half  his  store,  stock  and 
everything  in  the  line  of  household  goods  which 
he  possessed  were  destroyed  by  fire,  the  insurance 
covering  perhaps  one-third  of  the  loss.  Coming  to  • 
Manistee  he   invested   his  insurance  money   in  a 
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stock  of  groceries  and  opened  a  store  at  bis  pres- 
ent location. 

February  6, 1876,  our  subject  married  Miss  Lillie 
Gray,  who  died  about  two  years  later.  One  child 
was  born  of  his  first  union,  namely,  Roy  E.  June 
9,  1884,  Mr,  Mailhot  was  united  in  marriage  with 
Miss  Blanche  Merritt,  a  native  of  Canada,  and  of 
his  second  marriage  he  has  two  daughters,  May 
and  Irene. 

In  his  political  faith  our  subject  is  a  loyal  Re- 
publican, and  like  a  true  patriot  is  interested  in 
the  cause  of  education  and  all  public  improve- 
ments. Religiously  he  was  reared  as  a  Catholic, 
but  is  not  a  member  of  any  congregation. 


JONATHAN  F.  ALBRO.  During  the  late 
war,  Michigan  was  not  less  loyal  to  the 
Union  than  were  her  sister  states  of  the 
North.  She  contributed  her  bravest  and 
best,  those  just  entering  upon  manhood,  those  in 
the  prime  of  life,  and  those  grown  old,  whose  val- 
or aided  in  the  preservation  of  the  Union.  One  of 
this  number  was  the  subject  of  the  following  sketch, 
a  prominent  business  man  and  highly  respected 
citizen  of  Manistee. 

Referring  briefly  to  the  parentage  of  Mr.  Albro, 
we  find  that  he  is  the  son  of  William  and  Anna 
(Fisk)  Albro,  natives  of  New  York,  who  came 
West  to  Michigan  in  1840.  For  eight  years  they 
sojourned  in  Lenawee  County,  thence  removed  to 
Jackson  County,  from  there  to  Calhoun  Count}^ 
in  1856  settled  in  Ionia  County,  and  later  returned 
to  Clinton.  In  the  village  of  Matherton,  which 
lies  on  the  boundary  line  between  Ionia  and  Clin- 
ton, the  father  died  in  1873,  and  the  mother  in 
1879.  The  ancestry  of  the  family,  on  the  father's 
side,  is  English,  and  on  the  mother's  Dutch. 

In  the  parental  lamily  there  were  eight  children, 
of  whom  four  are  now  living.  Jonathan  F.  was 
born  in  Ontario  County,  N.  Y.,  July  26,  1831,  and 


was  a  child  of  eight  years  when  brought  by  his 
parents  to  Michigan.  His  youthful  years  were 
passed  upon  the  home  farm,  and  in  early  manhood 
he  learned  the  trade  of  a  carpenter,  but  for  many 
3^ears  has  not  been  able  to  work  at  this  occupation. 
In  Ionia  County,  in  1863,  he  was  united  in  mar- 
riage with  Miss  Zillah  Rogers,  a  native  of  Wiscon- 
sin. Three  children  came  to  bless  their  union,  one 
of  whom,  Guy,  died  at  the  age  of  eight  months. 
Nellie  May,  the  elder  daughter,  is  the  wife  of  John 
A.  Rogers,  a  resident  of  Manistee  and  employed  in 
our  subject's  store.  Myrtle  Blanche,  the  younger 
daughter,  married  Frank  W.  Smith,  foreman  in  the 
office  of  the  Daily  JSlews  of  Manistee. 

As  above  stated,  Mr.  Albro  is  one  of  the  men 
who  in  our  country's  hour  of  peril  responded 
bravely  to  her  call  for  aid.  He  enlisted  February 
18,  1862,  as  a  member  of  Company  I,  First  United 
States  Sharpshooters,  under  Colonel  Berdan.  This 
was  a  picked  regiment,  each  member  being  required 
to  pass  a  test  in  marksmanship  before  being  accept- 
ed. The  regiment  was  organized  and  equipped 
with  a  view  to  using  the  men  more  especially  as 
skirmishers  and  flankers,  and  in  picking  off  cannon- 
eers, thus  silencing  batteries  which  otherwise  would 
commit  depredations  on  the  troops. 

The  siege  of  York  town  was  the  first  experience 
of  our  subject  at  the  front.  This  was  during  the 
early  days  of  the  war,  when  neither  the  soldiers  at 
the  front,  nor  their  friends  at  home,  were  as  used 
to  the  carnage  of  battle  as  they  became  later  in 
the  conflict.  Mr.  Albro  had  many  narrow  escapes, 
being  often  singled  out  and  shot  at  by  enemies 
equally  as  well  armed  as  himself.  The  regiment 
was  first  armed  with  Colt's  revolving  rifle,  six- 
shooter,  but  this  weapon,  although  accurate  and  ef- 
fective, was  unfortunately  dangerous  at  both  ends, 
as  several  cylinders  were  liable  to  discharge  at  once, 
thus  maiming  the  user.  Later  these  w^ere  replaced 
by  Sharp's  breech-loading  rifle,  which  was  entirely 
new  at  that  time.  After  nine  months  in  the  sharp- 
shooter service,  Mr.  Albro  was  disabled  and  dis- 
charged. As  a  partial  compensation  for  injuries 
received  in  the  service  he  is  in  receipt  of  a  pension 
from  the  Government. 

In  1888  Mr.  Albro  opened  a  store  on  Fifth  Av- 
enue, and  here  he  carries  a  full  assortment  of  staple 
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and  fancy  groceries,  provisions,  canned  goods,  etc. 
Socially  he  holds  membership  in  James  F.  Mc- 
Ginley  Post  No.  201,  G.  A.  R.,  in  Manistee. 
Though  not  zealous  in  his  partisanship,  he  never- 
theless is  always  read}^  to  support  Republican  prin- 
ciples, believing  that  protection  of  home  industries 
is  needed  for  the  best  interests  of  our  people.  With 
his  family  he  holds  membership  in  the  Methodist 
Episcopal  Church.  As  a  business  man  he  is  reli- 
able, and  has  gained  the  confidence  of  his  custom- 
ers; as  a  citizen  he  is  loyal,  and  proved  his  patriot- 
ism at  a  time  when  it  was  most  greatly  needed; 
and  as  a  Christian  it  has  been  his  aim  so  to  live  as 
to  prove  the  sincerity  of  his  religious  belief. 


-=e^4^#-= 


/^ARROLL  E.  MILLER,  M.  D.,  located  in 
^\y  Cadillac  in  1879,  and  is  therefore  num- 
bered among  the  older  physicians  of  Wex- 
ford County.  The  original  representatives  of  the 
Miller  family  came  to  this  country  in  an  early 
day,  and  were  among  the  Puritans  who  settled  in 
New  England.  Through  another  line  the  Doctor 
traces  his  lineage  to  the  famous  Charles  Carroll,  of 
Carrollton,one  of  the  signers  of  the  Declaration  of 
Independence. 

Grandfather  Miller  was  a  sea-captain,  whose  ship 
plied  the  waters  of  many  oceans.  His  two  sons, 
Charles  Carroll  and  Judson  J.,  are  both  ministers 
of  the  Baptist  Church,  the  latter  having  preached 
in  Boston  and  Worcester,  Mass.,  for  thirty  years. 
The  former,  who  was  born  in  Maine,  received  a 
good  academical  education,  and  was  ordained  to 
the  ministry  of  the  Baptist  Church.  About  1853 
he  emigrated  westward  to  Michigan,  and  settled 
in  Grand  Rapids,  where  he  preached  the  Gospel. 
Later  he  held  pastorates  at  Augusta,  Wis.,  and 
Stanton,  Mich.,  and  is  now  located  in  Howell, 
where  he  has  charge  of  the  Baptist  Church.  Po- 
litically he  is  an  active  Republican,  and  has  fre- 
quently "stumped"  the  state  in  the  interest  of  his 


party,  having  spoken  in  nearly  every  town  in  the 
state.  Among  his  warm  personal  friends  he  num- 
bered Zach  Chandler. 

The  mother  of  our  subject,  who  also  survives, 
bore  the  maiden  name  of  Miriam  C,  Dyer,  and  by 
her  marriage  had  four  sons  and  two  daughters, 
Carroll  E.  being  the  eldest  of  the  family.  Frank 
is  an  attorney  in  Montcalm  County,  and  Judson 
is  a  resident  of  Cadillac.  Ashley,  a  Baptist  minis- 
ter and  at  present  a  resident  of  Kalamazoo,  was 
formerly  confidential  clerk  for  the  Grand  Rapids 
Milling  Company,  and  in  their  interest  visited 
England.  Fanny  is  the  wife  of  Frank  Ashley,  of 
Big  Rapids;  and  Jessie,  the  youngest  of  the  family, 
resides  with  her  parents. 

Born  in  Portland,  Me.,  February  1,  1851,  our 
subject  was  a  small  child  when  the  family  settled 
in  Grand  Rapids.  His  education  was  obtained  in 
the  common  and  high  schools  of  that  city,  and  in 
the  State  Agricultural  College  at  Lansing,  from 
which  he  was  graduated  in  1872  with  the  degree 
of  Bachelor  of  Science.  He  taught  school  for  a 
time,  and  for  three  years  was  Superintendent  of 
the  city  schools  of  Neillsville,  Wis.  It  had,  how- 
ever, been  his  ambition  to  become  a  physician,  and 
the  occupation  of  teacher  was  but  a  stepping-stone 
toward  his  final  object.  As  soon  as  able,  he, en- 
tered Rush  Medical  College,  at  Chicago,  m  which 
he  prosecuted  his  studies  with  ardor  until  his 
graduation  in  1879.  He  was  popular  among  his 
fellow-students,  and  served  as  President  of  his 
class.  From  the  beginning  he  paid  his  way  through 
school,  and  while  attending  Rush  College  worked 
in  the  Times  office,  Chicago,  from  two  to  six 
o'clock  every  morning.  As  may  be  inferred,  his 
time  was  fully  occupied,  and  he  had  little  oppor- 
tunity for  rest  or  recreation. 

Since  completing  his  studies  the  Doctor  has  con- 
ducted a  steadily  increasing  practice  in  Cadillac, 
and,  in  addition  to  his  regular  clientage,  he  is 
serving  as  United  States  Examining  Surgeon  for 
the  pension  department,  also  as  assistant  surgeon 
for  the  Grand  Rapids  &  Indiana  Railroad.  His 
marriage,  which  occurred  in  Augusta,  Wis.,  in 
1875,  united  him  with  Miss  Alice  Turner,  a  native 
of  Auburn,  N.  Y.,  and  daughter  of  Rev.  George 
Turner,  a  minister  of  the  Advent  Church  living  iu 
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Chicago.     The    family   consists  of    four  children, 
viz.:  De  Vere,  Jessie,  Judson  and  Miriam. 

While  attending  closely  to  the  duties  of  his 
profession,  the  Doctor  has  found  time  for  the  con- 
sideration of  public  matters.  In  politics  he  is  a 
Republican,  and  has  served  as  a  delegate  to  state 
and  district  conventions;  he  is  also  a  member  of 
the  Board  of  Education.  Socially  lie  is  a  member 
of  the  Delta  Tau  Delta,  the  Royal  Arcanum  and 
the  Knights  of  Pythias,  of  which  latter  organiza- 
tion he  is  Past  Chancellor.  He  is  also  a  Knight- 
Templar  Mason. 


Crx  UGUSTUS  J.  TEED,  a  prominent  and  in- 
/ — \  fluential  citizen  of  Cadillac,  has  made  his 
home  in  this  place  for  about  eighteen 
years.  In  the  spring  of  1879  he  was  elected  Jus- 
tice of  the  Peace,  and  served  as  such  for  four  years 
to  the  satisfaction  of  all.  In  1880  he  was  appointed 
City  Surveyor,  serving  until  the  spring  of  1894. 
In  the  fall  of  1880  he  was  also  chosen  to  be  Sur- 
vej'or  of  Wexford  County,  which  position  he  is 
still  filling.  Prior  to  his  removal  to  this  city  he 
was  County  Surveyor  of  Van  Buren  County  for 
two  years.  The  cause  of  education  finds  in  him  a 
true  friend,  and  he  served  for  three  years  as  a  mem- 
ber of  the  County  Board  of  School  Examiners. 

Joseph  Teed,  the  paternal  grandfather  of  our 
subject,  passed  his  life  in  New  York  State,  where 
he  was  engaged  in  farming.  He  was  a  man  of 
broad  humanitarian  principles.  He  became  the 
father  of  four  children,  and  one  of  his  sons,  Philip 
N.,  likewise  a  native  of  the  Empire  State,  was  the 
father  of  our  subject.  His  wife  was  formerly  Miss 
Sylinda  Brown,  also  born  in  New  York.  In  early 
life  Philip  N.  was  a  carpenter,  but  about  1837  he 
removed  to  Tecumseh,  Mich.,  where  he  continued 
to  follow  his  trade  until  1851,  when  he  removed 
to  a  farm  in  Van  Buren  County;  there  he  lived 
until  his  death,  which  occurred  January  20,  1893, 


at  the  age  of  eighty-two  years.  His  wife  died  seven 
years  previously,  and,  like  her  husband,  was  a  de- 
voted member  of  the  Methodist  Church.  For  many 
years  he  was  Township  Supervisor  and  held  other 
local  offices.  He  was  an  ardent  supporter  of  the 
Union  cause,  and  sent  two  sons  to  the  defense  of 
the  Stars  and  Stripes.  He  was  a  man  of  great  force 
of  character  and  high  principles  in  every  depart- 
ment of  life,  whether  of  politics,  religion  or  busi- 
ness. He  was  one  of  five  children,  and  as  his  mother 
died  when  he  was  only  eight  years  old,  the  care  of 
the  others  fell  on  the  shoulders  of  the  eldest  sister, 
Phoebe,  who  died  in  1891,  having  nearly  completed 
her  ninetieth  year. 

In  a  family  numbering  five  children,  two  sons 
and  three  daughters,  our  subject  is  the  fourth  in 
order  of  birth.  His  only  brother  is  Lowell  C. 
Caroline,  the  eldest  sister,  is  the  widow  of  H.  H. 
Hill;  and  Matilda,  the  other  surviving  sister,  is  the 
wife  of  H.  B.  Wilson.  The  birth  of  Augustus  J. 
Teed  occurred  in  Tecumseh,  this  state,  September 
16,  1844.  He  was  reared  in  Van  Buren  County 
and  attended  the  district  schools  of  Almena  Town- 
ship. He  continued  to  live  under  the  parental 
roof  until  he  was  twenty  years  of  age. 

In  1864  Mr.  Teed  enlisted  in  the  United  States 
navy  and  served  for  six  months  on  the  Govern- 
ment steamship  '* Argosy."  After  the  close  of  the 
war  he  attended  the  Baptist  College  in  Kalamazoo, 
Mich.,  and  graduated  from  the  classical  course  in 
1871.  He  then  began  teaching,  and  followed  that 
profession  for  several  years,  or  until  failing  health 
compelled  him  to  seek  another  field  of  work.  Dur- 
ing this  period  he  was  Professor  of  Mathematics  in 
Kalamazoo  College,  and  held  a  similar  position  in 
Franklin  College,  Ind. 

October  23,  1875,  Mr.  Teed  married  Miss 
Letta,  daughter  of  Bezaleel  and  Alma  (Cleveland) 
Edson.  Two  sons  have  been  born  of  their  union, 
namely:  Delmar  E.  and  Lester  E.  Mr.  and  Mrs. 
Teed  and  their  sons  are  members  of  the  Baptist 
Church.  The  former  is  a  Deacon  in  the  congrega- 
tion, and  also  one  of  the  Trustees  and  Church 
Clerk. 

At  all  times  Mr.  Teed  has  been  a  true  patriot  and 
a  good  citizen.  He  is  now  a  member  of  the  Grand 
Army  of  the  Republic,  and  in  political  faith  is  af- 
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filiated  with  tlie  Republican  party.  He  also  be- 
longs to  the  Royal  Aicanum.  He  owns  a  good 
residence  and  business  property  in  Cadillac  and  has 
wrought  out  his  own  prosperity  by  years  of  indus- 
trious and  well  directed  effort.  His  maternal 
grandfather,  Joseph  Brown,  was  a  native  of  Mas- 
sachusetts. His  home  was  in  western  New  York 
in  his  later  years,  but  his  death  occurred  in  this 
state,  while  on  a  visit  to  his  daughter,  Mrs.  Teed. 
He  was  a  soldier  in  the  War  of  1812,  and  by  trade 
was  a  clothier.  He  was  very  strict  in  his  religious 
views,  and  for  years  was  a  Deacon  in  the  Presby- 
terian Church. 


^^^e^-#"S 
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T7>  DWARD  BUCKLEY.  Whoever  labors  to 
r  C)  secure  the  development  of  his  country, 
striving  to  bring  out  its  latent  resources; 
who  is  devoted  to  the  general  welfare  of  the  peo- 
ple; who  seeks  to  promote  the  cause  of  justice  and 
morality,  and  to  advance  our  civilization  through 
educational,  religious,  professional  or  commercial 
channels,  becomes  a  public  benefactor,  and  one 
worthy  of  special  mention  on  the  pages  of  history. 

Such  are  the  character  and  record  of  Edw^ard 
Buckle}^,  who  has  been  identified  with  the  business 
interests  of  Manistee  since  the  spring  of  1867.  As 
President  of  the  Manistee  &  Northeastern  Railroad 
he  has  become  widely  known  throughout  Michi- 
gan. However,  it  is  not  alone  his  prominence  in 
railroad  circles  that  entitles  him  to  mention  in 
this  volume,  but  his  valor  as  a  soldier,  his  enter- 
prise as  a  business  man,  his  progressive  spirit  as  a 
citizen,  and  his  fidelity  as  a  friend.  He  is  a  wealthy 
and  successful  man,  but  has  had  his  share  of  re- 
verses, and  knows  how  to  sympathize  with  those 
who,  in  spite  of  their  industry  and  perseverance, 
are  defeated  in  their  endeavors  to  gain  prosperity. 

A  native  of  England,  Mr.  Buckley  was  born  in 
Bideford,  Devonshire,  August  8,  1842.  He  was  a 
child  of  four  years  when  taken   by  his  parents  to 


Montreal,  Canada,  remaining  there  until  1847. 
The  following  seven  years  were  passed  in  Toronto, 
and  during  the  residence  of  the  family  in  that  city 
his  father  died,  having  been  an  invalid  for  six 
years  prior  to  his  demise.  The  widowed  mother 
then  became  the  sole  support  of  the  little  family, 
and  nobly  did  she  discharge  the  trust  reposed  in 
her,  rearing  her  children  for  positions  of  useful- 
ness and  honor.  She  still  lives  and  makes  her 
home  with  her  daughter  Elizabeth,  Mrs.  G.  M. 
Wing,  of  Manistee. 

In  1854  the  family  removed  to  Sheboygan,  Wis., 
and  two  years  later  Edward  went  to  Milwaukee 
and  became  a  student  in  a  business  college  at  that 
place.  On  completing  his  studies  he  learned  the 
trade  of  a  tinsmith,  and  was  thus  engaged  when 
the  war  broke  out.  He  was  intensely  loyal  to  his 
adopted  country,  and,  impelled  b}^  this  spirit  of 
patriotism,  he  enlisted,  August  5,  1862,  as  a  mem- 
ber of  the  Twenty-fourth  Wisconsin  Infantry. 
One  month  later  he  joined  Sheridan's  division  of 
the  Twentieth  Army  Corps.  Among  the  engage- 
ments in  which  he  participated  were  those  at  Per- 
ry ville.  Stone  River,  Chickamauga  and  Mission- 
ary Ridge,  the  latter  under  command  of  General 
Grant.  The  winter  of  1863-64  was  spent  in  camp 
at  Knoxville,  and  in  the  spring  the  regiment  took 
part  in  the  Atlanta  campaign,  being  under  almost 
constant  fire  every  day  for  three  months  or  more. 
Among  the  battles  of  this  campaign  were  those  of 
Buzzard's  Roost,  Resaca,  Altoona,  Kenesaw  Moun- 
tain, Peach  Tree  Creek,  and  the  sieges  of  Atlanta 
and  Jonesborough. 

About  this  time  the  corps  was  sent  back  to  Pu- 
laski, Tenn.,  in  order  to  check  the  advances  of 
Hood.  They  fought  in  the  battle  of  Spring  Hill, 
and  at  Franklin  took  part  in  one  of  the  most 
fierce  and  sanguinary  engagements  of  the  entire 
war.  At  Nashville,  seven  days  later,  they  practi- 
cally annihilated  Hood's  army.  The  winter  of 
1864-65  was  spent  at  Huntsville,  Ala.,  the  active 
campaign  beginning  again  as  soon  as  the  weather 
permitted.  The  regiment  served  until  the  close  of 
the  war,  and  its  record  is  one  of  which  every  sur- 
viving member  should  be  very  proud.  In  July, 
1865,  they  were  honorably  discharged  and*  left 
Nashville  for  their  several  homes.     Mr.  Buckley 
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was  with  his  regiment  from  the  day  of  his  enlist- 
ment until  mustered  out,  and  took  part  in  every 
engagement,  but  fortunately  escaped  uninjured, 
with  the  exception  of  a  slight  wound  received  at 
Kenesaw  Mountain. 

On  his  return  North  Mr.  Buckley  resumed  work 
at  his  trade,  and  was  in  the  emplo}^  of  the  Chicago, 
Milwaukee  &  St.  Paul  Railroad  Company  until  the 
spring  of  1867,  when  he  came  to  Manistee  under 
an  engagement  with  a  hardware  firm.  Shortl}^ 
afterward  he  embarked  in  business  for  himself. 
In  this  for  some  time  he  met  with  the  most  flat- 
tering success,  but  the  panic  of  1873  drove  him, 
with  many  others,  to  the  wall.  Undaunted  by  this 
misfortune,  he  commenced  in  the  lumber  business, 
and  this  he  has  since  carried  on.  In  1879  he 
formed  a  partnership  with  William  Douglas,  under 
the  firm  title  of  Buckley  &  Douglas. 

The  firm  in  1886  purchased  the  extensive  mill 
property  and  pine  lands  of  Ruddick,  Nettall  & 
Co.  The  mill  was  situated  in  Manistee,  and  in  it 
they  invested  $100,000.  It  now  has  a  capacity  of 
two  hundred  thousand  feet  of  logs  per  day;  and 
also  cuts  large  amounts  of  heavy  timber,  for  which 
there  is  a  great  demand  from  abroad.  They  were 
among  the  first  firms  who  adopted  the  plan  of 
building  railroads  for  bringing  in  the  logs,  their 
first  road  being  built  in  1879.  They  are  now  the 
sole  owners  of  the  Manistee  cfe  Northeastern  Rail- 
road, of  which  more  complete  mention  is  made  on 
another  page  of  this  volume. 

In  the  pine  lands  of  Michigan  and  Minnesota 
Mr.  Buckley  owns  large  undivided  interests,  and 
his  real-estate  possessions  represent  considerable 
money.  His  attention  has  been  given  to  his  busi- 
ness so  closely  as  to  exclude  other  matters,  and  he 
has  always  refused  official  honors.  He  is  an  at- 
tendant at  the  Unitarian  Church,  and  inclines  to 
that  faith.  In  the  Masonic  fraternity  he  has  re- 
ceived all  the  degrees  to  the  Thirty-second,  and  has 
held  offices  in  the  Royal  Arch,  Council  and  Com- 
mandery.  In  politics  he  is  recognized  as  one  of 
the  leading  Republicans  of  the  state. 

In  1886  Mr.  Buckley  was  bereaved  by  the  loss 
of  his  wife,  a  most  estimable  and  accomplished 
lady,  a  leader  in  society,  and  one  beloved  by  a 
large  circle  of  acquaintances.     She  bore  the  maiden 


name  of  Mary  D.  Ruggles,  and  was  a  native  of 
Maine.  On  the  24th  of  October,  1874,  she  became 
the  wife  of  Mr.  Buckley,  and  their  wedded  life 
was  one  of  happiness  until  the  bond  was  severed 
by  death.  She  passed  away  in  New  York  City,  in 
March,  1886,  mourned  by  the  many  friends  to 
whom  her  noble  qualities  of  heart  and  intellect  had 
endeared  her.  In  March,  1894,  Mr.  Buckley  mar- 
ried Miss  J.  Slone,  of  Thomasville,  Ga.,  and  to 
them  has  been  born  a  daughter,  Virginia. 


^^^ 


JOHN  H.  PLETT,  a  worthy  German- American 
citizen  of  Cadillac,  is  proprietor  of  a  meat- 
market,  and  numbers  among  his  customers 
many  of  the  leading  families  of  the  place. 
He  is  always  courteous  and  accommodating,  and 
as  he  keeps  only  the  best  qualities  of  meats,  enjoys 
a  lucrative  trade.  He  is  a  man  of  good  business 
ability,  and  as  the  result  of  his  industry  is  the 
owner  of  one  hundred  and  sixty  acres  of  timber- 
land,  and  a  farm  comprising  forty-six  acres  near 
the  city  limits,  in  addition  to  his  own  residence 
and  business  property. 

The  birth  of  our  subject  occurred  in  the  prov- 
ince of  Schleswig-Holstein,  Germany,  September 
18,  1854.  His  parents  were  Jurgen  Frederick  and 
Marie  Anna  (Luth)  Plett,  who  were  likewise  na- 
tives of  the  Fatherland.  They  had  but  two  chil- 
dren, Hans  Jurgen  (now  called  Fred)  and  John  H. 
The  father  was  a  gardener  for  many  years,  and 
died  in  Germany  in  the  year  1892,  at  the  good  old 
age  of  eighty  years.  His  wife,  who  was  born  in 
1823,  is  still  living  at  her  old  home  in  Germany, 
and  is  a  member  of  the  German  Lutheran  Church, 
to  which  her  husband  also  belonged.  Her  father, 
John  Luth,  was  born  in  1795,  in  Germany,  and 
died  in  1889.  He  was  a  tailor  by  trade,  and  for  a 
number  of  j-ears  was  a  soldier  in  the  German  army, 
participating  in  the  wars  of  his  country.  Relig- 
iously he  was  a  Lutheran.     Frederick  Plett,  the 
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paternal  grandfather  of  our  subject,  died  in  Ger- 
many at  an  advanced  age,  after  leading  an  active 
life  as  a  farmer.  His  family  consisted  of  two  sons 
and  two  daughters. 

The  boyhood  and  youth  of  John  H.  Plett  were 
passed  in  the  country  of  his  birth.  He  received  a 
good  common-school  education,  and  early  became 
possessed  of  the  idea  of  emigrating  to  the  United 
States.  When  in  his  twentieth  year,  he  set  sail  for 
America,  and  located  in  Grand  Rapids,  Mich., 
where  he  was  engaged  in  the  butchering  business 
until  1876,  In  that  year  he  came  to  Cadillac,  and 
has  since  been  engaged  in  business  here.  The  first 
year  after  his  arrival  he  was  employed  at  a  fixed 
salary  and  managed  to  lay  aside  a  considerable 
sum,  which  proved  the  capital  for  his  future  es- 
tablishment. 

February  28,  1880,  Mr.  Plett  was  married  to 
Mrs.  Amelia  Anderson.  She  is  a  daughter  of 
Johan  Andrew  and  Annie  (Munstatter)  Colson. 
Mr.  and  Mrs.  Plett  have  become  the  parents  of  six 
children,  two  sons  and  four  daughters,  who  are 
as  follows  in  order  of  birth:  Agnes  Mary,  May 
Caroline,  Alvena  M.,  Walter  F.,  Gladys  H.  and 
John  George. 

Mr.  Plett  is  identified  with  the  Odd  Fellows'  so- 
ciety, belonging  to  Viola  Lodge  No.  259,  and  to 
Cadillac  Encampment  No.  93.  He  is  also  con- 
nected with  the  Grand  Rapids  Arbeiter  Unterstutz 
Verein.  In  company  with  his  wife,  he  attends  the 
Lutheran  Church,  in  the  faith  of  which  he  was 
reared,  but  is  not  a  member  of  the  congregation. 


F 


REDERICK  R.  B.  PFEFFERKORN,  a  lead- 
ing druggist  and  pharmacist  of  Manistee, 
has  a  well  equipped  store  at  No.  320  First 
Street.  He  is  an  enterprising  young  business  man, 
but  though  young  in  years  possesses  the  character- 
istics which  lead  to  success,  and  has  already  mani- 
fested good  financial  ability. 

The  birth  of  our  subject  occurred  in  Dresden, 


Saxony,  April  27,  1866.  He  received  a  liberal 
education,  attending  the  local  schools  from  his 
fifth  until  his  twelfth  year,  and  from  that  time  un- 
til his  sixteenth  year  was  a  student  in  the  Dresden 
High  School.  He  was  very  fond  of  chemistry,  and 
had  practical  training  in  a  drug  store  during  a 
period  of  about  three  years.  In  1883  he  emigrated 
to  the  United  States,  and  for  six  months  resided 
in  Chicago.  From  there  he  went  to  Milwaukee, 
where  he  obtained  a  clerkship  in  a  drug  store.  In 
1884  he  passed  the  pharmacist's  examination  at 
Madison,  Wis.,  and  returned  to  his  former  em- 
ployer bearing  the  added  honor  and  usefulness  of 
a  licensed  prescription  druggist.  He  continued  to 
live  in  Milwaukee  for  a  year  and  a-half  longer. 
While  in  Chicago  he  had  spent  every  leisure  mo- 
ment in  studying  the  English  language,  with 
which  he  then  made  his  first  acquaintance.  His 
examination  was  altogether  in  English,  yet  he  re- 
ceived the  mark  of  "Perfect." 

It  was  in  June,  1885,  that  Mr.  Pfefiferkorn  came 
to  Manistee.  He  was  soon  given  employment  with 
Dr.  J.  Kinsley  as  a  prescription  clerk  in  his  drug 
store,  and  served  in  that  capacity  faithfully  for 
nine  years.  In  the  summer  of  1894  he  opened  his 
store,  which  he  is  still  conducting. 

During  the  World's  Columbian  Exposition  in 
Chicago,  our  subject  was  favored  with  a  visit  from 
his  mother,  Mrs.  Emma  Bergmann.  She  came  to  see 
the  White  City,  and  to  pass  some  time  with  rela- 
tives. After  a  pleasant  stay,  covering  some  four 
months,  she  returned  to  her  native  land,  and  soon 
after  passed  to  her  final  rest.  The  father,  Ernst  B. 
Pfefferkorn,  died  in  1877,  from  the  effects  of  ex- 
posure during  the  Franco-German  War,  in  which 
he  participated.  He  had  only  two  children,  one  of 
whom  died  in  infancy. 

February  9,  1888,  occurred  the  marriage  of  our 
subject  and  Miss  Isabella,  daughter  of  Henry 
Doelle,  a  retired  merchant  of  this  city.  The  lady 
was  born  in  the  Badger  State,  July  8,  1863,  and  was 
educated  at  Green  Ba}^,  Wis.  The  young  couple 
have  a  little  son,  Ernst  H.  C.,born  August  3, 1894. 
The  parents  are  members  of  the  German  Catholic 
Church  of  this  city,  and  are  held  in  the  highest  re- 
spect by  all  who  have  the  pleasure  of  their  ac- 
quaintance.    The  success  which  our  worthy  subject 
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has  achieved  is  due  to  his  industrious  and  eco- 
nomical habits,  for  by  these  means  he  managed  to 
lay  aside  a  portion  of  his  earnings  regularly,  and, 
with  some  aid  given  him  by  his  mother,  was  able 
to  establish  his  present  business. 


=^^>^^<^^- 


©HARLES  SECOR,  a  pioneer  lumberman  of 
Manistee,  was  born  in  Blenheim,  Schoharie 
County,  N.  Y.,  January  5,  1832,  being  the 
son  of  Thomas  W.  and  Clarissa  (Desbro)  Secor. 
The  family  is  of  direct  English  descent  and  remote 
French  ancestry.  When  he  was  fourteen  years  of 
age  his  parents  settled  in  Racine,  Wis.,  where  his 
father  resumed  the  occupation  of  a  lumberman. 
In  1848  he  came  to  Michigan  and  secured  the  first 
Government  land  entered  in  Free  Soil  Township, 
Mason  County.  At  that  time  there  was  a  mill  at 
Ludington,  and  Charles  Mears  had  a  mill  at  Lin- 
coln. 

Settling  one  mile  from  the  shores  of  Lake  Mich- 
igan, Thomas  W.  Secor  embarked  in  the  manu- 
facture of  shingles,  making  them  by  hand,  and  also 
shipping  shingle-bolts  for  manufacturers  at  Racine. 
Under  him  there  were  twenty  men,  who  were  ac- 
customed to  getting  out  the  stock  in  the  winter, 
and  in  the  spring  shipping  it  to  Racine.  After 
continuing  this  work  for  two  winters  he  aban- 
doned the  occupation  in  Michigan  and  established 
his  permanent  home  in  Racine,  where  he  engaged 
in  farming  until  his  death,  the  result  of  heart  dis- 
ease, at  the  age  of  sixty-four  years. 

The  second  year  that  Mr.  Secor  was  interested 
in  lumbering  in  Michigan,  his  son  Charles  assisted 
him.  The  latter,  then  a  youth  of  eighteen,  oper- 
ated on  this  side,  and  spent  the  winter  driving  a 
team  and  hauling  shingle-bolts  to  the  lake  shore, 
where  they  were  piled  ready  for  shipment  in  the 
spring.  In  the  summer  of  1850  he  and  his  brother, 
Edwin  W.,  returned  to  this  shore,  and,  going  up 
the  Manistee  River  twelve  miles,  Charles  bought 
eighty  acres  of  Government  land  at  $1.15  per  acre. 


At  that  time  John  Dixon,  Stephen  Smith,  German 
Thompson  and  Roswell  Canfield  were  operating 
here.  Canfield  owned  a  mill  standing  on  the 
channel  where  the  mill  of  John  Canfield  now^ 
stands,  and  Smith  had  a  small  mill  on  Lake  Mams- 
tee,  where  the  Eureka  Mill  at  present  stands.  The 
Stronachs  had  a  mill  above  the  head  of  Manistee 
Lake,  where  the}^  had  a  dam  and  water-power. 
The  river  connecting  Manistee  Lake  with  Lake 
Michigan  was  so  shallow  that  nearly  all  loading 
was  done  outside  before  any  improvements  had 
been  made  on  the  entrance  to  the  river. 

Our  subject  and  his  brother  at  once  began  to 
cut  logs  and  put  them  into  the  river,  employing 
ten  or  fifteen  men  in  the  work.  The  logs  were  set 
adrift  and  floated  down  to  Canfield's  Mill,  where 
they  were  sold  at  $4.50  per  thousand.  The  latter 
mill,  usually  known  as  the  "Muley  Sawmill,''  had 
two  saws  operating  night  and  day,  cutting  about 
twelve  thousand  feet  of  lumber  per  day  and  oper- 
ating by  steam.  Charles  and  his  brother  continued 
this  line  of  lumbering  for  six  years  together,  after 
which  the  brother  worked  alone  until  his  death, 
about  twenty  years  ago.  His  home  was  on  a  farm 
south  of  Manistee,  lying  on  the  lake  shore,  and 
there  he  remained  until  his  demise.  His  widow, 
Harriet  (Stevens)  Secor,  still  lives  m  Manistee, 
where  some  of  his  children  also  reside. 

Leaving  the  lumber  business  after  having  been 
in  partnership  with  his  brother  for  six  years,  our 
subject  engaged  in  the  mercantile  business  in  Man- 
istee for  seven  years.  In  1864  he  opened  the  sec- 
ond banking  house  in  the  place,  the  firm  name  be- 
ing Charles  Secor  &  Co.  On  the  corner  of  River 
and  Oak  Streets  he  erected  a  brick  building,  the  first 
structure  of  the  kind  in  the  city,  and  this  he  util- 
ized for  his  bank.  His  partner  in  the  business  was 
William  Dunham,  and  later  his  brother,  David  Se- 
cor, was  taken  into  the  firm.  An  extensive  bank- 
ing business  was  conducted  until  1876,  when  the 
bank  was  discontinued  through  general  depression 
in  financial  circles. 

For  some  years  Mr.  Secor  served  as  Under-Sher- 
iff,  and  from  1868  to  1872  filled  the  position  of 
Sheriff.  Prior  to  this  he  had  been  County,  and 
later,  City  Treasurer.  For  a  period  of  six  years 
he  was  Superintendent  of  the  Poor,  filling  that 
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position  at  the  time  the  county  farm  was  pur- 
chased and  the  first  house  built  thereon.  His  lum- 
ber operations  were  continued  for  bome  time,  and 
he  supplied  with  logs  the  Green  Bros.'  Mills,  that 
stood  on  the  present  site  of  the  First  National 
Bank.  The  hard  times  incident  to  the  panic  of 
1873  closed  the  bank  in  1876,  and  crippled  him  in 
every  line  of  business.  Though  circumstances 
were  very  unfavorable,  he  did  not  grow  discour- 
aged, but  continued  with  undiminished  energy. 
Under  the  firm  name  of  Filer  &  Secor  he  put  in 
logs  and  went  up  the  Manistee  River  about  one 
hundred  miles,  continuing  for  three  years  to  fur- 
nish and  fill  contracts  for  Filer's  Mill.  In  this 
work  he  employed  twenty  men,  and  to  it  he  gave 
the  closest  attention.  His  personal  credit  had  not 
been  injured  by  the  panic,  and  he  was  able  to  carry 
out  his  contracts.  In  that  way  he  secured  another 
start. 

The  next  enterprise  in  which  Mr.  Secor  engaged 
was  as  a  member  of  the  firm  of  Stokey,  Nelson  & 
Secor, in  the  manufacture  of  lumber  and  shingles, 
their  mill  standing  on  Lake  Manistee.  During  the 
three  years  in  which  this  business  was  continued, 
the  results  were  fair.  He  then  organized  the  Onek- 
ama  Lumber  Company  at  Onekama,  his  associ- 
ates being  T.  J.  Ramsdell,  A.  W.  Farr  and  Marvin 
P'arr.  The  old  Farr  Mill,  that  had  come  into  the 
hands  of  the  company,  was  rebuilt,  and  Mr.  Secor 
was  its  manager  for  eleven  3^ears. 

Under  the  name  of  Maxted  &  Secor,  our  subject 
is  now  a  member  of  the  City  Planing-mill  Com- 
pany, which  has  a  plant  devoted  to  a  general  cus- 
tom business.  They  have  also  taken  up  house 
contracting,  of  which  line  Mr.  Maxted  has  hitherto 
made  a  specialty.  Mr,  Secor  devotes  his  attention 
largely  to  handling  real  estate  in  farm  and  timber 
lands  in  the  northern  part  of  the  count}^,  and  has 
for  sale  considerable  land  well  adapted  for  farm- 
ing.    Politically  he  is  a  Republican. 

In  September,  1858,  on  Mackinaw  Island,  Mich., 
Mr.  Secor  married  Miss  Maria  Johnston,  who  was 
born  there,  her  father  having  been  a  lawyer  in  the 
town  of  that  name.  Her  mother,  Susan,  still  sur- 
vives, her  home  being  with  Mrs.  Secor.  Five 
daughters  comprise  the  family  of  our  subject  and 
his  wife.     The  eldest,  Marion,  is  the  widow  of  A. 


O.  Ward,  and  with  her  only  child,  Harold,  makes 
her  home  with  her  father.  Nellie  is  the  wife  of 
John  F.  Burnliam,  a  real-estate  dealer  and  brick 
manufacturer  of  Milwaukee.  Cora,  formerly  the 
wife  of  Ward  Leonard,  died  of  consumption  in 
1892.  Clarissa,  who  is  a  graduate  of  the  high 
school,  has  been  a  teacher  in  this  city  for  five  years. 
Eva,  also  a  graduate  of  the  high  school,  resides  with 
her  parents.  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Secor  are  members  of 
the  Congregational  Church  and  are  active  in  re- 
ligious affairs,  contributing  largely  to  the  erection 
of  the  church  and  maintaining  a  deep  interest  in 
its  welfare.  For  thirty  years  they  have  lived  on 
the  corner  of  Plrst  and  Oak  Streets.  In  the  fire  of 
1871  their  residence  w^as  destroyed.  It  was  a  frame 
structure,  and  shortly  after  Mr.  Secor  built  his 
present  commodious  brick  residence. 


^^^^[ 


KENT  B.  PIERCE.  The  family  to  which 
this  well  known  business  man  of  Manistee 
belongs  has  long  been  prominent  in  the 
annals  of  our  country.  It  has  furnished  a  Presi- 
dent to  the  nation,  and  prominent  officials  to  many 
of  the  states.  As  a  rale,  its  members  have  been 
progressive,  shrewd  in  business,  discriminating  in 
judgment,  possessing  talents  far  above  the  aver- 
age, and  being  leaders  in  their  places  of  abode. 

The  Pierce  family  was  established  in  America 
in  1633,  by  Thomas  Pierce,  who  came  hither  from 
England  and  settled  in  Charlestown,  Mass.  From 
him  was  descended  President  Franklin  Pierce, 
whose  grandfather  was  a  brother  of  the  great- 
grandfather of  our  subject.  In  the  early  history 
of  Manistee,  Franklin  B.  Pierce,  an  uncle  of  our 
subject,  was  a  pioneer  and  prominent  man,  but 
afterward  he  removed  to  Ludington,  where  his 
death  occurred.  His  daughter  was  the  wife  of  the 
late  D.  L.  Filer,  from  whom  sprang  the  extensive 
Filer  family  of  Manistee.  Newton  B,  Pierce,  a 
cousin  of  our  subject,  is  the  present  State  Ento- 
mologist of  California,  and  has  published  a  great 
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deal  of  valuable  information  concerning  his  special 
subject. 

From  the  above  it  will  be  seen  that  for  several 
generations  the  Pierce  family  has  borne  an  hon- 
orable part  in  the  development  and  progress  of 
our  country.  The  parents  of  our  subject,  George  B. 
and  Mary  (Britton)  Pierce,  were  natives,  respect- 
ively, of  New  Hampshire  and  Ohio.  The  father 
died  in  Pleasanton,  Manistee  County,  Mich.  The 
mother,  who  is  still  living,  makes  her  home  in 
Chippewa  Falls,  Wis.,  and  with  her  resides  her 
younger  son, Paul.  Her  elder  daughter,  Mrs.  Mary 
Bish,  also  resides  in  that  city.  Our  subject  is  the 
second  in  order  of  birth,  and  his  younger  sister, 
Miss  Jessie,  makes  her  home  in  his  family.  Two 
brothers  are  deceased,  one  of  whom,  Winslow  B., 
died  at  the  age  of  about  twenty-nine  years.  He 
was  a  namesake  of  his  uncle,  the  noted  Dr.  Wins- 
low  B.  Pierce,  late  of  Indianapolis,  who  married 
a  sister  of  Thomas  A.  Hendricks,  late  Vice-Presi- 
dent. 

The  subject  of  this  sketch  was  born  in  Independ- 
ence, Ohio,  June  7,  1863.  His  education  was  re- 
ceived in  Pleasanton,  Mich.,  and  in  the  Valparaiso 
(Ind.)  State  Normal  School,  where  he  took  a  special 
course  in  music.  On  the  8th  of  October,  1891,  he 
married  Miss  Bessie,  daughter  of  L.  S.  Marvin,  of 
Frankfort,  Mich.,  where  she  was  born.  She  was 
educated  in  that  city  and  in  Ypsilanti,  Mich.,  and 
IS  an  accomplished  lady,  being  especially  talented 
as  a  musician. 

In  his  political  views  Mr.  Pierce  is  a  Republican. 
However,  he  has  little  time  to  devote  to  public  af- 
fairs, his  attention  being  devoted  mainlj^  to  his  ex- 
tensive business  interests.  He  is  the  proprietor  of 
the  principal  music  house  in  Manistee.  This  is 
situated  on  River  Street,  and  contains  a  full  line 
of  musical  instruments  and  supplies.  He  makes  a 
specialty  of  the  Bradbury  Piano,  though  he  han- 
dles an  extensive  line  of  other  first-class  instru- 
ments. In  organs  he  also  has  a  large  and  fine  as- 
sortment, including  the  "Moline"  and  "Chicago 
Cottage."  Besides  keeping  on  hand  a  full  line  of 
instruments,  he  also  deals  in  sewing  machines, 
handling,  among  others,  the  renowned  "Standard." 

It  is  about  thirteen  years  since  Mr.  Pierce, 
in  1682,  embarked  in  his  present  business,  opening 


the  store  that  he  has  since  conducted.  *  During 
that  time  his  reputation  as  a  reliable  dealer  and 
upright  man  has  been  established  among  the  peo- 
Xjle  of  the  county,  who  repose  the  utmost  confi- 
dence in  his  judgment  and  place  the  greatest  reli- 
ance on  his  opinion,  especially  in  matters  pertaining 
to  the  profession  in  which  he  is  engaged. 


b<^^^[ 


i^ 


ryv  MIL  CHRISTOPHERSEN,  senior  member 
I  O  of  a  prominent  hardware  firm  of  Manistee, 
is  a  striking  example  of  a  self-made  man. 
About  twenty  years  ago  he  landed  in  the  United 
States  with  only  $20,  and  an  aged  mother  depend- 
ent upon  him  for  support.  He  industriously  set  to 
work,  taking  whatever  offered  at  first,  and  as  the 
years  passed  was  at  length  prospered.  He  pos- 
sessed just  those  qualities  which  are  necessary 
for  a  man  to  succeed  in  any  direction,  and  he  owes 
what  he  has  attained  entirely  to  himself.  In  May, 
1891,  he  opened  a  hardware  stock  at  his  present 
location.  He  carries  a  complete  line  of  shelf  and 
heavy  hardware,  including  stoves  and  all  kinds  of 
farm  machinery.  The  firm  of  Christophersen  & 
Co.  are  exclusive  agents  in  Manistee  and  Mason 
Counties  for  the  Deering  Binders,  and  other  farm 
machinery  manufactured  by  leading  firms. 

A  native  of  Denmark,  our  subject  was  born  in 
Copenhagen,  August  3,  1852.  On  leaving  the  pub- 
lic schools  he  learned  the  carpenter's  and  joiner's 
trade,  at  which  he  was  employed  for  seven  years 
in  his  native  land.  His  father,  James  Christopher- 
sen,  was  a  merchant  in  Copenhagen,  and  died  in 
that  city  in  1871,  leaving  a  wife,  whose  maiden 
name  was  Minnie  Hansen,  and  our  subject.  The 
mother  has  been  a  resident  of  our  subject's  family 
for  many  years,  and  is  still  living. 

The  principal  reason  of  Emil  Christophersen 's 
leaving  his  native  land  was  on  account  of  his  an- 
tipathy to  the  military  system,  which  requires  all 
able-bodied  young  men  to  spend  four  years  in  the 
service.     Ambitious  to  make  a  start  in  life,  and 
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being  inclined  toward  merchandising,  he  desired 
to  lose  no  time,  and  therefore  concluded  to  try  his 
fortunes  m  the  United  States.  Soon  after  setting 
foot  on  the  shores  of  the  New  World,  he  continued 
his  journey  to  Manistee,  and  for  several  years  fol- 
lowing worked  in  lumber-mills  and  at  other  liard 
labor.  He  was  economical  and  industrious,  and  by 
these  means  accumulated  a  sufficient  sum  of  money 
to  enable  him  to  venture  into  business  on  his  own 
account.  For  five  3'ears  he  worked  for  E.  N.  Sail- 
ing, after  which  he  secured  a  position  in  a  hard- 
ware store,  in  order  to  learn  the  business.  After- 
ward he  was  employed  in  a  grocery  store,  and  then 
became  a  partner  in  a  meat-market  concern,  but  at 
the  end  of  three  months  the  store  was  burned  down 
and  as  there  was  no  insurance  it  was  a  complete  loss. 
This  was  in  1881,  and  though  somewhat  discour- 
aged by  losing  his  hard-earned  investment,  he 
commenced  over  again  as  a  clerk  in  the  hardware 
store  of  Russell  &  Ramsdell.  At  the  end  of  three 
years  his  employers  sold  out,  and  then  our  subject 
went  out  on  the  road  as  land  agent  for  the  Chicago, 
Milwaukee  &  St.  Paul  Railroad  Com  pan 3^  His 
business  was  to  conduct  land-seekers  to  the  com- 
pany's farms  in  the  West,  to  locate  settlers,  and  to 
make  sales.  He  was  paid  a  salary  and  a  certain 
per  cent,  on  all  sales  effected.  At  the  end  of  three 
years  he  was  obliged  to  return  home  on  account 
of  sickness  in  his  family.  Soon  afterward  he  was 
employed  by  the  hardware  firm  of  A.  B.  Leonard 
&  Son,  and  was  thus  engaged  until  the  summer  of 
1891.  An  opportunity  presenting  itself,  Mr.  Chris- 
tophersen  then  bought  a  bankrupt  stock,  and 
opened  a  store  on  First  Street,  under  the  present 
firm  name.  The  following  May  the  stock  was 
transferred  to  its  present  location.  During  the 
season  of  activity  for  farming  implements  the  pro- 
prietors have  an  excellent  trade,  and  they  do  a 
large  annual  business. 

In  this  city  Mr.  Christophersen  was  married,  Julj- 
10,  1876,  to  Miss  Annie  Nelson,  a  native  of  Den- 
mark, who  came  to  this  place  with  her  parents  in 
1872.  Four  children  were  born  to  this  union, 
two  of  whom  died  in  infancy.  Nichola^^,  the  eld- 
est, has  been  employed  in  his  father *s  store  for  the 
last  two  years,  and  during  the  winters  has  attend- 
ed the  Manistee  Business  College.     James  is  a  stu- 


dent in  the  public  schools.  The  family  are  mem- 
bers of  the  Danish  Lutheran  Church  of  this  place. 
In  his  political  convictions  our  subject  is  inde- 
pendent, voting  for  men  he  considers  worthy, 
rather  than  for  party  machines.  Socially  he  is  a 
member  of  the  Scandinavian  Society,  and  has  been 
President  of  the  same  for  many  years.  He  is  now 
the  only  one  of  the  original  charter  members  re- 
siding here.  The  societ}^  has  done  much  good  in 
relieving  the  needs  of  unfortunate  members,  and 
has  also  laid  aside  a  goodly  sum  for  future  use. 
A  member  of  the  Danish  Brotherhood  of  America, 
Mr.  Christophersen  is  one  of  the  supreme  oflScers 
of  this  order.  He  is  also  identified  with  the  An- 
cient Order  of  United  Workmen. 


^^I(s)^i^^.^ 


JAMES  E.  SOMERYILLE,  a  member  of  the 
firm  of  Somerville  &  Wood,  is  one  of  the 
enterprising  business  men  of  Manistee.  The 
firm  handles  all  kinds  of  school  and  college 
textbooks,  and  fancy  articles,  wall  paper,  holiday 
goods,  blank  books,  stationery,  etc.  Tiie  business 
was  established  in  1878  by  Mr.  Somerville,  who 
operated  it  alone  until  two  years  ago,  when  Mr. 
Wood  became  a  member  of  the  firm.  They  do  an 
extensive  business,  and  run  two  stores  in  the  city, 
one  being  located  in  the  Engleman  Block  and  car- 
rying similar  goods  in  stock. 

A  native  of  Pontiac,  Mich.,  J.  E.  Somerville  was 
born  March  7,  1855,  and  received  the  main  share 
of  his  education  in  the  public  and  high  schools  of 
Lansing.  His  parents  were  James  and  Margaret  J. 
(Halt)  Somerville.  The  father  was  born  in  the 
northern  part  of  Ireland  in  1824,  and  came  to 
America  in  early  manhood.  The  mother  was  born 
in  New  York  State  in  1831,  and  was  married  in 
this  state.  Of  their  three  children,  Emma  is  the 
wife  of  George  I.  Wood,  who  is  the  junior  mem- 
ber of  the  firm  to  which  our  subject  belongs. 
Frank  is  engaged  in  the  coke  and  coal  business  in 
Chicago.  In  1869  the  parents  removed  from  Lan- 
sing to  Manistee,  where  the  father  died  in  Janu- 
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ary,  1883.  His  wife  is  still  living,  making  her 
home  in  this  city.  James  Somerville,  8r.,  was  a 
minister  in  the  Methodist  Episcopal  Church  for 
many  years,  but  retired,  and  for  ten  years  prior  to 
his  death  was  engaged  in  a  mercantile  business. 
During  the  late  war  he  served  for  three  years,  in 
the  capacity  of  Chaplain,  with  the  Sixth  Michigan 
Cavalry.  From  the  privations  and  exposure  in- 
cident to  army  life  he  incurred  serious  disability, 
from  the  effects  of  which  he  never  fully  recovered, 
and  which  probably  led  to  his  death  a  few  years 
later. 

August  12,  1880,  elames  E.  Somerville  married 
Miss  Jennie  Tux  worth.  She  is  a  native  of  Can- 
ada, and  a  daughter  of  George  and  Ruth  Tux- 
worth,  both  of  whom  are  now  deceased.  She  came 
to  Michigan  with  her  parents  in  childhood,  and 
here  grew  to  maturity,  receiving  her  education  in 
the  mean  time.  Five  children  have  come  to  bless 
the  union  of  our  subject  and  his  estimable  wife, 
two  sons  and  three  daughters,  named  as  follows: 
Harry,  Ruth,  P^lla,  Bessie  and  Arthur. 

In  questions  of  national  importance, Mr.  Somer- 
ville uses  his  vote  for  Republican  candidates  and 
principles.  He  is  a  true  patriot  and  a  good  citi- 
zen, being  interested  in  educational  matters  and 
whatever  tends  to  the  elevation  of  his  fellow-men 
and  to  the  betterment  of  societ\\  By  continued 
and  unremitting  effort  he  has  won  a  competence, 
and  through  his  sterling  and  honorable  methods 
of  doing  business  has  gained  the  respect  and  con- 
fidence of  the  entire  community. 


T7>  DWARD  JOHNSON  is  a  contractor  for 
I^C)  painting  and  house  decorating,  and  the 
manufacturer  of  Johnson's  Mixed  Paints. 
His  business  is  large  and  constantly  increasing,  and 
he  enj03^s  an  enviable  reputation  as  a  skilled  work- 
man, and  one  who  carries  out  to  the  letter  his  con- 
tracts and  agreements.  He  has  finished  most  of 
the  fine  residences  in  Manistee,  as  well  as  in  ad- 
joining towns.     With  the  exception  of  the  years 


1892-93,  when  he  worked  in  Chicago,  he  has  spent 
his  whole  mature  life  in  this  city,  where  his  serv- 
ices are  always  in  great  demand. 

A  native  of  northern  Norway,  Mr.  Johnson  was 
born  June  30,  1856.  He  obtained  the  elements  of 
his  education  in  the  schools  of  the  Fatherland,  and 
since  coming  to  the  United  States  has  finished  his 
studies  in  the  English  tongue.  His  parents  were 
Isaac  and  Annie  Johnson.  The  former  died  in 
Norwa}^,  at  the  age  of  forty-eight  years,  and  his 
widow  subsequent!}^  married  Robert  Johnson,  who, 
though  bearing  the  same  name,  was  not  a  relative 
of  our  subject's  father.  Mrs.  Johnson's  third  mar- 
riage, which  united  her  with  her  present  husband, 
was  celebrated  in  this  city,  where  she  is  still  living. 
At  the  age  of  twelve  years,  or  in  1868,  Edward 
Johnson  accompanied  his  mother  to  the  United 
States,  and  came  direct  to  Manistee.  He  is  an  only 
child,  there  being  no  others  by  his  mother's  suc- 
ceeding unions. 

At  the  age  of  eighteen  years,  Edward  Johnson 
began  serving  an  apprenticeship  to  the  trade  which 
he  has  since  followed,  and  has  steadily  worked  his 
way  upward  from  the  subordinate  position  he 
formerly  occupied,  until  he  is  accounted  one  of 
the  leading  and  influential  citizens  of  this  place. 
In  local  political  affairs  he  is  independent,  but  on 
questions  of  national  importance  he  is  a  straight 
Republican.  For  the  past  year  he  has  been  man- 
ager of  the  Manistee  Opera  House,  receiving  for 
his  service  two  per  cent,  of  the  gross  receipts. 
During  the  busy  season  he  gives  employment  to 
twenty  or  more  hands,  and  in  the  winter  time  re- 
tains some  five  or  six  assistants.  He  makes  a  spe- 
cialty of  the  piano  finish  on  hardwood,  and  excels 
in  his  manner  of  treating  frescoes.  Fraternally 
he  is  identified  with  the  following  organizations: 
the  Knights  of  the  White  Cross,  Knights  of  the 
Maccabees,  Benevolent  Order  of  Elks,  and  the  N. 
F.  F.  He  has  held  various  official  positions  with 
the  latter  organization  and  with  the  Maccabees. 

Mr.  Johnscm  has  been  twice  married.  His  first 
union  was  with  Miss  Sarah  Thompson,  with  whom 
he  lived  for  eight  years,  but  the  marriage  proving 
uncongenial,  a  separation  and  divorce  followed. 
They  were  the  parents  of  three  children,  Albert, 
Jennie  and  Edward,  the  eldest  of  whom  lives  with 
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our  subject,  while  the  others  are  with  their  mother. 
The  present  wife  of  Mr.  Johuson  is  Ida,  daughter 
of  Michael  Brown,  an  early  settler  of  this  city. 
Mrs.  Johnson  is  a  native  of  Manistee,  and  received 
her  education  in  the  public  schools. 


/^^EGRGE  A.  MITCHELL,  deceased.  Al- 
^  T  though  his  residence  in  Northern  Michi- 
gan covered  a  period  of  but  seven  years, 
yet  Mr.  Mitchell  is  remembered  as  one  of  the  most 
influential  and  progressive  citizens  of  this  portion 
of  the  state.  His  name  is  inseparably  associated 
with  the  history  of  the  now  thriving  city  of  Cad- 
illac, of  which  he  was  the  founder  and  the  first 
Mayor.  In  October,  1871,  he  platted  the  village 
then  known  as  Clam  Lake,  but  afterward  incorpo- 
rated as  the  city  of  Cadillac.  With  the  subsequent 
history  of  the  place  he  was  intimately  connected 
until  his  death. 

In  view  of  his  intimate  association  with  the 
early  growth  of  this  city,  it  is  fitting  that  some 
mention  be  made  of  the  life  and  works  of  George 
A.  Mitchell.  The  family  of  which  he  is  a  member 
was  early  represented  in  America,  and  was  one  of 
prominence  in  the  Colonies.  His  mother,  whose 
maiden  name  was  Lydia  Brown,  was  descended 
from  Robert  Barclay,  one  of  the  old  Colonial  gov- 
ernors of  New  Jersey.  His  paternal  grandfather, 
who  was  an  officer  of  militia  during  the  Revolu- 
tionary War,  was  a  man  of  such  prominence  and 
influence  that  British  emissaries  were  sent  for  his 
apprehension,  with  orders  to  take  him  "dead  or 
alive.'' 

The  father  of  our  subject,  Charles  Mitchell,  en- 
gaged in  farming  pursuits,  and  was  a  man  of  great 
industry,  but  accumulated  little  of  this  world's 
goods.  There  were  twelve  children  in  the  family, 
several  of  whom  became  prominent,  and  one,  Will- 
iam, was  elected  to  Congress,  in  1860,  from  Indi- 
ana. George  A.,  who  was  the  youngest  of  the 
children,  was  born  in  Root,  Montgomery  County, 
N.  Y.,  January  8, 1824.  He  remained  on  the  home 
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farm  until  1848,  when  he  went  to  Spraker's  Basin 
and  made  his  home  with  a  merchant  in  that  town. 
In  1850  he  became  a  clerk  in  Canajoharie,  and 
later,  forming  a  partnership  with  Austin  Strong, 
he  built  a  tannery  at  Black  Lake,  N.  Y.  In  1861 
he  disposed  of  his  property  in  New  York  and  re- 
moved to  Indiana,  settling  in  Kendallville. 

At  the  opening  of  the  late  war,  Mr.  Mitchell  was 
appointed,  in  August,  1861,  to  the  position  of 
Paymaster  in  the  arraj^,  with  headquarters  in  St. 
Louis,  Mo.  In  that  responsible  office  his  superior 
business  ability  found  full  scope  for  its  exercise. 
So  thorough  and  methodical  were  his  business 
habits,  so  accurate  were  his  accounts,  and  so  no- 
ticeable his  power  of  organization,  that  he  was 
promoted  to  the  brevet  rank  of  Lieutenant-Colonel. 
During  the  remainder  of  the  war  he  had  entire 
charge  of  the  pay  department  at  Little  Rock,  Ark., 
and  a  part  of  the  time  also  at  Memphis,  with  ad- 
ditional duties  at  Vicksburg.  Frequently  he  had 
charge  of  from  five  to  twenty  subordinate  Pay- 
masters, and  had  millions  of  money  entrusted  to 
his  care.  His  accounts  were  promptly  and  accu- 
rately rendered  to  the  Government,  and  settled 
satisfactorily.  After  the  close  of  the  war,  his  con- 
nection with  the  army  continued  until  June,  1867, 
when  he  was  mustered  out. 

Returning  to  the  pursuits  of  civic  life,  Mr. 
Mitchell  began  in  the  banking  business,  and  was 
also  for  a  time  identified  with  the  building  of  the 
Grand  Rapids  <fe  Indiana  Railroad.  In  1871  he 
purchased  land  at  Clam  Lake  and  platted  a  town, 
before  the  railroad  came,  and  to  this  new  home  he 
brought  his  family  in  1876.  After  coming  here, 
he  made  lumbering  his  principal  business,  and  op- 
erated three  mills,  being  recognized  as  one  of  the 
foremost  lumbermen  of  the  state. 

However,  Mr.  Mitchell  did  not  allow  his  private 
enterprises  to  engross  his  attention  to  the  exclu- 
sion of  public  affairs.  No  one  contributed  more 
than  he  to  the  development  of  the  resources  of 
this  locality,  and  to  the  progress  of  its  material  in- 
terests. So  commendable  was  his  public  spirit 
that  he  is  justly  entitled  to  a  permanent  place  in 
the  regard  of  the  people  and  in  the  annals  of  the 
city.  Either  directly  or  indirectly,  he  was  con- 
nected   with   every   enterprise   conducive  to  the 
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growth  of  Cadillac.  He  built  the  residence  now 
owned  by  W.  W.  Cummer,  whicli  is  the  finest  in 
the  place,  and  he  also  built  the  bank  building.  In 
religious  affairs  he  was  ever  interested.  His  early 
associations  were  with  the  Dutch  Reformed  Church, 
but  after  coming  to  Michigan  he  became  a  regu- 
lar attendant  at  the  services  of  the  Presbyterian 
Church,  and  was  one  of  its  most  liberal  supporters. 
Nor  were  his  benefactions  confined  to  one  church, 
for  he  donated  the  site  upon  which  three  edifices 
were  erected,  the  ground  upon  which  the  public 
school  w^as  built,  and  the  thirty  acres  occupied  by 
the  cemeter}^ 

The  political  affiliations  of  Mr.  Mitchell  were 
with  the  Republican  party,  the  tenets  of  which  he 
upheld  at  all  times.  He  was  the  first  Mayor  of 
Cadillac,  and  served  for  several  terms  as  a  mem- 
ber of  the  School  Board.  At  the  time  of  his  death 
he  was  a  member  of  the  State  Republican  Central 
Committee.  To  the  vital  questions  of  the  age  he 
gave  thoughtful  attention,  and  kept  himself  well 
posted  upon  current  events.  Modest  and  unas- 
suming in  manner,  warm-hearted  and  affectionate 
in  disposition,  shrewd  in  business,  progressive,  en- 
ergetic and  persevering,  he  was  in  many  respects  an 
ideal  business  man  and  citizen,  and  his  death,  Au- 
gust 8,  1878,  was  a  severe  blow  to  the  enterprises 
he  had  supported. 

In  1847  Mr.  Mitchell  married  Miss  Marietta  L. 
Wilkins,  who  was  born  in  Windham,  Greene  Coun- 
ty, N.  Y.,  in  1827,  and  was  one  of  two  children, 
the  other  having  died  when  young.  She  was  five 
years  of  age  when  the  family  removed  to  Scho- 
harie County,  N.  Y.,  and  later  she  removed  with 
them  to  Sprakers,  N.  Y.,  where  she  married.  Her 
father  w^as  for  a  time  engaged  as  a  tanner  of  sole 
leather,  but  later  followed  contracting  on  the  Erie 
Canal.  He  died  in  St.  Louis  in  1864,  and  his  wife, 
the  mother  of  Mrs.  Mitchell,  passed  away  in  Cad- 
illac in  1888.  There  were  four  children  born 
to  the  union  of  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Mitchell:  Sophia, 
wife  of  D.  E.  Mclntyre;  Alvin  W.;  Andrew  Lee, 
a  resident  of  Warsaw,  Wis.;  and  Will  C,  who 
makes  his  home  in  Boon,  Wexford  County,  Mich. 

At  the  time  of  his  demise  the  press  of  Cadillac, 
as  well  as  the  newspapers  of  other  cities,  paid  to 
the  memory  of  Mr.  Mitchell  many  deserved   trib- 


utes. On  the  day  of  the  funeral  business  houses 
were  closed,  and  his  remains  were  borne  to  their 
last  resting-place  followed  by  a  large  concourse  of 
people.  Resolutions  of  respect  were  adopted  by 
the  business  men  of  the  town,  who  alluded  to  him, 
fittingly,  as  not  only  the  founder  of  the  city,  but 
the  one  who  ''gave  life  to  its  enterprises  and  in- 
dustries and  assisted  in  its  rapid  growth  and  de- 
velopment; whose  labors  have  ever  been  unselfishly 
directed  to  the  public  good,  the  advancement  of 
material  prosperity,  and  the  moral  and  social  ele- 
vation of  our  people;  whose  kind  heart  has  in- 
variably responded  to  the  appeals  of  the  needy 
and  afflicted,  and  whose  generous  hand  has  never 
withheld  aid  to  every  charitable  mission  and  every 
movement  for  the  welfare  of  our  city,  which  stands 
to-day  as  a  monument  to  his  untiring  zeal  and 
vigilant  protection.'' 

A  local  paper,  in  summing  up  the  principal  traits 
of  his  character,  says  that  ''As  a  business  man  he 
was  cautious,  yet  enterprising;  forming  his  plans 
with  great  wisdom,  and  carrying  them  out  with 
energy  and  persistence.  The  prosperity  of  our 
town  and  our  remarkable  exemption  from  business 
failure  are  doubtless  due  largely  to  his  prudent 
management  of  his  own  affairs  and  his  strong  in- 
fluence over  other  business  men.  He  was  a  good 
judge  of  human  nature,  not  easily  imposed  on; 
yet  so  generous  was  he  that  he  would  often  em- 
ploy and  help  those  whom  he  could  not  entirely 
trust."  Many  years  have  come  and  gone  since  he 
passed  from  the  scenes  of  former  associations,  but 
his  memory  is  still  green  in  the  hearts  of  those 
who  knew  him,  and  to  whom  he  had  endeared 
himself  by  his  sterling  and  manly  traits  of  char- 
acter. 

0#P '  . 


FRANK    E.    COOPER,   electro-therapeutic, 
whose   office    is  at  No.  367  River  Street, 
Manistee,  located  in  this  city  in  May,  1891, 
and  now  considers  himself  a   permanent  fixture. 
He  has  built  up  a  good  practice,  and  both   he  and 
bis  estimable  wife  have  their  time  fully  employed 
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in  attending  to  the  wants  of  their  numerous  pa- 
tients. The  office  is  supplied  with  all  of  the  nec- 
essary appliances  and  expensive  accoutrements 
used  in  the  electric  system.  No  one  who  has  had 
any  experience  of  this  method  of  healing  has  any 
doubt  as  to  its  superiority  and  efficacy  in  many 
cases  which  are  apparently  bej^ond  the  reach  of 
ordinary  remedies. 

Dr.  Cooper  was  born  August  14,  1854,  in  Wayne 
County,  Mich.  His  parents  were  William  J.  and 
Mary  (Ludlow)  Cooper,  the  former  of  Scotch- 
English,  and  the  latter  of  Irish,  descent.  They  lo- 
cated in  Wayne  County  in  1865,  haying  emigrated 
thence  from  Canada,  where  they  were  married. 
They  were  both  born  in  Europe,  but  came  in  early 
years  to  the  western  continent.  Mr.  Cooper  lo- 
cated upon  a  farm  and  devoted  himself  to  its  cul- 
tivation, meeting  with  good  success. 

In  his  boyhood  Dr.  Cooper  attended  the  public 
school  near  his  home  and  gave  much  of  his  time 
to  assisting  his  father  in  the  work  of  the  farm. 
He  remained  under  the  parental  roof-tree  until  he 
was  about  thirty  years  of  age,  though  supporting 
himself  after  reaching  his  majority.  He  was  then 
for  the  first  interested  in  his  present  field  of  work 
and  made  a  particular  study  of  electricity  and  its 
curative  properties.  In  1884  he  opened  an  office 
for  the  treatment  of  patients  at  East  Saginaw,  and 
from  the  first  met  with  the  earnest  co-operation  of 
his  fellow-citLzens.  P^or  some  time  he  was  in  the 
office  of  Dr.  Gardner,  and  then  went  to  Toledo, 
where  he  became  partner  of  a  physician,  but  re- 
gretted this  step  subsequentl}',  as  it  was  not  to  their 
mutual  benefit.  Dr.  Cooper  at  length  retired  from 
the  firm  and  went  to  Owosso,  Mich.,  where  he 
opened  an  office  on  his  own  account  and  remained 
there  for  some  months.  For  the  past  four  years  he 
has  been  meeting  with  gratifying  success  in  this  cit}^ 
The  method  he  employs  is  general  and  special 
electric  treatments  and  galvanic  baths.  His  wife 
is  thoroughly  schooled  in  the  system  and  in  the 
use  of  the  various  appliances,  and  is  a  valuable 
assistant. 

In  1878  Dr.  Cooper  married  in  Detroit,  Mich., 
Miss  Hannah  Delaney,  a  native  of  Romulus,  Wayne 
County,  Mich.  She  is  a  daughter  of  Hiram  De- 
laney, who  was  a  native  of  New  York  State.     Her 


education  was  completed  in  Detroit,  and  she  is  a 
lady  of  good  attainments  and  general  information. 
The  only  civic  society  with  which  Dr.  Cooper  is 
now  identified  is  the  Odd  Fellows,'  he  being  a 
member  of  Manistee  Lodge  No.  121.  In  his  polit- 
ical views  he  is  a  Republican,  but  does  not  take  an 
active  part  in  party  matters,  as  his  time  is  exclu- 
sively given  to  his  business  affairs. 
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r~y  OL.  EMORY  W.  MUENSCHER  has  made 
\^  J  his  home  in  Manistee  for  the  past  nine 
years,  and  has  been  for  three  years  of  this 
time  City  Engineer.  Nearly  the  whole  of  his  ma- 
ture life  has  been  devoted  to  civil  engineering. 
For  two  years  he  was  assistant  engineer  on  the 
Grand  Rapids  &  Indiana  Railroad,  having  his 
headquarters  at  Grand  Rapids,  and  was  City  En- 
gineer of  that  place  for  seven  years.  He  won  his 
title  by  meritorious  and  gallant  service  during  the 
late  War  of  the  Rebellion,  and  has  always  taken 
great  interest  in  the  Grand  Army  of  the  Republic, 
having  been  Commander  of  James  F.  McGinley 
Post  No.  201,  of  this  city,  for  two  years.  He 
belongs  to  the  American  Society  of  Civil  Engi- 
neers, and  for  two  years  has  been  President  of  the 
Michigan  Engineering  Society.  Except  in  the  line 
of  his  profession,  he  has  never  sought  official  posi- 
tion. In  1885  he  was  Surveyor  of  Kent  County, 
but  on  his  removal  to  this  place  he  was  obliged  to 
tender  his  resignation  on  that  account,  and  in 
1892  was  elected  to  a  similar  position  in  Manistee 
County. 

The  parents  of  Colonel  Muenscher  were  Rev.  Jo- 
seph and  Ruth  (Washburn)  Muenscher.  The  father, 
who  was  a  native  of  Rhode  Island,  born  in  1798, 
died  in  Mt.Vernon,  Ohio,  at  the  age  of  eighty-five 
years.  The  mother  was  a  native  of  Massachusetts, 
having  been  born  in  1802,  and  died  in  the  same 
town  as  did  her  husband  and  only  a  few  weeks 
after  his  demise.    He  was  of  German  descent,  while 
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his  wife  was  of  English  ancestry.  A  man  of  noble 
character  and  true  worth,  he  was  a  life-long  min- 
ister of  the  Episcopal  Church.  To  himself  and 
wife  were  born  seven  children,  only  three  of  whom 
are  still  living.  Charles  H.  is  a  merchant  of  San- 
dusky, Ohio.  The  daughter  who  survived  is  Mrs. 
W.  A.  Young,  of  Montgomery  County,  111.  Dr. 
R.  Percy  Muenscher  was  Assistant  Surgeon  of  the 
Seventy-sixth  Ohio  Infantry,  and  died  while  still 
in  the  service,  at  Helena,  Ark.,  in  1863.  Another 
son,  Joseph  W.,  died  of  cholera  in  1849,  while  nurs- 
ing a  friend,  who  also  died  of  that  dread  disease. 
The  birth  of  Colonel  Muenscher  occurred  at  Fall 
River,  Mass.,  February  6,  1834.  In  1850  he  grad- 
uated from  the  classical  department  of  Kenyon 
College  at  Gambler,  Ohio,  and  later  was  enrolled 
as  a  student  m  the  scientific  department  of  Union 
College  at  Schenectady,  N.  Y.,  from  which  he  was 
graduated  in  1856.  For  the  next  five  years  his 
time  was  employed  in  teaching,  and  in  further  im- 
provement of  his  mind  by  private  study.  On  the 
first  call  for  defenders  of  the  Union,  young  Muen- 
scher enlisted  and  was  appointed  as  Sergeant  of 
Company  B,  of  the  Fourth  Ohio  Infantry.  Before 
his  term  of  service  had  expired  he  was  commis- 
sioned First  Lieutenant  of  the  Thirtieth  Regi- 
ment, which  w^as  enlisted  for  three  years.  In  Au- 
gust, 1862,  the  3"oung  lieutenant  was  promoted 
to  the  rank  of  Captain.  In  January,  1865,  he  be- 
came Lieutenant-Colonel.  The  first  year  of  his 
army  life  was  in  West  Virginia,  under  Generals 
Rosecrans  and  Cox.  After  MacClellan's  defeat  he 
was  transferred  to  eastern  Virginia  to  assist  Pope, 
but  was  soon  returned  to  the  former  branch  of  the 
service,  and  from  there  went  to  Vicksburg,  there 
remaining  until  after  it  was  captured.  He  had  the 
honor  of  commanding  the  troops  that  opened  the 
battle  of  Missionary  Ridge,  and  had  charge  of  his 
regiment  on  the  march  to  the  sea,  being  then  in 
the  Fifteenth  Army  Corps,  once  commanded  by 
General  Logan.  Notwithstanding  the  fact  that 
the  Colonel's  service  was  alwaj's  of  the  most  ag- 
gressive kind,  and  constantly  at  the  front  of  battle, 
he  was  never  wounded  but  once, and  that  time  dur- 
ing the  engagement  at  Antietam.  Among  many 
other  battles  in  which  he  took  part  were  the  follow- 
ing: South  Mountain,  Antietam,  second  battle  of 


Bull  Run,  two  assaults  on  Vicksburg,  Mission  Ridge, 
Dallas,  Kenesaw  Mountain,  Atlanta,  Ezra  Church, 
Jonesboro  and  Ft.  McAllister.  The  date  of  his 
first  enlistment  was  April  20,  1861,  and  he  was 
mustered  out  about  five  months  after  the  expira- 
tion of  his  term  of  service  in  Savannah,  Ga.,  in 
January,  1865,  having  remained  with  his  regiment 
up  to  this  time. 

After  the  surrender  of  Vicksburg  Colonel  Muen- 
scher obtained  a  leave  of  absence,  and  at  Gambler, 
Ohio,  was  married,  August  22,  1863,  to  Miss  Sarah 
E.  Johnson,  a  native  of  New  York  City.  Two 
daughters  have  been  born  to  the  Colonel  and  wife, 
the  eldest  of  whom,  Miss  Josie  L.,  is  a  graduate  of 
the  State  Normal  School  of  Ypsilanti,  Mich.,  and 
also  of  the  Manistee  High  School.  Lulah  R.,  who 
graduated  from  the  city  high  school,  is  a  student 
in  the  Conservatory  of  Music  at  Ypsilanti.  The 
family  are  regular  attendants  at  the  services  of  the 
Congregational  Church. 

In  his  political  views  our  subject  is  somewhat 
independent,  though  he  has  affiliated  with  the 
Democratic  party  since  1872,  and  is  in  favor  of 
low  tariffs.  In  times  of  peace  and  war  alike,  he 
has  ever  held  the  good  of  his  fellows  nearer  to  his 
heart  than  his  own  private  advancement,  and 
merits  the  confidence  and  respect  which  are  freely 
accorded  him  by  all. 


^>-^¥r<m^ 


JOHN  H.  GULLANDER,  proprietor  of  a  first- 
class  grocery  store  at  No.  426  River  Street, 
Manistee,  is  a  practical  and  energetic  business 
man.  He  is  the  architect  of  his  own  fortunes, 
as  he  was  thrown  upon  his  native  resources  at  an 
early  age,  and  has  had  to  make  his  own  way  in  the 
world.  Though  yet  a  young  man,  he  has  accom- 
plished much  of  what  he  set  out  to  do,  and  is 
rapidly  acquiring  a  fortune  in  legitimate  lines  of 
trade. 

A  native  of  Sweden,  our  subject  was  born  July 
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21,  1860,  and  is  a  son  of  Hens  and  Boel  GuUander. 
The  father  died  when  our  subject  was  only  six 
years  old,  leaving  his  family  in  straitened  cir- 
cumstances. When  the  boys  grew  a  little  older 
they  contributed  to  the  support  of  their  mother 
and  sisters.  John  H.  not  only  did  this  for  several 
years,  but  earned  the  money  with  which  he  came 
to  the  United  States.  He  is  the  only  representa- 
tive of  his  family  in  America,  his  parents  being 
now  both  deceased,  and  his  two  surviving  brothers 
and  two  sisters  still  in  Sweden. 

When  he  was  twenty  years  of  age,  our  subject 
set  sail  for  the  United  States,  and  on  arriving  on 
its  hospitable  shores  proceeded  at  once  to  Manis- 
tee, where  he  obtained  a  position  in  the  mills  be- 
longing to  Lewis  Sands,  and  worked  there  for  a 
year  or  two.  During  this  time  he  accumulated  a 
little  money  and  decided  to  see  more  of  the  coun- 
try. In  the  following  year  and  a-half  he  visited 
California,  Utah,  New  Mexico,  Colorado,  Texas 
and  Arizona.  He  worked  at  various  points  along 
the  line  of  travel,  obtained  a  good  knowledge  of 
the  language,  habits  and  customs  of  Americans, 
and  on  his  return  to  Manistee  had  about  the  same 
amount  of  money  as  when  he  started  ^orth.  He 
re-entered  the  employ  of  Mr.  Sands,  but  this  time 
as  a  clerk  in  his  grocery,  and  was  there  for  about 
nine  years,  obtaining  a  practical  knowledge  of  the 
business.  Later  he  embarked  in  the  same  line  of 
trade  for  himself  in  partnership  with  Nels  Ceder- 
holm.  This  connection  existed  from  June,  1893, 
until  January  1,  1894,  when  our  subject  purchased 
the  other's  interest,  and  has  since  owned  the  entire 
business.  He  enjoys  the  patronage  of  many  of  the 
best  families  of  the  place,  and  is  doing  well. 

November  24,  1889,  Mr.  Gullander  married 
Maria  Ruba,  a  native  of  Austria,  born  August  2, 
1869.  She  was  but  fourteen  years  of  age  when  she 
left  home  to  visit  her  sister,  who  was  then  living 
at  Fond  du  Lac,  Wis.  Reaching  that  city,  she 
worked  there  for  a  time,  and  then  spent  a  year  in 
Chicago,  after  which  she  came  to  this  city.  In 
1894  her  parents  left  their  native  land,  and  now 
reside  on  a  farm  in  Mason  County,  Mich. 

Like  most  of  his  countrymen  who  become  citi- 
zens of  the  United  States,  Mr.  Gullander  is  a  Re- 
publican in   political  faith.     He  is  not  identified 


with  any  church  or  secret  society,  but  makes  it  a 
part  of  his  creed  to  do  what  is  right  and  honorable 
at  all  times,  and  to  seek  for  the  good  of  others, 
rather  than  his  own.  His  many  friends  here  and 
elsewhere  are  his  well-wishers  and  have  a  firm  be- 
lief in  his  future  success. 


(rn^  ARTHUR  McLARTY,  M.  D.,  who  has  been 
/ — \  a  resident  of  this  city  a  short  time  only, is 
well  known  among  the  people, and  has  al- 
ready established  a  reputation  as  a  skillful,  pains- 
taking and  faithful  physician,  who  is  devoted  to 
his  profession.  He  is  a  Canadian  by  birth,  and  was 
born  at  St.  Thomas  on  the  26th  of  January,  1868. 
His  paternal  ancestors  were  for  man 3^  generations 
residents  of  Scotland,  and  there  his  father,  Archi- 
bald, was  born,  removing  thence  to  Canada,  where 
he  continued  to  reside  until  his  death.  The  wife 
and  mother,  who  bore  the  maiden  name  of  Cath- 
erine Black,  was  born  in  Canada,  and  continues  to 
make  her  home  there.  The  father  of  our  subject 
was  for  many  years  a  prominent  contractor. 

The  primary  education  of  our  subject  was  ob- 
tained in  the  public  schools  of  his  native  town, 
and  he  was  graduated  from  the  St.  Thomas  High 
School  at  the  age  of  eighteen.  Afterward  he  en- 
gaged in  teaching  for  three  years,  thus  gaining  the 
means  with  which  to  prosecute  his  medical  studies. 
In  1889  he  entered  the  Detroit  College  of  Medi- 
cine, where  he  pursued  the  regular  three-years 
course  of  study,  graduating  from  that  institution 
in  1892.  While  a  student  there,  at  the  examina- 
tion in  the  spring  of  1892,  he  was  awarded  a  jun- 
ior position  in  Harper  Hospital  of  Detroit.  For 
a  year  following  his  graduation  he  was  head  house 
physician  in  that  hospital,  a  position  of  great  re- 
sponsibility, but  which  had  the  advantage  of  af- 
fording him  an  excellent  opportunity  to  extend 
his  theoretical  knowledge  by  practical  experience. 
It  was  in  the  spring  of  1894  that  the  Doctor 
came  to  Manistee  and  opened  an  office,  beginning 
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the  practice  of  his  profession,  which  he  has  since 
conducted  upon  an  increasing  scale.  He  is  a  stu- 
dent of  professional  literature  and  aims  to  keep 
abreast  with  the  latest  discoveries  in  therapeutics. 
The  coming  years  will  doubtless  bring  him  ever- 
increasing  honors  in  the  medical  world,  and  that 
such  may  be  the  case  is  the  wish  of  his  hosts  of 
personal  friends. 


FRED  LINDBLOM.  No  better  citizens  have 
come  to  Northern  Michigan  than  those 
who  have  emigrated  from  Sweden,  and 
none  have  contributed  more  to  the  growth  and 
development  of  this  locality  than  the  people  of 
that  nativity.  Possessing  the  characteristics  of 
industry  and  energy  so  natural  to  the  natives  of 
that  country,  they  have  made  this  part  of  the 
state  one  of  the  most  important  in  the  common- 
wealth. A  large  number  of  the  residents  of  Man- 
istee are  of  Swedish  birth  or  ancestr3%  and  among 
this  number  especial  mention  belongs  to  Mr.  Lind- 
blom,  the  present  City  Clerk,  and  also  a  member  of 
the  mercantile  firm  of  Thomas  Finan  &  Co.,  dealers 
in  clothing  and  gents'  furnishing  goods  at  No.  339 
River  Street. 

The  birth  of  our  subject  occurred  in  Smaland, 
Sweden,  April  4,  1865.  In  1872  he  was  brought 
by  his  parents,  John  and  Anna  Lindblom,  to  the 
United  States,  the  family  settling  in  Big  Rapids, 
Mich.  His  father  served  as  a  drum  major  in  the 
Swedish  army,  and  with  his  command  was  sent  to 
the  seat  of  the  Crimean  War,  but  did  not  partici- 
pate in  any  engagements.  After  coming  to  this 
country  he  engaged  in  railroad  work  for  a  time, 
but  subsequently  bought  a  farm  near  Big  Rapids, 
which  he  cultivated  while  making  his  home  in  the 
city.  His  death  occurred  at  that  place,  when  Fred 
was  twelve  years  old. 

Thrown  upon  his  own  resources  at  the  death  of 
his  father,  our  subject  began  to  work  upon  a  farm. 


Later  he  was  employed  in  a  shingle-mill,  then  in  a 
lumber-mill,  and  afterward  in  lumber  camps,  until 
he  was  seventeen,  when  he  obtained  a  position  as 
clerk  in  a  grocery  store.  After  three  years  thus 
spent,  he  and  his  brother  Jacob  opened  a  grocery 
store  in  Big  Rapids,  and  after  six  months  he  pur- 
chased his  partner's  interest,  continuing  the  busi- 
ness alone.  He  had  built  up  a  large  trade  and  was 
well  known  as  a  reliable  dealer,  when  he  suffered 
a  total  loss,  through  fire,  of  building  and  stock. 
He  was  then  twenty-two  years  of  age,  and  was 
obliged  to  again  begin  at  the  foot  of  the  ladder. 
He  began  the  study  of  law  with  Andrew  Han- 
sen, but  discontinued  his  readings  after  the  death 
of  that  gentleman. 

Elected  Justice  of  the  Peace,  Mr.  Lindblom 
served  in  that  capacity  for  two  years,  and  at  the 
expiration  of  that  time,  in  1890,  he  came  to  Man- 
istee, where  he  entered  the  employ  of  H.  B.  Lar- 
sen,  a  general  merchant.  When  that  gentleman 
sold  out  in  1892,  he  began  to  clerk  in  the  furni- 
ture store  of  Stone  &  Christensen,  later  was  simil- 
arly employed  by  Isador  Steinhart,  and  afterward 
in  the  clothing  store  of  H.  Bendit,  then  occupying 
the  building  now  the  headquarters  of  the  present 
firm.  Upon  the  death  of  Mr.  Bendit,  in  February, 
1893,  our  subject  assisted  in  closing  up  the  busi- 
ness, and  shortly  afterward  became  a  partner  with 
Thomas  Finan  in  the  present  business.  They  car- 
ry a  full  line  of  gents*  furnishing  goods  and  cloth- 
ing, and  have  a  large  trade  among  the  people  of 
this  city  and  the  surrounding  country. 

In  April,  1893,  Mr.  Lindblom  was  elected  City 
Clerk,  and  the  following  month  entered  upon  the 
duties  of  the  position.  In  1894  he  was  re-elected, 
and  is  now  serving  in  that  capacity.  His  first 
election  was  as  an  independent  candidate,  endorsed 
by  the  Republicans.  Subsequentl}^  he  was  the  Re- 
publican candidate,  and  was  endorsed  bj^  the  Inde- 
pendents. As  an  otficial,  he  is  courteous,  affable, 
obliging,  and  stands  high  with  his  associates;  while 
as  a  business  man,  his  well  known  principles  of 
honor  and  integrity  have  brought  him  success. 

September  23,  1886,  occurred  the  marriage  of  Mr^ 
Lindblom  and  Miss  Ida  Lund,  of  Big  Rapids 
They  are  the  parents  of  three  children,  May  Lil- 
lian, George  Rudolph  and  Theodora.     Mr,  Lind- 
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blom  is  a  member  of  the  Swedish  Lutheran  Church, 
in  which  he  is  serving  as  a  Trustee.  He  is  Pres- 
ident of  the  Svea  Society,  a  social  organization, 
that  owns  a  fine  library  and  has  about  four  hun- 
dred members.  In  the  Independent  Order  of  For- 
estei's  he  has  for  two  years  been  Financial  Secre- 
tary, and  was  its  representative  to  the  High 
Court. 


^^ 


PROF.  L.  F.  BRINKMANN,  the  efficient  in- 
structor of  the  advanced  class  in  the  Trin- 
it}^  German  Lutheran  School,  was  born  in 
Washington  County,  111.,  April  10, 1856,  being  the 
only  child  of  Henry  and  Hannah  (Otte)  Brink- 
man  n,  natives  of  the  province  of  Hanover,  Ger- 
man}^  His  father  died  in  his  native  country  be- 
fore the  birth  of  our  subject,  and  soon  afterward 
his  mother  sailed  for  America,  settling  in  Washing- 
ton County,  111.  Her  second  husband  was  W. 
Brocksmit,  who  was  the  only  father  our  subject 
ever  knew. 

In  his  youth  Professor  Brinkmann  received  ex- 
cellent educational  advantages.  The  rudiments  of 
his  education  were  obtained  in  the  common  schools 
of  Addison,  111.,  and  his  scholastic  training  was 
completed  in  a  synod  school  called  The  Teachers' 
Seminary,  in  Du  Page  County,  111.  In  that  insti- 
tution he  studied  for  five  years,  until  finishing  the 
prescribed  course  under  the  school  curriculum.  He 
was  a  diligent  student,  anxious  to  gain  a  thorough 
knowledge  of  literature,  mathematics  and  the  sci- 
ences, and  through  his  untiring  exertions  he  laid 
in  school  the  foundation  of  the  broad  learning  he 
now  possesses. 

When  establishing  home  ties  of  his  own, Profes- 
sor Brinkmann  was  united  in  marriage  with  Miss 
Elizabeth  Lemke,  the  daughter  of  Rev.  Herman 
Lemke,  whose  biographical  sketch  is  presented  on 
another  page  of  this  volume.  They  are  members 
of  the  Trinity  German  Lutheran  Church,  in  the 
work  of  which  they  are  interested  and  active.     In 


social  circles  they  are  well  known,  enjoying  the  es- 
teem of  their  large  circle  of  acquaintances.  Since 
their  marriage,  September  21,  1879,  they  have  con- 
tinued to  make  their  home  in  Manistee,  and  num- 
ber their  friends  among  the  best  citizens  of  the 
place. 

It  speaks  well  for  the  ability  and  popularity  of 
Professor  Brinkmann  that  he  has  been  employed 
in  his  present  position  for  the  past  eighteen  years, 
which  fact  proves  his  worth  better  than  any  written 
eulogy  could  do.  Among  his  pupils  at  the  present 
time  there  are  a  number  of  the  children  of  his  first 
scholars.  The  school  is  exclusively  for  the  accom- 
modation and  patronage  of  the  children  of  the 
parishioners  of  Trinity  German  Church,  the  pastor 
of  which  is  our  subject's  father-in-law. 

While  taking  an  active  interest  in  public  affairs, 
and  maintaining  a  personal  concern  in  the  progress 
of  Manistee,  the  Professor  is  not  at  all  partisan  in 
his  preferences.  In  fact,  lie  is  independent  in  po- 
litical matters,  and  refuses  to  be  bound  by  party 
lines,  voting  for  men  rather  than  measures.  Upon 
topics  relating  to  local  and  national  issues  he  is 
well  posted.  He  is  decided  in  his  opinions,  pos- 
sesses firm  will,  unusual  sagacity  of  judgment  and 
shrewd  discrimination.  As  an  instructor,  his  suc- 
cess has  been  mainly  secured  through  his  excellent 
qualifications  as  a  disciplinarian,  and  his  ability  to 
impart  knowledge  to  his  pupils,  interesting  them 
even  in  the  subjects  considered  somewhat  dull  and 
abstruse. 


/^HARLES  G.  AVILSON,  superintendent  of 
V^y  the  Buckley  &  Douglas  Company's  mill  at 
Manistee,  was  born  in  La  Colle,  province 
of  Quebec,  Canada,  Februar}^  19,  1851.  He  is  the 
son  of  George  and  Fannie  (Pearson)  Wilson,  na- 
tives of  England,  who  emigrated  to  America  and 
were  married  in  Canada.  They  removed  to  On- 
tario when  Charles  G.  was  two  3'ears  old,  and  he 
grew  to  manhood  upon  a  farm  in  Upper  Canada, 
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Many  years  afterward  bis  parents  came  to  Manis- 
tee, where  his  mother  still  resides,  and  where  his 
father  died  in  1884. 

At  the  age  of  seventeen  Mr.  Wilson  went  to 
Waukesha,  Wis.,  where  he  made  his  home  with  an 
uncle  and  attended  the  public  scliools  for  two 
years.  On  his  return  to  Canada  he  assisted  his  fa- 
ther, who  was  proprietor  of  a  large  sawmill  and 
flouring-mill.  During  the  six  years  of  his  connec- 
tion with  the  enterprise  he  became  familiar  with 
every  detail  of  the  work,  and  gained  a  thorough 
knowledge  of  the  milling  business.  The  business, 
however,  became  involved,  and  after  six  years  the 
company  failed.  He  then  opened  a  small  country 
store,  where,  in  addition  to  the  sale  of  general  mer- 
chandise, he  also  had  the  postofiice.  After  two 
years  he  sold  out  and  came  to  Manistee,  where  his 
brother  Albert  was  in  the  employ  of  the  Buckley 
&  Douglas  Company. 

The  first  winter  of  his  residence  in  this  locality, 
our  subject  spent  in  a  lumber  camp,  after  which  he 
assisted  his  brother  in  locating  land  through  the 
Upper  Peninsula  for  the  Portage  Lake  &  Sault 
Canal  Company,  spending  one  year  in  that  work. 
The  company  had  taken  the  land  from  the  Gov- 
ernment for  building  the  canal,  and  was  exempt 
from  taxes  for  ten  years;  when  that  time  had  ex- 
pired the  good  land  was  selected  and  the  remain- 
der returned  to  the  Government,  rather  than  pay 
taxes  upon  it.  The  work  of  looking  up  and  select- 
ing the  land,  while  diligently  prosecuted,  required 
a  year's  time  for  its  completion,  and  meanwhile  the 
brothers  experienced  all  the  hardships  of  frontier 
life,  keeping  constantly  in  the  woods  of  the  Upper 
Peninsula  and  camping  out  at  night. 

When  this  work  was  finished  our  subject  re- 
turned to  Canada,  and  brought  his  parents  back 
with  him  to  Manistee.  Then  began  his  connection 
with  Edward  Buckley  as  a  scaler,  which  work  kept 
him  constantly  traveling  from  camp  to  camp. 
Later  he  became  foreman  in  the  Stokey  Mill,  where 
Mr.  Buckley's  timber  was  cut.  After  one  year  he 
was  transferred  to  the  mill  of  the  Davis  &  Blacker 
Company,  where  was  cut  the  timber  of  the  newly 
organized  firm  of  Buckley  &  Douglas.  He  contin- 
ued there  as  superintendent  for  six  years.  When 
the  mill  at  Manistee  was  purchased  in  1886,  he  be- 


came the  superintendent,  and  to  the  duties  of  this 
position  he  gave  his  attention  ever  since.  The 
mill  has  a  capacity  of  one  hundred  and  twenty-five 
thousand  feet  in  ten  hours,  and  furnishes  employ- 
ment to  three  hundred  and  twenty-five  hands.  It 
has  been  in  operation  night  and  day  since  it  was 
started  seven  years  ago. 

On  the  13th  of  July,  1887,  Mr.  Wilson  married 
Miss  Annie  J.  Sinclair,  a  native  of  Canada,  and  for 
six  years  a  teacher  in  the  city  schools  of  Manistee. 
She  is  a  member  of  the  Congregational  Church, 
and  a  lady  of  estimable  character,  well  educated 
and  amiable.  Three  sons  comprise  the  family, 
named  respectively  Sinclair  Albert, Edward  E.  and 
David  McKinnon.  Socially  Mr.  Wilson  is  con- 
nected with  the  Royal  Arch,  Council  and  Com- 
mandery,  A.  F.  &  A.  M.,  and  is  serving  as  General- 
issimo in  the  latter  organization.  Politically  he 
is  a  Republican.  Beginning  in  the  world  without 
capital,  he  has  by  resolution  and  indomitable  will, 
combined  with  unvarying  industry  and  persever- 
ance in  the  face  of  obstacles,  won  his  way  to  a  po- 
sition of  prominence,  and  now  enjoys  the  respect 
of  the  people,  who  have  the  highest  opinion  of  his 
executive  ability  and  honesty. 


/"^  ARL  F.  MEADS,  a  well  known  and  popu- 
^  y  lar  business  man  of  Scottville,  is  a  pharma- 
cist and  druggist,  and  conducts  a  well  ap- 
pointed and  finely  equipped  store,  in  which  may 
be  found  all  kinds  of  drugs,  stationery,  toilet  arti- 
cles, etc.  For  one  term  he  was  Justice  of  the 
Peace  in  this  city,  filling  a  vacancy.  He  was  also 
the  first  Postmaster  of  Ainger,  Eaton  County,  but 
this  comprises  his  entire  public  service,  as  he  has 
never  been  an  office-seeker,  and  has  always  pre- 
ferred to  give  his  time  to  his  business  interests 
and  to  his  family. 

The  parents  of  Mr.  Meads  were  Mordecai  and 
Sarah  L.  (Haynes)  Meads,  who  were  natives  of 
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Maryland  and  Michigan,  respectively.  Their  fam- 
ily consisted  of  six  children,  three  sons  and  three 
daughters,  as  follows:  Carl  F.;  Frank  H.,  now  of 
Traverse  City;  Metta  I.,  who  became  the  wife  of 
James  Walton,  instructor  of  music  in  Redfield 
(Dak.)  College;  Hila  F.,  wife  of  Professor  Horn, 
Principal  of  one  of  the  Traverse  City  schools; 
Louis  P.,  of  Vanderbilt,  Mich.;  and  M.  Elizabeth, 
a  teacher  in  the  Traverse  City  schools. 

The  father  of  this  famil}^  came  to  Michigan  as 
early  as  1855,  and  subsequently  took  a  medical 
course  at  the  Ann  Arbor  University.  On  his 
graduation  he  settled  at  Liberty  Mills,  a  few 
months  later  located  in  Somerset,  and  then  en- 
gaged in  practice  for  a  year  and  a-half  at  Moscow. 
The  next  eight  years  were  spent  in  Spring  Arbor, 
after  which  he  was  located  in  Somerset  for  three 
years  more.  In  1873  he  became  a  resident  of  Ol- 
ivet, where  he  continued  to  live  up  to  the  time  of 
his  death,  which  occurred  in  1891,  when  he  was  in 
his  sixtieth  year.  His  wife  is  still  living,  her  home 
being  in  Traverse  City.  Thej^  were  members  of 
the  Congregational  Chui'ch,  and  Mr.  Meads  was  a 
Deacon  for  many  years.  He  held  various  town- 
ship offices,  and  for  eighteen  years  was  Township 
Clerk  at  Olivet.  His  father,  a  native  of  Scotland, 
came  to  the  United  States  in  boyhood,  and  died 
when  in  his  ninety-third  year,  near  Hagerstown, 
Md.  He  was  a  soldier  in  the  War  of  1812,  and  by 
occupation  was  a  hotel-keeper.  Jonathan  Haynes, 
father  of  Mrs.  Sarah  Meads,  was  a  native  of  New 
York,  and  died  when  in  his  sixty-fourth  year  in 
this  state.  He  was  one  of  the  early  settlers  and 
farmers  of  Hillsdale  County,  and  was  a  prominent 
man  in  his  community.  He  was  a  leader  m  the 
Methodist  Church,  and  was  a  local  preacher  in  the 
denomination. 

Carl  F.  Meads  was  born  in  Moscow,  Hillsdale 
County,  this  state,  December  22,  1859,  and  from 
his  thirteenth  year  lived  in  Olivet.  He  received  a 
good  common-school  education,  and  while  quite 
young  took  up  the  study  of  pharmacy,  which  vo- 
cation he  has  ever  since  followed.  In  1891  he 
came  to  Scott ville,  and  in  February  of  the  follow- 
ing year  established  himself  in  his  present  business. 
He  has  made  a  distinct  success  of  the  enterprise, 
and  by  his  fair  and  courteous  treatment  of  his  cus- 


tomers secures  them  as  personal  friends  in  most  in- 
stances. Fraternally  he  is  a  Royal  Arch  Mason, 
and  in  politics  he  is  a  supporter  of  the  Republican 
party.  In  addition  to  his  store  and  equipments, 
he  owns  a  good  farm  of  forty  acres  lying  a  mile 
and  a-half  south  of  Scottville. 

On  the  22d  of  February,  1885,  Mr.  Meads  mar- 
ried Miss  Harriet  E.,  daughter  of  William  H.  and 
Addie  (Houghtalin)  Landon.  Four  children,  a 
son  and  three  daughters,  were  born  to  Mr.  and 
Mrs.  Meads.  Marguerette  died  at  the  age  of  fif- 
teen months,  and  the  others  are  named  respective- 
ly Louis  W.,  Fannie  A.  and  M.  Josephine. 


^^ 


(rn^  USTIN  W.  MITCHELL.  The  descendants 
/  \  of  the  pioneers  of  Michigan  are  as  act- 
ive in  its  interests  as  w^ere  their  ancestors 
before  them,  and  are  successfully  carrying  forward 
the  work  so  well  begun  by  their  forefathers  in  the 
development  of  tlie  wonderful  resources  of  this 
state.  The  subject  of  this  sketch  is  a  fine  type  of 
these,  and  already  occupies  a  high  position  among 
the  business  men  of  Wexford  County.  His  con- 
nection with  the  interests  of  this  locality  dates  from 
1879,  when  he  purchased  a  section  of  pine-land  in 
Cedar  Creek  Township.  He  makes  his  home  in 
Cadillac,  and  is  numbered  among  the  progressive 
and  successful  citizens  of  the  place. 

The  Mitchell  family  has  been  identified  with  the 
history  of  Michigan  for  several  generations,  as  also 
have  the  maternal  ancestors  of  our  subject.  His 
grandfather,  Austin  E.  Wing,  was  a  resident  of 
Monroe,  Mich.,  and  was  one  of  the  first  Members 
of  Congress  from  this  state.  Austin  W.  was  born 
in  Hillsdale,  Mich.,  July  5,  1852,  being  a  son  of 
Charles  T.  and  Harriet  S.  (Wing)  Mitchell.  His  ed- 
ucation, which  was  an  exceptionally  good  one,  was 
secured  in  Hillsdale  College  and  the  University 
of  Michigan  at  Ann  Arbor,  attending  the  latter 
institution  until  he  had  completed  his  sophomore 
year. 

After  leaving  college,  Mr.  Mitchell  secured  a 
position  as  Deputy  Collector  of  Revenue  under  H. 
B.  Rowlson  at  Hillsdale,  in  which  capacity  he  was 
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employed  for  three  years.  Later  he  opened  a  lum- 
ber-yard in  that  city,  conducting  a  large  retail 
business  in  that  line.  In  1879,  as  above  stated,  he 
bought  a  section  of  pine-land  in  Cedar  Creek  Town- 
ship, Wexford  County,  and  in  March  of  the  fol- 
lowing year  commenced  the  manufacture  of  lumber 
at  Bond's  Mill,  continuing  thus  engaged  for  about 
four  years.  In  partnership  with  his  brother,  under 
the  firm  name  of  Mitchell  Bros.,  he  purchased 
fifty  million  feet  of  lumber  at  Jennings  and  erected 
a  mill,  which  is  still  operated  by  them.  In  addi- 
tion to  this  enterprise,  he  is  also  interested  in  the 
Cadillac  handle  factory,  and  is  a  member  of  the 
firm  of  Mitchell  Bros.  &  Murphy.  He  and  his 
brother  own  a  large  tract  of  land  in  New  Mexico. 

The  marriage  of  Mr.  Mitchell,  occurring  in  June, 
1886,  united  him  with  Miss  Bertha,  daughter  of 
DeWitt  C.  Spaulding,  now  a  resident  of  Grand 
Rapids,  Mich.  Mrs.  Mitchell  was  born  near  Green- 
ville, this  state,  and  by  her  marriage  has  become 
the  mother  of  two  children,  named  Marion  and 
DeWitt  C.  The  family  home  is  a  commodious  and 
attractive  residence,  furnished  in  a  manner  indic- 
ative of  the  refined  tastes  of  the  inmates. 

Strong  of  character,  keen  in  intellect,  and  full 
of  resources,  Mr.  Mitchell  is  well  equipped  for  the 
battle  of  life,  and  he  is  meeting  with  deserved  suc- 
cess in  his  ventures.  In  his  political  views  he  is  a 
Republican,  and  advocates  with  voice  and  vote  the 
policy  of  his  party.  At  different  times  he  has  been 
chosen  to  occupy  positions  of  trust,  and  in  these 
he  has  discharged  his  duties  with  fidelity  and  effi- 
ciency. He  is  an  attendant  at  the  services  of  the 
Congregational  Church,  and  is  a  liberal  contributor 
to  its  charities.  The  general  interest  that  he  feels 
in  his  adopted  home,  and  the  public  spirit  that  he 
manifests,  are  important  factors  in  the  promotion 
of  its  welfare. 

• — ^mc^ — • . 


r        GUIS  B.  BELLAIRE  has  made  his  home  in 

I    ^  Cadillac  for  the  past  seventeen  years,  and 

has  been  engaged  in  the  grocery  business 

sinc*e  December,  1888.     He  is  proprietor  of  one  of 

the  leading  stores  in  his  line  in  the  city,  and  there 

may  be  found  a  large  and  complete  stock  in  every- 


thing in  staple  and  fancy  groceries.  He  numbers 
among  his  customers  many  of  the  best  families  of 
this  place,  and  his  uniformly  courteous  treatment 
and  fair  dealings  have  won  for  him  many  friends. 

The  paternal  grandfather  of  L.  B.  Bellaire  was 
born  in  France,  but  died  in  Germany,  when  well 
along  in  years.  For  some  time  he  was  in  the  Ger- 
man army,  and  rose  to  the  rank  of  Colonel.  His 
family  numbered  some  eight  or  ten  children.  The 
maternal  grandfather  of  our  subject  was  Louis 
Batterson.  He  was  a  native  of  New  Jersej^  where 
he  died  when  in  middle  life.  By  trade  he  was  a 
hatter,  and  religiously  he  was  a  member  of  the  So- 
ciety of  Friends. 

Mr.  Bellaire  is  a  son  of  Frederick  and  Elizabeth 
(Batterson)  Bellaire,  the  former  a  native  of  Darm- 
stadt, Germany,  and  the  latter  of  New  Jersey. 
Frederick  Bellaire  was  a  cabinet-maker  by  trade, 
and  is  still  living,  his  home  being  at  Sunny  Side, 
N.  J.  During  the  late  war  he  was  in  the  construc- 
tion corps  service.  His  wife  was,  like  her  father, 
a  Quaker.  Her  death  occurred  October  8,  1878, 
at  the  age  of  forty-eight  years. 

In  a  family  numbering  four  children,  two  sons 
and  two  daughters,  Louis  B.  is  next  to  the  young- 
est. His  only  brother,  Alexander,  is  a  resident  of 
Oxford,  Mich.;  his  sister  Emily  is  the  wife  of 
George  H.  Marshall,  of  Sunny  Side,  N.  J.;  and 
Ella,  the  youngest  of  the  family,  whose  home  is  in 
Quakertown,  N.  J.,  is  the  wife  of  Louis  R.  Hiner. 

The  birth  of  our  subject  occurred  at  Quakertown, 
N.  J.,  January  26, 1857.  He  attended  the  common 
schools,  and  lived  with  his  parents  until  twenty 
years  of  age.  When  in  his  sixteenth  year  he  went 
into  a  store  and  was  employed  as  a  clerk  for  four 
years.  For  a  short  time  he  pursued  his  studies  in 
Franklin  Academy.  In  1877  he  came  to  Michigan 
and  spent  the  first  winter  in  Gowen,  Montcalm 
County.  On  the  5th  of  March,  1878,  he  landed  in 
Cadillac,  and  for  the  next  year  was  employed 
by  George  A.  Mitchell  in  a  lumber-yard.  The  sec- 
ond year  he  worked  in  a  sawmill  as  tallyman  for 
the  firm  of  Cobbs  &  Mitchell.  For  four  years 
afterwards  he  was  head  sawyer  for  the  same  con- 
cern. Then  embarking  in  business  for  himself, 
Mr.  Bellaire  became  a  partner  with  John  Vosberg 
in  a  meat-market,  and  they  continued  together  for 
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about  five  years.  On  the  expiration  of  that  time 
Mr.  Bellaire  sold  out  his  interest  m  the  store  and 
invested  the  proceeds  in  a  grocery,  of  which  he  took 
possession  December  1,  1888.  Since  that  time  he 
has  given  his  attention  to  the  management  of  the 
business  and  is  building  up  a  good  trade. 

February  7,  1883,  Mr.  Bellaire  was  united  in 
marriage  with  Miss  Jennie,  daughter  of  Seymour 
and  Clara  (Haasze)  Curtis.  Two  children  have 
been  born  to  our  subject  and  wife,  a  little  son  and 
daughter,  namely,  Frederick  and  Clara.  The  fam- 
ily have  a  pleasant  home  and  refined  surroundings, 
and  move  in  the  best  social  circles  of  the  place. 
Mrs.  Bellaire  is  a  member  of  the  Congregational 
Church,  and  interested  in  various  fields  of  useful- 
ness and  benevolence. 

In  his  political  relations  our  subject  is  affiliated 
with  the  Democratic  party.  Socially  he  is  a  mem- 
ber of  the  Masonic  fraternity  and  is  a  Knight  of 
Pythias. 


^mp 


\  \  ^ILLIAM  J.  LAU,  Secretary  and  Treas- 
\/\y  urer  of  the  Manistee  &  Northeastern 
Railroad  Company,  and  Secretary  of 
the  Buckley  &  Douglas  Lumber  Company  of  Man- 
istee, was  born  in  Thiensviile,  a  few  miles  north  of 
Milwaukee,  Wis.,  May  23,  1866,  and  is  the  son  of 
Charles  and  Elizabeth  (Jochem)  Lau.  Upon  his 
father's  farm  he  passed  the  years  of  youth,  and  in 
the  mean  time  carried  on  his  studies  in  the  com- 
mon and  high  schools  of  Milwaukee.  At  the  age 
of  fourteen  he  discontinued  his  studies,  and,  com- 
ing to  Manistee,  entered  the  lumber  ofl9ce  of  Buck- 
ley &  Douglas,  December  1,  1880. 

It  was  through  the  influence  of  Charles  F.  Rug- 
gles,  a  brother-in-law  of  Mr.  Buckley,  that  our 
subject  was  induced  to  come  to  Manistee.  That 
gentleman  being  at  Cedarburg,  Wis.,  where  the 
Lau  family  then  lived,  met  the  boy,  to  whom  he 
took  a  great  fancy,  and,  finding  upon  examination 
that  he  showed  considerable  aptitude  for  business, 
he  insisted  that  he  should  come  to  Manistee  and 
accept  a  position  as  office  boy  for  the  company. 


The  confidence  reposed  m  him  by  Mr.  Ruggles 
proved  not  to  be  misplaced.  Before  the  expira- 
tion of  his  first  year  with  the  company,  he  was  pro- 
moted to  the  position  of  cashier.  He  soon  became 
familiar  with  the  books,  and  after  a  time  was  made 
head  bookkeeper,  with  charge  of  ten  or  twelve  as- 
sistants. In  1885  he  was  given  full  charge  of  the 
office. 

At  the  time  of  the  incorporation  of  the  Manis- 
tee &  Northeastern  Railroad,  Mr.  Lau  was  made 
Secretary  and  Treasurer,  and  also  Auditor.  The 
two  former  positions  he  has  since  held,  but  after  a 
time  he  was  relieved  of  the  auditing  of  accounts. 
He  continued  to  hold  the  office  management  of 
the  lumber  company,  and  on  Ihe  1st  of  January, 
1893,  the  Buckley  &  Douglas  Lumber  Company 
was  incorporated,  with  him  as  Secretary,  which  po- 
sition he  still  retains,  besides  being  a  stockholder 
and  Director  in  the  enterprise.  In  his  department 
he  has  about  fifteen  employes,  and  has  charge  of 
the  general  offices  at  Nos.  381  and  383  River  Street. 
From  the  first  he  has  been  a  Director  in  the  rail- 
road company,  and  has  a  general  interest  in  the 
enterprise. 

Fraternally  Mr.  Lau  is  identified  with  the  chap- 
ter and  council  in  Masonry,  and  has  given  con- 
siderable attention  to  that  order.  He  is  one  of 
the  charter  members  of  Manistee  Lodge  No.  99,  K. 
of  P.,  and  belongs  to  the  uniformed  rank  of  that 
organization.  He  is  also  a  member  of  Manistee 
Lodge  No.  250,  B.  P.  O.  E.  Politically  he  supports 
the  principles  of  the  Republican  party,  and  while 
not  a  partisan,  is  nevertheless  unswerving  in  his 
allegiance  to  his  party,  and  is  always  ready  to  give 
a  reason  for  his  belief.  He  is  a  member  of  the 
Unitarian  Church,  and  in  sympathy  with  the  doc- 
trines of  that  denomination.  In  social  circles  he 
is  prominent  and  popular,  and  is  now  one  of  the 
active  members  and  a  Director  of  the  Olympian 
Social  Club. 

In  summing  up  the  history  of  Mr.  Lau  he  may 
be  regarded  as  a  representative  type  of  a  western 
man.  He  is  thoroughly  imbued  with  the  spirit  of 
western  enterprise  and  push.  Strong  and  emphatic 
in  opinion,  when  once  he  has  made  up  his  mind 
he  is  the  last  to  abandon  an  idea  that  he  deems  to 
be  right.    Strictly  honest  and  upright  in  character, 
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he  has  made  friends  who  are  as  numerous  as  his 
acquaintance  is  extensive.  He  is  now  in  the  prime 
of  life,  and  many  days  of  usefulness  are  yet  in 
store  for  him.  The  success  which  he  has  already 
attained  is  remarkable,  and  proves  the  possession 
on  his  part  of  superior  abilities.  Coming  to  Man- 
istee less  than  fifteen  years  ago  to  accept  the  posi- 
tion of  office  boy  at  a  salary  of  $100  per  year,  he 
was  five  years  later  placed  in  charge  of  the  office, 
and  is  now  a  member  of  the  company.  The  com- 
ing years  will  doubtless  bring  to  him  increasing 
prosperity  and  added  prominence  as  a  successful 
business  man. 
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REV.  J.  M.  STEFFES,  pastor  of  the  Guar- 
dian Angels'  Roman  Catholic  Church  in 
Manistee,  was  born  in  Mt.  Calvarj^,  Wis., 
April  20,  1864.  He  is  the  son  of  Jacob  and  Anna 
(Arens)  Steffes,  natives  of  Germany,  who  emi- 
grated to  America  at  the  respective  ages  of  twenty 
and  fifteen.  They  were  married  in  Wisconsin, 
and  the  years  of  their  wedded  life  were  passed 
upon  a  farm  there.  The  lather  departed  this  life 
in  July,  1878;  the  mother  is  still  a  resident  of  Mt. 
Calvary. 

In  the  parental  family  there  were  five  sons  and 
three  daughters.  One  sister  makes  her  home  with 
Father  Steffes,  and  the  others  reside  in  Wisconsin. 
The  subject  of  this  sketch  was  educated  under  the 
jurisdiction  of  the  Capuchin  Feathers,  and  spent 
six  years  in  their  institution, prosecuting  the  study 
of  the  sciences.  From  1883  to  1887  he  was  a  stu- 
dent in  St.  Francis'  Seminary,  at  Milwaukee,  Wis., 
where  he  took  special  courses  in  philosophy  and 
theology.  He  received  the  minor  orders  at  St. 
Francis,  under  Archbishop  Heis,  in  April,  1886, 
a  sub-deaeonship  at  the  same  place  in  April  of 
the  following  year,  became  a  Deacon  June  24, 
1887,  and  was  elevated  to  the  priesthood  at  St. 
Andrew's  Cathedral  at  Grand  Rapids,  Mich.,  June 
29,  1887,  by  Bishop  Henry  Joseph  Richtei\ 

After  his  ordination  the  young  priest  was  ap- 


pointed assistant  to  Very  Rev.  H.  W.  Grimme,  at 
Big  Rapids,  Mich.,  and  served  for  one  year  in  that 
capacity.  His  next  appointment  was  that  of  pas- 
tor of  St.  Michael's  Church  at  Remus,  Mecosta 
County,  Mich.,  with  which  church  and  the  sur- 
rounding missions  he  remained  for  four  years.  In 
1892  he  was  made  the  successor  of  Feather  Grimme 
at  Manistee,  his  predecessor  having  died  Novem- 
ber 25,  1891.  During  his  pastorate  a  substantial 
school  building  has  been  erected  at  a  cost  of 
$12,000.  The  school  is  under  his  control,  and  is 
conducted  by  the  Sisters  of  Mercy.  There  is  an 
average  attendance  of  one  hundred  and  sixty 
pupils  in  four  rooms,  in  which  the  rudimentary 
branches  are  taught.  In  addition  to  his  other  in- 
terests, F'ather  Steffes  is  also  actively  connected 
with  the  Catholic  Mutual  Benefit  Association. 

The  history  of  the  Church  of  the  Guardian  An- 
gels is  one  of  interest.  A  half-century  has  passed 
since  this  section  of  Michigan  began  to  be  popu- 
lated by  white  men,  and  Catholics,  as  usual,  were 
among  the  pioneers,  sharing  with  the  rest  the  weal 
and  woe  of  pioneer  life.  In  those  early  days  there 
were  no  churches,  and  no  regular  public  divine 
services.  Occasional  meetings  were  held -in  Mr. 
F'ay's  hotel,  Mrs.  Hogan's  hotel  and  Mr.  O'Neil's 
house.  Priests  seldom  visited  this  remote  frontier 
town.  At  intervals  one  would  come  across  Lake 
Michigan,  as  Father  Tucker  and  some  Jesuit  Fa- 
thers; sometimes  also  the  Indian  missionaries,  Fa- 
thers Ignatius  Mrack  (afterward  Bishop)  and  P.  S. 
Zorn  (afterward  chaplain  of  Mercy  Hospital,  Big 
Rapids,  Mich.),  came  down  from  Traverse  along 
the  shore  in  canoes,  or  worked  their  toilsome  way 
through  the  woods,  fiequently  traveling  on  foot, 
but  occasionally  on  horseback.  A  few  times,  later 
on,  the  place  was  visited  by  priests  from  Grand 
Rapids  and  Muskegon,  among  whom  was  Rev. 
James  Pulcher,  now  pastor  of  St.  James'  Church, 
Grand  Rapids.  He  was  the  first  priest  who  said 
mass  in  the  little  frame  church  on  the  North  Side. 

In  August,  1868,  the  Rt.-Rev.  Bishop  Borgess 
sent  Father  H.  Meuffels  as  resident  pastor  of  Man- 
istee and  the  missions.  A  small  frame  church  had 
been  built  in  the  First  Ward  before  he  located 
here.  The  site  for  the  building,  a  plat  of  five 
acres,  had  been  donated  for  the  purpose  by  Will- 
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iam  T.  Thorpe  in  July,  1862.  The  Catholics  who 
were  living  on  the  south  side  of  the  river  were 
obliged  to  cross  the  water  in  canoes  in  order  to 
get  to  church.  Later  a  so-called  ferry-boat  took 
them  across  for  a  ''fare,"  and  thus  the  boatman 
and  the  priest  divided  between  themselves  the 
"change"  of  the  "church-going"  people. 

After  a  few  years  the  Catholics  procured  a 
church  site  on  the  southeast  corner  of  Maple  and 
Third  Streets,  and  arrangements  were  made  to 
erect  an  edifice  thereon.  Stone  was  bought  and 
hauled  to  the  grounds,  and  every  indication  pointed 
to  the  speedy  erection  of  the  church.  Just  then  a 
terrible  conflagration  swept  the  rising  city  of  Man- 
istee, the  same  memorable  night  that  Chicago  suf- 
fered a  like  affliction.  Dwelling-houses,  stores  and 
mills  were  doomed,  and  many  families  were  left 
homeless  and  penniless. 

To  help  others.  Father  Meuffels  gave  or  sold  the 
stone  intended,  for  a  church  to  a  mill-owner  to 
help  him  rebuild  his  mill.  Thus,  for  the  time 
being,  the  project  of  erecting  a  church  was  aban- 
doned. In  June,  1873,  Father  Meuffels  was  suc- 
ceeded by  Father  M.  Willigan,  who,  after  hard 
labor,  succeeded  in  building  the  neat  brick  build- 
ing on  the  corner  of  Third  and  Sycamore  Streets, 
known  as  St  Mary's  Church,  Through  his  efforts 
a  house  for  the  Sisters  was  also  erected;  also  the 
parochial  residence  and  tiie  little  house  intended 
for  the  pastor's  office.  He  also  bought  forty  acres 
of  land  south  of  the  city  limits,  ten  of  which  he 
stumped  and  laid  out  for  a  cemetery,  known  as 
the  Mt.  Carmel  Cemetery. 

In  September,  1881,  Father  Willigan  was  suc- 
ceeded by  Rev.  D.  Callaert,  also  a  zealous  worker, 
who  remodeled  the  buildings  erected  by  his  pre- 
decessor, and  also  improved  the  grounds.  As  the 
congregation  had  greatl}^  increased  in  numbers, 
and  the  Polish  members  were  desirous  of  forming 
a  separate  congregation,  they  were  permitted  to 
build  a  church  for  their  exclusive  use.  Again, 
after  a  few  years,  St.  Mary's  congregation  had 
outgrown  the  capacity  of  the  church,  and  Rt.-Rev. 
Bishop  Richter  granted  another  separation.  Jan- 
uary 24,  1888,  the  papers  formally  dividing  the 
congregation  were  made  out  and  signed  by  the 
committees  appointed   for   the  purpose.     By   the 


terms  of  the  articles  of  separation  the  French  por- 
tion of  the  congregation  were  to  retain  all  the 
church  properties,  to  be  known  as  St.  Mary's 
Church  property,  and  pay  their  departing  breth- 
ren, in  lieu  of  their  claim  on  the  property,  $7,000. 
On  account  of  failing  health,  Father  Callaert  re- 
signed and  returned  to  Belgium.  The  Sisters  of 
St.  Francis,  of  Manitowoc,  Wis.,  who  had  been 
teaching  St.  Mary's  School,  also  resigned,  and  were 
succeeded  by  the  Sisters  of  Mercy,  of  Big  Rapids, 
Mich.  Father  T.  J.  Hudon,  of  Alpena,  Mich.,  was 
appointed  pastor  of  the  French  congregation  in 
1888,  and  Rev.  H.  W.  Grimme,  of  Big  Rapids, 
Mich.,  was  sent  to  take  charge  of  the  out-going 
portion  of  St.  Mar3^'s  congregation.  The  latter  en- 
tered upon  his  new  field  of  labor  May  1,  1888. 
Under  his  direction  a  church  was  erected,  the 
corner-stone  of  which  was  laid  September  2,  1890, 
and  the  church  was  blessed  under  the  name  and 
protection  of  the  Guardian  Angels,  by  Rt.-Rev. 
Bishop  H.  J.  Richter,  December  21,  1890.  The 
church  was  formally  opened  by  a  solemn  high 
mass,  and  in  the  afternoon,  during  solemn  vespers, 
the  peal  of  three  new  bells,  donated  by  Mrs.  B. 
Hogan,  of  Fond  du  Lac,  Wis.,  was  blessed  b}^  the 
Bishop.  They  pealed  forth  their  harmonious  tones 
for  the  first  time  on  Christmas  morning  at  4:30. 
The  inscription  on  the  largest  of  the  bells  reads: 
"Donated  by  Mrs.  B.  Hogan,  in  memory  of  her  son, 
P>ancis  J.  Finan,  who  died  August  23,  1876,  aged 
twenty-four  years."  Thus,  after  noble  efforts  and 
heroic  self-sacrifices  on  the  part  of  the  members, 
the  church  was  completed  and  paid  for,  and  is  a 
lasting  monument  to  the  piety,  zeal  and  gener- 
osity of  the  members. 

Very  Rev.  H.  W.  Grimme  was  born  in  Matgarten, 
Hanover,  Germany,  July  3,  1849.  At  the  age  of 
seven  years  he  showed  a  very  quick  and  compre- 
hensive mind.  An  appreciation  of  holy  persons 
and  things  manifested  itself  at  an  early  age.  When 
a  small  boy  he  met  a  Capuchin  Father,  whose  pale 
face  and  slender  form  showed  evident  marks  of 
emaciation  and  austerity.  The  peaceful  and  holj' 
appearance  of  this  good  Father  made  so  deep  an 
impression  on  him  that  he  determined  to  imitate 
him.  At  the  age  of  sixteen  he  came  to  America, 
and  afterward  entered   the  Mt.  SU  Mary's  Semi- 
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nary,  at  Cincinnati.  After  the  usual  course  of 
studies  he  was  ordained  priest  by  the  Rt.-Rev. 
Bishop  Borgess,  in  St.  Mary's  Church,  Grand  Rap- 
ids. September  10,  1876. 

The  first  charge  of  Father  Grimme  was  at  Wyan- 
dotte, near  Detroit,  and  from  there  lie  went  to 
Otisco.  In  1881  he  was  appointed  pastor  of  St. 
Mary's  Cliurch,  Big  Rapids,  and  surrounding  mis- 
sions, and  also  chaplain  at  Merc}^  Hospital.  There 
he  remained  for  e'ght  years,  and  though  he  did 
not  build  magnificent  churches  he  erected  in  the 
hearts  of  the  people  a  monument  of  undying  grat- 
itude and  love.  To  .quote  the  words  of  one  of  his 
humble  parishioners,  ''He  was  a  friend  to  every- 
one, and  the  poorer  the  person  the  more  he  seemed 
drawn  to  him."  To  his  friends  Father  Grimme 
often  remarked,  "I  love  the  poor  because  1  was 
poor  myself,  and  I  know  what  it  is  to  be  poor." 

In  1888  Father  Grimme  was  sent  to  Manistee  to 
organize  a  new  congregation,  and  with  his  usual 
energy  began  at  once  to  solicit  aid  to  build  a 
church.  To  his  tireless  exertions  the  present  pros- 
perity of  the  church  is  in  a  large  measure  due.  In 
the  midst  of  his  career  of  usefulness  he  was  sud- 
denly taken  ill,  and  after  a  sickness  of  eleven  days 
died,  on  the  eve  of  Thanksgiving,  November  25, 
1891,  in  Mercy  Hospital.  After  his  death.  Rev.  J. 
T.  Hudon  attended  the  Church  of  the  Guardian 
Angels  until  the  appointment  of  the  present  pas- 
tor, Rev.  J.  M.  Steffes,  September  1,  1892. 
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JOHN  F.  HINCKS,  M.  D.  Manistee  is  the 
home  of  professional  men  of  ability,  whose 
success  m  their  varied  lines  has  been  com- 
mendable to  them  and  satisfactory  to  the 
people  whom  they  have  aided.  In  the  ranks  of 
the  medical  fraternity.  Dr.  Hincks  is  numbered 
among  the  rising  young  physicians  of  the  city. 
He  was  liberally  educated,  and  from  his  early 
youth  has  applied  himself  to  those  studies  which 
would  be  of  benefit  in  the  field  of  labor  he  desired 
to  enter.     Not  content  with  the  information  gained 


from  books,  he  has  thought  deeply  and  observed 
carefully,  making  of  the  human  form  and  its  needs 
a  book  in  which  to  find  continual  interest.  Through 
the  Pere  Marquette  Medical  Society,  of  which  he 
was  a  prominent  member  during  its  existence,  he 
found  opportunities  to  further  advance  his  theo- 
retical knowledge,  and  with  a  practical  mind  he 
applied  to  good  advantage  every  principle  learned. 

Dr.  Hincks  is  a  native  of  Canada,  and  was  born 
in  Ontario,  August  7,  1857.  The  family  of  which 
he  is  a  member  comprises  thirteen  children,  of 
whom  nine  are  now  living.  His  six  sisters  all  con- 
tinue to  reside  in  their  native  province,  four  of 
them  being  married.  His  brother  Charles,  a  prac- 
ticing physician,  opened  an  office  in  Plymouth, 
Mich.,  but  a  short  time  afterward  was  taken  ill 
and  never  recovered,  his  death  occurring  in  1882. 
Albert  L.  is  a  farmer  in  Canada;  and  William,  the 
fourth  brother,  is  located  in  Sioux  City,  Iowa. 
Two  other  brothers  and  one  sister  are  also  de- 
ceased. 

The  boyhood  years  of  our  subject  were  passed  in 
Canada.  He  was  educated  in  the  public  schools  of 
Goderich,  Ontario,  being  a  graduate  of  the  high 
school  of  that  place.  For  six  months  he  also  fit- 
tended  the  London  Commercial  College,  after 
which  he  came  to  the  States  and  embarked  in  the 
drug  business  in  Detroit,  Mich.,  being  thus  engaged 
for  a  period  of  about  two  years.  In  1881  he  en- 
tered the  Detroit  College  of  Medicine,  from  which 
he  was  graduated  in  1884,  after  having  taken  the 
usual  course  of  three  3^ears.  Soon  after  completing 
his  studies  he  came  to  Manistee,  where  he  has  since 
resided.  By  close  application  to  his  profession,  he 
has  built  up  a  good  practice  in  both  city  and  coun- 
try, and  has  established  a  reputation  as  a  reliable 
physician. 

In  his  native  city,  September  29,  1879,  Dr. 
Hincks  was  united  in  marriage  with  Miss  Mary 
Porter,  a  native  of  Goderich,  Ontario.  Two  chil- 
dren have  blessed  their  union,  namely:  Harvey 
W.,  who  was  born  in  June,  1880;  and  J.  Frank, 
whose  birth  occurred  in  July,  1882.  Socially  the 
Doctor  is  a  member  of  the  Order  of  Maccabees. 
As  above  stated,  he  was  identified,  during  its  ex- 
istence, with  the  Pere  Marquette  Medical  Society, 
embracing  the  counties  of  Manistee,  Mason  and 
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Lake.  In  religious  belief  he  is  liberal,  but  attends 
the  Methodist  Episcopal  Church,  with  which  his 
wife  is  connected.  Politically  he  is  a  Democrat, 
though  not  of  an  aggressive  character. 

Personally  the  Doctor  is  a  man  of  sound  men- 
tal calibre,  incorruptible  character  and  general 
trustworthiness,  and  is  influential  in  his  commu- 
nity, lie  keeps  himself  well  informed  regarding 
the  political  questions  of  the  day,  and  is  one  of 
the  best  posted  men  upon  important  topics  among 
the  residents  of  Manistee.  As  a  citizen  he  is  pro- 
gressive, as  a  physician  reliable,  and  in  social  life 
genial  and  companionable. 
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HANS  PETERSON  is  owner  and  proprietor 
of  the  People's  Clothing  House  at  No.  3 13 
River  Street,  Manistee.  His  business  is 
confined  exclusively  to  clothing  and  gents'  furnish- 
ing goods,  and  he  carries  a  large  and  well  selected 
stock.  Thougli  he  has  been  alone  in  business  but 
a  short  time,  he  has  manifested  his  ability  as  a 
financier  and  is  on  the  high  road  to  success.  It  is 
now  about  fourteen  ^ears  since  Mr.  Peterson  came 
to  cast  in  his  lot  with  the  inhabitants  of  Manistee. 
At  that  time  he  had  no  means  and  had  his  own 
way  to  make.  He  was  not  above  working  at  an}' 
kind  of  honorable  employment  which  presented 
itself,  and,  with  the  characteristics  peculiar  to  his 
race,  managed  by  strict  economy  to  save  a  large 
share  of  his  earnings,  with  which  he  later  engaged 
in  business  on  his  own  account.  The  parents  of 
our  subject  were  Peter  and  Sene  (Jensen)  Hansen, 
natives  of  Denmark.  Their  son,  our  subject,  was 
born  November  2,  1856,  near  Copenhagen,  and  in 
his  native  land  received  a  fair  education.  For 
about  six  years  he  worked  in  a  book  store,  and  at 
the  age  of  twenty  years  was  pressed  into  the  Gov- 
ernment army,  in  which  he  served  for  two  years, 
as  is  required  by  law. 

It  was  in  April,  1878,  that  Hans  Peterson  bade 
adieu  to  his  relatives  and  the  Fatherland,  setting 
sail  for  New  York  City.     He  worked  for  a  year  in 


the  iron  mines  of  the  Iron  Mountains  in  northern 
New  York,  at  the  expiration  of  which  time  he 
came  to  this  place.  For  some  time  he  was  various- 
ly employed,  and  finally  was  engaged  to  drive  a 
supply  wagon  from  Manistee  to  lumber  camps, 
M.  R.  Denning  being  his  employer.  His  next  place 
was  as  a  clerk  in  the  mercantile  house  ol  F.  C.  Lar- 
sen,  with  whom  he  remained  for  eighteen  months. 
In  1886,  in  compan}'  with  his  brother-in-law,  Mr. 
Nelson,  he  formed  a  partnership  in  the  clothing 
business.  At  the  end  of  fifteen  months  Mr.  Peter- 
son bought  out  his  partner  and  has  since  conducted 
the  business  alone. 

November  10,  1883,  occurred  the  marriage  of 
our  subject  and  Miss  Mary  Nelson,  who  was  born 
in  Denmark  in  1858,  and  who  came  with  her  par- 
ents to  the  United  States  in  1877.  The  young 
couple  have  had  six  children  born  to  them,  name- 
ly: Sene,  Peter,  Lene,  Nora,  Clara  and  Victor.  The 
elder  ones  are  attending  the  public  schools,  and 
without  exception  they  are  bright  and  prepossess- 
ing children.  The  family  are  members  of  the 
Danish  Lutheran  Church  of  this  city.  In  his  po- 
litical preferences  Mr.  Peterson  is  a  Democrat,  hav- 
ing supported  that  party  since  his  naturalization, 
which  occurred  as  soon  as  was  possible  under  the 
laws  of  this  country.  He  is  a  good  citizen  and  a 
true  friend  to  his  adopted  country. 
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WILLIAM  P.  SWITZER,  an  energetic 
young  business  man,  is  a  member  of 
the  firm  of  Switzer  &;  Merkel,  dealers 
in  furniture  and  undertakers  of  Manistee.  He 
came  to  this  city  in  1887  without  capital,  and  has 
worked  his  way  upward  to  his  present  condition 
of  prosperity  and  influence.  The  firm  carry  a 
very  heavy  stock,  aifd  are  leaders  in  their  branch 
of  trade  in  the  county.  Within  a  short  time  they 
have  invested  $6,000  in  furniture  of  the  latest  and 
most  approved  patterns,  and  their  sales  are  suflfi- 
cient  to  keep  a  deliverj'^  wagon  constantly  running. 
Mr.  Switzer  is  a  graduate  of  Clarke's  School  of 
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Embalming  and  is  thoroughly  posted  on  this  branch 
of  his  business.  In  addition  to  keeping  a  fine  line 
of  caskets  and  undertakers'  supplies,  the  firm  owns 
two  hearses. 

The  father  of  the  gentleman  whose  name  heads 
this  sketch  is  Peter  Switzer,  a  native  of  Germany. 
He  received  a  very  liberal  education  and  is  a  great 
linguist,  being  conversant  with  six  or  more  lan- 
guages. By  profession  he  is  a  sculptor  and  painter, 
and  in  following  out  his  chosen  work  has  visited 
ever}'  civilized  nation  on  the  globe.  He  is  now 
living  at  Elizabeth  town,  Ind.  His  wife,  who  bore 
the  maiden  name  of  Christina  Schweyer,  was  born 
at  Hesse-Darmstadt,  Germany,  and  died  in  Jen- 
nings County,  Ind.,  in  1879.  They  were  married  in 
Europe,  and  became  the  parents  of  ten  children, 
three  of  whom  are  deceased. 

William  P.  Switzer,  the  gentleman  whose  name 
heads  this  sketch,  was  born  near  North  Vernon, 
Jennings  County,  Ind.,  August  12, 1859.  lie  grew 
to  manhood  in  his  native  state  and  attended  the 
district  schools,  often  going  a  distance  of  four  or 
five  miles,  for  the  purpose  of  obtaining  elementary 
instruction.  He  began  his  business  career  as  a  la- 
borer on  the  Jeffersonville,  Madison  &  Indianapolis 
Railroad,  and  shoveled  gravel  for  three  years  at 
$1.10  per  day.  Tlien  going  to  Columbus,  Ind.,  he 
engaged  in  the  sale  of  agricultural  implements  as 
a  clerk  for  about  a  year  and  a- half. 

In  1888  Mr.  Switzer  w^nt  to  Cynthiana,  Ky., 
and  engaged  in  the  undertaking  business,  as  an 
employe  of  Samuel  Williams,  with  whom  he  stayed 
for  a  year  and  a-half.  He  then  returned  to  Colum- 
bus, being  still  employed  as  an  assistant  in  the 
undertaking  business.  On  coming  to  Manistee 
he  was  offered  a  position  in  the  furniture  and 
undertaking  plant  of  Jacob  Lucas.  In  March, 
1891,  he  purchased  the  undertaking  department 
formerly  managed  by  Mr.  Lucas,  and  was  exclus- 
ively interested  in  this  business  until  Februarj^, 
1894,  when  George  Merkel  became  owner  of  the 
furniture  department  and  the  present  firm  was  or- 
ganized. 

On  the  21st  of  April,  1891,  occurred  the  marriage 
of  Mr.  Switzer  and  Miss  Nettie  L.  Brooke,  the  cere- 
mony being  performed  at  Vevay,  Switzerland 
County,  Ind.     The  lady  is  a  native  of  Madison, 


Ind.,  where  she  received  her  education.  Politicall}^ 
Mr.  Switzer  is  a  true-blue  Republican.  He  is  Pres- 
ident of  the  National  Union  Lodge  of  Manistee, 
belongs  to  the  German  Workman's  Association, 
and  to  the  Catholic  Mutual  Benevolent  Associa- 
tion. He  and  his  wife  are  members  of  the  Guardian 
Angels'  Catholic  Church  of  this  city. 


/-^  EORGE  GILLHOOLEY,  a  contractor  for 
^^T  painting  and  house  decorating,  has  had 
about  thirty  years  of  practical  experience 
in  his  calling  and  is  thoroughly  qualified  to  furnish 
estimates  and  give  entire  satisfaction  to  his  nu- 
merous patrons.  In  1889  he  came  to  Manistee  and 
entered  into  partnership  with  Charles  J.  Ball,  who 
died  in  August,  1894,  and  since  that  time  our  sub- 
ject has  been  administrator  of  Mr.  Ball's  estate. 
Their  partnership  existed  for  only  a  year,Mr.  Gill- 
hooley  then  running  the  business  alone  for  about 
a  year,  at  the  end  of  which  period  he  took  in  as  a 
partner  Edward  Johnston,  but  withdrew  from  the 
firm  two  years  later.  His  present  shop  was  for- 
merly the  location  of  Mr.  Ball's  business.  No.  449 
River  Street. 

A  native  of  London,  England,  our  subject  was 
born  September  15,  1851.  His  parents,  Dominick 
and  Elizabeth  (Manning)  Gill hooley,  were  of  Irish 
and  English  descent,  respectively,  but  were  both 
born  in  London.  The  former,  whose  birth  oc- 
curred in  1809,  died  in  London  at  the  age  of 
sixty-six  years.  His  wife,  who  was  born  in  1816, 
was  married  after  her  first  husband's  death,  and  is 
now  Mrs.  Robert  Henry,  of  Gait,  Canada.  The 
only  surviving  brother  of  our  subject  is  William, 
who  is  a  painter  and  decorator  of  Cadillac,  Mich. 

George  Gillhooley  was  educated  in  the  public 
schools  of  London,  and  at  an  early  age  began  serv- 
ing an  apprenticeship,  which  lasted  for  seven  years. 
On  reaching  his  majority  he  left  his  native  land 
and  settled  in  Toronto,  Canada,  where  he  opened 
a  shop  and  worked  at  his  trade  for  eight   years 
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On  the  expiration  of  that  period  he  went  to  Cad- 
illac, this  state,  where  he  worked  industriously  for 
many  years,  then  came  to  this  city. 

August  12,  1872,  occurred  the  marriage  of  our 
subject  and  Miss  Alice  A.  Southorn,  in  London. 
The  lady  was  born  in  Birmingham,  England,  and 
is  a  daughter  of  Joseph  and  Alice  Southorn. 
Three  children  have  been  born  to  Mr.  and  Mrs. 
Gillhooley,  namely,  George,  Joseph  William  and 
Albert.  The  two  elder  sons  have  learned  the  fa- 
ther's trade  and  work  with  him,  while  the  younger, 
Albert,  is  still  engaged  m  obtaining  an  education 
in  the  Manistee  High  School. 

While  a  resident  of  Canada,  Mr.  Gillhooley  be- 
came identified  with  the  Masonic  order  and  later 
transferred  his  membership  to  the  Manistee  lodge. 
He  also  belongs  to  Manistee  Chapter,  R.  A  M.,  and 
the  Commandery,  K.  T.,  and  is  prominent  among 
the  Odd  Fellows,  being  a  Past  Grand  and  having 
served  two  terms  as  representative  to  the  Grand 
Lodge.  In  his  political  affiliations  he  is  a  Repub- 
lican of  no  uncertain  stamp.  He  attends  the  Epis- 
copal Church,  as  does  also  his  good  wife  and  help- 
mate. They  enjoy  the  friendship  of  a  large  circle 
of  acquaintances  and  are  thoroughly  deserving  of 
such  honor. 

■ 0#P . 


WILLIAM  A.  NEWTON,  Treasurer  of 
Grand  Traverse  County.  The  record 
of  the  life  of  Mr.  Newton  may  be  read 
with  interest  and  profit,  for  it  illustrates  the  power 
of  self-help  and  untiring  perseverance.  Especially 
is  he  worthy  of  the  esteem  of  all  patriotic  citizens 
on  account  of  his  active  service  during  the  Rebell- 
ion, when,  at  the  first  call  for  troops,  he  gave  a 
prompt  and  enthusiastic  response,  enlisting  in  the 
Union  army  and  sharing  with  the  Federal  troops 
all  the  dangers  and  hardships  incident  to  the  Re- 
bellion from  its  outbreak  until  its  close. 

In   referring  to  the  history  of  the  Newton  fam- 
ilv,  we  find  that  one  of  their  prominent  character- 
istics   has  been  longevity.     Our   subject's   great- 
grandfather attained  to  the  venerable  age  of  one 
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hundred  and  four  years,  and  when  ninety-nine  he 
made  a  pair  of  shoes  for  our  subject,  also  some  for 
his  grandchildren.  Grandfather  Nathan  Newton, 
a  son  of  Lemuel,  was  a  farmer  in  New  York,  and 
was  active  and  vigorous  until  very  shortly  before 
his  demise,  at  the  age  of  fourscore  and  four  years. 
At  the  age  of  seventeen  years  he  removed  to  Ohio 
and  settled  in  Morgan  County,  where  he  married 
and  reared  a  family  of  thirteen  children,  nearly  all 
of  whom  attained  advanced  years. 

The  father  of  our  subject,  Alex  S.  Newton,  was 
born  in  Ohio,  and  was  reared  to  manhood  upon  a 
farm,  receiving  only  a  meager  education.  In 
youth  he  learned  the  trade  of  a  plasterer,  but  did 
not  work  at  it  regularly,  devoting  his  attention 
principally  to  farming.  He  married  Jane  Beach, 
who  was  born  in  the  same  section  of  Ohio  as  him- 
self, and  they  became  the  parents  of  nine  children. 
John,  the  eldest  of  the  family,  resides  m  Rock  Is- 
lai;id.  III.  William,  our  subject,  is  the  next  in  or- 
der of  birth.  Catharine,  the  eldest  daughter,  mar- 
ried O.  H.  P.  Scott,  of  Beverly,  Ohio.  Nathan, 
who  enlisted  in  the  Second  West  Virginia  Cavalry 
during  the  late  war,  served  from  1861  until  1865, 
participating  in  many  engagements,  and  finally 
falling  in  the  battle  of  Winchester.  He  left  a  wi- 
dow, who  still  survives.  Samuel  B.,  the  fifth  in 
order  of  birth,  is  engaged  in  railroading,  and 
makes  his  home  in  Parsons,  Kan.  Joseph  D.  is 
Recorder  of  Noble  County,  Ohio.  Julia  and  Lucy 
A.  are  twins,  the  former  unmarried,  the  latter  the 
wife  of  B.  M.  McAtee,  of  Springfield,  Ohio.  Amy 
J.,  the  youngest,  resides  with  her  widowed  mother 
in  Ohio.     The  husband  and  father  died  in  1889. 

In  Washington  County,  Ohio,  our  subject  was 
born  July  22,  1838.  He  was  trained  to  the  life  of 
a  farmer,  in  which  occupation  he  was  employed  in 
childhood;  however,  at  the  age  of  thirteen,  desir- 
ing a  change,  he  became  an  apprentice  to  the  print- 
er's trade,  at  which  he  worked  for  ^ve  years.  Not 
caring  to  make  that  occupation  his  life  work,  he 
learned  the  trade  of  a  carriage-maker,  which  proved 
more  congenial,  and  in  which  he  was  engaged  un- 
til the  war.  When  the  first  call  was  made  for 
seventy-five  thousand  men  he  responded,  becoming 
a  member  of  the  Eighteenth  Ohio  Infantry,  and 
going  to  West  Virginia,  where  he  served  for  fivQ 
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months.  He  was  a  member  of  a  company  of  raw 
recruits,  wlio,  though  lacking  drill  and  a  knowl- 
edge of  military  discipline,' were  nevertheless  ear- 
nestly determined  to  aid  in  crushing  the  rebellion. 

At  the  expiration  of  five  months  Mr.  Newton 
re-enlisted  as  a  member  of  the  Sixty-third  Ohio 
Infantry,  in  which  company  he  served  until  the 
close  of  the  war.  He  took  an  active  part  in  many 
engagements,  some  of  which  were  among  the  most 
important  of  the  war,  including  the  battles  of  New 
Madrid,  Island  No.  10,  Farmington,  Corinth  and 
luka.  He  accompanied  General  Sherman  to  the 
sea,  and  participated  in  the  memorable  battles  of 
that  campaign.  Though  often  at  the  front  and  in 
the  thickest  of  the  fight,  he  was  never  seriously 
injured.  The  exposure  of  long  marches  and  camp 
life  had,  however,  undermined  his  constitution 
and  he  returned  home  in  feeble  health.  He  was 
mustered  out  at  Louisville,  Ky.,  September  8,  1865. 

Being  fond  of  music,  for  which  he  possessed  a 
decided  talent,  Mr.  Newton  accepted  a  position  as 
a  member  of  a  band  belonging  to  a  circus.  A  short 
experience  of  this  kind  proved  sufficient  for  him, 
and  after  his  marriage  he  began  the  manufacture  of 
carriages  at  Dextei*  City,  Ohio.  After  eight  years 
in  that  place  he  concluded  to  go  West,  and  ac- 
cordingly proceeded  to  Hutchinson,  Reno  County, 
Kan.,  where  he  followed  the  same  business  for 
three  years.  From  there  he  came  to  Grand  Trav- 
erse County  and  settled  at  Fife  Lake,  where  he 
opened  a  carnage  factory.  Under  the  administra- 
tion of  President  Harrison  he  was  chosen  Postmas- 
ter of  Fife  Lake.  Upon  his  election  to  the  posi- 
tion of  County  Treasurer,  in  1892,  he  removed  to 
Traverse  City,  where  he  now  resides,  and  is  serv- 
ing his  second  term  in  this  office.  In  politics  he  is 
active  and  influential  as  a  member  of  the  Republi- 
can party,  the  welfare  of  w^hich  he  promotes  in 
every  way  possible.  While  at  Fife  Lake  he  served 
for  eight  years  as  Supervisor,  and  also  filled  the 
position  of  Clerk. 

Sociall}^  Mr.  Newton  is  connected  with  the  Ma- 
sonic fraternity,  belonging  to  Lodge  No.  222  at 
Traverse  City.  He  has  held  subordinate  offices  in 
the  lodge  of  the  Odd  Fellows,  and  is  now  Past 
Grand.  By  his  marriage  with  Miss  Margaret 
Webber,  a   native  of  Ohio,  one  child  was  born,  a 


son,  Edgar  A.,  who  is  with  his  parents.  In  relig- 
ious connections  Mrs.  Newton  is  a  member  of  the 
Baptist  Church,  and  is  deeply  interested  in  every- 
thing pertaining  to  its  welfare. 


DAVID  S.  HARLEY,  attorney-at-law  and 
Justice  of  the  Peace,  residing  at  Manistee, 
was  born  in  Franconia,  Montgomery  Coun- 
ty, Pa.,  March  10,  1834.  He  passed  the  years  of 
boyhood  and  youth  somewhat  uneventfully,  and  at 
the  age  of  twenty  entered  the  State  Normal,  where 
he  completed  his  studies.  Afterward  he  taught 
several  terms  of  school,  and  for  a  time  made  his 
home  in  Marietta,  Pa.  On  coming  to  Michigan, 
he  engaged  in  surveying  and  publishing  maps  in 
the  southern  part  of  the  state. 

With  the  intention  of  entering  upon  the  legal 
profession,  Mr.  Harley  became  a  student  in  the 
University  of  Michigan,  at  Ann  Arbor,  and  in 
1867  was  graduated  from  the  law  department  of 
that  institution,  being  admitted  to  practice  before 
the  Supreme  Court  of  the  state.  He  at  once  opened 
an  office  at  Lincoln,  then  the  county  seat  of  Mason 
County,  and  his  ability  and  broad  information 
soon  brought  him  into  prominence  in  public  af- 
fairs. At  different  times  he  was  chosen  to  repre- 
sent his  fellow-citizens  in  offices  of  honor  and  re- 
sponsibility, among  which  was  that  of  Prosecuting 
Attorney. 

Coming  to  Manistee  in  1873,  Mr.  RsLviey  formed 
a  partnership  with  S.  W.  Fowler,  and  the  connec- 
tion between  them  continued  until  1878,  wiien  it 
was  dissolved  by  mutual  consent,  and  since  then 
our  subject  has  been  alone.  As  a  citizen  he  has 
taken  the  greatest  interest  in  everything  pertain- 
ing to  the  advancement  of  this  place,  and  has  con- 
tributed his  quota  to  its  development.  As  above 
stated,  he  is  at  present  serving  as  Justice  of  the 
Peace.  For  six  years  he  filled  the  position  of  Cir- 
cuit Court  Commissioner,  and  for  four  years  rep- 
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resented  the  Second    Ward  as  a    member  of  the 
County  Board  of  Superrisors. 

At  Detroit,  Mich.,  in  March,  1861,  occurred  the 
marriage  of  Mr.  Harley  and  Miss  Jennie  Phelps. 
They  are  the  parents  of  a  son,  Herbert  L.,  and  a 
daughter,  Flora  P.,  wife  of  Rev.  Fred  E.  Brit- 
ten, of  Albion,  Mich.  Herbert  L.  is  a  promising 
young  attorney  of  Manistee.  Mr.  Harley  is  a  man 
of  mature  judgment,  ripened  by  careful  study  and 
close  observation.  Few  citizens  enjoy  the  confi- 
dence of  the  people  lo  such  a  degree  as  does  he. 
Owing  to  a  nervous  affliction,  he  has  almost  lost 
the  use  of  his  eyes  and  his  lower  limbs.  How- 
ever, he  continues  his  daily  visits  to  his  office,  and 
maintains  a  close  supervision  of  his  legal  business. 
His  mind  is  as  bright  as  in  the  past,  and  under  all 
circumstances  he  is  clear-headed,  keen  and  discrim- 
inating, his  mental  faculties  being  unaffected  by 
his  bodily  affliction. 
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ORLANDO  C.  MOFFATT.  In  Traverse  City 
there  is  no  citizen  who  in  a  higher  degree 
enjo^'S  the  confidence  of  the  people  than 
the  subject  of  this  sketch,  who  is  serving  in  the 
capacity  of  Village  Treasurer,  and  is  also  engaged 
in  the  abstract  business.  By  his  energy  and  res- 
olute force  of  character,  coupled  with  a  genial 
disposition,  he  has  not  only  advanced  his  own 
success,  but  has  given  an  impetus  to  the  growth  of 
the  locality,  and  is  now  actively  forwarding  vari- 
ous enterprises  for  its  advancement  in  important 
directions. 

Our  subject  is  a  namesake  of  his  grandfather 
Moffatt,  who  was  a  native  of  New  York,  and  a  phy- 
sician of  some  repute.  From  the  Empire  State  he 
removed  to  Battle  Creek,  Mich.,  and  thence  to  St. 
Joseph,  where,  in  addition  to  the  practice  of  his 
profession,  he  engaged  in  teaching  school  for  two 
years.  He  was  a  man  of  more  than  ordinary  abil- 
ity and  education,  and  one  who  held  the  respect 
of  bis  associates,    His  declining  yeara  were  spent 


in  Northport,  and  there  his  death  occurred  at  the 
age  of  sixty-three. 

The  father  of  our  subject,  who  was  the  second 
child  in  a  large  family,  bore  the  name  of  Seth  C. 
Moffatt.  He  was  born  at  Battle  Creek,  and  grew 
to  manhood  among  the  associations  of  pioneer 
scenes  and  times.  He  taught  school  under  his  fa- 
ther at  St.  Joseph,  and  afterward  took  the  law 
course  at  the  University  of  Michigan.  Being  a 
man  of  great  intellectual  gifts  and  large  endow- 
ments of  mind,  he  made  a  success  of  the  legal  pro- 
fession, which  he  practiced  both  at  Lyons  and 
Northport.  A  Republican  in  politics,  he  was  rec- 
ognized as  one  of  the  most  able  men  in  his  party, 
and  his  fellow-citizens,  appreciating  his  capability, 
chose  him  to  represent  them  m  numerous  positions 
of  honor.  In  1884  he  was  elected  to  Congress, 
and  with  such  success  did  he  serve  his  constitu- 
ents, that  they  chose  him  a  second  time  for  that 
office.  However,  before  the  commencement  of  his 
second  term,  he  died  at  Washington,  D.  C. 

The  mother  of  our  subject  bore  the  maiden  name 
of  Emma  R.  Linnell,  and  was  born  in  Wisconsin, 
her  parents  having  removed  to  that  state  from 
New  York.  She  is  a  lady  of  intelligence  and  re- 
finement, and  was  the  helpmate  and  confidante  of 
her  husband  in  all  his  undertakings.  Her  chil- 
dren, four  in  number,  were  named  as  follows:  Or- 
lando C;  Henry,  who  died  at  fifteen  years  of  age; 
Lucius,  w^ho  passed  away  at  the  age  of  eighteen; 
and  Edna,  who  is  living  with  her  mother.  The 
eldest  child  and  only  surviving  son,  our  subject, 
was  born  in  Lyons,  Mich.,  August  6,  1865,  and  at 
the  age  of  two  years  was  taken  by  his  parents  to 
Northport,  where  the  seven  following  years  were 
spent.  When  nine  years  old  he  came  to  Traverse 
City,  where  he  received  a  good  common-school 
education. 

At  the  age  of  eighteen,  Mr.  Moffatt  began  to 
make  his  own  way  in  the  world,  at  which  time  he 
became  a  clerk  in  the  banking  house  of  Hannah, 
Lay  (fe  Co.,  of  Traverse  City.  He  was  connected 
with  that  firm  for  five  years,  and  then  went  to 
Grand  Rapids,  where  he  secured  a  position  as 
bookkeeper  in  the  Old  National  Bank.  At  the  ex- 
piration of  six  months,  his  father's  death  caused 
him  to  return  home,  ^nd  in  April,  1888,  he  bought 
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the  business  which  he  has  since  conducted.  His 
books  are  kept  in  good  shape  and  in  a  business- 
like manner,  and  the  profits  aie  sufficient  to  repay 
him  for  his  labors. 

August  6,  1888,  Mr.  Moffatt  married  Miss  Mary, 
daughter  of  Archibald  and  Mary  (Fulton)  Camer- 
on, and  two  children  bless  their  union,  Scth  and 
Margaret.  In  politics  Mr.  Moflatt  is  an  enthusias- 
tic Republican,  and  an  active  worker  for  his  party. 
^Socially  he  is  connected  with  Traverse  City  Lodge 
No.  2*22,  A.  F.  <k  A.  M.;  Traverse  City  Chapter  No. 
102;  and  Traverse  Cit3^  Commandery  No.  41,  in 
which  he  has  served  as  Eminent  Commander.  He 
is  also  connected  with  the  Mystic  Shrine. 
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OTTO  T.  ROSENFELD  is  one  of  the  pro- 
gressive 3'oung  business  men  of  Manistee, 
and  is  a  member  of  the  hardware  firm  of 
Christophersen  &  Rosenfeld.  He  came  to  this  city 
at  the  age  of  seventeen  years,  in  1877,  continued 
here  for  two  3^ears,  and  then  went  West,  but  in 
1881  returned,  and  has  since  made  his  field  of  work 
in  this  city.  Their  centrally  located  and  finely 
equipped  store  is  at  Nos.  364  and  366  River  Street. 
In  connection  with  the  hardware  business, in  which 
he  owns  a  half-interest,  he  is  exclusive  proprietor 
of  a  plumbing  and  gas-fitting  business.  He  takes 
contracts  for  all  kinds  of  work  in  this  line,  and  has 
not  merel}^  a  local  reputation  as  a  thoroughly  re- 
liable man,  but  has  frequently  taken  and  completed 
contracts  in  the  neighboring  cities  of  Ludington, 
Kalamazoo,  Pent  Water,  Cadillac  and  elsewhere. 

The  parents  of  our  subject  were  among  the  early 
pioneers  of  Sheboygan  County,  Wis.,  where  they 
located  about  1850.  The  father,  who  bears  the 
name  of  Robert,  is  a  confectioner  by  trade,  and 
his  wife,  Bertha,  nee  Bork,  is,  like  himself,  a  native 
of  Stettin,  German 3%  where  they  were  married. 
Soon  after  that  event  they  sailed  for  the  United 
States,  and  at  once  proceeded  to  Wisconsin.  Their 
family  comprises  three  sons  and  three  daughters 


living.  A  daughter,  Lottie,  died  at  the  age  of 
three  years.  Martha  is  unmarried  and  resides  with 
her  brother  at  Portage,  Wis.  Agnes  i«  the  wife  of 
Lewis  Knaester,  a  boot  and  shoe  dealer  at  Plym- 
outh, Wis.  Louisa  is  the  wife  of  William  Michi, 
a  traveling  salesman,  whose  residence  is  at  Portage. 
Robert  is  traveling  for  a  wholesale  grocery  house 
in  Milwaukee,  and  also  makes  his  headquarters  at 
Portage.  Emil  is  a  tinner  b3^  trade,  and  is  fore- 
man of  a  shop  at  Mt.  Vernon,  Ind. 

The  birth  of  Otto  Rosenfeld  occurred  at  Pl3^m- 
outh.  Wis.,  Ma3^  31,  1861.  After  receiving  a 
good  common -school  education  he  began  learning 
the  tinner's  trade,  and  also  steam-fitting,  in  his  na- 
tive city.  He  worked  at  his  calling  for  a  3^ear  or 
two  in  Manistee,  and  in  1879  went  to  Georgetown, 
Colo.,  where  he  clerked  in  a  hardware  store,  and 
was  to  a  certain  extent  employed  at  his  trade  until 
1881.  On  his  return  to  Manistee  soon  afterward, 
he  resumed  his  trade,  to  which  he  gave  his  atten- 
tion until  1885.  At  that  time  he  started  in  the 
hotel  business,  managing  the  Pacific  House  for 
fourteen  months,  which  proved  a  most  disastrous 
experience  from  a  financial  point  of  view.  For  nine 
months  following  this  he  worked  at  his  trade,  and 
then  entered  into  partnership  with  William  Lloyd, 
in  the  plumbing  and  gas-fitting  business  on  Maple 
Street.  This  connection  existed  until  July,  1891, 
when  it  was  dissolved,  and  Mr.  Rosenfeld  con- 
tinued the  business  on  his  own  account.  In  1891 
he  removed  to  the  Van  Buren  Block,  and  in  April 
of  the  following  year  came  to  his  present  location. 

November  27,  1884,  our  subject  was  united  in 
marriage  with  Katie,  daughter  of  Joseph  and  Annie 
Baur,  early  settlers  of  Manistee.  For  man3^  years 
the  father  was  a  prominent  merchant  in  this  place. 
His  death  occurred  on  New  Year's  Da3^,  1889.  Mrs. 
Rosenfeld  was  educated  and  grew  to  womanhood 
in  this  city,  and  is  the  eldest  of  ten  children.  By 
her  marriage  she  has  become  the  mother  of  two 
daughters:  Lila, born  October  13, 1885;  and  Mabel, 
April  29,  1887.  The  mother  and  her  daughters 
are  members  of  the  Guardian  Angels'  Roman  Cath- 
olic Church. 

Fraternally  Mr.  Rosenfeld  is  a  member  of  the 
National  Union,  the  Knights  of  the  Maccabees,  the 
Independent  Order  of  Foresters,  and  the  German 
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Workman's  Aid  8ociet3^  In  politics  he  is  indepen- 
dent, preferring  not  to  be  bound  by  party  ties,  but 
to  use  his  ballot  in  favor  of  men  whom  he  consid- 
ers best  fitted  to  fill  office.  He  comes  from  a  long- 
lived  race  of  people,  is  of  medium  height  and  ath- 
letic in  build. 


JOSEPH  W.  BENNETT,  former  Superintend- 
ent of  the  Poor  of  Manistee  County,  resides 
at  No.  363  First  Street,  Manistee.  His  asso- 
ciates on  the  Board  were  Christian  Houser, 
of  Manistee,  and  James  Dodd,  of  Bear  Lake,  and 
under  the  supervision  of  these  three  gentlemen,  all 
cases  of  destitution  in  the  county  are  cared  for. 
The  farm  belonging  to  the  County  Poor  House 
consists  of  an  eighty-acre  tract,  lying  on  the  river 
road,  three  miles  northeast  of  Manistee.  It  is 
finely  improved,  and  well  equipped  with  substan- 
tial buildings,  including  a  hospital  that  was  erected 
at  a  cost  of  $6,000.  At  present  there  are  thirty- 
six  inmates,  and  they  and  the  farm  are  under 
charge  of  II.  B.  Horton,  who  resides  there. 

Tije  subject  of  this  sketch  was  born  in  Seneca, 
Ontario  County,  N.  Y.,  December  23,  1828,  and 
spent  the  days  of  youth  upon  the  home  farm.  At 
the  age  of  twenty-five  he  engaged  in  railroad  con- 
struction on  the  Detroit  &  Milwaukee  Road,  and 
for  a  time  continued  in  that  line,  being  an  exten- 
sive contractor.  In  1856  he  took  the  contract  for 
the  road  from  Joliet  to  Chicago,  then  to  Burling- 
ton; he  also  aided  in  the  construction  of  the  "Q" 
Road  m  Iowa,  building  twentj^-seven  miles,  and 
reaching  Ottumwa  in  1859-60.  Going  thence  to 
Grand  Rapids,  he  superintended  the  construction 
of  the  building  of  the  Bridge  Street  Bridge,  under 
David  Burnett. 

Soon  after  the  opening  of  the  late  war  in  1861, 
Mr.  Bennett  entered  the  employ  of  the  Govern- 
ment at  Nashville  as  a  scout,  in  which  capacity  he 
remained  for  one  year.  Later  he  bought  Govern- 
ment vouchers,  and  then  purchased  horses  and 
material,  supplying  the   Government  with  mules 


and  horses  at  Nashville,  in  which  occupation  he 
continued  until  toward  the  close  of  the  Rebellion, 
Purchasing  the  Stone  plantation,  sixteen  miles  be- 
low Montgomery,  the  capital  of  Alabama,  he  oper- 
ated that  place,  consisting  of  sixteen  hundred 
acres,  for  three  years,  making  a  specialty  of  grow- 
ing cotton.  He  then  went  to  Mobile,  where,  under 
the  Provost-Marshal  of  the  state,  he  secured  the 
Government  cotton,  which  he  turned  over  to  the 
proper  authorities. 

At  the  close  of  the  war  in  1865  he  returned  to 
Grand  Rapids,  and  soon  afterward  came  to  Manis- 
tee for  the  purpose  of  selling  a  tract  of  land.  So 
favorably  was  he  impressed  with  this  locality,  that 
he  decided  to  make  this  his  permanent  home.  He 
opened  the  American  and  Montour  Hotels,  which 
he  conducted  for  four  years,  or  until  they  were 
destroyed  bj^  fire.  For  the  four  succeeding  years 
he  was  a  lumberman  contractor.  In  1867  he  sold 
three  hundred  acres  of  pine  land  at  $2.50  per  acre, 
the  purchasers  of  which  have  since  become  rich  as 
the  result  of  the  pine  cut  and  sold  from  the  prop- 
erty. In  the  erection  of  many  of  the  substantial 
buildings  of  Manistee,  he  was  directly  interested, 
serving  as  contractor  and  builder. 

Of  the  sport  of  hunting,  as  well  as  that  of  the 
turf,  Mr.  Bennett  is  particularly  fond.  He  assisted 
in  securing  the  North  Side  Driving  Park  and  Club 
House,  and  is  a  stockholder  in  the  enterprise,  of 
which  he  was  Superintendent  for  some  time.  He 
is  fond  of  horses,  especially  of  blooded  animals, 
and  for  thirty  years  has  paid  especial  attention  to 
that  business.  Always  a  Republican  m  politics,  he 
is  not  a  partisan,  and  his  present  office  was  given 
to  him  on  account  of  his  recognized  ability  as  a 
business  man,  not  through  political  influence. 

In  Manistee  occurred  the  marriage  of  J.  W.  Ben- 
nett and  Miss  Mary  Prane,  the  latter  a  native  of 
Wisconsin.  They  have  two  children,  namely:  Mor- 
gan J.,  who  is'in  the  wholesale  jewelry  business  in 
Minneapolis, Minn.;  and  Nellie,  Mrs.  John  McNair, 
of  St,  Louis,  Mo.  In  some  respects  Mr.  Bennett 
has  been  a  singularly  unfortunate  man,  having 
met  with  a  number  of  serious  accidents.  January 
10,  1888,  while  moving  a  heavy  piece  of  machin- 
ery, a  projecting  side  caught  his  right  arm  near 
the  shoulder,  ai^d  crushed  it  to  such  an  extent  that 
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amputation  was  necessary.  At  another  time  he  was 
kicked  by  a  vicious  horse  and  several  ribs  were 
broken.  During  the  war  he  was  the  target  for 
rebel  bullets,  but  fortunately  escaped  serious  in- 
jury. He  was  once  capsized  in  a  buggy,  and  barely 
escaped  drowning  in  Alabama.  From  this  it  will 
be  seen  that  he  has  met  with  more  than  his  share 
of  catastrophes  in  the  course  of  his  eventful  life. 
However,  he  has,  by  means  of  a  sound  constitution, 
come  off  little  the  worse  for  his  many  accidents, 
and  is  now  in  the  enjoyment  of  excellent  health, 
mens  sana  in  corpore  sano. 


THOMAS  KENNY,  President  of  the  Manis- 
tee County  Savings  Bank,  was  born  in 
County  Kildare,  near  the  town  of  Naas, 
Ireland,  February  7,  1842.  He  was  onl}^  seven 
years  of  age  when  he  was  orphaned  by  the  death 
of  his  parents,  James  and  Catherine  Kenny,  who 
died,  both  of  typhoid  fever,  within  less  than  a 
3'ear  of  each  other.  For  four  years  afterward  he 
was  an  inmate  of  an  aunt's  home.  At  the  age  of 
twelve,  in  company  with  an  older  brother,  Edward, 
he  crossed  the  ocean,  arriving  in  New  York,  and 
from  there  proceeding  to  Westchester  County,  the 
same  state.  Six  weeks  later  he  came  to  Manistee, 
reaching  this  place  in  December,  1854.  His  brother, 
with  whom  he  came  here,  had  spent  three  years  in 
America  previously,  having  been  in  Iowa  for 
eighteen  months,  where  he  owned  one  hundred  and 
sixty  acres  near  the  city  of  Dubuque;  he  had  also 
been  engaged  in  lumbering  at  Manistee  for  eight- 
een months. 

The  first  work  secured  by  the  subject  of  this 
sketch  was  in  the  lumber  woods  of  James  O'Neill, 
whose  employ  he  entered  at  the  age  of  thirteen. 
Later  he  was  similarly  occupied  in  the  employ  of 
other  parties.  He  continued  in  that  line  of  work 
for  sixteen.  3^ ears,  and  was  foreman  of  a  camp  for  a 
number  of  years.  During  this  time  he  was  for  five 
summer  seasons  engaged   in   floating  logs  on  the 


river  and  lake.  His  work  was  difficult,  and  re- 
quired on  his  part  patience,  concentration  of  en- 
ergy and  great  industry.  The.se  characteristics  he 
possessed,  and  consequently  met  with  success  in  his 
undertaking. 

While  engaged  in  lumbering,  Mr.  Kenny  estab- 
lished domestic  ties.  He  was  united  in  marriage, 
September  8, 1868,  with  Miss  Ellen  Lynch,  a  native 
of  New  York,  who  for  some  years  lived  in  Wis- 
consin, but  at  the  time  of  her  marriage  was  a  resi- 
dent of  Manistee.  After  his  marriage  he  opened  a 
grocery  store  in  this  city,  forming  a  partnership 
with  Charles  Grund,  which  continued  for  one  3^ear. 
Later  he  was  in  business  alone  for  ten  years,  dur- 
ing which  time  he  built  up  a  profitable  trade.  His 
next  enterprise  was  with  Patrick  Noud  as  partner. 
Together  they  took  a  contract  of  tiie  Manistee  Boom 
Company  for  assorting  and  delivering  logs  to  the 
amount  of  about  $30,000  per  year.  At  the  expi- 
ration  of  five  years  they  renewed  their  contract  for 
ten  years,  making  fifteen  years  of  partnership. 
About  seventy  men,  on  an  average,  were  employed. 
The  grocery  business  was  sold  out  in  1884,  and 
Mr.  Kenny  gave  his  undivided  personal  attention 
to  the  fulfillment  of  the  contracts,  while  Mr.  Noud 
was  engaged  in  the  manufacture  of  lumber.  This 
proved  a  very  profitable  business,  and  the  firm 
was  prospered  financially.  For  fourteen  years,  or 
until  the  year  1894,  Mr.  Kenny  had  the  entire 
management  of  the  concern,  and  its  success  fur- 
nished abundant  proof  of  his  energy  and  execu- 
tive ability. 

Mr.  Kenny  owns  a  tract  of  valuable  pine,  hem- 
lock and  cedar  lands,  from  all  of  which  logs  in 
large  quantities  are  obtained.  As  a  lumberman 
few  have  had  a  more  varied  experience  than  he, 
as  he  has  sturdily  worked  his  way  up  from  an 
humble  position  in  a  lumber  camp  to  a  leading 
rank  among  the  business  men  and  capitalists  of 
this  portion  of  the  state. 

As  a  citizen,  Mr.  Kenny  is  deeply  interested  in 
everything  tending  to  the  progress  of  the  city.  He 
has  made  large  real-estate  investments  here,  and 
believes  that  a  successful  future  awaits  this  thriv- 
ing town.  During  the  period  from  1875  until 
1879  he  filled  the  office  of  City  Treasurer,  to 
which  he  was  elected  upon  the  Democratic  ticket. 
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He  also  served  two  terms,  1888-92,  as  County 
Treasurer.  In  religious  belief  he  is  a  Roman 
Catholic,  and  with  his  family  holds  membership  in 
the  Church  of  the  Guardian  Angels. 

Mr.  and  Mrs.  Kenny  are  the  parents  of  the  fol- 
lowing-named children :  Kate  and  Frances,  who  are 
teachers  in  the  city  schools;  Agnes,  a  student  in 
tlie  State  University  of  Michigan  at  Ann  Arbor; 
Esther,  Clare  and  Cecelia,  who  are  students  in  the 
high  school  of  Manistee,  of  which  the  older  daugh- 
ters are  graduates. 

The  Manistee  County  Savings  Bank  was  incor- 
porated in  May,  1891,  with  a  capital  stock  of  $50,- 
000,  and  the  following  officers:  Thomas  Kenny, 
President;  Edwin  Russell,  Vice-President;  and  W. 
J.  Gregory,  Cashier.  The  capital  stock  and  the 
officials  remain  the  same  as  at  first,  and  among  the 
Directors  are  many  prominent  and  substantial 
men,  including  E.  G.  Filer,  C.  A.  Waal,  Joseph 
Kierster  and  R.  R.  Blacker.  The  deposits  of  the 
bank  are  large,  and  it  has  an  extensive  patronage 
among  the  laboring  classes.  It  is  located  in  the 
Ramsdell  Block,  which  was  built  especially  for 
banking  purposes.  From  the  organization  of  the 
bank  to  the  present  time,  the  course  of  its  officials 
has  been  such  as  to  commend  it  to  the  public  con- 
fidence, and  the  institution  well  deserves  its  repu- 
tation as  a  solid  and  reliable  monetary  concern. 


V .  <x:^ 
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HENRY  M.  HALLETT.  Although  quite  a 
young  man,  this  gentleman  already  has 
considerable  weight  in  the  community 
where  he  resides,  a  fact  which  is  easily  accounted 
for  by  his  strong  principles,  his  active  interest  in 
the  welfare  of  all  around  him,  and  his  pleasant 
manners,  which  are  the  crowning  charm  of  his  fine 
nature.  He  is  at  present  engaged  in  the  furniture 
and  undertaking  business  at  Ludington,  whither 
be  removed  in  1886. 

Our   subject  was   born    in    Somerset,  England, 
February   18,  1866,  to  Samuel  and    Susan  (Law- 


rence) Hallett,  also  natives  of  that  country.  Their 
children  numbered  seven  sons  and  two  daughters, 
viz.:  Samuel,  John,  William,  Annie,  Charles,  Jo- 
seph, Benjamin,  Henry  M.  and  Susan.  Annie  mar- 
ried Willam  Keiser,  of  Cataract.  Samuel  Hallett, 
the  father,  was  a  manufacturer  of  canvas  m  Brent, 
England,  whence  he  emigrated  to  Canada  about 
1874,  locating  at  Kingston,  where  he  now  lives  a 
life  of  retirement.  He  and  his  wife  are  devoted 
members  of  the  Methodist  Church,  with  which  they 
have  been  connected  for  many  years.  The  pater- 
nal grandfather  also  bore  the  name  of  Samuel.  He 
spent  his  entire  life  in  his  native  land,  England,  dy- 
ing in  1880,  at  the  remarkable  age  of  one  hundred 
and  five  years.  His  wife  bore  him  two  sons  and  two 
daughters,  and  died  in  England  in  middle  life. 

Henrj"  M.,  of  this  sketch,  was  a  lad  of  nine  years 
at  the  time  the  family  removed  to  Kingston,  Can- 
ada, and  he  remained  with  them  until  1879,  when 
he  started  out  to  make  his  own  way  in  the  world. 
Desirous  of  entering  the  States,  he  crossed  the  line 
and  made  his  way  to  Grand  Rapids,  arriving  in 
that  city  with  just  twenty-five  cents  in  money. 
Nothing  daunted,  however,  he  sought  and  found 
work  with  the  Powers  &  Walker  Casket  Company, 
and  was  in  their  employ  for  the  following  seven 
years.  Two  years  after  engaging  with  this  firm  he 
was  placed  in  charge  of  the  cloth  department,  and 
being  quick  to  learn,  and  very  observant,  he  soon 
gained  a  thorough  understanding  of  the  business 
in  all  its  details. 

In  1886  Mr.  Hallett  came  to  Ludington  and  es- 
tablished in  the  undertaking  business,  adding  soon 
after  a  furniture  department.  He  carries  a  large 
stock  of  goods  and  conducts  the  most  extensive 
trade  in  these  lines  in  the  place.  Mr.  Hallett  is  a 
man  of  unusual  business  ability  and  deserves  great 
credit,  as  his  entire  property  has  been  accumulated 
by  his  own  efforts. 

The  marriage  of  our  subject  with  Miss  Grace 
Josephine  Crawford,  was  celebrated  September  25, 
1889.  The  lady  is  the  daughter  of  Charles  H.  and 
Catherine  (Ewell)  Crawford,  and  since  her  mar- 
riage with  Mr.  Hallett  there  has  been  born  a  son, 
Harry  N.  Both  parents  are  members  of  the  Con- 
gregational Church,  in  which  body  they  are  in- 
fluential people.     Mr.  Hallett  is  a  Chapter  Mason, 
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also  holds  membership  with  the  Odd  Fellows'  so- 
ciety, the  Knights  of  Pythias  and  the  National 
Union.  In  politics  he  is  a  stanch  supporter  of 
Democratic  principles,  and  on  that  ticket  was 
elected  to  the  responsible  position  of  City  Treas- 
urer of  Ludington  in  1893. 

Our  subject,  besides  the  store  already  spoken  of, 
is  the  proprietor  of  two  hundred  and  eighty  acres 
of  fine  farming  land  in  Mason  County,  just  three 
miles  from  Lvidington.  This  is  in  a  high  state  of 
cultivation,  and  is  devoted  principally  to  the  rais- 
ing  of  fruit. 


<^iS^ 
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REV.  ALBERT  A.  MOUSSA.  There  is  no 
profession  so  exalted  in  its  privileges,  so 
great  in  its  opportunities  and  so  important 
in  its  responsibilities,  as  that  of  the  ministry,  and 
he  who  brings  to  the  profession  a  consecrated  life, 
broad  knowledge,  liberal  culture  and  intense  ear- 
nestness, is  deserving  of  a  high  place  in  the  regard 
of  his  fellow-men.  Such  are  the  qualifications  of 
the  subject  of  this  sketch  for  his  chosen  calling,  and 
it  is  not  strange,  therefore,  that  he  has  gained  more 
than  ordinary  success  as  a  preacher  of  the  Gospel. 
He  came  to  Manistee  in  December,  1885,  and  has 
since  been  pastor  of  St.  Paul's  German  Lutheran 
Church,  the  prosperity  of  which  is  due  entirely  to 
his  tireless  efforts. 

From  early  boyhood  Rev.  Mr.  Moussa  has  en- 
joyed advantages  accorded  to  few.  He  was  born 
in  Palestine,  Asia,  May  29,  1858, and  in  Jerusalem, 
where  he  resided  until  his  sixteenth  year,  he  was 
educated  in  the  elementary  branches  in  German, 
Greek,  English,  Arabic,  Hebrew  and  Latin.  At 
the  age  mentioned  he  removed  to  Basel,  Switzer- 
land, and  entered  a  theological  seminary,  where  he 
conducted  his  studies  for  four  years.  In  1877,  and 
while  conducting  his  studies  at  Basel,  he  was  called 
to  Russia,  during  the  war  trouble  with  Turkey,  to 
fill  the  position  of  translator  and  army  chaplain. 
He  also  went  to  Bulgaria,  following  the  Russian 
army  across  the  Danube.     In  the  valley  of   the 


Danube  he  contracted  malarial  fever,  from  the  ef- 
fects of  which  he  has  never  fully  recovered. 

Returning  to  Basel,  our  subject  resumed  the 
studies  which  had  been  interrupted  by  the  war. 
He  continued  thus  occupied  until  1878,  when  he 
came  to  America.  Prior  to  leaving  Germany  he 
was  ordained  to  the  ministry,  and  on  arriving  in 
Michigan  he  was  at  once  given  charge  of  a  church 
in  Washtenaw  County.  For  a  time  he  served  in 
the  capacity  of  a  substitute  or  supply  for  absent 
pastors.  Afterward  he  was  installed  as  pastor  of  a 
church  in  Genoa,  Livingston  County,  where  he 
labored  six  years,  meantime  erecting  a  fine  church. 
For  a  short  time  he  served  a  congregation  near 
Saginaw,  and  from  that  place  came  to  Manistee,  in 
December,  1885.  Here  he  found  onl}^  nine  mem- 
bers, the  church  and  parochial  school  being  in  a 
disorganized  condition.  The  outlook  was  certainly 
very  discouraging,  but  by  faithful  and  intelligent 
labor  he  has  succeeded  in  bringing  order  out  of 
chaos,  and  to-day  has  a  congregation  of  one  hun- 
dred and  thirty  families.  The  school  has  also  been 
re-organized,  and  is  now  in  a  prosperous  condition, 
in  charge  of  a  competent  teacher. 

During  Mr.  Moussa's  pastorate  a  very  handsome 
brick  church  has  been  erected,  which  was  dedicated 
in  1891.  It  has  a  seating  capacity  of  about  eight 
hundred,  is  supplied  with  a  fine  pipe  organ,  stained 
glass  windows  and  substantial  modern  furnishings. 
Under  his  supervision  a  two-story  school  building 
has  been  erected,  in  which  two  grades  can  be  ac- 
commodated and  instructed  in  the  elementary 
branches,  including  English  and  German,  and  re- 
ligious training.  The  two  buildings  were  erected 
at  a  cost  of  $10,000,  a  very  large  part  of  which 
has  been  paid,  and  the  balance  satisfactorily  pro- 
vided for. 

While  pastor  of  the  church  in  Genoa,  Mr. 
Moussa  was  married  to  Miss  Waly  Bierschn ei- 
der, who  was  born  in  Bavaria,  Germany,  Feb- 
ruary 5,  1860,  and  in  1876  came  to  America  with 
her  parents,  settling  in  Michigan.  Her  parents  are 
still  living,  and  make  their  home  in  Saginaw 
Count}^  Two  children  bless  this  union.  The  elder 
son,  Hans,  is  a  student  in  the  college  at  Watertown, 
Wis.,  and  is  a  youth  of  exceptionally  fine  mind  and 
literary  attainments.     The  younger  son,  Herbert, 
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attends  the  school  under  jurisdiction  of  this  church. 
Our  subject  is  the  only  representative  of  his  father's 
famil3'  in  the  United  States.  He  has  a  brother,  a 
resident  of  Jerusalem,  who  is  engaged  in  missionary 
work  in  that  far-distant  city.  His  parents  died 
there  in  1866,  both  falling  victims  to  cholera  on 
the  same  day. 

In  addition  to  his  labors  as  a  pastor  of  the  church, 
Mr.  Moussa  has  other  important  and  responsible 
interests  in  the  cause  of  religion.  At  present  he 
is  filling  the  position  of  Secretary  of  the  German 
Lutheran  Synod  of  Michigan.  He  is  also  a  mem- 
ber of  a  committee  called  the  Mission  Board  of  the 
Synods  of  Michigan,  Wisconsin  and  Minnesota,  for 
the  dissemination  of  light  among  the  Apache  In- 
dians of  Arizona.  It  is  his  chief  ambition  in  life 
to  promote  the  cause  of  Christianity,  and  that  he 
has  met  with  great  success  in  this  line  is  not  sur- 
prising, for  his  whole  energies  are  devoted  to  the 
work.  Not  only  his  parishioners,  but  others  as  well, 
have  come  to  rely  upon  his  good  judgment  and 
unfailing  common  sense;  they  trust  his  unselfish 
interest  in  the  welfare  of  others,  and  rest  absolutely 
on  his  brave  wisdom  and  sincerity. 


^^=^>-^^<i 


(Q>^=^ 


WILLIAM  DOUGLAS.  Every  city  fur- 
nishes its  quota  of  what  the  world 
calls  ''self-made''  men,  who,  commenc- 
ing life  without  financial  assistance,  have  by  means 
of  their  own  good  judgment  and  indefatigable 
energy  gained  success  in  their  chosen  vocations. 
Such  a  one  is  the  subject  of  this  sketch,  well 
known  as  the  Vice-President  and  General  Super- 
intendent of  the  Manistee  &  Northeastern  Rail- 
road, and  as  a  member  of  the  Buckley  &  Douglas 
Lumber  Compan}'. 

The  parents  of  our  subject,  William  and  Louisa 
Jane  (I)ewar)  Douglas,  were  natives,  respectively, 
of  Scotland  and  Chatham,  Canada, and  the  former, 
who  was  a  lumberman  in  his  younger  years,  is  now 
living  retired   in  Manistee  at  the  age  of  seventy- 


eight  (1895).  William  was  born  m  Chatham,  Que- 
bec, April  28,  1848.  In  boyhood  he  was  employed 
by  the  English  Government  on  the  Carillon  Canal, 
beginning  when  fourteen  years  old  to  remove  ob- 
structions from  the  locks,  and  becoming  familiar 
with  the  work  until  he  was  able  to  fill  any  place 
on  the  canal.  He  was  employed  there  for  six  years, 
or  until  the  age  of  twenty  years. 

In  1869  Mr.  Douglas  removed  to  Joliet,  111., 
where  he  worked  for  a  few  weeks,  and  from  there 
went  to  Manistique,  in  Northern  Michigan,  where 
he  worked  on  the  river  for  a  lumber  company.  In 
the  fall  of  1869  he  came  to  Manistee  without  any 
definite  employment  in  view.  Going  to  the  ad- 
jacent woods,  he  secured  a  position  as  teamster  for 
Smith  &  McGinnis,  with  whom  he  remained  until 
spring.  During  the  summer  of  1870  he  engaged 
in  logging,  and  the  following  year  hauled  supplies 
by  the  ton  into  the  camps.  In  tlie  winter  of  1872 
he  took  a  logging  job,  getting  out  two  million 
feet  of  lumber  and  landing  loirs  iu  Manistee  for 
the  firm  of  Cushman  &  Calkins.  That  enterprise 
proved  remunerative,  and  by  saving  his  earnings 
he  laid  the  foundation   for  his  future  prosperity. 

In  order  to  investigate  the  lumber  interests  of 
the  far  West,  Mr.  Douglas  visited  California,  Ore- 
gon and  Washington,  where  he  spent  several 
months.  On  his  return  to  Manistee  he  took  a 
logging  job  for  Charles  Rutz  <fe  Bros.,  getting  out 
seven  million  feet  of  lumber,  which  required  two 
years.  He  then  commenced  to  buy  stump  timber 
and  haul  logs  into  lumber  camps,  at  which  he  con- 
tinued until  1880.  During  that  year,  associated 
with  Edward  Buckley,  under  the  firm  name  of 
Buckley  cfe  Douglas,  he  founded  the  firm  that  still 
exists.  They  continued  to  operate  for  six  years 
on  the  plan  he  had  previously  pursued  alone, 
getting  other  mills  to  cut  the  logs.  They  manu- 
factured between  fifty  and  seventy-five  millions 
per  annum,  and  gave  emplo3'ment  to  two  hundred 
men.  In  1887  they  purchased  the  mill  formerly 
owned  by  the  Ruddick  &  Nettall  Lumber  Com- 
pany, and  this  they  rebuilt,  expending  1150,000 
for  the  purpose. 

In  the  spring  of  1888  Mr.  Douglas  was  instru- 
mental in  building  the  Manistee  &  Northeastern 
Railroad,  a  line  extending  from  Manistee  to  Trav- 
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erse  City,  and  having  a  main  line  of  seventy 
miles,  with  a  branch  of  three  miles  to  Onekama, 
and  anotlier  of  the  same  length  to  Cedar  City. 
The  road  was  completed  in  July,  1892.  The  track 
is  laid  througli  a  hardwood  timber  country,  and 
towns  have  been  started  along  the  line  since  the 
building  of  the  road.  The  capital  stock,  12,000,- 
000,  IS  owned  by  Messrs.  Buckley  and  Douglas, 
and  the  officers  are  Edward  Buckley,  President; 
William  Douglas,  Vice-President  and  General  Su- 
perintendent; and  William  J.  Lau,  Secretar3^  The 
main  line  connects  at  Manistee  with  the  Flint  <fc 
Pere  Marquette;  at  Manistee  Crossing  with  the 
Chicago  &  West  Michigan;  at  Copemish  with  the 
Toledo,  Ann  Arbor  &  North  ISIichigan;  also  with 
three  boat  lines  at  Manistee  and  two  at  Traverse 
City. 

Through  the  building  of  this  road  avast  area  of 
territory  has  been  opened  hitherto  inaccessible, 
and,  as  much  of  the  territory  is  fine  farming  land, 
a  good  class  of  settlers  is  being  attracted  hither. 
The  land  is  worth  from  $1.25  to  $15  per  acre,  and 
is  largely  held  by  non-residents.  The  lumber  com- 
pany owns  thirty  thousand  acres  along  the  line  of 
the  road,  which  furnishes  about  one-half  of  the 
demands  of  their  mill.  Along  the  line  there  are 
also  thirteen  sawmills  for  hardwood  lumber. 

The  road  is  thoroughly  equipped  for  efficient 
service,  having  eight  engines,  seven  passenger  cars, 
an  ample  supply  of  box  and  flat  cars  and  other  ac- 
cessories. They  run  two  passenger  trains,  making 
the  full  round  trip  daily,  and  also  a  train  con- 
necting with  the  Chicago  <fe  West  Michigan  night 
train.  Employment  is  given  to  one  hundred  and 
seventy  men,  who  by  their  courtesy,  attention  to 
passengers,  and  genial  manners  have  brought  the 
service  into  great  popularity.  The  coaches  are 
first  class,  having  been  erected  at  a  cost  of  between 
14,500  and  $7,000  each.  The  company  also  has 
mail  and  express  contracts. 

The  mill  has  a  capacity  of  fifty  million  feet  per 
annum,  and  is  run  eleven  months  of  the  year  at 
its  full  capacity.  Steadj^  employment  is  furnished 
to  a  force  of  three  hundred  men,  and  besides  these 
one  hundred  and  fifty  men  are  employed  in  the 
woods  throughout  the  year.  Recently  the  Manis- 
tee (fe  Northeastern  Railroad   Company  started  a 


branch  line  from  Manistee  southeast  twenty  five 
miles,  by  which  a  fine  hardwood  territory  will  be 
opened  for  settlement.  A  branch  road  is  also  pro- 
jected from  Lake  Ann  to  Glen  Arbor,  on  Lake 
Michigan, twenty-five  miles  in  length  and  extend- 
ing through  a  new  country,  that  within  a  few  years 
will  prove  a  splendid  agricultui'al  region.  The 
road  has  proved  a  paying  enterprise  for  its  pro- 
jectors. The  stock  has  never  been  placed  on  the 
market,  and  after  the  first  ten  miles  of  the  road 
had  been  built  there  was  never  any  doubt  as  to  its 
success.  Its  fine  condition  is  largely  due  to  the 
executive  ability  of  Mr.  Douglas,  who  has  given 
it  his  personal  oversight,  guiding  its  interests  with 
a  keen  judgment  and  pushing  forward  its  success 
by  every  means  in  his  power. 

In  1879  Mr.  Douglas  married  Miss  Annie  M.  Hal- 
ter, of  Manistee.  Mrs.  Douglas  was  reared  in  this 
city  and  is  the  daughter  of  Anton  Halter,  a  pio- 
neer of  Manistee,  whose  death  occurred  in  August, 
1894,  at  the  age  of  sixty-two  years.  In  religious 
connections  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Douglas  attend  the  serv- 
ices of  the  Congregational  Church  and  are  deeply 
interested  in  all  philanthropic  and  charitable  en- 
terprises. Socially  he  is  a  Mason  and  has  attained 
the  degree  of  Knight  Templar.  While  not  act- 
ively connected  with  political  matters,  he  is  a 
strong  Republican,  and  maintains  a  deep  interest 
in  everything  calculated  to  promote  the  welfare 
of  the  city,  and  is  a  loyal,  public-spirited  citizen, 
an  honor  to  the  community  in  which  he  resides, 
and  worthy  of  the  confidence  reposed  in  him. 


-^  -=^=^>^<m=^-^- 


T7>  SEDORE  GILBERT.  The  record  of  the 
r^O  life  of  this  gentleman  proves  what  it  is  in 
the  power  of  all,  with  industiy  and  econ- 
omy, to  accomplish  for  themselves.  Early  orphaned 
by  the  death  of  his  father,  he  had  few  advantages 
in  youth,  but  when  quite  young  was  obliged  to  be- 
come self-supporting.  He  came  to  Sherman  in  the 
fall  of  1867,  and  his  first  employment  was  as  a 
teamster.     Later  he  became  proprietor  of  the  Sher- 
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mail  House,  which  he  conducted  for  one  year.  He 
then  became  clerk  in  the  store  of  McQueston 
Bros.,  with  whom  he  remained  four  years  and  a-half. 
Saving  his  earnings,  he  was  enabled,  at  the  expira- 
tion of  that  period,  to  enter  business  for  himself, 
and  formed  a  partnership  with  I.  H.  McQueston, 
under  the  firm  name  of  McQueston  &  Gilbert. 
After  four  and  one-half  years  in  that  connection, 
he  became  interested  in  the  mercantile  business 
with  T.  A.  Ferguson  and  H.  B.  Sturtevant,  the  firm 
title  being  E.  Gilbert  &  Co.  Two  years  later  he 
sold  out  and  became  a  member  of  the  firm  of  Gil- 
bert, Hopkins  &  Co.,  which  was  afterward  suc- 
ceeded by  the  present  firm  of  Gilbert  &  Sturtevant. 

Referring  to  the  personal  history  of  our  subject, 
we  find  that  he  was  born  in  Brook ville,  Ind.,  Sep- 
tember 22,  1847,  being  the  youngest  child  of  Tru- 
man and  Calista  (Clark)  Gilbert.  He  has  two  sis- 
ters: Julia,  who  is  the  wife  of  William  F.  Colson, 
of  Chicago;  and  Maria,  Mrs.  H.  W.  Grinnell,  of 
Hudson,  Mich.  He  was  only  eighteen  months  old 
when  death  deprived  him  of  his  father.  In  his  in- 
fancy he  was  taken  by  his  mother  to  Jonesville, 
Mich.,  and  later  lived  at  Hillsdale,  this  state.  His 
mother,  who  for  some  time  conducted  a  hotel,  was 
a  second  time  married,  and  died  at  the  age  of  sixty- 
six  years. 

After  twelve  years  of  age  our  subject  had  no 
school  advantages,  as  he  was  obliged  to  earn  his 
own  living.  In  youth  he  worked  as  a  farm  hand, 
and  for  a  time  made  his  home  with  a  brother-in- 
law  in  Hudson,  this  state,  whence  he  came  to  Sher- 
man. The  immediate  cause  of  his  removal  to 
Northern  Michigan  was  the  reading  of  some  glow- 
ing descriptions  of  the  opportunities  this  section 
presented  to  ambitious  but  poor  men,  which  were 
published  in  the  Grand  Traverse  Herald,  His  un- 
cle, Sylvester  Clark,  was  a  resident  of  Sherman,  and 
accordingly  he  came  hither,  and,  being  well  pleased 
with  the  prospects,  established  his  permanent  home 
at  this  place.  His  arrival  here  antedated  the  rail- 
road, and  for  four  years  he  was  one  of  the  con- 
tractors on  the  mail  route  between  Sherman  and 
Man  ton. 

His  attention  having  been  directed  closely  to  his 
business  affairs,  Mr.  Gilbert  has  had  little  time  for 
the  consideration  of  politics,  and,  aside  from  cast- 


ing his  ballot,  takes  no  active  interest  in  public 
matters.  He  has  served  in  the  capacity  of  Town 
Trustee,  in  which  he  has  rendered  satisfactory  serv- 
ice. In  religious  belief  he  is  identified  with  the 
Methodist  Episcopal  Church,  and  is  one  of  the 
Trustees  of  the  congregation.  Socially  he  is  a 
member  of  Sherman  Lodge  No.  372,  A.  F.  &  A.  M. 
The  marriage  of  Mr.  Gilbert  took  place  in  1871, 
his  wife  being  Maiy,  daughter  of  Jeremiah  Fox, 
and  a  native  of  Cattaraugus  County,  N.  Y.  Two 
children  bless  their  union,  Myrtle  and  lone.  Mr. 
Gilbert  is  numbered  among  the  men  who  have 
achieved  success  in  Northern  Michigan.  He  came 
to  Sherman  without  any  capital  whatever,  but 
through  energy  and  honesty  has  become  prosperous 
and  gained  success. 


WILLIAM  KIESEWALTER.  One  of 
the  important  business  enterprises  of 
Ludington  is  that  owned  and  con- 
ducted by  Mr.  Kiesewalter.  He  is  engaged  in  the 
flour,  feed  and  grocery  business  on  the  corner  of 
Ludington  Avenue  and  Harrison  Street,  where  he 
occupies  a  commodious  and  substantial  building, 
with  a  frontage  of  ninety-eight  feet.  Through 
the  reliability  of  his  dealings  and  his  upright  char- 
acter, he  has  become  well  and  favorably  known  to 
the  people  of  this  section  of  the  state,  and  is  recog- 
nized as  one  of  the  representative  and  energetic 
German  citizens  of  the  place. 

Born  in  Prussia,  March  22,  1834,  Mr.  Kiesewal- 
ter was  a  young  man  of  twenty-eight  years  when, 
in  1862,  he  came  to  the  United  States.  He  had 
served  an  apprenticeship  at  the  miller's  trade,  and 
his  first  work  in  this  country  was  in  a  flourmill  at 
Chicago.  Later  he  was  employed  in  Milwaukee 
one  year.  In  1863  he  went  to  Hamblen,  Mich., 
and  for  two  and  one-half  years  worked  in  a  saw- 
mill, after  which  he  spent  a  year  in  Milwaukee. 
During  his  sojourn  in  that  city  he   married  Miss 
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Katharine   Miller,  a  native  of  Germany,  and  an 
employe  of  the  miller  for  whom  he  worked. 

Returning  to  Michigan  in  1866,  Mr.  Kiese wai- 
ter settled  in  Lu  ding  ton,  when  this  village  was  in 
its  infancy.  He  bought  his  present  corner  lot  for 
|50,  but  eight  years  later  was  obliged  to  pay  1500 
more  in  order  to  clear  the  title.  A  mill  had  been 
started  here  bj'  a  man  of  the  name  of  Fort,  who 
sold  it  to  James  Ludington.  The  county  seat  was 
then  located  at  Lincoln,  three  miles  distant.  Mr. 
Ludington  had  not  secured  the  forty  acres  still 
owned  by  Fort,  and  the  latter,  who  was  found  in 
Muskegon,  was  greatly  surprised  to  learn  that  the 
tract  had  not  been  sold,  but  was  quite  valuable. 
Mr.  Kiesewalter^s  lot,  which  was  then  in  the  woods, 
is  now  in  the  center  of  the  city,  and  many  im- 
provements have  been  made  upon  the  surrounding 
property. 

When  Mr.  Kiesewalter  came  to  Ludington,  the 
only  mill  here  was  owned  by  James  Luding- 
ton, of  Milwaukee,  and  was  operated  by  a  Mr. 
Johnson.  Later  a  Mr.  Peterson,  of  Manistee,  was 
in  charge,  after  which  a  Mr.  Foster  managed  the 
mill.  The  latter  was  shot  while  in  the  backyard 
of  his  home  in  Ludington.  It  is  supposed  that 
some  one  broke  into  his  house  with  robbery  in 
view,  and  Mr.  Foster,  following  him  into  the  yard, 
was  shot  by  the  robber.  However,  the  matter 
was  never  explained,  and  is  to-day  as  great  a  mys- 
tery as  at  the  time  of  the  murder.  The  old  mill 
employed  one  hundred  and  fifty  or  two  hun- 
dred men,  and  was  run  night  and  day.  It  had 
a  circular,  upright  and  two  gang  saws,  and  would 
turn  out  a  vessel-load  every  twenty-four  hours. 

Before  the  title  to  his  property  was  cleared  Mr. 
Kiesewalter  built  a  store  on  his  lot,  but  afterward 
sold  the  store  and  one-half  the  lot,  for  which  he 
was  to  receive  $2,000  in  cash.  The  purchaser  paid 
one-half  the  amount,  but  failed  to  pay  the  balance, 
and  our  subject  was  compelled  to  take  the  build- 
ing back,  and  has  since  conducted  a  grocer}^  busi- 
ness therein.  In  connection  with  his  grocery 
store  he  has  a  feedmill  and  grinds  feed  for  his 
customers;  he  also  handles  lime,  cement,  hair, 
brick,  etc.  He  gives  his  entire  attention  to  his 
business  affairs,  and  has  never  identified  himself 
with  public  matters.     With  his  family   he    holds 


membership  in  the  German  Lutheran  Church,  in 
which  faith  he  was  reared.  He  and  his  wife  have 
three  children,  of  whom  the  eldest  is  a  son,  John 
W.,  now  in  business  with  his  father.  Lizzie,  the 
elder  daughter,  is  an  accomplished  young  lady, 
popular  among  her  associates.  Carrie,  the  younger, 
is  a  school  girl  of  twelve  years. 


^rr-r   BIRAM  P.   McCONNELL,  M.  D.,  one  of 

/ — \  the  prominent  physicians  not  only  of 
Ludington,  but  of  the  western  part  of 
Michigan,  has  been  for  nine  years  Assistant  Sur- 
geon of  the  United  States  Marine  Hospital  Service, 
and  has  charge  of  the  hospital  here,  making  regu- 
lar reports  to  the  Surgeon-General  at  Washington. 
At  various  times  he  has  been  medical  examiner 
for  many  life-insurance  companies,  and  enjoys  a 
very  enviable  reputation  as  a  practitioner.  In 
point  of  years  of  residence,  he  is  the  oldest  physi- 
cian in  the  city,  within  whose  boundaries  he  has 
made  his  abode  for  the  past  twenty-three  years. 
He  is  an  honored  member  of  the  Pere  Marquette 
Medical  Society. 

A  son  of  Joseph  and  Roxy  (Morse)  McConnell, 
our  subject  was  born  in  McConnellsville,  N.  Y., 
and  there  grew  to  manhood.  At  the  age  of  sixteen 
years  he  entered  the  seminary  at  Cazenovia,  N.  Y., 
where  he  pursued  a  four-years  preparatory  course 
with  the  intention  of  entering  one  of  the  higher 
universities.  However,  he  changed  his  plans  and 
entered  the  Castleton  Medical  College  at  Castleton, 
Vt.,  where  he  took  two  terms  of  lectures.  He  then 
completed  his  medical  education  in  the  Cincinnati 
College,  from  which  he  graduated  in  March,  1850. 
He  at  once  began  practicing  in  Cincinnati,  where 
he  remained  for  two  years,  after  which  he  became 
a  resident  of  Pontiac,  Mich.,  where  he  enjoyed  a 
lucrative  practice  for  about  twenty-three  years. 

In  August,  1862,  Dr.  McConnell  entered  the 
Union  service  as  a  surgeon,  with  the  rank  of  Major. 
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He  was  assigned  to  the  Twenty-second  Michigan 
Infantry,  wliich  was  organized  at  Pontiac,  and  had 
as  Colonel  ex-Governor  Wisner,  who  died  in  the 
service.  The  entire  army  life  of  the  Doctor  was 
with  the  Twentj^-second  Regiment,  most  of  the 
time  being  Brigade  Surgeon,  and  lie  was  present 
on  each  field  of  battle.  Among  others  in  which  his 
regiment  was  engaged  were  those  of  Resaca,  Ken- 
esaw  Mountain,  Chickamauga,  and  nearly  all  of 
the  engagements  of  the  Atlanta  campaign.  For  a 
time  he  was  on  detached  service  in  charge  of  hospi- 
tals, and  for  two  months  was  superintendent  of 
the  pest-house  for  small-pox  patients  at  Cleve- 
land, Tenn.  At  the  time  the  disease  was  very 
prevalent,  two  hundred  cases  were  in  the  hospital, 
and  most  vigorous  measures  had  to  be  employed 
to  stamp  out  the  scourge.  The  first  year  his  assist- 
ant was  Wells  B.  Fox,  M.  D.,  a  noted  surgeon  of 
Bancroft,  Mich.,  now  deceased.  The  Doctor  and 
his  comrades  experienced  the  hardships  of  army 
life  at  its  worst,  and  he  has  many  interesting  rec- 
ollections of  those  by-gone  days.  Once  m  Ken- 
tucky they  were  ordered  from  Lexington  to  Dan- 
ville, a  distance  of  forty  miles,  to  meet  the  enemy. 
Starting  at  noon,  in  the  midst  of  a  rain  and  snow 
storm,  they  traveled  nine  miles,  and  the  next  day 
covered  the  remainder  of  the  journey.  Many  cf 
the  poor  boys  were  entirely  worn  out,  and  as  there 
was  much  sickness  among  them,  they  decided  to 
put  up  a  temporarj-^  hospital;  but  notice  came  to 
retreat  toward  Lexington,  and  they  were  obliged 
to  march  all  night,  reaching  theie  about  ten  o'clock 
the  next  morning.  Many  of  the  soldiers  died 
from  exhaustion,  and  the  regiment  lost  fully  one 
hundred  men.  There  was  also  the  greatest  mortal- 
ity in  their  regiment  at  Chickamauga,  as  they  went 
into  the  engagement  with  five  hundred  and  four 
men,  and  came  out  with  but  sixty-four,  the  re- 
mainder being  either  killed,  wounded  or  captured. 
They  were  the  ones  who  covered  the  retreat  of  the 
Union  forces,  and  the  flag  captured  at  that  time 
was  not  returned  to  the  regiment  until  their 
last  re-union,  held  in  August.  1894,  at  Pontiac, 
when  about  one  hundred  of  the  surviving  veterans 
had  the  pleasure  of  greeting  the  old  flag,  which 
had  been  shot  almost  to  pieces.  The  captured  sol- 
diers were  kept  prisoners  until  the  close  of  the  war, 


and  the  Doctor,  for  one,  considers  those  days  the 
saddesfc  and  gloomiest  of  his  life.  He  received 
his  final  discharge  under  Government  orders,  June 
28,  1865. 

In  March,  1850,  our  subject  was  married  in  Cin- 
cinnati to  Miss  Helen  Stewart,  one  of  the  city's 
most  talented  young  ladies.  Of  their  union  four 
children  have  been  born,  three  of  whom  are  still 
living,  namely:  Fred  A.,  a  druggist  at  Saginaw; 
Stewart,  who  is  engaged  in  the  wholesale  wall- 
paper business  at  Chicago;  and  Charles  W.,  a  book- 
keeper of  this  place.  George  J.,  the  second  son, 
died  September  28,  1889.  When  the  first  Method- 
ist Episcopal  Church  was  built  in  Mason  County 
in  1873,  the  Doctor  and  his  estimable  wife  helped 
in  the  attainment  of  that  result,  and  were  among 
the  original  members  of  the  congregation.  The 
Doctor  is  Eow  Trustee,  and  a  strong  pillar  in  the 
church. 


:£)#^^ 


NELS  JOHNSON.  Throughout  the  entire 
country  Mr.  Johnson  is  well  know^n  as  the 
designer  and  manufacturer  of  the  Century 
Tower  Clock.  His  home  is  in  Manistee,  and  he  is 
numbered  among  the  leading  citizens  of  that  place, 
as  well  as  one  of  the  influential  men  of  Northern 
Michigan.  For  more  than  thirty  years  he  has  made 
a  special  study  of  the  science  of  horologj^,  and 
thoroughly  understands  everything  connected  with 
the  measurement  of  time.  He  is  familiar  with  the 
true  principle  of  gearing,  escapements,  mechanical 
movements,  and  the  pendulum  and  laws  governing 
them;  also  with  the  instruments  that  from  the  ear- 
liest period  have  measured  time — the  clepsydra  or 
water  clock  of  the  Grecians  and  Romans,  the  sun 
dial,  the  hour-glass,  the  graduated  candle,  and  nu- 
merous other  contrivances  invented  by  men  of  var- 
ious ages,  all  imperfect  and  crude,  but  serving  as 
stepping-stones  for  the  perfecting  of  the  chronom- 
eter, the  regulator  and  the  sidereal  clocks  of  the 
present  century. 

A  sketch  of  the  life  of  one  so  prominent  will 


186 


PORTRAIT   AND   BIOGRAPHICAL   RECORD. 


iberefore  possess  for  our  readers  more  than  ordi- 
nary interest.  Mr.  Johnson  is  a  native  of  Den- 
mark, and  was  born  November  26,  1838.  His  boy- 
hood years  were  uneventfully  passed  in  his  native 
land,  whence  in  early  manhood  he  emigrated  to 
America.  In  1861  he  reached  Milwaukee,  where 
he  worked  one  year  as  a  blacksmith,  having  learned 
that  trade  in  his  youth.  Afterward  he  became  an 
employe  in  a  machine-shop,  where  he  was  from  time 
to  time  promoted,  until  he  finally  held  one  of  the 
most  important  positions  in  the  concern.  During 
his  connection  with  that  shop,  covering  a  period 
of  ten  years,  he  laid  the  foundation  of  the  success 
which  he  has  since  attained. 

In  1871  Mr.  Johnson  came  to  Manistee,  where 
he  opened  a  machine-shop  and  foundry.  In  Octo- 
ber of  the  same  year  his  shop  was  destroyed  by 
fire,  at  the  same  time  that  Chicago  was  burned,  and 
his  loss  was  complete.  This  left  him  in  ver^'  poor 
circumstances;  in  fact,  such  was  his  poverty,  he 
and  his  wife  were  obliged  to  spend  the  winter  in  a 
small  coal  shed,  having  no  other  home.  How- 
ever, he  had  an  abundance  of  pluck  and  determi- 
nation, and  soon  purchased  from  John  Canfield  the 
tract  where  his  shops  are  now  located.  Through 
Mr.  Canfield,  A.  O.  Wheeler  became  interested  in 
the  enterprise,  and  the  new  firm  soon  had  charge 
of  a  profitable  and  increasing  business.  A  special!}^ 
was  made  of  the  repairing  and  building  of  sawmill 
machinery,  also  of  the  fitting  out  of  shingle-mills. 
In  the  latter  department  of  the  work  employment 
was  given  to  twelve  or  fifteen  men.  For  twenty 
years  the  partnership  continued,  but  the  connection 
was  finall}^  dissolved  by  the  retirement  of  Mr. 
Wheeler  from  the  business. 

While  giving  his  attention  principally  to  that 
enterprise,  Mr.  Johnson  also  found  time  to  study 
carefully  the  mathematical  relations  of  clock  move- 
ments. Purchasing  a  second-hand  clock,  he  gained 
through  investigation  a  thorough  knowledge  of  its 
mechanism.  Some  eight  years  ago  he  met  Profess- 
or Harrington,  of  Ann  Arbor,  now  Chief  of  the 
Weather  Bureau,  who  told  him  that  no  two  clocks 
could  be  made  to  run  together,  and  that  the  only 
way  to  arrive  at  correct  time  was  to  depend  upon 
the  fixed  stars,  which  could  be  reached  by  the  use  of 
the  tmnsit.    Two  years  after  that  conversation,  Mr. 


Johnson  secured  a  transit,  which  still  stands  in  his 
private  oflfice,  arranged  to  observe  the  passing  of 
any  star. 

From  Professor  Hussey,  then  of  Ann  Arbor,  now 
of  the  Leland  Stanford  University,  Mr.  Johnson 
received  material  assistance  m  ,his  higher  mathe- 
matical calculations.  About  1886  he  commenced 
to  manufacture  clocks,  and  so  rapidly  did  he  ad- 
vance in  this  work  that  one  of  his  tower  clocks  was 
chosen  for  the  Michigan  State  Building  at  the 
World's  Fair.  Another  of  his  clocks  adorns  a 
large  Lutheran  Church  in  Rochester,  N.  Y.,  one  is 
in  Fond  du  Lac,  Wis.,  three  in  Milwaukee,  one  in 
Postville,  Iowa,  and  one  in  the  City  Hall  at  Lud- 
ington.  One  of  the  finest  clocks  is  in  the  Fort 
Street  Depot  of  Detroit,  which  is  guaranteed  to  run 
with  a  variation  of  only  ten  seconds  per  month. 
He  owns  a  valuable  chronometer,  which  is  regulated 
by  his  transit.  Though  he  has  made  many  im- 
portant improvements,  he  has  never  taken  out  any 
letters  patent,  but  is  content  to  let  others  enjoy 
all  the  advantages  to  be  derived  from  their  use. 
His  outfit  of  tools  was  purchased  at  a  cost  of  more 
than  $4,000.  He  has  a  fine  unmounted,  six-inch 
telescope,  which  when  placed  in  position  will  be 
one  of  the  best  in  the  United  States. 

Among  the  societies  with  which  Mr.  Johnson  is 
identified  are  the  Astronomical  Society  of  the  Pa- 
cific and  the  Astronomical  Association  of  Michi- 
gan, also  the  American  Association  for  the  Ad- 
vancement of  Science.  He  has  attended  the  meet- 
ings of  these  organizations,  and  while  not  a  public 
speaker  has,  through  his  acknowledged  abilities, 
gained  the  esteem  of  their  leaders.  Believing  the 
science  of  astronomy  to  be  the  basis  of  all  correct 
time,  he  has  made  a  specialty  of  its  study,  and  few 
are  better  informed  upon  the  subject  than  is  he. 

In  Milwaukee,  in  1865,  Mr.  Johnson  was  united 
in  marriage  with  Miss  Frances  Green,  who  was  born 
in  Germany,  but  at  the  time  of  her  marriage  was 
living  in  Milwaukee.  She  died  in  Manistee  after 
having  become  the  mother  of  two  sons  and  three 
daughters.  The  eldest,  August,  was  for  two  years 
instructor  in  the  mechanical  department  of  Dela- 
ware College,  in  Newark,  Del.,  and  is  now  superin- 
tendent of  the  foundry  and  machine-shop.  Hattie, 
the  second  in  order  of  birth,  is  the  wife  of  Harold 
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T.  Newton,  and  is  a  musician  of  acknowledged 
talent.  Doilie  is  a  trained  nurse  in  Chicago.  Nels 
is  employed  as  engineer  in  the  shop.  Kate,  who  is 
now  sixteen  years  of  age,  is  a  student  in  the  busi- 
ness college  of  Manistee.  The  second  wife  of  our 
subject,  whom  he  married  in  April,  1881,  was  Miss 
Amanda  Golden,  of  Manistee.  In  religious  belief 
he  is  a  member  of  the  Methodist  Episcopal  Church, 
of  which  he  is  a  Trustee  and  has  been  a  Class 
Leader  for  twenty  years.  By  his  upright  life  and 
superior  ability  he  won  tiie  respect  and  confidence 
of  his  associates,  and  through  the  exercise  of  sound 
judgment  and  sagacity  he  has  gained  a  well 
merited  competence. 


=+ 


+= 


HON.  GP:0RGE  H.  reader  is  engaged 
in  general  merchandising  in  Scottville, 
where  he  owns  a  good  piece  of  residence 
property.  He  is  also  part  owner  of  a  forty-acre 
farm,  located  in  Amber  Township,  Mason  County. 
In  politics  he  is  an  ardent  su[)porter  of  the  Repub- 
lican party,  and  was  a  member  of  the  Legislature 
in  1887.  For  many  years  he  has  held  the  office  of 
Village  Trustee,  and  was  the  second  President  of 
the  place.  For  a  period  of  four  years-  he  was 
Township  Supervisor,  and  was  Justice  of  the  Peace 
for  eight  years.  The  firm  of  which  he  is  a  member 
does  business  under  the  style  of  Reader  Bros.  & 
Hunter. 

The  parents  of  George  H.  were  George  and  Jane 
(Gummer)  Reader,  who  had  four  other  sons  and 
three  daughters,  all  of  whom  are  living.  Mary, 
the  eldest  daughter,  is  the  wife  of  Francis  W. 
Woodworth,  of  Scottville;  William  H.  is  the  next 
in  order  of  birth;  Annie  is  the  wife  of  John  D. 
Hunter;  and  the  others  are  TalcottR.,  Frederick  J., 
Walter  E.  and  Florence  J.  George  Reader,  Sr.,  and 
wife  are  both  natives  of  England.  In  1855  they 
came  to  the  United  States,  settling  in  Sacket's  Har- 
bor, N,  y,     There  they  resided  until  1888,  when 


they  came  to  dwell  in  Scottville.  They  are  both 
members  of  the  Episcopalian  Church,  and  enjoy  the 
esteem  of  all  who  know  them. 

A  native  of  England,  George  H.  Reader  is  the 
eldest  in  his  father's  family.  His  birth  took  place 
in  Lyme  Regis,  Dorsetshire,  November  4,  1854. 
He  was  reared  to  manhood  in  the  Empire  State,  re- 
ceiving the  benefits  of  a  good  common-school  ed- 
ucation, and  resided  under  the  parental  roof  until 
reaching  his  majority.  For  a  year  afterward  he 
worked  on  a  farm  by  the  month  in  the  vicinit}^  of 
Syracuse. 

It  was  in  1875  that  Mr.  Reader  first  came  to 
Michigan.  For  a  number  of  terms  he  taught 
school  in  the  southern  part  of  Mason  County,  near 
the  village  of  Pent  Water,  and  later  taught  for 
three  or  four  terms  at  Amber.  He  then  worked  for 
a  few  months  in  a  wooden  ware  factory.  In  1881, 
coming  to  Scottville,  our  subject  obtained  a  clerk- 
ship, and  for  several  years  was  emploj^ed  by  Crow- 
ley &  Scott.  When  they  went  out  of  business  he 
entered  into  partnership  with  W.  A,  Bailey,  the  Arm 
being  known  as  Bailey  &  Reader. 

In  1886  W.  H.  and  T.  R.  Reader  bought  out  Mr. 
Bailey's  interest,  and  the  firm  was  then  known  as 
Reader  Bros,  until  November,  1894,  when  W.  H. 
sold  his  share  to  J.  D.  Hunter,  since  which  time  the 
firm  has  been  Reader  Bros.  &  Hunter.  They  do  a 
general  merchandising  business,  keep  a  well  selected 
stock  of  goods  always  on  hand,  and  endeavor  to 
meet  the  wants  of  their  customers  in  every  re- 
spect. 

May  11,  1881,  George  H.  Reader  was  united  in 
wedlock  with  Miss  Viola  Carpenter,  whose  mother 
bore  the  maiden  name  of  Dorcas  Scott.  A  little 
son  and  daughter  have  come  to  grace  their  home, 
and  are  named  Earl  A.  and  Vera  A.  Mrs.  Reader 
is  a  member  of  the  Methodist  Episcopal  Church. 
Socially  our  subject  is  a  Royal  Arch  Mason,  and  is 
also  a  charter  member  of  Felix  Lodge  No.  395, 
I.  O.  O.  F.,  and  was  its  first  Noble  Grand.  He  be- 
longs to  the  Knights  of  Honor  and  to  the  United 
Friends  of  Michigan. 

The  paternal  grandfather  of  our  subject  also  bore 
the  Christian  name  of  George.  He  crossed  the  At- 
lantic in  1854,  settling  in  Sacket's  Harbor,  N.  Y., 
where   he    died   when   over  seventy  years  of  age. 
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He  was  a  thrifty  farmer  and  a  great  hunter.  In 
addition  to  running  his  farm,  he  also  worked  to 
some  extent  as  a  gunsmith.  His  two  sons  were 
George  and  John  H.,  thfi  last-named  being  a  soldier 
in  the  Tenth  New  York  Artillery.  George  Gum- 
mer,  the  maternal  grandfather,  was  also  a  native  of 
England.  By  occupation  he  was  a  hotel-keeper. 
His  death  occurred  in  his  native  country,  w4ien  he 
was  about  fourscore  years  of  age. 


E^« 


HON.  JOHN  MANSFIELD.  Among  the 
developments  of  this  last  part  of  the 
nineteenth  century,  few  have  impressed 
themselves  with  greater  distinctness  upon  society 
than  that  which  manifests  a  recognition  of  the  es- 
sential worth  of  local,  as  opposed  to  general,  his- 
tory. This  important  field,  until  within  the  past 
few  years,  was  seldom  or  never  cultivated.  Re- 
cently, however,  the  demands  of  the  times  have 
opened  the  avenues  to  this  rich  mine  of  un  wrought 
material,  and  now  invite  the  operator's  transfor- 
mation for  the  public  good. 

Recognizing,  therefore,  the  value  of  biograph}-, 
both  to  the  present  generation  and  to  poster- 
ity, and  especially  appreciating  the  importance  of 
handing  down  to  future  generations  the  records 
of  the  lives  of  our  most  influential  men,  we  take 
pleasure  in  presenting  to  our  readers  the  following 
outline  of  the  life  of  Judge  Mansfield,  of  Cadillac. 
He  was  born  in  Connecticut,  in  the  city  of  Bridge- 
port, November  10,  1842.  His  parents,  Henry 
and  Mary  (McCormack)  Mansfield,  were  natives, 
respectively,  of  Ireland  and  England,  but  came  to 
the  United  States  in  cavly  life,  and  were  married 
in  New  England.  Prior  to  coming  to  this  coun- 
try Henry  Mansfield  had  lived  for  a  time  in  Man- 
chester, England,  where  he  learned  the  trade  of  a 
machinist.  After  his  marriage  he  followed  his 
trade  m  Connecticut,  Massachusetts  and  New 
York  until  about  1851,  when  he  came  to  Michigan. 
Settling  in  Washtenaw  County,  he  gave  his  atten- 
tion to  agriculture  until  his  death,  in  1861. 

Upon  coming  to  America,  Henry  Mansfield  be- 


came a  thorough  American,  intensely  devoted  to 
the  welfare  of  his  adopted  country  and  interested 
in  whatever  promoted  its  prosperity.  So  strongly 
was  he  opposed  to  slavery  that  he  declared  he 
would  not  visit  England  again  as  long  as  the  peo- 
ple of  this  country  were  half  free  and  half  slaves, 
for,  although  he  loved  the  United  States,  he  could 
not  defend  slavery.  In  1860  he  cast  his  ballot  for 
Abraham  Lincoln  as  President,  and  one  of  the 
last  articles  he  heard  read  was  the  inaugural  ad- 
dress. In  that  document,  however,  he  was  great- 
ly disappointed,  as  he  considered  it  altogether  too 
mild.  He  passed  from  earth  just  as  the  great  Re- 
bellion began,  so  did  not  live  to  witness  the  con- 
summation of  his  hopes. 

The  four  children  of  Henry  Mansfield  were  John, 
of  this  sketch;  James,  a  farmer  of  Wexford  Coun- 
ty; William,  who  resides  in  Chicago;  and  Ellen, 
wife  of  Jerome  Sprague,  of  Los  Angeles,  Cal.  The 
mother  married  a  second  time,  and  is  now  the 
wife  of  John  Curry,  of  Ionia  County,  Mich.  Our 
subject  passed  his  early  life  on  the  home  farm  in 
Washtenaw  Count}',  and  received  such  educational 
advantages  as  the  common  schools  afforded.  In 
1861  he  enlisted  in  the  Union  army  and  was  mus- 
tered into  service  with  Company  K,  First  New 
York  Cavalry.  In  1863  he  re-enlisted  as  a  veteran, 
and  served  in  the  same  command  until  the  close 
of  the  war,  when  he  was  mustered  out  under  gen- 
eral orders  in  July,  1865.  His  first  service  was  in 
the  Army  of  the  Potomac,  and  later  he  was  under 
Gen.  Phil  Sheridan.  He  participated  in  many  en- 
gagements and  skirmishes. 

After  the  war  Mr.  Mansfield  returned  to  Mich- 
igan and  soon  afterward  married  Miss  Adelaide, 
daughter  of  Jonathan  Holmes,  and  a  native  of 
Washtenaw  County,  Mich.  He  then  took  charge 
of  his  father's  estate,  which  he  managed  for  some 
time.  In  1871,  when  the  Grand  Rapids  &  Indiana 
Railroad  was  building,  he  concluded  to  try  front- 
ier life,  and  accordingly  came  to  Wexford  Coun- 
ty. He  entered  three  hundred  and  sixty  acres  of 
unimproved  land  in  Boone  Township,  upon  which 
he  built  a  log  house  and  commenced  making  fur- 
ther improvements.  The  tract  was  cleared  of  its 
dense  hardwood  forest,  and  soon  from  the  wilder- 
ness was  evolved  a  well  improved   farm,     He  be- 
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came  the  owner  of  four  hundred  and  forty  acres, 
of  which  three  hundred  are  under  good  cultiva- 
tion. Since  coming  to  Cadillac,  Ids  sons  have  car- 
ried on  the  farm. 

Imbued  with  the  teaching  of  his  father  and  his 
service  in  the  Union  army,  Mr.  Mansfield  early 
became  a  stanch  Republican,  and  to  that  faith  he 
has  since  adhered.  When  Boone  Town&hip  was 
organized  he  was  elected  Supervisor  and  was  after- 
wards re-elected,  serving  several  terms.  In  1880 
he  was  elected  County  Treasurer,  which  office  he 
filled  for  two  terms.  He  then  became  Supervisor 
again,  continuing  as  such  until  1892,  when  he  was 
elected  to  his  present  responsible  position,  that  of 
Probate  Judge  of  Wexford  County.  He  and  his 
wife  are  the  parents  of  four  children:  Mary,  wife 
of  J.  H.  Morgan,  of  Cadillac;  Henry,  who  is  mar- 
ried and  lesides  on  the  old  homestead;  Edna,  Mrs. 
Herbert  Snyder,  of  Cadillac;  and  Andrew,  wiio  as- 
sists his  older  brother  in  the  management  of  the 
home  farm. 


ISAAC  A.  THOMPSON,  M.  D.  As  a  physician 
and  surgeon,  this  gentleman  takes  front  rank 
in  his  profession.  His  life-long  study  of  the 
science  of  materia  medica;  his  extensive  practice, 
whereby  he  has  been  brought  in  contact  with  all 
forms  of  disease;  and  his  acknowledged  skill  in 
the  treatment  of  cases  that  require  long  experience, 
have  combined  to  place  Lim  among  the  most  promi- 
nent and  successful  physicians  of  his  locality.  He 
has  been  a  resident  of  Traverse  City  since  1884, 
and  has  built  up  a  large  and  remunerative  practice 
here. 

The  Thompson  family  is  of  Irish  origin.  The 
grandfather  of  our  subject,  George  Thompson,  was 
born  in  County  Tipperary,  and  was  there  reared 
and  married.  When  his  son,  George,  Jr.,  was  ten 
years  of  age,  the  family  crossed  the  Atlantic  and 
settled  in  Canada,  where  the  boy  grew  to  man- 
hood and  embarked  in  the  occupation  of  a  farmer, 
5 


He  is  still  living,  and  enjoys  fair  health  for  a  man 
of  eighty.  His  wife  bore  the  maiden  name  of 
Catharine  Metcalf,  and  still  survives,  being  seven- 
ty-seven years  of  age.  They  were  the  parents  of 
six  sons  and  six  daughters,  namely:  Thomas,  who 
is  engaged  in  farming  in  Iowa;  Walter,  also  a  resi- 
dent of  Iowa;  George,  a  successful  physician,  re- 
siding in  Iowa;  Isaac  A.,  our  subject;  Frank, 
whose  home  is  in  Iowa;  Charles,  a  resident  of 
Flint,  Iowa;  Ann,  deceased;  Louisa,  Amanda, 
Adeline,  Louise  and  Emma. 

The  subject  of  this  sketch,  the  fourth  son  in  the 
family,  was  born  near  Manilla,  Canada,  January 
17,  1860,  and  was  reared  upon  the  home  farm,  be- 
coming accustomed  to  the  work  incident  to  that 
occupation.  Whenever  possible,  he  attended  the 
neighboring  schools,  and  as  he  was  a  diligent  pu- 
pil, he  succeeded  in  acquiring  a  large  fund  of  val- 
uable information,  though  under  somewhat  disad- 
vantageous circumstances.  One  of  his  brothers- 
in-law  and  an  older  brother  were  physicians,  and 
at  an  early  age  his  attention  was  turned  in  the  di- 
rection of  that  profession.  He  began  the  study 
of  medicine  at  Toronto,  and  was  graduated  from 
Trinity  University  in  April,  1883. 

At  once  after  completing  his  studies,  the  Doctor 
opened  an  office  in  Portland,  N.  Dak.,  but  after 
spending  eighteen  months  in  that  place  he  came 
to  Traverse  City,  in  1884.  During  the  first  six 
months  of  his  residence  here  he  was  associated 
with  Dr.  Ingersoll,  but  since  then  has  been  alone. 
His  success  is  largely  due  to  the  fact  that  he  did 
not  abandon  study  when  he  left  college,  nor  did 
he  consider  his  education  finished  when  graduat- 
ing. On  the  other  hand,  realizing  that  in  college 
he  had  but  laid  the  foundation  of  his  learning,  he 
has  been  a  continuous  student  since,  keeping  fully 
posted  in  everything  pertaining  to  the  profession. 
His  success  is  all  the  more  remarkable  from  the  fact 
that  he  had  nothing  with  which  to  begin  in  life; 
in  fact,  he  was  so  poor  that  he  was  obliged  to  bor- 
row money  when  commencing  in  practice,  but  be- 
ing of  a  persevering  and  determined  nature,  he 
soon  placed  himself  upon  a  solid  financial  footing, 
and  has  since  gained  a  competence. 

As  a  Democrat  Dr.  Thompson  is  active  in   local 
politics,     He  has  frequently  represented  his  party 
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as  delegate  to  different  conventions,  and  exerts 
considerable  influence  in  its  councils.  In  addition 
to  being  well  posted  as  a  physician,  he  is  also  re- 
garded as  an  able  surgeon,  and  at  present  holds 
the  position  of  surgeon  of  the  Grand  Rapids  & 
Indiana  Railroad.  In  1887  he  married  Miss  Au- 
gusta L.  Rosenthal,  of  Grand  Rapids,  and  they 
have  a  son.  Jack,  who  was  born  in  1889. 


i^^^^4 


::5^^.j».j*^ 


[^♦•^♦♦t 


^♦♦♦•i-F 


0HARLES  T.  SAWYP:R,  a  well  known  citi- 
zen of  Ludington,  is  a  dealer  in  real  estate 
and  abstracts.  He  became  a  resident  of 
this  city  in  1866,  and  four  years  later  was  elected 
to  the  office  of  County  Clerk  and  Register  of 
Deeds,  retaining  that  position  for  six  years,  and 
having  been  re-elected  twice.  He  is  an  active  Re- 
publican and  a  local  leader  in  his  part3\  During 
his  occupancy  of  the  office  thus  mentioned  he 
gave  much  of  his  time  to  count}-  abstracts  and 
systematized  the  work.  The  importance  of  this 
was  shown  during  the  "Ford-Forty''  case,  which 
involved  the  titles  to  much  of  the  city  land,  and 
was  referred  lo  the  Supreme  Court  for  settlement. 
Prior  to  Mr,  Sawyer's  term  the  office  had  been 
kept  in  a  primitive  manner,  one  book  serving  for 
records  of  mortgages  and  two  books  for  deeds. 
When  his  term  had  expired  these  numbers  were 
increased  respectively  to  seven  and  ten  books.  Mr. 
Sawyer,  having  thus  been  initiated  into  the  real- 
estate  and  abstract  business,  has  since  continued 
therein,  and  has  met  with  success  in  the  business. 
The  birth  of  our  subject  occurred  in  Grand 
Rapids,  Mich.,  August  22,  1840.  His  parents  were 
James  and  Susan  Sawyer.  Both  are  now  residing 
in  Walker  Tow^nship,  Kent  County,  Mich.  The 
youth  of  Charles  T.  was  passed  on  his  father's 
farm,  his  education  being  such  as  could  be  ob- 
tained in  the  common  schools  of  the  neighborhood. 
In  1862  he  entered  the  Union  service,  enlisting  in 
Company  H,  Twenty-first  Michigan  Infantry,  or- 
ganized at  Ionia,     He  was    placed   on    detached 


service  in  the  Army  of  the  Cumberland,  after 
which,  on  account  of  poor  health,  he  was  assigned 
to  the  commissary  department,  and  was  engaged  in 
shipping  goods  from  Nashville  to  the  headquarters 
of  the  army.  After  two  years  and  eleven  months 
of  service  he  received  an  honorable  discharge  in 
June,  1865.  Though  he  was  in  frequent  skir- 
mishes and  engagements,  the  only  regular  battle  in 
which  he  took  part  was  that  at  Perryville.  The 
young  man  continued  for  another  year  with  Gen- 
eral Fish  at  Nashville,  attending  lo  matters  which 
came  under  the  scope  of  the  Freedmen's  Bureau. 

In  1866  Mr.  Sawyer  went  to  Chicago,  and  for 
nearl}'  a  year  was  interested  in  manufacturing  rock 
salt  for  table  use.  Coming  to  Ludington  at  the 
end  of  that  time  he  engaged  in  the  lumber  business, 
and  built  a  sawmill  in  Summit  Township,  Mason 
County,  seven  miles  from  this  city.  After  its 
completion  he  ran  the  mill  for  two  years,  or  until 
it  was  destroyed  by  fire.  For  the  next  six  years, 
as  we  have  previously  stated,  he  occupied  a  public 
office.  His  duties  have  caused  him  to  travel 
over  much  of  the  state,  and  he  has  bought  up  and 
sold  homestead  claims,  as  allowed  under  the  United 
States  statutes.  Some  of  these  lands  he  entered 
himself,  and  a  portion  of  them  he  still  holds.  His 
knowledge  of  land  transactions  and  values  has 
been  frequently  of  valuable  use  both  to  him  and 
to  others  who  have  had  large  interests  at  stake. 
About  1878  he  became  proprietor  and  editor  of  the 
Record^  the  local  Republican  paper,  which  he  con- 
ducted from  1878  until  1881.  During  these  years 
the  paper  doubled  its  advertising  capacity,  and 
nearly  doubled  its  subscription  list.  In  the  cam- 
paign of  1880,  while  he  was  running  the  paper,  he 
was  the  Chairman  of  the  Republican  County  Com- 
mittee, and  for  the  first  time  in  the  history  of  the 
city  it  was  carried  by  the  Republicans.  In  addi- 
tion to  his  general  abstract  work  he  also  loans 
money  on  real  estate  or  other  good  security.  In 
the  interest  of  his  customers  he  finds  openings  for 
business,  and  makes  purchases  when  a  suitable  op- 
portunity presents  itself. 

August  25,  1867,  Mr.  Sawyer  married  Miss 
Anna  E.  Roberts,  of  Grand  Rapids.  They  have 
two  sons,  both  bright  and  exceptionally  intelligent 
young  men.     The  elder,  James  Harvey,  is  a  civil 
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engineer  in  the  Government  employ,  though  at 
the  same  time  is  pursuing  further  studies  in  his 
chosen  work  at  the  Ann  Arbor  University.  Mal- 
colm, the  younger  son,  has  taken  a  literary  course 
in  the  Michigan  State  University,  and  this  year  is 
acting  as  instructor  of  literature  in  the  Ludington 
High  School. 

Mr.  and  Mrs.  Sawj^er  are  members  of  the  Con- 
gregational Church.  He  is  a  member  of  the  Ma- 
sonic fraternity,  belonging  to  the  blue  lodge  and 
chapter.  He  is  a  gentleman  of  some  reading  and 
observation,  and  one  of  the  best  informed  and 
most  interesting  conversationalists  of  this  locality. 


^^i^S-^-i^^S^e^^ 


<  T  <^ILL  A.  WAITE  is  a  general  merchant 
\/ \/  of  Manistee  and  proprietor  of  an  es- 
tablishment at  No.  463  River  Street. 
He  carries  a  fine  assortment  of  dry  goods,  gentle- 
men's furnisliings,  boots  and  shoes,  and  staple  and 
fancy  groceries.  He  gives  employment  to  five 
men  and  is  being  prospered  remarkably  in  his 
trade.  In  the  spring  of  1894  he  was  elected  Alder- 
man from  the  -Sixth  Ward  for  a  term  of  two  years, 
and  is  proving  an  effective  and  able  exponent  of 
the  people's  best  interests.  He  is  Chairman  of  the 
Streets  and  Sewers  Committee  and  also  a  member 
of  the  Finance  Committee.  In  local  Republican 
ranks  he  is  a  leader,  and  has  been  Chairman  of  the 
City  Committee  for  three  years.  He  is  a  young 
man  of  bright  prospects  and  possesses  just  those 
qualities  which  lead  to  success. 

The  parents  of  our  subject  were  Waldo  F.  and 
Harriet  (Allen)  Waite.  The  former  was  born  in 
Massachusetts  in  1825.  The  latter,  a  native  of 
New  York,  was  born  in  1824.  Waldo  Waite  has 
been  a  teacher  of  voice  culture  all  his  life  and  is 
so  engaged  at  present.  He  early  learned  the  tail- 
or's trade,  and  prior  to  coming  to  this  state  car- 
ried on  a  merchant-tailoring  plant  in  the  East. 
During  the  gold  excitement  in  California  he  was 
among  the  adventurers,  but  only  went  as  far  as 


New  Mexico,  when  he  returned  home.  He  was 
married  in  1844,  and  about  six  years  later  moved, 
with  his  family  to  Michigan,  where  he  has  since 
lived.  Of  his  five  children  only  two  are  living, 
namel}^,  Gertrude  and  our  subject.  Isa  died  when 
about  sixteen  years  of  age,  Carrie  when  in  her 
thirteenth  year,  and  Walter  in  early  childhood. 

Will  A.  Waite  was  born  in  Oakland  County,  this 
state,  April  25,  1864,  and  after  receiving  element- 
ary training  entered  the  high  school  at  Milford,in 
his  native  county.  He  remained  at  home  until 
about  fourteen  3^ears  of  age,  when  he  entered  a  box 
factoiy  in  Milford,  and  from  that  time  forward 
earned  his  own  clothing,  textbooks  and  money 
for  general  expenses  until  he  completed  the  high- 
school  course.  The  summer  he  was  sixteen  years 
old  he  worked  on  a  farm.  In  the  fall  he  resumed 
his  studies,  and,  having  invested  in  a  set  of  tele- 
graphic instruments,  stretched  a  wire  between  his 
house  and  that  of  a  comrade,  who  was  also  inter- 
ested in  the  art.  In  time  young  Waite  became 
quite  proficient,  and  after  spending  the  evenings 
of  one  month  with  the  agent  at  the  Milford  depot 
took  a  position  as  night  operator  and  ticket  agent 
in  the  local  station  of  the  Flint  &  Pere  Marquette 
Railroad.  This  place  he  held  until  the  following 
September,  when  he  was  promoted  to  the  agency 
at  North  Bradley,  Mich.,  on  the  same  line. 

In  May,  1882,  Mr.  Waite  was  transferred  to  the 
company's  oflfice  in  Manistee,  being  given  the  po- 
sition of  chief  clerk  and  cashier.  In  September, 
1888,  he  resigned  his  position  in  order  to  accept 
a  more  lucrative  one  as  bookkeeper  for  the  Can- 
field  Salt  and  Lumber  Company.  In  1890  he  was 
nominated  by  acclamation  on  the  Republican 
ticket  for  County  Clerk  and  Register  of  Deeds  of 
Manistee  County.  This  place  he  held  for  two 
years,  at  the  end  of  which  time  he  was  not  only 
renominated  by  acclamation,  but  ran  about  five 
hundred  votes  ahead  of  his  ticket,  but  as  his  party 
was  largely  in  the  minority  he  was  defeated. 

June  15,  1892,  Mr.  Waite  married  Martha  E., 
eldest  daughter  of  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Louis  Sands,  whose 
family  has  long  been  associated  with  the  affairs  of 
this  city  and  county.  Mr.  Sands  came  here  a  poor 
man,  and  by  faithful  and  persistent  efforts  has  ac- 
quired a  fortune.     Mrs,  Waite  was  edqcat^d  in  the 
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high  school  of  this  city  and  in  the  University  of 
Michigan.  She  is  a  lady  of  culture  and  refinement, 
and  has  traveled  extensively  in  different  portions 
of  the  United  States  and  Europe.  Mr.  and  Mrs. 
Waite  have  one  daughter,  Wilma  Isabel,  whose 
birth  occurred  February  19,  1895. 

Fraternally  Mr.  Waite  is  a  leading  member  of 
the  Masonic  order,  belonging  to  Manistee  Lodge 
No.  128,  A.  F.  &  A.  M.;  Manistee  Chapter  No.  56, 
R.  A.  M.;  and  Manistee  Commander}^  No.  32,  K.  T. 
Both  he  and  his  wife  move  in  the  best  social  cir- 
cles of  the  city  and  enjo}^  the  friendship  of  many 
of  its  leading  families.  They  are  members  of  the 
Congregational  Church  and  liberal  contributors 
to  religious  and  charitable  work. 


^  ♦♦♦§•♦" 


\  \  ^I^LIAM  HEY8ETT,  a  well  known 
\/ \/  druggist  and  pharmacist  of  Ludington, 
has  been  established  in  business  here 
for  over  twenty  years.  He  has  prospered  in  his 
various  undertakings,  and  has  invested  large  sums 
of  mone}^  in  city  property,  buildings,  land  lying 
near  the  limits,  and  tracts  of  farm  and  timber 
land  in  the  vicinity. 

Robert  Hej^sett,  the  father  of  our  subject,  was  a 
native  of  England,  and  in  early  life  was  a  dealer 
in  boots  and  shoes,  and  also  did  general  merchan- 
dising. Later  he  turned  his  attention  to  farming. 
He  died  in  1892  with  la  grippe,  at  the  extreme  old 
age  of  ninety  year^.  His  wife,  whose  girlhood 
name  was  Maria  Mason,  died  the  year  before  her 
husband's  demise  and  was  a  victim  of  the  same 
disease.  At  the  time  she  was  over  eighty -seven 
years  of  age.  They  were  both  members  of  the 
Episcopal  Church  and  greatly  esteemed  by  all  who 
knew  them.  Their  family  numbered  eleven  chil- 
dren, three  sons  and  eight  daughters,  and  with  the 
exception  of  our  subject  and  his  sisters  Mary  and 
Eliza,  who  are  deceased,  are  all  residents  of  Eng- 
land. Ann  is  the  widow^  of  Richard  Balk  well; 
Maria  married  Matbew  Ward,  who  is  now  deceased; 


Robert  is  the  next  in  order  of  birth;  Elizabeth  is 
Mrs.  Stephen  Piper;  John  is  the  seventh  in  the 
family;  Caroline  became  the  wife  of  William  Hurd; 
and  Nora  is  Mrs.  Richard  Priest.  William,  father 
of  Robert  Heysett,  was  also  born  and  died  in  Eng- 
land, lie  was  a  great  lover  of  horses,  and  dealt  ex- 
tensively in  fine  animals.  The  father  of  Mrs. 
Heysett,  who  departed  this  life  a  good  manj^  years 
ago,  was  by  occupation  a  farmer. 

The  birth  of  our  subject  occurred  in  Devonshire, 
England,  April  4,  1841,  and  his  boyhood  was  passed 
in  that  district.  His  time  was  employed  in  assist- 
ing his  father  on  the  farm  and  in  working  in  the 
latter 's  store.  His  elementary  education  was  sup- 
plemented by  a  course  of  training  in  Shebber  Col- 
lege, which  is  affiliated  with  Cambridge.  Subse- 
quently the  young  man  entered  the  University  of 
the  Bible  Christian  Methodist  Church,  and  after- 
ward came  to  America  as  a  missionary.  He  was 
first  stationed  in  Ingersoll,  Canada,  and  for  a  space 
of  four  years  he  remained  in  that  country.  Com- 
ing to  the  United  States  on  a  visit,  he  was  persuaded 
by  his  wife's  relatives  to  remain,  and  in  the  fall  of 
1870  was  appointed  to  a  pastorate  in  Ludington, 
where  he  preached  for  a  year.  During  that  time 
a  church  lot  was  purchased  by  the  congregation, 
but  the  building  was  erected  under  the  superin- 
tendence of  his  successor.  Mr.  Heysett  afterward 
went  to  Bear  Lake,  where  he  remained  for  two 
years.  He  was  favorably  impressed  with  this  city 
in  his  brief  stay  and  decided  to  make  it  his  future 
home.  Returning  then  he  purchased  his  present 
drug  business,  which  he  has  since  continued  to 
conduct. 

August  31,  1867,  William  Heysett  was  united 
in  marriage  with  Elizabeth  Dundass,  a  daughter 
of  Edward  and  Margaret  (Ford)  Dundass.  Two 
children  have  come  to  grace  their  union,  both  sons. 
The  elder,  Edmund  Nelson,  is  a  practicing  physician 
in  this  city  and  a  graduate  of  Rush  Medical  Col- 
lege of  Chicago.  The  younger,  Frederick  William, 
also  a  physician,  obtained  his  medical  education 
in  the  Michigan  University  of  Ann  Arbor,  and  is 
now  practicing  in  the  village  of  Free  Soil. 

Socially  Mr.  Heysett  is  a  member  of  Crystal 
Lodge  No.  59,  L  O.  O.  F.,  is  connected  with  the 
Home  Forum,  and  is  also  indeutified  with  the  An- 
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cient  Order  of  United  Workmen.  Politically  he 
is  a  supporter  of  the  Democracy.  In  the  best  sense 
of  the  term  he  is  a  patriotic  citizen,  who  endeavors 
to  promote  the  welfare  of  his  fellow-men  and  to 
advance  the  interests  of  the  community  with  which 
his  lot  is  cast. 


i^^G: 


HEM  AN  B.  STURTEVANT  settled  in  Sher- 
man November  14,  1869,  at  whicli  time 
there  were  but  few  settlers,  and  their  base 
of  supplies  was  Traverse  City,  twenty-six  miles 
distant.  He  was  born  in  Wey bridge,  Addison 
County,  Vt.,  May  30,  1840,  and  is  a  son  of  Milo 
and  Elizabeth  (Taft)  Sturtevant,  also  natives  of 
the  Green  Mountain  State.  For  several  genera- 
tions preceding,  the  ancestors  had  been  residents 
of  Vermont.  The  first  members  of  the  family  who 
came  to  America  were  two  or  three  brothers,  who 
emigrated  hither  from  Holland  and  purchased  a 
large  tract  of  land.  When  their  children  attained 
years  of  maturit}^  the  property  was  divided,  and 
afterward  sub-divided,  until  each  owned  only  a 
small  tract.  A  number  of  the  descendants  still  re- 
side in  Addison  County. 

The  father  of  our  subject,  who  was  a  farmer  by 
occupation,  spent  his  entire  life  in  Addison  Coun- 
ty, dying  there  when  sixty  3^ears  of  age.  His  wife 
died  at  the  a,ge  of  fort3^-two.  They  had  a  family 
of  six  children,  all  of  whom  survived  to  mature 
years.  The  eldest,  Allen,  who  was  an  attorney- 
at-law,  practiced  law  for  six  years  in  Saginaw 
Mich.,  but  later  returned  to  Vermont,  where  his 
death  occurred.  He  man  B.  is  next  in  order  of 
birth.  Freeman  D.,  whose  life  occupation  has 
been  that  of  teaching,  resides  iuvSherman  with  our 
subject.  William  is  proprietor  of  a  hotel  in 
Owosso,  Mich.  Walter  is  a  farmer  in  Wexford 
County;  and  Helen,  the  youngest,  died  at  the  age 
of  seventeen. 

After  gaining  such  advantages  as  the  neighbor- 
ing schools  afforded,  our  subject,  at  the  age  of 
twenty-one,  started  out  in  the  world   for  himself, 


being  the  first  member  of  the  family  who  left  the 
parental  home.  He  reached  Michigan  with  only 
seventy-five  cents  m  his  possession,  and  with  this 
capital  he  stopped  at  Iosco,  Livingston  County, 
where  he  attended  school,  his  uncle  furnishing  the 
necessary  money.  On  completing  his  studies  he 
taught  school,  receiving  $18  per  month.  While 
the  winter  months  were  devoted  to  teaching,  dur- 
ing the  intervening  summer  seasons  he  attended 
the  normal  school  at  Ypsilanti. 

During  the  progress  of  the  Civil  War,  in  August, 
1862,  Mr.  Sturtevant  enlisted  as  a  member  of  Com- 
pany E,  Seventeenth  Michigan  Infantry,  and 
served  with  that  regiment  until  April,  1863,  when 
he  was  discharged  on  account  of  physical  disabil- 
[ty.  He  had  participated  in  the  Maryland  cam- 
paign, and  sickness  forced  him  to  remain  in  the 
hospital  at  West  Philadelphia  for  five  months.  On 
his  return  to  Michigan  he  settled  in  Plainfield, 
Livingston  County,  where  he  engaged  in  farming 
on  rented  land.  Two  years  were  thus  spent,  after 
which  he  went  to  Owosso  and  embarked  in  the 
mercantile  business,  which,  however,  he  was 
obliged  to  abandon  on  account  of  ill  health. 

Believing  that  a  change  of  climate  might  assist 
in  regaining  his  health,  Mr.  Sturtevant  came  to 
Sherman,  and  the  result  hoped  for  was  soon 
gained,  and  in  a  few  months  his  weight  had  in- 
creased from  one  hundred  and  twenty  to  one  hun- 
dred and  sixty  pounds.  In  the  fall  of  1870  he 
was  elected  Register  of  Deeds  for  Wexford  Coun- 
ty, and  also  served  as  County  Clerk,  holding  the 
two  offices  for  six  years.  Upon  retiring  from 
ofiSce  he  embarked  in  the  mercantile  business  at 
Sherman,  and  also  engaged  in  lumbering.  He  is 
now  a  member  of  the  firm  of  Gilbert  &  Sturtevant, 
proprietors  of  the  principal  mercantile  establish- 
ment of  the  place.  In  addition  to  this  he  owns 
sawmills  and  about  three  thousand  acres  of  hard- 
wood timber,  from  which  he  manufactures  hard- 
wood lumber.  Much  of  his  time  is  devoted  to  his 
lumber  interests,  from  which  he  is  reaping  satisfac- 
tory pecuniary  profits. 

In  the  fall  of  1863  Mr.  Sturtevant  married  Miss 
Rhoda  Ann,  daughter  of  Hilly ard  Dunn,  and  a 
native  of  Plainfield,  Livingston  County,  Mich., 
where  her  parents  were  early  settlers.     The  union 
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of  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Sturtevant  has  been  a  childless 
one,  but  they  have  adopted  a  daughter,  Asenath. 
In  polities  our  subject  was  formerly  a  Republican, 
but  now  advocates  Democratic  principles.  For 
twenty-three  years  he  has  been  Justice  of  the 
Peace,  and  at  the  present  time  is  also  Supervisor  of 
Hanover  Township.  He  is  a  member  of  the  Coun- 
ty Democratic  Committee,  and  has  represented  his 
party  as  delegate  to  various  conventions. 

Mr.  Sturtevant  is  the  owner  of  a  valuable  farm 
of  two  hundred  acres  adjoining  the  village,  and 
on  this  property  he  makes  his  home.  He  and  his 
wife  are  members  of  the  Methodist  Episcopal 
Church,  in  which  he  is  a  Trustee  and  Superintend- 
ent of  the  Sunday-school.  Socially  he  is  a  mem- 
ber of  the  Independent  Order  of  Good  Templars, 
and  Sherman  Lodge  No.  372,  A.  F.  &  A.  M.  He 
also  affiliates  with  the  Grand  Army  of  the  Re- 
public. He  has  always  made  it  his  rule  to  attend 
personall}^  to  his  business  affairs,  and  to  this  fact 
his  success  is  largely  due.  He  is  held  in  high  per- 
sonal consideration,  as  he  is  in  every  sense  a  manly, 
staightforward  man,  in  whom  his  fellow-citizens 
place  implicit  trust. 


JACOB  AARONS  is  the  most  extensive,  as 
well  as  the  longest-established  clothier,  in 
Manistee.  A  gentleman  of  great  activity  and 
energetic  manner,  his  friends  have  given  him 
the  title  of  "Lively  Jake,''  and,  owing  to  the  uni- 
form courtesy  which  he  manifests  toward  his  cus- 
tomers, he  almost  invariably  makes  friends  of  his 
business  acquaintances.  It  is  now  over  a  quarter 
of  a  century  since  he  embarked  in  the  clothing 
business  on  his  own  account,  and  about  sixteen 
years  have  passed  since  he  opened  a  store,  20x30 
feet  in  dimensions,  on  River  Street.  At  the  end  of 
a  3  ear  he  moved  to  larger  quarters,  but  that  loca- 
tion also  proved  too  small  for  his  increasing  trade, 
and  he  soon  began  the  construction  of  Aarons* 
Block,  on  the  corner  of  River  and  Poplar  Streets. 


This  structure  is  45x150  feet  in  dimensions  and 
two  stories  in  height.  Besides  this  block  he  owns 
six  other  store  buildings,  which  he  rents,  and  he 
carries  a  stock  of  goods  valued  at  about  $25,000. 

Mr..  Aarons  is  a  notable  example  of  what  may 
be  done  in  the  country  by  a  young  man  who  is 
not  afraid  of  work,  and  who  is  persevering  and  en- 
ergetic. He  is  a  native  of  Posen,  Poland,  born  De- 
cember 22,  1849.  His  parents  were  Aarons  and 
Bettie  (Phillips)  Aarons,  natives  of  the  same  coun- 
try.  When  he  was  fifteen  years  of  age  he  left  the 
old  home  to  seek  a  fortune  in  a  new  land.  He  had 
little  except  the  clothing  which  he  wore,  and  after 
reaching  his  destination  went  to  Syracuse,  N.  Y., 
where  he  began  working  in  a  clothing-house  at  $1 
per  week  and  his  board.  His  faithfulness  to  his 
employer's  interests  soon  resulted  in  his  being 
given  a  better  position  and  larger  wages,  and  final- 
ly, within  the  first  year  of  his  emplo3^ment  there, 
he  received  |16  a  week,  and  had  charge  of  the 
business.  He  worked  for  this  employer  four  years, 
carefully  laying  aside  nearly  every  dollar  of  his 
earnings,  and  at  the  end  of  this  time  had  saved 
$2,500,  besides  contributing  to  the  support  of  his 
parents.  With  this  money  he  opened  a  business 
of  his  own  at  Flint,  Mich.,  in  1869.  Subsequently 
he  located  in  Milwaukee,  but  soon  afterward,  ow- 
ing to  his  wife's  illness,  he  decided  to  settle  in 
Manistee,  where  he  has  since  made  his  home. 

In  1872  Mr.  Aarons  married  Mary  Frideman,  in 
Detroit,  this  state.  She  died  seven  years  later, 
leaving  four  children,  two  of  whom  have  since 
passed  away.  The  only  surviving  son,  Harry,  has 
recently  attained  his  majority,  and  is  a  very  effi- 
cient assistant  to  his  father  in  the  store.  The 
daughter,  Miss  Becke,  who  is  a  graduate  of  the 
Manistee  High  School,  is  bookkeeper  in  the  store. 
The  son  has  received  a  liberal  education,  having 
attended  the  college  at  Notre  Dame,  Ind.,  for  three 
3^ ears.  In  1882  Mr.  Aarons  married  his  present 
wife,  who  was  formerly  Miss  Carrie  Henline,  a  na- 
tive of  Milwaukee. 

For  the  past  two  3^ears  Mr.  Aarons  has  been  a 
member  of  the  Board  of  Directors  of  the  Manistee 
County  Savings  Bank.  In  national  affairs  he  uses 
his  ballot  in  support  of  the  Democracy.  Frater- 
nally he  is  identified  with  several  local  lodges.    He 
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was  a  charter  member  of  the  Royal  Arcanum  Lodge 
at  Flint,  Mich.,  a  charter  member  of  the  Knights 
of  Honor  in  the  same  city,  and  a  member  of  the 
Independent  Order  of  Odd  Fellows.  At  one  time 
he  had  the  honor  of  being  Chief  Patriarch  in  the 
Odd  Fellows'  Encampment  of  Flint.  He  also  be- 
longs to  the  Independent  Order  of  Foresters,  and 
is  a  member  of  the  Order  of  Elks.  Religiously  he 
is  a  member  of  the  Jewish  congregation. 


JEREMIAH  SHACKELTON.  The  gentleman 
whose  name  opens  this  article  is  well  known 
in  the  city  of  Ludington,  where  he  has  done 
an  honorable  business  for  many  years,  and  is 
now  the  proprietor  of  an  old  and  established  furni- 
ture store,  dealing  in  all  kinds  of  household  goods. 
He  was  born  in  Jersey  Settlement,  Ontario,  Canada, 
September  23,  1832,  and  is  the  son  of  William  and 
Elizabeth  (Howell)  Shackelton,  natives  of  New 
Jersey. 

Six  sons  and  six  daughters  were  included  in  the 
parental  famil3^,  only  one  of  whom  besides  our  sub- 
ject is  living.  This  is  George  J.,  a  resident  of 
Grand  Rapids.  The  father  was  a  farmer  by  occu- 
pation, and  about  1812  moved  to  Canada,  where  he 
resided  for  a  number  of  years,  and  then  removed 
to  Grand  Rapids  Mich.,  where,  December  19,  1859, 
he  died,  aged  seventy-two  3^ears.  His  wife,  who 
was  born  in  1795,  lived  to  the  age  of  eighty- 
four,  dying  January  30,  1879.  They  are  both 
members  in  good  standing  of  the  Methodist  Church, 
and  people  very  highly  regarded  in  their  com- 
munity. 

The  paternal  grandfather  of  our  subject  was  a 
native  of  England,  whence  he  emigrated  to  this 
country  when  a  young  man,  and  after  his  marriage 
became  the  father  of  four  sons.  He  bore  the 
name  of  William  Shackelton,  and  at  the  time  of 
his  death  was  a  very  wealthy  man.  On  his  mother's 
side  Jeremiah  is  the  grandson  of  Daniel  Howell, 
a  native  of  New  Jerse}^  where  he  followed  the  oc- 


cupation of  a  farmer.  He  was  also  a  local  preacher 
in  the  Methodist  Church,  in  which  faith  he  reared 
his  large  family  of  children.  He,  too,  moved  to 
Canada  many  years  ago  and  died  when  advanced  in 
years. 

Jeremiah  Shackelton  made  his  home  in  the  Do- 
minion until  nineteen  years  of  age.  Three  years 
previous  to  this  time  he  began  learning  the  car- 
riage-making and  blacksmith  trades,  and  after  cross- 
ing the  line  into  the  States,  followed  them  in  Fair- 
port  and  Rochester,  N.Y.,  for  a  period  of  two  years. 
About  that  time  he  returned  to  his  home,  where 
he  was  married  and  remained  for  three  years  fol- 
lowing. This  important  event  occurred  September 
26,  1853,  when  Miss  Rachel,  daughter  of  John  and 
Rachel  (Perry)  Williams,  became  his  wife.  To  Mr. 
and  Mrs.  Shackelton  were  born  a  son  and  daughter, 
William  and  Jane  Elizabeth.  William  married 
Miss  Caroline  V.  Kester,  by  whom  he  became  the 
fathf^r  of  three  children.  Fay,  Burt  and  Kitty. 
He  was  conductor  on  the  Buckley  &;  Douglas  Rail- 
road, and  lost  his  life  in  April,  1893,  by  being  run 
over  by  the  cars.  Jane  Elizabeth  married  Elias 
Hall,  and  they  make  their  home  in  Grand  Rapids. 
They  have  two  sons,  George  Morgan  and  John 
Dewitt. 

Mr.  Shackelton  came  to  Michigan  about  1856, 
and  for  a  number  of  years  lived  in  Grand  Rapids. 
In  1868  he  became  identified  with  the  mercantile 
interests  of  Manistee,  where  he  was  the  propriet()r 
of  a  general  store.  In  1871  he  was  burnt  out,  los- 
ing at  that  time  $12,000.  In  order  to  regain  his 
fallen  fortunes  he  sought  another  field  of  opera- 
tion, this  time  returning  to  Grand  Rapids,  where 
he  remained  for  three  years.  His  next  location 
was  at  Cadillac,  and  in  1882  he  came  to  Ludington 
and  at  once  opened  a  furniture  store  in  partner- 
ship with  his  brother.  This  connection  existed 
for  one  year,  when  our  subject  purchased  his  part- 
ner's interest  in  the  enterprise  and  associated  with 
him  his  son-in-law,  Elias  Hall.  Two  years  later, 
however,  he  was  given  sole  charge  of  the  business 
and  has  continued  alone  ever  since. 

In  1861,  during  the  progress  of  the  late  war,  our 
subject  enlisted  in  Company  B,  First  Michigan 
Engineers  and  Mechanics  Corps,  and  with  his  reg- 
iment  took   part  in   the  battles  of   Stone  River, 
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Mission  Ridge  and  Lookout  Mountain.  He  suf- 
fered many  hardships  and  privations  to  which  the 
soldiers  were  subjected,  and  after  a  service  of 
three  years  was  honorably  discharged  and  returned 
to  his  home  in  Grand  Rapids.  As  a  matter  of 
course  he  is  interested  in  the  Grand  Army  meet- 
ings, and  belongs  to  "Pap''  Williams  Post  No.  15. 
In  politics  he  is  a  believer  in  Republican  princi- 
ples, and  on  that  ticket  was  elected  as  Sheriff  of 
Manistee  County,  and  afterward  of  Wexford.  He 
has  a  very  pleasant  home  in  Ludington,  and 
with  his  wife  moves  in  the  best  circles  of  society 
in  the  place. 


le-^-i^*^^- 


(TTyr  RTHUR  W.  WAIT,  the  well  known  con- 
/ — \  tractor  and  builder,  is  among  the  few  per- 
sons engaged  in  active  business  at  Trav- 
erse City  who  are  natives  of  Grand  Traverse 
County.  Solely  by  his  own  efforts  he  has  estab- 
lished an  extensive  business,  and  is  now  at  the 
head  of  one  of  the  most  important  enterprises  of 
Northern  Michigan.  The  A.  W.  Wait  Manufac- 
turing Company,  of  which  he  is  President,  has  a 
capital  stock  of  $20,000.  with  $15,000  paid  in. 
The  other  officers  are  Noah  Shattuck,  Vice-Presi- 
dent; and  F.  E.  Walker,  Secretary  and  Treasurer. 
A.  W.  Wait,  W.  J.  Kent  and  F.  E.  Walker  are  the 
Directors.  The  firm  is  engaged  in  buying  and 
selling  lumber,  the  manufacture  of  all  kinds  of 
building  material,  the  erection  of  buildings,  and 
the  preparing  of  plans  and  specifications  for  struc- 
tures of  all  kinds. 

The  father  of  our  subject,  Martin  S.  Wait,  was 
born  in  Vermont,  and  was  a  man  whose  versatile 
talents  enabled  him  to  engage  successfully  in  dif- 
ferent lines  of  work.  On  his  removal  to  New 
York,  he  served  as  one  of  the  overseers  on  the  first 
railroad  up  the  Hudson  River,  this  being  now  the 
property  of  the  New  York  Central.  He  was  also 
prominently  identified  with  many  other  public 
enterprises.     While  a  resident  of  Rochester  Coun- 


ty he  was  elected  to  the  office  of  Sheriff.  He  was 
a  very  early  settler  in  this  part  of  the  country, 
having  located  on  Mackinaw  Island  about  1851, 
on  what  has  been  known  as  the  Early  Farm.  A 
wheelwright  by  trade,  for  some  years  he  did  nearly 
all  the  work  of  that  character  required  in  a  wide 
scope  of  country.  Though  he  never  amassed 
wealth,  he  accumulated  a  competence,  and  his  last 
years  w^ere  spent  in  the  tianquil  enjoyment  of  all 
the  comforts  of  existence.  A  useful  citizen,  kind, 
generous  and  upright,  he  was  mourned  when,  at 
the  age  of  sixty  years,  he  passed  from  earth. 

By  his  marriage  with  Mary  Ann  Fox,  who  died 
at  the  age  of  sixty-eight  years,  Martin  S.  Wait  had 
seven  children,  viz,:  Delana,  the  widow  of  Moses 
Weaver,  and  a  resident  of  Rockford,IlL;  Stephen, 
who  is  a  druggist  in  Traverse  City;  Dudley,  who 
is  in  the  employ  of  our  subject;  Mary,  wife  of 
John  Norris,  of  Norrisville,  Mich.;  Francis  M.,  re- 
siding in  the  state  of  Washington;  Sarah  A.,  wife 
of  E.  D.  Abbott,  of  Alba,  Mich.;  and  Arthur  W. 
The  last-named  was  born  at  Old  Mission,  Grand 
Traverse  County,  Mich.,  February  11,  1854,  and, 
having  spent  his  entire  life  here,  he  has  witnessed 
the  development  and  growth  of  this  portion  of  the 
state.  His  schooling  was  limited  to  four  months' 
attendance  in  the  old  Indian  Mission  schoolhouse, 
where  the  quality  of  instruction  was  as  crude  as 
the  cabin  itself.  However,  being  of  an  observing 
nature,  he  has  been  enabled  to  gain  a  practical 
education  in  the  school  of  experience. 

When  but  a  boy  the  support  of  the  family  de- 
volved upon  our  subject,  which  responsibility  he 
nobly  assumed,  and  at  the  age  of  sixteen  earned 
the  money  with  which  the  taxes  on  the  farm  were 
paid.  When  eighteen  he  went  to  Elk  Rapids  and 
worked  as  a  mechanic  and  carpenter,  assisting  also 
in  building  the  first  houses  in  Petoskey.  Though 
he  never  learned  the  carpenter's  trade,  he  seemed 
to  understand  the  business  from  the  start,  his  abil- 
ities running  in  that  line.  He  had  so  improved 
his  limited  stock  of  book  knowledge,  that  he 
taught  school  for  two  winters.  In  1878  he  came 
to  Traverse  City,  where  for  seven  months  he 
worked  as  a  carpenter,  and  then  commenced  con- 
tracting and  building.  His  business  grew  rapidly, 
and  he  now  has  shop  and  factory,  together  with 
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all  necessary  equipments  for  the  conduct  of  the 
business.  He  contracts  for  buildings  at  a  distance 
of  a  hundred  miles,  and  has  erected  seventy-seven 
buildings  for  the  Chicago  &  West  Michigan  Rail- 
road. For  a  time  he  was  associated  with  M.  S. 
West,  but  subsequently  bought  him  out,  and  con- 
tinued alone  until  the  organization  of  the  com- 
pany of  which  he  is  President. 

By  his  union  with  Alice  M.  Hazelton,  of  Leslie, 
Mich.,  Mr.  Wait  has  four  children,  Alice,  Arthur, 
Harrison  Morton  and  Roy.  Morton  has  a  pleasing 
souvenir  of  his  bii'th,  which  event  was  noticed  by 
the  publication  of  birthday  cards.  One  of  these 
was  sent  to  President  Harrison  and  another  to 
Vice-President  Morton,  for  whom  he  was  named. 
The  latter  sent  a  neat  recognition,  enclosing  his 
photograph,  and  from  the  former  they  have  an 
autograph  letter. 

Mr.  Wait  is  President  of  the  Grand  Traverse 
Building  and  Loan  Association,  which  is  a  local 
branch  of  the  Granite  State  Provident  Association 
of  Manchester,  N.  Y.  In  politics  he  is  a  Republi- 
can, and  socially  is  connected  with  the  Masonic 
fraternity.  He  is  not  a  member  of  any  denomina- 
tion, but  inclines  toward  the  Congregational  faith 
and  doctrines.  He  is  a  liberal-minded,  genial 
gentleman,  deserving  of  the  high  estimation  in 
which  he  is  held  by  his  acquaintances. 


AMUEL  J.  WALL,  Mayor  of  the  city  of 
Cadillac,  Clerk  and  Register  of  Deeds  of 
the  county  of  Wexford,  became  a  resident 
of  this  place  in  1872,  and  is  consequently  num- 
bered among  its  early  settlers.  He  was  born  in 
Kent  County,  Mich.,  July  10,  1851,  and  is  a  son 
of  Samuel  and  Mary  (Morris)  Wall.  His  parents 
were  born,  reared  and  married  in  England,  whence, 
after  the  birth  of  several  children,  they  emigrated 
to  the  United  States,  sojourning  for  a  time  in  On- 
tario Countjs  N.  Y.  About  1850  they  removed  to 
Michigan  and  settled  in  Kent  County,  where  the 


elder  sons  improved  the  home  farm  of  eighty  acres. 
The  father,  who  was  a  tailor  by  trade,  followed 
that  occupation  in  Grand  Rapids  during  the  win- 
ter months,  and  in  the  summer  was  engaged  in 
farming.  He  died  in  Februar}^  1892,  having  long 
survived  his  wife,  who  passed  away  in  1864. 

The  Wall  family  originally  consisted  of  nine 
children,  but  two  died  in  England.  Sarah  Ann, 
who  married  Darius  Wilmuth,  died  in  the  winter 
of  1875-76.  Permelia  is  the  wife  of  James  Wash- 
bum,  of  Lawrence  County,  Tenn.  William,  a  resi- 
dent of  Rockford,  Mich.,  was  a  member  of  Com- 
pany K,  Lincoln  Cavalry,  afterward  the  First  New 
York  Cavalry,  and  was  badly  wounded  w^iile  in 
the  service.  Mary  is  the  wife  of  Watson  Barker, 
of  Kent  County.  Rebecca,  who  married  William 
R.  Foote,  resides  on  the  old  homestead.  Charles 
died  m  1867. 

Our  subject,  who  is  the  youngest  of  the  family, 
was  reared  on  the  Kent  County  farm,  and  in  boy- 
hood attended  the  district  schools,  after  which  he 
took  a  course  in  the  Grand  Rapids  Business  Col- 
lege. His  first  occupation  was  that  of  a  teacher, 
and  later  he  went  to  Bay  Port,  Huron  Countj^, 
Mich.,  and  in  connection  with  James  McKay  and 
otliers  organized  the  Bay  Port  Salt  and  Lumber 
Company,  of  which  he  was  Secretary.  In  the  sum- 
mer of  1876  he  returned  to  Cadillac  and  secured  a 
position  in  the  lumber  office  of  Harris  Bros.  In 
1878  he  entered  the  employ  of  another  firm  near 
Cadillac.  His  leisure  evening  hours  were  devoted 
to  the  study  of  law,  and  in  the  spring  of  1880  he 
was  admitted  to  the  Bar.  In  the  fall  of  the  same 
year  he  was  elected  Prosecuting  Attorney,  and 
served  as  such  for  one  term. 

While  in  the  lumber  office  Mr.  Wall  also  dealt 
in  land,  and  in  1880  he  invested  his  savings  in  the 
lumber  business  in  Lake  County,  being  in  partner- 
ship with  Fred  Sipley.  In  1882  the  plant  was  en- 
larged, but  the  following  year  a  heavy  misfort- 
une overtook  the  firm,  when  the  concern  was  de- 
stroyed by  fire,  entailing  a  complete  loss  and  a  con- 
sequent failure  in  business.  Returning  to  Cadil- 
lac, Mr.  Wall  engaged  in  the  practice  of  law  and 
in  miscellaneous  business  until  1888,  when  he  was 
elected  County  Clerk.  In  this  position  he  has 
gained  the  confidence  of  the  people  to  such  an  ex- 
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tent  that  he  has  been  three  times  re-elected,  and 
is  now  serving  his  fourth  term.  In  1890  he  was 
elected  to  represent  the  Third  Ward  in  the  City 
Council  and  served  two  terms.  In  1894  he  was 
elected  Mayor  of  the  cit3\  His  political  belief  has 
always  been  that  of  the  Republican  party,  and  he 
has  served  as  delegate  to  state  conventions  and  as 
Chairman  of  the  County  Central  Committee.  He 
is  well-to-do  financialh%  and  in  addition  to  his  city 
property  is  the  owner  of  a  farm  near  Cadillac, 
which  he  is  improving. 

In  1881  Mr.  Wall  married  Miss  Caroline  Sipley, 
who  was  born  in  Ann  Arbor,  Mich.,  and  is  a  daugh- 
ter of  John  F.  Sipley,  who  is  one  of  the  pioneers 
of  that  city.  The  family  consists  of  three  children, 
named  Ruth,  Marjorie  and  Stuart.  Mrs.  Wall  is 
a  member  of  the  Presb3'terian  Church  of  Cadillac, 
in  the  good  works  of  which  she  takes  an  active 
part.  In  his  social  affiliations  Mr.  Wall  is  identi- 
fied with  the  Knights  of  Pythias  and  the  Masonic 
fraternity,  in  both  of  which  organizations  he  takes 
an  active  interest. 
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JUDGE  H.  D.  CAMPBELL.  It  may  with  jus- 
tice be  said  that  no  citizen  of  Traverse  City 
has  accomplished  more  for  the  development 
of  the  resources  of  the  town  and  county 
than  has  Judge  Campbell.  For  nearly  a  half-cen- 
tury intimately  associated  with  the  history  of  this 
place,  he  has  made  an  enviable  record  as  a  busi- 
ness man  and  citizen,  and  will  leave  to  his  chil- 
dren as  a  precious  bequest  the  memory  of  loyalty 
and  self-sacrificing  devotion  to  principle  and  the 
uplifting  of  humanity.  Surviving  to  witness  the 
wonderful  prosperity  of  Traverse  City,  he  may 
well  congratulate  himself  upon  the  fruition  of  his 
early  hopes,  and  rejoice  in  the  part  he  has  taken  in 
securing  the  present  results. 

Judge  Campbell  is  a  man  who  has  ever  main- 
tained a  deep  interest  in  the  welfare  of  the  people 
and  the  progress  of  the  county,  and  his  labors  have 


been  instrumental  in  accomplishing  many  greatly 
needed  reforms.  To  him  belongs  the  credit  of 
having  originated  the  system  of  water  works  now 
in  use  in  Traverse  City.  He  obtained  a  twenty- 
yeara  franchise,  and  with  his  sons  owns  the  entire 
plant,  which  he  manages.  Thej'  also  own  the 
electric  light  plant,  which  he  manages.  Since 
coming  to  this  village  in  1852,  he  has  been  in- 
separably connected  with  its  growth,  and  his  his- 
tory in  many  respects  is  that  of  the  place. 

The  Campbell  family  has  been  a  race  of  pioneers, 
its  members  having  through  successive  generations 
pushed  out  into  new  fields,  opened  up  farms  in  the 
midst  of  surrounding  forests  and  hewed  out  a  path 
for  oncoming  civilization.  The  first  representa- 
tive of  the  family  in  America  was  James  Campbell, 
a  native  of  Scotland,  who  removed  to  Ireland  in 
1728,  and  later  crossed  the  ocean  to  America. 
During  the  sojourn  of  the  family  in  Ireland,  James, 
Jr.,  our  subject's  great-grandfather,  was  born. 
Alter  coming  to  America,  he  settled  m  New  Hamp- 
shire, when  that  country  was  comparatively  new, 
and  there  he  cleared  land  and  opened  up  a  farm. 

The  grandfather  of  our  subject,  David  Camp- 
bell, was  born  in  New  Hampshire,  and,  removing 
in  early  manhood  to  Vermont,  became  a  pioneer  of 
that  state.  Robert  A.,  our  subject's  father,  was 
born  in  the  Green  Mountain  State,  and  when 
reaching  his  majority  he  went  to  New  York,  which 
was  then  considered  "in  the  West."  At  that  time 
few  improvements  had  been  made,  villages  were  at 
remote  distances  from  one  another,  and  the  settler 
found  every  aspect  of  frontier  existence.  The 
usual  experiences  of  pioneers  fell  to  the  lot  of  Rob- 
ert A.  Campbell,  but  as  the  years  passed  by  he  im- 
proved a  farm  and  became  one  of  the  prosperous 
men  of  his  community.  In  old  age  he  sold  out 
that  place  and  came  to  Traverse  County,  Mich., 
where  he  spent  his  declining  years.  His  wife,  who 
died  at  the  age  of  eighty,  bore  the  maiden  name 
of  Harriet  E.  Hitchcock. 

Of  the  children  born  to  Robert  A.  and  Harriet 
E.  Campbell,  a  number  died  in  infancy,  and  four 
attained  mature  years,  viz.:  H.  D.,  of  this  sketch; 
R.  Farwell,  deceased;  George  S.,  who  lives  in  Alex- 
andria, Minn.;  and  Robert  A.,  Jr.,  a  hotel-keeper  at 
Northport,  Leelanaw  County,  Mich.     Henry  D., 


PORTRAIT  AND   BIOGRAPHICAL  RECORD. 


208 


our  subject,  was  born  in  Franklin  County,  N.  Y., 
March  11,  1831,  and  was  reared  upon  a  farm,  re- 
ceiving a  good  education  in  the  neighboring 
schools.  The  home  farm  was  a  large  one,  and  a 
large  number  of  men  were  given  employment  upon 
it,  that  being  prior  to  the  introduction  of  labor- 
saving  machinery.  In  boyhood  our  subject  took 
charge  of  the  men  at  work  on  the  farm,  and  very 
early  evinced  decided  executive  ability  in  the 
management  of  affairs. 

When  of  age,  the  venturesome  spirit  of  his  an- 
cestors predominating,  our  subject  started  for  a 
new  country,  and  in  1852  came  to  Traverse  City, 
where  he  has  since  resided.  This  now  prosperous 
village  was  then  in  its  infancy,  giving  few  indica- 
tions of  its  future  commercial  importance.  He 
first  entered  the  employ  of  Hannah  cfe  Lay,  gen- 
eral merchants  at  this  place,  he  having  charge  of 
the  office.  At  the  time  of  coming  here,  he  was 
without  capital,  but  he  was  willing,  industrious 
and  energetic,  and,  proving  a  valued  help  to  his 
employers,  he  was  retained  in  their  service  for 
eight  \^ears. 

Meantime  our  subject  became  interested  in  the 
mail  service,  stage  lines,  etc.,  and  obtained  and 
controlled  numbers  of  routes  until  1862.  In  1853, 
when  a  contract  was  let  to  A.  T.  Lay  to  carry  the 
mails  from  Manistee  to  Traverse  City,  Mr.  Campbell 
had  general  charge  of  the  work.  Under  that  con- 
tract an  Indian,  "Old  Joe"  Greensky,  carried  the 
pouch,  the  contents  of  which  could  easily  have 
been  carried  in  his  inside  pocket,  if  he  had  one. 
As  civilization  advanced,  the  mails  were  carried 
on  horseback,  and  in  the  spring  of  1854  the  first 
posloffice  in  Traverse  City  was  established.  In 
1861  Mr.  Campbell  became  the  Postmaster,  but  re- 
signed after  filling  the  position  for  one  year.  In 
1869  he  established  a  stage  line  to  Big  Rapids,  on 
the  old  Indian  trail,  and  two  days  were  allowed 
for  the  transmission  of  mails  to  that  point.  He 
also  .ran  a  daily  line  to  Clam  Lake  in  twelve  hours, 
and  consequently  deliveries  were  made  a  day 
ahead  of  the  time  required  by  the  department. 

Between  the  years  1862  and  1871  Mr.  Campbell 
was  engaged  principally  in  farming,  and  has  also 
followed  that  occupation  to  some  extent  since  the 
latter  year.     In  1873  he  built  what  was  known  as 


the  Prospect  Hotel,  and  this  he  conducted  for  five 
years,  after  which  he  leased  the  building  for  a  time 
and  then  sold  it.  In  1881  he  conceived  the  plan 
of  furnishing  water  to  Traverse  City,  and  estab- 
lished the  plant  which  he  now  controls.  In  1889 
he  established  the  electric-light  plant,  which  has 
also  aided  the  development  of  the  place. 

As  a  Republican,  our  subject  has  been  a  man  of 
great  influence  in  local  affairs,  and  has  held  many 
ofiSces  of  trust.  For  four  years  he  served  as  Coun- 
ty Treasurer,  and  for  twelve  years  filled  the  oflSce 
of  Probate  Judge.  In  every  way  possible  he  has 
promoted  the  best  interests  of  the  town  and  county, 
and  his  various  positions  have  been  filled  with  credit 
to  himself  and  to  the  satisfaction  of  the  people.  In 
1862  he  married  Miss  Catherine  A.  Carmichael,  a 
native  of  the  slate  of  New  York,  and  a  most  es- 
timable lady,  who  has  been  a  faithful  helpmate  to 
her  husband  during  all  the  years  of  their  wedded 
life.  They  are  the  parents  of  five  children,  name- 
ly: Donald  F.;  Flora  A.,  who  married  W.  J.  Hobbs, 
of  Traverse  City,  and  has  b}^  that  union  a  son, 
Roland  Henry;  Willard  IL,  David  R.and  WallyG. 
The  sons  are  intelligent  and  well  informed  young 
men,  and  are  associated  with  their  father  in  busi- 
ness, giving  him  their  active  co-operation  in  all 
his  plans  and  aiding  him  in  matters  of  mutual 
welfare. 


£M(i 


JOSEPH  HOARE  is  owner  of  the  Steamboat 
Bakery  at  No.  464  River  Street,  Manistee. 
He  also  deals  in  notions,  confectionery,  ci- 
gars, etc.,  and  during  the  summer  has  a  well 
appointed  ice-cream  saloon.  He  has  been  engaged 
in  business  in  this  city  only  since  March,  1891,  but 
has  built  up  a  good  trade  and  gives  employment 
to  from  five  to  eight  persons.  The  volume  of 
goods  handled  requires  the  use  of  two  delivery 
wagons,  which  are  kept  constantly  in  use. 

Joseph  Hoare  was  born  in  the  village  of  God- 
mersham,  county  of  Kent,  England,  December  30, 
1850.     His  parents  were  Henry  and  Sarah  (Dodd) 
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Hoare,  who  both  passed  their  entire  lives  in  the 
county  of  Kent,  where  the  father  owned  and  man- 
aged a  farm.  Tiiey  had  thirteen  ctiildren,  five  of 
whom  are  deceased.  Sarah,  a  widow,  is  still  a 
resident  of  England;  Edward  is  now  in  Washing- 
ton; Emma  is  married  and  a  resident  of  Adelaide, 
Australia;  Henry  lives  in  his  native  land;  Emily 
makes  her  home  in  Queensland,  Australia;  and 
George,  a  mechanic  by  occupation,  is  in  Scotland. 
Few  families  are  as  widely  separated  as  is  this  one. 
Thomas  died  at  the  age  of  twenty -six  years;  John 
was  lost  at  sea  in  a  shipwreck;  James  died  in  Chi- 
cago; Ellen  was  called  to  her  final  rest  in  early 
womanhood;  and  Celia  died  when  about  twenty- 
two  summers  had  passed  over  her  head. 

The  bo3'hood  of  Joseph  Hoare  was  passed  in  a 
quiet  manner  on  his  father's  faim.  When  he  was 
fourteen  years  of  age  he  began  learning  the  mill- 
er's trade,  at  which  he  worked  for  about  eleven 
years,  and  he  also  learned  the  baker's  art  at  Ash- 
ford.  After  leaving  the  flouring-mill,  he  worked  in 
a  cement-mill  for  some  time.  II is  educational  ad- 
vantages were  meager,  being  confined  to  those  re- 
ceived before  he  was  nine  years  old.  About  1879 
he  embarked  in  business  for  himself,  operating  a 
baker's  and  confectionery  store  in  Wye  and  Tun- 
bridge. 

In  September,  1883,  Mr.  Hoare  started  with  his 
wife  and  six  children  for  America,  and,  locating  at 
Pent  Water,  Mich.,  was  employed  in  a  flouring-mill 
until  it  was  destroyed  by  fire,  about  five  months 
later.  He  then  opened  a  bakery  in  the  same  town, 
which  he  conducted  for  about  two  years.  Thence 
going  to  Ludington,  he  engaged  in  the  same  em- 
ployment, and  as  his  means  were  limited  he  had 
quite  a  struggle  to  support  his  large  family  and 
build  up  a  business.  At  the  end  of  five  years  of 
successful  trade,  he  sold  his  location  and  moved  to 
this  city,  where  he  believed  he  would  have  better 
opportunities.  It  seems  that  his  judgment  in  this 
instance  was  good,  for  he  is  on  the  high  road  to 
prosperity. 

June  23,  1869,  Mr.  Hoare  married  Harriet  New- 
port, who  was  born  October  25,  1852,  in  the  coun- 
ty of  Kent^England.  Ten  children  have  been  born 
to  this  worthy  couple,  namely:  Anna  Evelyn,  who 
is  clerking  in  her  father's  store;  Eddie,  who  died  in 


infancy;  Alice  Maud,  whose  death  occurred  at  the 
age  of  twelve  years,  in  Ludington;  Arthur  Joseph, 
a  student  in  the  high  school  of  this  city;  Esther 
Elizabeth;  George;  Percy;  Bertram;  Willie,  who 
died  at  the  age  of  three  months;  and  Ruth.  The 
seven  elder  children  were  born  in  England,  and 
the  rest  in  Michigan. 

Though  brought  up  in  the  Church  of  England, 
Mr.  and  Mrs.  Hoare  are  now  identified  with  the 
Methodist  Episcopal  Church.  In  politics  our  sub- 
ject is  independent,  and  fraternally  is  an  Odd  Fel- 
low, a  member  of  the  Knights  of  the  Maccabees 
and  of  the  Ancient  Order  of  United  Workmen. 
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HDWIGHT  GRISWOLD,  M.  D.,  enjoys  the 
distinction  of  being,  in  point  of  years  of 
practice,  the  oldest  physician  in  Wexford 
County.  He  located  in  Sherman,  where  he  has 
since  resided,  in  April,  1872,  prior  to  which  he 
was  for  a  year  engaged  in  practice  at  Traverse 
City.  During  the  early  portion  of  his  residence 
in  this  county  settler's  were  few  and  prospects  of 
future  growth  discouraging.  He  followed  his  pro- 
fession in  this  locality  before  a  railroad  had  pene- 
trated here,  the  nearest  railway  town  being  Big 
Rapids,  which  was  ninety  miles  from  Traverse 
City.  As  may  be  imagined,  he  has  watched  with 
no  little  interest  the  development  of  Northern 
Michigan,  and  has  himself  been  a  prominent  fac- 
tor in  the  same. 

In  Brooklyn,  Jackson  County,  Mich.,  the  subject 
of  this  sketch  was  born  September  3,  1840,  being  a 
son  of  Rev.  Horace  and  Lucy  (Morse)  Gr  is  wold, 
natives  of  New  England.  His  father,  who  passed 
his  early  years  in  Vermont,  was  a  graduate  of 
Hamilton  (N.  Y.)  University, and  was  ordained  to 
the  ministry  of  the  Baptist  Church.  Some  time 
after  his  marriage  he  removed  to  the  West,  settling 
in  Michigan  in  1836.  Here  he  purchased  a  large 
tract  of  timber-land,  in  the  cultivation  of  which, 
as  well  as  in  the  preaching  of  the  Gospel  at  Brook- 
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lyn,he  engaged  until  his  death,  in  1840.  After  his 
death  the  widowed  mother  returned  to  Madison 
County,  N.  Y.,  and  some  time  thereafter  removed 
to  Fremont,  Neb.,  and  there  died  when  more  than 
eighty  years  of  age. 

There  were  six  children  in  the  family  of  Rev. 
Horace  Griswold,  and  all  are  still  living,  namely: 
Joseph,  who  is  engaged  in  the  practice  of  law  in 
Jackson  County;  Horace,  a  stock-raiser  of  Fremont, 
Neb.;  George  P.,  an  attorney  of  Marshalltown, 
Iowa;  Milton,  a  fruit-grower  of  Santa  Barbara, 
Cal.;  Lucy,  a  teachei  in  Fremont,  Neb.;  and  H. 
Dwight.  The  last-named  opened  his  eyes  to  the 
light  of  day  some  months  after  the  death  of  his 
father.  His  boyhood  years  were  passed  in  New 
York  State,  where  he  attended  the  common  schools. 
At  the  age  of  fifteen  he  went  to  Rockford,  111., 
where  he  prosecuted  his  studies  about  four  years. 
Later  he  was  employed  as  bookkeeper  in  the  office 
of  the  Racine  (Wis.)  Advocate^  and  also  spent  a 
short  time  in  Monroe,  Wis.  From  there  he  went 
to  Lansing,  Mich.,  where  he  learned  the  printer's 
trade  in  the  office  of  the  Lansing  Journal,  a  paper 
that  was  owned  and  conducted  by  his  brother 
Joseph.  Under  that  brother  he  also  served  as 
clerk  in  the  postofflce  at  Lansing. 

In  Brooklyn,  Mich.,  with  Dr.  J.  R.  Crowell  as 
preceptor,  our  subject  began  the  study  of  medi- 
cine, and  later  entered  the  medical  department  of 
the  University  of  Michigan,  where  he  remained 
for  two  years,  graduating  in  1862.  He  then  served 
in  St.  Mary's  Hospital  at  Detroit  as  a  medical  ca- 
det, in  the  employ  of  the  United  States  Govern- 
ment, after  which  he  was  proofreader  and  reporter 
for  the  Detroit  Advertiser  and  the  Tribune  three 
years,  and  while  thus  engaged  reported  the  pro- 
ceedings of  the  State  Legislature  one  session.  For 
one  winter  he  was  state  editor,  and  also  served  in 
other  important  capacities. 

From  Detroit  Dr.  Griswold  went  to  Chicago, 
where  he  was  reporter  on  the  staff  of  the  Chicago 
Republican  and  the  Inter  Ocean.  Next  he  reported 
on  St.  Louis  papers,  and  for  two  years  was  clerk  in 
a  hotel  in  the  latter  city.  In  the  spring  of  1871  he 
located  in  Traverse  City,  and  the  next  year  came 
to  Sherman,  where  he  has  since  been  in  continuous 
practice.     In  1882  he  married  Miss  Mary  Fancher, 


a  native  of  Cattaraugus  County,  N.  Y.,  and  the 
daughter  of  Charles  Fancher,  a  farmer  of  Wexford 
County.  One  son  blesses  this  union,  Don  M.  In 
1894  the  Doctor  erected  a  neat  residence,  and  in 
addition  he  owns  a  farm  near  Sherman.  Though 
his  attention  has  been  given  closely  to  his  profes- 
sion, he  has  found  time  for  the  consideration  of 
matters  of  public  importance  and  is  well  posted 
concerning  topics  of  current  interest.  In  politics 
a  Democrat,  he  was  for  twelve  years  Chairman  of 
the  Democratic  County  Committee.  He  was  the 
first  President  of  Sherman  after  its  incorporation  as 
a  village,  and  later  served  three  years  in  the  same 
capacity,  and  no  citizen  has  been  more  instru- 
mental in  promoting  its  progress  than  he.  In  re- 
ligious belief  he  is  an  Episcopalian,  and  in  social 
matters  is  a  Mason,  holding  membership  in  Sher- 
man Lodge  No.  372,  A.  F.  &  A.  M. 


WILLIAM  JACKSON,  one  of  the  well 
known  business  men  of  Traverse  City. 
is  the  subject  of  our  sketch.  He  is  the 
manufacturer  of  the  Jackson  saw  filer  and  gummer, 
also  manufacturer  of  and  dealer  in  shafting,  pull- 
eys, boxes,  hangers,  mill  castings  and  grates,  the 
Frost  improved  steam  pumping  machinery,  pipe  and 
fittings,  Penberthy  injectors  and  oil  caps,  etc.  He  is 
especially  adapted  for  his  chosen  occupation,  hav- 
ing a  natural  talent  as  a  machinist.  In  addition 
to  other  specialties,  he  has  a  large  trade  in  repair- 
ing engines  and  re-boring  cylinders. 

The  father  of  our  subject,  William  Jackson,  Sr., 
was  born  in  England,  and  there  spent  his  entire 
life,  dying  at  the  age  of  about  fifty-one  years. 
His  occupation  was  that  of  an  engine-driver,  or 
what  is  now  known  as  a  locomotive  engineer.  His 
wife,  who  bore  the  maiden  name  of  Ellen  Cox,  was 
born  in  Sheffield,  England,  where  her  father  was 
engaged  in  the  cutlery  business.  Our  subject,  who 
is  the  only  survivor  of  three  children,  was  born  in 
Hampshire,  England,  June  28,  1841,  and  attended 
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the  common  schools  until  thirteen  years  of  age. 
He  then  entered  the  employ  of  a  railway  company 
in  London,  liis  duties  at  first  being  to  record  the 
number  of  coaches.  As  his  faithfulness  and  ability 
became  apparent  he  was  given  positions  as  appren- 
tice in  the  locomotive  departments,  in  all  of  which 
he  won  the  commendation  of  his  superiors. 

In  1863  Mr.  Jackson  married  Miss  Catharine 
Tarbuck,  and  afterward,  in  1872,  they  set  sail  for 
America,  landing  in  New  York  after  an  unevent- 
ful voyage.  From  the  metropolis  they  proceeded 
westward  to  Grand  Rapids,  where  he  went  to  work 
in  the  machine-shops  of  Williams  <fe  Smith,  now  the 
Michigan  Iron  Works.  With  this  firm  he  contin- 
ued from  September  of  1872  until  the  spring  of 
1873.  Being  a  skilled  mechanic,  he  never  had  any 
difficulty  m  securing  work  at  good  wages.  P'or 
about  six  months  he  was  employed  in  Lansing, 
thence  went  to  Jackson,  where  he  entered  the 
emplo}'  of  the  Michigan  Central  Railroad  Com- 
pany. By  them  he  was  sent  to  Grand  Rapids  to 
take  the  position  of  foreman  of  the  shops  there, 
filling  the  position  very  acceptably  for  two  years. 
The  work  not  being  entirely  congenial  to  his 
tastes,  he  resigned  and  returned  to  his  former  oc- 
cupation, being  employed  by  men  who  had  previ- 
ously secured  his  services  and  knew  his  worth. 

The  year  1882  witnessed  the  arrival  of  Mr.  Jack- 
son in  Traverse  City,  where  he  formed  a  connec- 
tion with  Perry  Holdsworth  and  Benjamin  Thirl- 
by,  under  the  firm  name  of  Thirlby,  Jackson  &  Co. 
Seven  years  were  thus  spent,  after  which  Mr.  Jack- 
son retired  from  the  partnership,  having  accepted 
an  offer  made  him  by  one  of  the  firms  with  whom 
he  Jiad  previously  been  connected,  and  who  desired 
him  to  do  some  important  work  for  them.  Six- 
teen months  later,  having  completed  that  work,  he 
and  Mr.  Thirlby  bought  out  Mr.  Holdsworth 's  in- 
terest, and  as  Thirlby  &  Jackson  conducted  the 
business  for  a  number  of  years. 

Selling  his  interest  in  the  business  to  S.  W.  Cal- 
kins, our  subject  erected  a  shop  of  his  own,  and 
here  he  has  since  engaged  in  business.  Being  a  re- 
liable man,  and  understanding  thoroughlj^  all  the 
details  of  his  occupation,  he  has  the  confidence  of 
the  people  and  a  large  share  of  the  trade.  Socially 
be  is  identified  with  the  Ancient  Order  of  United 


Workmen.  He  and  his  wife  have  one  child,  a 
daughter  Florence,  who  is  a  graduate  of  the  high 
school  at  Traverse  City,  and  is  now  studying  art 
in  Boston.  She  is  an  accomplished  young  lady 
and  possesses  especial  talent  as  an  artist.  Politi- 
cally Mr.  Jackson  inclines  to  the  Democratic  party, 
but  no  mere  party  ties  can  hold  him.  He  believes 
in  the  proper  man  for  the  proper  place,  and  votes 
accordingl}^  As  a  citizen  he  is  progressive  and 
energetic,  and  is  highly  esteemed  by  his  associates. 


m^mi 


HARRY  A.  SCOTT,  who  in  1892  was  Mayor 
of  Ludington,  is  one  of  her  foremost  cit- 
izens and  business  men.  In  February, 
1894,  he  entered  upon  his  duties  as  Postmaster, 
having  been  appointed  to  the  position  by  Presi- 
dent Cleveland.  For  three  j^ears  he  was  Trustee, 
and  is  at  the  present  time  Secretary  of  the  Board 
of  Education.  Among  the  local  enterprises  in 
which  he  is  especiall}^  interested  are  the  Ludington 
Wooden  ware  Company,  of  which  he  is  President, 
and  the  Ludington  &  Buttersville  Ferry  Line.  His 
fine  residence  property  is  located  in  the  Fourth 
Ward,  which  ward  he  represented  as  Alderman, 
filling  the  vacancy  caused  by  the  death  of  C.  C. 
Rice. 

Born  in  Quebec,  Canada,  July  24,  1841,  H.  A. 
Scott  is  a  son  of  James  and  Elenor  (Baldwin) 
Scott.  They  were  natives  of  England,  and  the 
latter  was  of  Scotch  parentage.  Their  family  com- 
prised nine  children,  five  sons  and  four  daughters, 
and  of  this  large  number  our  subject  is  now  the 
only  survivor.  James  Scott  was  a  timber  inspector, 
and  emigrated  to  Canada  when  a  young  man.  He 
was  married  and  reared  his  family  in  Quebec.  His 
death  occurred  in  1863,  at  fifty-seven  years  of  age. 
His  Wife  survived  him  for  many  jears,  dying  when 
nearly  eighty-eight  years  of  age.  They  were  de- 
voted members  of  the  Presbyterian  Church,  and 
their  lives  were  in  accord  with  its  teachings.  The 
father  of  James  was  John  Scott,  who  was  born  in 
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England,  and  died  in  that  counti\y  at  a  good  old 
age.  The  father  of  Mrs.  Scott,  Henry  Baldwin, 
lived  and  died  in  Scotland,  and  was  a  Presbyterian 
of  the  old  school. 

The  boyhood  of  Harry  A.  Scott  was  passed 
quietly  in  his  native  city,  and  there  he  received 
his  education.  On  leaving  school  he  became  in- 
terested in  the  lumber  business,  which  he  followed 
for  some  years.  In  1864  he  went  to  Chicago,  and 
for  the  next  two  years  was  employed  in  the  whole- 
sale house  of  Meade  &  Higgins. 

It  was  in  1866  that  our  subject  came  to  Michi- 
gan, his  first  duties  as  a  lumber  inspector  taking 
him  to  the  vicinity  of  Muskegon,  where  he  re- 
mained until  1872.  About  that  time  he  came  to 
Ludington,  and  has  lived  here  ever  since,  his  line 
of  emplo3^ment  being  still  that  of  lumber  inspect- 
ing. In  his  political  standing  he  is  an  ally  of  the 
Democracy.  Fraternally  he  is  a  Thirty-second  De- 
gree Mason,  and  belongs  to  the  Mj^stic  Shrine  of 
Grand  Rapids.  He  is  also  connected  with  the 
Royal  Arcanum. 

In  December,  1869,  Mr.  Scott  wns  united  in  mar- 
riage with  Abbie  E.  Cud  worth,  and  one  daughter, 
Mary,  has  been  born  of  tiieir  union.  Mrs.  Scott  is 
a  daugliter  of  A.  B.  and  Harriet  (Burt)  Cudworth. 
She  holds  membership  with  the  Congregational 
Church  and  is  an  active  worker  in  various  benevo- 
lent and  other  departments  of  usefulness. 


THOMAS  P.  McMASTER  is  sole  proprietor 
and  editor  of  the  Ludington  Record,  which 
is  one  of  the  leading  papers  of  western 
Michigan.  The  present  owner  has  been  an  in- 
habitant of  Ludington  since  April,  1872,  and  in 
1880  was  first  connected  with  the  Record  as  as- 
sociate editor,  becoming  editor-in-chief  in  1882 
The  newspaper  office  and  all  its  contents  were  de- 
stroyed in  the  disastrous  fire  of  June,  1881,  but 
though  this  was  a  severe  loss  to  the  proprietors,  it 
resulted  in  ultiraate  good  to  this  popular  journal, 


as  now  only  the  latest  and  most  improved  outfit 
is  in  use.  The  policy  of  the  paper  is  strictl}^  Re- 
publican, and  its  influence  is  felt  far  and  near  dur- 
ing Presidential  and  local  campaigns. 

Mr.  McMaster  is  a  native  of  Ireland,  having  been 
born  February  25,  1846,  in  County  Antrim.  He 
is  of  Scotch-Irish  descent  on  the  paternal  side,  but 
his  mother  was  an  English  lady.  The  father,  John 
McMaster,  spent  fort}'  years  on  the  high  seas,  and 
before  the  birth  of  his  son  Thomas  had  become  an 
American  citizen.  During  the  gold  excitement  he 
went  to  California,  but  passed  his  last  years  in  this 
city,  where  he  died  in  April,  1893.  His  wife,  who 
bore  the  maiden  name  of  Margaret  Peters,  died  in 
1881.  After  their  marriage  they  resided  in  Cum- 
berland, England. 

Our  subject,  with  the  exception  of  a  few  years 
spent  in  Ireland,  remained  in  England  until  short- 
ly before  reaching  his  majority.  He  served  an  ap- 
prenticeship to  the  sailmaker's  trade,  and  for  the 
next  four  years  and  a-half  followed  his  vocation 
on  board  a  merchantman.  In  1871  young  Mc- 
Master came  from  New  York  to  this  state,  and  for 
a  year  or  two  made  his  home  in  Saginaw,  after 
which  he  became  a  permanent  fixture  in  Luding- 
ton. The  Record  was  established  in  September, 
1867,  by  George  W.  Clayton,  who  was  succeeded 
b}'  the  firm  of  Clayton  &  Hopkins.  J.  E.  Darr 
afterward  became  a  member  of  the  firm,  and  then 
Messrs.  Darr  &  Sawyer  were  i)roprietors  of  the 
plant  until  1880,  when  our  subject  was  admitted 
to  the  partnership.  The  oflice  is  furnished  with  a 
Cottrell  and  Babcock  cylinder  press  and  two  Chal- 
lenge job  presses,  a  fine  array  of  type  and  all  other 
accoutrements  of  a  first-class  oflfice.  The  weekly 
paper  is  a  seven-column  quarto  of  eight  pages, 
one-half  of  this  being  made  up  in  the  office.  The 
proprietor  gives  his  personal  attention  to  all  de- 
partments of  the  journal,  which  is  constantly  in- 
creasing m  circulation. 

Under  President  Arthur  Mr.  McMaster  held  the 
office  of  Postmaster,  discharging  his  duties  with 
ability  and  promptness.  He  has  served  for  nine 
years  on  the  local  School  Board,  and  is  always  a 
promoter  of  all  movements  which  are  calculated 
to  advance  the  best  interests  of  the  district.  He 
is  now  Chairman  of  the  County  Republican  Com- 
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mittee,  and  has  been  Secretary  on  several  occasions. 
He  is  President  of  the  Big  Store  Mercantile  Com- 
pany, which  has  a  capital  stock  of  150,000,  and  is 
one  of  the  largest  department  stores  in  this  section 
of  the  state.  A  stock  valued  at  some  860,000  is 
carried,  and  the  concern  has  an  annual  trade  of 
about  Si 00,000.  Tlic  store  occupied  is  a  building 
55x100  feet  in  dimensions  and  two  stories  in  height, 
besides  which  there  is  a  large  warehouse.  This 
property  was  built  by  him  for  the  accommodation 
of  the  company. 

In  May,  1874,  Mr.  McMaster  married  Miss  Re- 
becca Ash,  of  Waukeslia  County,  Wis.  She  is  a 
lady  of  good  education  and  culture.  Only  one 
of  their  children  is  living,  Lucie,  who  is  pursu- 
ing her  higlier  education  at  Albion  College.  Mr. 
and  Mrs.  McMaster  are  members  of  the  Methodist 
Episcopal  Church,  and  do  their  share  in  the  sup- 
port of  religious  and  charitable  enterprises.  The 
former  is  a  Knight-Templar  Mason. 
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eHARLES  W.  JONES,  local  agent  for  the 
American  Express  Company  in  Scottville, 
owns  a  good  store,  in  which  may  be  found 
groceries,  notions,  stationery,  etc.  He  is  a  leader 
in  the  ranks  of  the  Republican  party  in  this'  local- 
ity, and  has  held  a  number  of  responsible  offices 
within  the  gift  of  his  fellow-citizens.  Eor  a  period 
of  three  3^ears  he  was  Township  Supervisor,  and 
for  about  the  same  length  of  time  was  Town  Clerk. 
He  is  now  one  of  the  Village  Trustees,  and  Attor- 
ney for  the  place.  For  a  quarter  of  a  century  he 
has  been  Justice  of  the  Peace,  and  is  now  filling 
the  office  in  addition  to  acting  as  Notary  Public. 
In  a  family  numbering  three  sons  and  two 
daughters,  four  of  whom  are  still  living,  Charles 
W.  is  the  eldest.  The  others  are  William  C,  of 
Ludington;  Hiram  P.,  of  Cannonsburg,  INIich.;  and 
Flora  E,,  wife  of  Willis  Young,  also  a  resident  of 
Cannonsburg.  The  parents  of  these  children  are 
Leonard  Ht  and  Lucind^  A.  (Bishop)  Jones,  na- 


tives of  New  York  State.  The  father  has  made 
his  main  business  in  life  that  of  carpentering,  but 
has  also  farmed  to  some  extent.  In  1846  he  set- 
tled in  Cannonsburg,  this  state,  when  it  was  a  very 
small  village,  and  has  lived  there  ever  since.  He 
has  held  a  number  of  township  offices,  and  enjoys 
the  confidence  of  his  friends  and  neighbors.  His 
father  was  a  native  of  New  York,  while  his  grand- 
father, who  came  to  the  United  States  prior  to  the 
Revolution,  and  settled  in  Jefferson  County,  N.  Y., 
was  a  native  of  Whales.  The  paternal  grandfather 
of  Charles  W.  Jones  was  a  soldier  in  the  War  of 
1812,  and  was  past  the  allotted  threescore  and 
ten  years  at  the  time  of  his  death,  which  occurred 
in  New  York.  Mr.  Bishop,  father  of  Mrs.  Lucinda 
Jones,  was  also  born  and  died  in  the  P]mpire  State. 
His  wife  lived  to  the  extreme  old  age  of  ninety- 
five  years,  and  enjoyed  good  health  up  to  the  last 
year  of  her  life. 

Charles  W.  Jones  was  born  in  Jefferson  County, 
N.  Y.,  May  2,  1845,  and  from  the  time  he  was  a 
year  old  was  reared  in  Cannonsburg,  Kent  Coun- 
ty, this  state.  In  his  youth  he  worked  on  a  farm 
during  the  summer,  and  went  to  school  in  the 
winter  season  until  he  was  eighteen  years  of  age. 
He  then  taught  school  for  one  winter,  but  in  1863 
could  no  longer  restrain  his  patriotic  impulses,  and 
enlisted  in  Company  H,  Twenty-first  Michigan  In- 
fantr3\  He  participated  in  the  battles  of  Nash- 
ville and  Franklin,  and  m  a  number  of  less  impor- 
tant engagements.  He  received  an  honorable 
discharge  May  22,  1865. 

Returning  home  after  the  war,  Mr.  Jones  re- 
mained there  until  the  fall  of  1865,  when  he  be- 
came a  resident  of  Mason  County,  his  home  being 
Pere  Marquette.  At  that  time  there  were  only- 
three  townships  in  the  county,  and  though  he  has 
lived  in  the  same  locality  ever  since,  he  is  now  in 
the  portion  known  as  Amber  Township.  For  a 
number  of  years  he  engaged  in  farming,  but  on  ac- 
count of  poor  health  was  obliged  to  abandon  the 
occupation. 

In  1882  Mr.  Jones  came  to  Scottville  and  opened 
a  news  and  notion  store,  there  being  four  other 
business  houses  in  the  village  when  he  embarked 
in  commercial  pursuits.  He  was  quite  successful 
from  the  first,  and  afterward  added  groceries  tg 
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his  former  stock  of  goods.  For  the  past  four  years 
he  has  been  express  agent.  Fraternally  he  is  a 
member  of  the  Knights  of  Honor,  the  Modern 
Woodmen  of  America,  the  United  Friends  of 
Michigan,  and  8.  D.  Haight  Post  No.  348,  G.  A.  R., 
of  Scottville. 

September  6,  1863,  Mr.  Jones  married  Miss  Mar- 
gery, daughter  of  Hector  McLean.  Seven  children 
blessed  their  union,  and  are  named  Charles  E.,  Alli- 
son D.,  Leonard  H,^  Clyde  W.,  Florence  L.,  Will- 
iam L  and  Hiram  P.  In  October,  1893,  Mr.  Jones 
was  married  to  Sarah  A.  Camp,  by  whom  he  has 
become  the  father  of  one  son,  Carl  W. 
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MITFI  BARNES,  deceased,  was  one  of  the 
most  prominent  and  respected  business 
men  of  Traverse  City.  He  was  a  gentle- 
man of  wide  experience  and  unusual  financial  abil- 
ity, and  the  success  of  the  mammoth  concern  with 
which  he  was  long  identified  is  largely  attributa- 
ble to  his  keen  judgment  and  management.  He 
was  Secretary,  Treasurer  and  general  manager  of 
the  Hannah  &  Lay  Mercantile  Company,  whose 
annual  sales  have  of  late  years  amounted  to  about 
$1,000,000.  The  death  of  this  esteemed  citizen 
occurred  June  19,  1891,  and  his  loss,  which  was 
deeply  mourned  by  all,  was  felt  to  be  a  public  ca- 
lamity. He  was  placed  to  rest  in  the  family  lot  in 
the  cemetery  at  Kalamazoo. 

Born  in  Madison  County,  N.  Y.,  July  8,  1827, 
Smith  Barnes  was  the  only  son  of  Roswell  and 
Maria  (Adams)  Barnes.  The  former  was  also  an 
only  son,  and  as  our  subject  had  no  children,  his 
branch  of  the  family  terminated  at  his  death.  Five 
years  of  his  boyhood  were  passed  in  Livingston 
County,  Mich.,  after  which  he  resided  for  six  years 
in  Oakland  County,  and  for  twelve  years  in  Port 
Huron,  St.  Clair  County.  From  1836  until  his 
death  his  home  was  made  uninterruptedly  in  this 
state,  and  his  own  history  was  interwoven  with 
its  development. 

In  1860  Mr.  Barnes  came  to  this  city  and  ob- 
tained employment  with  Hannah,  Lay  &  Co.,  hav- 
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ing  sole  charge  of  their  mercantile  depot.  During 
the  first  year,  in  company  with  one  clerk,  he  made 
all  the  sales,  amounting  to  about  $16,000.  Year 
by  year  the  business  increased  under  his  able  man- 
agement, until  it  reached  its  present  prominence 
in  the  commercial  world.  In  1881  he  became  a 
large  stockholder  in  the  Hannah  <fe  Lay  Mercan- 
tile Company.  The  senior  member  of  that  con- 
cern, Hon.  Perrj^  Hannah,  became  acquainted  with 
young  Barnes  while  in  business  at  Port  Huron, 
and  was  attracted  by  his  manner  and  his  un- 
doubted integrity  and  ability.  He  made  a  propo- 
sition therefore,  and  was  very  glad  when  he  found 
he  could  secure  the  active  co-operation  of  our 
subject. 

In  1852  Smith  Barnes  married  Miss  Lucinda  M. 
Hart,  whose  death  occurred  in  1870.  In  the  fol- 
lowing 3'ear  he  married  Catherine  K.  Clarke,  of 
Geneva,  N.  Y.  She  is  living  in  Traverse  City, 
having  remained  until  August,  1891,  in  a  beautiful 
home  known  as  "Ingleside,"'  located  at  the  corner 
of  State  and  Wellington  Streets.  Mrs.  Barnes  is  a 
native  of  Buffalo,  N.  Y.,  and  is  a  daughter  of 
Grosvenor  and  Christine  (Kip)  Clarke.  She  re- 
ceived a  good  education,  and  is  a  lady  of  culture 
and  refinement. 

Extensive  travel  in  Europe  as  well  as  in  all 
parts  of  our  own  country  tended  to  make  Mr. 
Barnes  what  all  of  his  friends  found  him,  a  court- 
eous, polished  gentleman,  and  an  interesting  con- 
versationalist. In  politics  he  was  a  Republican, 
but  never  an  office-seeker. 


^>-^^<m 


WILLIAM  LLOYD  is  a  member  of  the 
firm  of  Lloyd  &  Smith,  plumbers, 
steam  and  gas  fitters,  who  have  an  of- 
fice at  Nos.  71  and  73  Maple  Street,  Manistee.  They 
take  contracts  for  all  kinds  of  work  in  their  line, 
including  electric  light  fitting,  putting  in  heating 
apparatus,  etc.,  and  give  employment  to  an  aver- 
age of  sixteen  men  the  year  round.  The  present 
firm    has   been    in    existence  for  four  years,    Mr. 
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Smith  having  been  an  employe  of  our  subject  for 
ten  years  before  purchasing  an  interest  in  the  busi- 
ness. 

The  father  of  our  subject,  Thomas  Lloyd,  a  na- 
tive of  Ireland,  was  a  lawyer  by  profession,  and 
had  practiced  in  Dublin  for  forty  years.  He  came 
to  the  United  States  in  1865,  bringing  with  him 
his  wife,  Ann,  nee  Carlin,  hei  aged  father  and  his 
family  of  seven  children.  They  took  up  their 
residence  in  Toronto,  Canada,  where  Mr.  Lloyd 
died  in  June,  1866,  but  where  his  widow  is  still 
living.  She  was  the  mother  of  the  following  chil- 
dren: John,  Mary,  William,  Jemimah,  Florence, 
Annie  and  Victoria,  the  latter  of  whom  was  born 
in  Toronto.  They  are  all  married  with  the  excep- 
tion of  John,  and  all  live  in  Canada  but  Florence, 
now  Mrs.  Hames,  who  is  a  resident  of  Cleveland. 
The  brother  John,  to  whom  we  have  just  referred, 
has  been  in  the  northwestern  part  of  the  United 
States  since  1870,  having  been  for  several  years 
employed  on  the  Government  survey  in  Montana. 
During  the  border  troubles  with  the  Indians,  and 
the  first  outbreak  under  the  notorious  half-breed 
Rial,  he  was  in  the  service  of  the  Canadian  army. 
William  Lloyd  was  born  in  Dublin,  Ireland, 
June  13,  1858,  and  w^as  educated  in  the  schools  of 
Toronto,  in  which  city  he  attained  his  majority. 
He  learned  the  plumber's  trade,  and  worked  at  the 
business  in  many  towns  in  the  province  of  Ontario 
during  the  four  years  following.  In  1881  became 
to  this  state,  locating  first  at  Grand  Rapids,  from 
where  he  came  to  Manistee  two  years  afterward. 
For  a  time  he  was  employed  by  the  Manistee 
Plumbing  Company,  and  then  bought  out  the  firm 
in  company  with  H.  W.  Brough.  The  latter  sold 
out  his  interest  to  our  subject  when  two  years  had 
elapsed,  and  he  in  turn  sold  a  half-interest  to  Otto 
Rosen feld,  who  was  a  practical  tinner  and  who  had 
charge  of  that  department.  This  connection  ex- 
isted for  some  four  years,  Mr.  Lloyd  then  buying 
out  his  partner,  and  later  selling  a  half-interest  to 
L.  G.  Smith,  who  is  still  with  him. 

Socially  Mr.  Lloyd  is  a  charter  member  of  Man- 
istee Lodge  No.  99,  K.  of  P.,  and  is  at  present  one 
of  the  Trustees  of  the  lodge.  He  is  also  identified 
with  the  National  Union,  a  beneficial  order.  Po- 
litically he  is  a  straightforward  Republican.     He 


and  his  family  attend  the  Congregational  Church, 
and  are  always  ready  to  lend  a  helping  hand  to  the 
poor  and  needy. 

In  August,  1889,  the  marriage  of  William  Lloyd 
and  Miss  Georgia  L.  Gunsolly  was  solemnized  in 
this  city.  Mrs.  Lloyd  was  born  and  reared  in 
Manistee,  and  is  a  graduate  of  the  high  school. 
Two  bright  little  children  have  come  to  bless  the 
home  and  orladden  the  hearts  of  Mr.  and  Mrs. 
Lloyd,  and  are  called,  respectively,  Helen  Louise 
and  Francis  Edward. 
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OREST  E.  WALKER.  The  health  and 
happiness  of  the  human  family  depend,  m 
no  small  degree,  upon  the  construction  of 
the  houses  in  which  they  live.  Few  realize  this 
important  truth,  or  understand  the  close  relation 
that  exists  between  architecture  and  public  health, 
and  consequently  public  morals.  Such  being  the 
case,  the  architect  has  a  mission  no  less  important 
than  the  physician  or  minister,  and  he  who  per- 
forms that  mission  is  entitled  to  the  esteem  of  his 
associates  and  the  respect  of  all  who  know  him. 

The  subject  of  this  sketch  is  a  skilled  and  intel- 
ligent architect,  who  has  carefully  prepared  him- 
self for  his  profession, and  understands  thoroughly 
the  latest  and  best  styles  of  architectural  systems 
of  ventilating  and  heating,  and  the  appropriateness 
of  exterior  and  interior  finishings.  Though  he  has 
been  a  resident  of  Traverse  City  a  short  time  only 
(having  come  here  from  Grand  Rapids  in  1894), 
he  has  already  become  known  as  a  skilled  work- 
man, thoroughly  competent  to  carry  out  every 
contract  that  he  undertakes. 

The  Walker  family  has  been  identified  with  the 
history  of  America  for  many  years.  Our  subject's 
great-grandfather,  Abraham  Walker,  was  a  life- 
long resident  of  New  York,  and  there  his  death 
occurred.  Grandfather  John  Walker,  a  farmer  by 
occupation,  settled  m  Saratoga  County,  N.  Y.,  at 
the  head  waters  of  the  Hudson,  and  there  contin- 
ued to  reside  until  about  1848.     From   there  he 
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moved  to  Woodhull,  Steuben  County,  where  his 
death  occurred  at  the  age  of  seventy-five.  His 
family  numbered  nine  children,  of  whom  all  but 
four  are  living. 

The  father  of  our  subject,  Newton  W.,  was  the 
eldest  of  his  father's  family,  and  was  born  in  Sara- 
toga County,  N.  Y.  He  was  reared  upon  a  farm, 
and  early  became  familiar  with  the  work  incident 
to  that  occupation.  Moving  to  Steuben  County, 
he  settled  in  Bath,  where  he  studied  surveying, 
and  for  a  long  time  did  the  surveying  for  Steuben 
County.  He  later  went  to  Woodhull,  where  he  re- 
mained for  thirty  years.  His  death  occurred  in 
February,  1894,  when  he  was  seventy-one  years  of 
age.  His  wife,  who  still  survives,  was  formerly 
Miss  Amanda  Vose,  and  was  born  m  Steuben  Coun- 
ty, N.  Y. 

The  parental  family  consisted  of  four  children, 
namely:  F.  E.,  of  this  sketch;  P^mma  I.,  wife  of 
H.  Herrington;  and  Leonard  B.  and  June  E.,  who 
are  with  their  mother.  Forest  E.  was  born  in 
Woodhull,  Steuben  County,  N.  Y.,  July  17,  1856, 
and  was  reared  upon  a  farm.  While  attending 
school  he  was  a  diligent  student,  and  gave  especial 
attention  to  drawing,  his  natural  inclinations  in- 
clining to  architecture.  At  the  age  of  eighteen  he 
went  to  Osceola,  Pa.,  and  worked  at  the  trade  of  a 
blacksmith  for  one  year.  In  1882  he  attended 
college  at  Oberlin,  Ohio,  in  order  to  perfect  him- 
self in  his  chosen  occupation.  He  was  an  apt 
scholar,  and  even  while  conducting  his  studies  he 
made  plans  for  buildings  and  gained  a  full  knowl- 
edge of  the  trade,  both  theoretically  and  practi- 
cally. Leaving  school,  he  went  to  Grand  Rapids, 
Mich.,  where  for  two  years  he  was  with  the  noted 
architect,  D.  S.  Hopkins,  having  charge  of  the  of- 
fice and  of  much  important  work.  Afterward  he 
spent  two  years  with  Frank  Allen,  in  charge  of 
similar  work. 

Coming  to  Traverse  City  in  April,  1894,  Mr. 
Walker  Of)ened  an  office  on  the  corner  of  Front 
and  Cass  Streets,  and  here  he  has  since  engaged 
in  business.  Shortly  after  his  arrival  he  learned 
that  Traverse  City  was  without  a  directoiy,  and 
with  characteristic  energy,  he  compiled  one,  which 
has  been  published,  and  is  of  much  convenience 
and  use  to  the  public.     In  connection  with  the  di- 


rectory, he  made  an  excellent  map  of  the  place. 
Fraternally  he  is  identified  with  the  Knights  of 
Honor  and  the  Knights  of  the  Maccabees,  and  in 
politics  he  is  a  Republican.  He  married  Miss  Ada 
M.  Blake,  a  native  of  Ohio,  and  they  have  one 
child,  Judson  B.  In  religious  belief  they  are  act- 
ive members  of  the  Presbyterian  Church,  and  gen- 
erous contributors  to  charitable  and  philanthropic 
projects. 


PETER  FRISKE,  ex-County  Treasurer  of 
Manistee  County,  and  a  leading  merchant 
in  the  city  of  the  same  name,  is  one  of  the 
representative  German-American  citizens  of  this 
community.  By  hard  work  and  careful  applica- 
tion to  business  he  has  risen  to  a  position  of  re- 
sponsibility and  trust,  and  most  ably  is  he  acquit- 
ting himself.  He  was  born  at  Posen,  Germany, 
January  14,  1856,  and  received  his  elementary 
education  in  his  native  land,  to  which  he  has  added 
largely  by  observation  and  study  since  coming  to 
the  United  States. 

The  father  of  the  gentleman  just  mentioned, 
Stephen  Friske,  owned  a  good  farm  in  Posen,  and 
was  a  life-long  agriculturist,  his  death  occurring 
in  1892,  at  the  scene  of  his  years  of  toil.  He  was 
twice  married,  his  first  union  being  with  Rosa 
Kean,  who  died  when  her  son  Peter  was  seven 
years  of  age.  The  father  was  again  married,  this 
union  being  with  Mary  Ademske,  by  whom  he  had 
seven  children,  all  now  residents  of  Germany. 

Peter  Friske  is  one  of  the  four  children  of  his 
father*s  first  marriage,  and  the  second  in  order 
of  birth.  Mary,  the  eldest,  came  to  the  United 
States,  and  died  in  Eastlake,  Mich.,  in  1880,  leav- 
ing two  children.  She  was  the  wife  of  M.  Blas- 
yuske,  who  is  still  living.  Andrew,  the  third  of 
the  family,  is  engaged  in  farming  in  Iowa;  and 
Augusta,  the  youngest,  and  a  resident  of  Manistee, 
is  the  wife  of  M.  Neuman. 

The  first  of  the  family  to  establish  a  home  in 
America,  Peter  Frislce  £^,rrivcd  in  Petroit,  Mich.,  in 
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1875,  soon  after  which  he  went  to  Beaver  Dam, 
Wis.,  where  he  was  employed  in  a  meat-market  for 
two  years.  From  there  he  went  to  Milwaukee, 
where  he  worked  at  the  same  business  for  seven 
months,  and  finally,  in  1878,  crossed  the  lake  to 
Manistee.  During  the  following  years  he  worked 
assiduously  at  whatever  came  to  hand  and  prom- 
ised well.  In  tlie  summer  seasons  he  worked  in 
the  sawmills,  and  in  the  winter  went  to  the  lum- 
ber camps.  He  was  economical,  and  accumulated 
a  sum  of  monej^  whicii  has  been  the  nucleus  and 
proved  the  starting  point  of  his  business  life. 

November  13,  1883,  Mr.  Friske  married  Mary 
Lewandauyske,  who  was  also  a  native  of  Posen, 
Germany,  and  born  in  1867.  When  a  child  she 
crossed  the  Atlantic  with  her  parents,  John  and 
Mary  Lewandauyske,  who  are  residents  of  this 
city.  For  a  few  years  they  made  their  home  in 
New  York  State,  after  which  they  came  to  Manis- 
tee, where  Mrs.  Friske  was  educated  in  the  public 
and  parochial  schools.  Her  brothers,  John  and 
Joseph,  are  employes  of  the  State  Lumber  Com- 
pany's mills,  the  former  being  a  foreman.  Octo- 
ber 20,  1888,  Mr.  B^riske  was  called  to  mourn  the 
death  of  the  wife  and  companion  of  his  early  man- 
hood. She  left  two  sons  and  a  daughter:  Annie, 
since  deceased;  and  Paul  and  Edward.  In  1 890  Mr. 
Friske  married  the  lady  who  now  bears  his  name. 
She  was  formerly  Miss  Lena  Begge,  and  was  born 
in  this  city  in  1871,  receiving  a  German-English 
education  in  the  local  schools.  Her  parents,  Charles 
and  Maggie  Begge,  both  died  in  Manistee.  Their 
other  children  were  Tillie,  now  Mrs.  Paul  Kooga; 
Emma  and  Charles.  Two  daughters  were  born 
to  Mr,  and  Mrs.  Friske,  both  of  whom  bore  the 
name  of  Annie,  their  first-born  having  been  so  called 
in  honor  of  our  subject's  daughter  by  his  first  mar- 


riage, 


and   after  her  death  the  little  one  who  is 


still  living  was  given  the  same  name. 

In  1890  our  subject  was  elected  Alderman  from 
the  Seventh  Ward,  and  while  serving  was  chosen 
by  the  Democratic  party  as  their  candidate  for  the 
responsible  position  of  County  Treasurer.  Now, 
at  the  close  of  his  term,  he  may  justly  feel  that  he 
has  faithfully  discharged  all  duties  devolving  upon 
him  to  the  full  satisfaction  of  all  concerned.  In 
1884  he  started  in  the  mercantile  business  at  his 


present  location,  No.  174  Eighth  Street.  At  first 
he  began  on  a  small  scale  with  a  stock  of  staple 
groceries,  which  he  paid  for  gradually.  Year  by 
year  he  has  increased  the  value  of  stock  carried, 
and  now  has  a  complete  line.  He  has  been  very 
successful,  as  he  caters  to  the  wants  of  his  cus- 
tomers and  spares  no  efforts  to  please  them.  As 
previously  intimated,  Mr.  Friske  is  a  Democrat, 
and  a  recognized  leader  in  the  councils  of  his 
party.  His  family  are  members  of  St.  Joseph's 
Roman  Catholic  Church. 
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JAMES  W.  CUMMER,  a  retired  hardware 
merchant,  is  one  of  the  substantial  citizens  of 
Cadillac,  with  the  history  of  which  place  his 
own  has  been  interwoven  for  nearly  two  de- 
cades. He  has  only  been  retired  from  business 
since  1893,  and  is  now  enjoying  a  well  earned  rest. 
He  owns  his  residence,  other  property  in  the  city, 
and  tracts  of  timber-land. 

John  Cummer,  the  father  of  our  subject,  was 
born  in  Ontario,  and  on  arriving  at  maturity  chose 
for  his  wife  Miss  Sarah  L.  Smith,  likewise  a  native 
of  that  province.  Mr.  Cummer  was  a  farmer,  and 
one  of  the  pioneers  in  saw  and  grist  milling  in  the 
neighborhood  of  his  boyhood.  He  was  the  first 
white  man  born  in  the  wilderness  north  of  Muddy 
York,  now  called  Toronto,  the  date  of  that  event 
being  March  28,  1797.  His  death  occurred  in  the 
same  city  in  1868,  and  his  wife  survived  him  until 
April  11,  1870.  She  was  born  in  1806,  and  was 
therefore  in  her  sixty-fifth  year  at  the  time  of  her 
demise.  Mr.  Cummer  was  somewhat  of  a  poli- 
tician, and  occupied  a  prominent  position  in  the 
esteem  of  his  neighbors.  Both  he  and  his  wife 
were  active  and  zealous  members  of  the  Methodist 
Church.  There  were  born  to  them  twelve  chil- 
dren, nine  sons  and  three  daughters,  the  following 
of  whom  are  still  living,  namely:  Jacob,  of  Cad- 
illac; Lockman  A.,  of  Hamilton,  Ontario;  Frank- 
lin D.,  now  of  Cleveland,  Ohio;  James  Walter,  of 
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Cadillac;  Sarah,  Mrs.  Joseph  Reid,  whose  home  is 
in  Toronto;  Rebecca  E.,  who  became  the  wife  of 
Joseph  Harris  and  lives  in  Winnipeg,  Manitoba; 
and  our  subject. 

Like  his  parents  a  native  of  Ontario,  James  W. 
Cummer  was  born  at  Willow  Dale,  York  County, 
September  20,  1845.  With  his  parents  he  removed 
to  Waterdown,  a  village  six  miles  north  of  Hamil- 
ton, about  1854.  There  he  resided  from  his  ninth 
until  his  twenty-third  year,  farming  on  a  small 
scale.  He  then  turned  his  attention  to  sawmilling, 
which  occupation  he  followed  for  several  years  in 
Michigan,  to  which  state  he  removed  in  1870.  At 
first  he  was  for  six  years  located  at  Morley,  on  the 
Grand  Rapids  <fe  Indiana  Railroad.  In  1876  he 
came  to  this  place,  where  he  has  lived  continuously 
since.  He  soon  embarked  in  the  hardware  busi- 
ness, and  commanded  a  good  trade,  to  which  he 
catered  until  his  retirement,  a  little  over  a  year 
ago. 

June  26,  1873,  occurred  the  wedding  of  J.  W. 
Cummer  and  Miss  Mary  Brown.  Nine  children 
graced  their  union,  but  three  of  the  number  have 
been  called  to  the  silent  land:  Jane,  their  second 
daughter,  and  the  two  youngest,Willie  and  Dwight 
(twins).  Those  living  are  as  follows:  Edith  P., 
Frederick  W.,  Stuart  W.,  Carl  H.,  Ruth  H.  and 
Robert  G.  Mrs.  Cummer  is  a  daughter  of  William 
and  Jane  (Proctor)  Brown,  and  is  a  native  of 
Wentworlh  County,  Canada.  Religiously  Mr.  and 
Mrs.  Cummer  are  adherents  of  the  Presbyterian 
faith,  and  are  members  of  the  local  church.  Our 
subject  belongs  to  the  Knights  of  the  Maccabees, 
and  in  politics  is  a  strong  Republican. 

The  paternal  grandfather  of  James  W.  was  Jacob 
Cummer,  a  native  of  Hesse-Darmstadt,  Germany. 
Before  the  Revolutionary  War  broke  out  he  came 
to  the  United  Slates  as  a  soldier  under  George  III., 
and  the  date  of  his  enlistment  soon  expiring,  he 
remained  here,  taking  no  part  in  the  war,  either 
on  one  side  or  the  other.  The  English  Govern- 
ment were  anxious  to  have  such  men  settle  on 
their  land,  and  he  accepted  their  overtures  and 
went  to  Toronto  (then  known  as  Mudd}^  York) 
from  Reading,  Pa.  In  that  locality  he  spent  the 
remainder  of  his  life,  dying  at  the  age  of  seventy- 
five  years.     By  trade  he  was  a  wheelwright,  and 


made  a  good  living  for  his  large  family.  In  this 
position  he  was  quiet  and  unobtrusive,  and  a  man 
of  high  moral  character.  In  religion  he  was  a 
Lutheran.  The  maternal  grandfather  of  our  sub- 
ject was  David  Smith.  It  is  supposed  that  he  was 
a  native  of  New  Brunswick,  but  his  death  occurred 
in  early  life  in  New  York  State. 


REV.  PETER  GOTKE.  During  the  present 
century  vast  numbers  have  emigrated  to 
America  from  foreign  lands,  seeking  a 
home  and  fortune  in  our  fair  land.  Not  being 
familiar  with  the  English  language,  they  have  in 
a  large  measure  been  deprived  of  the  advantages 
of  religious  training,  except  such  as  they  have  re- 
ceived from  those  of  their  fellow-countrymen  who 
have  followed  them  hither  and  given  their  lives  to 
the  work  of  proclaiming  the  Gospel.  Such  a  one 
is  the  subject  of  this  sketch,  a  Dane  by  birth  and 
an  American  by  adoption.  In  the  ministerial 
profession,  to  w^iich  he  has  devoted  his  energies, 
he  has  met  with  great  success,  and  his  labors  among 
the  Danes  of  Northern  Michigan  have  been  crowned 
with  most  encouraging  results.  For  some  years 
he  has  held  the  pastorate  of  the  Danish  Lutheran 
Church  of  Manistee,  in  which  responsible  position 
he  has  gained  the  regard  of  those  who  have  been 
brought  in  contact  with  him. 

Rev.  Mr.  Gotke  is  still  a  young  man,  having 
been  born  January  29,  1862.  His  native  town  is 
Altona  (then  in  Denmark,  but  now  belonging  to 
Prussia),  where  his  father,  an  officer  in  the  service 
of  the  Danish  Government,  resided.  His  death  oc- 
curred November  22,  1894.  In  boyhood  Rev.  Mr. 
Gotke  was  given  the  best  advantages  the  country 
afforded,  and  after  completing  the  high-school 
studies  he  entered  the  University  of  Copenhagen, 
where  he  completed  the  classical  course,  graduat- 
ing at  the  age  of  twenty-one.  While  a  student  in 
the  university  he  met  Miss  Gertrude  Borgesen,  a 
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native  of  Copenhagen,  and  they  were  married  two 
days  before  sailing  for  America. 

It  was  a  severe  trial  to  Mr.  Gotke  to  separate 
himself,  perhaps  forever,  from  all  his  former  as- 
sociates and  seek  a  home  thousands  of  miles  away 
in  a  strange  country.  But  it  was  his  determina- 
tion to  come  here  and  minister  to  his  countrymen, 
who  were  in  need  of  such  services,  especially  in 
their  native  language.  Accordingly  in  1887  he 
crossed  the  ocean,  accompanied  by  his  young  wife, 
and  settled  in  Chicago,  where  be  was  ordained  to 
the  ministry.  His  first  pastorate  was  that  of  St. 
Stephen's  Church  on  the  South  Side,  Chicago, 
where  he  remained  two  years.  In  1889  he  was 
transferred  to  Manistee,  succeeding  Rev.  J.  Hanson, 
who  died  while  in  the  service  of  his  people. 

The  Danish  Lutheran  Church  of  Manistee  has 
a  membership  of  over  one  hundred  and  thirt}^, 
with  a  regular  attendance  of  about  five  hundred. 
In  addition  to  this  charge,  Mr.  Gotke  is  pastor  of 
the  church  at  Big  Rapids,  where  he  is  doing  ex- 
cellent work  in  the  way  of  building  up  a  congre- 
gation. He  is  now  in  the  prime  of  life  and  the 
vigor  of  manhood,  and  gives  his  parishioners  in- 
telligent and  satisfactory  service.  He  and  his 
wife,  with  their  children,  Johannes  Christian,  Eliza- 
beth Marie  and  Esther  Paulina,  have  established  a 
pleasant  home  in  Manistee,  and  occupy  a  position 
of  influence  among  the  Danish  citizens  of  this  lo- 
cality.    In  politics  he  is  a  Republican. 


l®)^   ^^^^  ^(^J 


/"">-  EORGE  GOODSELL,  proprietor  of  the 
k~^  Ludington  Iron  Works,  is  a  German- Amer- 
ican citizen.  He  removed  to  Ludington 
in  1875,  and  established  the  large  foundries  which 
he  has  ever  since  operated  with  marked  success. 
His  works  afford  employment  to  from  fourteen  to 
thirty  men,  and  are  one  of  the  most  substantial  in- 
dustries of  the  place.  Since  1872  Mr.  Goodsell 
has  been  a  Democrat,  for  two  years  was  Chairman 


of  his  party  Congressional  Committee,  and  for  six 
years  was  Chairman  of  the  County  Committee. 
He  was  Presidential  Elector  the  year  of  Cleveland's 
defeat,  and  is  now  Custom  House  officer  of  this 
city.  He  was  elected  Mayor  in  1883,  was  returned 
to  that  office  the  following  year,  and  again  chosen 
to  serve  in  that  responsible  position  in  1893. 

A  native  of  Baden,  Germany,  born  September 
10, 1843,  our  subject  is  one  of  seven  children  born 
to  George  and  Catherine  (Smith)  Goodsell,  both 
likewise  natives  of  the  Fatherland.  Five  of  their 
children  are  still  living.  Frank  is  a  resident  of 
Omaha,  Neb.;  Martin  lives  in  Green  River,  Wyo.; 
Jacob  in  Sacramento,  Cal.;  and  Bennett  J.  makes 
his  home  in  Ludington.  The  father  followed  mill- 
mg  in  Germany  until  1845,  when  he  came  to  seek 
a  home  in  the  United  States.  Going  to  Monroe 
County,  Mich.,  he  settled  upon  a  farm  twelve  miles 
from  the  village  of  Monroe.  When  well  along  in 
years  he  went  to  live  with  his  daughter,  Barbara, 
at  Toledo,  dying  at  her  home  in  1884,  when  in  his 
eighty-seventh  year.  His  wife's  death  occurred 
many  years  before,  in  1849.  They  were  both  iden- 
tified with  the  Catholic  Church. 

In  his  third  year  George  Goodsell  was  brought 
by  his  parents  to  Michigan,  and  until  his  fifteenth 
year  passed  his  time  on  his  father's  farm.  He  then 
began  learning  the  printer's  trade,  and  worked  at 
that  calling  untdthe  war  broke  out.  He  answered 
to  the  first  call  for  seventy-five  thousand  volun- 
teers, enlisting  for  a  term  of  three  months  in  the 
First  Michigan  Regiment  Later  he  entered  Corn- 
pan}^  A  of  the  Seventeenth  Regiment  as  a  private, 
and  was  promoted  from  Sergeant  to  Brevet-Major. 
He  was  Captain  of  Company  H,  and  was  made 
Brevet-Major  in  front  of  Petersburg.  He  partici- 
pated in  the  first  and  last  battles  of  the  war,  and 
was  wounded  in  the  engagement  at  Poplar  Springs 
Church,  September  30,  1864,  from  the  effects  of 
which  injury  he  was  obliged  to  be  off  duty  for 
forty-one  days.  Among  the  battles  in  which  he 
was  engaged,  were  the  first  Bull  Run,  South  Moun- 
tain, Antietam,  Knoxville,  Yicksburg,  Jackson, 
Wilderness,  Spottsylvania  Court  House,  Cold  Har- 
bor, Petersburg,  and  the  surrender  at  Appomattox 
Court  House,  April  9,  1865.  He  received  his  hon- 
orable discharge  June  30,  1865,  and  returned  home 
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to  resume  peaceful  avocations.  For  five  years  he 
was  engaged  in  the  hardware  business  at  Pent  Wa- 
ter, Mich.,  with  his  brother,  B.  J.,  aftei-  which  he 
sold  out  his  interest  and  invested  in  a  foundry 
and  machine-shop  in  the  same  place.  Next,  as  we 
have  before  stated,  he  became  interested  in  his 
Ludington  plant,  which  he  has  since  given  his  en- 
tire attention  to  developing. 

June  24,  1868,  Mr.  Goodsell  married  Dianitia, 
daughter  of  Obediah  and  Dianitia  (Mallard) 
Sands.  Seven  children  came  to  grace  their  union, 
namely:  Gertrude,  Bertha,  George,  Evelyn,  Wal- 
ter, Theodore  and  Ogden  M.  The  fourth  and 
youngest  of  this  family  are  the  only  ones  now  liv- 
ing. Our  subject  is  interested  in  several  civic  so- 
cieties, being  a  Chapter  Mason,  a  member  of  "Pap'' 
Williams  Post,  G.  A.  R.,  the  National  Union, 
Knights  of  the  Maccabees  and  Knights  of  Honor. 


^^^ 


■^-r 


WILLIAM  J.  HOBBS  comes  of  sterling 
pioneer  stock,  his  father,  Rowland 
Hobbs,  having  been  an  early  settler  of 
Grand  Traverse  County,  and  one  of  the  pioneer 
millers  of  Traverse  City.  Our  subject  is  now  num- 
bered among  the  enterprising,  progressive  and  sub- 
stantial business  men  of  this  place,  and  is  no  un- 
important factor  in  advancing  its  interests.  He 
has  a  large,  well  appointed  hardware  store,  to 
which  he  adds  the  business  of  plumbing  and  heat- 
ing appliances,  and  commands  an  extensive  trade, 
not  only  in  this  city,  but  among  the  citizens  of 
the  outlying  countiy. 

The  father  of  our  subject  superintended  the 
building  of  the  flouring-mill  now  owned  by  Han- 
nah, Lay  &  Co.,  which  he  managed  for  them,  and 
the  marvelous  success  which  attended  it  from  the 
first  is  due  in  a  large  measure  to  his  excellent  and 
skillful  superintendence.  He  remained  with  this 
company  for  many  years,  and  gave  them  satisfac- 
tory service  up  to  within  two  days  of  his  death. 


He  departed  this  life  at  the  age  of  sixty-six  years. 
He  always  attended  strictly  to  his  own  affairs,  and 
as  a  consequence  always  got  along  well  with  his 
neighbors.  He  thoroughly  identified  himself  with 
whatever  would  best  promote  the  highest  interests 
of  the  county,  and  liberally  helped  forward  many 
I  schemes  for  its  improvement,  and  was  deservedly 
;   numbered  among  its  most  loyal  citizens. 

The  lady  who  became  the  mother  of  our  subject 
was  prior  to  her  marriage  Miss  Sarah  Holmes.  She 
was  born  in  England,  whence  she  was  brought  to 
America  by  her  parents  in  childhood.  Her  union 
with  Rowland  Hobbs  resulted  in  the  birth  of  five 
children.  Emma  and  Jennie,  who  are  twins,  are 
now  living  in  Traverse  City;  Eva,  who  also  makes 
her  home  here,  is  the  wife  of  Dr.  E.  L.  Ash  ton; 
William  J.,  of  this  sketch,  was  the  fourth  in  order 
of  birth;  and  Flora,  the  youngest  of  the  family, 
lives  in  this  city. 

The  birth  of  our  subject  took  place  in  Ypsilanti, 
Mich.,  October  27,  1864.  At  the  time  of  the  re- 
moval of  the  family  to  Traverse  City,  he  was  a  lad 
I  of  four  years,  therefore  remembers  little  else  than 
life  in  this  city.  Here  he  received  his  education 
in  the  public  schools,  and  has  progressed  until  he 
is  now  one  of  its  most  honored  citizens  and  wide- 
awake business  men. 

When  first  beginning  in  life  for  himself,  Mr. 
Hobbs  entered  the  employ  of  Hannah,  Lay  &  Co., 
hardware  merchants,  and  it  was  while  working  for 
them  that  he  gained  a  thorough  knowledge  of  his 
present  business.  He  was  economical  and  indus- 
trious, and  in  1890,  in  company  with  F.  E.  Austin, 
established  in  business  for  himself.  This  connec- 
tion existed  until  Februaiy,  1894,  when  it  was  dis- 
solved, our  subject  purchasing  his  partner's  inter- 
est, since  which  time  he  has  managed  affairs  alone. 
Mr.  Hobbs  has  a  conveniently  arranged  store  and 
carries  a  full  stock  of  hardware,  stoves,  etc.,  besides 
a  good  display  of  plumbing  and  heating  outfits. 
Mr.  Hobbs  and  Miss  Flora  A.  Campbell  were 
married  December  16,  1891.  The  lady  was  born 
December  17,  1866,  and  is  the  daughter  of  H.  D. 
Campbell,  a  native  of  New  York.  She  is  a  well 
educated  lady  and  a  member  in  excellent  standing 
of  the  Congregational  Church.  Mr.  Hobbs  is  a 
Republican  in  politics,  and  in  social  affairs  holde 
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membership  with  the  Masonic  order.  He  has  been 
agent  for  the  American  Express  Com  pan}'  ever 
since  they  established  an  office  in  this  place,  and 
in  looking  after  and  guarding  their  interests  he 
gives  entire  satisfaction. 


•^— = 
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REV.  HERMAN  LEMKE,  pastor  of  the  Ger- 
man Lutheran  Church  of  Manistee,  is  de- 
serving of  especial  consideration,  from  the 
fact  that  he  has  spent  forty- two  years  continuously 
in  the  ministry,  and  has  served  the  people  at  this 
place  for  twenty-two  consecutive  years.  Notwitli- 
standing  this  long  period  of  ministerial  work  and 
extraordinary  mental  activity,  he  is  well  preserved 
and  in  the  full  possession  of  his  physical  and  men- 
tal faculties.  He  is  a  gentleman  well  informed, 
not  only  in  church  liturgy,  but  also  on  general 
topics.  He  is  one  with  whom  it  is  a  pleasure  to 
meet. 

Mr.  Lemke  was  born  in  the  kingdom  of  Prussia, 
Germany,  November  25, 1828,  and  spent  the  j^ears 
of  his  boyhood  in  his  native  land,  where  he  ac- 
quired a  good  education  in  the  German  language. 
In  1850  he  came  to  America,  and  soon  afterward 
entered  the  Capital  University  at  Columbus,  Ohio, 
'  where  he  prosecuted  his  theological  studies  until 
1853.  He  was  then  ordained  to  the  ministry  of 
the  Lutheran  Church,  and  accepted  a  call  to  the 
church  near  Monroe,  Mich.,  where  he  held  the  pas- 
torate for  ten  years.  Such  were  his  energy  and 
fidelity  to  the  cause  that  be  succeeded  in  organiz- 
ing two  congregations,  over  which  he  presided  in 
addition  to  his  own  church. 

From  Monroe  Mr.  Lemke  was  transferred  to 
Roseville,  Macomb  County,  Mich.,  where  he  served 
as  pastor  of  the  church  for  ten  years,  meantime 
organizing  another  congregation  and  receiving  a 
large  number  of  accessions  to  the  membership.  In 
1872  he  was  assigned  to  the  church  at  Manistee, 
and  here  he  has  since  labored,  a  period  of  more 
than  twenty-two  years.     Under  his  charge  there 


are  three  hundred  and  thirty  families.  This  large 
membership  is  especially  remarkable  when  we  con- 
sider that  there  were  but  sixty-seven  families  in 
the  congregation  at  the  time  of  his  arrival  here. 
An  extensive  addition  has  also  been  made  to  the 
school  connected  with  the  church,  there  being  now 
three  rooms,  which  are  under  control  of  three 
teachers,  whereas  until  recently  one  instructor 
served  the  needs  in  this  respect. 

While  a  resident  of  Monroe  County,  Mich.,  Mr. 
Lemke  was  united  in  marriage,  in  1854,  with  Miss 
Mary  Buckel,  who  was  born  in  Bavaria,  Germany, 
June  21,  1831,  and  came  with  her  parents  to  Mich- 
igan in  1847.  Nine  children  were  born  of  this 
union,  namely:  Mary,  now  the  wife  of  Rev.  H. 
Torney,  pastor  of  the  German  Lutheran  Church  at 
New  Haven,  Macomb  County,  Mich.;  John,  who  is 
married,  and  is  engaged  as  a  piano  tuner  and  re- 
pairer in  Oregon;  Eliza,  wife  of  Prof.  L.  F.  Brink- 
man  n,  of  whom  mention  is  made  on  another  page 
of  this  volume;  Teresa,  who  resides  with  her  par- 
ents; Augusta,  wife  of  F.  C.  Larsen,  a  merchant  of 
Manistee;  Herman,  who  is  employed  in  a  church 
school  in  Sioux  City,  Iowa;  Charles,  a  teacher  in  a 
parochial  school  in  Buffalo,  N.  Y.;  William,  who  is 
clerk  in  a  dry -goods  store  in  Grand  Rapids,  Mich.; 
and  Frederick,  who  died  at  two  years  of  age. 

With  all  the  institutions  of  our  Government  Mr. 
Lemke  is  in  hearty  sympathy,  and  is  loyal  to  the 
best  interests  of  the  nation,  though  not  actively 
identified  with  public  affairs.  He  is  a  close  student 
of  standard  authors,  both  German  and  English, 
and  owns  a  fine  library,  mostly  professional,  in 
which  many  of  his  leisure  hours  are  passed. 


T^ 
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JAMES  S.  MADISON.  There  is  no  factor  in 
the  development  of  a  country  more  potent 
than  the  press.  To  it  more  than  to  any  other 
agency  (save  the  modern  railway)  are  due 
the  establishment  of  towns  and  the  progress  of 
those  material  interests  upon  which  the  nation  is 
dependent.  In  a  volume  of  this  character  it  is 
therefore  fitting  that  appropriate  mention  be  made 
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of  one  who  has  from  boyhood  been  identified  with 
newspaper  work,  and  who  is  now  the  popular  and 
successful  editor  of  the  Manistee  Advocate. 

By  birth  and  parentage  Mr.  Madison  is  a  South- 
erner. He  was  born  in  Little  Rock,  Ark.,  De- 
cember 25,  1854,  and  has  been  an  orphan  from  his 
earliest  recollections.  At  the  acre  of  thirteen  years 
he  came  to  Manistee  County,  and  was  adopted  into 
the  family  of  Thomas  Simpson,  of  Bear  Lake,  where 
he  grew  to  manhood,  and  under  whose  hospitable 
roof  he  has  always  found  a  pleasant  home.  His 
entire  mature  life  has  been  spent  in  this  county, 
and  he  is  therefore  intimately  associated  with  its 
growth  and  progress.  The  rudiments  of  his  edu- 
cation were  gained  in  the  local  schools,  but  he  soon 
left  school  in  order  to  earn  his  own  livelihood,  be- 
coming an  emplo3^e  in  the  lumber-mills,  where  he 
remained  until  1875. 

Mr.  Madison's  connection  with  the  printing  bus- 
iness began  in  1875,  when  he  entered  a  printing- 
office  in  Manistee  as  an  apprentice.  There  he 
gained  a  thorough  knowledge  of  the  "-'art  preserva- 
tive,'' which  later  enabled  him  to  publish  and  edit 
a  paper  with  success.  After  learning  thetiade,he 
entered  school,  realizing  that  a  more  thorough  ed- 
ucation was  necessary  for  proficient  journalistic 
work.  Three  years  were  spent  in  school,  and  then 
he  bought  the  Manistee  Standard.,  the  paper  upon 
which  he  had  learned  his  trade.  The  name  of  this  he 
changed  to  the  Manistee  Sentinel  m  1885.  A  year 
later  the  paper  was  consolidated  with  the  Times^ 
the  new  publication  taking  the  name  of  the  Times- 
Sentinel,  As  such  it  was  managed  by  the  firm  of 
Hilton  &  Madison  until  1892. 

In  October,  1892,  Mr.  Madison  bought  of  J.  P. 
O'Mally  a  half-interest  in  the  Manistee  Advo- 
cate, but  after  six  months  he  became  the  sole  pro- 
prietor. The  Advocate  is  a  weekly  newspaper,  Re- 
publican in  political  sentiment,  and  devoted  to  the 
welfare  of  the  city  and  county  of  Manistee.  Its 
editorials  are  strong,  its  local  items  spicy,  and  its 
comments  upon  the  questions  of  the  age  forcible 
and  interesting.  It  fa voi sail  public-spirited  meas- 
ures, and  is  a  friend  to  all  progressive  enterprises. 
It  has  a  large  patronage,  and  a  most  encouraging 
future  outlook.  It  has  the  distinction  of  being 
the  only  paper  in  the  city  that  favors  protection 


and  the  other  principles  of  the  Republican  party, 
and  is  therefore  very  popular  in  the  ranks  of  that 
political  organization.  Through  its  influence,  no 
less  than  to  the  efforts  of  the  many  energetic  citi- 
zens of  Manistee,  is  due  the  development  of  the 
place,  both  as  a  business  center  and  as  the  head- 
quarters of  the  lumbering  interests  of  Northern 
Michigan. 


:0#e= 


REV.  JOSEPH  T.  HUDON,  pastor  of  St. 
Mary's  Roman  Catholic  Church  in  Manis- 
tee, and  a  gentleman  of  superior  culture 
and  ability,  is  a  native  of  Canada,  and  was  born 
in  Kamouraska,  province  of  Quebec,  on  the  16th 
of  December,  1857.  In  his  youth  he  was  the  re- 
cipient of  excellent  educational  advantages.  He 
was  educated  in  Laval  University  in  Quebec,  tak- 
ing ail  the  orders  under  the  jurisdiction  of  that 
institution.  On  the  19th  of  June,  1883,  he  was 
ordained  to  the  holy  priesthood,  and  at  once  re- 
ceived the  appointment  of  assistant  priest  at  Que- 
bec, where  the  tw^o  ensuing  years  were  passed. 

From  Quebec  Father  Hudon  was  transferred  to 
the  States,  becoming  assistant  priest  in  Notre  Dame 
Church  of  Chicago,  where  he  remained  from  1885 
until  the  following  year.  From  1886  to  1888,  in- 
clusive, he  was  pastor  of  vSt,  Ann's  Catholic  Church 
of  Alpena,  Mich.,  where  he  was  very  successful  in 
his  work,  the  membership  being  increased  and  the 
prosperity  of  the  church  promoted  materially.  In 
the  year  last  named  he  came  to  his  present  pastor- 
ate in  Manistee,  where  he  has  since  had  charge  of 
the  French  Catholics. 

St.  Mary's  parish  embraces  two  hundred  fam- 
ilies in  Manistee  and  seventy-four  families  in  Onek- 
ama,  besides  fifty  in  Frankfort.  Services  are 
held  on  week  days  at  the  missions,  while  the  Sun- 
days are  devoted  by  Father  Hudon  to  the  work  in 
Manistee.  The  French  language  is  used  in  the 
worship,  he  being  the  first  pastor  of  the  exclusive- 
ly French  organization  in  Manistee.  Prior  to 
1885  there  was  but  one  Roman  Catholic  Church  in 
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this  city,  but  during  that  year  the  Poles  withdrew 
and  formed  a  separate  organization.  Three  years 
later,  with  tlie  consent  of  the  Bishop,  the  French 
withdrew  from  the  Irish  and  German  congrega- 
tion, and  organized  their  present  church,  retaining 
the  old  church  building.  The  work  has  prospered 
wonderfully  since  each  nationality  has  been  accom- 
modated with  services  in  its  own  language,  and  the 
change  has  proved  to  be  a  very  wise  one. 

In  connection  with  St.  Mary's  Church,  a  paro- 
chial school  is  conducted  under  charge  of  the  Sis- 
ters of  Mercy,  The  attendance  is  gratifying,  and 
under  the  excellent  supervision  of  the  Sisters  the 
pupils  are  making  satisfactory  progress.  To  the 
work  of  the  church  Father  Hudon  devotes  his  en- 
tire time  and  attention.  In  the  prosperity  and 
happiness  of  each  member  of  his  parish  he  takes  a 
personal  interest,  and  his  parishioners  feel  that  in 
him  they  have  a  true  friend,  as  well  as  spiritual 
adviser.  As  may  be  imagined,  his  attention  is 
wholly  occupied  in  discharging  the  many  duties 
connected  with  his  pastorate,  and  he  has,  therefore, 
little  time  to  give  to  matters  of  public  interest. 
However,  he  is  well  informed  upon  topics  of  cur- 
rent importance,  and  is  a  thoughtful  student  of 
the  great  issues  of  the  age.  Among  Protestants  as 
well  as  Catholics  he  is  highly  respected  as  an  able 
man,  of  superior  intellectual  attainments  and  splen- 
did qualifications  for  his  present  responsible  posi- 
tion. 


^^e 


T7>  DWm  B.  STANLEY,  who  is  engaged  in 

r  C%  the  general  mercantile  business  at  Sherman, 
is  a  member  of  a  family  that  has  been  rep- 
resented in  America  since  1746.  At  that  time  his 
great-grandfather,  Jacob  Stanley,  accompanied  by 
six  brothers,  emigrated  from  England  and  settled 
in  New  England.  He  served  as  a  soldier  through 
the  entire  period  of  the  Revolution arj^  War,  and 
was  twice  wounded  in  battle,  besides  which  he  suf- 
fered from  exposure  to  such  an  extent  that  his 
fingers  and  toes  were  frozen  and  amputation  was 


necessary.  After  the  war  he  was  granted  a  pen- 
sion by  the  Government.  When  the  Revolution 
was  ended,  he  settled  in  Onondaga  County,  N.  Y., 
where  he  engaged  in  farm  work.  When  the  War 
of  1812  broke  out  he  again  volunteered  his  serv- 
ices, and,  notwithstanding  his  age  and  infirmities, 
he  went  to  the  front,  where  he  was  as  conspicuous 
for  his  valor  as  in  the  struggle  of  thirty  years  be- 
fore. He  survived  his  wife  some  years  and  passed 
away  at  the  great  age  of  one  hundred  and  three. 

In  the  family  of  this  Revolutionary  hero  there 
were  the  following-named  children:  Samuel,  grand- 
father of  our  subject;  Jacob,  a  farmer,  who  died  in 
Sterling  County,  N.  Y.;  Robert,  who  was  a  me- 
chanic; Bailey,  who  was  drowned  in  the  Seneca 
River  about  1838;  Sarah;  Mrs.  Susan  Chapman; 
and  James.  Grandfather  Stanley,  who  was  a  sol- 
dier in  the  War  of  1812,  married  Dorcas  Odell,  a 
native  of  Vermont.  The}'  established  their  home 
in  Onondaga  County,  N.  Y.,  where  they  remained 
until  death. 

Five  of  the  children  of  Samuel  Stanley  attained 
years  of  maturity,  namely:  James,  a  teacher,  who 
died  in  Ann  Arbor,  Mich.;  Elizabeth,  Mrs.  Benja- 
min M.ilbty,  who  lives  in  Van  Buren  County,  Mich.; 
Charles,  a  farmer  of  Van  Buren  County;  Bailey  J., 
our  subject's  father;  and  Jane,  who  married  Ben- 
jamin Smith  and  lives  in  Van  Buren  County. 
Bailey  J.  was  born  in  Onondaga  County,  N.  Y., 
December  15,  1824,  and  was  early  orphaned  by  his 
father's  death,  his  mother  having  died  previously. 
He  was  then  taken  into  the  home  of  a  well-to-do 
farmer,  Peter  Peck,  with  whom  he  remained  until 
twentj'-one  years  of  age,  receiving  at  that  time 
$100  in  money  and  two  suits  of  clothes.  Besides 
this  he  had  been  given  three  months'  schooling 
each  year. 

In  1843  Bailey  J.  Stanley  married  Corneha  A. 
Skinner,  who  was  born  in  Onondaga  County,  N.  Y., 
November  5,  1826.  She  was  a  daughter  of  Zeri 
Skinner,  a  native  of  Vermont  and  a  mechanic  by 
trade.  Her  grandfather,  also  named  Zeri,  was  born 
in  England,  but  emigrated  thence  to  America  and 
took  part  in  the  Revolutionary  War.  After  mar- 
riage Mr.  Stanley  resided  in  New  York  until  1855, 
at  which  time  he  came  to  Michigan.  After  a  short 
sojourn  in  Hillsdale  County,  where  he  owned  and 
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operated  a  farm,  he  removed  in  1858  to  Kalamazoo 
County,  and  soon  afterward  settled  on  a  farm  near 
Paw  Paw.  His  first  purchase  at  that  place  con- 
sisted of  forty  acres  of  unimproved  land,  to  which 
he  later  added  one  hundred  and  sixty  acres.  In 
1875  he  came  to  Wexford  County  and  bought  an 
unimproved  farm,  where  he  has  since  been  occu- 
pied as  a  fruit-grower. 

During  the  Civil  War  B.  J.  Stanley,  in  1864, 
entered  the  service  as  a  member  of  Company  G, 
First  Michigan  Engineers,  and  served  until  mus- 
tered out  under  general  order  at  the  close  of  the 
war,  being  engaged  in  detached  duty.  His  first 
vote  was  cast  for  James  K.  Polk,  and  when  the 
Republican  party  was  formed  he  joined  its  ranks. 
Later  events,  however,  led  him  to  transfer  his  al- 
legiance to  the  Democratic  party.  He  has  held  a 
number  of  local  offices  with  credit  to  himself.  At 
the  age  of  sixteen  he  joined  the  Methodist  Episco- 
pal Church,  but  for  the  past  quarter  of  a  century 
he  has  been  an  advocate  of  the  Swedenborgian 
faith. 

Our  subject  is  one  of  five  children,  of  whom  we 
note  the  following:  James  Zeri  was  born  April  7, 
1846,  and  resides  at  Harriette,  Mich.;  Mary  Eliza- 
beth, whose  birth  occurred  November  23,  1848, 
married  Reuben  B.  Quay,  and  lives  in  Gaylord, 
Mich.;  Edwin  B.  is  the  next  in  order  of  birth; 
Minna  M.  was  born  June  17,  1866,  and  is  the  wife 
of  Jerome  Blodgett,  of  Sherman;  and  Adelbert  was 
born  June  13,  1868,  and  is  now  a  resident  of  Har- 
riette. 

Born  in  Van  Buren  County,  on  a  farm  near  Paw 
Paw,  Mich.,  February  1,  1857,  our  subject  received 
a  common-school  education,  and  early  began  to  be 
self-supporting.  He  left  home  m  1878,  at  which 
time  he  came  to  Sherman  and  obtained  a  position 
as  clerk  for  the  firm  of  MaQueston  &  Gilbert,  re- 
maining in  that  capacity  for  four  years.  When 
Mr.  Gilbert  withdrew  he  was  taken  in  as  partner, 
and  the  firm  name  was  changed  to  MaQueston  & 
Co.  After  the  death  of  the  senior  member  of  the 
firm,  V.  C.  Wall  became  a  partner  in  the  concern, 
the  business  continuing  under  the  same  style  as  be- 
fore. Mr.  Wall  withdrew  after  four  years,  and  our 
subject  became  the  sole  proprietor  of  the  establish- 
ment, which  he  has  since  conducted.     He  has  in 


stock  a  general  line  of  goods,  and  is  one  of  the 
leading  merchants  of  the  county.  Politically  he 
is  a  Democrat,  but  takes  no  further  interest  in  pol- 
itics than  to  cast  his  vote  at  elections.  Socially 
he  is  a  member  of  Sherman  Lodge  No.  372,  A.  F. 
&  A.  M. 

In  1882  Mr.  Stanley  was  united  in  marriage 
with  Miss  Sarah  Avery,  a  native  of  Steuben  Coun- 
ty, N.  Y.,  and  three  children  bless  their  union, 
Cornelia,  MaQueston  and  Glenn  A.  Mrs.  Stanley'' 
was  born  March  23,  1861,  and  is  a  daughter  of 
Lucius  and  Susan  (Sylvester)  Avery,  also  natives 
of  Steuben  County.  The  family  came  to  Michi- 
gan in  1863,  and  sojourned  in  Grand  Traverse 
until  1872,  after  which  they  removed  to  Wexford 
Count3\  They  now  reside  at  Irving,  Barry  Coun- 
ty, Mich.  The  dates  of  birth  of  our  subject's  chil- 
dren are  as  follows:  Cornelia  E.,  April  20,  1884; 
MaQueston,  May  27, 1887;  and  Glenn  Avery,  Jan- 
uary 18,  1889.  The  family  is  one  of  prominence 
and  influence  in  the  social  circles  of  Sherman,  and 
both  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Stanley  enjoy  the  high  regard 
of  their  acquaintances. 


1^^- 


JOSEPH  L.  MANSEAU  is  one  of  the  early 
settlers  of  Manistee.  He  was  brought  here 
by  his  parents  in  1849,  when  he  was  only  two 
years  old,  and  since  1871  he  has  lived  here 
uninterruptedly.  He  has  been  identified  with  the 
upbuilding  and  growth  of  this  community,  as  an 
important  factor  in  the  prosperity  which  now  rests 
upon  the  enterprising  city.  Since  1889  he  has 
been  engaged  in  an  extensive  wholesale  and  retail 
business  as  a  dealer  in  hay,  grain,  flour  and  feed, 
butter,  eggs,  cheese,  etc.,  his  son  being  associated 
with  him.  For  several  months  of  the  year  their 
business  keeps  a  schooner  in  operation  between 
Manistee  and  Manitowoc,  bringing  supplies  from 
the  latter  place. 

A   native  of  Milwaukee,  Wis.,  born  April   11, 
1847,  our  subject  is  a  son  of  Antoine  and  Julia 
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(De  Shano)  Marseau.  They  were  both  natives  of 
Paris,  France,  and  were  married  in  Montreal,  Can- 
ada. About  the  year  1847  they  settled  in  Milwau- 
kee, having  for  several  years  prior  lived  at  Green 
Bay,  Wis.  By  trade  a  millwright,  the  father  was 
also  a  ship-builder,  and  for  some  time  after  his  re- 
moval from  Milwaukee  (where  he  lived  several 
years)  to  Manistee  followed  the  last-named  oc- 
cupation. He  built  three  vessels,  and  also  put 
up  the  Stronach  Mill,  and  worked  on  several  othei'S 
in  this  or  neighboring  counties.  Fie  died  in  Man- 
istee in  1857,  while  still  in  the  prime  of  manhood. 
Of  his  ten  children  seven  are  still  living. 

Joseph  L.  Manseau  was  left  an  orphan  at  the  age 
of  twelve  years,  at  which  time  occurred  the  death 
of  his  mother,  his  father  having  died  two  years 
before.  He  attended  the  public  schools  of  Leland, 
Leelanaw  County,  where  the  family  lived  for  sev- 
eral years.  From  that  town  he  enlisted  in  the 
United  States  Navy  on  the  26th  of  February,  1864, 
and  served  on  a  "tinciad"  near  Johnsonville, 
Tenn.,  in  the  Lower  Mississippi  Squadron.  That 
boat  being  sunk  by  the  enemy's  guns,  he  was  trans- 
ferred to  the  ironclad  ''Cincinnati,"  and  this  ves- 
sel became  a  part  of  the  West  Gulf  Blockading 
Squadron,  with  headquarters  at  Mobile.  Mr.  Man- 
seau participated  in  the  capture  of  Spanish  Fort 
and  Ft.  Blakely,  and  was  present  when  the  entire 
rebel  fleet  surrendered  at  South  Carolina.  He  was 
also  in  the  battles  of  Paducah,  Howard's  Landing, 
Big  Sandy,  Ft.  Hyman  and  Clifton,  on  the  Tennes- 
see River.  After  serving  for  twenty-five  months 
he  was  honorabl}'  discharged  at  Pensacola,  Fla., 
April  13,  1866. 

Returning  to  Leland,  M'ch.,  from  the  South, 
our  subject  was  there  married,  September  21,  1868, 
to  Miss  Hattie  Hawkins,  a  lady  who  was  born  in 
London,  Canada,  of  Irish  parentage.  In  1871  the 
young  couple,  with  their  two  children,  came  to 
make  a  permanent  home  in  Manistee.  Two  of 
their  children  are  deceased,  namely:  Anna  and 
Joseph.  William  A.  is  in  partnership  with  his  fa- 
ther in  business;  and  May  is  still  under  the  pa- 
rental roof.  The  family  are  members  of  the  First 
Congregational  Church,  and  are  highly  esteemed 
by  all  who  know  them. 

For  four  years  Mr.  Manseau  was  employed  as  a 


millwright  with  the  firm  of  Tyson  &  Sweet,  both 
on  repair  work  and  in  the  erection  of  new  build- 
ings. His  next  employment  was  as  a  clerk  in  the 
store  of  Can  field  &  Wheeler,  with  whom  he  re- 
mained for  eight  years.  At  the  end  of  that  time 
they  discontinued  their  store,  but  took  our  subject 
into  their  lumber  office,  where  he  had  charge  of 
the  mill  and  camp  supplies.  The  firm  was  then 
running  three  mills  and  cutting  all  of  their  own 
timber.  For  sixteen  years  Mr.  JManseau  was  a 
faithful  and  trusted  employe  of  the  company.  Re- 
solving to  embark  in  business  for  himself,  he  next 
started  in  his  present  undertaking,  and  is  making 
a  success  of  the  business.  He  handles  brick  quite 
extensively,  his  supplies  being  purchased  at  Mani- 
towoc and  brought  across  the  lake. 

Socially  our  subject  is  a  member  of  James  F.  Mc- 
Ginley  Post  No.  201,  G.  A.  R.  He  has  served  in  all 
of  the  minor  offices  and  is  the  present  Commander. 
He  also  is  identified  with  the  Ancient  Order  of 
United  Workmen,  and  is  Financier  of  the  local 
lodge.     Politically  he  is  a  stanch  Republican. 


■^3 
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eHAUNCEY  B.  CANNIFF.  Prominent 
among  the  industries  of  Manistee  County 
are  its  milling  enterprises,  and  the  men 
who  have  worked  in  that  line  have  contributed 
effectively  to  the  advancement  of  their  communi- 
ties. The  Copemish  Roller-mill  Company,  of  which 
Mr.  Canniff  is  President,  has  established  and  suc- 
cessfully conducted  a  flourishing  business,  and  has 
gained  a  reputation  for  progressive  methods  and 
reliable  dealings. 

Mr.  Canniff  was  born  in  Litchfield,  Hillsdale 
County,  Mich.,  April  7,  1846,  and  is  the  son  of 
Stephen  and  Maria  (Bovee)  Canniff,  both  of  whom 
were  born  in  New  York  State.  He  is  one  of  a 
family  of  three  sons  and  three  daughters,  five  of 
whom  are  still  living.  Susan  M.  is  the  wife  of  Joel 
M.  Valentine;  Helen  married  James  Dicks;  Chaun- 
cey  B.,  of  this  sketch,  was  the  next  in  order  of 
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birth;  Charles  B.  is  a  resident  of  Oregon;  and  Julia 
L.  is  the  wife  of  George  Lovejoy. 

The  father  of  our  subject  was  a  farmer  b>  occu- 
pation, and  in  order  to  carry  on  that  vocation  more 
profitably  he  located  in  Michigan,  making  the  trip 
here  in  1840.  For  a  short  time  he  lived  in  Wheat- 
land, Hillsdale  County,  and  then,  returning  to  his 
home  in  the  East,  remained  there  until  1844,  when 
we  again  find  him  a  resident  of  Michigan.  On  his 
return  iiither  he  carried  on  farming  near  Litchfield, 
where  he  died  in  1876,  aged  sixty-four  years.  His 
good  wife  survived  him  until  1887,  when  she,  too, 
passed  away,  aged  sixty-seven  years.  They  were 
devoted  members  of  the  Congregational  Church, 
in  which  the  father  served  as  Deacon  and  Trustee. 
Among  his  fellow- townsmen  he  was  very  popular, 
which  fact  was  evidenced  by  his  election  to  the 
State  Legislature  in  1866.  Eoi-  a  period  of  two 
years  he  filled  that  responsible  position,  represent- 
ing his  constituents  in  a  manner  highly  satisfac- 
tory to  them.  For  eleven  ^ears  he  was  Supervisor 
of  his  township,  and  socially  was  highly  regarded 
as  a  man  of  integrity. 

The  maternal  grandfather  of  our  subject  was  Ja- 
cob Bovee,  who  for  a  number  of  years  made  his 
home  in  Mohawk  County,  N.  Y.,  but  later  in  life 
was  a  resident  of  Genesee  Count}-,  N.  Y.,  where  his 
death  occurred  at  the  age  of  seventy  years.  Chaun- 
cey  B.  Canniff  was  reared  upon  his  father's  farm  in 
Hillsdale  County,  and  when  quite  young  attended 
the  district  schools  of  tliat  locality.  Later,  how- 
ever, he  supplemented  the  knowledge  there  gained 
by  a  course  in  the  village  schools.  For  two  3'ears 
after  attaining  his  majority  he  lived  at  home,  and 
then,  starting  out  in  life  for  himself,  purchased  a 
tract  of  eighty  acres  of  land  in  Berrien  Countj^, 
near  Three  Oaks.  A  year  later  he  sold  this  farm, 
and  with  the  money  thus  obtained  bought  forty 
acres  in  Cass  County,  where  he  made  his  home  for 
about  three  years. 

February  18,  1874,  Mr.  Canniff  came  to  Cleon 
Township,  then  a  part  of  Wexford  County,  but 
now  within  the  bounds  of  Manistee  County,  where 
he  became  the  proprietor  of  a  quarter-section  of 
land,  and  this  he  placed  under  excellent  tillage, 
and  still  has  in  his  possession.  His  marriage,  Feb- 
ruary 18,  1869,  united  him  with  Miss  L.  W.Perry, 


daughter  of  Peter  and  Rhoda  (Shulters)  Perry, 
and  to  them  were  born  three  sons  and  two  daugh- 
ters. Those  living  are  Faith  L.  and  Perry  F.  Mr. 
and  Mrs.  Canniff  are  worthy  members  of  the  Con- 
gregational Church,  and  he  is  serving  as  Deacon 
and  Trustee  in  the  church  at  Copemish.  He  is 
great  13^  interested  in  Sunday-school  work,  and  for 
twenty-four  years  was  Superintendent  of  that  de- 
partment of  church  work. 

It  was  on  the  26th  of  April,  1890,  that  Mr.  Can- 
niff came  to  Copemish.  The  previous  winter  he 
had  aided  in  the  erection  of  the  flouring-mill,  and 
is  now  the  President  of  the  company  that  operates 
the  concern.  Since  coming  to  this  place  he  has 
given  his  undivided  attention  to  securing  the  suc- 
cess of  the  business.  The  mill  has  a  capacity  of 
fifty  barrels  of  flour  per  day,  and  in  connection 
with  this  the  company  has  a  feed  mill  and  buck- 
wheat stone.  The  ofticers,  besides  our  subject,  are 
R.  Williams,  Vice-President;  and  F.  W.  Clark,  Sec- 
retary and  Treasurer. 

At  the  present  time  Mr.  Canniff  is  filling  the  po- 
sition of  President  of  the  Village  Board,  and  has 
been  School  Director  ever  since  the  organization 
of  the  district  to  which  Copemish  belongs.  He 
was  elected  Supervisor  of  Cleon  Township  in  1877, 
filling  the  office  eight  years  successively,  and  for 
three  years  was  President  and  Treasurer  of  the 
Farmers'  Mutual  Insurance  Company  of  Manistee, 
Benzie  and  Mason  Counties.  In  politics  he  is  a 
stanch  suppoiter  of  Republican  principles.  He  is 
a  man  of  good  business  ability,  well  informed,  and 
has  the  regard  of  the  entire  community. 


-^-^-i-^i 


JUDGE  J.  H.  MONROE.  Ko  man  who  holds 
an  official  position  in  Grand  Traverse  County 
is  managing  the  affairs  under  his  supervision 
with  greater  fidelity  or  capability  than  the 
gentleman  whose  name  introduces  this  sketch,  and 
who  is  the  present  Probate  Judge.  Believing  that 
"a  public  office  is  a  public  trust,"  he  devotes  his  en- 
tire attention  to  the  faithful  discharge  of  his  du- 
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ties,  and  his  practical  industry,  wisely  and  vigor- 
ously applied,  has  not  failed  of  success.  He  has 
risen  from  an  humble  position  to  one  of  influence 
solely  through  the  exercise  of  his  native  powers  of 
mind,  and  his  life  affords  an  example  of  the  results 
of  application  and  perseverance. 

The  Monroe  family  was  for  several  generations 
identified  with  the  history  of  New  York,  being 
residents  of  Steuben  County.  The  grandfather  of 
our  subject,  whose  name  was  Henry,  was  a  farmer 
there,  and  spent  his  entire  life  in  that  county,  dy- 
ing at  the  age  of  about  sixty-five.  His  family 
numbered  eleven  children,  five  daugliters  and  six 
sons,  one  of  whom  was  William,  our  subject's 
father.  He  was  born  in  Steuben  County,  and  was 
reared  to  manhood  upon  a  farm,  earl}'  in  life  gain- 
ing a  thorough  knowledge  of  the  details  of  agri- 
cultural work.  His  marriage  to  Miss  Nellie  Larrue 
occurred  in  New  York,  where  he  continued  to  re- 
side for  a  number  of  yeais  afteiward.  In  1856  he 
came  to  Michigan  and  his  first  location  was  at 
Grand  Rapids,  whence,  three  years  later,  he  came 
to  Grand  Traverse  County. 

In  the  parental  family  there  were  three  children, 
namelj^:  M.  L.,  now  living  on  a  farm  in  Grand 
Traverse  County,  Mich.;  T.  A., a  resident  of  Trav- 
erse Cit3^;  and  J.  H.,  of  this  sketch.  The  last- 
named,  who  was  the  youngest  of  the  three  sons, 
was  born  in  Steuben  County,  N.  Y.,  August  5, 
1847,  and  grew  to  manhood  upon  a  farm.  In  youth 
he  alternated  attendance  at  the  common  schools 
with  work  upon  the  home  farm.  His  life  was  by 
no  means  an  eas}'  one,  but  the  hard  work  and  con- 
stant effort  laid  the  foundation  of  a  persevering, 
energetic,  industrious  character,  and  what  he  is 
to-day  he  owes  largely  to  those  boyliood  years  of 
diligent  application.  Arriving  at  man's  estate,  he 
chose  the  occupation  to  which  he  had  been  reared, 
that  of  an  agriculturist,  and  engaged  in  his  chosen 
vocation  with  success  for  many  years. 

Upon  being  elected  Countj^  Treasurer  in  1888, 
our  subject  removed  to  Traverse  City,  the  county 
seat,  and  here  he  has  since  made  his  home.  Upon 
the  expiration  of  his  term  of  four  years,  he  was 
chosen  to  fill  the  position  of  Probate  Judge,  and 
has  since  served  acceptably  in  that  capacity.  In 
national  and  local  elections  be  ha§  always  voted 


the  Republican  ticket,  and  is  an  ardent  admirer 
and  firm  supporter  of  its  principles.  In  addition 
to  the  offices  above  named,  he  has  also  occupied 
other  local  posts  of  trust.  For  seven  years  he 
served  as  Supervisor  of  Blair  Township,  and  a 
number  of  years  ago  held  the  position  of  Chairman 
of  the  Republican  County  Committee.  He  is  rec- 
ognized as  one  of  the  leaders  of  his  party,  and  as 
one  of  its  most  able  members. 

The  marriage  of  Judge  Monroe,  in  1874,  united 
him  with  Miss  DeEtte  Monroe,  a  native  of  west- 
ern New  York  and  a  daughter  of  James  D.  and  P. 
A.  Monroe.  Two  daughters  complete  the  family 
circle,  named  Xena  and  Gracie.  Socially  Judge 
Monroe  is  indentified  with  Lodge  No.  311,1.  O. 
O.  F.,  at  Monroe  Centre,  of  which  he  is  Past  Grand, 
and  in  which  he  has  filled  nearly  all  the  subordi- 
nate oflflces.  He  is  a  man  of  genial,  companionable 
disposition,  who  enjoys  the  esteem  of  a  large  cir- 
cle of  acquaintances. 


_^^^^^^^^m^^^^^^^^i^'^^ 


0HARLES  BOERNER,  City  Assessor  of  Lud- 
ington,  is  a  contractor  and  builder,  and 
makes  a  specialty  of  felt  and  gravel  roof- 
ing. For  twenty  years  he  has  been  an  active  mem- 
ber of  the  German  Aid  Society,  and  for  the  past 
three  years  has  been  President  of  that  organiza- 
tion. In  1893  he  attended  the  State  Convention 
held  at  Jackson,  as  President  of  the  local  society. 
He  is  also  Past  Commander  of  Mozart  Command- 
ery  No.  58,  United  Friends  of  Michigan,  and  at- 
tended the  State  Convention  in  1892.  In  politics 
he  is  a  Republican,  and  is  actively  interested  in 
whatever  pertains  to  the  upbuilding  of  the  com- 
munity in  which  he  has  made  his  home  for  a  quar- 
ter of  a  century  or  more. 

A  native  of  German}^  Charles  Boerner  was  born 
in  Seeba,  near  Meiningen,  December  27,  1846,  and 
IS  a  son  of  John  and  Elizabeth  Boerner.  He  re- 
mained at  home  until  seventeen  years  of  age,  when 
he  came  to  the  United  States  to  seek  a  livelihood. 
Until  fourteen  years  old  he  attended  the  schools 
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of  his  native  land,  after  wbich  he  was  for  two 
years  a  waiter  in  a  cafe,  but  did  not  like  the  busi- 
ness. After  reaching  the  United  States  he  engaged 
in  carpentering.  On  arriving  at  his  destination 
he  was  $74  in  debt,  as  his  brother,  who  lived  in 
Milwaukee,  advanced  him  the  money  for  his 
passage.  He  arrived  in  Wisconsin  July  4,  1863. 
and  the  next  year  began  serving  an  apprentice- 
ship with  John  Neindorf,  of  Milwaukee.  He  re- 
mained with  that  gentleman  for  a  year  and  three- 
quarters,  getting  seven  shillings  per  day  and 
boarding  himself.  Then  starting  out  as  a  jour- 
neyman, he  worked  for  a  time  in  Milwaukee  and 
Winona,  Minn.  In  October,  1867,  he  came  toLud- 
ington,  but  had  previously,  in  the  winter  of  1865- 
66^  remained  for  a  short  time  in  the  pineries  near 
this  city,  and  while  there  cleared  about  1125.  He 
was  camp  carpenter  for  about  three  months  in  the 
woods,  repairing  sleighs,  making  ox-yokes,  axe 
handles,  etc.,  and  the  following  spring  began  tak- 
ing contracts. 

In  1873  Mr.  Boerner  associated  with  himself  as  a 
partner  A.  Tiedemann  in  contracting  and  build- 
ing, and  in  1882  built  a  planing-mill,  which  is 
now  owned  by  Tiedemann  &  Co.  That  connection 
existed  seventeen  and-a-half  years,  and  since  it 
was  dissolved  our  subject  has  been  alone  in  busi- 
ness. The  first  contract  which  he  received  was  in 
1868,  when  he  put  up  a  boarding-house  for  Charles 
Koeglier,  and  soon  afterward  a  boarding-house  for 
F.  A.  Koch.  The  cit}-  hall  was  built  by  himself 
and  partner  at  a  cost  of  $14,000,  the  Fourth  Ward 
schoolhouse  at  a  cost  of  $8,000,  and  the  German 
Lutheran  Church  edifice  at  $5,300.  For  years 
they  were  one  of  the  leading  firms  of  this  locality, 
putting  up  many  of  the  fine  dwellings  and  business 
houses  of  the  city,  and  employing  frOm  twelve  to 
eighty  men.  They  also  contracted  for  paving,  and 
laid  about  two  and  a-half  miles  of  cedar-block 
roadway. 

About  1870  Mr.  Boerner  became  interested  in 
the  subject  of  roofing,  and  has  ever  since  made  a 
business  of  both  felt  and  gravel  roofing.  He  keeps 
a  large  stock  of  the  best  of  these  goods  in  the 
market  always  on  hand,  and  has  a  large  local 
trade.  One  variety  is  Carey's  Magnesia  Flexible 
Cement  Roofing,  which  is  perfectly  fire-proof,  and 


is  especially  good  for  resisting  the  weather.  The 
asphalt  three-ply  roofing,  the  Black  Diamond  and 
the  old  and  reliable  gravel  roofing  each  have  par- 
ticular advantages  of  their  own,  the  latter  being  es- 
pecially used  on  flat  or  slightly  inclined  roofs. 
There  is  nothing  about  a  house  which  should  re- 
ceive better  attention  than  the  top,  as  it  is  the 
crown  of  the  building,  and  more  exposed  to  the 
weather  than  any  other  part  of  the  structure.  His 
office  and  shop  are  at  No.  310  James  Street. 

Maj^  2,  1868,  Mr.  Boerner  married  Miss  Katie 
Koch.  Her  father  is  Fred  Koch,  one  of  the  oldest 
and  best  known  blacksmiths  of  this  city,  whose 
death  occurred  about  1890,  on  the  farm  in  River- 
ton,  Mason  County,  to  which  he  had  retired.  His 
wife  bore  the  maiden  name  of  Catherine  Petry. 
The  following  children  were  born  to  our  subject 
and  his  wife:  Caroline,  who  is  the  wife  of  Charles 
Lettan,  of  Ludington;  Fred,  twin  of  Caroline,  and 
now  in  business  with  his  father;  George,  a  ma- 
chinist by  occupation;  and  Lucy,  John,  Frank, 
Charlie  and  Katie,  who  are  all  at  home.  The  par- 
ents are  regular  attendants  and  members  of  St. 
John's  German  Lutheran  Church. 


-^^4^ 


L^_ 


HENRY  C.  SMITH,  the  senior  member  of 
the  firm  of  Smith  Bros.,  contractors  and 
builders  at  Traverse  City,  is  a  conspicu- 
ous illustration  of  what  ma}^  be  accomplished  by 
effort  properly  applied.  He  has  reached  his  pres- 
ent position  among  the  active  business  men  of  the 
place  by  close  attention  to  business,  and  has  gained 
a  competence  by  honest  methods.  A  man  of  inde- 
fatigable determination,  he  has  solely  by  his  own 
endeavor  placed  himself  among  the  best  and  most 
reliable  of  the  business  men  of  the  village.  He 
has  been  in  business  at  his  present  location  with 
his  younger  brother  for  eight  years,  and  has  a  plant 
well  designed  for  the  manufacture  of  all  things 
required  in  the  building  of  a  house. 

The  father  of  our  subject,  Lj^man  T.  Smith,  was 
a  native   of  Hancock  County,  Ohio,  and  was  9, 
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farmer  by  occupation,  also  engaged  as  a  contrac- 
tor. He  was  a  man  ])ossessing  remarkable  genius, 
a  natural  mechanic,  and  could  successfully  turn 
his  hand  to  the  use  of  all  kinds  of  tools,  and  the 
construction  of  every  variety  of  handiwork.  Of 
this  gift  his  son  inherits  a  goodly  share.  After  an 
honorable  and  useful  life,  he  passed  from  earth  in 
1866,  leaving  to  his  descendants  the  legacy  of  a 
pure  life  and  spotless  name. 

The  mother  of  our  subject,  who  bore  the  maiden 
name  of  Sarah  Prouty,  was  born  in  Ohio,  and  is 
now  living  in  Traverse  City.  She  is  a  lady  pos- 
sessing many  good  qualities  of  head  and  heart,  and 
carefully  reared  her  children,  preparing  them  for 
positions  of  usefulness  in  the  business  world.  She 
was  married  again  after  the  death  of  our  subject's 
father,  and  by  her  second  union  had  three  chil- 
dren, two  of  whom  survive.  Of  her  first  marriage 
five  children  were  born,  viz.:  Henry  C;  H.  D., 
who  is  in  business  with  his  elder  brother;  William 
F.,  in  the  employ  of  his  brothers;  and  Cynthia 
and  Franklin,  who  are  deceased. 

The  subject  of  this  biography  was  born  in  Han- 
cock County,  Ohio,  December  27,  1854.  His  early 
years  were  spent  upon  a  farm,  and  he  had  but  lit- 
tle opportunity  for  gaining  an  education.  His 
present  broad  information  has  been  gained  by 
habits  of  close  observation,  and  by  practical  con- 
tact with  the  business  world.  At  the  age  of  seven- 
teen he  left  Ohio  and  came  to  Michigan,  settling 
in  Traverse  City,  where  he  engaged  to  work  for 
the  firm  of  Hannah,  Lay  &  Co.  After  a  few  years 
he  commenced  with  his  brother  to  contract  and 
build,  and  has  established  a  reputation  in  this  line 
second  to  no  other.  The  business  has  continued  to 
grow  from  its  inception,  and  the  reputation  of  the 
firm  is  established  through  this  section  of  country. 

By  his  marriage  with  Miss  Margaret  Alexander, 
who  was  born  near  Elgin,  111.,  Mr.  Smith  has  two 
children,  Everett  M.  and  Elmer  D.  Socially  he  is 
identified  with  the  Order  of  Maccabees.  In  poli- 
tics he  is  a  Republican,  and  since  boyhood  has  ad- 
vocated the  principles  of  that  party.  As  far  as 
possible,  he  has  always  avoided  any  political  pre- 
ferment, wishing  to  attend  exclusively  to  his  busi- 
ness. However,  he  has  been  active  in  local  affairs, 
and  has  been  chosen  by  his  fellow-citizens  to  rep- 


resent them  in  a  number  of  positions  of  trust,  in-^ 
eluding  the  office  of  Sheriff,  which  he  held  for  four 
years.  Though  he  has  already  achieved  a  large 
measure  of  success,  he  does  not  content  himself 
with  what  he  has  attained,  but  continucb  to  labor 
with  brain  and  hands,  pushing  forward  to  comple- 
tion every  contract  undertaken  by  the  firm.  Be- 
ginning life  in  humble  circumstances,  he  has  stead- 
ily, step  by  step,  won  a  substantial  amount  of 
worldly  goods,  and  is  a  fitting  example  of  what  is 
in  store  for  energy  and  directness  of  purpose  in 
our  country. 


/^  APT.  CHARLES  W.  MYERS,  of  No.  290 
V^y  Fifth  Avenue,  Manistee,  has  had  extensive 
experience  as  a  mariner  on  the  Great  Lakes 
and  on  the  ocean.  He  started  as  a  cabin-boy  on 
a  St.  Lawrence  River  steamboat  in  1848,  when 
he  was  a  youth  of  only  twelve  years.  Two  years 
later  he  shipped  before  the  mast  of  the  "Ocmulgee," 
which  started  on  a  whaling  expedition  to  the  Arc- 
tic regions.  He  was  thirty  months  on  this  voj^age, 
and  deserted  the  ship  at  Honolulu  in  the  Sand- 
wich Islands.  The  "Ocmulgee''  was  the  first  prize 
captured  by  the  pirate  ^'Alabama''  during  the  War 
of  the  Rebellion.  Obtaining  a  position  on  the 
whaler  "Monticello,"  of  Nantucket,  R.  I.,  young 
Myers  was  six  months  on  this  expedition,  and  as 
he  had  shipped  for  one  trip  only  was  discharged 
at  Talcahuana,  Chili.  During  the  next  three  years 
he  remained  in  that  country  driving  stages,  work- 
ing on  vessels  in  the  harbor,  and  finallj^  being  be- 
ing bar-keeper  in  a  hotel.  He  next  became  a 
member  of  the  crew  on  the  clipper  "Nautilus,*'  of 
New  Bedford,  Conn.,  and  spent  the  following 
eleven  months  off  the  coast  of  Peru.  He  was 
once  more  discharged  at  Talcahuana,  and  then 
shipped  on  the  steamer  "Polynesia,"  a  coaster,  and 
at  the  end  of  six  months  was  paid  off  in  Valparaiso. 
For  two  months  he  was  one  of  the  crew  on  the 
"Eudora,"  at  the  end  of  which  time  he  left  at 
Valparaiso  and  took  passage  on  board  the  "Poly- 
nesia" for  Talcahuana  and  from  there  shipped  for 
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America  in  the  '^Sharon,"  of  Fair  Haven,  Conn. 
He  arrived  safely  at  New  Bedford,  Mass.,  at  the 
end  of  ninety-two  days'  voyage,  by  way  of  Cape 
Horn. 

Captain  Myers  proceeded  to  New  York  City  and 
made  a  voyage  to  Virginia  on  the  schooner  "Dan- 
iel C.  Higgins,"  on  which  he  proceeded  up  the 
James  River  and  then  returned  to  the  metropolis. 
Boarding  the  schooner  "Lath  Ritch,''  he  sailed  for 
St.  John's,  Porto  Rico,  West  Indies,  stopping  at 
Georgetown,  S.  C,  for  a  cargo  of  lumber.  There 
he  deserted  the  vessel,  and  with  a  comrade  walked 
from  Georgetown  to  Wilmington,  N.  C,  a  distance 
of  one  hundred  and  thirt^^  miles.  Arriving  there, 
he  shipped  on  the  brigg  "Ben  Young,"  which  was 
also  bound  for  St.  John's  with  a  cargo  of  yellow 
pine  lumber.  This  was  duly  delivered  and  then 
the  ship  proceeded  to  southern  Cuba  for  a  cargo 
of  molasses,  which  was  conveyed  to  Philadelphia. 
This  trip  was  the  termination  of  Captain  Myers' 
ocean  life,  seven  years  having  been  passed  by  him 
on  the  mighty  deep. 

At  Oswego,  N.  Y.,  Captain  Myers  took  passage 
on  the  schooner  "D.  L.  Couch,"  bound  for  Detroit, 
and  from  there  to  Ashley,  Mich.  He  made  several 
trips  back  and  forth  on  this  schooner,  which  con- 
veyed hoops  for  flour  barrels  and  other  commod- 
ities to  Oswego.  Later  our  subject  changed  to  the 
schooner  "O.  V.  Bramard,"  and  after  a  few  trips 
transferred  to  the  "Henry  Clay,"  and  subsequently 
to  the  "Gazelle."  During  the  next  few  years  of 
his  life  on  the  Great  Lakes,  the  Captain  sailed  on 
the  following  vessels:  "Henry  R.  Seymour,"  "Ma- 
ria Johnson,"  "Samuel  G.  Andrews,"  "Merrimac," 
"Forest  Queen,"  "Sarah  Hibbard,"  the  "Lively," 
"Persian,"  "Cleveland,"  "Buena  Vista,"  "Schooner 
Melrose,"  "Granada,"  "Ostrich"  and    "Corsican." 

In  1875  our  subject  located  permanently'  at 
Manistee,  although  he  has  often  been  awa}'  from 
home  for  a  whole  season,  and  while  his  family  con- 
tinued to  dwell  here  has  frequently  been  employed 
at  Ludingto  .  and  Chicago  for  a  few  months  at  a 
time.  In  1868  he  received  his  first  license  as  a 
Captain,  and  since  that  time  has  served  m  that  ca- 
pacity, and  on  the  waters  of  Lake  Michigan.  Cer- 
tainly few  men  have  had  wider  experience,  cover- 
ing a  longer  period,  than  has  this  worthy  old  sea- 
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man,  who  is  more  at  home  on  the  water  than  on 
land. 

January  8,  1865,  Captain  Myers  was  married  in 
Oswego,  N.  Y.,  to  Miss  Adeline  Taylor,  who  was 
born  in  1849  in  that  city,  and  was  called  to  her 
tinal  rest  in  1885.  Five  of  the  eight  children 
born  of  their  union  are  still  living,  namely:  James 
W.,  who  is  chief  engineer  of  the  steamer  "Puritan," 
belonging  to  the  Chicago,  St.  Joseph  &  Benton 
Harbor  Transportation  Company;  Lillie  and  Vir- 
ginia, who  are  now  taking  charge  of  their  father's 
home;  Henry,  who  is  employed  on  the  steamer 
"Petoskey;"  and  Raymond  W.,  who  is  a  schoolboy 
of  ten  years.  The  three  other  children  died  in  early 
childhood  or  infancy.  The  Captain  and  his  fam- 
ily are  members  of  the  Episcopal  Church,  and  he 
and  his  sons  are  Democrats  politically. 

The  birth  of  Captain  Myers  occurred  in  Belle- 
ville, Canada,  October  26,  1836.  He  is  one  of  a 
family  numbering  eight  children,  whose  parents 
were  Bleecker  W.  and  Hannah  (Webb)  Myers. 
The  father  was  a  native  of  Canada,  and  the  mother 
of  Belfast,  Ireland. 


v@. ^mh. ,^ 


X  T  <i)ILLIAM  W.  MITCHELL.  Among  those 
\/\/  who  have  achieved  marked  success  in 
the  pine  forests  of  Northern  Michigan, 
and  who  have  succeeded  in  promoting  the  prog- 
ress of  this  locality,  may  be  mentioned  the  name 
of  W.  W.  Mitchell,  one  of  the  most  prominent 
lumbermen  in  the  state.  His  residence  is  in  Cad- 
illac, to  which  place  (then  called  Clam  Lake)  he 
was  attracted  in  1873.  He  was  then  a  young  man 
just  out  of  school,  and  his  only  capital  was  a 
strong  physique  and  a  determination  to  make  his 
life  a  success. 

His  first  employment  here  was  as   tallyman  for 
his  uncle,  George  A.  Mitchell,  whose  biographical 
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sketch  is  presented  on  another  page  of  this  volume. 
In  the  fall  of  1873  he  went  into  the  woods  as  a 
laborer,  acting  as  teamster  and  swamper.  During 
the  summer  of  1874  he  was  foreman  in  a  small 
lumber-yard  at  Clam  Lake,  and  in  the  fall  of  that 
year,  associated  with  others,  he  entered  into  a  con- 
tract to  put  logs  into  Clam  Lake  for  mills.  For 
two  years  he  was  thus  engaged,  after  which  he  ac- 
cepted the  position  of  foreman  for  George  A. 
Mitchell,  having  charge  of  logs  and  lumber.  His 
wages  were  carefully  saved,  and  as  frequently  as 
possible  he  invested  in  pine  lands. 

In  1877  Mr.  Mitchell,  in  partnership  with  J.  W. 
Cobb,  purchased  two  hundred  and  seven tj^-six 
acres  of  pine  land,  and  in  January,  1878,  he  bought 
a  half -interest  in  the  sawmill  owned  by  J.  W. 
Cobb  at  Cadillac.  The  firm  of  Cobb  cfe  Mitchell 
has  since  continued  in  business.  Their  mill  had  a 
capacity  for  cutting  forty  thousand  feet  of  lumber 
per  day.  For  seven  years  they  owned  and  oper- 
ated a  sawmill  at  Round  Lake.  In  1892  they  built 
a  second  mill  at  Cadillac,  with  a  capacity  of  eighty 
thousand  feet  daily,  and  they  still  own  enough 
pine  to  keep  their  mills  m  operation  for  at  least 
six  years. 

Associated  with  his  brother,  Austin  W.,  under 
the  firm  title  of  Mitchell  Bros.,  our  subject  owns 
large  tracts  of  pine  land  in  Northern  Michigan, 
adjacent  to  their  mills  at  Jennings.  The  two 
brothers,  together  with  Joseph  Murphy,  under  the 
firm  name  of  Mitchell  Bros.  &  Murphy,  own  a 
mill  at  Jennings  with  a  capacity  of  eighty  thou- 
sand feet  per  day;  they  also  have  a  large  planing- 
mill  at  Jennings.  They  own  enough  pine  and  hard- 
wood to  supply  the  mills  for  about  six  j^ears.  Mr. 
Mitchell  is  also  a  stockholder  in  the  Cadillac  handle 
factory,  and  every  worthy  enterprise  for  the  im- 
provement of  the  place  has  received  his  support. 

Concerning  the  personal  history  of  Mr.  Mitchell, 
we  note  the  following:  he  was  born  near  Hillsdale, 
Mich.,  January  3,  1854,  being  a  son  of  Charles  T. 
and  Harriet  (Wing)  Mitchell.  His  grandfather, 
Charles  T.  Mitchell,  Sr.,  was  a  native  of  New  York 
State,  where  he  died  at  an  advanced  age.  The 
father  was  a  young  man  when  he  came  to  Michi- 
gan, where  he  has  since  resided.  He  was  a  con- 
tractor on  the  construction  of  the  Lake  Shore  & 


Michigan  Southern  Railroad,  afterward  dealt  in 
wheat,  and  later  became  a  hardware  merchant.  For 
twenty-five  years  he  was  President  of  the  Second 
National  Bank  of  Hillsdale,  and  still  resides  in 
that  city.  He  has  also  been  a  prominent  Repub- 
lican, and  was  a  member  of  the  electoral  college 
that  chose  Lincoln  President  of  the  United  States 
for  the  second  term. 

In  the  parental  family  there  were  six  children, 
of  whom  five  attained  years  of  maturity.  Kate, 
who  married  C.  M.  Barre,  died  in  Hillsdale,  Mich.; 
Austin  W.  is  represented  on  another  page  of  this 
volume;  William  W.  is  the  next  in  order  of 
birth;  Charles  T.  died  in  Hillsdale;  Harriet  B.,  the 
youngest,  is  the  wife  of  Walter  H.  Sawyer,  a  resi- 
dent of  Hillsdale.  In  the  public  schools  of  Hills- 
dale our  subject  gained  the  rudiments  of  his  ed- 
ucation, and  afterward  for  two  years  was  a  stu- 
dent in  Hillsdale  College.  As  above  stated,  he 
came  to  Cadillac  on  completing  his  studies,  and 
here  he  has  since  resided.  The  success  he  has 
achieved  is  wholly  the  result  of  merit,  as  he  has 
worked  his  own  way  in  the  world,  the  only  finan- 
cial assistance  he  ever  received  having  been  $1,450 
from  his  father  in  1878. 

October  7,  1876,  Mr.  Mitchell  married  Miss  Ella, 
daughter  of  George  Yost.  She  was  born  in  Wat- 
erloo, N.  Y.,  but  at  the  time  of  her  marriage 
resided  in  Hillsdale,  Mich.  Two  children,  Charles 
T.  and  Marie  Elizabeth,  have  blessed  the  union. 
The  family  residence  is  one  of  the  pleasant  homes 
of  Northern  Michigan,  and  those  who  become 
guests  are  sure  of  a  cordial  welcome  and  hospitable 
entertainment  by  the  genial  host  and  hostess. 

In  politics  a  Republican,  Mr.  Mitchell  has  never 
been  an  aspirant  for  oflSce,  but  is  always  ready  to 
contribute  of  his  means  to  assist  in  carrying  on 
the  campaigns,  His  wife  is  a  member  of  the 
Presbyterian  Church,  which  he  attends,  and  of 
which  he  is  one  of  the  regular  supporters.  All 
enterprises  having  for  their  object  the  promotion 
of  the  interests  of  Cadillac  receive  his  co-operation. 
He  was  one  of  the  prime  factors  in  the  building  of 
the  drive  of  seven  miles  around  Clam  Lake,  which 
stands  as  a  monument  to  the  enterprise  of  the  citi- 
zens of  this  place.  He  is  a  careful,  sound  and 
shrewd  business  man,  to  whom   the  future  years 
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will  doubtless  bring  increasing  success.  In  dis- 
position he  is  modest  and  unassuming,  preferring 
to  do  good  privately  rather  than  publicly,  kind  to 
the  erring  and  generous  to  the  needy  and  destitute. 


<^^,§.^^.5.«j».j..§»^.j.^^^^.5..5.^^«^^^^4»^^X>. 


r^~^  EORGE  H.  CROSS,  junior  member  of  the 
^  T  law  firm  of  T  wed  die  k  Cross,  is  among  the 
gentlemanly,  courteous,  affable  and  intel- 
ligent young  attorneys  of  the  Bar  of  Traverse  City. 
He  was  born  in  Monroe  County,  N.  Y.,  May  4, 
1866,  and  is  the  son  of  James  A.  and  Sarah  A. 
(Tenny)  Cross,  also  natives  of  Monroe  County. 
His  father  was  the  eldest  of  four  children  compris- 
ing the  family  of  Luman  Cross,  a  farmer,  who  died 
in  Monroe  County,  at  the  age  of  sixty-eight  years. 
Reared  upon  a  farm,  James  A.  Cross  early  be- 
came familiar  with  all  the  details  connected  with 
an  agricultural  life,  and  on  arriving  at  manhood 
he  selected  the  occupation  with  which  he  was  most 
familiar.  He  was  married  to  Miss  Tenny  in  New 
York,  and  some  years  afterward  came  to  Michigan, 
entering  a  homestead  in  Tuscola  County  about 
1862.  At  that  time  Michigan  was  sparsely  settled, 
and  presented  few  attractions  to  the  lover  of  civil- 
ization. However,  the  keen  eye  of  the  pioneer 
discerned  here  great  possibilities,  and,  undaunted 
by  obstacles,  he  worked  courageously  and  persever- 
ingly  until  success  was  gained.  At  the  time  of 
making  settlement  in  Tuscola  County,  the  Cross 
family  were  sixteen  miles  from  the  nearest  post- 
office,  which  was,  therefore,  seldom  visited. 

Two  years  were  spent  amid  these  frontier  sur- 
roundings, and  then  the  family  returned  to  Mon- 
roe County,  N.  Y.,  where  the  father  engaged  in 
farm  work  for  the  two  succeeding  years.  Then 
again  seeking  Michigan,  he  settled  at  Spring  Lake, 
in  Ottawa  County,  and  embarked  in  the  business 
of  a  fruit-grower.  He  and  his  wife  were  the  par- 
ents of  four  children,  all  sons,  named  as  follows: 
Charles,  whose  home  is  in  Muskegon;  Lewis;  George 
H.,  of  this  sketch;  and  Ira  H.  The  father  is  still 
living  in  Ottawa  County,  of  which  he  is  a  respect- 


ed and  well-to-do  citizen.     The  mother  died  there. 
January  16,  1895. 

Born  in  Monroe  County,  N.  Y.,  May  4,  1866, 
the  subject  of  this  sketch  was  one  year  old  when 
his  parents  moved  to  Ottawa  County.  Alternating 
attendance  at  the  neighboring  schools  with  work 
on  the  fruit  farm,  he  passed  the  days  of  boj^hood. 
When  seventeen  he  entered  the  normal  school  at 
Valparaiso,  Ind.,  where  he  carried  on  his  studies 
for  two  years,  and  then,  returning  home,  resumed 
farm  work.  Upon  attaining  his  majority  he  de- 
sired to  do  something  for  himself,  and  accordingly 
went  to  the  woods  with  some  comrades,  his  em- 
plo3^ment  being  that  of  cutting  timber  and  making 
black-ash  hoops.  This  was  not  easy  work,  but  he 
was  energetic,  persevering  and  industrious,  and 
so  made  a  success  of  it.  At  the  age  of  twenty- 
three  he  took  a  trip  South  in  a  little  sailboat,  and, 
being  of  an  observing  nature,  learned  much  during 
his  travels. 

From  his  eldest  brother,  who  was  a  law  gradu- 
ate, our  subject  secured  legal  books,  and  while  at 
work  in  the  woods,  devoted  his  leisure  evenings 
to  study.  This  fact  alone  would  prove  his  deter- 
mination to  succeed,  for  there  are  few  who  would 
desire,  after  a  day's  hard  labor  in  the  woods,  to 
spend  an  evening  in  an  equally  exhausting  effort 
to  penetrate  the  mysteries  of  Coke  and  Blackstone. 
Under  such  disadvantages  he  studied  for  eighteen 
months,  after  which  he  spent  a  short  time  with  his 
parents.  In  the  fall  of  1891  he  entered  the  State 
Universit}^  at  Ann  Arbor,  and  continued  his  legal 
studies  in  that  institution  until  graduating  from 
the  law  department  in  the  Class  of  '92.  The  sum- 
mer of  that  year  was  spent  at  home,  and  in  Sep- 
tember he  came  to  Traverse  City  and  opened  an 
office  for  the  practice  of  his  profession.  In  Janu- 
ary, 1893,  he  formed  a  partnership  with  Charles  H. 
Thomas,  a  former  classmate,  which  continued  un- 
til the  formation  of  the  present  firm  of  Tweddle  <fe 
Cross,  August  1,  1894. 

The  political  affiliations  of  Mr.  Cross  are  with 
the  Republican  party,  the  principles  of  which  he 
believes  are  best  calculated  to  advance  the  welfare 
of  our  country.  Socially  he  is  connected  with  the 
Masonic  fraternity.  His  ancestors  for  several  gen- 
erations have  been  Baptists,  and  be  is  also  identl- 
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fied  with  that  church.  He  is  still  a  student  of  his 
profession,  desiring  to  keep  abreast  with  its  latest 
deyelopments.  His  mind  is  well  trained,  and  he 
is  admirably  versed  in  the  principles  of  public 
policy.  He  has  already  gained  commendable  suc- 
cess, and  as  he  is  still  on  the  sunny  side  of  thirty, 
we  probably  do  not  err  in  anticipating  increasing 
honors  and  a  growing  practice  in  the  civil  and 
criminal  courts  as  the  years  go  by" 


HON.  GEORGE  E.  STEELE,  who  is  serving 
his  second  term  satisfactorily  as  County 
Surveyor,  justly  occupies  an  influential 
position  among  the  prominent  men  of  Grand 
Traverse  County,  and  is  especially  prominent  in 
Traverse  Citj',  to  the  material  development  of 
which  he  has  largely  contributed.  By  natural 
ability  as  well  as  training  he  is  admirabl}^  quali- 
fied for  his  present  position,  and  his  service  in  this 
capacity  reflects  credit  upon  himself.  To  promote 
the  interests  of  this  locality  he  made  and  pub- 
lished a  valuable  map  of  this  section  of  the  state, 
embracing  Grand  Traverse  and  surrounding  coun- 
ties. In  other  ways  he  has  promoted  the  welfare 
of  the* locality  and  advanced  its  interests. 

The  genealogy  of  the  Steele  family  may  be 
traced  back  through  nine  generations  to  1631, 
when,  in  Hartford,  Conn.,  additional  traces  seem  to 
be  lost.  On  the  maternal  side  our  subject  traces 
his  ancestry  through  a  clear  genealogical  line  to 
the  beginning  of  the  last  century.  Grandfather 
Zadock  Steele  was  one  of  the  pioneers  of  West  An- 
dover,  Ohio,  where  he  made  settlement  in  1806. 
His  wife,  Laura,  was  the  first  white  woman  who 
settled  in  that  place,  and  their  son  William  was 
the  first  white  child  born  in  the  town. 

The  subject  of  this  sketch  was  born  in  Andover, 
Ashtabula  County,  Ohio,  October  23,  1842,  being 
the  son  of  William  and  Caroline  (Woodruff)  Steele. 
He  grew  to  manhood  in  his  native  town,  whence, 
in  the  spring  of  1861,  about  the  time  of  the  open- 
ing of  the  Civil  War,  he  accompanied  his  father  to 


Benzonia,  Mich.  That  section  of  the  state  was 
then  in  the  primeval  condition  of  nature,  present- 
ing on  every  hand  a  dense  growth  of  forest  trees, 
untouched  by  the  axe  of  the  frontiersman.  It  was 
the  task  of  George  E.  to  assist  in  clearing  the  land 
of  its  heav}'  growth  of  timber,  and  to  hew  a  home- 
stead out  of  the  forests  of  Northern  Michigan. 
Eor  this  work  nature  had  provided  him  with  a 
strong  physique  and  an  abundance  of  energy  and 
pluck.  It  was  not  long  before  the  farm  was 
cleared,  a  house  erected,  improvements  introduced, 
and  evidences  of  civilization  increased. 

Wishing  to  gain  a  better  education,  Mr.  Steele 
in  1864  entered  the  State  Agricultural  College  at 
Lansing,  being  the  first  student  in  that  institution 
from  the  territory  north  of  Newaygo.  In  order  to 
reach  Lansing,  he  walked  from  his  home  thirtj^-two 
miles  to  Manistee,  his  trunk  having  been  tied  to  a 
mail  cart.  From  Manistee  he  took  a  schooner  to 
Milwaukee,  and  thence  by  steamer  to  Grand  Haven, 
proceeding  from  that  place  to  Lansing.  While  in 
college  he  devoted  especial  attention  to  the  study 
of  chemistry  and  civil  engineering,  for  which  he 
had  natural  inclination  and  ability.  Upon  several 
different  occasions  he  was  deputed  to  make  surveys 
of  lands  for  the  Government  and  the  state. 

After  leaving  college,  Mr.  Steele  settled  in  Elk 
Rapids,  Antrim  County,  where  he  engaged  as  Sur- 
veyor for  Dexter  &  Noble,  and  had  a  farm.  In 
1882  he  came  to  Traverse  City,  where  he  formed  a 
partnership  with  C.  O.  Titus,  and  entered  the  real- 
estate  business.  Soon  after  coming  to  this  city,  he 
was  chosen  a  member  of  the  School  Board,  and 
served  as  Moderator  from  1885  until  1888.  He 
has  been  Village  Trustee  and  President  of  the 
Traverse  City  Business  Men's  Association.  Polit- 
ically he  is  a  Republican,  and  is  ardently  interested 
in  both  local  and  national  issues.  In  1876  he  was 
elected  to  the  Legislature  from  Antrim  County, 
representing  the  Antrim  District,  which  is  quite 
large,  including  five  counties.  In  this  capacit}^  he 
has  served  his  constituency  for  two  years  with 
credit  to  himself. 

The  connection  of  Mr.  Steele  with  the  civil  en- 
gineers of  Michigan  dates  from  the  beginning  of 
their  organization.  He  was  a  charter  member  of 
tb^  Michigan  Association  of  Surveyors  and  Civil 
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Engineers  from  the  founding  of  the  organization 
until  1885.  He  was  elected  Vice-President  of  the 
Michigan  Engineers'  Society  in  1886,  and  served 
as  Acting  President  until  1887.  In  1888-89  he 
served  by  election  in  that  olBce.  To  his  union 
with  Miss  Lois  S.,  daughter  of  S.  F.  Judson,  of 
Medina  County,  Ohio,  there  were  born  a  son,  Ray, 
and  a  daughter,  Minnie.  The  former  married  Miss 
Hattie  Barnes,  and  has  one  child,  Lois.  His  home 
is  now  in  California.  In  religious  belief  Mr.  Steele 
is  connected  with  the  Congregational  Church,  act- 
ively interested  in  all  its  good  works,  and  an  at- 
tendant at  its  services.  He  is  not  narrow  or  big- 
oted in  religion,  and  wisely  believes  that  discus- 
sions upon  this  topic,  so  far  as  non-essentials  are 
concerned,  are  hurtful  and  injudicious.  A  man 
of  broad  views  and  wide  information,  he  is  a  pro- 
moter of  enterprise,  ever  ready  to  do  his  full  share 
in  matters  pertaining  to  the  common  welfare. 


^m- 


MANLY  C.  DODGE  is  a  leading  attorney- 
at-law  of  Traverse  City.  In  addition  to 
holding  a  high  place  in  the  ranks  of  his 
profession,  he  possesses  unusual  business  ability  in 
general,  and  is  President  of  the  Grand  Traverse 
Land  Company.  Though  fully  prepared  by  years 
of  study  and  practice  to  conduct  all  classes  of  trials, 
he  gives  particular  attention  to  commercial  law 
and  questions  of  importance.  In  January,  1893, 
he  entered  into  partnership  with  Hon.  G.  G.  Covell, 
the  firm  name  now  being  Dodge  <fe  Covell.  They 
practice  before  all  local,  state  and  United  States 
courts. 

The  father  of  Manly  C.  Dodge,  Alfred  C.  Dodge, 
was  by  occupation  a  carriage-maker,  and  also  en- 
gaged in  farming  to  a  certain  extent.  He  is  now 
a  resident  of  Albion,  Noble  County,  Ind.  His 
wife,  formerly  Roxana  Tanner,  who  died  in  1884, 
was  a  native  of  Tompkins  County,  N.  Y.  Both 
the  Dodge  and  Tanner  families  are  of  New  Eng- 
land ancestry.  Three  children  blessed  the  union  of 
Mr.  and    Mrs.  Dodge,  namely;  Laura,   who   died 


after  reaching  maturity;  John^W.,  whose  death 
occurred  a  year  after  that  of  his  sister,  as  the  re- 
sult of  an  accident;  and  Manly  C. 

The  birth  of  our  subject  occurred  on  the  farm 
near  the  village  of  Drj^den,  Tompkins  County, 
N.  Y.,  December  9,  1851.  His  parents  moved  to 
Eaton  County,  Mich.,  when  he  was  only  a  year 
old,  and  settled  on  a  farm,  where  the  boy  was  early 
initiated  into  the  work  of  a  pioneer,  such  as  clear- 
ing land,  chopping  timber  for  fences,  and  prepar- 
ing the  soil  for  cultivation.  He  was  an  apt  pupil, 
and  made  rapid  progress  in  the  district  schools. 
He  remained  with  his  parents  until  be  reached  his 
majority,  after  which  he  taught  school  for  eight 
years  during  the  winter  season,  farming  the  re- 
mainder of  the  year. 

It  was  during  his  career  as  a  teacher  that  Mr. 
Dodge  first  took  up  the  study  of  law.  He  seemed 
to  have  a  natural  inclination  for  it,  and  one  of  his 
friends,  the  Probate  Judge  of  Eaton  County,  Iiad 
noticed  this,  and  spoke  with  him  about  his  pe- 
culiar adaptation  for  the  work.  He  offered  the 
young  man  the  use  of  some  of  his  books,  and  such 
instruction  as  he  could  find  time  to  give  him. 
Having  been  offered  a  place  as  Probate  Register, 
he  continued  in  that  office  for  four  years,  and  ob- 
tained a  good  knowledge  of  practical  law.  He 
was  admitted  to  the  Bar  of  Eaton  County  at  a 
term  of  the  Circuit  Court,  in  August,  1878.  While 
he  was  Probate  Register,  he  received  $150  the  first 
year,  and  the  remainder  of  the  time  $300  per  an- 
num. Every  dollar  that  he  could  spare  from  his 
actual  expenses  he  invested  in  law  books,  and  thus 
made  his  start  in  his  future  field  of  work.  Going 
to  Cairo,  Tuscola  County,  he  opened  an  office  alone, 
and  without  the  aid  or  influence  of  anyone  found 
that  success  did  not  come  rapidly,  but  it  was  sure, 
nevertheless. 

While  living  in  Cairo  Mr.  Dodge  was  married, 
in  January,  1879,  to  Celia  Shepherd,  of  Charlotte, 
Mich.,  to  which  location  they  subsequently  re- 
moved. He  opened  an  office  there,  which  he 
conducted  from  1882  until  1890.  He  then  went 
to  Frankfort,  Benzie  County,  this  state,  where  he 
secured  a  fair  practice,  and  was  thus  employed  un- 
til June,  1893.  While  a  resident  of  Charlotte  he 
was  City  Recorder  for  two  terms,  City  Attorney 
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for  two  terms,  and  Justice  of  the  Peace.  At  Cairo 
he  was  Township  Superintendent  of  Schools.  Po- 
litically he  is  a  stanch  Republican. 

To  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Manly  Dodge  has  been  born 
one  son,  Laurence.  The  family  attends  the  Con- 
gregational Church,  but  Mr.  Dodge  was  brought 
up  under  the  strict  discipline  of  Methodism.  He 
is  liberal  in  religious  views,  and  a  firm  believer  in 
the  universal  brotherhood  of  man  and  the  steady 
progress  of  the  race  toward  higher  intelligence  and 
morality. 


JOHN  R.  HAMLIN,  a  contractor  and  builder 
of  many  years'  experience,  has  had  his  abode 
in  Traverse  City  for  the  past  nine  years.  He 
is  thoroughly  conversant  with  every  detail 
of  his  business,  which  he  has  followed  most  of  the 
time  for  over  forty  years.  He  has  made  a  particu- 
lar study  of  the  proper  construction  of  houses  in 
regard  to  ventilation  and  other  matters  pertaining 
to  the  health  of  the  future  occupants.  A  veteran 
of  the  late  war,  he  was  one  of  the  first  to  enlist, 
and  participated  in  many  important  battles  and 
engagements,  and  at  the  end  of  three  years  he  was 
honorably  discharged. 

The  father  of  our  subject  was  Alan  son  Hamlin, 
a  native  of  Connecticut.  He  removed  from  that 
state  to  Ohio  in  1832,  and  for  over  twenty  years 
was  one  of  the  farmers  of  Lorain  County,  after 
which  he  removed  to  St.  Joseph  County,  Mich., 
settling  near  the  village  of  Men  don,  where  he  died 
at  the  age  of  eighty-six  years.  He  was  of  English 
descent.  Before  leaving  his  native  state,  he  mar- 
ried Amanda  Lyman,  who  lived  to  attain  the  age 
of  sixty  years.  Of  their  seven  children,  the  three 
eldest  are  deceased,  namely:  Chloe  Maria,  Clarissa 
and  Alanson.  Both  daughters  were  married  and 
had  families.  The  son,  Alanson,  was  a  farmer  by 
occupation,  like  his  father  before  him.  Benjamin, 
the  fourth  of  the  family,  is  a  practicing  physician 
of  Tulare  County,  Cal.  The  youngest  of  the  fam- 
ily, Almanza  and  Amanda,  are  twins.     The  for- 


mer is  a  mechanic  and  builder  of  Benton  Harbor, 
and  the  latter  is  now  living  in  California. 

John  R.  Hamlin  was  born  in  Connecticut,  July 
20,  1831,  and  was  about  a  year  old  when  his  par- 
ents removed  to  Ohio.  His  early  years  were 
passed  on  his  father's  farm,  and  his  education  was 
limited  to  that  afforded  by  the  district  schools  of 
the  day.  When  he  was  twenty  years  of  age  he 
began  learning  the  carpenter's  trade  with  the  firm 
of  Leach  &  Stowe,  who  were  contractors  and  build- 
ers. In  1854  Mr.  Hamlin  came  to  Michigan,  and 
for  six  years  engaged  in  contracting  and  building  at 
Eaton  Rapids.  Subsequently  he  went  to  Winne- 
shiek County,  Iowa,  where  he  worked  at  his  trade 
for  a  year,  and  in  1885  he  came  to  make  a  perma- 
nent home  in  Traverse  City. 

In  1858  Mr.  Hamlin  married  Sarah  Osborne,  a 
native  of  the  Empire  State,  whose  father  was  a 
minister  in  the  Congregational  Church.  Mrs. 
Hamlin  was  born  Maich  27,  1833,  being  one  of  the 
eleven  children  of  William  H.  and  Lecenia  (Cran- 
dall)  Osborne.  She  grew  to  womanhood  and  re- 
ceived a  good  education  in  New  York  and  Michi- 
gan, and  about  1849  became  a  resident  of  Michi- 
gan. 

In  August,  1861,  Mr.  Hamlin  enlisted  in  Com- 
pany A,  Eleventh  Michigan  Infantry,  and  served 
in  the  Army  of  the  Cumberland  under  General 
Rosecrans.  One  of  the  hardest- fought  battles  in 
which  he  participated  was  that  of  Stone  River, 
where  he  was  engaged  for  seven  days,  and  among 
others  less  important  in  which  he  was  concerned 
were  the  battles  of  Chickamauga  and  Mission 
Ridge.  His  final  discharge  was  granted  him  at 
Chattanooga,  Tenn.  During  his  absence  in  the 
South,  Mrs.  Hamlin  had  exchanged  some  of  his 
property  for  a  house  and  lot  in  Three  Rivers,  this 
state,  and  gladl}^  welcomed  the  returning  soldier 
to  their  new  home. 

After  the  war  our  subject  engaged  at  his  old 
trade  at  Granville,  Eaton  County,  where  he  was 
located  for  six  years.  Thence  he  removed  to 
Grand  Rapids,  where  he  made  his  home  for  fifteen 
years.  For  four  years  of  this  time  he  was  con- 
nected with  the  Casket  and  Burial  Case  Company, 
and  when  they  sold  out  was  for  a  similar  period 
a  member  of  the  New  England  Furniture   Com- 


PORTRAIT  AND  BIOGRAPHICAL  RECORD. 


237 


paiiy.  In  polities  Mr.  Hamlin  is  a  Republican,  and 
socially  is  a  member  of  McPherson  Post  No.  18, 
G.  A.  R.  Mrs.  Hamlin  is  a  member  of  the  Congre- 
gational Church,  and  presides  over  her  pleasant 
home  on  Washington  Street  with  tact  and  ready 
hospitality. 


^>^^<B 


JUDGE  JAMES  B.  McMAHON,  one  of  the 
citizens  of  Mason  County,  is  a  resident  of 
Ludington,  where  he  holds  the  position  of 
Circuit  Judge.  From  1881  to  1885  he  held 
the  office  of  Probate  Judge  of  Mason  County,  and 
was  City  Attorney  and  Recorder  for  one  term  each. 
In  January,  1892,  he  received  the  appointment  of 
Assistant  United  States  Attorney  for  the  Western 
District  of  Michigan,  and  removed  to  Grand  Rap- 
ids with  his  family,  expecting  to  remain  there,  on 
account  of  its  affording  a  wider  field  for  practice. 
In  the  spring  of  the  following  year,  notwithstand- 
ing the  fact  of  his  non-residence,  he  was  nominated 
for  Circuit  Judge  of  the  Nineteenth  Judicial  Cir- 
cuit of  Michigan,  comprising  the  four  counties  of 
Mason,  Manistee,  Lake  and  Osceola.  His  term  of 
office  began  on  New  Year's  Day  of  1894,  and  the 
following  May  his  family  joined  him  here. 

James  and  Theodotia  (Merriman)  McMahon,the 
parents  of  the  Judge,  were  natives  of  Ireland  and 
New  York  State,  respectively.  The  former  was 
born  in  County  Down,  and  emigrated  thence  to  the 
United  States  at  the  age  of  sixteen  years.  His 
people  were  Scotch-Irish,  and  Protestants  in  relig- 
ious belief.  About  1834  James  McMahon  came 
to  Michigan  and  was  one  of  the  pioneers  of  Wash- 
tenaw County.  Settling  on  a  farm  of  eighty  acres, 
he  partially  cleared  it,  and  then  bought  a  tract  of 
two  hundred  acres  near  Manchester.  There  he 
died  in  1892,  at  the  age  of  seventy-six  years.  His 
wife  is  still  living  on  the  old  homestead,  which  is 
now  managed  by  her  youngest  son,  Charles.  From 
girlhood  she  has  been  a  member  of  the  Presbyterian 
Ciiurch.  Four  of  her  five  sons  and  one  daughter 
are  still  living.     George  P.  is  a  resident  of  Grand 


Rapids  Mich.;  and  Nellie  T.,  the  only  daughter,  is 
the  wife  of  Dr.  Henry  W.  Schmidt,  of  Chelsea, 
Mich.  Mrs.  McMahon  is  a  daughter  of  Benona 
Merriman,  a  native  of  New  Hampshire.  About 
1840  he  became  a  farmer  of  Michigan,  settling  in 
Manchester  Township,  Washtenaw  County.  His 
death  occurred  at  the  age  of  eighty-four  years. 
He  was  a  man  of  genial  disposition  and  of  good 
old  Puritan  stock,  adhering  to  the  Presbyterian 
Church.  He  was  a  man  of  powerful  build  and 
strength,  and  on  one  occasion,  when  he  met  a 
brother  whom  he  had  not  seen  for  a  long  time, 
he  embraced  him  so  hard  as  to  break  three  of  his 
relative's  ribs.  James  McMahon,  Sr.,  was  a  man 
of  wide  reading,  and  was  so  familiar  with  Burns' 
poems  and  Pope's  translation  of  the  "Iliad,"  that 
he  could  quote  them  almost  in  their  entirety. 

Judge  McMahon  was  born  on  a  farm  in  Sharon 
Township,  Washtenaw  County,  Mich.,  April  17, 
1848,  and  lived  there  until  grown.  His  early  ed- 
ucation was  obtained  in  the  little  old-fashioned 
log  schoolhouse  of  the  period,  but  by  the  time  he 
was  twelve  years  old  he  had  mastered  about  all  to 
be  learned  in  so  humble  a  place.  For  the  next  five 
years  he  had  no  further  advantages,  but  at  the  end 
of  that  time  he  went  for  one  term  to  a  union  school 
at  Grass  Lake,  and  the  following  year  studied 
there  for  two  terms.  Then  came  another  interval 
of  work,  but  no  educational  advancement,  except 
what  he  conld  pick  up  by  himself.  He  was  deter- 
mined to  have  a  collegiate  education,  but  his  father 
opposed  the  plan,  subsequently  modifying  his  opin- 
ion. In  the  fall  of  1871  the  young  man  entered 
the  university  at  Ann  Arbor,  and  in  June,  1875, 
graduated  with  the  degree  of  Bachelor  of  Philos- 
ophy. In  the  Sophomore  year  he  was  Prophet  of 
his  class,  and  one  of  the  editors  of  the  university 
Chronicle.  In  the  graduating  class  he  was  its  poet, 
and  one  of  those  selected  by  the  faculty  on  the 
basis  of  scholarship  to  deliver  a  commencement 
address. 

For  five  months  after  leaving  college,  the  am- 
bitious  young  man  was  obliged  to  confine  him- 
self to  farm  work.  He  saved  his  earnings,  and  at 
the  end  of  that  period  he  had  $100  as  the  result 
of  his  industry.  Coming  to  Ludington,  he  entered 
the  law  office  of  C.   G.  Wing,  December  10,  1875, 
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and  was  admitted  to  the  Bar  March  27,  1877.  He 
iairaediately  began  practice,  and  soon  became  a 
partner  of  his  former  preceptor.  Two  years  later 
their  connection  was  dissolved,  and  Mr.  McMahou 
became  a  partner  of  Judge  Shubael  F.  White.  In 
the  fall  of  1883  Mr.  Wliite  removed  toDuIuth,  and 
for  the  succeeding  five  years  Mr.  McMahon  was 
alone  in  practice.  Roswell  P.  Bishop,  at  present 
Congressman -elect,  then  joined  him,  and  they 
practiced  together  until  New  Year's  Day  of  1892, 
when  Judge  McMahon  received  the  appointment 
of  Assistant  United  States  Attorney  for  the  West- 
ern District  of  Michigan,  his  duties  compelling  him 
to  leave  the  city. 

March  6,  1878,  the  Judge  married  Emma,  daugh- 
ter of  Jolm  and  Maria  (Foster)  Stanchfield.  Two 
children  have  come  to  bless  their  union:  Donald 
J.  and  Joseph  8.,  the  latter  dying  when  about  eight 
years  of  age.  The  parents  are  members  of  the 
Unitarian  Church.  For  three  years  Judge  McMa- 
hon was  Master  of  Pere  Marquette  Lodge  No.  299, 
A.  F.  &  A.  M.,  of  Ludington.  He  is  also  con- 
nected with  the  Knights  of  Pythias,  being  a  charter 
member  of  Imperial  Lodge  of  Grand  Rapids.  He 
has  always  been  a  stanch  Republican. 


<^ 


THOMAS  N.  REYNOLDS,  who  resides  at 
No.  244  Third  Street,  Manistee,  was  born 
in  Cameron,  Steuben  County, N.  Y.,  March 
28,  1828.  He  is  the  son  of  James  R.  and  Rosa- 
mond B\  (Gear)  Reynolds,  natives,  respectively,  of 
Vermont  and  New  Hampshire,  but  for  many  years 
residents  of  New  York,  where  the  former  followed 
the  occupations  of  farmer  and  lumberman,  together 
with  that  of  milling.  At  a  very  early  age  Thomas 
N.  became  familiar  with  every  detail  connected 
with  the  miller's  trade,  and  as  soon  as  old  enough 
worked  in  the  mills  owned  by  his  father,  as  well 
as  those  belonging  to  other  parties. 

Arriving  at  manhood,  Mr.  Reynolds  selected  for 
his  life  calling  the  vocation  with  which  he  was 
most  familiar.     When  twenty-one  years  of  age  he 


assisted  in  building  a  large  mill  at  Williamsport, 
Pa.,  and  in  1854-55  superintended  the  erection 
of  a  large  flouring-mill  in  the  same  town.  As  a 
journeyman  millwright  he  was  employed  through 
various  portions  of  the  East,  his  work  giving  satis- 
faction in  every  instance,  for  he  was  attentive  to 
details  and  thoughtful  in  judgment.  During  the 
years  from  1856  to  1859  he  was  employed  prin- 
cipally in  building  mills  on  Pine  Creek,  in  Penn- 
sylvania, where  the  large  supply  of  lumber  ren- 
dered such  work  necessary  and  profitable.  Hav- 
ing erected  a  mill,  he  continued  its  operation  for 
one  year  as  superintendent. 

In  1859  Mr.  Reynolds  went  to  Owego,  N.  Y., 
where  he  became  superintendent  of  a  machine  shop 
and  bridge  work  for  the  old  Erie  Railroad,  having 
under  his  supervision  some  ten  or  twelve  men. 
During  the  four  years  he  was  thus  employed  he 
introduced  new  machinery,  and  made  a  number  of 
important  repairs.  He  came  West  in  1864,  and 
worked  in  machine  shops  in  Illinois,  spending  one 
season  at  Sterling,  that  state.  Later  he  became  the 
contractor  in  the  erection  of  houses  and  the  re- 
pairing of  mills  at  Oregon,  111. 

It  was  during  the  year  1867  that  Mr.  Reynolds 
came  to  Manistee,  and  his  first  position  here  was 
as  superintendent  of  machinery  for  Tyson,  Rob- 
inson &  Peters,  who  were  owners  of  three  or  four 
mills.  He  had  charge  of  the  machinery  in  all  these 
mills,  and  assisted  in  fitting  one  up,  remaining  with 
the  firm  one  year.  For  two  and  one-half  years  he 
was  associated  with  Gus  Hanson,  the  two  gentle- 
men building  two  sawmills  in  Manistee  and  two 
in  Ludington;  also  rebuilding  after  the  fire  of 
1871  and  1872  the  Eureka  Mill  for  Cushman, 
Calkins  &  Co.,  and  a  sawmill  at  Alpena,  besides  a 
number  of  others. 

During  the  years  1872-74  Mr.  Reynolds  was  in 
Florida,  where  he  built  mills  for  G.  W.  Robinson. 
Again  in  1882-83  he  built  two  mills  for  Mr.  Rob- 
inson, on  Perdido  Bay,  in  Florida.  In  1885-86 
he  erected  a  mill  on  Escambia  Bay  for  another 
firm.  In  1892  he  built  a  shingle-mill  and  salt 
block  for  L.  Sands  on  the  site  of  the  old  "Red 
Mill,"  which  he  had  first  fitted  out  in  1867,  at  the 
time  of  coming  to  Manistee,  and  which  had  been 
burned  in  1889.    At  times  he  has  had  in  his  employ 
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as  many  as  twenty-seven  men,  and  has  conducted 
a  very  extensive  business.  The  mill  at  Ludington 
was  commenced  in  July,  and  was  completed  in  one 
hundred  days,  two  million  feet  of  lumber  being 
cut  in  it  the  fall  of  the  same  year.  All  the  mills 
are  kept  in  first-class  repair,  and  are  built  both  for 
band  and  gauge  circular  saws. 

In  politics  Mr.  Reynolds  is  a  Republican,  and 
in  religious  belief  a  Congregationalist.  June  28, 
1855,  at  Williamsport,  Pa.,  he  married  Miss  Mary 
M.  Merrill,  a  native  of  Cincinnati.  They  are  the 
parents  of  two  sons  and  a  daughter.  The  eldest 
child  IS  Fred  C,  who  is  in  the  real-estate  business 
in  Milwaukee  and  a  member  of  the  Board  of  Trade 
in  that  city.  Rose,  who  was  graduated  from  the 
State  Normal  School  at  Ypsilanti,  is  a  teacher  in 
the  Third  Ward  Scliool  of  Manistee,  and  is  very 
successful  in  the  profession.  Harry  R.,  the  j^oung- 
er  son,  is  bookkeeper  for  the  Union  Lumber  Com- 
pany at  Stronach,  near  Manistee. 


UPT.  ALBERT  JENNINGS.  It  is  a  trite 
but  true  proverb  that  "times  change  and 
we  change  with  them."  This  truth  is  no- 
where better  illustrated  than  by  the  changes  that 
have  been  made  in  the  public-school  system  since 
its  inception.  In  former  years  the  instructor  was 
illy  qualified  for  his  responsible  work  of  training 
the  young  mind,  and  the  knowledge  gained  by  the 
pupils  was  the  result  of  their  own  love  of  learning, 
rather  than  of  any  assistance  rendered  them  by 
their  teacher. 

Now,  however,  it  is  required  that  he  who  guides 
and  trains  the  young  must  himself  be  a  man  of 
broad  learning  and  versatile  talents.  The  teacher's 
work  has  been  elevated  among  the  professions,  and 
those  w^ho  enter  it  must  have  well  trained  and 
well  disciplined  minds,  love  for  children,  and  the 
rare  faculty  of  developing  and  perfecting  their 
crude  thoughts.  Such  a  one  is  Albert  Jennings, 
who  has  been  the  efficient  Superintendent  of  the 
city  schools  of  Manistee  since  1886. 

The  life  which  is  here  sketched  had  a  very  pa- 


triotic start,  for  it  began  on  the  4th  of  July,  1843. 
In  his  native  town,  the  pretty  and  quiet  village 
of  Birmingham,  Mich.,  our  subject  received  his 
primary  education,  and  afterward  became  a  stu- 
dent in  the  Birmingham  Academy.  To  such  good 
purpose  did  he  apply  himself,  that  in  1859,  though 
a  youth  of  only  sixteen,  we  find  him  an  instructor 
of  Latin  and  geometrj^  in  the  academy.  Three 
years  later  he  entered  the  sophomore  class  of  the 
University  of  Michigan,  and  in  1865  he  was  grad- 
uated from  that  institution  with  honors.  After 
teaching  for  one  year  he  returned  to  his  Alma 
Mater  and  entered  the  law  department,  from  which 
he  was  graduated  with  the  Class  of  '68. 

For  the  next  six  years  Mr.  Jennings  was  engaged 
in  school  work,  for  three  years  having  charge  of  the 
schools  of  Lawton,  Mich.,  and  for  the  same  period 
of  time  holding  a  similar  position  in  Allegan.  He 
then  took  up  the  practice  of  the  profession  for 
which  he  had  more  especially  fitted  himself,  and 
for  several  j^ears  was  a  successful  lawyer  of  Grand 
Rapids,  where  he  established  himself  in  a  large 
clientage.  However,  his  interest  in  educational 
work  continued  through  all  these  years.  He  was 
by  nature  a  student,  and  love  of  books  and  study 
led  him  to  accept  the  responsible  position  he  now 
holds.  His  years  of  business  life  have  supple- 
mented in  no  small  degree  his  scholarly  attain- 
ments and  have  contributed  to  his  success.  Along 
the  line  of  mathematics  his  information  is  thor- 
ough, and  probably  no  private  library  in  the  state 
is  better  equipped  educationally,  or  more  steadily 
used,  than  his. 

In  1872  our  subject  married  Miss  Frances  A., 
daughter  of  Rev.  E.  M.  and  Ann  R.  (Robmson) 
Toof,  natives  of  New  England.  Their  only  child, 
Albert  T.,  who  was  born  in  1873,  is  one  of  the 
youngest  graduates  of  the  Manistee  High  School. 
After  a  post-graduate  course  here  and  a  year's 
course  of  study  in  the  Michigan  Agricultural  Col- 
lege, he  taught  one  year  in  the  country  schools, 
and  is  at  present  a  student  in  Harvard  University. 
He  is  an  amateur  athlete  in  college  sports  and 
muscular  exercises,  and  is  a  perfect  specimen  of 
physical  manhood.  In  his  classes  his  standing  is 
very  high. 

Something  of  the  family  history  of  Mr.  and  Mrs. 
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Jennings  may  be  of  interest  to  the  public.  He  is 
the  son  of  Edwin  L.  and  Julia  (McHenry)  Jen- 
nings, natives  of  New  York  State,  who  removed 
to  Michigan  in  1834.  They  settled  in  Birming- 
ham, where  their  remaining  years  were  spent,  the 
mother  dying  there  in  1870,  and  the  father  in  1889, 
aged  eighty  years.  Only  two  of  their  children  are 
living,  Albert  and  Amanda,  the  latter  being  a  resi- 
dent of  Grand  Rapids,  Mich. 

Mrs.  Jennings  was  born  in  New  York  in  1850, 
and  traces  her  genealogy^  with  some  pride,  to  the 
Robinson  family  of  *' May  flower'*  fame.  Her  par- 
ents were  natives  of  New  England,  and  her  father 
was  a  graduate  of  Vermont  University,  his  life 
being  devoted  to  the  ministry  of  the  Presbyterian 
Church  in  New  York  and  Michigan.  To  all  the 
prominent  men  of  that  denomination  he  was  well 
known.  After  many  j'cars  spent  in  ministerial 
work  he  was  obliged  to  retire  on  account  of  failing 
health,  and  his  closing  yearb  were  quietly  spent. 
His  wife,  who  for  many  years  was  his  associate 
teacher  in  academic  work  in  New  York  State,  still 
survives,  being  now  (1895)  seventy-five  years  of 
age.  Her  home  is  in  Decatur,  Mich.  Nothwith- 
standing  her  advanced  years,  she  is  still  a  great 
reader  and  keeps  herself  thoroughly  posted  upon 
topics  of  current  interest. 

In  New  York  State  Mrs.  Jennings  received  an 
academic  education,  largely  under  the  preceptor- 
ship  of  her  parents.  For  many  years  she  has  been 
engaged  in  teaching,  and  while  in  Grand  Rapids 
was  employed  as  assistant  teacher  in  the  high 
school.  At  present  she  teaches  a  primary  depart- 
ment of  the  public  schools.  She  is  also  an  accom- 
plished musician,  and  is  particularly  proficient  in 
church  music.  While  in  Grand  Rapids  she  had 
charge  of  the  church  music,  and  played  the  pipe 
organ  for  several  years  in  the  Division  Street 
Methodist  Episcopal  Church.  On  the  organiza- 
tion of  the  Epworth  League  Assembly  recently  in- 
corporated at  Ludington,  Mich.,  she  gave  instruc- 
tion in  cboir  and  organ  music, and  Superintendent 
Jennings  delivered  several  lectures  on  general  and 
church  history,  embracing,  among  others,  the  topic 
"How  to  Study  History."  This  assembly  has  be- 
come a  national  enterprise,  and  is  a  popular  sum- 
mer resort  for  members  of  the  Epworth  League, 


young  ministers  of  the  church,  and  all  others  de- 
siring to  enter  classes  for  religious  instruction. 
The  beautiful  grounds,  with  ample  hotel  accommo- 
dations, add  largely  to  the  comfort  of  those  who 
choose  to  spend  a  portion  of  the  summer  in  this 
delightful  and  beneficial  manner. 

Personally  Superintendent  Jennings  is  a  man  of 
pure  Christian  character,  gentlemanly  bearing  and 
genial  manners.  In  1894  he  was  named  by  the 
Democratic  part}^  as  their  choice  for  the  responsi- 
ble ofiSce  of  Superintendent  of  Public  Instruction 
of  Michigan,  but  suffered  the  same  fate  as  the  other 
candidates  of  that  political  organization  at  that 
time.  Had  the  whirligig  of  political  fortune 
brought  him  this  position,  the  educational  inter- 
ests of  the  state  would  without  doubt  have  been 
safe  in  his  hands.  Socially  he  is  prominently  iden- 
tified with  the  Masonic  order,  in  which  he  takes 
great  interest.  He  is  a  member  of  Manistee  Lodge 
No.  228,  A.  F.  &  A.  M.;  Manistee  Chapter  No.  65, 
R.  A.  M.;  Manistee  Council  No.  16,  and  Manistee 
Commandery  No.  32,  K.  T. 
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T7>  DWARD  KILLEAN,  owner  of  the  Dun- 
I  C\  ham  House  of  Manistee,  is  one  of  the  most 
popular  hotelmen  of  Michigan,  and  hav- 
ing been  engaged  in  the  business  for  thirty-three 
years  has  gained  a  thorough  knowledge  of  all  its 
details  and  a  large  acquaintance  among  the  trav- 
eling public.  The  Dunham  is  complete  in  all  its 
appointments  and  first  class  in  every  respect. 
There  are  eighty  guest  rooms,  all  heated  with 
steam  and  lighted  with  electricity,  direct  commu- 
nication being  furnished  with  the  ofl3ce  by  means 
of  electric  and  return  call  bells  and  fire-alarm 
system. 

The  writer  is  constantly  on  the  road,  usually 
seeking  the  best  hotels  for  a  temporary  home,  but 
has  never  found  a  better  one  than  the  Dunham  for 
the  general  accommodation  and  comfort  of  its 
guests,  who  are  daily  supplied  with  the  choicest 
products  of  the  markets,  the  forest  and  the  lakes. 
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The  attendants,  of  whom  there  are  thirty,  are  court- 
eous and  attentive.  A  capacious  office  is  only  one 
of  the  many  comforts  to  be  found,  among  which 
may  be  enumerated  the  reading-room,  parlors  and 
librai-y. 

As  may  be  inferred  from  the  foregoing  brief 
description,  the  Dunham  has  the  transient  trade 
almost  exclusively,  and  happy  is  the  commercial 
traveler  if  he  can  make  Manistee  for  Sunday.  The 
proprietor  of  the  hotel,  to  whose  efforts  its  popu- 
larity is  largely  due,  was  born  m  Evans,  fourteen 
miles  from  Buffalo,  N.  Y.,  December  10,  1838.  He 
remained  on  his  father's  farm  until  he  was  twenty- 
one  years  of  age,  at  which  time,  in  1859,  he  came 
to  Michigan  and  settled  in  Grand  Haven,  then  a 
small  frontier  village.  There  he  built  the  Milwau- 
kee, and  afterward  the  Kirby  House,  containing 
sixty  rooms,  and  embarked  in  the  hotel  business, 
continuing  there  until  1880.  Removing  at  that 
time  to  Grand  Rapids,  he  became  proprietor  of  the 
Clarendon  Hotel,  which  he  conducted  until  1893, 
and  in  July  of  that  3^ear  came  to  Manistee.  On 
becoming  the  proprietor  of  the  Dunham  House  he 
remodeled  the  building,  put  in  new  furniture,  and 
made  a  number  of  valuable  improvements,  which 
add  to  the  comfort  of  the  guests. 

While  a  resident  of  New  York  Mr.  Killean  mar- 
ried Miss  Margaret  Sullivan,  and  two  children 
were  born  to  them.  The  son,  John  E.,  is  assistant 
manager  of  the  Dunham.  The  daughter  is  the 
wife  of  E.  B.  Seymour,  a  commission  merchant  of 
Grand  Rapids. 


JULIUS  M.  HUELLMANTEL.  Among  the  en- 
ter prising  business  men  of  Traverse  City  is 
he  of  whom  we  write,  and  who  conducts  a 
merchant-tailoring  establishment.  He  has 
built  up  his  trade  through  honest  and  persistent 
efforts,  the  reliability  of  his  work,  and  his  constant 
endeavor  to  thoroughly  meet  the  wants  of  his  cus- 
tomers. He  keeps  in  stock  a  large  line  of  popular 
novelties  and  standard  makes  of  cloth,  and  is  able 


on  short  notice  to  turn  out  business  suits  or  those 
of  a  more  dressy  character. 

The  father  of  our  subject,  Nicholas  Huellmantel, 
in  his  youth  learned  the  cooper's  trade,  but  has 
been  engaged  in  agriculture  during  the  major  por- 
tion of  his  active  life.  He  is  now  living  in  Traverse 
City,  retired  from  business  and  enjoying  the  fruits 
of  his  former  toil.  A  native  of  Bavaria,  German}^, 
he  came  to  the  United  States  when  a  young  man, 
settling  first  in  Buffalo,  N.  Y.  Later  he  lived  in 
various  localities  until  coming  to  Michigan  in  1854. 
He  is  now  in  his  seventy-sixth  year,  and  still  enjoys 
good  health.  His  wife,  Annie  Margaret,  was  a 
Miss  Clees,  and  their  marriage  was  celebrated  in 
Buffalo,  N.  Y.  She  was  born  in  Luxemburg,  Ger- 
many, and  is  now  sixty-six  years  of  age.  Eleven 
children  were  born  of  their  union,  Julius  M.  being 
the  fourth  in  the  family.  The  others  are  as  fol- 
lows: Frank,  who  died  in  boyhood;  Johanna,  Mrs. 
Conrad  Weisler,  of  this  city;  Alphonzo  D.,who  is 
now  living  here,  but  has  conducted  general  stores 
in  different  parts  of  the  country;  Susan,  Mrs. 
Thomas  Dyer;  John,  who  died  at  the  age  of  twelve 
years;  Louisa,  who  lives  with  her  parents;  Rosa, 
wife  of  Byron  Murray;  Annie,  who  died  aged  twen- 
t3^-one  years;  Alexander,  who  is  operating  the  old 
homestead;  and  Charlotte,  who  died  in  infancy. 

The  early  years  of  our  subject  were  passed  on 
his  father's  farm,  where  he  was  inured  to  hard  and 
active  work  from  childhood.  He  was  born  in 
Perry,  Mich.,  November  13,  1856,  and  after  he  was 
eight  years  of  age  attended  the  common  school. 
He  remained  on  the  old  farm  until  reaching  his 
majority,  when  he  started  out  to  make  his  own  way 
in  the  world.  For  a  year  he  worked  in  a  grocery 
store  in  this  city,  after  which  he  was  employed  by 
an  agricultural  supply  and  implement  house  for  a 
similar  period.  The  following  year  he  worked  for 
H.  Brown,  and  was  then  employed  by  Hannah, 
Lay  &  Co.,  all  of  this  place.  After  a  time  he 
opened  a  shop  for  himself,  and  has  been  quite 
prosperous  in  his  venture. 

May  30,  1881,  Mr.  Huellmantel  was  married 
to  Miss  Theresa  B.  Pohoral,  whose  parents  were 
natives  of  Bohemia  and  early  settlers  of  this  place, 
where  Mrs.  Huellmantel  was  born  in  the  year  1863. 
Six  children,  four  sons  and  two  daughters,  have 
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been  born  to  our  subject  and  wife,  but  two  of  the 
number  have  been  called  to  the  silent  land.  In 
order  of  birth  they  are  as  follows:  Clara  A.;  Francis 
J.;  Guy  A.,  deceased;  Rudolph  A.;  Mary  M.;  and 
Norman  B.,  also  deceased.  The  parents  are  giving 
their  children  good  opportunities  for  obtaining  a 
general  and  also  a  musical  education. 

In  matters  of  political  moment  Mr.  Huellmantel 
is  independent,  but  at  the  same  time  rather  inclines 
to  the  principles  of  the  Democrac3^  He  belongs  to 
the  German  Arbeiter  Verein,the  Catholic  Mutual 
Benevolent  Association,  and  the  Knights  of  the 
Maccabees.  He  and  his  family  are  members  of  the 
Catholic  Church. 


CHARLES  DESPRES  is  numbered  among 
the  successful  business  men  of  Traverse 
City,  having,  through  close  attention  to 
details  and  the  exercise  of  sound  judgment, 
gained  a  large  and  increasing  trade  as  a  dealer  in 
plumbing  and  steam-heating  apparatus.  The  es- 
tablishment of  which  he  is  the  owner  and  propri- 
etor >s  centrally  located  on  Cass  Street.  The  suc- 
cess which  he  has  attained  is  due  to  his  great  ener- 
gy and  perseverance,  and  as  he  is  still  in  the  prime 
of  life,  it  is  but  reasonable  to  suppose  that  his 
prosperity  will  continue  upon  an  increased  scale 
through  the  coming  years. 

The  father  of  our  subject,  Abraham  Despres,  was 
for  many  years  a  pilot  on  the  St.  Lawrence,  run- 
ning from  Quebec  down  the  river.  Though  now 
more  than  eighty  years  old,  he  is  still  hearty  and 
hale,  and,  retired  from  active  business  cares,  makes 
his  home  on  Eighth  Street  in  Traverse  City.  The 
Despres  family  is  of  French  extraction,  but  has 
been  represented  in  America  for  several  gener- 
ations. The  mother  of  our  subject,  known  in 
maidenhood  as  Anastasie  Dion,  died  about  1882. 
Her  family  consisted  of  eight  children,  the  young- 
est of  whom,  a  daughter,  died  unnamed  in  infan- 
cy.    The  others   are  Elzida;  S.  Charles;  Adelard, 


deceased;  Caroline,  who  resides  in  Traverse  City; 
Alma,  also  living  in  this  village;  Arthur,  who  is  m 
the  employ  of  our  subject;  and  Winnifred,  also  of 
this  place. 

The  second  in  order  of  birth,  our  subject  was 
born  at  St.  Michael,  fifteen  miles  from  Quebec,  Feb- 
ruary 5,  1848.  The  first  fourteen  years  of  his  life 
were  spent  at  his  birthplace,  and  he  attended 
school  regularly  from  the  time  he  was  old  enough, 
thus  gaining  a  good  education.  At  the  age  of 
fourteen  he  went  to  Quebec  and  engaged  to  learn 
the  trade  of  a  tinner  and  plumber,  remaining  in 
that  city  two  and  one-half  years.  He  was  natural- 
ly handy  with  tools,  and  mastered  the  business  in 
all  its  details,  becoming  a  skilled  workman.  He 
then  enlisted  in  the  Canadian  militia,  and  was  for 
nine  months  in  the  regular  service,  being  among 
the  troops  called  upon  to  fight  the  Fenians,  when 
they  threatened  to  raid  the  country. 

In  the  spring  of  1866  Mr.  Despres  came  to  Mich- 
igan, and  after  a  sojourn  of  three  weeks  in  Leela- 
naw  County  he  came  to  Traverse  City,  which 
he  has  since  made  his  home.  He  therefore  has 
been  an  eye-witness  of  the  many  changes  wrought 
during  the  last  quarter  of  a  century,  and  has  done 
his  full  share  toward  promoting  the  material  pros- 
perity of  the  town.  Upon  his  arrival  in  this  place 
he  secured  a  position  with  the  Hannah  &  Lay 
Company,  and  so  well  was  every  task  allotted  him 
performed  that  he  continued  with  the  firm  for  fif- 
teen years,  finally  leaving  them  to  enter  business  for 
himself.  He  opened  a  hardware  and  plumbing 
store,  and  after  two  years  by  himself,  associated 
in  business  J.  A.  Montague,  the  connection  contin- 
uing for  a  long  time  satisfactory  and  advanta- 
geous. However,  the  business  grew  to  such  propor- 
tions that  the  partnership  was,  in  1892,  dissolved 
by  mutual  consent,  Mr.  Montague  retaining  the 
hardware  trade,  and  Mr.  Despres  keeping  the  steam- 
heating  and  plumbing  business.  Since  then  he 
has  been  alone,  and  his  trade  has  increased  under 
his  efficient  management. 

By  his  marriage  with  Maggie  Gray,  a  native  of 
Canada  and  a  descendant  of  Scotch  ancestors,  our 
subject  has  two  children,  Alma  and  Winnefred. 
Politicall}^  he  is  a  Republican.  In  the  village  and 
county  he  has  been  an  active,  progressive  citizen, 
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and  his  popularity  has  frequently  been  proved  by 
his  election  to  positions  of  trust  and  honor.  For 
four  years  he  was  Supervisor,  for  a  similar  period 
served  as  Township  Clerk,  held  the  office  of  Vil- 
lage Treasurer  for  two  years,  and  is  now  serving 
his  second  term  as  County  Superintendent  of  the 
Poor.  Since  the  organization  of  the  fire  depart- 
ment, he  has  been  actively  connected  with  it.  Sev- 
enteen years  ago  he  organized  the  first  fire  com- 
pany in  the  county,  and  two  years  later,  upon  the 
organization  of  a  regular  fire  department,  he  was 
elected  Chief,  which  position  he  has  since  held.  He 
has  done  much  toward  perfecting  a  fire  depart- 
ment, but  at  the  present  time  is  considerably  handi- 
capped by  lack  of  sufficient  appropriation  to  render 
the  department  as  effective  as  he  desires,  and  he  is 
earnestly  endeavoring  to  secure  a  laiger  appropri- 
ation, better  service  and  more  facilities  for  pro- 
tection from  fire.  In  this  important  work  he  has 
alwaj^s  been  a  leader,  and  his  opinion  on  the  sub- 
ject carries  weight.  As  a  citizen  he  is  energetic 
and  public-spirited,  and  is  entitled  to  the  respect 
and  regard  of  his  acquaintances. 


WARD  J.  MILLER.  At  ISio.  127  State 
Street,  Traverse  Cit}^  is  situated  the 
establishment  of  which  Mr.  Miller  is 
the  owner  and  proprietor.  Here  may  be  found  a 
complete  assortment  of  agricultural  implements, 
mill  machinery,  wagons,  carriages,  cutters  and  sew^- 
ing  machines.  Of  the  latter,  though  he  carries 
several  lines,  he  makes  a  specialt}'  of  the  "New 
Home.''  Among  his  other  specialties  are  the  A. 
B.  Farquchr  steel  harrows,  the  South  Bend  plows 
and  cultivators,  the  McCormick  harvesting  ma- 
chinery, and  the  Nichols  &  Shepherd  threshing 
machinery.  He  has  been  engaged  in  his  present 
enterprise  for  about  four  years,  and  has  built  up 
an  extensive  trade  throughout  the  entire  county. 
The  grandfather  of  our  subject,  Daniel  Miller, 
deserves  special  mention  as  one  of  the  pioneers  of 


Michigan.  He  was  one  of  eleven  children,  and 
grew  to  manhood  in  New  York,  coming  from 
Geneva  Countj^  that  state,  and  settling  in  Genesee 
County,  Mich.  In  his  new  home  he  opened  roads 
through  the  forests, cleared  the  laud  and  developed 
a  farm.  In  later  years  the  locality  was  known 
as  the  Miller  Settlement.  One  of  the  prominent 
characteristics  of  the  family  is  longevity.  Grand- 
father Miller  and  his  wife  died  on  the  same  day, 
and  were  buried  in  the  same  grave,  he  at  the  age 
of  eighty-two,  and  she  when  seventy-five.  All  of 
their  children  are  now  living  except  one,  who  was 
accidentally  killed. 

Born  in  Genesee  County,  N.  Y.,  W.  B.  Miller, 
our  subject's  father,  came  West  with  his  family, 
and  was  reared  upon  a  farm.  As  the  locality  was 
sparsely  settled  and  schools  few,  he  had  a  very 
limited  opportunity  for  gaining  an  education,  but 
through  reading  and  self-culture  acquired  a  large 
fund  of  valuable  information.  He  married  Cyn- 
thia E.  Johnston,  a  native  of  Livingston  County, 
Mich.,  who  moved  to  Canada  with  her  parents,  and 
subsequently  returned  to  this  state.  She  was  one 
of  a  family  that  consisted  of  eleven  children.  She 
and  her  husband  are  now  making  their  home  in 
Traverse  City,  to  which  place  they  came  in  1894. 
They  have  had  five  child  rem  Mary,  wife  of  Thomas 
Britton;  George,  who  lives  in  Traverse  City; 
Ward  J.;  John  F.,  who  is  employed  by  our  sub- 
ject; and  Delia,  who  died  at  the  age  of  fifteen 
years. 

The  subject  of  this  sketch  was  born  in  Glen  Ar- 
bor, Leelanaw  County,  Mich.,  December  17,  1863. 
He  remained  upon  a  farm  until  seventeen  years  of 
age,  after  which  he  taught  school  for  two  years, 
and  then  spent  a  similar  period  in  the  Flint  High 
School.  The  information  there  acquired  was  sup- 
plemented by  an  attendance  of  one  year  at  Olivet 
College.  After  his  marriage  to  Rebecca  G.  Cate, 
of  Leelanaw  County,  he  moved  to  Traverse  City, 
and  here  for  one  year  engaged  in  selling  sew- 
ing machines.  Later  he  took  the  agency  for  the 
McCormick  harvesting  machinery,  and  still  has 
the  sole  agency  for  this  district.  Without  capital, 
and  in  the  face  of  strong  competition,  he  has  be- 
come the  proprietor  of  his  present  business,  and 
has  gained  a  place  among  the  moneyed  men  of  the 
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town.  This  result  is  due  largely  to  his  tact  in 
business,  and  bis  gentlemanly  demeanor,  which 
wins  him  the  friendship  of  his  patrons.  He  and 
his  wife  hold  membership  in  the  Congregational 
Church,  and  are  active  in  rfcligious,  and  prominent 
in  social,  circles.  They  are  the  parents  of  two 
children,  Arthur  and  Leon.  Fraternally  Mr. 
Miller  is  connected  with  the  Order  of  Maccabees, 
and  in  politics  is  a  tirm  Republican. 
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WILLIAM  S.  ANDERSON,  who  is  well 
known  as  a  funeral  director  and  under- 
taker of  Traverse  City,  is  a  descendant 
of  Irish  ancestry.  His  paternal  grandfather,  James 
Anderson,  was  born  m  the  North  of  Ireland,  and 
in  youth  emigrated  to  the  LTnited  States.  For 
some  time  he  sojourned  in  Pennsylvania,  but  later 
removed  westward  to  Ohio,  where  he  engaged  in 
the  occupation  of  a  farmer.  His  attention  was 
principally  given  to  agriculture,  although  by  trade 
he  was  a  weaver.  He  attained  to  the  advanced 
age  of  seventy-eight  j-ears. 

During  the  residence  of  Grandfather  Anderson 
in  Pennsylvania,  his  son  Samuel,  our  subject's 
father,  was  born.  The  latter  was  reared  upon  a 
farm, and,  becoming  familiar  with  that  occupation, 
devoted  to  it  considerable  attention.  Wiien  eight- 
een years  of  age  he  learned  the  trade  of  a  wagon- 
maker,  and  this  he  followed  until  1861.  At  the 
time  of  the  opening  of  the  Civil  War  he  responded 
to  the  first  call  for  seventy-five  thousand  men  to 
defend  the  Union.  Subsequently  he  served  in  the 
Fifty-first  Ohio  Infantry,  with  which  he  remained 
until  December  15,  1864,  when  he  was  honorably 
discharged.  He  was  a  brave  soldier,  ever  loyal  to 
the  Old  Flag,  and  during  the  three  years  of  his 
service  experienced  many  hardships. 

B\^  his  marriage  with  Margaret  Younker  the  fa- 
ther of  our  subject  had  nine  children,  as  follows: 
H.  H.,  an  attorney  of  Chicago;  Edith,  deceased; 
William  S.;  Jennie,  who  lives  in  Traverse  City; 
Thomas  and  a  brother  next  younger  than  himself, 


both  of  whom  died  in  infancy;  Angeline,  who  is 
with  her  parents;  Samuel,  who  was  drowned  in  the 
Board  man  River,  at  the  age  of  eight  years;  and 
Maggie,  who  is  living  in  Chicago  with  her  brother. 
The  parents  of  this  family  still  survive,  the  father 
being  seventy-five,  and  the  mother  sixty-eight, 
years  of  age. 

Born  at  West  Carlisle,  Coshocton  County,  Ohio, 
May  21,  1850,  the  subject  of  this  sketch  learned 
the  wagon-making  trade  under  his  father's  guid- 
ance. At  the  age  of  sixteen  he  accompanied  the 
family  to  Traverse  City,  where  he  has  since  re- 
sided. His  educational  advantages  were  rather 
limited,  but  he  has  gained  a  broad  fund  of  infor- 
mation through  self-culture.  His  father  having 
some  knowledge  of  the  undertaker's  business,  he 
gained  from  him  many  ideas  in  regard  to  the  oc- 
cupation, and  at  the  age  of  thirty  opened  an  es- 
tablishment of  his  own.  He  soon  learned  the  pro- 
fession in  all  its  details,  and  by  his  tact,  gentle- 
manly manners  and  uniform  courtesy  he  has  won 
the  regard  of  the  people  who  have  sought  his 
services. 

Mr.  Anderson  was  deeply  bereaved  by  the  death 
of  his  wife  in  1890.  This  estimable  lady  was 
known  in  maidenhood  as  Dora  Brockway,and  was 
a  kind-hearted,  industrious  and  helpful  lady, 
wliose  happiness  centered  in  the  welfare  of  her  hus- 
band and  children.  Of  the  latter  there  were  six. 
Lu,  the  eldest,  is  now  deceased,  and  Samuel  was 
drowned  at  the  age  of  six  years.  The  others  are 
Ralph,  Harvey,  Willie  and  Mabel.  In  his  religious 
belief  Mr.  Anderson  is  identified  with  the  Congre- 
gational Church.  He  is  a  Republican  in  politics, 
and  his  father  also  formerly  affiliated  with  that 
party,  but  is  now  a  Prohibitionist. 


/^HARLES    H.    JACKSON.      The   Baldwin 

^  y  Flouring-mill,  one  of  the  flourishing  in- 
dustries of  the  village  of  Baldwin,  was 
built  about  1880,  and  in  1882  became  the  property 
of  Brace  Bros.  At  the  same  time  Mr.  Jackson  be- 
came its  manager.     In  1887  the  latter,  associated 
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with  L.  M.  Smith  as  partner,  purchased  the  mill, 
and  for  six  years  carried  it  on  under  the  firm  name 
of  Smith  &  Jackson.  In  1892  he  succeeded  to  the 
entire  business,  and  since  then  has  been  the  sole 
proprietor.  The  mill  is  run  by  water-power,  and 
has  been  equipped  with  the  latest  improvements 
in  the  way  of  machinery.  The  roller  process  was 
introduced  in  1884,  and  four  years  later  the  capac- 
ity was  doubled,  the  mill  now  turning  out  one 
hundred  barrels  daily.  In  1888  Smith  &  Jackson 
built  an  elevator  with  a  capacity  of  fifteen  thousand 
bushels,  and  this  is  also  owned  by  the  present  pro- 
prietor. 

The  Jackson  family  was  represented  among  the 
early  Colonial  residents  of  New  Hampshire,  and 
several  successive  generations  made  their  home  at 
the  foot  of  the  White  Mountains.  The  grandfa- 
ther of  our  subject,  also  named  Charles,  died  at 
the  age  of  ninety-six,  and  his  wife  when  eighty- 
five;  one  of  their  daughters  attained  the  advanced 
age  of  ninety-nine.  The  parents  of  our  subject, 
Noah  and  A  if  red  ia  (Cobb)  Jackson,  were  natives, 
respectively,  of  New  Hampshu'e  and  Vermont. 
They  were  married  m  New  p]ngland,  and  at  once 
went  to  Canada,  settling  near  Pembroke,  Renfrew 
County,  Ontario,  where  he  engaged  in  the  lumber 
business,  furnishing  squared  timber  for  the  Quebec 
market.  He  continued  to  reside  there  until  his 
death  in  1868,  at  the  age  of  seventy-three;  his  wife 
passed  away  when  seventy-eight.  Their  family 
consisted  of  ten  children,  of  whom  eight  attained 
mature  years,  namely:  Alfredia,  Sophia,  Harriet, 
Elizabeth,  Joseph,  James,  Noah  and  Cliarles  H. 

The  subject  of  this  sketch  was  born  near  the 
town  of  Pembroke,  Ontario,  April  26,  1841,  and 
spent  his  childhood  3^ears  upon  his  father's  farm. 
At  the  age  of  twent3^-eight  he  established  domes- 
tic ties,  being  then  united  with  Miss  Elizabeth 
Quigley,  a  native  of  Pakenham,  Canada.  After 
his  marriage  he  built  a  sawmill  and  a  gristmill,  and 
afterward  learned  the  business  of  a  miller.  In 
1877  he  came  to  the  States,  and  for  a  time  resided 
in  Muskegon,  Mich.,  where  he  followed  the  mer- 
cantile business  until  he  came  to  Baldwin  in  1882. 
He  is  one  of  the  highly  respected  citizens  of  this 
village,  and  has  done  much  toward  promoting  its 
material  prosperity.     He  and  his  wife  had  no  chil- 


dren of  their  own,  but  adopted  a  daughter,  Paul- 
ine, who  is  now  the  wife  of  J.  L.  Hise3\ 

Personally  Mr.  Jackson  is  a  stanch  advocate  of 
temperance  principles  and  a  man  of  good  habits. 
In  politics  he  favors  the  policy  of  the  Republican 
party,  and  upon  that  ticket  he  was  elected  Super- 
visor of  the  township.  His  religious  connections 
are  with  the  Congregational  Church.  As  a  mem- 
ber of  the  Independent  Order  of  Odd  Fellows,  he 
has  passed  all  the  chairs,  and  is  also  connected 
with  the  Encampment  and  the  Patriarchs  Militant. 
Upon  one  occasion  he  represented  his  lodge  as  its 
delegate  to  the  Grand  Lodge.  '  He  is  also  identi- 
fied with  the  Knights  of  the  Maccabees.  In  addi- 
tion to  the  ownership  of  the  mill  he  has  a  farm  in 
Mason  County,  and  is  numbered  among  the  well- 
to-do  and  popular  citizens  of  Baldwin. 


l®^      ^^M)h  ^(i)J 


^ 


/^  EORGE  P.  GARRISON  is  a  contractor  for 
^^f  house  and  sign  painting  and  paper-hang- 
ing, and  commands  a  very  large  and  pay- 
ing tiade.  He  has  been  a  resident  of  Traverse  City 
for  the  past  thirteen  years,  and  has  been  an  inter- 
ested witness  of  its  rapidly  unfolding  progress. 
Among  other  large  contracts  which  he  has  taken 
and  carried  out  satisfactorily  was  the  painting  of 
all  the  stations  and  buildings  belonging  to  the  Chi- 
cago &  West  Michigan  Railroad  Company  between 
Baldwin  and  Bellaiie.  He  is  quite  an  artist  in  his 
line,  and  is  thoroughly  master  of  the  business.  Be- 
ginning life  a  poor  boy,  he  has  worked  his  own 
way  upward,  and  owes  to  himself  alone  the  pros- 
perity which  now  crowns  his  years  of  toil. 

The  father  of  George  P.,  W.  B.  Garrison,  is  now 
a  resident  of  Eaton  Rapids,  this  state,  where  he 
conducts  a  bazaar  and  notion  store.  He  was  born 
in  the  Ke3^stone  State,  thence  emigrated  to  Ohio, 
and  finally  to  Michigan.     He  is  of  Scotch-English 
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descent,  while  bis  wife,  who  bore  the  maiden  name 
of  Mary  Painter,  is  of  English  extraction.  She, 
likewise,  was  born  in  Pennsylvania,  and  by  her 
marriage  with  Mr.  Garrison  has  become  the  Qiother 
of  eight  children.  Tlie  eldest-born,  Jaaies,  is  a 
carpenter  and  builder  at  Montecito,  Cal.,  and  the 
other  children  are  as  follows:  Effie  B.,  Mrs.  A.  E. 
Rice,  of  Eaton  Rapids,  Mich.;  Albert  H.,  whose 
home  is  in  San  Antonio,  Tex.;  Alice,  now  of  Eaton 
Rapids;  Lillie  and  Myrtle,  who  live  with  their  par- 
ents; and  John,  who  died  at  the  age  of  eighteen 
months. 

George  P.  Garrison,  the  second  son  of  his  father's 
family,  was  born  at  Alliance,  Ohio,  May  18,  1858, 
and  at  the  age  o^  one  year  was  taken  to  the  adjoin- 
ing village  of  Mt.  Union,  where  he  received  his 
educational  advantages.  He  learned  his  trade  from 
his  father  wlien  quite  young,  but  has  since  added 
greatly  to  tlie  knowledge  then  gained.  He  left 
home  when  in  his  fifteenth  year,  and  went  to  a 
place  near  Erie,  Pa.,  where  he  worked  at  the  print- 
er's trade  for  a  year.  Thence  going  to  St.  John's, 
Clinton  Count}',  Mich.,  he  was  employed  at  the 
same  business  for  four  years  more.  After  a  short 
time  passed  in  Boyne  Falls,  he  went  to  Boyne  City, 
and,  having  purchased  the  Enterprise^  he  ran  the 
paper  for  about  eighteen  months,  serving  in  the 
various  capacities  of  editor,  type-setter,  printer's 
devil,  etc. 

In  1882  Mr.  Garrison  came  to  Traverse  City, 
and  was  given  a  position  as  foreman  of  the  me- 
chanical department  in  the  ofiice  of  the  Eagle.  Af- 
ter two  years'  experience  he  determined  to  try  his 
hand  at  some  other  business,  and  for  a  year  worked 
for  Frank  Lewis,  whose  interest  he  subsequently 
purchased.  Finding  it  to  his  advantage  to  take 
large  contracts,  he  has  since  conducted  his  business 
in  that  manner,  and  at  all  times  of  the  year  has 
plenty  of  work  on  his  hands.  In  politics  he  is  in- 
dependent, and  chooses  to  use  his  ballot  in  favor 
of  men  rather  than  party  machines.  Fraternally 
he  is  identified  with  the  Order  of  Foresters. 

January  7,  1884,  Mr.  Garrison  was  united  in 
marriage  with  Kate  A.  Clune,  a  native  of  Lucas 
County,  Ohio,  and  daughter  of  Patrick  and  Sarah 
(Bracken)  Clune.  To  our  subject  and  his  wife 
were  born  two  sons  and  three  daughters,  namely: 


Albert,  Effie,  Sarah,  Lloyd  and  Margueret.  Sarah 
died  at  the  age  of  eleven  months.  The  pleasant 
home  of  the  family  is  always  hospitably  open  for 
the  entertainment  of  their  many  sincere  friends 
and  well-wishers. 


JOHN  J.  TWEDDLE,  senior  member  of  the 
firm  of  Tweddle  &  Cross,  attorneys  at  Trav- 
erse City,  is  a  member  of  a  family  that  orig- 
inated in  England  and  has  been  identified 
with  American  history  for  two  generations.  His 
father,  David,  was  for  some  time  engaged  in  farm- 
ing in  New  York  State,  but  removed  thence  to 
Cleveland,  Ohio,  and  was  engaged  as  a  contractor 
in  grading  streets  and  overseeing  work  of  that 
kind.  From  Ohio  he  went  to  Glen  Haven,  on  the 
shores  of  Lake  Michigan,  in  Leelanaw  County, 
where  in  1866  he  took  a  homestead  claim,  and 
from  the  primeval  forests  hewed  out  a  valuable 
farm.  As  the  years  went  by  the  surrounding 
country  became  more  thickly  populated,  railroads 
were  built,  improvements  were  introduced,  and  an 
air  of  civilization  and  prosperity  replaced  nature 
in  its  primitive  aspect.  Now  an  aged  man,  he 
makes  his  home  upon  the  farm  where  so  much  of 
his  active  life  was  passed.  Among  the  people  of 
his  locality  he  is  held  in  the  highest  esteem,  which 
fact  is  evidenced  by  his  repeated  selection  to  oc- 
cupy positions  of  trust.  At  the  present  time  he  is 
filling  the  office  of  Treasurer  of  Leelanaw  County. 
The  mother  of  our  subject  was  known  in  her 
maidenhood  as  Mary  A.  Bell  and  was  born  in  Eng- 
land. There  she  met  David  Tweddle,  who  re- 
turned to  that  country  after  a  prospective  tour  of 
the  United  States.  They  were  married  in  England, 
but  the  greater  portion  of  their  wedded  life  has 
been  passed  in  America.  A  worthy  couple,  they 
are  robust  and  vigorous,  though  he  has  attained 
the  age  of  sixty-five,  and  she  is  fifty-eight  years 
old.  Of  their  nine  children  we  note  the  following: 
Anna  E.,  a  successful  teacher,  died  while  engaged 
at  her  profession;  John  J.  is  the  subject  of  this 
sketch;  David  was  drowned  in  Lake  Michigan,  near 
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Empire,  when  seventeen  years  old;  George  is  liv- 
ing at  Empire,  Leelanaw  County;  Robert  died  at 
the  age  of  three  years;  William  is  with  his  parents; 
Mary  is  the  wife  of  Fred  Hallett,  of  Empire;  Ida 
is  attending  school  at  Traverse  City;  and  Jessie  is 
with  her  parents. 

During  the  residence  of  David  and  Mary  A. 
Tweddle  in  Cortland  Connty,  N.  Y.,  our  subject 
was  born,  July  14,  1859.  When  three  years  old  he 
was  taken  by  his  parents  to  Cleveland,  and  later 
accompanied  them  to  Empire,  Mich.,  where  he 
grew  to  manhood.  In  his  youthful  years  he  aided 
in  felling  the  timber,  grubbing,  and  preparing  the 
soil  for  cultivation.  Though  his  work  was  of  the 
hardest,  he  did  not  neglect  his  mental  culture.  His 
days  were  busily  employed  in  farm  work,  but  his 
evenings  were  devoted  to  the  study  of  law,  for 
which  he  had  a  natural  inclination.  When  twenty- 
three  -years  old  he  came  to  Traverse  City,  seeking 
for  congenial  emplo,yment,  but  found  nothing 
suitable.  lie  started  to  return  home,  and  while  en 
route  to  Leelanaw  County  stopped  one  night  with 
a  man  acquainted  with  the  family.  This  gentle- 
man urged  him  to  apply  for  the  school  in  the 
neighborhood,  and,  acting  upon  his  advice,  he  ap- 
plied for  a  certificate,  passed  a  creditable  examin- 
ation and  secured  the  school. 

This  may  be  said  to  have  been  the  turning  point 
in  the  life  of  Mr.  Tweddle.  As  a  teacher  he  was 
successful,  and  remained  thus  engaged  in  Benzie 
County  for  nine  months.  During  the  following 
years  he  taught  in  an  adjoining  district  for  one 
term,  and  subsequently  was  similarly  engaged  at 
Bingham  for  one  year.  He  then  accepted  a  posi- 
tion as  bookkeeper  with  the  Otter  Creek  Lumber 
Company,  remaining  with  the  firm  for  two  years, 
after  which  he  again  taught  school  for  one  year. 
As  soon  as  the  way  was  open  he  began  the  study 
of  law  (having  secured  a  copy  of  Blackstone  from 
W.  E.  Bailey),  and  engaged  in  mastering  its  intri- 
cacies while  continuing  as  a  teacher.  Meantime 
he  also  owned  and  edited  the  Copemish  Courier, 
a  weekly  newspaper.  As  may  be  imagined,  his 
time  was  fully  occupied  between  teaching  school, 
publishing  a  paper  and  studying  law. 

On  coming  to  Traverse  City  a  second  time  Mr. 
Tweddle  read  law  with  W,  H.  Foster,  a  young  law- 


yer, w^ith  whom  he  remained  for  some  time.  His 
progress  was  very  rapid,  and  he  was  admitted  to 
the  Bar  at  the  July  term  of  1892.  He  then  went 
to  Ann  Arbor  and  studied  in  the  law  department 
of  the  university  until  graduation.  Commencing 
in  practice  at  Traverse  City,  he  was  a  member  of 
the  firm  of  Foster,  Tweddle  &  Crotser  until  Au- 
gust 1,  1894,  when  he  associated  with  himself 
George  H.  Cross,  under  the  firm  name  of  Tweddle 
&  Cross.  On  questions  of  law  he  discriminates 
clearly  and  forcibly.  He  is  a  safe  counselor,  a  man 
of  judgment  and  foresight  profound,  and  deserves 
the  success  which  has  attended  his  efforts.  A  man 
of  eminently  legal  mind,  he  is  an  excellent  judge 
of  law  and  a  correct  interpreter  of  the  statutes, 
and  a  brilliant  future  may  be  predicted  for  him  in 
his  chosen  profession. 

In  politics  Mr.  Tweddle  is  a  Republican,  and 
during  national  campaigns  is  frequently  called 
upon  to  support  his  party  on  the  "stump."  Fra- 
ternally he  associates  actively  with  the  Masons, 
Independent  Order  of  Odd  Fellows  and  the  An- 
cient Order  of  United  Workmen.  When  he  was 
twenty -seven  years  old  he  married  Miss  Delia 
Cooper,  of  Shelby  County,  Ohio,  and  they  are  the 
parents  of  a  daughter,  Elda,  now  six  years  old. 


^♦♦♦♦♦♦♦*5-E 


(Tpr  LBERT  H.  HOLLIDAY,  M.  D.,  C.  M.,  of 
/ — \  Traverse  City,  is  of  Canadian  birth  and 
English  ancestiy.  His  paternal  grandfa- 
ther, Wilford  Hollida}',  a  native  of  England,  was 
a  miner  by  occupation,  and  a  man  of  robust  phys- 
ique and  great  strength,  whose  age  at  the  time  of 
his  death  was  fourscore  years.  His  family  consist- 
ed of  five  sons  and  four  daughters,  among  the 
younger  of  whom  was  Jackson,  our  subject's  father, 
who  was  born  in  England,  and  in  early  life  worked 
in  the  mines.  At  the  age  of  fourteen  years,  ac- 
comj^anying  his  brothers,  he  left  the  land  of  his 
birth  and  went  to  Canada,  where  he  spent  the  re- 
mainder of  his  life  engaged  in  farm  pursuits.  His 
death  occurred  at  the  age  of  fifty-six.  He  was  a 
man  of  energy ,  industry  and  perseverance,  possess^ 
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ing  a  stalwart  physique  and  those  mental  endow- 
ments that  endeared  him  to  the  people  of  his  com- 
munity. 

The  mother  of  our  subject,  a  native  of  Canada, 
bore  the  maiden  name  of  Mary  Jane  Hall,  and  died 
when  forty-six  3'ears  of  age.  Of  her  eleven  chil- 
dren we  note  the  following:  Sarah  Jane  is  deceased; 
Nancy  Ann  is  the  wife  of  George  W.  Still,  of  Can- 
ada; Lewis  Jackson  passed  from  earth  when  thirty- 
one  years  old;  Marcus  James  makes  his  home  in 
Ontario;  Jesse  G.  is  a  resident  of  Bear  Lake,  Mich.; 
Albert  H.,  the  subject  of  this  sketch,  is  the  sixth 
in  order  of  birth;  Joseph  W.  lives  in  Manchester, 
Ontario;  John  A.  died  when  thirt3^-two  years  old; 
Edward  D.  resides  in  Raglan,  Ontario;  George 
Artliur  is  a  leading  dentist  of  Traverse  City;  and 
David  B.,  the  youngest,  is  deceased. 

In  Brooklin,  Ontario,  where  he  was  born  June 
30,  1859,  our  subject  had  such  educational  advan- 
tages as  the  common  schools  afforded.  At  the  age 
of  fifteen  he  entered  the  high  school  at  Port  Perry, 
where  he  conducted  his  studies  for  some  time,  ac- 
quiring a  large  fund  of  miscellaneous  literary  and 
scientific  information.  Upon  the  completion  of 
his  studies  he  began  to  teach  school,  and  for  four 
years  was  thus  engaged.  It  was  not,  however,  his 
intention  to  m.ake  the  profession  of  teaching  his 
life  work.  His  inclinations  from  boyhood  had 
pointed  to  the  study  of  medicine,  and  as  soon  as 
the  opportunity  afforded  he  entered  the  Toronto 
University  Medical  College,  from  which  he  was 
graduated  in  1889.  The  same  year  he  was  also 
graduated  from  the  Ontario  College  of  Physicians 
and  Surgeons,  and  received  his  degree  from  Vic- 
toria University. 

Opening  an  office  in  Bell  wood,  Canada,  the  Doc- 
tor was  fortunate  in  having  success  from  the  be- 
ginning. His  natural  adaptation  to  the  profession, 
and  his  untiring  energy,  contributed  to  bring  him 
more  than  ordinary  success.  After  four  years 
spent  in  Bell  wood,  he  came  to  Traverse  City,  Jan- 
uary 1,  1893,  and  has  here  had  an  increasing  and 
successful  practice.  He  is  progressive  m  his  ideas, 
a  thoughtful  student  of  the  best  medical  journals, 
thus  keeping  abreast  with  the  latest  discoveries  in 
medicine  and  the  ^jroper  application  of  the  same. 
He  is  a  careful  and  indefatigable  student  of  his 


profession,  and  has  attained  a  high  reputation  for 
learning  among  other  practitioners  of  Northern 
Michigan. 

By  his  marriage  with  Charlotte  Shaw,  of  Port 
Perry,  Canada,  Dr.  HoUiday  has  two  children, 
Lewis  Albert  and  Marian  Lucille.  Fraternally  he 
is  a  Mason,  holding  membership  in  Mercer  Lodge 
No.  143,  Ontario;  he  is  also  connected  with  the 
Independent  Order  of  Odd  Fellows  of  Fergus,  On- 
tario. In  the  Canadian  Order  of  Foresters  he  was 
Court  Physician  of  Bell  wood  Lodge  No.  106.  He 
belongs  to  the  Ancient  Order  of  United  Work- 
men, and  is  Master  Workman  of  the  lodge  of 
Traverse  City.  At  present  he  holds  the  position 
of  Court  Physician  in  the  Order  of  Foresters  at 
Traverse  City,  is  a  member  of  the  Knights  of 
Pytliias  Lodge  No.  73,  at  Traverse  City,  and  be- 
longs to  the  American  Protestant  Association.  In 
politics  he  was  a  strong  Reformer  in  Canada,  but 
has  not  yet  identified  himself  with  either  of  the 
leading  parties  in  the  States,  being  rather  inde- 
pendent in  his  views.  Personally  he  is  a  genial 
gentleman,  whose  mental  attributes  are  of  such  a 
high  order  as  to  win  the  confidence  and  esteem  of 
his  patients,  and  whose  fidelity  to  the  duties  of 
citizenship  has  brought  him  the  respect  of  his  fel- 
low-men. He  possesses  many  excellences  of  char- 
acter, and  he  and  his  good  wife  have  gained  many 
friends  in  Traverse  City. 


THEODORE  O.  POTTER,  M,  D.,  a  well 
known  medical  practitioner  in  the  village 
of  Fife  Lake,  has  been  located  here  for 
the  past  ten  years.  He  enjoys  the  congdence  and 
patronage  of  many  of  the  leading  families  of  the 
communit}?^,  and  from  a  financial  point  of  view,  as 
well  as  in  other  respects,  is  making  constant  prog- 
ress. From  his  early  youth  he  manifested  an  un- 
usual aptitude  for  the  profession  which  was  to  be 
his  future  field  of  usefulness,  and  since  forming 
the  decision  to   adopt  this  calling   he  has  never 
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ceased  in  his  efforts  to  become  better  qualified  and 
more  thoroughly  posted  in  the  science. 

The  Doctor's  father,  Oliver  Potter,  was  born  in 
Butler,  Wayne  County,  N.  Y.,  in  1827.  While  re- 
siding in  Monroe  County,  Mich.,  the  Civil  War 
broke  out,  and  he  enlisted  for  service  in  the  de- 
fense of  the  Union,  going  out  from  Monroe  Coun- 
ty as  a  member  of  Company  M,  Eighth  Regiment 
of  Michigan  Cavalry.  His  death  occurred  in  1864, 
at  Meridian,  Miss.,  in  a  rebel  prison.  His  wife, 
Cj^nthia  (Hinds)  Potter,  is  still  living,  and  makes 
her  home  m  Toledo,  Ohio.  Her  only  other  child, 
Alfred,  is  a  locomotive  engineer  in  the  state  of 
Washington. 

Dr.  Potter  was  born  December  8,  1858,  in  White- 
ford  Township,  Monroe  County,  Mich.,  and  was 
reared  to  farm  life,  becoming  familiar  with  all 
kinds  of  outdoor  labor  incident  to  an  agricultural 
career.  This  work,  however,  was  not  much  to  his 
taste,  and  when  quite  young  he  much  preferred 
poring  over  his  books  to  laboring  on  the  farm. 
He  was  an  apt  student,  and  made  rapid  progress  in 
his  school  studies.  At  the  age  of  seventeen  he 
entered  the  homeopathic  medical  department  of 
the  State  University  at  Ann  Arbor,  and  was  grad- 
uated therefrom  June  30,  1881.  For  the  two  fol- 
lowing years  he  clerked  in  a  grocery  in  West  To- 
ledo, Ohio,  but  in  the  mean  time  kept  constantly 
in  view  his  chosen  profession,  and  perfected  him- 
self in  this  direction.  In  1883  he  went  toHolton, 
Mich.,  where  he  engaged  in  practice  alone,  and  at 
the  end  of  two  years  he  came  to  this  place,  where 
he  expects  to  make  his  future  home. 

The  marriage  of  Dr.  Potter  occurred  October  28, 
1879,  at  which  time  he  was  united  with  Miss  Alice 
E.  Vesey,  of  Monroe  County,  this  state.  Their 
union  has  been  blessed  with  two  sons  and  two 
daughters,  named  in  order  of  birth  as  follows: 
Freddie,  Theodore,  Leo  and  Pearl.  Mrs.  Potter  is 
an  accomplished  and  amiable  lady,  and  has  spent 
her  entire  life  in  Michigan.  She  was  born  in  Mon- 
roe County  in  1861,  and  is  the  daughter  of  P^dwin 
and  Angeline  Vesey,  now  living  in  Monroe  Coun- 
ty, Mich. 

In  1890  Dr.  Potter  joined  the  Independent  Or- 
der of  Odd  Fellows,  of  which  he  is  now  Past  Grand 
and  Past  Chief  Patriarch,     He  is  also  a  member  of 


the  Rebekah  Degree.  In  the  Order  of  Knights  of 
the  Maccabees  he  has  been  Commander  for  two 
3^ears,  and  he  is  also  connected  with  the  Independ- 
ent Order  of  Good  Templars.  On  questions  of 
political  moment  his  ballot  is  deposited  in  favor  of 
Democratic  nominees.  In  his  intercourse  with  his 
fellow-men  he  is  at  all  times  affable  and  courteous, 
and  makes  friends  wherever  be  goes. 


FRED  E.  MOORE,  the  well  known  architect 
of  Traverse  City,  was  born  in  East  Sagi- 
naw, Mich.,  October  31,  1864.  He  is  de- 
scended from  the  Anglo-Saxons,  which  people  are 
rapidly  becoming  the  dominant  race  of  the  world. 
For  several  generations  the  family  was  represented 
in  Scotland,  and  there  his  grandfather,  David 
Moore,  was  born  and  reared,  but  removed  thence 
to  America,  making  settlement  at  Acworth,  Sulli- 
van Count}^  N.  H.  His  occupation  was  that  of  a 
farmer,  which  he  followed  in  Kew  Hampshire,  and 
later  upon  a  farm  near  Keesevilie,  N.  Y.  His  death, 
the  result  of  an  accident,  occurred  when  he  was 
about  sixty  years  of  age.  He  possessed  considera- 
ble mechanical  ability,  and  his  talents  in  that  line 
were  often  brought  into  requisition  for  the  service 
of  his  familj^and  friends.  His  wife,  whose  maiden 
name  was  Minnie  Campbell,  attained  the  advanced 
age  of  eighty-three.  They  had  seven  children, 
and  all  are  living  except  one,  who  died  at  the  age 
of  fiftj^-six.  From  this  it  will  be  seen  that  longev- 
ity is  one  of  the  family  characteristics. 

The  eldest  child  in  Grandfather  Moore's  family 
was  Edwin  A.,  who  was  born  at  Acworth,  N.  H., 
November  22,  1829.  His  boyhood  days  were 
spent  upon  a  farm,  and  he  engaged  in  agricultural 
pursuits  until  twenty-one.  Then,  leaving  home,  he 
went  to  Boston,  and  from  there  to  New  York,  be- 
ing for  a  time  promiscuously  and  variously  em- 
ployed. From  his  father  he  inherited  considerable 
mechanical  genius,  which  led  him,  after  settling  in 
East  Saginaw,  Mich.,  to  accept  a  positiorj  as  ship- 
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carpenter.  Some  years  later  be  embarked  in  tbe 
grocery  business,  being  in  partnership  with  a 
brother-in-law  about  three  years.  He  then  taught 
school  for  a  brief  period,  and  also  worked  at  his 
trade,  but  later  became  an  employe  of  the  Flint  & 
Pere  Marquette  Railroad  Company,  with  which  he 
still  remains. 

When  about  twenty-five  years  of  age,  Edwin  A. 
Moore  married  Miss  Ellen  A.  Fox,  a  native  of 
Jamestown,  N.  Y.,  her  ancestors  having  removed 
there  from  Vermont.  Of  their  famil}^  we  note  the 
folio wingi  Edwin  D.  is  an  advertising  agent  at 
Saginaw,  Mich.;  Albert  died  in  childhood;  Hattie 
O.  is  the  wife  of  John  L.  Baldwin,  a  farmer; 
F.  Charles  is  a  carpenter  of  Saginaw;  Willard  H. 
is  agent  for  the  Wabash  Railroad  at  Sidney,  III.; 
Fred  E.,  our  subject,  is  next  in  order  of  birth; 
Harry  P.  lives  in  Pennsylvania;  Orrin  C.  makes 
his  home  in  Saginaw;  Minnie  C.  is  with  her  brother 
at  Sidney,  111.;  and  Lucy  M.,  the  youngest,  is  with 
her  parents. 

The  early  years  of  our  subject  were  spent  in  at- 
tendance at  the  common  and  high  schools.  At  the 
age  of  sixteen  he  went  to  Illinois,  and  was  em- 
ployed on  a  farm  for  two  years.  Returning  to 
Saginaw,  he  secured  a  position  as  clerk  in  a  gro- 
cery store,  where  he  remained  a  short  time.  He 
had  a  natural  inclination  for  drawing  and  archi- 
tecture, and  from  the  time  he  was  eighteen  his 
studies  were  conducted  with  that  object  in  view. 
Two  years  were  spent  with  E.  R.  Prawl,  an  archi- 
tect of  Saginaw,  and  later  he  was  with  D.  K.  Ell- 
ington, an  architect  and  mechanical  engineer.  His 
first  business  upon  his  own  responsibility  was  in 
association  with  E.  Keith,  under  the  firm  name  of 
Keith  &  Moore,  the  connection  continuing  for 
two  years. 

On  his  removal  to  Traverse  City,  Mr.  Moore  was 
first  in  the  office  of  A.  Wait,  a  contractor  and 
builder,  whose  biography  appears  elsewhere  in  this 
work.  After  a  year  thus  spent,  he  opened  his 
present  office,  where  he  conducts  an  increasing 
business,  and  is  fully  prepared  to  execute  any  sort 
of  work  pertaining  to  this  profession.  Though 
he  has  never  worked  with  carpenter's  tools,  he  has 
a  genius  for  architectural  designs  and  drawings, 
^nci  his  excellent  judgment  is  shown  in  the  numer- 


ous conveniently  arranged  and  artistically  de- 
signed buildings  erected  under  his  supervision. 
Among  the  residences  designed  b}^  him  are  those 
of  Mrs.  Barnes,  Frank  Kubeck,  H.  S.  Hull,  Mrs, 
Germaine,  Mr.  Shringley,  Frank  Yotruba,  Charles 
Welhelm  and  others. 

January  21,  1891,  Mr.  Moore  married  Miss  Ada 
F.  Howard,  of  Traverse  City,  Mich.  Politically 
he  is  independent,  with  Republican  proclivities, 
but  is  not  bound  by  party  ties  and  cannot  fully 
endorse  the  position  or  principles  of  either  politi- 
cal organization.  Though  not  a  member  of  any 
denomination,  he  frequently  attends  services  at 
the  Congregational  Church,  and  is  a  regular  con- 
tributor to  its  support.  Socially  he  is  connected 
with  the  Knights  of  Pythias.  He  is  a  genial,  court- 
eous gentleman,  pleasant,  accommodating  and  affa- 
ble, one  with  whom  it  is  a  pleasure  to  meet  and 
converse,  and  one  who  numbers  his  friends  among 
the  best  people  of  Traverse  City. 


TT^  MMOR  O.  LADD,  Register  of  Deeds  of 
I  (^  Grand  Traverse  County,  has  the  distinc- 
tion of  being  one  of  the  few  active  busi- 
ness men  of  Traverse  City  who  are  natives  of  the 
county.  He  has  achieved  distinction  as  an  official, 
and  stands  in  the  front  rank  of  her  business  peo- 
ple; is  a  man  of  public  spirit  and  correctness  in 
fulfilling  any  duty  intrusted  to  him,  and  is  well 
known  for  a  high  degree  of  integrity  in  his 
general  relations.  Mr.  Ladd  was  elected  to  his 
present  responsible  position  in  the  fall  of  1894,  and 
assumed  the  duties  of  his  office  January  1  of  the 
following  year. 

Elisha  P.  Ladd,  father  of  our  subject,  was  an  old 
pioneer  of  this  county,  having  located  here  as 
early  as  1852,  coming  from  the  state  of  New  York, 
which  was  the  place  of  his  birth.  He  was  well  ed- 
ucated, and  for  a  number  of  years  taught  school  in 
connection  with  superintending  the  operation  of 
his  farip   in  the  new  country.     He  settled  at  the 
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Old  Mission,  on  the  narrow  peninsula  between  the 
two  arms  of  Grand  Traverse  Bay,  at  a  time  when 
the  region  was  the  home  of  the  redmen,  and  wild 
animals  gave  the  pioneers  much  trouble.  He,  how- 
ever, was  on  friendly  terms  with  the  savages,  and 
thus  defended  his  home  from  their  encroachments. 
He  was  a  very  prominent  man  in  the  county,  and 
took  an  active  part  in  all  affairs  of  public  concern. 
Being  recognized  as  a  noted  educator,  he  was  soon 
elected  County  Superintendent  of  Schools,  hold- 
ing this  responsible  position  for  a  term  of  four 
years;  and  it  is  tlie  universal  verdict  of  all  those 
who  keep  posted  on  such  matters  that  he  was  one 
of  the  best  which  the  county  ever  had. 

Eiisha  P.  Ladd  married  Mary  Willmarth,  a  na- 
tive of  Utica,  N.  Y.,  who  died  in  1890,  at  the  age 
of  sixty-four  years.  Mr.  Ladd,  Sr.,  is  still  living, 
making  his  home  at  the  present  time  in  Traverse 
City,  by  whose  residents  he  is  held  in  the  highest 
regard.  Of  his  children,  Emmor  O.,  of  this  sketch, 
was  the  eldest;  Rosa  married  E.  M.  Schofield,  and 
makes  her  home  in  Williamsburg;  Fremont  is  de- 
ceased; Jessie  is  at  home;  A.  Judson,  a  graduate 
of  the  State  University,  is  now  Principal  of  the 
high  school  at  Highland  Park,  111.;  and  Cora  is 
now  Mrs.  C.  D.  Plielps,  a  resident  of  Manton. 

The  birth  of  our  subject  occurred  January  5, 
1853,  at  Old  Mission,  this  county.  He  was  reared 
on  the  new  farm,  and,  like  all  other  lads  of  that 
period,  attended  the  district  school.  Being  desir- 
ous of  obtaining  a  good  education,  he  later  sup- 
plemented the  meager  knowledge  gained  in  the 
log  cabin  by  attendance  at  the  State  Agricultural 
College,  from  which  he  was  graduated  in  1878. 

Mr.  Ladd,  after  completing  his  studies,  started 
out  in  life  for  himself,  and,  going  to  Detroit,  en- 
tered the  employ  of  D.  M.  Ferry  &  Co.,  seedsmen. 
He  remained  working  for  them  four  years,  his 
duties  during  the  summer  season  being  in  their  ex- 
perimental gardens,  and  in  the  winter  months  his 
services  were  employed  in  the  mailing  department. 
At  the  expiration  of  the  four  years  he  returned  to 
the  old  homestead,  and  for  a  number  of  years  fol- 
lowing was  variously  employed.  He  later,  how- 
ever, began  teaching  school,  holding  positions  in 
different  parts  of  the  county,  and  in  each  and 
every  district  gave   perfect  satisfaction.     He  was 


thus  emploj^ed  when  elected  to  his  present  office, 
to  which  he  now  gives  his  undivided  attention. 
In  politics  Mr.  Ladd  is  a  Republican,  as  was  his 
father  before  him,  who  cast  his  first  Presidential 
vote  for  William  Henry  Harrison  in  1840. 

The  lady  to  whom  our  subject  was  married  in 
1881  was  Miss  Agnes  Davis,  a  native  of  Monroe 
County,  N.  Y.,  and  whom  Mr.  Ladd  met  in  De- 
troit, while  in  the  employ  of  D.  M.  Ferry  &  Co. 
Four  children  have  been  born  to  them,  of  whom 
two  died  in  infancy  in  1886.  Those  surviving 
are  Clarence,  aged  twelve  years,  and  Zema,  who  is 
two  years  old. 

In  religious  affairs  Mr.  Ladd  and  his  wife  are 
regular  attendants  and  members  of  the  Baptist 
Church,  and  they  are  both  much  esteemed  in  that 
relationship.  Mr.  Ladd  has  always  been  active  in 
church  work,  and  while  living  at  Old  Mission  was 
Superintendent  of  the  Congregational  Sunday- 
school,  and  was  greatly  beloved  by  the  children. 
He  is  a  Granger,  and  is  Master  of  the  County 
Grange,  which  position  he  has  held  for  four  years. 
He  has  also  held  other  important  offices  in  the 
same.  He  is  a  wide-awake  man,  who  not  only 
works  for  his  own  advancement,  but  also  for  the 
advancement  of  his  county,  and  such  citizens  will 
make  the  success  of  any  section. 


IM^..|^e^--^ 


S^^T^^ 


(rn^  NTOINE  E.  C ARTIER  is  President  of  the 
/ — \  Cartier  Lumber  Company,  of  which  George 
R.  Cartier  is  Vice-President,  and  Warren  A. 
Cartier  Secretary  and  Treasurer.  The  specialty 
of  the  firm  is  lath  and  shingles,  besides  general 
lumber  supplies.  For  two  years  our  subject  was 
Mayor  of  Ludington,  and  for  two  terms  has  served 
as  Alderman  from  the  Second  Waid.  His  influ- 
ence and  means  have  been  used  time  and  again 
in  the  development  of  new  industries  and  infant 
enterprises.  Among  other  concerns  in  which  he 
is  now  interested  are  the  following:  the  Ashland 
Lumber  Company,  of  Ashland,  Wis.;  the  Cartier 
Enameling    Company;    the  Central  Package    and 


256 


PORTRAIT   AND   BIOGRAPHICAL   RECORD. 


Basket  Company;  the  Crawford  &  Manistee  Rail- 
road Company,  and  the  Citizens'  Development 
Company, of  all  of  which  organizations  he  is  Presi- 
dent. Of  the  following  he  is  Yice-President:  the 
Northern  Michigan  Transportation  Company;  the 
Ketcham  Lumber  Company,  of  Chicago;  and  the 
Ketcham    Steamboat  Company,  of  the  same  city. 

In  tracing  the  ancestry  of  the  gentleman  above 
mentioned  we  find  that  his  paternal  grandfather, 
John  Baptiste  Cartier,  emigrated  from  France  to 
Canada  in  early  times,  and  during  the  Colonial 
war  for  independence  was  a  soldier  in  the  Brit- 
ish service.  He  lived  to  the  very  old  age  of  one 
hundred  and  eight  years.  His  family  numbered 
ten  children.  The  maternal  grandfather  of  our 
subject  also  reached  an  extreme  old  age,  his  death 
occurring  when  he  was  in  his  one  hundred  and 
seventh  year.  He  bore  the  name  of  Alexis  Cour- 
chine,  and  was  a  native  of  Three  Rivers  County, 
Canada.  He  was  a  man  of  very  temperate  habits, 
and  owed  to  his  out-door  life  and  strong  constitu- 
tion his  long  career  of  usefulness.  In  personal 
appearance  he  was  five  feet,  four  inches  in  stature, 
and  weighed  about  one  hundred  and  eighty  pounds. 
He  was  a  devout  member  of  the  Catholic  Church. 

Like  his  father  before  him,  John  Baptiste  Cartier, 
Jr.,  was  a  farmer.  He  was  born  at  Bancoure, 
Canada,  near  Three  Rivers  City.  For  his  wife  he 
chose  Miss  Rosalie  Courchine,  a  native  of  Bor- 
quite,  Canada,  and  twelve  sons  and  three  daughters 
came  to  bless  their  union,  but  only  five  are  liv- 
ing: Olive,  Mrs.  John  DeMarse,  of  Chippewa  Falls, 
Wis.;  Ovid,  of  Three  Rivers  County,  Canada;  An- 
tolne  E.;  Leon,  of  Minnesota;  and  Jude,  of  Man- 
istee, Mich.  The  father  died  in  Canada  at  the 
age  of  sixty-six  years,  and  his  wife,  who  died  in 
1878,  was  in  her  ninety-seventh  3^ear.  Her  mother 
also  lived  to  be  very  old,  dying  at  the  age  of  one 
hundred  and  four  years.  Both  she  and  her  hus- 
band were  members  of  the  Catholic  Church.  The 
latter  was  in  the  British  service  in  the  War  of  1812. 

Antoine  E.  Cartier  was  born  in  Three  Rivers 
County,  Canada,  May  16,  1836,  and  was  brought 
up  on  a  farm.  His  father  dying  when  he  was  six- 
teen years  old,  the  youth  struck  out  into  the  world 
to  make  his  own  living.  He  first  went  to  the 
squared-timber  camp  in  Canada    West,  thence  to 


Quebec,  and  in  the  fall  of  1852  landed  in  Chicago. 
He  did  not  long  remain  there,  but  proceeded  to 
Manistee,  where  during  the  winter  he  was  employed 
in  lumbering,  and  in  summer  time  worked  in  a 
sawmill.  At  the  end  of  two  years  he  returned 
home  on  a  visit,  and  subsequently  worked  for  four 
years  more  as  formerly.  The  next  fifteen  years  he 
carried  out  contracts  for  separating  logs  for  differ- 
ent firms  in  the  river  drives.  In  the  mean  time  he 
bought  a  sawmill,  which  he  ran  in  addition  to  his 
other  business.  It  was  then  known  as  the  Demp- 
sey,  Cartier  &  Co.  Mill,  but  now  belongs  to  the 
Manistee  Lumber  Company. 

In  1877  Mr.  Cartier  and  his  partner,  Mr.  Demp- 
sey,  took  a  five-year  contract  to  drive  logs  on  the 
river  at  Ludington,  but  at  the  end  of  two  years 
our  subject  purchased  the  other's  interest  and  at 
the  same  time  invested  with  Frank  Filer  in  the 
business  which  was  known  as  the  Cartier  &  Filer 
Lumber  Company,  which  continued  in  operation 
until  1882.  Mr.  Cartier  also  bought  a  half-inter- 
est in  the  Foster  &  Stanchfield  Sawmill  in  1879. 
In  1882  he  purchased  the  Allen  &  Goodsell  Mill, 
which  was  burned  July  28,  1893. 

On  the  3d  of  December,  1859,  Mr.  Cartier  mar- 
ried Eliza  Ann,  daughter  of  William  S.  and  Mary 
(Kellogg)  Ayers.  Six  sons  and  three  daughters 
have  been  the  result  of  their  union.  -Rosalie  be- 
came the  wife  of  Charles  W.  Spear,  of  Wooster, 
Ohio,  and  has  one  child,  George  W.  Louis  A.  is 
married  and  is  in  the  lumber  business  at  Ashland, 
Wis.  Warren  A.  married  Catherine  Dempsey, 
and  their  three  children  are  named:  Warren  Ra- 
phael, Morgan  J.  P.  and  Vincent.  Ida  J.  married 
W.  S.  Taylor,  and  has  a  little  daughter,  Ida  Marie. 
George  W.  wedded  Emma  L.  Gaudette.  William 
E.  married  Ara  May  Warner,  by  whom  he  has  a 
son,  Antoine  E..  Jr.  The  other  children  are  Des- 
eree,  Charles  E.  and  Eliza  A.,  the  latter  of  whom 
is  deceased. 

Religiously  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Cartier  are  members 
of  the  Catholic  Church,  and  the  former  is  a  Trus- 
tee. In  political  faith  he  is  a  Democrat.  Besides 
his  fine  residence  property  in  Ludington,  he  owns 
extensive  tracts  of  farm  and  timber  land  in  the 
county. 

The  eldest  sister  of  our  subject  was  Stisele,  wife 
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of  Joseph  Gran  pre.  She  died  in  September,  1891, 
at  the  age  of  seyenty-seven  years.  The  eldest 
brother,  Deserce,  died  at  his  home  in  Maskinonge, 
Canada,  December  21,  1894,  aged  seventy-four 
years.  Another  brother,  John  Baptiste,  a  farmer 
and  lumberman,  died  at  St.  Barthelemi,  Canada, 
March  5,  1890,  when  in  his  sixty-eighth  year. 


^^♦♦♦♦i 
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ILAS  SLAGHT  is  known  far  and  wide  as 
the  oldest  merchant  of  Mason  County. 
For  the  past  quarter  of  a  century  he  has 
been  engaged  in  business  continuously  in  Luding- 
ton.  His  well  appointed  store  is  located  at  No. 
123  South  James  Street,  where  may  be  found  gro- 
ceries and  notions,  crockery,  glassware,  toys,  etc. 
Though  born  and  reared  in  Canada,  he  has  been  an 
inhabitant  of  Michigan  for  thirty-three  years,  and 
has  been  a  witness  of  most  of  its  growth  and  pros- 
perity. 

The  great-grandfather  of  our  subject  was  a  na- 
tive of  Holland,  and  the  grandfather.  Job  Slaglit, 
was  born  in  New  Jersey,  and  was  a  soldier  in  the 
War  of  the  Revolution.  He  married  a  Miss  John- 
son, of  English  birth,  by  whom  he  had  five  sons 
and  several  daugliters,  the  youngest  of  whom  lived 
to  the  age  of  seventy-nine  years,  while  the  others 
ranged  in  age  from  eighty  to  ninety-seven  years 
at  the  time  of  their  deaths.  One  of  the  daugh- 
ters was  Sarah,  who  married  John  Barber;  another 
daughter,  Betsey,  became  the  wife  of  Ezra  Parney, 
and  had  twenty-one  children,  among  whom  were 
three  sets  of  twins;  and  another,  Polly,  married 
John  Messiker. 

Job  Slaght,  the  father  of  our  subject,  was  born 
in  New  Jerse}^,  and  removed  to  Canada  nearly  a 
hundred  years  ago.  He  died  there  when  nearly 
seventy-nine  years  of  age.  His  first  wife  was  a 
second  cousin  by  the  name  of  Slaght.  She  bore 
him  three  sons  and  three  daughters:  Philip,  who 
died  at  the  age  of  eighty-five  years;  Lovina  Cul- 
ver, who  lived  to  reach  her  eighty-fifth  year;  Ma- 


thias,  who  died  at  the  age  of  eighty-five  years; 
Hannah,  who  was  the  wife  of  Deacon  Barber,  of 
Boston,  and  died  when  nearly  eighty-five  years  of 
age;  Darias,  who  lived  till  his  sixty-third  year;  and 
Lydia,  who  became  the  wife  of  Hiram  Barber,  and 
died  after  passing  her  sixty -eighth  birthday.     The 
second  wife  of  Job  Slaght  was  Elizabeth  Mills,  of 
Irish  descent,  but  born  in  Pennsylvania,  and  who 
survived  her  husband  many  years,  dying  in  1886, 
when  two  months  over  eighty-five  years  of  age. 
She  was   the    mother  of    the  following  children: 
Silas;  Louisa,  deceased,  the  wife  of  Horace  Schuy- 
ler; Hiram;  James;  John;  Melinda,  widow  of  Abra- 
ham Messicker;  Israel;  Job;  Elenor,  wife  of  Squire 
Brooks;  and  Levi.     The  father  of  Mrs.  Elizabeth 
Slaght  bore  the  name  of  John  Mills.     A  native  of 
Pennsylvania,  he  removed  to  Canada  at  an  early 
day,  and  there  spent  the  remainder  of  his  life  in 
agricultural  pursuits.     He  was  a  soldier  in  the  Co- 
lonial War.    When  he  was  &event3^-six  years  of  age 
he  married  his  second  wife,  with   whom  he  lived 
for  about  ten  years.     His  death  occurred  when  he 
was  in  his  eighty-sixth  year.     The  brothers  of  Mrs, 
Slaght  were:  John  Mills,  who   died  at  the  age  of 
eighty-five  years;  Seely,  Abraham  and  Isaac. 

Silas  Slaght  was  born  in  Waterford,  Norfolk 
County,  Canada,  January  23,  1821,  and  passed  the 
first  thirt}^  years  of  his  life  in  that  country.  In  1851 
he  settled  in  Fentonville,  Mich.,  where  he  lived 
for  three  years.  The  following  j^ear  he  passed  in 
traveling,  and  was  a  resident  of  various  places  un- 
til 1865,  when  he  landed  in  Ludington  with  a  team 
of  horses  and  a  wagon,  a  few  household  goods 
and  $28.  Immediately  locating  at  a  point  about 
seven  miles  from  this  place,  he  carried  on  a  general 
store  for  nearly  five  years,  four  years  of  which 
time  he  was  Postmaster  under  President  Lincoln. 
Before  leaving  Canada  he  had  lost  a  fortune  of 
about  $40,000  and  had  to  begin  all  over  again. 
He  succeeded  from  the  first,  and  made  $10,000 
during  the  five  years  he  passed  in  the  store  situ- 
ated in  the  midst  of  the  forest.  In  1870  he  opened 
a  general  store  on  Ludington  Avenue,  where  he 
did  business  for  ten  years  with  varying  success. 
Since  1892  he  has  operated  the  store  at  his  present 
location. 

The  first  wife  of  our  subject  was  Miss  Rhoda  A., 
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daughter  of  Joseph  and  Rhoda  (Carnes)  Wicks. 
Eight  children  were  born  of  this  union.  Cyrenius, 
Rhoda  and  Hugh  are  the  only  ones  living,  and  the 
others  were  Duncan,  Charity,  Emily,  Job  and  Na- 
than. By  his  mariiage  with  Mrs.  Arviila  (Smed- 
ley)  Haines,  Mr.  Slaght  had  five  children:  Blanch, 
Harrison,  Silas,  George  and  Lillie.  After  parting 
from  Mrs.  Arviila  Slaght  our  subject  married  Alice 
Wheaten.  His  present  wife  was  Mrs.  Melissa,  wid- 
ow of  Isaac  H.  Mankin,  and  daughter  of  Washing- 
ton and  Martha  (Powers)  Newton.  By  her  former 
marriage  she  became  the  mother  ot  two  daughters. 
Jessie  married  Elmer  Patterson,  of  Ludington,  and 
Bessie  is  at  home. 

In  Canada  Mr.  Slaght  belonged  to  the  political 
party  known  as  Clear  Grit,  and  after  his  arrival 
in  America  was  a  Republican  for  a  time,  but  of 
late  years  has  adhered  to  the  Democracy.  He  is  a 
Master  Mason.  Religiously  he  is  a  Christian  Sci- 
entist. 


<  X  <r)lLLIAM  W.  SMITH.  With  the  prog- 
\/\/  ress  and  development  of  Traverse  City 
Mr.  Smith  has  for  a  number  of  years 
been  intimately  associated.  He  occupies  the  re- 
sponsible position  of  superintendent  of  the  Han- 
nah, Lay  &  Co.  Flouring-mill,  in  which  capacity 
he  has  served  since  1885.  However,  he  had  been 
in  the  emplo}?^  of  Hannah,  Lay  <fe  Co.  for  some 
years  previous  to  that,  and  by  his  industry,  sound 
common-sense  and  excellent  judgment  had  com- 
mended himself  to  his  employers.  His  promotion 
to  his  present  position  attested  their  appreciation 
of  his  fidelity  and  devotion  to  their  interests,  and 
was  an  honor  of  which  he  was  deserving. 

The  parents  of  our  subject,  William  W.  and  Ada 
(West)  Smith,  were  born  in  New  York  State  and 
traced  their  ancestry  to  England.  His  father,  who 
for  some  time  held  the  position  of  foreman  in  a 
grain  elevator  at  Oswego,  N.  Y.,  was  accidentally 
killed  at  that  place  in  1859,  being  then  about 
forty-one  years  of  age.     His  widow,  who  still  sur- 


vives, makes  her  home  in  Elk  Rapids,  Mich.  Their 
family  comprised  three  sons,  of  whom  our  subject 
is  the  eldest.  Frank,  the  second  in  order  of  birth, 
is  employed  as  foreman  for  the  Oval  Wood  Dish 
Company.  David,  the  youngest,  died  at  the  age 
of  about  twenty  years,  in  California,  to  which  state 
he  had  gone  in  the  vain  endeavor  to  regain  health. 

The  birth  of  our  subject  occurred  in  Constantia, 
Oswego  County,  N.  Y.,  August  22,  1849.  The 
rudiments  of  his  education  were  obtained  in  that 
place,  where  he  remained  until  eleven  years  of  age. 
In  1860,  the  year  following  his  father's  death,  he 
came  to  Traverse  City,  and  for  some  years  there- 
after was  a  student  m  the  schools  of  this  village. 
Desirous  of  becoming  self-supporting,  in  1863  he 
began  to  work  in  a  sawmill  owned  by  Hannah,  Lay 
&  Co.,  his  task  being  that  of  carrying  slabs  and  do- 
ing the  work  incident  to  such  an  occupation.  One 
year  was  thus  spent,  after  which  he  became  cabin- 
boy  on  the  old  "Alleghany,"  a  steamboat  belong- 
ing to  Hannah,  Lay  &  Co.,  and  remained  one  year 
on  the  vessel. 

Going  to  Chicago  in  1865,  Mr.  Smith  spent  five 
years  in  that  city,  where  he  learned  the  trade  of 
brass-finishing  thoroughly.  On  his  return  to  Trav- 
erse City  he  resumed  work  in  a  sawmill,  and  also 
found  employment  in  the  lumber  regions.  An  in- 
dustrious, active  young  man,  he  had  no  trouble  in 
finding  work,  for  his  steady  habits  and  energy 
were  well  known  among  the  people  of  Grand 
Traverse  County.  For  three  summers  he  was  stew- 
ard on  the  steamboat  "City  of  Traverse,"  belong- 
ing to  Hannah,  Lay  <fe  Co.  In  1874  he  accepted  a 
position  in  the  grocery  department  of  the  store 
owned  by  the  same  firm,  and  so  satisfactory  was 
his  work  that  he  was  retained  for  ten  years  in 
the  position  of  salesman.  In  1884  he  entered  the 
mill,  of  which  he  was  made  superintendent  the 
following  year.  As  a  business  man  he  is  genial, 
courteous,  trustworthy,  fair  in  all  his  dealings  and 
energetic  in  the  discharge  of  every  duty. 

In  1873  Mr.  Smith  and  Miss  Susan  Reynolds 
were  united  in  marriage.  Seven  children  were 
born  of  this  union,  one  of  whom  died  in  infancy. 
The  others,  Ada,  Jennie,  William,  Grace,  Jay  and 
Helen,  have  been  given  excellent  advantages  and 
prepared  for  useful  positions  in    the   social   and 
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business  world.  The  two  eldest  daughters  are 
gradviates  of  the  high  school,  members  of  the  Con- 
gregational Church,  and  popular  among  the  young 
people  of  the  place.  In  his  political  relations  Mr. 
Smith  is  a  Republican,  and  fraternally  affiliates 
with  the  Masons  and  the  Independent  Order  of 
Odd  Fellows,  being  Fast  Grand  of  his  lodge. 


@^^@l^^^ 


I  EANDER  WEAVER,  one  of  the  able  at- 
I  O  torneys  of  Manistee,  has  risen  to  his  pres- 
ent position  by  the  hardest  toil  and  en- 
deavor, and  deserves  the  prosperity  which  he  now 
enjoys.  Under  the  most  unfavorable  circumstan- 
ces his  entire  legal  education  was  obtained,  but  he 
is  not  one  of  those  who  are  easily  discouraged,  and 
the  difficulties  in  his  way  but  added  zest  to  his 
pursuit  of  knowledge.  He  is  one  of  Michigan's 
native  sons,  as  his  birth  occurred  on  a  farm  in 
Branch  County,  September  9,  1856. 

The  parents  of  our  subject  were  Henry  and  Ann 
(Croninger)  Weaver,  natives  of  Pennsylvania  and 
Ohio,  respectively.  For  many  generations  both  the 
Weaver  and  Croninger  families  have  been  estab- 
lished in  the  United  States,  and  both  the  paternal 
and  maternal  grandfathers  of  our  subject  were 
loyal  and  gallant  defenders  of  the  rights  of  the 
Colonists,  and  participated  in  the  War  of  the  Rev- 
olution. Henry  and  Ann  Weaver  were  the  parents 
of  nine  children,  of  whom  Leander  is  the  youngest. 
The  others,  who  are  all  living,  are  residents  of 
Branch  County,  Mich.  The  father  has  passed  to 
the  silent  land,  but  the  mother  is  living  with  her 
children.  One  of  her  sons,  Calvin,  was  a  soldier 
during  the  late  war  and  was  honorably  discharged 
at  the  close  of  the  Rebellion.  Henry  Weaver  was 
born  in  1813,  and  his  wife  some  five  3^ears  later. 
They  were  married  in  the  Buckeye  State,  where 
the^^  continued  to  reside  for  some  years  afterward. 
In  1854  Mr.  Weaver  came  to  Michigan  and  bought 
wild  land  in  Gilead  Township,  Branch  County, 
and  there  improved  a  homestead,  on  which  his 


death  occurred  some  ten  years  later.     The  farm  is 
now  managed  by  his  son  Allen. 

Until  he  was  twenty-two  years  of  age  Leander 
Weaver  gave  his  attention  principallj^  to  farming, 
and  during  the  winter  terms  attended  the  district 
school  in  the  vicinity  of  his  home.  For  some  time 
he  pursued  his  higher  studies  at  Hillsdale  College, 
but  was  unable  to  complete  the  course.  Going  to 
Cold  water,  he  learned  the  carpenter's  trade,  and 
for  the  next  eight  years  worked  industriously  at 
his  vocation.  During  his  necessitated  idleness  in 
severe  weather  he  em})loyed  his  time  well  in  read- 
ing law,  and  was  assisted  toward  the  goal  of  his 
ambition  by  Judge  Charles  N.  Legg.  In  1886  he 
removed  from  Cold  water  to  Bear  Lake,  this  coun- 
ty, and  two  years  afterward  came  to  Manistee. 

April  1,  1889,  Mr.  Weaver  was  appointed  Dep- 
uty State  Oil  Inspector,  under  Henry  D.  Piatt,  for 
the  Seventeenth  District  of  Michigan,  and  contin- 
ued to  serve  in  that  capacity  until  the  close  of  Mr. 
Piatt's  term,  in  July,  1891.  During  this  period  he 
was  also  a  clerk  in  the  office  of  Niskern  &  Withey, 
attorneys.  He  was  admitted  to  the  Bar  June  15, 
1891,  and  at  once  opened  an  office  for  the  practice 
of  his  profession.  He  is  not  a  politician  in  the 
usual  sense,  but  is  a  true  Republican,  and  has  al- 
ways supported  the  party  since  casting  his  first 
ballot.  In  his  religious  views  he  is  bberal  and 
does  not  conform  to  any  creed,  nor  is  he  identified 
with  any  denomination,  but  strives  to  do  the  right 
thing  by  his  fellow-men,  and  to  hold  their  inter- 
ests paramount  to  his  own.  Fraternally  he  is  a 
member  of  the  Odd  Fellows'  society,  belonging  to 
Manistee  Lodge  No.  121.  He  is  connected  with 
the  Knights  of  the  Maccabees  as  a  member  of  Bock- 
stanz  Tent  No.  370. 

Before  going  to  Cold  water  Mr.  Weaver  was 
united  in  marriage  with  Miss  Emma  Burcaw,  a  na- 
tive of  Williams  County,  Ohio,  born  March  13, 
1858.  Her  parents,  Emsia  and  Mary  Ann  Burcaw, 
were  natives  of  the  Buckeye  State.  The  former  is 
deceased,  but  the  latter  is  now  living  with  her  chil- 
dren. Five  children  came  to  bless  the  home  of 
Mr.  and  Mrs.  Weaver,  but  two  of  the  number  have 
been  called  to  the  better  land.  The  eldest  son, 
Clarence,  born  November  10,  1879,  died  January 
21,  1887,  and  Nora,  born  October  5,  1884,  died  on 
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the  same  day  as  did  her  brother,  both  as  the  result 
of  that  justly  dreaded  disease,  scarlet  fever.  Gracie 
was  born  May  10,  1887;  Mabel,  July  1,  1889;  and 
Lawrence,  November  26,  1891. 


r~y  EORGE  R.  GIESMAN  has  a  real-estate, 
kjf  loan  and  insurance  office  at  No.  74  Oak 
Street,  Manistee,  and  has  been  prominent 
in  the  historj'  of  this  city  for  over  twenty-five 
years.  In  1874  he  was  elected  to  the  position  of 
City  Recorder  and  Clerk,  and  four  years  before 
had  been  chosen  to  till  the  last-named  place.  Soon 
after  his  second  election  he  began  representing 
several  insurance  companies  in  connection  with  his 
other  business.  In  1883  he  was  elected  Justice  of 
the  Peace,  being  the  only  Republican  elected  to  fill 
a  city  office.  In  1875  he  was  acting  Mayor  during 
most  of  the  year,  and  in  1885  was  elected  City 
Tieasurer.  The  following  year  he  was  a  candidate 
for  the  same  position,  but  was  defeated  by  fraud. 
The  parents  of  George  R.  are  George  and  Mar- 
garet (Wendell)  Giesman,  both  natives  of  Ger- 
many. The  father  emigrated  to  America  in  his 
youth, coming  alone  when  about  thirteen  years  old. 
The  mother  accompanied  her  parents,  who  located 
in  Buffalo.  The  marriage  of  George  Giesman  and 
wife  was  celebrated  in  Ohio,  and  the  early  years  of 
their  union  were  passed  in  the  town  of  Huron, 
from  where  they  later  removed  to  Detroit.  Mr. 
Giesman  assisted  in  building  the  first  lighthouse 
at  Mackinaw,  his  business  being  that  of  a  stone  and 
brick  work  contractor.  Before  the  birth  of  our 
subject  the  family  returned  to  Huron,  Ohio,  and  in 
1842  the  parents  settled  in  Milwaukee.  For  about 
three  yeais  Mr.  Giesman  worked  at  the  shoemaker's 
trade,  which  he  had  learned  in  his  native  land,  but 
ultimately  resumed  his  contract  work.  He  built 
the  original  St.  Charles  Hotel  on  Market  Square, 
Milwaukee,  the  first  Pabst  Brewery,  the  fine  resi- 
dence of  Mr.  Adler,  the  Baumal  k  Conrad  Block 
(Mr.   Giesman   being  the    original  owner  of    the 


block)  and  the  Stam  Block.    He  also  had  charge  of 
all  of  the  masonry  on  the  LaCrosse  Railroad. 

The  family  of  George  Giesman  and  wife  com- 
prised five  sons  and  five  daughters.  Four  of  the 
latter  died  in  early  childhood  or  infancy,  and  the 
other,  Catherine,  became  the  wife  of  Henry  Meislin. 
and  died  in  Apple  ton.  Wis.,  in  1880,  at  the  age  of 
about  forty-five  years.  David  died  December  28, 
1893.  William  D.  served  during  the  war  in  the 
First  Wisconsin  Infantry,  and  was  Orderly-Sergeant 
of  Company  B  when  he  received  his  honorable 
discharge.  He  is  now  employed  in  the  Chicago 
Postoffice.  Peter  A.,  a  ship-builder  by  occupation, 
is  now  living  in  Chicago,  and  about  1875  finished 
two  vessels  for  L.  Sands,  of  Manistee.  Hiram  owns 
a  meat-market  in  Milwaukee,  Wis.  David  was  also 
a  ship -builder  by  trade  and  was  a  natural  mechanic. 
For  several  years  he  traveled  for  a  machinery  firm 
of  Chicago,  and  at  the  time  of  his  death  was  propri- 
etor of  a  steam-laundry  in  that  city.  He  put  in 
place  the  machinery  in  the  Industrial  School  at 
Chicago,  doing  this  work  with  the  aid  of  pupils 
who  were  to  become  students  in  the  new  institution. 

George  R.  Giesman,  whose  name  heads  this  sketch, 
was  born  in  Huron,  Ohio,  March  5,  1843,  and  was 
educated  in  the  public  schools  of  Milwaukee.  On 
reaching  a  suitable  age,  he  became  a  clerk  in  a  gro- 
cery store  of  that  city,  in  which  business  he  re- 
mained for  some  fifteen  years,  a  part  of  the  time  as 
manager  of  the  large  establishment.  In  1867  he 
crossed  the  lake  and  became  an  employe  of  the 
Manistee  Planing-mlll  Company  as  their  book- 
keeper and  yard  salesman.  Four  years  later,  when 
the  plant  was  destroyed  by  fire,  he  was  engaged  by 
Green  k  Milmoe,  lumbermen,  who  went  under 
in  the  financial  crisis  of  1873.  The  present  busi- 
ness of  our  subject  has  grown  from  its  small  pro- 
portions of  a  few  j^ears  ago  to  a  large  and  paying 
one.  He  represents  a  number  of  the  most  reliable 
fire,  life  and  accident  insurance  companies  of  this 
country,  deals  extensively  in  real  estate,  and  is  lo- 
cal agent  for  several  ocean-steamship  lines. 

In  1863  Mr.  Giesman  was  married  in  Milwaukee 
to  Caroline  Gableman,  a  native  of  Newark,  N.  J. 
Five  children  came  to  bless  the  union  of  our  sub- 
ject and  wife.  The  eldest,  Byron,  is  now  employed 
in  his  father's  office;  Georgia  C.  is  the  wife  of  C. 
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B.  Tremble,  formerly  of  Indianapolis,  but  now  of 
Manistee;  Cora  May  died  August  17,  1892,  at  the 
age  of  twenty-five  years,  after  having  been  her 
father's  valued  assistant  for  several  years;  Lillie  is 
the  wife  of  Athol  Fait,  a  native  of  Massachusetts 
and  now  of  Seattle,  Wash.;  and  Finis  is  a  bright 
young  girl  of  thirteen  years. 

In  the  Masonic  order  Mr.  Giesman  is  a  promi- 
nent member,  belonging  to  Manistee  Lodge  No. 
228,  F.  <fe  A.  M.,  which  he  joined  in  1875;  to  Man- 
istee Chapter  No.  65,  R.  A.;  and  Commandery 
No.  32,  K.  T.  He  was  the  Recorder  of  the  Com- 
mandery for  four  years,  and  has  served  in  various 
other  official  positions  in  these  fraternities.  He  is 
an  Odd  Fellow  and  a  Knight  of  Honor.  Religi- 
ously he  is  a  Methodist,  but  his  wife  is  a  member 
of  the  Congregational  Church. 


l^+^[ 


~S] 


QUINCY  E.  BOUOREY.  The  biographical 
writer  has  no  greater  pleasure  to  perform 
than  to  record  the  life  and  achievements 
of  a  man  who,  through  his  unaided  efforts,  has 
gained  a  position  among  the  men  of  wealth  and 
standing  in  his  community.  Such  a  one  is  Mr. 
Boughey,  the  well  known  business  man  of  Traverse 
City.  His  life  furnishes  an  example  of  what  may 
be  accomplished  by  persistence,  sagacity  and  in- 
dustry, and,  in  its  practical  results,  is  an  encour- 
agement to  every  struggling  young  man  who  has 
ambition,  determination  and  energy. 

The  father  of  our  subject,  Benjamin,  was  a  son 
of  John  Boughey,  a  native  of  England,  who  served 
in  the  British  army  during  the  War  of  1812.  Be- 
coming attached  to  the  institutions  of  this  coun- 
try, he  left  the  service  of  Great  Britain  and  settled 
near  Sandusky,  Ohio,  where  he  remained  until  his 
death,  at  an  advanced  age.  His  seven  children 
were  Julia,  Sarah,  Elizabeth,  Peter,  Benjamin,  Ed- 
ward and  Nancj'^,  all  of  whom  are  still  living  ex- 
cept Sarah. 

On  his  father's  farm  in  Ohio,  Benjamin  Boughey 


was  born  September  14,  1828.  He  made  agricult- 
ure his  life  occupation,  and  continued  thus  en- 
gaged until  advanced  in  years,  when  he  retired 
from  the  active  duties  of  life  and  came  to  Traverse 
City,  where  he  now  lives.  His  first  wife,  who  bore 
the  maiden  name  of  Jane  Palmer,  died  after  two 
months  of  wedded  life.  Afterward  he  married 
Miss  Maria  Gwynn,  their  union  taking  place  about 
1864.  This  lady  died  in  1876,  after  having  be- 
come the  mother  of  the  following-named  children: 
Albert,  deceased;  Elmer,  who  lives  on  a  farm; 
Frank,  residing  in  Leelanaw  County,  Mich.;  and 
Albert  B.  and  Julia,  deceased. 

The  subject  of  this  notice  was  born  in  Noble 
County,  Ind.,  August  17,  1861,  and  was  reared 
upon  a  farm,  becoming  familiar  with  the  work  in- 
cident to  that  occupation.  Meantime  he  also  re- 
ceived a  pi'actical  education  in  the  common  schools. 
At  the  age  of  nineteen  he  became  a  book  canvas- 
ser, which  he  followed  for  six  months.  He  then 
came  to  Grand  Traverse  County,  and  began  to 
work  in  the  lumber  woods,  but  later  engaged  in 
selling  nursery  stock.  In  the  spring  of  1892  he 
embarked  in  the  agricultural-implement  business, 
and  later  was  for  one  year  employed  as  shipping 
clerk  for  Brown  &  Sehler,  of  Grand  Rapids.  In 
the  interests  of  this  firm  he  traveled  on  the  road, 
selling  goods  at  wholesale,  an  enterprise  in  which 
he  met  with  commendable  success. 

On  coming  to  Traverse  Citj^  Mr.  Boughey 
formed  a  partnership  with  a  Mr.  Douglas,  January 
1,  1887,  but  on  the  22d  of  September,  1889,  he 
purchased  his  partner's  interest  in  the  concern, 
and  continued  the  business  alone  until  June  26, 
1893,  when  he  formed  the  stock  company  of  which 
he  is  President.  This  company  does  a  large  busi- 
ness as  dealers  in  implements,  vehicles,  cutters,  etc., 
and  their  trade  has  increased  from  year  to  year 
under  the  efficient  management  of  Mr.  Boughey, 
the  concern  being  recognized  as  one  of  the  most 
substantial  in  the  count3\ 

Politically  Mr.  Boughey  is  a  stanch  Republican, 
and  takes  an  active  part  in  local  politics.  His  fa- 
ther advocates  Prohibition  principles,  but  he  has 
never  been  prevailed  upon  to  leave  the  ''grand  old 
party."  From  his  mother,  who  was  a  Quakeress, 
he  inherits  the  noble  characteristics  of  that  sect. 
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Fraternally  he  is  a  Mason  and  a  Knight  of  P^^hias. 
November  28,  1894,  he  married  Miss  Jennie  Arm- 
strong, a  young  lady  of  intelligence  and  refine- 
ment. He  has  just  completed  and  furnished  a 
handsome  residence  in  Traverse  City,  of  which 
he  and  his  wife  have  taken  possession,  and  in 
which  they  dispense  with  liberal  hands  a  generous 
hospitality. 


^#e 


FRANK  VOTRUBA  is  a  partner  in  the  firm 
of  Wilhelm,  Bartak  &  Co.,  and  manager  of 
their  harness  department.  He  has  been  a 
resident  of  Traverse  City  for  about  twenty-five 
years,  and  is  one  of  the  best  citizens  and  business 
men  of  the  place.  In  1880  the  present  partnership 
was  formed,  and  before  ten  yeais  had  passed  the 
trade  had  so  greatly  increased  that  they  left  their 
old  quarters  and  erected  the  building  which  they 
now  occupy,  and  which  is  one  of  the  best  in  the 
place.  On  the  first  floor  the  space  is  devoted  to 
stores,  while  above  are  the  opera-house  and  oflflces. 
The  auditorium  is  a  great  addition  to  the  city,  and 
reflects  the  enterprise  and  public  spirit  of  its  build- 
ers. The  firm  of  Wilhelm,  Bartak  &  Co.  have  two 
distinct  lines  of  business,  as  they  carry  a  complete 
stock  of  groceries  and  a  well  selected  line  of  har- 
ness and  similar  articles. 

The  father  of  our  subject,  John  V.  Votruba,  is 
engaged  m  farming  in  Antrim  County,  Mich.  He 
is  a  native  of  Bohemia,  as  was  also  his  wife,  who 
before  her  marriage  was  Miss  Anna  Rezac.  Her 
death  occurred  in  1892.  The  family  of  John  and 
Anna  Votruba  comprised  nine  children,  eight  of 
whom  are  living. 

The  birth  of  Frank  Votruba  occurred  in  Bohemia 
January  25,  1854.  He  was  sixteen  years  of  age 
when  he  left  his  native  land  and  with  his  parents 
sailed  for  America.  They  soon  made  a  permanent 
settlement  in  Antrim  County,  where  they  were  pio- 
neers. With  earnestness  of  purpose  they  set  to 
work  to  make  a  home  in  the  undeveloped  and 
wild  country.     Until  he  was  twelve  years  old  our 


subject  attended  school  in  Bohemia,  but  at  that 
time  was  apprenticed  to  learn  the  trade  of  harness- 
making.  At  the  end  of  three  ^ears  he  was  thor- 
oughly proficient  in  all  of  the  branches  pertaining 
to  the  business,  and  this  knowledge  has  served  him 
of  late  years  in  good  stead.  His  education  has 
been  mainly  gained  through  observation  and  act- 
ual experience  in  life. 

In  1870  Mr.  Yotruba  came  to  Traverse  Citj^  and 
went  to  work  at  whatever  offered  whereby  he 
might  gain  an  honest  livelihood.  For  one  summer 
he  worked  on  the  Grand  Rapids  &  Indiana  Rail- 
road, then  in  process  of  construction,  after  which 
he  worked  at  his  trade  for  one  year  in  the  employ 
of  George  Hicks.  In  the  mean  time  he  took  up  a 
homestead  in  Antrim  County,  upon  which  he  lived, 
from  time  to  time  making  necessary  improvements. 
Through  his  influence  a  postoffice  was  established, 
which  was  named  Praha,  and  he  was  made  the  first 
Postmaster.  He  resigned  the  office  to  take  up  his 
permanent  residence  in  Traverse  City  in  1878,  and 
two  years  later  the  firm  of  which  be  is  a  member 
was  established. 

In  May,  1878,  occurred  the  marriage  of  Mr.  Vo- 
truba and  Amelia  Bartak,  and  to  them  were 
born  two  sons  and  two  daughters,  as  follows: 
Lewis  W.;  Mamie,  whose  death  occurred  at  the  age 
of  four  and  a-half  years;  Minnie  and  William. 
Politically  Mr.  Votruba  is  a  Democrat. 


BENJAMIN  D.  A8HT0N,  M.  D.,  who  has 
engaged  in  the  practice  of  medicine  at 
Traverse  City  continuously  since  the  fall 
of  1862,  is  the  son  of  Thomas  H.  Ash  ton,  who  was 
taken  from  Philadelphia  to  Bucks  County,  Pa., 
when  four  years  old.  Of  his  parentage  and  ancestry 
nothing  is  definitely  known.  When  eleven  years 
old  he  removed  to  Ohio,  where  the  greater  part  of 
his  active  life  was  spent  in  farm  pursuits.  In 
many  respects  he  was  a  remarkable  man,  having 
natural  abilities  of  a  high  order.     Without  home 
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influences,  without  tlie  care  of  father  and  mother, 
without  early  opportunity  for  study,  iie  neverthe- 
less became  a  well  read  and  well  posted  man,  and 
though  having  no  knowledge  of  books,  was  a 
scholar  from  observation  and  innate  comprehen- 
sion, lie  was  a  fine  mathematician,  and  could 
make  intricate  calculations  without  rule  or  direc- 
tion other  than  natural  capacity.  He  lived  to  the 
remarkable  age  of  ninety-three  years. 

The  mother  of  our  subject  bore  the  maiden  name 
of  Elizabeth  Cramer,  and  died  at  the  age  of  seven- 
ty-nine. Her  family  consisted  of  four  children, 
Rachaei,  Benjamin  D.,  William  and  Frances.  The 
eldest,  Kachael,  married  George  Trotwine,  and 
after  his  death  was  united  with  Joseph  Blue;  a 
second  time  widowed,  she  now  makes  iier  home 
in  Ayersville,  Ohio.  William,  who  enlisted  in  the 
Thirty-eighth  Ohio  Infantry,  served  his  term  of 
enlistment,  and  afterward  re-enlisting  served  until 
the  close  of  the  war.  He  participated  with  gallantry 
in  many  battles,  and  although  never  wounded,  yet 
the  effects  of  exposure  brought  on  rheumatism, 
which  resulted  in  his  death  some  3^ears  after  the 
close  of  the  Rebellion.  Frances,  the  youngest  child, 
is  the  wife  of  George  Brechbili,  of  Syracuse,  Neb. 

The  subject  of  this  notice  was  born  in  Clermont 
County,  Ohio,  September  15,  1828,  and  was  reared 
upon  a  farm.  Early  in  life  he  became  accustomed 
to  the  work  incident  to  that  occupation.  During 
the  intervals  of  leisure,  he  was  a  pupil  in  the  old 
log  schoolhouse  of  primitive  construction,  having 
puncheon  or  slab  seats,  with  auger-holes  in  which 
pegs  were  inserted  for  legs.  He  was  sixteen  when 
he  engaged  as  clerk  in  a  general  mercantile  store, 
continuing  there  for  two  years.  After  attending 
school  for  a  time  at  Franklin  Institute,  he  taught 
for  two  years.  In  youth  his  inclinations  seemed 
to  point  to  the  profession  of  medicine.  He  was 
considered  the  best  nurse  in  the  locality,  and  when 
friends  were  sick  his  services  were  alwaj^s  sought. 
His  mother  did  not  favor  a  medical  career,  but  he 
was  ambitious,  energetic  and  determined,  and 
finally  succeeded  in  entering  upon  the  studj^  of 
the  science. 

P^or  two  years  our  subject  conducted  his  medical 
studies  at  Fayetteville,  Ohio,  under  Dr.  Eddenfield, 
after  which  he  spent  one  year  in   Cincinnati.     In 


1854  he  was  graduated  from  the  Cleveland  Med- 
ical College,  and  then  practiced  with  his  former 
preceptor  for  six  months,  after  which  he  opened 
an  office  for  himself.  Seven  years  were  spent  in 
the  practice  in  Ohio,  from  which  state  he  came  to 
Michigan,  and  settled  in  Traverse  City  in  1862.  In 
1873  he  admitted  Dr.  Kneeland  into  partnership, 
and  the  firm  built  up  an  extensive  and  remunera- 
tive practice. 

The  Ashton  family,  as  far  as  known,  has  always 
advocated  Whig  and  Abolition  principles,  and  it  is 
not  strange,  therefore,  that  the  Doctor  is  an  ardent 
Republican.  He  is  popular  in  his  party,  and  upon 
that  ticket  was  elected  to  the  state  Legislature  in 
1887,  serving  one  term  in  that  capacity  with  credit 
to  himself  and  to  the  satisfaction  of  his  constitu- 
ents. Though  not  regularly  admitted  to  the 
army  during  the  Rebellion,  he  nevertheless,  by 
appointment  of  the  Governor,  rendered  valuable 
assistance  for  a  period  of  six  months  among  the 
soldiers  requiring  medical  attention. 

In  1856  Dr.  Ashton  married  Miss  Margaret 
Lackey,  an  estimable  lady,  whose  death  in  1892 
was  a  severe  blow  to  her  family.  There  were 
three  sons  in  the  family,  Frank,  William  and  Ed- 
win. The  eldest  married  Miss  M.  Wright,  and  died 
at  the  age  of  thirty-four  years.  William,  now 
tlnrty-six  years  of  age,  is  a  resident  of  Traverse 
City;  he  married  Mary  Haviland,  and  they  have 
three  children,  Laura,  Charlie  and  John.  Edwin, 
the  youngest  son,  is  a  practicing  dentist  of  Traverse 
City,  where  he  has  built  up  a  large  clientage  dur- 
ing the  twelve  years  of  his  active  practice.  Prior 
to  opening  an  office,  he  studied  the  profession  for 
three  years  in  Grand  Ra[)ids,  one  year  in  Ann 
Arbor,  and  one  year  in  Cincinnati,  graduating 
from  the  Cincinnati  Dental  College  in  1882.  By 
his  marriage  with  Eva  Hobbs,  he  has  three  sons, 
Benjamin,  Frank  and  Seth.  He  is  a  gentleman  of 
attractive  social  qualities,  and  is  actively  con- 
nected with  Traverse  City  Lodge  No.  222, 
F.  &  A.  M.,  and  the  Order  of  Maccabees,  Tent 
No.  136. 

Though  not  a  member  of  any  religious  denomi- 
nation, Dr.  Ashton  is  a  man  of  firm  Christian 
faith,  and  usually  attends  services  at  the  Method- 
ist Episcopal   Church.     He  has  in  a  measure  re- 
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tired  from  active  practice,  although  man 3^  persons 
insist  upon  iiis  services  in  cases  of  sickness,  and 
wliile  it  had  been  his  intention  to  relinquish  his 
practice  entirely,  he  is  unable  to  do  so  at  once. 
Tlie  best  years  of  his  life  have  been  given  to  his 
profession,  and  of  it  he  has  made  a  conspicuous 
success.  In  his  social  and  domestic  relations  he 
is  pleasant,  kind  and  thoughtful.  To  the  needy 
he  is  tender-hearted  and  benevolent.  In  his  char- 
acter he  combines  those  qualities  of  mind  and 
heart  that  render  bim  deservedly  popular  and 
secure  to  him  the  warm  friendship  of  all  who 
know  him. 


:^#C^ 


WELLINGTON  WILSON  CUMMER  is 
recognized  as  one  of  the  substantial 
and  leading  citizens  of  Cadillac.  En- 
terprising and  public-spirited,  he  is  a  thorough 
business  man  and  always  alive  to  the  interests  of 
this  city.  He  has  accumulated  considerable  prop- 
erty by  his  industry  and  business  sagacit}^  More- 
over, he  is  honored  for  his  works  of  charitj-  and 
kindness  to  the  poor  and  needy.  He  was  Mayor 
of  this  city  for  one  term,  having  been  elected  on 
the  Republican  ticket,  was  Alderman-at-Large  for 
two  terms,  after  which  he  represented  the  Second 
Ward  for  six  years.  At  present  he  is  serving  on 
the  School  Board,  having  held  the  office  for  the 
past  eight  years.  Since  his  youth  he  has  been  in- 
terested in  lumbering,  and  has  always  been  in  bus- 
iness with  his  father.  He  commands  a  large  in- 
come, derived  from  his  extensive  sales  of  lumber, 
and  has  considerable  money  invested  in  large 
tracts  of  timber-land  in  this  county,  in  addition  to 
his  home  and  business  property  in  Cadillac. 

The  paternal  grandfather  of  the  gentleman  just 
mentioned  was  John  Cummer,  who  was  of  German 
descent.  He  lived  in  Canada  for  many  years,  and 
at  the  time  of  his  death,  which  occurred  in  To- 
ronto, when  he  was  over  seventy'  years  of  age,  he 
was  the  owner  of  a  large  farm  and  other  real  estate. 
He  reared  a  large  family  and  was  esteemed  by  all 


who  knew  him.  On  the  mother's  side  the  grand- 
father was  Jacob  Snider.  He  was  likewise  of  Ger- 
man descent  and  was  a  native  of  Canada.  During 
the  War  of  1812  he  held  the  rank  of  Captain  in 
the  British  army.  His  life  occupation  was  that  of 
farming,  which  he  made  a  success.  His  death  oc- 
curred near  Toronto,  at  the  village  of  Eglinton, 
when  he  was  well  along  in  years.  Religiously  he 
was  a  member  of  the  Methodist  Church. 

The  parents  of  W.  AV.  Cummer  were  Jacob  and 
Mary  Ann  (Snider)  Cummer,  both  of  whom  were 
born  in  Canada.  The  father  came  to  this  state  in 
1860,  locating  at  Newaygo,  where  he  resided  for 
three  years.  From  there  he  went  to  Cro ton,  where 
he  remained  for  a  similar  length  of  time.  Thence 
he  proceeded  to  Cedar  Springs,  where  he  was  en- 
gaged in  lumbering  for  two  years.  In  the  two 
places  first  named  he  was  employed  in  milling. 
Going  next  to  Morley,  he  was  there  for  four  years, 
after  which,  in  the  fall  of  1875,  he  came  to  Cadil- 
lac, where  he  has  made  his  home  ever  since.  He 
was  Mayor  of  this  city  for  one  >ear,  and  was  a 
member  of  the  School  Board  for  about  six  years. 
He  and  his  wife  are  identified  with  the  Congre- 
gational Church,  in  which  he  holds  the  office  of 
Deacon. 

Six  children,  three  sons  and  three  daughters, 
were  born  to  Jacob  Cummer  and  his  wife,  Mary, 
but  only  two  of  the  number  are  now  living,  our 
subject  and  his  sister  Carrie,  the  latter  of  whom  is 
the  wife  of  F.  A.  Diggins.  The  former  was  born 
in  Toronto,  Canada,  October  21,  1846,  and  lived 
in  his  native  city  until  he  was  eleven  years  of  age. 
He  then  came  to  the  United  States  with  his  parents 
and  received  his  later  education  in  Newaygo.  He 
continued  to  reside  with  his  parents  until  reach- 
ing his  majority,  and  since  leaving  school  has 
been  in  business  with  his  father.  By  trade  he  is  a 
miller,  as  was  also  the  senior  Mr.  Cummer,  who 
learned  his  trade  at  Lockport,  N.  Y.  Since  1870, 
however,  they  have  discontinued  this  and  have 
simply  dealt  in  lumber. 

October  11,  1871,  occurred  the  marriage  of  W. 
W^.  Cummer  and  Miss  Ada  M.  Gerish.  Three  chil- 
dren have  been  born  to  them,  Arthur  G.,  Waldo 
E.  and  Mabel  C.  Mrs.  Cummer  is  the  daughter  of 
Nathaniel  L.  and  Caroline  Gerish,  respected  oiti- 
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zens  of  Cadillac.  Our  subject  and  his  worthy  wife 
are  members  of  the  Congregational  Church,  and 
the  former  is  a  Trustee  of  the  congregation.  They 
have  many  warm  friends  in  this  community,  and 
take  pleasure  in  entertaining  them  at  their  pleas- 
ant home. 


+= 


=+ 


TOUGIITON  W.  ROSE,  a  well  known  and 
enterprising  3^oung  druggist  of  Traverse 
City,  is  junior  member  of  the  firm  of  B.  H. 
Rose  &  Son.  He  has  been  identified  with  the  bus- 
iness since  March  1,  1891,  and  prior  to  that  time 
carefully  and  systematically  prepared  for  his  future 
career  in  this  branch  of  trade.  He  is  one  of  the 
best  and  most  reliable  prescription  clerks  in  this 
cit}^  is  a  registered  pharmacist,  and  possesses  the 
confidence  of  the  local  medical  fraternity,  who  give 
him  a  large  share  of  tlieir  patronage. 

Bradley  H.  Rose  is  the  father  of  the  j^oung  man 
to  whom  we  have  just  referred.  He  was  born  in 
Ann  Arbor,  Mich.,  and  when  only  seven  years  of 
age  was  deprived  of  his  mother's  tender  care  and 
protection.  At  a  very  early  age  he  was  thrown  on 
his  own  resources  and  set  about  learning  the  trade 
of  wagon -making,  which  he  has  since  followed  to 
some  extent.  He  was  also  for  a  time  interested  in 
operating  a  sawmill.  Seventeen  years  ago  he  went 
to  Sherman  and  Cbtablished  a  hardware  business, 
which  he  subsequently  sold.  However,  he  is  again 
in  the  same  branch  of  trade  at  Sherman,  leaving  his 
son  to  run  the  drug  business  here.  In  1862  he 
enlisted  in  the  Union  army  in  Company  H,  Sixth 
Regiment  of  Michigan  In  fan  try,  and  was  transferred 
later  to  the  heavy  artillery.  He  saw  much  hard 
service,  although  kept  on  detailed  duty  a  portion  of 
the  time.  While  in  the  Gulf  Department  he  had 
charge  of  the  Government  blacksmith  and  wagon 
shops.  He  was  also  a  participant  in  the  seven- 
weeks  siege  of  Port  Hudson,  and  was  finally  mus- 
tered out  at  New  Orleans.  His  father  was  a  teach- 
er, and  a  soldier  of  the  War  of  1812.  The  wife 
of  Bradley  Rose  was  a  Miss  Carrie  Gilbert,  of  Eaton 


County,  whose  death  occurred  July  28,  1894,  at 
Cliicago.  Their  only  daughter,  Millie,  died  at  the 
age  of  twenty-one  years. 

Stoughton  B.  Rose  was  born  at  Grand  Ledge, 
Eaton  County,  Mich.,  September  13,  1867,  and  con- 
tinued to  reside  in  the  village  of  his  nativity  until 
he  was  ten  years  of  age.  His  parents  gave  him  the 
benefits  of  a  good  education,  and  after  completing 
a  course  of  study  in  the  common  and  high  schools  of 
Traverse  City  he  entered  the  University  of  Ann  Ar- 
bor, where  he  took  a  courbc  in  chemistry.  In  March, 
1889,  he  successfully  passed  the  state  examination 
as  a  pharmacist  and  at  once  went  to  Sherman,  where, 
in  company  with  his  father,  he  bought  a  stock  of 
drugs  and  engaged  in  business.  Being  ambitious, 
he  at  length  concluded  that  Traverse  City  would 
be  a  better  location,  and  he  accordingly  removed 
here  some  four  3^ears  ago.  The  wisdom  of  his  de- 
cision has  been  proved  beyond  a  doubt,  and,  judg- 
ing by  the  success  he  has  accomplished,  his  future 
is  one  of  promise. 

November  8,  1893,  Mr.  Rose  married  Kittle  E. 
Allen,  a  native  of  Missouri.  Her  father,  the  Rev. 
James  Allen,  is  a  minister  m  the  Methodist  Epis- 
copal Church,  and  at  the  present  time  has  charge 
of  the  congregation  in  Kalkaska,  this  state.  Mrs. 
Rose  ii5  a  member  of  the  same  denomination,  and  is 
a  lady  of  good  education  and  social  tact.  In  pol- 
itics Mr.  Rose  uses  his  right  of  franchise  in  favor 
of  Republican  nominees  and  principles.  Frater- 
nally he  belongs  to  the  Order  of  the  Knights  of 
Pythias. 


0APT.  JOHN  HANSON.  During  his  serv- 
ice upon  the  high  seas,  covering  a  period 
of  seventeen  years.  Captain  Hanson  visi- 
ted almost  every  country  in  the  world,  and,  in  his 
varied  experiences,  suffered  all  the  horrors  of 
storm,  fire  and  shipwreck.  Could  all  his  adven- 
tures be  told,  a  large  and  interesting  volume  might 
be  compiled,  the  record  of  which  would  be  as 
thrilling  as  a  work  of  fiction.     At  present  he  rC" 
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sides  at  Manistee,  and  holds  the  position  of  Cap- 
tain of  the  iife-saving  station  at  this  point,  which 
was  established  in  1879. 

The  Captain  was  born  in  Wisby,  Gottland,  Swe- 
den, December  27,  1855.  His  parents  were  farm- 
ers, and  much  of  his  boyhood  was  passed  upon  a 
farm.  On  leaving*  home  he  became  a  sailor  on  a 
Swedish  sailing-vessel,  and  served  a  term  of  seven 
years,  during  which  time  he  was  emi)loyed  on 
seven  vessels,  German,  Swedish,  Spanish  and  Eng- 
lish, his  service  being  first  as  ordinary, and  later  as 
able,  seaman.  Among  the  ports  which  he  visited 
during  this  time  were  those  of  London,  Falmouth 
and  Hull,  England;  Calais,  in  France;  Hamburg, 
Germany;  Riga,  Russia;  Rio  Janeiro  and  Peru, 
South  America;  the  ports  of  New  Zealand;  Ran- 
goon, East  Indies;  Calcutta,  India;  and  San  Fran- 
cisco, U.  S.  A. 

At  the  age  of  twenty-one  years,  our  subject  re- 
turned to  his  old  home,  and  for  three  years  at- 
tended a  navigation  school  at  Wisby,  after  which 
he  parsed  a  Government  examination  as  Master. 
The  examination  was  conducted  by  the  command- 
er of  a  man-of-war,  Victor  A.  F.  Clint,  and  he  was 
awarded  a  diploma  from  the  Government,  show- 
ing his  fitness  to  become  captain  of  any  vessel. 
After  four  days  at  home,  he  started  out  as  second 
mate  on  an  English  steamboat.  Six  months  later 
this  was  run  down  by  another  steamer,  and  sank 
in  seventeen  fathoms  of  water,  lejs  than  three 
miles  distant  from  the  place  where  struck.  The 
sailors  jumped  aboard  the  other  steamer,  and,  not 
being  able  to  look  up  money  or  valuables,  our  sub- 
ject lost  $400  that  he  had  in  his  berth.  Landing 
at  Grimsby  fourteen  days  later,  he  shipped  in  a  full- 
rigged  vessel  from  Liverpool  for  Bombay,  East 
India,  his  service  being  as  second  mate. 

After  a  voyage  of  four  months  and  twenty-one 
days,  and  when  near  the  island  of  Ceylon,  the  ves- 
sel took  fire  and  burned  to  the  water's  edge.  Into 
the  three  life-boats  the  crew  were  hurried,  the  cap- 
tain taking  five  with  him,  and  the  first  and  second 
mates  ten  each.  The  latter  reached  shore  at  the 
town  of  AUapee,  after  six  daj's  and  seven  nights 
on  the  water.  For  thirty  hours  they  had  not 
tasted  w^ater,  and  four  of  the  ten  men  died  of 
tbirat.     On  i^eaching  land,  they  were  kindly  cared 


for  by  the  harbor  master,  who,  with  the  assistance 
of  a  doctor,  did  everything  possible  to  relieve  the 
sufferings  of  the  survivors.  At  first  coffee  and 
bread  were  given  them, a  little  each  half-hour,  un- 
til they  revived  sufficiently  to  permit  them  to  eat 
hesLViWy,  On  recovery  they  were  sent  to  Bombay, 
where  they  were  joined  by  the  captain  and  mate 
and  balance  of  the  crew. 

At  Bombay  our  subject  was  transferred  to  a 
steamer  bound  for  Liverpool  via  the  Suez  Canal. 
He  shipped  to  Fernando  de  Pean  on  a  sailing-ves- 
sel, spending  two  years  on  this  voyage  in  the  ca- 
pacity of  first  mate.  The  captain  of  the  ''Grip- 
pin,"  as  the  ship  was  called,  died  and  was  buried 
at  sea  soon  after  leaving  the  island,  and  our  sub- 
ject succeeded  to  the  post  of  captain.  He  brought 
the  ship  to  Pembroke  Dock,  England,  and  thence 
to  Sweden,  having  served  thirteen  months  as  cap- 
tain. Afterward  he  made  another  voyage  on  this 
ship  to  France,  and  thence  shipped  for  New  York 
as  mate  on  a  Swedish  vessel.  From  the  latter  place 
he  went  to  Antwerp,  then  returned  to  New  York 
in  a  Nova  Scotian  vessel.  His  next  position  was  as 
mate  on  the  "Garnet,"  between  the  West  Indies 
and  New  York,  in  1885.  During  the  thirteen 
months  thus  s[)ent  he  made  five  trips  to  the  West 
Indies. 

Afterward  our  subject  became  mate  on  a  thiee- 
ma&ted  schooner,  which,  three  months  after  his 
connection  with  it,  encounted  a  severe  storm  off 
Boston.  All  the  sails  were  blown  awaj^  and  the 
sailors,  nearly  frozen,  were  finally  rescued,  their 
boat  being  towed  into  the  harbor  at  Gloucester, 
Mass.,  and  from  there  to  Portsmouth,  N.  H.  Go- 
ing from  there  to  New  Haven,  Conn.,  he  took  a 
schooner  for  Baltimore,  where  he  remained  two 
weeks.  He  then  became  captain  of  a  schooner 
trading  in  fruit  between  Baltimore  and  the  West 
Indies.  After  having  made  four  trips,  he  returned 
to  Boston  on  a  brigantine  as  mate,  with  which  he 
remained  six  months,  voyaging  between  the  latter 
city  and  the  West  Indies. 

In  1887  the  Captain  retired  from  ocean  life  and 
came  to  Manistee,  where  his  brother  was  one  of  the 
crew  at  the  life-saving  station.  Capt.  Henry  Finch, 
who  was  then  in  command,  asked  him  to  remain 
as  one  of  the  crew,  which  he  did.    November  26, 
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1887,  he  was  united  in  marriage  with  Miss  Emma 
Hjilra,  of  this  city.  They  have  four  children,  three 
sons  and  one  daughter.  He  remained  as  a  mem- 
ber of  the  station  until  April  29,  1889,  when  he 
was  promoted  to  captain,  the  former  captain  hav- 
ing been  transferred.  He  has  since  served  in  that 
capacity,  having  a  force  of  seven  assistants,  and 
three  of  the  best  boats  made  for  the  purpose,  as 
well  as  all  the  appliances  for  life  saving.  He  and 
his  wife  are  members  of  the  Swedish  Lutheran 
Church,  and  he  is  also  a  member  of  Lodge  No. 
228,  A.  F.  <fe  A.  M.,  of  Manistee,  and  a  member  of 
the  Royal  Arcanum. 


I^ 


/--^y  EORGE  W.  CURTIS  is  one  of  the  young- 
^  ^  est  members  of  the  Traverse  City  Bar  in 
point  of  years  spent  here,  as  he  came  to 
this  place  in  May,  1894.  However,  his  reputation 
as  an  able  lawyer  had  preceded  him,  and  it  was 
not  long  ere  he  had  many  of  the  leading  citizens 
among  his  clients.  Though  proficient  in  all  de- 
partments of  his  profession,  he  has  a  preference 
for  chancery  cases,  and  has  been  particularly  suc- 
cessful in  this  line.  His  preparation  for  his  life 
work  has  been  of  the  most  thorough  description, 
and  is  laid  on  a  broad  foundation  of  general  learn- 
ing and  research.  In  addition  to  his  legal  train- 
ing, he  took  a  course  of  medical  study,  and  after 
graduating  engaged  in  practice  for  a  time.  Al- 
though he  was  reasonably  successful,  it  did  not 
seem  to  be  exactly  the  business  for  which  he  was 
fitted,  and  at  length  he  determined  that  he  would 
enter  the  legal  profession,  toward  which  his  tal- 
ents strongly  pointed. 

William  W.  Curtis,  the  father  of  George  W.,  is  a 
native  of  New  York  State,  which  he  left  when 
seven  years  of  age,  and  came  to  Michigan  in  1837, 
settling  near  Macomb.  He  was  one  of  the  pio- 
neers of  that  locality,  and  was  a  witness  of  much 
of  its  marvelous  growth  and  development.  His 
wife,  formerly  Miss  Eliza  Slocum,  died  about  six- 
9 


teen  years  ago,  at  the  age  of  forty-seven  years, 
leaving  the  following  children:  George  W.;  Mary 
E.,  of  Shiawas'See  County;  Charles,  a  farmer  near 
Henderson,  in  the  same  county;  Hattie  E.,  Mrs. 
Albert  Hobart,  also  of  Henderson;  Jennie,  Mrs. 
Robert  Allen,  who  lives  on  a  farm  near  Henderson; 
William  W.,  Jr.,  an  agriculturist  of  the  same  lo- 
cality; De  Witt  C;  and  Delos  D.,  who  owns  a  farm 
near  Fairfield. 

George  W.  Curtis  was  born  at  Holly,  Oakland 
County,  Mich.,  December  21,  1850,  and,  as  he  was 
the  eldest  son  in  his  father's  large  family,  he  was 
early  set  to  work  to  assist  in  the  management  of 
the  home  farm.  He  attended  the  common  schools 
in  the  winter  for  several  years,  but  is  largely  self- 
educated.  The  winter  he  was  twenty-one  he  worked 
at  lumbering,  and  the  following  summer  returned 
to  the  farm.  That  fall,  thinking  he  would  like  to 
teach,  and  thus  obtain  some  money  for  his  higher 
education,  he  steadily  applied  himself  to  his  books, 
working  night  and  day  for  two  months.  At  the 
end  of  that  time  he  creditably  passed  an  examina- 
tion and  obtained  a  certificate.  He  followed  the 
profession  of  teaching  for  several  years,  but  the 
education  he  had  already  obtained  did  not  satisfy 
the  ambitious  young  man,  and  at  intervals  he  at- 
tended high  school  and  normal  classes.  His  next 
employment  was  in  a  drug  store,  where  he  found 
time  to  study  medicine.  Subsequently  he  entered 
the  medical  department  of  the  State  University  at 
Ann  Arbor,  where  he  remained  for  a  year.  For  a 
time  he  resided  in  the  town  of  Bath;  then,  going 
to  Wheeler,  Gratiot  County,  he  engaged  in  prac- 
tice for  about  a  year. 

In  1880  Mr.  Curtis  married  Etta  L.  Smith,  a  na- 
tive of  this  state,  and  soon  afterward  the  young 
couple  began  housekeeping  at  Bath,  where  Mr. 
Curtis  continued  as  a  medical  practitioner.  Dur- 
ing the  winter  of  1880  he  also  taught  the  school 
at  Wheeler.  Then,  embarking  in  the  drug  busi- 
ness, he  continued  therein  until  1886,  when  he 
commenced  the  study  of  law.  He  had  frequently 
heard  his  father  tell  about  Grandfather  Curtis, 
who  was  a  successful  lawyer,  and  from  his  knowl- 
edge of  the  profession  he  felt  sure  that  he  would 
much  prefer  it  to  medical  practice.  Obtaining 
some  standard  WQrks,  he  began  to  study  systemati- 
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cally  by  himself,  and  soon  grasped  the  legal  in- 
tricacies and  became  well  versed  in  its  lore.  He 
was  admitted  to  the  Bar  October  15,  1891,  in  Shi- 
awasseee  County,  under  the  examination  of  Judge 
Newton.  He  had  previoubly  held  several  local 
positions  of  trust  and  honor,  such  as  Township 
Clerk  and  School  Inspector.  His  first  actual  prac- 
tice at  his  new  calling  was  at  Elsie,  where  he  was 
located  for  a  year  and  a-half.  He  was  next  in 
Ovid  for  about  a  year,  but,  seeking  a  place  of 
greater  future  prospects,  he  settled  in  Traverse 
City,  where  he  intends  to  make  his  permanent 
home. 

To  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Curtis  has  been  born  one  son, 
Glenn,  a  bright  lad  of  twelve  years.  He  is  receiv- 
ing a  good  education,  and,  as  he  has  displayed 
musical  ability,  is  receiving  instruction  in  that 
line  as  w^ell.  He  is  a  member  of  the  Baptist  Church 
and  Sunday-school.  In  politics  Mr.  Curtis  is  a 
true-blue  Republican,  and  socially  is  identified 
with  the  Independent  Order  of  Odd  Fellows,  in 
which  he  is  Past  Grand. 


-■^^'  ^^-^^  ':^  ::i{|j  ::SfC  c^ti-  !3ifc:-C3ig:- 

^  "y^^^  ■'OTc^  pp  ■*^^^^  ^yK^  "91*^  >yi<v  .^gre^T<yis> 


WILLIAM  LOUDON,  a  prominent  and 
reliable  business  man  of  Traverse  City^ 
has  been  a  resident  of  this  place  for  the 
past  twenty-two  years,  coming  here  when  the  vil- 
lage w^as  quite  small.  From  an  unimportant  ham- 
let he  has  witnessed  its  growth  into  a  busy,  thriv- 
ing town,  with  an  intelligent  population,  excellent 
schools,  large  business  houses  and  cozy  homes.  His 
life  furnishes  a  notable  example  of  what  may  be 
accomplished  by  properly  directed  endeavor  and 
tireless  energy.  He  is  the  proprietor  of  a  carriage 
and  wagon  manufactory,  where  are  made  the  latest 
and  standard  grades  of  vehicles  of  eveiy  descrip- 
tion, on  runners  or  wheels. 

The  father  of  our  subject,  John  Loudon,  was  a 
blacksmith  by  occupation,  and  died  in  Scotland, 
his  native  land,  at  an  advanced  age.  His  wife, 
Catharine  (Hutton)  Loudon,  was  also  born  in  Scot- 


land, and  there  died  when  fifty-eight  years  of  age. 
Their  family  consisted  of  eight  children,  namely: 
Marion,  who  still  resides  in  Scotland;  John,  also 
a  resident  of  that  country;  Jennett,  deceased; 
Mary,  who  remains  in  Scotland;  William;  Thomas, 
who  went  to  Australia,  and  there  died;  Daniel, 
who  lives  in  Traverse  City;  and  Robert,  who  died 
after  emigrating  to  the  United  States. 

In  Kilmarnock,  Ayrshire,  Scotland,  our  subject 
was  born  January  12,  1851.  He  was  a  natural 
mechanic,  and  under  the  instruction  of  his  father 
became  a  blacksmith.  His  education  was  limited, 
as  he  had  to  work  the  most  of  the  time,  but  it  is 
of  a  practical  kind,  having  been  obtained  by  ob- 
servation and  actual  business  experience.  Upon 
attaining  his  majority,  he  came  to  this  country, 
and  was  in  Chicago  at  the  time  of  the  great  fire 
which  so  nearly  destroyed  that  city.  He  came 
from  that  place  to  Traverse  City,  and  began  work 
at  his  trade  with  Hannah,  Lay  &  Co.  He  was  a 
good  workman,  and  filled  the  place  with  such  sat- 
isfaction to  his  employers  that  he  was  retained 
for  nine  years.  Then,  associated  with  Mr.  Cald- 
well, he  bought  the  blacksmithing  business  of  that 
firm,  and  this  they  have  since  conducted.  He 
commenced  with  nothing  for  capital  except  will- 
ing hands  and  a  determination  to  succeed.  By 
economy  he  was  enabled  to  save  his  earnings,  and 
from  the  time  he  started  in  business  was  successful. 
Under  his  efficient  management  the  business  has 
grown  to  large  proportions,  and  is  now  an  ex- 
tensive manufacturing  concern,  employing  from 
twelve  to  fifteen  men,  and  turning  out  a  large 
amount  of  work. 

When  he  left  Scotland  Mr.  Loudon  was  accom- 
panied by  his  young  wife,  Elizabeth  McMillen,  a 
native  of  that  country,  who  assisted  him  in  mak- 
ing a  home  in  the  New  World.  Their  children, 
Bessie,  Katie,  James,  Maggie  and  Jennie,  are  all  at 
home,  and  are  being  given  excellent  educational 
advantages.  Politically  Mr.  Loudon  may  be  classed 
as  a  Republican.  Locally  he  votes  rather  for  the 
man  whom  he  considers  best  qualified  for  the  of- 
fice than  with  any  political  organization.  Frater- 
nally he  is  a  Mason  and  Knight  Templar.  In  edu- 
cational matters  he  takes  a  commendable  interest, 
and    for  five  years   has   been  Moderator    of   the 
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School  Board  at  Traverse  City,  where  the  schools 
are  among  the  best  in  the  state.  In  matters  con- 
nected with  the  public  welfare  he  is  in  sympathy, 
and  at  present  holds  the  position  of  Vice-Presi- 
dent of  the  Grand  Traverse  Building  and  Loan 
Association.  He  is  a  member  of  the  Methodist  Epis- 
copal Church,  as  is  also  his  family. 


JE3 


~^} 


^^f^ 


(^L- 


's- 


/^  EORGE  W.  CROSBY,  M.  D.,  has  engaged 
L  T  in  practice  in  Ludmgton  for  the  past  ten 
years,  and  is  one  of  the  best  and  most 
favorably  known  ph^^sicians  of  this  locality.  He 
is  a  member  of  the  Michigan  State  Medical  Society, 
and  has  frequently  been  called  upon  to  read  papers 
before  that  honorable  body.  These  articles  have 
shown  not  only  a  wide  experience,  but  great  re- 
search, and  have  been  presented  in  a  clear,  concise 
and  interesting  form.  About  two  years  ago  the 
Doctor  started  a  gold  cure  for  inebriates,  and  is 
meeting  with  great  success  in  this  venture.  He 
has  been  particularly  successful  as  a  surgeon,  and 
has  made  a  study  of  that  line  of  work. 

Dr.  Crosby  was  born  in  Allegan,  this  state,  April 
23,  1861,  and  when  about  five  years  of  age  re- 
moved with  his  parents,  William  and  Eliza  (Henry) 
Crosby,  to  Manistee  County,  settling  near  the  vil- 
lage of  Onekama.  There  he  grew  to  man's  estate 
on  his  father's  farm,  his  education  being  such  as 
could  be  obtained  in  the  district  schools  and  the 
Manistee  High  School.  He  was  always  noted  for 
his  aptness  and  quick  perception,  and  from  his 
first  entrance  upon  school  life  made  rapid  progress. 
When  he  had  completed  his  studies  he  obtained  a 
certificate,  and  engaged  in  teaching  school  for 
about  two  .years.  During  this  time  he  began  read- 
ing medicine,  and  subsequentl}^  entered  the  Michi- 
gan State  University  at  Ann  Arbor,  in  the  medi- 
cal department.  He  was  graduated  in  the  Class 
of  '84  with  the  degree  of  Doctor  of  Medicine,  and 
in  the  spring  of  the  following  year  came  to  Lud- 
ington.     For  two  years  he  was  in  partnership  with 


Dr.  Philip  Shorts,  now  deceased.  The  latter  was 
one  of  the  earliest  physicians  to  locate  in  this  sec- 
tion, as  he  came  here  in  1872,  and  enjoyed  an  ex- 
tensive practice. 

October  4,  1886,  Dr.  Crosby  married  Miss  Viola 
Gaudette,  a  native  of  this  city  and  of  French  par- 
entage. They  have  a  little  daughter,  Margueret, 
who  is  now  six  yeavs  of  age.  Mrs.  Crosby  is  a 
lady  of  culture  and  fine  attainments.  She  was 
graduated  from  the  Ludington  High  School,  after 
which  she  taught  for  about  three  years.  She  is  a 
member  of  the  Congregational  Church,  and  takes 
an  active  part  in  religious  and  benevolent  work. 
The  family  residence  is  at  No.  601  East  Luding- 
ton Avenue.  Fraternally  Dr.  Crosby  belongs  to 
Pere  Marquette  Lodge  No.  299,  A.  F.  &  A.M.; 
Ludington  Chapter  No.  92;  Apollo  Commandery 
No.  31;  and  Saladin  Temple  of  the  Mystic  Shrine 
at  Grand  Rapids.  He  is  also  identified  with  the 
Knights  of  Pythias. 


l^^-^§ 


i^^  EORGE  E.  TRIPP,  one  of  the  pioneers  of 
^J[^  Ludington,  owns  a  well  equipped  grocery 
and  meat-market  at  No.  410  West  Luding- 
ton Avenue.  Forty  years  have  passed  since  he 
first  set  foot  in  this  place,  and  he  has  been  a  wit- 
ness of  the  vast  changes  which  have  transformed 
the  small  hamlet  to  the  enterprising  and  prosper- 
ous city  of  to-day.  Since  1868  he  has  made  his 
home  within  its  boundary,  prior  to  which  time  he 
was  engaged  in  farming,  lumbering,  etc.  Having 
erected  a  suitable  building  near  his  present  loca- 
tion, Mr.  Tripp  engaged  in  the  meat  business,  and 
some  twelve  years  since  added  a  stock  of  groceries 
thereto.  To  some  extent  he  has  been  interested  in 
real  estate,  and  has  handled  several  pieces  of  prop- 
erty with  success  and  to  his  own  financial  benefit. 
The  birth  of  our  subject  occurred  in  Watertown, 
N.  Y.,  March  3,  1829.  His  parents  bore  the  names 
of  Julius  and  Matilda  (Benson)  Tripp,  and  were 
both   natives  of  New  York.     On   ^rrivipg  at  his 
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majority,  George  E.  left  home  to  seek  his  fortune 
in  the  West.  For  several  years  he  engaged  in 
working  on  lake  vessels,  but  finally,  while  loading 
a  boat  at  Chicago,  was  injured,  and  later  shipped 
to  Pere  Marquette.  A  small  mill  on  the  present 
site  of  the  Pere  Marquette  Mill  was  then  owned 
by  George  Ford,  and  gave  employment  to  about 
fifty  men.  Young  Tripp  obtained  a  position  in 
the  mill,  and  was  thus  employed  for  the  next  two 
years.  The  logs  were  cut  a  short  distance  up  the 
river,  and  our  subject  drove  a  yoke  of  oxen  the 
first  winter,  hauling  logs,  and  the  next  summer 
helped  to  drive  them  down  the  river.  The  mill 
oompany  then  emploj^ed  him  to  look  up  tracts  of 
timber-land  in  country  adjacent  to  the  Pere  Mar- 
quette River.  His  next  venture  was  as  an  agri- 
culturist. Buying  an  Indian  claim,  he  later  added 
forty  acres  of  railroad  land,  on  which  he  had  filed 
a  pre-emption  claim  upon  the  Government,  but 
the  railroad  company  later  came  into  possession  of 
the  same.  For  four  years  he  lemamed  on  this 
farm,  supplying  the  inhabitants  roundabout  with 
beef.  In  this  way  he  managed  to  get  a  good  start 
in  a  financial  way,  and  became  interested  in  the 
business.  In  time  his  narrow  field  was  not  large 
enough  for  one  of  his  ambitious  views,  and  he  ac- 
cordingly came  to  this  city,  where  he  has  built  up 
a  large  trade. 

May  12, 1858,  Mr.  Tripp  married  Harriet  Hutch- 
inson, daughter  of  Sherburn  and  Lavina  (Babcock) 
Hutchinson.  The  father  was  a  carpenter  by  trade, 
and  came  to  Michigan  from  New  York  about  1855, 
remaining  here  until  his  death,  which  occurred  in 
1876.  His  wife  died  when  Mrs.  Tripp  was  only  a 
child.  A  son  and  daughter  have  been  born  to  our 
subject  and  his  wife.  The  former,  Orville  Weare,  is 
married  and  has  four  children,  namely:  Nellie 
Camilla,  George  E.,  Lewis  Orville  and  an  infant. 
Nettie  Matilda  is  the  wife  of  Burnette  B.  Gibson, 
a  Justice  of  the  Peace.  They  have  two  daughters, 
Hattie  Verenice  and  Irma  Elenor.  Orville  W.,  who 
is  in  business  with  his  father,  is  an  enterprising  and 
progressive  young  man,  possessing  good  financial 
ability,  and  at  the  present  time  is  Chief  of  the  Fire 
Department. 

The  family  residence  of  George  E.  Tripp  on 
Lewia  Street  was  erected  seventeen  years  ago,  and 


is  kept  up  in  a  neat  and  thrifty  manner.  In  poli- 
tics our  subject  is  a  Republican,  and  served  for 
four  years  most  acceptably  as  a  member  of  the 
City  Council.  Fraternally  he  is  a  Knight  of  Honor, 
while  his  wife  belongs  to  the  Ladies  of  Honor. 
She  attends  the  Congregational  Church,  and  is  in- 
terested in  its  various  activities. 
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r~^  EORGE  W.  THOMAS,  who  is  a  contractor 
^^  T  and  builder  and  a  carpenter  and  cabinet- 
maker, is  considered  one  of  the  most  reli- 
able in  his  lire  of  business  in  Traverse  City.  He 
is  naturally  adapted  to  his  calling,  is  steady  and 
industrious,  and  can  be  trusted  to  do  whatever  he 
agrees  to  perform.  Many  buildings,  both  for  resi- 
dence and  store  purposes,  in  this  part  of  the  coun- 
ty stand  as  evidences  of  his  handiwork.  He  pos- 
sesses the  art  of  constructing  a  house,  finishing 
it  perfectl}^  in  every  detail,  and,  if  desired,  mak- 
ing the  furniture  for  the  same. 

The  father  of  George  W.,  William  R.  Thomas,  is 
a  leading  agriculturist  of  Antrim  County,  Mich. 
To  that  county  he  moved  in  1880  from  New  York 
State.  His  wife  before  her  marriage  was  Miss  Car- 
rie Russell,  a  native  of  the  Empire  State.  Four- 
teen children  came  to  grace  their  union,  as  fol- 
lows: William, a  farmer  of  Antrim  County;  James, 
a  railroad  man,  with  his  headquarters  at  Manistee; 
George,  the  next  in  order  of  birth;  Burt,  a  farmer 
of  Antrim  County;  Weltha,  who  is  engaged  in 
schoolteaching  in  the  county  just  mentioned;  Min- 
nie, whose  home  is  also  in  that  county,  and  who 
is  the  wife  of  Jerry  Bedell;  Mattie,  Mrs.  Lell,  of 
Le  Ro3S  Mich.;  Allen  and  Ann,  who  live  at  home; 
Charlie,  who  died  at  the  age  of  two  years;  and  Car- 
rie, Myrtle,  Alio  and  Russell,  who  live  at  home  with 
their  parents.  On  both  sides  of  the  family  our 
subject  comes  from  genuine  Yankee  stock.  His 
paternal  grandfather  was  a  native  of  Vermont, 
and  was  a  pioneer  farmer  of  New  York  State, 
where  his  death  occurred. 

George  W,  Thomas,  the  third  of  his  father's 
family,  who  w^s  born  in  Tuscola  County,  Mich., 


PORTRAIT  AND   BIOGRAPHICAL   RECORD. 


275 


September  23,  1867,  was  brought  up  to  agricultural 
pursuits,  and  was  early  employed  in  farm  work. 
He  received  the  advantages  of  a  district-school 
education,  and  remained  with  his  parents  until  he 
was  twent}^  years  of  age.  Being  a  natural  me- 
chanic and  handy  with  tools,  he  took  up  the  car- 
penter's trade,  which  he  preferred  to  farming,  and 
during  an  apprenticeship  of  four  years  learned  the 
business  thoroughly  in  all  its  details.  In  1892  he 
came  to  this  city,  where  he  worked  at  his  trade 
for  a  year,  and  then  opened  a  shop  of  his  own. 

In  February,  1889,  George  W.  Thomas  married 
Miss  Ada  Bedell,  who  was  born  in  New  York  State, 
July  1,  1867,  and  is  a  daughter  of  George  and  Al- 
mira  (Janes)  Bedell.  The  young  couple  have  one 
child,  a  son,  known  as  Rex.  Mrs.  Thomas  is  a 
member  of  the  Congregational  Church.  Our  sub- 
ject's people  are  Methodists,  but  he  is  not  a  mem- 
ber of  any  congregation,  though  he  attends  the 
same  church  as  does  his  wife.  Fraternally  he  is  a 
member  of  the  Knights  of  Pythias,  and  in  politics 
is  a  Republican.  His  many  acquaintances  and 
friends  hold  him  in  high  respect  and  esteem,  and 
wish  him  nothing  else  but  success  in  his  under- 
takings. 


VICTOR  E.  MONTAGUE,  of  Traverse  City, 
has  established  an  extended  reputation  as  a 
boat-builder,  and  is  the  only  person  in  the 
place  who  makes  that  a  business.  The  building 
of  boats  requires  peculiar  talents,  and  among  those 
who  undertake  the  work  comparatively  few  suc- 
ceed. It  is  not  onl3^  a  trade,  but  requires  the  eye 
and  genius  of  a  true  artist.  The  construction  of  a 
boat  calls  for  a  knowledge  that  cannot  be  learned 
in,  or  taught  from,  any"" textbooks.  In  fact,  it  in- 
volves the  use  of  many  trades,  and  boats  are  gen- 
erally built  one  part  by  one  man,  another  part  b}^ 
some  one  else;  and  these  different  parts  when  put 
together  do  not  always  form  a  harmonious  whole. 


Of  boat-builders,  as  of  poets,  it  may  be  said  that 
they  are  born,  not  made,  and  the  peculiar  ability 
required  in  the  occupation  is  the  result  of  natural 
adaptation  rather  than  of  study. 

In  his  work  Mr.  Montague  constructs  the  boat 
complete,  and  does  not  require  the  assistance  of  a 
sailmaker  or  other  tradesman  for  any  part  of  the 
mechanism,  having  by  practical  experience  gained 
a  knowledge  which  enables  him  to  build  harmon- 
iously a  craft  that  is  ''a  thing  of  beauty  and  a  joy 
forever."  Frequently  those  who  desire  a  boat 
cannot  describe  exactly  what  they  wish,  but  by 
giving  him  a  rough  outline  of  their  plans,  he  is 
able  to  work  out  their  ideas,  making  his  own  de- 
signs and  drafts,  and  completing  a  boat  that  will 
fully  meet  the  requirements  of  the  owner. 

During  the  early  Colonial  days  the  Montague 
famil^^  was  represented  in  Vermont,  and  there  our 
subject's  grandfather,  Joseph  A.,  was  born  and 
reared.  He  removed  to  New  York  and  settled  in 
Jefferson  County  when  it  was  sparsely  inhabited, 
his  attention  for  some  years  thereafter  being  given 
to  the  clearing  and  cultivation  of  a  farm.  His 
death  occurred  at  the  age  of  eighty-four  years. 
Among  the  elder  of  his  eight  children  was  Benja- 
min, father  of  our  subject,  and  a  native  of  Jeffer- 
son County,  N.  Y.  Removing  westward,  he  set- 
tled in  Cleveland,  Ohio,  where  he  spent  two  years. 
Thence  he  went  to  Jefferson  County,  Wis.,  becom- 
ing a  pioneer  of  that  section  of  the  state.  About 
1869  he  came  to  Michigan  and  settled  on  a  farm 
near  Old  Mission,  Grand  Traverse  County.  His 
entire  life  was  devoted  to  farm  work,  with  the 
exception  of  the  time  spent  in  California  during 
the  days  of  the  gold  excitement.  In  1849  he 
journeyed  via  the  Isthmus  to  the  Pacific  Coast,  the 
trip  requiring  one  hundred  and  twenty  days.  He 
engaged  in  mining  for  some  time,  being  measur- 
ably successful  in  that  undertaking.  In  his  declin- 
ing years  he  moved  to  Traverse  City,  where  he 
died  in  1890,  at  the  age  of  about  sixty -seven  years 
His  wife,  who  bore  the  maiden  name  of  Cascen  R 
Bates,  was  born  in  Sacket's  Harbor,  N.  Y.,  and 
died  in  Michigan  in  1885,  aged    fifty-seven  years. 

Four  children  comprised  the  parental  family 
viz.:  Herbert,  manager  for  the  Hannah  <fe  Lay 
Mercantile  Company,  of  Traverse  City;  Joseph  A., 
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a  hardware  merchant  of  this  place;  Victor  E.;  and 
Cascen  R.,  wlio  is  in  the  University  of  Michigan 
at  Ann  Arbor,  being  a  member  of  the  Class  of 
'95.  Our  subject  was  born  in  Jefferson  County, 
Wis.,  February  6,  1859,  and  accompanied  his  par- 
ents upon  their  various  removals.  His  time  until 
thirty-one  years  of  age  was  mostly  devoted  to 
farm  work.  As  his  father  advanced  in  years,  he 
gradually  came  into  control  of  affairs  and  became 
his  mother's  main  dependence.  His  education 
was  limited  but  practical,  being  obtained  more  by 
his  own  effort  and  the  excellent  teaching  of  his 
mother  (who  was  a  lady  of  intelligence  and  refine- 
ment), than  b^'  attendance  at  the  schools. 

Living  near  Grand  Traverse  Bay,  our  subject 
early  became  accustomed  to  boats.  He  was  a  close 
observer,  and  easily  picked  up  the  business,  first 
building  a  boat  for  himself.  In  this  he  was  so 
successful  that  a  neighbor,  seeing  the  craft,  wished 
one  for  himself.  From  that  small  beginning  in 
boyhood  he  gradually  established  a  profitable 
business,  with  the  result  that  when  thirty-one 
years  of  age  he  moved  to  Traverse  City  and  has 
since  given  his  entire  attention  to  the  trade. 
Among  those  for  whom  he  has  built  boats,  we 
mention  the  names  of  C.  W.  Pierce;  E.  L.  Springer; 
Allen  R.  Bancroft,  of  Chicago;  W.  A.  Greeson, 
Grand  Rapids;  Z.  T.  Aldridge,  New  York;  E.  V, 
Reynolds,  of  New  Haven,  Conn.;  and  numerous 
others  in  the  surrounding  country.  He  also  has  a 
boat  livery,  which  is  a  source  of  considerable  in- 
come during  the  summer  months.  In  the  con- 
struction of  cruising  canoes  and  small  yachts  he 
has  been  especially  successful,  his  boats  being  sea- 
worthy, neat  and  trim  in  outline,  and  of  the  very 
best  material.  He  has  no  competitor  in  the  trade 
who  can  approach  him  in  the  durability  and  ap- 
pearance of  his  boats. 

Not  a  little  of  the  energy,  perseverance  and  en- 
terprise that  are  dominant  characteristics  of  Mr. 
Montague  have  been  derived  from  his  Anglo- 
Saxon  ancestors.  Tradition  says  that  the  original 
progenitor  in  America  was  the  son  of  an  English 
baron  and  occupied  a  grant  of  land  from  George 
IIL,  which  was  located  where  now  stands  the 
historic  village  of  Salem,  Mass.  Our  subject  is  a 
genial,   pleasant   gentleman,    popular   among   his 


associates,  prominent  in  the  Republican  party,  and 
active  in  the  Order  of  the  Maccabees.  His  wife, 
whose  maiden  name  was  Ellen  F.  McCullom,  is  of 
Scotch  descent,  and  is  a  lady  of  hospitable  and 
noble  character,  worthy  to  be  a  companion  and 
helpmate  to  her  husband  in  all  his  undertakings. 
They  have  four  children,  Emma  E.,  Edwin  Victor, 
Madge  and  Beatrice,  all  of  whom  are  with  their 
parents. 


(Tpr  LBERT  H.  POOL,  junior  member  of  the 
j — \  firm  of  Pool  Bros.,  was  born  in  Upper 
Sandusky,  Ohio,  November  6,  1856.  He 
was  reared  upon  the  home  farm,  attending  the 
common  schools  of  the  neighborhood,  and  later 
conducting  his  studies  in  the  Northwestern  Normal 
School.  Upon  finishing  his  education,  he  engaged 
as  a  teacher  in  Ohio  for  three  years.  In  1880  he 
went  to  Crown  Point,  where  he  clerked  in  a  hard- 
ware store  for  eighteen  months.  Then,  going  to 
Jackson,  Mich.,  he  formed  a  partnership  with  his 
uncle  in  the  hardware  trade,  the  firm  name  being 
W.  M.  Hartupee  &  Co.  After  continuing  in  the 
firm  for  four  and  one-half  years,  he  sold  his  inter- 
est in  the  business,  receiving  in  exchange  a  farm, 
upon  which  he  lived  for  a  short  time.  In  1887  he 
came  to  Luther  and  became  associated  with  his 
brother  in  the  hardware  business  here. 

In  January,  1884,  Mr.  Pool  was  united  in  mar- 
riage with  Miss  C.  Jane  Hale,  who  was  born  in 
Wyandot  County,  Ohio,  and  is  a  daughter  of 
Daniel  Hale,  a  farmer  there.  Three  children  have 
been  born  of  the  union,  Walter  Hale,  Neva  and 
Alice  E.  In  politics  Mr.  Pool  is  a  Republican.  He 
lias  served  as  a  member  of  the  Board  of  Equaliza- 
tion of  Lake  County,  and  has  occupied  other  posi- 
tions of  trust.  His  wife  is  a  member  of  the  Church 
of  God,  while  his  religious  connections  are  with 
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the  United  Brethren  Church,  but  those  denomina- 
tions not  being  represented  in  Luther,  they  attend 
the  Methodist  P^piscopal  Church,  and  contribute  to 
the  maintenance  of  its  enterprises. 
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WILLIAM  D.  TOTTEN,  attorney-at-law 
at  Kalkaska.  A  lifetime  spent  in  pur- 
suing one  calling  will  almost  certainly 
result  in  substantial  success,  especially  if  energy 
and  perseverance  are  applied,  and  such  is  undoubt- 
edly the  case  with  Mr.  Tot  ten,  who  for  many  years 
has  given  the  study  and  practice  of  law  his  chief 
attention. 

Mr.  Totten  first  came  to  Kalkaska  in  June,  1877, 
and  worked  for  the  Grand  Rapids  &  Indiana  Rail- 
road Company  as  a  section  hand.  His  next  occu- 
pation was  that  of  a  laborer  in  the  lumber  camps, 
and  on  abandoning  this  line  of  work  he  taught 
school  several  terms,  and  worked  at  whatever  he 
could  find  to  do  that  was  honest  and  profitable. 
It  being  his  desire  to  follow  a  professional  life,  as 
soon  as  it  was  advisable  he  entered  the  office  of 
Arthur  A.  Bleazby,  and  afterward  went  to  Grand 
Rapids,  where  he  gained  further  knowledge  of  law 
in  the  office  of  Joslin  &  Ken  field.  On  his  return 
to  Kalkaska  he  was  admitted  to  the  Bar,  September 
14,  1880,  and  has  given  this  business  his  entire  at- 
tention ever  since. 

William  D.  Totten  was  born  in  New  London, 
N.  Y.,  October  17, 1858,  and  is  a  son  of  Joseph  and 
Nancy  (Morrell)  Totten,  natives  of  Jefferson  and 
Oneida  Counties,  N.  Y,,  respectively.  Grandfather 
Joseph  Totten  was  born  in  Greene  County,  N.  Y., 
Februar}^  3, 1798,  while  his  father,  bearing  the  name 
of  Jacob,  was  born  in  1760,  in  Fishkill,  that  state. 
The  father  of  the  last-named,  Samuel  Totten,  was  a 
native  of  Flatbush,  now  Brooklyn,  and  was  the  son 
of  Israel  Totten,  a  native  of  Tottenham,  near  Lon- 
don, England,  and  who  was  the  first  of  the  name 
to  settle  in  the  United  States.     On  coming  hither 


he  made  his  home  on  Long  Island,  and  followed 
farming,  which  was  the  chief  occupation  of  his  de- 
scendants. 

The  Tottens  are  of  English  and  Scotch-Irish  de- 
scent. The  great-grandfather  of  our  subject,  also 
his  great-great-grandfather,  were  soldiers  in  the 
Revolutionary  War,  while  his  grandfather  and 
great-grandfather  were  soldiers  in  the  War  of  1812. 
The  parents  of  our  subject,  who  were  married  m 
Bridgeport,  N.  Y.,  continued  to  make  their  home 
in  the  Empire  State  until  1877,  when  the  journey 
was  made  to  Michigan,  and  since  then  they  have 
lived  in  Kalkaska.  The  father  was  born  in  1823,  and 
his  good  wife  ten  years  later.  They  are  both  good 
Christian  people,  although  not  identified  with  any 
particular  denomination. 

William  D.  was  the  eldest  of  the  parental  family 
of  five  children.  The  eldest  daughter.  Lulu,  is  the 
wife  of  J.  L.  Boyd,  whose  sketch  appears  in  this 
volume;  Fred  is  in  Kalkaska,  Mich.;  Adella  is  now 
the  wife  of  Dr.  P.  W.  Pearsall,  of  Muskegon;  and 
Nellie  married  Elmer  Redner,  also  a  resident  of 
that  city. 

Our  subject  in  early  life  was  sent  to  the  com- 
mon schools  and  to  the  village  seminary  at  New 
London,  N.  Y.  He  has  been  twice  married,  his 
first  union  being  with  Miss  Ida  Boyd,  who  depart- 
ed this  life  June  6,  1884,  leaving  a  daughter,  Flor- 
ence, who  died  at  the  age  of  nine  years.  In  Jan- 
uary, 1886,  Mr.  Totten  married  Edith,  daughter 
of  Samuel  and  Maria  Phelps.  She  is  a  native  of 
Van  Buren  Count^^,  Mich.,  and  to  them  has  been 
granted  a  family  of  four  children,  namely:  Joseph, 
Samuel,  William  and  Mabel  Edith. 

In  politics  our  subject  has  been  identified  with 
the  Democrats,  on  which  ticket  he  has  been  elect- 
ed on  two  occasions  to  the  responsible  position  of 
Prosecuting  Attorney,  once  by  one  plurality,  and 
once  by  a  plurality  of  two.  He  has  also  been  Cir- 
cuit Court  Commissioner,  and  discharged  faithful- 
ly the  duties  devolving  upon  him  in  minor  posi- 
tions. Socially  he  is  an  Odd  Fellow,  and  also  be- 
longs to  the  Masonic  order. 

Mr.  Totten  fully  understands  the  meaning  of 
success,  and  has  achieved  an  enviable  reputation 
as  a  lawyer  in  Northern  Michigan.  He  has  associ- 
ated with  him  at  the  present  time  C.  M.  Phelps, 
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the  firm  being  widel}^  known  as  Totten  &  Phelps. 
He  has  been  connected  with  the  Grand  Rapids  & 
Indiana  Railroad  Company  as  an  attorney  for  sev- 
eral years,  and  now  represents  it  at  Kalkaska,  and 
has  been  admitted  to  practice  in  the  United  States 
Courts,  and  those  of  Kansas  and  Nebraska. 


i®)- Mmh. ^ 
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<  T  ^ILBER  B.  POOL  is  the  senior  member 
Y/\/  of  the  firm  of  Pool  Bros.,  dealers  in 
hardware  and  farm  machinery  at 
Luther,  and  also  owner  of  the  Luther  Observer. 
The  hardware  business,  which  was  established  in 
1882,  is  the  oldest  enterprise  in  that  line  in  the 
village,  and  through  the  energy  and  sound  judg- 
ment of  its  proprietors  has  proved  remunerative. 
The  paper,  which  was  established  in  1891,  became 
the  property  of  Pool  Bros,  two  3  ears  afterward, 
and  has  since  been  published  by  our  subject.  It 
is  independent  in  politics,  a  five-column  quarto 
sheet,  published  weekly,  and  devoted  to  the  inter- 
ests of  Luther  and  Lake  County. 

Referring  to  the  ancestral  history  of  our  sub- 
ject, we  find  that  his  grandfather,  William  Pool, 
was  a  native  of  New  Jersey,  and  was  one  of  the 
early  settlers  of  Richland  County,  Ohio,  where  he 
engaged  in  farming.  The  maternal  grandfather, 
William  Hartupee,  was  born  in  New  Jersey,  re- 
moved thence  to  Richland  County,  Ohio,  and 
there  followed  the  blacksmith's  trade.  The  par- 
ents of  our  subject,  James  M.  and  Mary  E.  (Hart- 
upee) Pool,  were  born  in  Richland  County,  Ohio, 
and  are  now  residents  of  Upper  Sandusky.  The 
father  learned  the  trade  of  a  carpenter  in  youth, 
but  after  removing  from  Richland  to  Wj^andot 
County  carried  on  farm  pursuits.  His  wife  is  a 
Presbyterian  in  religious  belief. 

Of  the  parental  family  of  seven  sons  and  two 
daughters,  we  note  the  following:  William  F.,  a 
lawyer  of  Upper  Sandusky,  died  in  1893;  Alverdia 


married  Marion  Welt3%  and  resides  in  Wyandot 
County;  Wilber  B.  is  next  in  order  of  birth;  Albert 
H.  is  the  junior  member  of  the  firm  of  Pool  Bros.; 
Ora  is  at  home;  J.  Curtis  is  a  hardware  dealer  at 
Biwabik,Minn.;  Elmer  E.  is  a  gardener  at  Mansfield, 
Ohio;  Frank  L.  is  engaged  in  farming  in  Wyandot 
County;  and  Avery  H.  is  a  machinist  at  Upper 
Sandusky. 

The  subject  of  this  sketch  was  born  in  Upper 
Sandusky,  Ohio,  September  7,  1854.  He  was  reared 
upon  a  farm,  and  attended  the  common  schools 
until  eighteen  years  of  age,  after  which  he  followed 
the  profession  of  a  teacher  for  six  years.  Mean- 
while he  also  studied  law  and  took  a  two- years 
course  in  elocution.  In  1882  he  went  to  Jackson, 
Mich.,  where  for  six  months  he  was  clerk  in  a  hard- 
ware store.  During  the  latter  part  of  the  same 
year  he  came  to  Luther  and  established  a  hardware 
business,  which  he  has  since  conducted,  his  brother 
having  been  associated  with  him  as  partner  since 
1887.  He  also  carries  on  an  office  practice  in  law, 
real  estate  and  insurance. 

Politically  Mr.  Pool  adheres  to  the  belief  of  his 
family  and  advocates  Republican  principles.  For 
four  3^ears  he  served  as  Circuit  Court  Commis- 
sioner, to  which  office  he  was  again  elected  in  1894, 
and  is  the  present  incumbent  of  the  position.  He 
was  the  first  Treasurer  of  Luther,  and  is  now  Jus- 
tice of  the  Peace.  In  1884  he  united  with  the 
Methodist  Episcopal  Church,  in  which  he  has 
served  as  Class-leader,  local  preacher  and  Sunday- 
school  Superintendent.  He  was  licensed  to  preach 
in  1888,  and  occasionally  officiates  in  that  capacit3^ 
The  church  had  not  been  organized  at  the  time  of 
his  arrival  in  Luther,  and  he  was  serving  as  Trus- 
tee when  the  house  of  worship  was  erected. 

From  the  above  sketch  it  will  be  seen  that  Mr. 
Pool  is  a  man  of  varied  talents,  who  is  able  to 
carry  on  successfully  several  difiPerent  kinds  of 
work.  Starting  out  for  himself  at  the  age  of 
eighteen,  he  has  since  made  his  way  in  the  world 
unaided.  As  a  journalist  he  has  had  considerable 
experience,  having  assisted  in  editing  a  paper  in 
Upper  Sandusk3^  for  a  short  time,  and  also  having 
served  as  editor  of  the  Luther  Enterprise  for  a 
number  of  years.  He  is  now  in  the  prime  of  manly 
vigor,  with  every  prospect  for  an  increasing  sue- 
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cess  in  business  and  in  journalistic  work.  That 
such  raa^^  be  the  case  is  the  wish  of  the  host  of 
personal  friends  whom  he  has  won  among  the  peo- 
ple of  Northern  Michigan. 


PAUL  C.  JENSEN,  M.  D.  The  medical  pro- 
fession in  Manistee  is  represented  by  a 
number  of  skillful  and  successful  physi- 
cians, who  have  an  extended  knowledge  of  thera- 
peutics. One  of  the  most  prominent  of  these  is 
Dr.  Jensen,  who,  though  scarcely  yet  in  the  prime 
of  life,  has  already  gained  a  wide  reputation  for 
skill  in  the  treatment  of  intricate  and  deep-seated 
diseases.  His  practice  is  large,  including  many 
families  of  this  city,  as  well  as  the  people  of  the 
surrounding  country. 

Dr.  Jensen  was  born  near  Copenhagen,  Den- 
mark, April  7,  1855,  and  in  the  land  of  his  birth 
passed  the  years  of  early  boyhood.  In  1869  he 
accompanied  his  parents  to  America  and  settled  in 
Minnesota,  where  he  gained  his  rudimentary  edu- 
cation in  the  English  language.  In  1877  he  en- 
tered the  University  of  Michigan,  and  took  the 
pharmaceutical  course  of  two  3^ears,  immediatelj' 
following  which  he  took  a  three-years  course  in 
medicine.  He  was  graduated  in  1882  with  the  de- 
gree of  Doctor  of  Medicine,  and  at  once  opened  an 
office  in  Albert  Lea,  Minn.,  where  he  built  up  an 
extensive  and  lucrative  practice.  His  country 
practice  was  especially  large,  and  the  constant  ex- 
posure and  long  rides  at  last  seriously  impaired  his 
health,  and  he  was  obliged  to  relinquish  his  prac- 
tice at  that  point. 

From  Albert  Lea  Dr.  Jensen  went  to  Chicago, 
where  for  two  years  he  filled  the  position  of  assist- 
ant city  physician.  While  there  he  had  his  office 
in  the  Chicago  Opera  House,  where  the  celebrated 
Dr.  Cronin  also  engaged  in  practice.  After  some 
time  spent  m  Chicago,  our  subject  was  urged  by 
his  wife  to  accept  an  opening  for  a  physician  in 
Manistee,  and  accordingly  he  opened  an  office  here 


in  1889.  Time  has  proved  the  wisdom  of  the 
move,  for  he  has  gained  a  wide  reputation  as  a 
physician  and  a  large  practice  throughout  the  coun- 
ty. In  addition  to  these  advantages,  he  also  has 
the  privilege  of  associating  with  his  own  country- 
men, many  of  whom  are  residents  of  Manistee. 

The  Doctor  has  one  of  the  best  equipped  offices 
in  the  city.  It  contains,  among  other  medical  ap- 
pliances, the  P.  Atkinson  Electro-Static  Machine, 
and  the  Mcintosh  "Little  Gem''  Battery,  with  the 
galvanic,  faradic  and  electro-cautery  attachments; 
also  an  excellent  microscope,  magnifying  fifteen 
hundred  diameters,  as  well  as  many  other  necessary 
appliances  not  generally  possessed  by  the  ordinary 
practitioner.  In  addition  to  these,  he  also  owns  a 
valuable  professional  library. 

At  Albert  Lea,  Minn.,  occurred  the  marriage  of 
Dr.  Jensen  to  Miss  Catherine  Planscn,  a  native  of 
Denmark.  Their  happj^  married  life  was  brought 
to  a  close  by  her  death  in  Manistee,  February  3, 
1891,  and  at  the  same  time  the  Doctor  lost  his 
only  child. 

While  Dr.  Jensen  is  distinctl}^  a  professional 
man,  and  one  who  takes  great  pride  in  perfecting 
himself  in  the  various  intricacies  of  his  chosen  pro- 
fession, he  nevertheless  finds  time  to  devote  to 
other  interests,  social  and  business.  Especially  is 
he  interested  in  Masonry,  being  a  member  of  the 
Consistoiy  branch  of  that  order.  He  is  a  member 
of  Blair  Lodge  No.  393,  A.  F.  &  A.  M.,of  Chicago; 
Manistee  Chapter  No.  65,  R.  A.  M.;  Manistee  Corn- 
man  dery  No.  32,  and  Manistee  Council.  He  is  a 
permanent  member  of  the  Chicago  Medical  So- 
ciety, and  is  also  identified  with  the  American 
Medical  Association  and  the  American  Health  Re- 
sort Association.     In  politics  he  is  a  Republican. 

As  will  be  observed  from  the  above,  the  charac- 
ter of  Dr.  Jensen  may  be  viewed  from  three  differ- 
ent points  of  observation,  as  a  citizen,  as  a  physi- 
cian, and  as  a  man.  While  a  native  of  a  foreign 
land,  it  niay  be  said  of  him,  as  a  citizen,  that  he  is 
intensely  loyal,  in  word  and  feeling,  to  the  insti- 
tutions of  our  country.  He  recognizes  the  fact 
that  while  a  professional  man  must  ever  be  faithful 
to  his  calling,  yet  the  common  public  interests  of 
the  community  in  which  he  lives,  and  of  which  he 
is  an  integral  part,  cannot  be  ignored.     It  is  there- 
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fore  his  aim  to  keep  himself  well  posted  concern- 
ing the  great  issues  of  the  age,  m  order  that  he 
may  fulfill  his  obligations  as  a  citizen.  Jn  his 
personal  character  he  is  large-hearted  and  benevo- 
lent, willing  to  aid  those  less  fortunate  than  him- 
self, and  through  his  profession  has  found  many 
opportunities  to  assist  the  distressed  and  the 
afflicted. 


:£)^(^ 


JOHN  QUINN,  of  Harrison,  was  Maj^or  of  this 
city  for  one  term,  has  been  a  member  of  the 
Council,  and  in  every  possible  way  has  mani- 
fested his  genuine  interest  in  the  increasing  pros- 
perity of  the  place  with  whose  welfare  his  own  has 
been  interwoven  for  the  past  fifteen  years.  In 
1894  he  was  elected  oq  the  Republican  ticket  to 
his  present  position  as  Prosecuting  Attorney  of 
Clare  County.  In  June,  1889,  he  was  appointed 
Postmaster,  and  served  as  such  for  a  term  of  four 
years.  During  this  period  he  read  law  and  was 
admitted  to  the  Bar  m  November,  1893.  At  one 
time  he  was  a  member  of  the  State  Board  of 
Equalization;  in  the  winter  of  1889-90  he  was 
Secretary  of  the  County  Republican  Committee, 
and  has  frequently  been  a  delegate  to  County, 
District  and  State  Conventions.  For  one  term  he 
was  Township  Treasurer,  and  he  also  served  as 
Township  Clerk  and  Supervisor,  being  Chairman 
of  the  board  of  the  latter.  At  present  he  is  Chair- 
man of  the  Board  of  Education,  and  he  is  a  well 
known  friend  to  educational  measures. 

Boin  in  Seneca  County,  N.  Y.,  November  15, 
1854,  the  gentleman  of  whom  we  write  is  a  son  of 
Michael  and  Ann  Quinn.  They  were  both  natives 
of  Ireland,  where  tiiey  resided  until  about  1849,  at 
which  time  they  became  residents  of  Seneca" County, 
having  settled  on  a  farm.  In  1865  they  came  to 
Michigan,  and  for  eighteen  years  resided  in  Cal- 
houn County,  after  which  they  passed  their  re- 
maining years  with  their  children.  The  mother 
died  March  8, 1892,  at  Harrison,  aged  eighty-three 
years.     The  father,  who  was  born  in  1798,  is  still 


living.  Of  their  ten  children  all  but  two  were 
born  in  the  Emerald  Isle,  and  four  of  the  number 
were  buried  in  that  land.  Joseph  was  drowned  at 
Saginaw  about  1871,  and  left  a  family  of  five 
children.  During  the  Civil  War  he  was  in  the 
United  States  navy  service.  Michael  died  from 
the  effects  of  wounds  received  in  the  war,  when  he 
was  a  member  of  Company  E,  One  Hundred  and 
Forty-eighth  Regiment  of  New  York  Infantry, 
Bridget  is  the  wife  of  John  Caldwell,  of  Lansing, 
this  state.  Peter,  who  died  in  St.  Paul,  Minn.,  un- 
married, enlisted  at  the  age  of  sixteen  years  in 
Company  A,  Thirty-third  New  York  Infantry, 
but  subsequently  was  transferred  to  the  cavalry 
service.  Julia  married  John  L.  Smith,  and  died 
during  the  present  year  at  Port  Huron,  Mich. 

John  Quinn  is  the  \^oungestin  his  parents'  family 
and  with  them  came  to  this  state,  where  he  grew  to 
manhood.  He  received  his  education  at  Battle 
Creek.  In  1874  he  went  to  Saginaw,  and  while 
working  in  a  shingle-mill  met  with  two  accidents 
by  which  he  lost  the  fingers  on  both  hands.  Fie 
then  returned  home  and  continued  his  studies  in 
the  public  schools.  Later  he  entered  the  employ 
of  W.  H.  &  F.  A.  Wilson,  of  Isabella  County,  lum- 
bermen, as  bookkeeper,  and  as  such  he  acted  alto- 
gether about  twelve  years.  In  1882  he  founded 
the  Clare  County  Cleaver^  which  he  published 
for  about  eight  years.  He  was  next  in  a  hard- 
ware business  as  a  member  of  the  firm  of  Stephens 
&  Quinn.  For  one  and  one-half  years  he  operated 
a  sawmill;  for  a  year  and  a-half  conducted  a  livery, 
and  for  a  short  time  was  proprietor  of  the  John- 
son House.  He  now  gives  his  whole  attention  to 
his  law  practice  and  public  duties.  For  many 
years  he  supported,  or  helped  to  support,  his  par- 
ents, and  since  boyhood  has  been  self-reliant. 

In  1878  Mr.  Quinn  married  Jennie,  daughter  of 
H.  C.  Dodge,  of  Durand,  Mich.  She  was  born  in 
New  York  State,  and  was  called  to  the  better  land 
June  22,  1894,  leaving  two  sons:  William  J.,  aged 
fifteen;  and  Stanley  F.,  aged  eleven  years.  For 
five  years  she  was  a  clerk  in  the  postoffice,  during 
her  husband's  tenure  of  oflSce,  and  became  ac- 
quainted with  every  resident  of  Harrison  and 
vicinity.  She  won  a  place  in  their  hearts  that 
years  will  be  required  to  efface.     She  was  an  active 
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member   of   the    Congregational    Church     and    a 
lovable  Christian  woman. 

John  Quinn  is  a  member  of  the  local  lodge  and 
encampment  of  the  Independent  Order  of  For- 
esters, and  is  also  a  Knight  of  Pythias.  He  is  a 
good  citizen  and  never  fails  to  use  his  influence 
or  means  in  behalf  of  all  movements  tending  to 
benefit  the  community  which  he  expects  to  make 
his  permanent  home. 


ROLANDO  F.  RUGG,  Sheriff  of  Kalkaska 
County,  is  one  of  the  ablest  and  most 
popular  men  who  have  ever  held  this  re- 
sponsible position  in  this  county,  and  the  interests 
of  law  and  order  have  never  been  better  subserved 
than  b}^  him.  He  also  deserves  special  mention 
as  one  of  the  bravest  soldiers  during  the  late  war, 
at  which  time  the  valuable  services  rendered  his 
country  won  for  him  a  distinguished  military 
record. 

Mr.  Rugg  made  his  advent  into  this  county  in 
1876,  at  which  time  he  purchased  land  in  Rapid 
River  Township,  which  was  then  in  an  unim- 
proved state.  He  made  this  place  his  home  until 
1893,  when  he  moved  into  the  village  of  Kalkaska. 
He  still  has  in  his  possession  one  hundred  and 
twenty  acres  of  valuable  land,  fifty  acres  of  which 
are  under  a  high  state  of  cultivation  and  improved 
with  a  good  residence,  barns  and  necessary  out- 
buildings. 

Our  subject  was  born  in  Susquehanna  County, 
Pa.,  May  13,  1843,  and  is  the  son  of  David  H.  and 
Anna  E.  (Lacey)  Rugg,  natives  of  Vermont.  They 
were  married  in  the  Keystone  State,  where  the 
mother's  death  occurred  in  1867,  when  in  her 
fifty-sixth  year.  The  father  is  still  living,  and  is 
an  official  member  of  the  Baptist  Church.  He  is  a 
millwright  by  trade,  which  business  he  has  success- 
fully followed  for  many  years.  In  politics  he  was 
a  Whig  until  the  formation  of  the  Republican 
party,  since  which  time  he  has  been  a  member  of 


its  ranks.  For  fifteen  years  he  held  the  office  of 
Justice  of  the  Peace,  and  during  that  time  had  the 
good-will  of  the  entire  communit}^  whom  he  served 
satisfactorily. 

The  parental  family  included  five  children,  two 
of  whom  died  young.  Of  those  living,  our  sub- 
ject is  the  eldest;  Henry  L.is  engaged  as  a  butcher 
in  Bingham  ton,  N.  Y.;  and  Eva  is  the  wife  of 
Lester  Smith,  of  Lacey ville,  Wyoming  County, 
Pa.  Rolando  F.  remained  in  his  native  county  un- 
til eighteen  years  of  age,  in  the  mean  time  attend- 
ing the  schools  taught  in  the  neighborhood.  In 
the  spring  of  1861,  on  the  outbreak  of  the  Civil 
War,  he  enlisted  as  a  member  of  Company  D,  Fif- 
tieth New  York  Engineers,  and  served  with  his 
regiment  until  July,  1865,  when  he  was  discharged 
and  mustered  out  under  general  orders.  He  was 
private  Orderly  under  General  Meade  for  fourteen 
months,  and  was  present  at  every  engagement  in 
which  the  Army  of  the  Potomac  participated  from 
the  battle  of  the  Wilderness  to  the  close  of  the 
war.  During  these  long  years  he  was  never  in- 
jured or  taken  prisoner. 

After  fully  recuperating  from  the  hardships  of 
a  soldier's  life,  Mr.  Rugg  learned  the  trade  of  a 
carpenter  at  Bradford,  Pa.,  which  business  he  fol- 
lowed exclusively  until  coming  to  Michigan,  when 
he  began  contracting  and  building.  He  was  mar- 
ried, January  23,  1866,  to  Miss  Susie,  daughter  of 
Daniel  and  Elizabeth  Brotzman,  who  was  born  in 
Susquehanna  Countj^,  Pa.  To  them  have  been 
born  ten  children, of  whom  Wilber  is  living  in  the 
state  of  Washington.  The  other  members  of  the 
family  are  Ward,  Addie,  John,  Edward  and  Eva 
(twins),  Fred,  James,  Len  and  Ray. 

In  politics  Mr.  Rugg  is  a  stanch  Republican. 
He  has  held  various  township  and  school  offices, 
and  is  now  serving  his  second  term  as  Sheriff  of 
Kalkaska  County.  He  possesses  in  a  full  degree 
the  necessary  resolution,  dignity  and  self-posses- 
sion, and  the  high  courage  that  faces  everj^  danger 
unflinchingly,  while  he  is  at  the  same  time  just 
and  humane  in  the  discharge  of  his  duties.  He 
has  been  a  member  of  the  County  Republican 
Committee,  and  at  various  times  has  been  sent  as 
a  delegate  to  various  conventions  of  his  party. 
Socially  he  is  a  member  of  Colonel  Baker  Post  No. 
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84,  G.  A.  R.,  and  is  a  prominent  Odd  Fellow  and 
Knight  of  Pythias. 

When  Mr.  Rugg  paid  the  freight  on  his  house- 
hold goods  on  coming  to  Michigan,  he  had  not  a 
dollar  left  with  which  to  make  the  family  comfort- 
able. This  did  not  discourage  him,  however,  but 
with  characteristic  energy  he  set  to  work  to  culti- 
vate his  land,  which  was  seven  miles  from  any 
town,  and,  as  time  passed  on,  he  was  enabled  to 
pay  for  it.  On  each  Saturday  he  would  walk  to 
the  nearest  town  and  carry  home  provisions.  At 
that  time  there  was  only  one  team  of  horses  in  the 
county,  and  at  a  Sunday-school  convention  which 
he  attended  shortly  after  coming  here,  he  counted 
fourteen  ox-teams,  which  was  quite  an  unusual 
sight  for  him,  having  come  from  Pennsylvania. 
In  those  early  days  he  was  compelled  to  labor 
early  and  late  in  order  to  support  his  family,  and 
the  success  which  is  now  his  is  due  entirely  to  his 
own  exertions. 


^3 


^H^ 
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WILLIAM  H.  BAULD,  a  practical  elec- 
trician, is  superintendent  of  the  Board- 
man  River  Electric  Light  and  Power 
Company,  a  splendid  enterprise,  of  which  he  was 
one  of  the  projectors  at  the  start  and  has  since  been 
unwearying  in  his  efforts  to  bring  to  a  successful 
completion.  He  has  been  a  resident  of  Traverse 
City  for  the  past  twenty-three  years,  and  has  risen 
to  success  and  influence  in  the  community  through 
his  native  force  of  character.  From  boyhood  he 
has  been  enthusiastic  on  the  subject  of  electricity 
and  its  application  as  a  motor  for  light  and  power. 
He  is  also  a  natural  mechanic,  and  while  putting 
in  the  electric  plant  at  the  State  Asylum  became 
quite  an  expert,  and  gained  a  general  knowledge 
which  has  been  invaluable  to  him  since. 

David  Bauld,  the  father  of  William  H.,  was  a 
native  of  Scotland,  and  there  married  Jeanette  Hus- 
ton, who  is  still  living.  They  became  the  parents 
of  twelve  children,  of  whom  William  H.  is  the  eld- 


est. The  others  were  as  follows:  Isabella,  who  died 
of  the  cholera  in  1860;  Anna,  Mrs.  McGregor,  of 
Chicago;  Jennie,  who  died  at  the  age  of  twenty- 
six  years;  Peter,  a  Chicago  engineer;  Barbara, 
Margaret  and  David  A.,  who  are  residents  of  the 
Garden  City;  Robert,  deceased;  Isabella,  the  second 
of  the  name,  and  now  living  in  Chicago;  and  two 
who  died  in  infancy. 

The  birth  of  William  H.  Bauld  occurred  in  Ren- 
frew, Scotland,  January  1,  1850.  When  he  was 
only  four  years  old  he  was  brought  by  his  parents 
to  the  United  States  and  for  some  years  lived  in 
Detroit.  He  attended  the  common  schools  of  that 
city  until  he  was  thirteen  years  old,  and  then  be- 
gan learning  the  business  of  a  machinist  in  Chi- 
cago. He  picked  up  the  trade  of  brass-finishing 
also,  being  employed  by  Crane  Bros.  When  in  his 
nineteenth  year  he  obtained  a  position  as  second 
engineer  on  the  steamboat  "Alleghany,"  which 
belonged  to  Hannah,  Lay  &  Co.  He  was  effici- 
ent and  faithful,  and  remained  in  the  same  corn- 
pan}' 's  employ  for  nineteen  years.  Subsequently 
he  became  engineer  on  the  steamer  ''City  of  Grand 
Rapids."  About  1885  he  was  given  the  post  of 
Chief  Engineer  at  the  Northern  Michigan  Insane 
Asylum. 

August  16,  1893,  a  co-partnership  was  formed 
between  Frank  and  A.  V.  Friedrich,  el.  L.  Gibbs, 
L.  K.  Gibbs,  William  Bauld  and  J.  S.  Hodges,  for 
the  purchase  of  two  hundred  acres  of  land  lying 
along  both  sides  of  the  Boardman  River,  four  and 
a-half  miles  from  this  city.  The  idea  of  utilizing 
the  river  for  the  purpose  of  an  electric-lighting 
and  power  plant  was  conceived  by  Frank  P>ied- 
rich  and  our  subject,  and  after  agreeing  upon  defi- 
nite plans,  work  was  at  once  begun  and  never  re- 
laxed until  carried  to  a  grand  consummation.  The 
establishment  of  the  plant  in  this  citj^adds  material- 
1}^  to  its  commercial  possibilities  and  manufactur- 
ing facilities  and  will  be  an  important  factor  in  its 
future  growth. 

January  30, 1884,  Mr.  Bauld  married  Helena  Par- 
sons, a  native  of  Ohio,  born  in  1854.  Two  sons 
have  come  to  bless  their  home  and  are  named,  re- 
spectively, Robert  A.  and  Walter.  Politically  Mr. 
Bauld  is  an  ally  of  the  Republican  party,  and  fra- 
ternally he  belongs  to  the  Ancient  Free  and    Ac- 
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cepted  Masons.  With  the  genius  and  ability  which 
seem  to  be  his  both  by  inheritance  and  practical 
strength  gained  m  the  battles  of  life  thus  far,  Mr. 
Bauld  bids  fair  to  luive  a  very  successful  and  pros- 
perous future,  and  those  who  know  him  give  him 
their  heartiest  sympathy  and  good  wishes. 


^^i@^@l^^ 


THOMAS  FHLL  MAYNARD,  M.  D.,  the  pio- 
neer phj'sician  of  Clare  County,  has  been  a 
witness  of  nearly  its  entire  growth  and  ad- 
vance toward  civilization.  He  has  been  actively 
engaged  in  practice  here  since  October  16,  1866. 
At  tliat  time  there  were  only  Indian  trails,  and  he 
was  obliged  to  visit  his  patients  on  foot,  first  be- 
cause there  were  no  roads,  and  secondly  because 
lie  was  not  able  to  own  a  horse.  He  frequently 
traveled  thirty  nnles  in  a  day,  visiting  nine  or  ten 
patients,  and  in  thij?  way  walked  twenty-five  hun- 
dred miles  in  a  year.  The  second  year  he  pur- 
chased an  Indian  pony,  and  was  thus  equipped  for 
the  next  two  years,  as  the  construction  of  roads 
did  not  afford  the  traveler  convenience  until 
1876.  For  many  3'eais  his  territory  of  practice 
had  a  radius  of  from  ten  to  twenty  miles.  He  is 
the  present  Postmaster  of  Clare,  and  is  one  of  her 
most  respected  citizens. 

John  Maynard,  the  Doctoi's  paternal  grandfa- 
ther, lived  to  the  good  old  age  of  ninety-six  years. 
His  son  John  was  born  August  12,  1784,  and  was 
in  the  service  during  the  War  of  1812.  He  pos- 
sessed a  good  education,  and  was  a  successful  farm- 
er. He  died  March  18,  1856.  He  was  three  times 
married,  and  was  the  father  of  fourteen  children. 
His  last  union  was  with  Deborah  Hill,  a  native  of 
New  York,  while  his  birth  took  placfi  in  Maryland. 
The  wife  died  June  5,  1845,  leaving  five  childi-ee 
to  mourn  her  loss,  one  having  preceded  her  to  the 
better  land.  Caroline  is  deceased;  Reason  died  in 
childhood;  John  lives  in  Whitley  County,  Ind.,  as 
does  also  his  brother  Elon;  and  Martha  Jane  married 
George  Kline  Hance,  and  died  in  Whitley  County. 
A  native  of  Waj^ne  County,  Ohio,  Dr.  Maynard 
was  born  twelve  miles  north  of  Wooster,  November 


19,  1841.  Left  an  orphan  at  the  age  of  fourteen, 
his  mother  having  died  nine  years  previously,  he 
went  to  live  with  a  guardian.  During  the  winter 
he  attended  school  for  several  seasons,  and  worked 
as  a  farm  hand  the  remainder  of  the  year.  He 
was  preparing  for  college,  but  was  taken  sick  and 
was  obliged  to  abandon  the  idea.  When  nineteen 
years  of  age  he  began  to  study  for  the  medical 
profession  at  Larwill,  Whitley  County,  Ind.,  to 
which  his  parents  had  removed  in  July,  1851. 
For  six  years  he  studied  and  practiced  with  Dr. 
Jacob  F.  Smith.  In  1866  he  came  to  Northern 
Michigan,  and  for  four  years  made  his  home  on  a 
farm  in  Isabella  County,  a  mile  and  a-haif  from 
the  city  of  Clare,  whence  he  came  at  the  end  of 
that  period. 

May  7,  1871,  Dr.  Maynard  married  Josephine 
Berry,  who  was  born  in  Chemung  County,  N.  Y., 
and  who  died  September  14,  1879,  aged  twenty- 
seven  years,  seven  months  and  tw^entj'-seven  days. 
Her  eldest  child,  Edna  A.,  born  September  30, 
1872,  died  August  10,  1873;  John  Almon,  born 
July  14,  1877,  died  July  20,  1878;  Charles  Henry, 
born  August  11,  1879,  died  November  7  of  the 
same  year;  and  Albert  Edward,  born  July  9,  1874, 
is  still  living.  May  4,  1893,  the  Doctor  married 
Idella  Westmiller,  who  w^as  born  m  Tompkins 
County,  N.  Y.,  December  5,  1856.  She  learned 
the  printer*s  trade,  at  which  she  worked  faithfully 
and  managed  to  save  $1,000  of  her  earnings. 

Dr.  Maynard  is  a  member  of  the  Church  of  God. 
Socially  he  belongs  to  John  Q.  Look  Lodge  No. 
404,  A.  F.  &  A.  M.  Politically  he  is  a  worker 
in  the  ranks  of  the  Democratic  party.  He  has  re- 
cently presented  to  his  son,  Albert,  a  farm  of 
eighty  acres  lying  in  Isabella  County,  Mich. 


-^. 
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WILLIAM  K,   BRANCH,  M.  D.,  who  is 
recognized  as  one  of  the  most  skillful 
and  capable  physicians  of  Manistee,  is 
still  a  yoiing  man,  his  birth  having  occurred  April 
22,  1861.     He  is  a  native  of  Illinois,  born    in  El 
Paso,  and  is  a  son  of  Rev.  William  and  Lucy  C. 
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(Knapp)  Branch.  His  father,  who  was  born  in 
Vermont  in  1806,  was  a  graduate  of  a  theological 
school  at  Williamsbiirg,  N.  Y.,  and  afterward,  en- 
tering the  ministry  of  the  Baptist  Church,  made 
the  preaching  of  the  Gospel  his  life  work.  At  the 
time  of  his  death,  which  occurred  in  1871,  he  was 
filling  the  position  of  State  Missionary  of  the  Bap- 
tist Church  in  Illinois. 

The  ancestors  of  the  family  came  to  America  in 
one  of  the  first  five  ships  which  landed  the  Pilgrim 
Fathers  in  ISIassach usetts.  From  this  parent  stock 
of  English  ancestry'  a  numerous  family  has  sprung, 
whose  members  are  scattered  throughout  the  entire 
United  States.  The  mother  of  our  subject,  who 
was  the  second  wife  of  Rev.  Mr.  Branch,  was  born 
in  Ohio  in  1826,  and  died  in  1872.  She  was  a 
daughter  of  Elihu  Knapp,  who  in  early  manhood 
settled  in  Ashtabula,  Ohio,  and  there  remained  un- 
til his  death. 

In  the  parental  family  there  were  two  sons  and 
two  daughters,  of  whom  William  K.  is  the  young- 
est. His  brother,  Herbert  IL,  is  a  minister  of  the 
regular  Baptist  Church,  and  is  now  pastor  of  a 
church  in  Carbon  dale,  III.  He  is  a  man  of  broad 
and  liberal  education,  having  been  a  student  in 
Shiirtleff  College,  at  Alton,  111.,  where  he  spent 
two  years  in  the  academic  department,  four  iii  the 
collegiate,  and  two  in  the  theological.  He  married 
Miss  Blanche  Russell,  a  native  of  St.  Louis,  Mo., 
and  daughter  of  a  wealthy  capitalist  and  business 
man  of  that  place.  By  their  union  six  children 
have  been  born.  Elizabeth,  the  elder  sister,  re- 
sides in  St.  Josepli,  Mo.,  where  her  husband,  George 
Doran,  is  proprietor  of  a  large  greenhouse.  Adel- 
aide, the  elder  sister,  is  unmarried,  and  makes  her 
home  with  Mrs.  Doran. 

When  our  subject  was  quite  small,  his  parents 
removed  from  El  Paso  to  Springfield,  111.,  and  his 
education  was  obtained  in  the  city  schools.  He 
took  a  special  course  of  one  year  in  Shurtleff  Col- 
lege, at  Alton,  III.,  and  in  1889  entered  the  medi- 
cal department  of  the  University  of  Michigan, 
from  which  he  was  graduated  in  1892,  having 
taken  a  three-years  course.  Opening  an  ofllce  in 
Duiuth,  Minn.,  he  engaged  in  practice  for  two 
years,  and  from  that  city  removed  to  his  present 
location  during  the  autumn  of  1894.     Here  he  en- 


tered into  partnership  with  Dr.  D.  E.  Robinson, an 
old-established  and  successful  physician  of  Manis- 
tee, through  whose  influence  he  at  once  gained  a 
good  clientage.  As  soon  as  his  ability  and  skill 
were  proved  by  practical  tests,  he  gained  the  con- 
fidence of  the  people,  which,  through  skill  and  ac- 
curate diagnosis  of  difficult  cases,  he  has  retained. 
Without  any  doubt  the  coming  years  will  bring 
him  a  constantly  enlarging  practice  and  an  in- 
creasing reputation  as  a  successful  and  reliable 
physician.  The  success  he  has  thus  far  attained  is 
the  result  of  merit,  and  proves  the  possession  on 
his  part  of  more  than  ordinary  ability  and  de- 
termination. 

The  marriage  of  Dr.  Branch,  which  occurred  in 
April,  1894,  united  him  with  Miss  Angeline  Fowl- 
er, of  Manistee,  a  graduate  of  the  high  school  at 
this  place.  She  is  a  daughter  of  Col.  Smith  W. 
Fowler,  formerly  a  prominent  and  wealth}^  citizen 
of  Manistee,  whose  death  occurred  October  3, 
1894. 


J 


OHN  C.  ROCKAFELLOW,  a  Justice  of  the 
Peace  and  insurance  man  of  Clare,  is  one  of 
the  pioneers  of  this  count}^,  within  whose 
boundaries  he  took  up  his  permanent  abode 
May  6, 1873.  For  about  ten  years  he  was  engaged 
in  general  merchandising,  but  lost  his  store  and 
entire  stock  by  fire  in  1883.  At  that  time  he  was 
serving  as  Postmaster^  and  on  the  expiratioi}  of 
his  term  turned  his  attention  to  the  insurance 
business.  In  1890  he  was  appomt^^d  special  agent 
in  the  Government  service  to  take  abstracts  of 
mortgages  in  the  Tenth  Congressional  District  for 
the  Census  Bureau.  Since  he  arrived  at  man's 
estate  there  has  hardly  been  an  interruption  to  his 
serving  the  public  in  one  capacity  or  another.  He 
has  held  all  of  the  township  offices,  and  for  ten 
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years  served  as  Supervisor,  being  Chairman  of 
that  body  lor  two  terms,  and  for  six  years  was 
Treasurer  of  Clare  County.  In  1885  he  was  elected 
to  be  President  of  tlie  village,  and  he  has  also  been 
a  member  of  the  Council.  In  his  various  trans- 
actions and  work  as  a  public  servant  he  has  hand- 
led over  half  a  million  dollars  of  other  people's 
money,  and  his  accounts  and  records  have  alwaj'S 
been  correct  and  unquestioned. 

In  the  early  history-  of  the  Colonies  our  sub- 
ject's great-grandfather,  John  llockafellow,  with 
his  four  brothers,  came  from  Germany  to  make 
homes  in  the  New  World.  Two  of  the  number  set- 
tled in  New  York,  two  in  New  Jersej^,  and  one  in 
Pennsylvania.  The  son  of  John  Rockafellow  bore 
the  same  Christian  name,  and  lived  in  New  Jersey 
during  his  entire  life.  He  died  leaving  three  sons, 
all  of  whom  grew  to  maturity.  Jeremiah  M.,  a 
blacksmith  by  trade,  settled,  and  finall^^  died,  in 
Geauga  County,  Ohio. 

Elias  Rockafellow,  father  of  our  subject,  was 
only  eight  years  old  when  he  was  left  an  orphan, 
and  he  was  taken  to  be  leared  by  an  uncle.  At 
the  age  of  sixteen  years  he  was  apprenticed  to  the 
blacksmith's  trade,  at  which  he  was  employed  for 
many  years.  After  marrying  in  his  native  state 
(New  Jerse}^)  Catherine  Thatcher,  also  of  that  sec- 
tion, he  removed,  in  1826,  to  New  York.  Subse- 
quently he  was  for  two  years  a  resident  of  Rich- 
mond, Ontario,  then  for  eight  years  lived  at 
Brooks  Grove,  Livingston  County,  N.  Y.,  after 
which  he  came  to  this  state.  For  a  number  of 
years  he  carried  on  his  trade  at  Atlas,  Genesee 
Counly,  and  then  built  and  operated  a  foundry. 
In  advanced  age  he  located  on  a  farm  and  then,  his 
wife  having  died  and  he  having  lost  his  hearing, 
he  went  to  pass  his  remaining  years  with  a  son.  In 
1868,  accompanied  by  his  five  sons,  he  went  in  a 
wagon  to  the  polls,  where  each  of  the  number 
voted  the  straight  Republican  ticket,  and  four 
years  later  this  act  was  repeated  by  them.  In  1886 
twent3'-six  of  his  descendants  and  sons-in-law  cast 
their  ballots  for  the  Republican  party.  In  early 
life  he  was  a  Whig,  and  was  always  a  stanch  parti- 
san. For  many  years  he  served  as  Justice  of  the 
Peace.  In  New  York  State  he  was  an  Elder  in  a 
Presbyterian  Church,  but  after  coming  to  this  state 


did   not  affiliate  with  any  congregation.     He  was 
born  in  1803  and  died  in  1887. 

To  Elias  and  Catherine  Rockafellow  were  born 
twelve  children,  all  but  one  of  whom  lived  to  ma- 
turity, and  were  as  follows:  Wesley,  who  was  a 
farmer  and  blacksmith,  and  died  in  Genesee  Coun- 
ty; John  C,  who  is  next  in  order  of  birth;  Elijah 
A.,  now  operating  a  farm  in  Genesee  County; 
Robert,  a  carpenter  and  resident  of  the  same  coun- 
ty; Henry  E.,  a  mechanic  of  Arenac  County;  Jer- 
emiah M.,  also  a  mechanic,  and  a  resident  of  the 
same  county;  Ann  Eliza,  now  deceased,  formerly 
the  wife  of  Jacob  Cratsley;  Susan,  widow  of  John 
W.  Farrar,  living  in  Detroit;  Rachel  C,  who  mar- 
ried William  H.  Goodman,  now  of  Clare;  Mary, 
Mrs.  Barlow,  who  died  at  Flint;  and  Jennie,  wife 
of  William  H.  Bailey,  of  Lapeer,  Mich. 

Born  in  Alexander,  Hunterdon  County,  N.  J., 
March  11,  1826,  John  C.  Rockafellow  continued  to 
live  with  his  parents  until  reaching  his  majority. 
He  attended  school  but  little  after  he  was  ten  years 
old,  and  worked  in  a  foundry  for  a  time  in  boy- 
hood. In  1851  he  entered  the  employ  of  the 
Government  in  its  survey  of  the  Upper  Penin- 
sula of  Michigan.  Later  he  purchased  a  farm  in 
Genesee  County,  which  had  been  but  little  im- 
proved. In  1860  he  married  Julia  M.  Wilder,  who 
was  born  in  Orleans  County,  N.  Y.,  and  with  her 
father,  Elliott  S.  Wilder,  came  to  this  state  in  1856. 
After  their  marriage  the  young  couple  lived  for 
six  years  on  the  farm,  and  then,  on  account  of  his 
wife's  poor  health,  Mr.  Rockafellow  removed  to 
Minnesota.  He  soon  returned  to  Genesee  Count}', 
and  in  1887  engaged  in  merchandising.  His  time 
was  thus  employed  up  to  1873,  when  he  came  to 
Clare.  From  1861  to  1864  Mr.  Rockafellow  was 
Assistant  Sergeant-at-Arms  of  the  State  Senate, 
and  from  1864  to  1866  was  Sergeant-at-Arms  of  the 
same  body  He  is  now  a  stockholder  in  the  Clare 
County  Savings  Bank.  He  put  up  the  building 
in  which  his  business  office  is  located  and  lias  made 
other  invebtments  in  real  estate.  He  has  been  a 
member  and  also  Treasurer  of  the  School  Board 
and  has  taken  commendable  interest  in  the  cause 
of  education.  At  present  he  is  Secretary  of  John 
Q.  Look  Lodge  No.  404,  A.  F.  &  A.  M.,  and  is 
also   a    Royal  Arch    Mason,     Since  1851  he  has 
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belonged  to  the  Independent  Order  of  Odd  Fel- 
lows and  is  also  a  Knight  of  Pythias.  His  two 
living  children  are  Arthur  H.  and  Carrie  L.  The 
former,  who  is  in  New  Mexico,  is  bookkeeper.  Sec- 
retary and  Treasurer  of  a  large  mercantile  firm. 


■  >    -<g>3. 
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JAMES  F.  TATMAN,  the  leading  grocer  of 
Clare,  is  a  stirring  business  man,  of  unim- 
peachable integrity  and  great  ability.  He 
came  to  this  place  in  1882,  and  for  the  three 
years  following  clerked  in  a  general  store.  He 
then  established  in  business  for  himself,  investing 
$125  in  a  stock  of  groceries,  which  was  all  the  mon- 
ey he  owned.  His  trade  rapidly  grew,  however, 
and  to-da3^  he  does  an  annual  business  amounting 
to  840,000.  In  addition  to  a  full  line  of  fancy  and 
staple  groceries,  he  carries  on  a  thriving  trade  in 
boots,  shoes  and  crockery. 

Our  subject  was  born  in  Clermont  County,  Ohio, 
March  25,  1859,  and  is  the  son  of  Elijah  and  Jane 
Elizabeth  (Perdy)  Tatman.  The  father  moved 
westward  to  Indiana  in  1864,  settling  on  a  farm  in 
Miami  Count3',  and  in  1878  we  find  him  a  resident 
of  Clare  County,  this  state.  Here  he  became  the 
owner  of  a  farm  located  seven  miles  from  Clare, 
and  although  it  was  an  improved  tract,  he  wo.rked 
very  hard  in  clearing  and  cultivating  the  same, 
and  resided  there  until  the  time  of  his  decease. 

Elijah  and  Jane  Tatman  became  the  parents  of 
eleven  children,  all  of  whom  grew  to  mature  years. 
Alonzo,  the  eldest,  is  engaged  as  a  butcher  in  Clare; 
Augustus  A.  resides  on  a  farm  in  Miami  County, 
Ind.;  Benjamin  is  a  clerk  in  the  store  of  our  sub- 
ject, who  is  the  next  in  order  of  birth;  Nelson  also 
makes  his  home  in  Clare;  Josephine  is  the  wife  of 
Irwin  Meger,  and  lives  in  this  county;  Elijah  is  pas- 
tor of  the  Church  of  God  in  Clare;  Margaret  mar- 
ried Chester  M.  Bates,  of  this  county;  Madison  is 
clerking  in  the  store  of  James  F.;Dorotha  A.  mar- 
ried Armstrong  Allen,  of  this  county;  and  John, 
the  youngest,  is  a  clerk  in  the  postoffice  of  Trav- 
erse City. 

After  obtaining  a  good  education  in  the  district 
school,  our  subject  taught  for  three  years  in  Clare 


Count^^,  after  which  he  engaged  as  clerk,  and  his 
experience  gained  in  this  line  fitted  him  for  man- 
aging a  business  of  his  x)wn.  He  was  married  in 
1880  to  Lizzie  Berry,  a  native  of  Elmira,  N.  Y. 
She  was  a  daughter  of  William  and  Margaret 
(Vredenburg)  Berry,  the  former  of  whom  served  his 
country  faithfully  in  the  ranks  during  the  late  war, 
and  died  in  the  hospital  at  Baton  Rouge, La.  Af- 
ter Mr.  Berry's  death,  Mrs.  Berry  married  Porter 
Randall,  and  later  moved  to  Isabella  County,  Mich., 
and  her  death  occurred  in  Clare.  The  union  of 
our  subject  with  Miss  Berry  resulted  in  the  birth 
of  three  children:  Alina,  James  A.  and  Elva  Belle. 
The  father  of  our  subject,  although  a  cigarmaker 
by  trade,  followed  farming  principally  during  the 
active  years  of  his  life.  He  was  a  Republican  in 
politics,  which  party  James  supported  until  recent 
years,  when  he  joined  the  ranks  of  the  Prohibition- 
ists. The  latter  has  held  many  local  offices  of  trust 
and  has  rendered  his  community  efficient  service 
as  a  member  of  the  School  Board.  He  is  an  active 
Christian  worker,  worshiping  with  the  Church  of 
God,  of  which  his  brother  is  pastor.  Socially  he 
is  a  member  of  the  Uniformed  Rank  of  the  Knights 
of  Pythias,  and  belongs  to  the  Independent  Order 
of  Foresters  He  is  one  of  the  stockholders  and 
Directors  of  the  Clare  Wooden  ware  Company,  and 
in  many  other  ways  aids  in  supporting  those  en- 
terprises which  benefit  the  community,  Mr.  Tat- 
man is  truly  a  self-made  man,  and  the  large  estab- 
lishment of  which  he  is  now  the  head  is  the  result 
of  his  own  industrious  efforts  and  good  business 
ability.  He  has  a  convenient  and  well  arranged 
store,  and  the  trade  he  commands  brings  him  in 
much  money. 


— ^^^«^  t^  «|t  ^ii  «^ — 


(^TX  UGUST  GREYE,  editor  and  proprietor  of 
/ — \  the  Michigati  Volks-Zeitung,  and  one  of 
the  prominent  newspaper  men  of  Man- 
istee, is  a  native  of  Germany.  He  was  born  in 
Holstein,  August  8,  1863,  and  is  a  son  of  Hans  and 
Anna  (Koop)  Greve,  the  latter  of  whom  died  in 
that  country  in  1872.  The  father,  who  was  an  on- 
ly child,  has  but  two  children,  John  and  August, 
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and  makes  his  home  with  our  subject,  whom  he 
accompanied  to  America  in  1881.  He  is  well-to- 
do  financially,  and  since  coming  to  Manistee  has 
gained  the  confidence  of  the  people  of  this  place 
by  his  honest  and  upright  character.  The  elder 
son,  John,  who  was  the  first  representative  of  the 
family  in  the  United  States,  is  a  resident  of  Man- 
istee, where  he  follows  the  trade  of  a  carpenter  and 
builder. 

In  his  native  country  the  subject  of  this  sketch 
received  a  good  education  in  the  common  schools. 
From  the  time  of  leaving  school  until  his  emigra- 
tion to  America,  he  was  employed  in  a  mercantile 
house,  but  believing  that  the  United  States  offered 
better  opportunities,  he  crossed  the  ocean  in  1881, 
and  came  direct  to  Manistee,  joining  his  brother 
here.  While  employed  in  this  county  as  a  farm 
hand  and  laborer  in  the  mills,  he  learned  to  speak 
the  English  language,  of  which  he  now  has  thor- 
ough command. 

In  1892  Mr.  Greve  was  elected  Supervisor  of  the 
Fifth  Ward  in  Manistee,  and  in  the  fall  of  the  same 
year  he  purchased  the  Volks-Zeiiung^  which  he  has 
since  owned  and  published.  This  is  the  onl}^  Ger- 
man paper  in  Northern  Michigan.  It  is  published 
weekly,  and  has  a  liberal  patronage  among  the  Ger- 
man-speaking citizens  of  this  locality.  In  the 
spring  of  1893  Mr.  Greve  was  elected  Justice  of 
the  Peace  in  the  city,  and  is  now  serving  his  first 
term  in  that  office. 

The  marriage  of  Mr.  Greve  and  Miss  Mary  Ter- 
borg  took  place  in  Manistee  on  New  Year's  Day 
of  1888.  Mrs.  Greve  was  born  in  Holstein,  Ger- 
many, in  1865,  and  in  1881  came  to  the  United 
States  with  her  parents,  John  H.  and  Ida  (Meyer) 
Terborg,  who  are  now  living  at  Two  Rivers,  Wis. 
The  union  of  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Greve  has  been  blessed 
by  the  birth  of  three  children,  named,  respectively, 
Eduard,  Christian  and  Anna. 

In  his  social  relations  Mr.  Greve  is  prominent- 
ly connected  with  the  Turners'  society  and  the 
Knights  of  the  Maccabees  of  Michigan.  He  is  also 
a  member  of  the  Order  of  Knights  of  Labor,  and 
also  the  Workingmen's  Aid  Society.  He  and  his 
wife  were  reared  in  the  faith  of  the  Lutheran 
Church,  to  which  they  still  adhere.  Aside  from 
his  journalistic  work,  he  has  built  up  an  extensive 
XO 


business  in  the  sale  of  German  books  and  publica- 
tions. In  his  office  he  has  complete  catalogues  of 
the  principal  German  publishing  houses,  besides 
which  he  keeps  on  hand  standard  works  intended 
to  teach  English  to  Germans  and  German  to  Amer- 
icans. As  a  citizen  he  is  public-spirited  and  in- 
tensely interested  in  everything  pertaining  to  the 
welfare  of  the  city  where  he  makes  his  home.  He 
is  a  type  of  the  progressive  German- American 
citizen,  who,  while  not  forgetting  the  land  of  his 
birth,  nevertheless  gives  his  allegiance  wholly  to 
the  land  of  his  adoption.  In  politics  he  is  a  Dem- 
ocrat. 

^ ^^P 


JOSHUA  MEARUE  WARDELL,  M.  D.  One 
who  has  been  for  many  years  the  trusted 
counselor  of  a  community  in  time  of  sick- 
ness has  gradually  and  almost  imperceptibly 
grown  into  a  position  of  trust  and  usefulness 
which  might  well  be  envied  by  those  who  spend 
their  lives  m  devotion  to  mere  money-making. 
Such  has  been  the  life  work  of  Dr.  Wardell,  who 
has  been  in  active  practice  longer  than  any  other 
physician  of  Cadillac,  and  has  earned  success  and 
the  respect  that  io  universally  accorded  him.  He 
came  to  this  place  in  1873,  and  has  been  in  con- 
tinuous practice  here  ever  since. 

Dr.  Wardell  is  a  native  of  Ontario,  Canada,  and 
was  born  in  Elgin  County,  July  26,  1855.  He  was 
seven  years  of  age  when  his  patents,  Edward  and 
Melissa  (McQueen)  Wardell,  removed  from  the 
farm  near  St.  Thomas  into  that  village,  and  there 
he  received  his  literary  education.  He  then  com- 
menced the  stud}'  of  medicine  under  the  precep- 
torship  of  a  local  physician,  and  after  having  in 
that  way  gained  the  fundamental  knowledge  of 
the  profession  he  entered  the  medical  department 
of  the  University  of  Michigan,  from  which  he  was 
graduated  March  25,  1873.  On  the  7th  of  Sep- 
tember following  he  opened  an  office  at  Cadillac 
(then  called  Clam.  Lake),  where  he  has  met  with 
marked  success  in  the  practice  of  his  profession. 

The  marriage  of  Dr.  Wardell,  July  21,  1890, 
united  him  with  Miss  Ansta  M.  Montgomery,  a 
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native  of  OberliD,  Ohio,  who  at  the  time  of  her 
marriage  was  living  in  Cadillac.  One  son,  Mont- 
gomery Mearne,  blesses  this  union.  Mrs.  Wardell 
is  a  talented  musician  and  has  devoted  many  years 
to  the  study  and  practice  of  that  art,  in  which  she 
has  no  superior  in  the  state.  She  is  equally  well 
informed  in  literature,  possessing  a  broad  fund  of 
information  in  that  line.  Dr.  Wardell  has  served 
as  local  surgeon  for  the  Grand  Rapids  <fe  Indiana 
Railroad,  and  is  a  member  of  the  National  Associ- 
ation of  Railway  Surgeons.  In  the  Masonic  fra- 
ternity he  has  attained  the  Thirty -second  Degree. 
He  is  a  well  informed  man,  and  is  noted  as  a 
Shakespearian  scholar. 

A  man  of  strong  opinions,  on  no  question  are 
the  views  of  the  Doctor  more  pronounced  than  on 
politics,  and  we  find  him  giving  his  hearty  sup- 
port to  the  Republican  x^arty.  For  three  yesiis  he 
was  a  member  of  the  Board  of  Pension  Examiners, 
in  which  capacity  he  rendered  efficient  service. 
He  is  of  a  sturdy,  genial  and  honorable  character, 
that  commands  respect  from  others,  and  both  he 
and  his  accomplished  wife  are  held  in  high  regard 
by  all  who  know  them.  In  business  affairs,  as  well 
as  in  his  profession,  he  has  shown  shrewdness  and 
eapabilit3^ 

The  life  of  Dr.  Wardell  proves  what  is  within 
the  power  of  everyone  to  accomplish,  providing 
they  possess  a  strong  phj^sique,  great  perseverance 
and  an  indomitable  will.  Since  boyhood  he  has 
had  to  depend  entirely  upon  his  own  exertions, 
but  with  a  determination  to  succeed  he  worked 
earnestly  and  constantly,  and  now,  while  yet  in  the 
prime  of  life,  he  can  rest,  free  from  care  and  anxi- 
ety, with  the  consciousness  that  his  present  pros- 
perity is  due  to  his  industry  and  ability. 


^m- 


FRANK  E.  WITHEY,  a  leading  attorney-at- 
law  of  Manistee,  is  prominent  not  only  in 
professional    circles,  but   also    in   society. 
For  one    term  he  was  Superintendent  of  the  Van 
Buren  County  Schools,  during  his  residence  within 
its  boundaries.     He  also  served  for  one  term   in 


the  same  office  in  Lake  County,  Mich.,  but  refused 
re-nomination.  Since  the  death  of  his  father, 
which  occurred  when  he  was  only  fourteen  years 
of  age,  he  has  been  entirely  dependent  upon  his 
own  resources.  He  worked  his  way  through  school 
and  college,  and  is  therefore  also  mainly  self-ed- 
ucated. 

The  father  of  Frank  E.,  John  F.  Withey,  a  na- 
tive of  Vermont,  who  subsequently  moved  to  the 
state  of  New  York,  was  a  patriot  and  veteran  of  the 
late  war.  The  Withey  family  is  distinctly  Ameri- 
can, having  been  represented  in  this  country  for 
about  two  hundred  and  seventy-five  years.  John 
F.  Withey  had  a  trace  of  Spanish,  Irish  and  Scotch 
blood  in  his  organization,  while  his  wife,  whose 
name  before  marriage  was  Esther  E.  Jenkins,  was 
of  English  descent.  They  removed  from  New 
York  State  to  Michigan  about  1857,  and  subse- 
quently returned  to  their  old  home  in  the  Empire 
State.  John  F,  Withey  enlisted  in  the  One  Hun- 
dred and  Eighty-fourth  New  York  Regiment,  and 
died  in  the  service  of  the  Union.  In  the  same 
regiment  with  him  were  four  uncles  and  six  cous- 
ins of  our  subject.  The  family  was  also  well  rep- 
resented in  the  War  of  1812,  and  it  is  supposed 
that  two  or  three  of  their  ancestors  participated  in 
the  Revolution.  The  only  brother  of  Frank  E.  is 
Dr.  Edwin  A.,  a  physician  of  Ludington,  Mich. 

Frank  E.  was  born  in  Fulton,  Oswego  County, 
N.  Y.,May  17,  1851.  He  was  about  six  years  of  age 
when  he  first  landed  on  Michigan  soil,  but  at  the 
end  of  five  years  he  returned  with  his  parents  to 
the  state  in  which  he  was  born.  His  higher  educa- 
tion was  obtained  in  Falley  Seminary  of  Fulton, 
and  in  the  high  school  of  the  same  city.  Subse- 
quently he  taught  school  in  this  state  for  nine 
years.  Before  leaving  his  native  town  he  clerked 
for  a  time  and  learned  the  carriage-painter's  trade, 
but  has  not  worked  at  that  occupation  for  the  past 
twenty  years. 

It  was  during  his  career  as  a  pedagogue  that  Mr. 
Withey  took  up  the  study  of  law.  For  a  certain 
period  he  was  under  the  tutorship  of  the  able  at- 
torney, B.  F.  Heckert,  of  Paw  Paw,  Mich.,  and  was 
admitted  to  practice  in  1877,  while  in  that  gentle- 
man's office.  Some  four  years  later  he  was  ad- 
mitted to  practice  in  the  United  States  Court.     He 
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receives  recognition  in  all  of  the  courts  of  Michi- 
gan, district  and  circuit,  and  in  the  United  States 
Courts. 

The  first  establishment  for  practice  of  Mr.  Withey 
was  at  Bangor,  Mich.,  where  he  remained  until  the 
spring  of  1880.  From  there  he  went  to  Baldwin, 
the  county  seat  of  Lake  County,  where  he  was 
made  Prosecuting  Attorney  for  the  county,  and 
its  Superintendent  of  Schools.  In  July,  1888,  he 
came  to  Manistee,  where  he  has  a  large  practice. 
In  the  general  election  of  1894  his  fellow-citizens 
manifested  their  confidence  in  his  ability  and  faith- 
fulness to  the  public  good  by  making  him  the 
Prosecuting  Attorney  of  the  county.  He  has  been 
a  life-long  Republican,  and  is  a  most  exemplary 
gentleman  in  every  respect.  Socially  he  is  a  mem- 
ber of  the  Masonic  order,  the  Knights  of  the  Mac- 
cabees and  the  National  Union.  In  the  last-named 
organization  he  is  President  of   the  local    branch. 

In  Lake  County,  Mich., Mr.  Withey  was  married, 
April  26,  1881,  to  Miss  Nellie  U.  Indermill,  who 
was  born  in  Wayne  County,  this  state.  She  is 
well  educated,  and  is  gifted  with  more  than  ordi- 
nary musical  talent  and  fitted  to  adorn  society. 
She  is  an  active  member  of  the  Lakeside  Literary 
Club  of  Manistee.  Four  children  have  been  born 
to  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Withe^^,  namely:  Enid,  Agnes, 
Harold  and  Helen.  The  family  attend  the  Epis- 
copal Church,  and  lend  their  aid  to  the  support  of 
all  worthy  charities. 


JOHN  R.  TENNANT  was  elected  to  his  pres- 
ent responsible  position  as  Sheriff  of  Missau- 
kee County  on  the  6th  of  November,  1894. 
He  is  one  of  the  well  known  and  respected 
inhabitants  of  Lake  City,  and  prior  to  his  recent 
election  was  for  several  years  manager  of  the 
County  Poor  Farm.  His  father  died  before  com- 
pleting his  term  of  office  in  that  capacity,  and  the 
son  was  chosen  to  finish  the  term,  after  which  he 
was  retained  for  three  years  more,  severing  his 


connection  with  the  institution  by  resignation,  on 
taking  up  the  duties  of  Sheriff. 

The   parents  of  our  subject  were  Amos  C  and 
Albina  U.  (Warner)  Tennant,  natives  of  Connec- 
ticut and  Michigan,  respectively.     They  were  the 
parents  of  four  children,  three  of  whom  are  living, 
namely:  Ida,  Mrs.  William  Rosvier,  of  this  city; 
John   R.;   and   Gerrald   Flora,  deceased,  the  wife 
of  Frank  Ferguson.     In   his  younger  days,  Amos 
G.  Tennant  worked  as  a  mechanic,  but  after  the 
war  turned  his  attention  to  farming.     From  his 
native  state  he  emigrated  to  Pennsylvania,  thence 
to  Ohio,  and  finally  to  this  state.     He  settled  in 
Saginaw  City  when  the  country  was  very  new,  and 
sawed  the  first  lumber  used  in  the  construction  of 
the  Bancroft  Hotel  of  that  place,  being  at  the  time 
employed  in  the  sawmill    belonging  to   Capt.  E. 
B.  Ward.     From  Saginaw  he  removed  to  Macomb 
County,  where  he  engaged  in  farming  and  sawmill- 
ing.     He  was  a  soldier  during  the  late  war,  having 
volunteered  as  a  member  of  Company  1,  Twenty- 
eighth  Michigan  Infantry,  and    served  for  three 
years.     He  enlisted  as  a  private,  and   came  out  of 
the  service  as  Second  Lieutenant.     After  the  war 
his  principal  occupation  was  farming.     He    died 
February  5,  1891,  at  the  Missaukee  County  Poor 
Farm,  of   which  he  had  charge  at  the  time.     He 
was  in  his  sixtieth  year  when  called  to  his  final 
rest.     Politically  he  was  a  Republican,  and  socially 
was  a  member  of  the  Grand  Army  of  the  Republic. 
His  wife,  who  holds  membership  with  the  Baptist 
Church,  is   still  living.     His  father,  John  R.  Ten- 
nant, who  was  a  native  of  Scotland,  came  to  Amer- 
ica and  settled  in  Connecticut  at  an  early  day.    He 
was  one  of  the  pioneers  of  Macomb  County,  Mich. 
After  living  there  a  number  of  years,  he  removed 
to  Osceola  County,  where  he  died  at  the  age  of 
eighty-seven  3^ears.     Two  years  before  his  death, 
he  took  an  axe  and  chopped  down  a  tree  two  and 
a-half  feet   in    diameter.     He    was    pleasant   and 
genial  in    manner,  and  a  great  lover  of  children. 
His  family  comprised  five  sons. 

John  R.  Tennant  was  born  in  Galesburg,  this 
state,  October  7,  1861,  and  from  the  age  of  ten 
years  until  arriving  at  manhood  lived  in  Osceola 
County.  There  he  received  limited  school  advan- 
tages, and  early  worked  as  a  lumberman.     After 
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leaving  home,  the  winter  he  was  twenty-one  yesivs 
old,  he  bought  eight}^  acres  of  land,  and  for  five 
3^ears  gave  his  energies  to  clearing  it  of  timber. 
For  the  next  year  and  a-half  he  was  employed  as 
compassman  for  the  Grand  Rapids  &  Indiana  Rail- 
road. John  Frowley  then  employed  him  at  making 
an  estimate  of  soil  and  timber-lands.  In  the  sum- 
mer of  1890  he  went  to  Wisconsin,  driving  logs 
the  entire  length  of  the  Menomonee  River.  Enter- 
ing the  employ  of  the  Peshtigo  Lumber  Company, 
of  Peshtigo,  Wis.,  he  was  one  of  five  persons  who 
looked  up  and  reported  on  one  hundred  and  sixty- 
five  thousand  acres  of  land  which  belonged  to  that 
firm.  At  the  end  of  this  time  he  returned  to  this 
county  to  fill  out  his  father's  unexpired  term. 

May  25,  1892,  JMr.  Ten  nan  t  married  Miss  Marion, 
daughter  of  Andrew  and  Annie  (McKellar)  Young. 
Slie  is  a  native  of  Canada,  her  birth  having  oc- 
curred August  22,  1869.  Mr.  Ten n ant  is  a  mem- 
ber of  the  Odd  Fellows'  fraternity,  and  in  politics 
uses  his  ballot  in  supporting  the  Republican  parly. 


Y  OVELL  H.  GAGE  is  a  leading  member  of 
I  O  the  Bar  of  Traverse  City,  and  with  two  ex- 
ceptions has  been  longer  engaged  in  prac- 
tice here  than  any  other  man  in  his  profession.  He 
is  a  gentleman  of  scholarlj^  attainments,  practical 
ideas  and  good  judgment.  For  more  than  two  dec- 
ades he  has  been  esteemed  one  of  the  reliable  and 
enterprising    citizens    of   this  community. 

David  Gage,  the  father  of  L.  H.,  was  a  native  of 
New^  Hampshire,  and  came  to  Michigan  in  its  early 
history.  He  was  a  pioneer  of  Lenawee  Count}^,  set- 
tling on  a  farm  near  Hudson,  where  he  improved 
a  homestead  and  did  much  for  the  upbuilding  of 
the  district.  His  death  occurred  when  he  was 
about  fifty-two  years  of  age.  His  wife,  whose  girl- 
hood name  was  Lois  A.  Hutchins,  was  born  in 
New  York,  and  is  still  living,  though  now  in  her 
seventy-seventh  year;  she  is  making  her  home  at 
Harbor  Springs,  with  one  of  her  children.  Her 
second  son,  Franklin  H.,  is  engaged  in  running  a 
hotel  at  Harbor  Springs;  George  A.,  tl^e  next  in 


order  of  birth,  is  engaged  in  farming  near  Hudson; 
and  John  J.  is  manager  of  the  iron  works  at  An- 
trim, Mich. 

The  boyhood  of  our  subject  was  spent  at  Hud- 
son, Lenawee  County,  on  his  father's  farm,  where 
his  birth  occurred  April  3,  1843.  His  parents  gave 
him  good  educational  advantages,  and  after  attend- 
ing a  local  academy  he  commenced  a  collegiate 
course  at  Oberlin,  Ohio.  After  a  time,  however, 
being  desirous  to  earn  his  own  living  and  see  some- 
thing of  the  country,  he  went  South  with  a  gang 
of  carpenters,  and  passed  some  time  in  Nashville, 
Tenn.  Returning  home,  he  then  resumed  school 
work  at  Oberlin.  In  1865  he  enlisted  in  Company 
I, Eleventh  Regiment  of  Michigan  Infantry,  and 
was  sent  toKnoxville,  Tenn.  He  was  a  good  pen- 
man and  quick  at  figures,  and  for  this  reason  was 
detailed  for  clerical  work  and  did  not  experience 
as  many  of  the  privations  of  army  life  as  did  some 
of  his  comrades. 

On  his  return  from  the  war  Mr.  Gage  was  for  a 
year  and  a-half  a  teacher  in  a  commercial  college 
at  Ann  Arbor.  At  this  time  he  took  up  the  study 
of  law  in  the  State  University,  and  graduated  with 
the  Class  of  '68.  His  first  practice  was  in  Antrim 
County,  where  he  remained  for  nearly  two  years. 
His  ability  was  soon  recognized,  and  he  was  elected 
to  tlie  oflflce  of  Prosecuting  Attorney.  Afterward, 
coming  to  this  city,  he  opened  an  office  and  for  six 
years  was  associated  with  Judge  Ramsdall.  Since 
that  time  he  has  been  alone  in  practice  and  has  en- 
joyed a  lucrative  business.  Traverse  City  was  only 
a  small  town  when  he  decided  upon  locating  here, 
and  he  has  witnessed  its  development  from  a  ham- 
let of  those  days  to  the  busy  thriving  village  which 
it  is  at  present,  and  has  contributed  much  toward 
the  result,  although  living  just  outside  the  corpo- 
rate limits  of  the  place. 

Mr.  Gage  married  CandaceC.  Carpenter,  of  Ann 
Arbor,  where  her  father  was  living  at  the  time  of 
his  death,  in  February,  1895,  in  his  ninetieth  year. 
Two  children  were  born  to  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Gage. 
Frances  C,  who  is  a  compositor  in  the  ofl3ce  of  the 
Eagle^  is  a  graduate  of  the  Traverse  City  High 
School;  and  Herbert  D.  is  now  attending  school. 

Mr.  Gage  has  frequently  been  honored  with  posi- 
tions of  trust  and  responsibility,  and    has   always 
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justified  the  confidence  reposed  in  him.  He  has 
served  as  Prosecuting  Attorney  of  this  county  for 
two  terms,  was  Circuit  Court  Commissioner  for  two 
terms,  is  now  a  Notary  Public,  and  for  sixteen  years 
was  a  Justice  of  the  Peace.  He  uses  his  right  of 
franchise  in  favor  of  the  Republican  party.  So- 
cially he  belongs  to  the  Independent  Order  of  Odd 
Fellows,  and  to  McPherson  Post  No.  18,  G.  A.  R. 
Reared  in  the  faith  of  the  Baptist  Church,  he 
formerly  belonged  to  that  denomination,  but  now, 
in  company  with  his  wife,  holds  membership  with 
the  Congregational  Church. 


<^^ 


HUMPHREY  B.  ANDERSON,  M.  D.  To 
many  of  the  prominent  men  of  Northern 
Michigan  may  be  pro{)erly  given  the  ap- 
pellation "self-made."  From  paverty  and  obscur- 
ity they  have  fought  their  way  in  life's  battles  to 
prominence  and  honor.  In  their  success  is  found 
another  demonstration  of  the  poet's  song: 

"The  rank  is  but  the  guinea-stamp, 
A  man's  the  gowd  for  a'  that." 

A  volume  of  the  biographies  of  representative 
self-made  men  would  be  incomplete  without  a 
sketch  of  Dr.  Anderson,  who  strikingly  illustrates 
the  force  of  well  directed  energ}^,  steadfast  purpose 
and  never-ceafiing  effort  for  the  accomplishment  of 
noble  ends  and  the  successful  overthrow  of  those 
obstacles  which  beset  the  progress  of  every  young 
man  who,  unaided  and  alone,  starts  out  to  combat 
with  life's  stern  realities. 

Throughout  this  section  of  the  state  the  Doctor 
is  known  as  one  of  the  popular  physicians  and  suc- 
cessful surgeons  of  Traverse  City.  Devoted  to  liis 
profession,  he  has  achieved  success  in  its  practice, 
having  a  natural  adaptation  for  the  medical  science, 
as  well  as  thorough  information  regarding  it.  His 
home  has  been  at  this  place  since  January,  1889, 
and  during  the  years  that  have  elapsed  since  his 
arrival  he  has  gained  the  confidence  of  the  people 


as  a  skilled,  successful  physician,  accurate  in  the 
diagnosis  of  disease  and  successful  in  its  treatment. 
The  Anderson  family  is  of  Anglo-Saxon  origin. 
The  grandfather  of  our  subject,  James  Anderson, 
was  born    in    Ireland,   and  emigrated  from    that 
country  to  Ontario  in  1830.     Our  subject's  father, 
Edward,  also  a  native  of  Ireland,  engaged  in  mer- 
cantile pursuits  in  Ontario  for  a  number  of  years, 
and  died  there  at  the  age  of  fifty-five.     At  To- 
ronto, in   1835,  he  was    united  in  marriage  with 
Miss  Mary  Bagnell,  who  emigrated  to  Canada  from 
County  Tipperary,  Ireland,  and  was  a  member  of 
a  family  distinguished  in  the  history  of  the  Emer- 
ald Isle.     She  is  still  living,  and  makes  her  home 
in    Ontario.     During  the  Canadian    Rebellion    of 
1837-38  she  and  her  husband  were  the  only  Loyal- 
ists in  the  place  where  they  resided.     They  pos- 
sessed strong  convictions  regarding  what  was  right, 
and  adhered  to  the  principles  of  truth  and  justice. 
There  were  eight  children  in  the  parental  fam- 
ily, of  whom   the   two  eldest,  Martha  and  Henry, 
are  deceased;   Mary   Jane  makes   her    home  with 
the  Doctor;  Elizabeth  is  the  wife  of  R.  Dawson,  a 
carriage  manufacturer  of  Ajlmer,  Ontario;  Emma 
married  Henry  Kearns,  and  lives   in   Watertown, 
N.  Y.;  our  subject  is  the  sixth  in  order  of  birth, 
and  with  him  resides  his  sister   Amelia,  younger 
than  himself;  John  Herbert,  the  youngest  of  the 
family,  is  deceased.     In  Norwich,  Oxford  County, 
Ontario,  the  subject  of  this  sketch  was  born  Feb- 
ruary 24,  1858.     In  boyhood  he  attended  school 
whenever  possible,  but  being  early  obliged  to  earn 
his  own  livelihood,  his  educational  advantages  were 
meager,  and  his  present  broad    information   was 
gained  by  self-culture.     For  his  work  upon  farms 
in  boyhood  he  received  twenty-five  cents  per  day. 
After  his  father's  death  he  made  his  home  with  an 
uncle,  who  was  a  furniture  manufacturer.    In  that 
business  he  became  interested,  and,  being  a  youth 
of  observing  disposition,  soon  became  sufficiently 
familiar  with  its  details  to  enable  him  to  start  in 
business  for  himself  upon   a  small  scale.     He  at- 
tended  the  school  at  Montreal  one  session,  and 
shortly  after  his  return  home  on  a  vacation  was 
accidentally   shot,  and    in    consequence    was   dis- 
abled from  attending  school  for  one  year.     After 
taking  his  matriculation,  he  entered  the  Toronto 
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School  of  Medicine,  and  later  attended  the  Poly- 
clinic School  of  Ne^  York  City.  Still  later  he 
graduated  from  the  Detroit  Medical  College,  in 
1888.  While  carrying  on  the  study  of  medicine, 
he  conducted  a  drug  store,  and  in  that  way  earned 
the  necessary  money  to  pursue  his  studies  from 
term  to  term.  His  first  active  practice  for  himself 
was  in  Brooklyn,  N.  Y.,  where  from  the  start  he 
was  successful,  having  as  large  a  practice  as  he 
could  attend  to  personally.  He  was  called  home 
to  Ontario,  and  deciding  soon  afterward  to  come 
West,  he  settled  in  Traverse  City  in  1889. 

While  not  an  active  partisan.  Dr.  Anderson  may 
always  be  relied  upon  to  support  the  men  and 
measures  advocated  by  the  Republican  part}^  So- 
cially he  is  Past  Master  of  the  blue  lodge,  and  is 
prominent  in  Masonic  circles.  He  is  Past  Grand 
Master  of  the  Independent  Order  of  Odd  Fellows, 
and  affiliates  with  the  Order  of  the  Maccabees. 


4^ 


:Slfc^'«»^ 


=^^ 


WASHINGTON  REEDER  is  one  of  the 
pioneers  of  Missaukee  County,  having 
lived  here  continuously  since  1868. 
When  he  first  came  to  this  locality  the  country 
was  a  wilderness,  and  only  two  settlers  had  pre- 
ceded him.  He  took  up  a  homestead  of  one  hun- 
dred and  sixty  acres  from  the  Government,  and 
set  to  w^ork  in  earnest  to  clear  it  of  the  thick  tim- 
ber with  which  it  was  encumbered.  His  property 
now  numbers  one  hundred  and  seventy-five  acres, 
two  miles  distant  from  Lake  City.  In  politics 
Mr.  Reeder  is  a  Republican,  but  he  has  never  been 
an  office-seeker.  Nevertheless,  he  has  been  fre- 
quently urged  to  serve  in  a  public  capacity,  and 
has  held  the  position  of  Highway  Commissioner, 
was  Street  Commissioner  for  several  years,  and  was 
the  first  County  Treasurer,  afterward  filling  the 
office  by  appointment  for  two  years,  and  then 
being  elected  for  the  succeeding  term. 

The  paternal  grandfather  of  our  subject,  Moses 
Reeder,  was  a  native  of  New  York  State,  and  of 


German  descent.  A  man  of  large  physique  and 
fine  appearance,  he  is  said  to  have  resembled  Gen- 
eral Washington,  and  once,  when  a  little  boy,  had 
the  privilege  of  offering  the ''Father  of  his  Country" 
a  drink  of  water.  His  life  work  was  then  farm- 
ing. In  his  religious  views  he  was  a  member  of 
the  Society  of  Friends,  and  was  noted  for  his  piety, 
and  also  for  his  devotion  to  his  country.  He  lived 
to  the  extreme  old  age  of  ninety-six  years,  his 
death  occurring  in  Canada,  at  the  home  of  his  son 
Emon.  The  gentleman  last  mentioned,  the  father 
of  Washington  Reeder,  was  born  in  Pennsylvania, 
as  was  also  the  lady  whom  he  chose  for  his  wife, 
namely.  Miss  Elizabeth  Randall.  To  them  were 
born  four  sons  and  two  daughters,  one  of  whom 
has  passed  to  the  better  land.  They  are  Charles, 
Daniel,  Harriet  (wife  of  John  Potter,  of  this  city), 
Washington,  William,  and  Selina,  Mrs.  Charles 
Reeder.  Mrs.  Elizabeth  Reeder  is  a  daughter  of 
Asa  Randall,  who  was  born  in  Pennsylvania,  and 
was  of  German  descent.  He  followed  agricultural 
pursuits,  and  lived  to  a  good  old  age,  dying  in 
Canada.  Religiously  he  was  a  Quaker,  and  was 
quiet  and  unassuming  in  manner,  just  and  true  to 
both  friends  and  enemies.  Emon  Reeder  moved 
to  Canada  with  his  father  when  seven  years  old, 
and  in  1873  came  to  Lake  City,  where  he  made  his 
home  the  remainder  of  his  life,  his  death  occur- 
ring in  the  fall  of  1885,  at  the  age  of  seventy- 
eight  years.  His  wife,  who  survived  him  until  the 
following  June,  passed  away  when  in  her  eighty- 
first  year.  Like  their  parents  before  them,  they 
were  members  of  the  Society  of  Friends. 

The  birth  of  our  subject  occurred  in  Victoria 
County,  Canada,  July  4,  1841.  When  twenty- 
seven  3^ears  of  age  he  came  to  Lake  City,  and  has 
since  lived  in  this  community.  December  25,  1873, 
he  married  Wilhelmina,  daughter  of  George  and 
Maria  (McFarland)  Loucks.  Four  children  were 
born  of  their  union,  three  of  the  number  dying 
in  infancy,  the  only  one  surviving  being  Clara- 
bel  Evalj^n.  The  mother  died  in  1886,  in  the  faith 
of  the  Presbyterian  Church,  with  which  she  had 
long  been  identified.  January  4, 1888,  Mr.  Reeder 
married  Emma  Whitney,  an  own  cousin  of  his  first 
wife.  She  was  a  member  of  the  Congregational 
Church,  and  was  a  most  estimable  lady.    Her  death 
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occurred  March  14,  1889.  November  25,  1890, 
Mr.  Reeder  married  his  present  wife,  whose  maiden 
name  was  Anna  Barry.  Two  children  have  come 
to  bless  their  union:  Washington  Randall  Garbutt 
and  Lillian  May.  Mrs.  Reeder  is  a  member  of  the 
Presbyterian  Church.  Her  parents  were  David  and 
Clara  Ann  (Garbutt)  Barry.  The  family  enjoy  the 
friendship  and  esteem  of  a  large  circle  of  acquaint- 
ances, to  whom  they  extend  a  generous  hospi- 
tality. 


:0#C^ 


REUBEN  S.TRASK,M.D.,  has  been  engaged 
m  the  practice  of  his  profession  since  1866. 
He  located  in  Kalkaska  in  the  fall  of  1890, 
and  since  his  residence  here  has  built  up  an  envi- 
able and  lucrative  patronage.  His  mind  has  been 
well  developed,  his  memory  stored  with  facts  and 
principles  pertaining  to  the  science  of  medicine^ 
and  with  all  the  strength  of  an  energetic  nature  he 
has  made  use  of  his  knowledge. 

A  native  of  New  York,  our  subject  was  born  in 
Elmira,  in  1836.  His  parents  were  Elanson  and 
Lucy  (Cummins)  Trask,  the  father  born  in  one  of 
the  New  England  States,  and  the  mother  a  native 
of  New  York.  Grandfather  Noah  Trask  was  also 
a  native  of  New  England,  and  became  quite  prom- 
inent in  the  public  life  of  his  community.  The 
father  of  our  subject  was  a  millwright  by  trade, 
and  the  greater  part  of  his  life  was  spent  in  follow- 
ing that  business  in  his  native  state.  His  death 
occurred,  however,  in  Pennsylvania,  when  in  the 
sixtieth  year  of  his  age.  His  wife  preceded  him  to 
the  home  beyond,  dying  several  3^ears  earlier. 

Reuben  S.  was  the  eldest  but  one  in  the  parental 
household  including  six  children.  His  early  life 
was  passed  in  the  Empire  State,  where  he  obtained 
a,  good  education  in  the  public  schools.  While 
there  he  began  the  study  of  medicine,  and  on  the 
removal  of  the  family  to  Pennsylvania  he  gave  his 
attention  further  to  this  profession  and  soon  there- 
after entered  the  liclectic Medical  College  of  Penn- 
sylvania.    After  being  graduated  he  came  to  Mich- 


igan, in  1866,  and  located  in  Bariy  County,  in  a 
place  called  Maple  Grove.  He  afterward  practiced 
in  other  towns  in  both  the  Upper  and  Lower  Pen- 
insulas. 

When  ready  to  establish  a  home  of  his  own,  the 
Doctor  married  Lydia  M.  Perhamus,  who  was  born 
in  the  Keystone  State,  and  became  the  mother  of 
five  children:  Harlan  A.;  Bina,  who  died  at  the 
age  of  eleven  months;  Linna  A.,  Minnie  and  Don 
M.  Mrs.  Trask  is  a  devoted  member  of  the  Con- 
gregational Church,  and  interested  in  all  good 
works  in  her  neighborhood. 

In  politics  our  subject  is  a  Democrat,  and  one  of 
the  most  intelligent  supporters  of  his  party  in  this 
vicinity.  He  is  now  a  member  of  the  United  States 
Pension  Examiners'  Board,  and  is  Physician  of 
Kalkaska  Count3^  He  was  Chairman  of  the  County 
Democratic  Committee  of  Newaygo  County,  Mich., 
for  several  years,  and  has  been  a  delegate  to  vari- 
ous state  and  county  conventions  of  his  party. 
While  residing  in  White  Cloud,  Mr.  Trask  was 
President  of  the  Village  Board  and  was  Postmaster 
for  one  term.  He  also  was  the  proprietor  of  a  fine 
drug  store  in  that  place,  which  was  later  destroyed 
by  fire.  The  Doctor  takes  a  leading  part  in  all 
public  affairs,  and  in  addition  to  this  has  a  large 
practice  in  his  profession. 


EYMOUR  A.  JOHNSON,  M.  D.,  is  the  old- 
est physician  in  regard  to  years  of  practice 
in  Kalkaska,  where  he  settled  in  Novem- 
ber, 1878.  At  that  time  there  were  six  other 
physicians  in  the  place,  but  they  have  all  since 
removed.  He  made  his  way  through  college  and 
has  reached  success  unassisted  by  outside  influence. 
After  coming  to  this  city  he  took  up  the  study  of 
music,  and  is  now  a  member  of  the  Kalkaska  brass 
band,  one  of  the  best  organizations  in  this  part  of 
the  state  and  in  which  the  Doctor  is  first  tenor. 

A  son  of  Nathaniel  C.  and  Emily  A.  (Straight) 
Johnson,  the  Doctor  was  born  in  Chautauqua 
County,  N.  Y.,  September  14,  1848.  The  parents 
were   natives    of  Onondaga    County,  N.  Y.,  and 
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about  1864  removed  to  Illinois.  Later  they  set- 
tled at  Battle  Creek,  Mich.,  where  the  father  fol- 
lowed his  trade  of  carpentering.  After  a  few  years' 
residence  in  Kent  Count}^  on  a  farm,  he  came  to 
this  city,  in  1882,  and  ten  years  later  was  called  to 
his  final  rest,  being  then  in  his  eighty-seventh 
year.  His  wife  died  in  1894,  in  her  seventy-first 
year.  Of  their  six  children  the  Doctor  is  the  eld- 
est. Emma  died  when  five  years  of  age.  Rufus 
passed  away  in  early  manhood,  aged  about  twenty 
years.  Elsie  became  the  wife  of  John  N.  Morgan, 
of  Kalkaska,  Richard  M.  is  a  Kent  County  farmer; 
and  Etta  is  Mrs.  Charles  Swaverly,  of  this  place. 

Dr.  S.  A.  Johnson  received  a  literary  education 
at  Battle  Creek  and  Lowell,  this  state.  In  the 
last-named  village  he  took  up  the  study  of  medi- 
cine with  Drs.  McDaniels  and  Peck.  He  then  en- 
tered the  University  of  Michigan  and  took  a  one- 
year  course  in  the  medical  department.  Afterward 
he  was  in  the  office  of  Drs.  Pi  indie  &  Whitfield  at 
Grand  Rapids.  Desiring  still  further  instruction, 
he  entered  Hahnemann  Medical  College  at  Chi- 
cago and  was  graduated  in  the  Class  of  '73. 

The  first  location  of  Dr.  Johnson  on  commenc- 
ing his  career  as  a  practitioner  was  at  Freeport, 
Mich.,  where  he  remained  for  nearly  five  years,  with 
the  exception  of  a  short  time  passed  in  the  West, 
traveling  in  order  to  benefit  his  health.  In  1880 
he  took  a  post-graduate  course  at  the  Chicago 
Homeopathic  College,  in  1889  took  a  series  of 
lectures  at  Hahnemann,  and  in  1892  a  post-grad- 
uate course  at  the  Chicago  Post-graduate  School. 
In  1893  he  further  perfected  himself  in  his  work 
by  taking  another  post-graduate  course  at  Chicago 
Homeopathic  College.  He  belongs  to  the  State 
Homeopathic  Society  and  to  the  American  Insti- 
tute of  Homeopathy. 

In  1869  Dr.  Johnson  married  Louisa  M.,  daugh- 
ter of  Loren  B.  Tyler,  a  farmer  of  Kent  County. 
She  was  born  in  the  same  county,  and  died  May  16, 
1892.  Of  their  six  children  but  two  survive,  Jen- 
nie and  Willie.  The  second  wife  of  the  Doctor 
was  Miss  Edna  S.  Phelps,  whose  death  occurred 
soon  after  their  union.  The  present  wife  of  Dr. 
Johnson  was  Mrs.  Hattie  L.  Clark,  nee  Fly,  to  whom 
he  was  married  July  15,  1894. 

Though  a  Republican  Dr.  Johnson  is  not  partic- 


ularly interested  in  politics,  though  he  always  ful- 
fills his  duties  as  a  citizen.  Fraternally  he  belongs 
to  the  Masonic  order,  the  Knights  of  Pythias  and 
the  Knights  of  the  Maccabees.  His  beautiful  resi- 
dence and  oflfice  is  one  of  the  largest  and  finest 
structures  of  the  kind  in  the  county. 
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eORNELIUS  A.  WAAL,  ex-Sheriff  of  Man- 
istee County,  was  twice  elected  to  this  im- 
portant position  on  the  Democratic  ticket, 
and  stands  very  high  in  the  councils  of  his  partj^ 
He  was  first  placed  in  that  oflTice  by  the  general 
vote  in  1888,  and  after  serving  capably  for  two 
years  was  again  a  candidate,  but  owing  to  the  total 
defeat  of  the  ticket  was  not  returned  to  the  posi- 
tion. It  was  during  his  first  official  term  that  the 
Polish  riot  in  this  city  occurred,  but  owing  to  his 
prompt  and  effective  action,  it  was  quelled  and  no 
blood  shed.  The  Governor  highly  approved  the 
action  of  the  Sheriff.  In  1892  Mr.  WaaPs  name 
was  once  more  placed  on  the  ticket  as  a  candidate 
for  the  same  office,  and  he  was  elected.  At  the  end 
of  his  second  term,  in  1894,  he  was  once  more  his 
party's  choice,  but  in  the  general  landslide  toward 
Republicanism  which  followed,  he  was  among  the 
defeated.  As  an  evidence  of  his  honesty  in  poli- 
tics, let  it  be  recorded  that  he  was  tendered  the  sup- 
port of  the  Polish  Catholics  of  Manistee  if  he  would 
support  their  candidate  for  another  office,  which  he 
indignantly  refused  to  do,  assuring  their  messen- 
ger that  he  would  see  that  their  candidate  was  not 
elected,  and  this  resolve  he  carried  out.  He  is  a 
Director  in  the  County  Savings  Bank  and  also  in 
the  Manistee  Building  and  Loan  Association.  He 
served  for  nine  years  as  Assistant  Chief  of  the  Fire 
Department  in  this  city,  and  stands  high  in  busi- 
ness and  social  relations. 

The  parents  of  our  subject  were  Cornelius  H. 
and  Ann  Jeanette  (Van  Alta)  Waal,  the  former  a 
native  of  Amsterdam,  and  the  latter  of  The  Hague. 
Under  the  law  of  Holland  a  Protestant  and  Catho- 
lic could  not  be  married  in  the  church,  and  as  the 
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father  was  a  Catholic  and  the  mother  a  Protestant, 
they  were  married  by  a  magistrate,  but  after  com- 
ing to  the  United  States  were  married  in  the  Cath- 
olic Church  of  New  York  City.  They  crossed  the 
Atlantic  in  1850,  and  after  living  for  six  years  in 
the  eastern  metropolis,  took  up  their  residence  in 
Milwaukee,  Wis.,  where  the  mother  is  still  living- 
Her  husband  died  in  March,  1868,  aged  forty-seven 
years.  From  boyhood  he  had  followed  the  seas, 
and  at  the  time  of  his  death  was  a  sailor  on  the  in- 
land lakes.  Of  their  nine  children  our  subject  was 
the  eldest.  One  brother  died  in  infan(;y  and  Will- 
iam was  killed  by  a  falling  tree.  Frank  is  a  resi- 
dent of  Milwaukee;  Joseph  is  engaged  in  running 
a  meat-market  in  this  city,  and  the  surviving  sisters, 
Elizabeth,  Margaret,  Emma  and  Anna,  are  married 
and  residents  of  Milwaukee. 

A  native  of  New  York  City,  Cornelius  A.  Waal 
was  born  February  7,  1851,  and  received  his  educa- 
tion in  the  country  school  near  Milwaukee,  though 
his  advantages  were  rather  limited.  By  careful 
reading  and  study,  coupled  with  extensive  business 
experience,  he  has  become  well  informed  on  ques- 
tions of  practical  and  public  moment.  His  father 
was  a  well  educated  man  in  both  the  German  and 
English  languages,  and  during  his  time  on  shore 
took  great  interest  in  assisting  in  the  mental  devel- 
opment of  his  children.  In  his  youth  our  subject 
worked  on  a  farm  and  also  learned  the  butcher's 
business,  which  has  been  his  principal  occupation  in 
life.  For  a  time  he  was  a  sailor  on  the  lakes,  but 
his  father  did  not  wish  him  to  make  that  his  life 
work,  and  he  yielded  to  the  latter's  desire.  In 
1871  Mr,  Waal  came  to  Manistee,  but  soon  after- 
ward located  in  Ludington,  where  he  was  employed 
at  his  trade  for  about  three  years.  In  1874  he  re- 
turned to  this  city,  engaged  in  the  meat-market 
business,  which  he  followed  uninterruptedly  until 
elected  Sheriff.  -  In  the  spring  of  1878  he  entered 
into  partnership  with  Albert  R.  Bauman,  their  mar- 
ket being  known  as  that  of  the  Second  Ward  and 
located  at  No.  437  River  Street.  The  partnership 
is  still  in  existence  and  they  have  an  excellent  lo- 
cation. Their  trade  is  very  lucrative  and  exten- 
sive and  the  number  of  their  customers  is  steadily 
on  the  increase. 

On  the  9th  of  February,  1877,  Mr.  Waal  married 


Fredericka  Gerlach,  a  native  of  Saxony,  Germany, 
who  came  to  the  United  States  with  her  parents 
when  sixteen  years  of  age.  The  latter  are  residents 
of  Wisconsin.  A  son  was  born  to  our  subject  and 
wife  July  30,  1878.  He  is  Morris  G.,  now  a  student 
in  the  high  school.  Mr.  Waal  is  a  member  of  the 
Guardian  Angels'  Catholic  Church,  while  his  wife 
belongs  to  the  German  Lutheran  Church. 

Among  the  civic  societies  with  which  Mr.  Waal 
is  connected  are  the  following:  the  Independent 
Order  of  Odd  Fellows,  Knights  of  the  INIaccabees, 
Royal  Arcanum,  National  Union,  Catholic  Mutual 
Benefit  Association  and  the  German  Workman's 
Aid  Society.  He  is  Past  Grand  and  Past  Chief 
Patriarch  of  the  Odd  Fellows'  Encampment  and  has 
represented  both  branches  of  the  order  in  the  Grand 
Lodge  of  the  state. 
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MORGAN  B.  PULCIPHER,  Among  the 
citizens  of  Traverse  City,  and  particularly 
in  the  legal  fiaternity,  the  name  of  this 
gentleman  is  well  and  favorably  known.  He  is  a 
young  man,  yet  he  has  accomplished  wonders  in 
the  battle  of  life.  Starting  from  an  humble  position, 
he  has  alone  and  by  merit  attained  a  degree  of 
success  and  distinction  of  which  an  older  and  more 
favored  man  might  well  feel  proud.  In  whatever 
position  he  has  been  placed,  m  whatever  duty  he 
has  been  called  upon  to  perform,  in  all  his  rela- 
tions, social  and  business  connections,  his  course 
has  been  one  of  honor  and  integrity;  and  the  suc- 
cess he  has  attained,  and  the  bright  prospects  which 
seem  to  await  his  future  efforts,  are  the  legitimate 
results  of  his  exemplary  course. 

The  junior  member  of  the  firm  of  Umlor  &  Pul- 
cipher  was  born  in  Acme  (formerly  East  Bay) 
Township,  Grand  Traverse  County,  Mich.,  April  6, 
1871,  being  the  eldest  ciiild  of  John  and  Mary 
(Hover)  Pulcipher,  natives  of  New  York  and  Ohio, 
respectively.  His  paternal  grandfather,  Edwin 
Pulcipher,  was  a  descendant  of  English  ancestry, 
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and  spent  much  of  his  life  in  New  York,  but  died 
in  this  county  at  the  age  of  seventy-nine  years. 
Our  subject  is  one  of  four  children,  the  others  be- 
ing Julius  E.,  Selina  M.  and  John  W.,  all  at  home 
with  their  parents. 

From  childhood  Morgan  B.  Pulcipher  was  noted 
for  his  precocity.  In  the  public  schools  he  gained 
a  good  education,  and  when  fourteen  years  of  age 
secured  a  certificate,  passing  an  excellent  examin- 
ation. At  the  age  of  sixteen  he  began  to  teach 
school,  having  previously  prepared  himself  for 
this  work  by  attending  the  high  school  at  Traverse 
City  for  one  year.  Twelve  months  were  devoted 
to  teaching,  and  he  then  accepted  a  position  as 
cashier  of  the  extensive  lumber  and  mercantile 
business  of  Thomas  Copp  &  Co.,  at  North  port. 
For  one  and  a-half  years  he  filled  the  responsible 
position  of  cashier  and  bookkeeper,  having  taken 
the  place  of  a  man  very  much  his  senior. 

Desiring  to  better  equip  himself  for  life,  Mr.  Pul- 
cipher entered  the  university  of  Michigan  at  Ann 
Arbor,  where  he  took  a  law  course  in  addition  to 
his  literary  studies.  His  vacations  were  spent  in 
the  office  of  Pratt  &  Davis,  attorneys  of  Traverse 
City,  so  that  his  time  was  fully  occupied.  He  was 
graduated  from  the  law  department  of  the  uni- 
vemty  and  admitted  to  the  Bar  in  the  July  term 
of  1892.  While  still  a  student  at  Ann  Arbor,  he 
practiced  his  profession,  and  tried  his  first  case  be- 
fore he  was  twenty  years  old. 

While  at  Ann  Arbor  Mr.  Pulcipher  married  Miss 
Alice  M.,  daughter  of  Dr.  W.  H,  Nelson,  who  was 
a  prominent  phj^sician  at  Northport  for  more  than 
twenty  years.  Their  marriage  occurred  July  20, 
1892,  and  they  have  established  a  pleasant  home 
in  Traverse  Cit}',  where  they  occupy  a  prominent 
place  in  social  circles.  In  politics  Mr.  Pulcipher 
is  a  Repubhcan.  Fraternally  he  is  a  member  of 
the  Independent  Order  of  Odd  Fellows,  and  holds 
membership  with  the  Maccabees.  He  is  the  pres- 
ent Secretary  of  the  Grand  Traverse  branch  of  the 
Granite  State  Building  and  Loan  Association,  and 
is  interested  in  other  progressive  enterprises.  In 
1894  he  was  Secretary  of  the  County  Republican 
Committee,  having  had  in  charge  much  of  the  man- 
agement and  all  the  details  connected  with  the  cam- 
paign  of  that  year  in  Grand  Traverse  County.    To- 


gether with  his  partner,  he  owns  a  valuable  farm 
in  Leelanaw  County.  He  is  a  young  man  of  great 
promise,  and  in  his  chosen  profession  evinces  rare 
ability. 


JAMES  S.  ADAMS  is  proprietor  of  a  mer- 
chant-tailoring establishment  on  Front  Street 
in  Traverse  City.  He  has  been  located  in 
this  place  scarcel}^  two  years,  but  has  suc- 
ceeded in  getting  a  good  trade  and  is  becoming 
popular.  He  thoroughly  understands  his  business, 
is  exceptionally  good  at  fitting,  and  can  please  the 
most  difficult  customers. 

The  father  of  our  subject,  John  S.  Adams,  is  a 
native  of  Canada,  and  for  the  past  fifteen  years 
has  been  a  resident  of  Fresno,  Cal.  He  is  by  trade 
a  carpenter,  and  is  an  industrious  and  hard-working 
man,  and  thoroughly  respected  by  all  who  know 
him.  On  arriving  at  maturity  he  chose  for  his 
wife  and  future  companion  Miss  Maria  Shaver. 
They  became  the  parents  of  four  sons  and  a  daugh- 
ter, namely:  Gideon,  who  is  a  shipping  clerk  in 
California;  James  S.,  of  this  sketch;  Anna,  who 
died  on  the  Pacific  Slope,  when  about  thirty  years 
of  age;  and  John  A.  and  Nicholas,  twins.  The 
former  is  a  tailor  m  Memphis,  Tenn.,  and  the  lat- 
ter plies  the  same  vocation  in  Petaluma,  Cal. 

The  birth  of  James  S.  Adams  occurred  in  Can- 
ada, where  his  parents  resided  for  a  number  of 
years,  the  date  of  the  event  being  July  17,  1859. 
In  his  youth  he  received  good  public-school  ad- 
vantages, and  when  fifteen  years  of  age  commenced 
learning  the  tailor's  trade,  mastering  every  detail 
of  the  business.  He  worked  at  various  places  in 
his  native  land  until  he  was  in  his  twenty-seventh 
year. 

The  3'ear  1886  witnessed  the  coming  of  our  sub- 
ject to  Michigan,  his  first  settlement  being  at  Holly, 
where  he  remained  for  six  months.  He  was  then 
for  three  years  in  Pontiac,  after  which  he  worked 
at  his  trade  in  Hastings,  in  which  place  he  con- 
tinued to  make  his  home  for  eighteen  months,  aft- 
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er  which  he  removed  to  this  city.  He  is  indus- 
trious, and  carries  out  to  the  letter  whatever  he 
undertakes  to  do,  thus  winning  the  approval  of 
his  patrons.  Though  a  young  man,  he  is  rapidly 
pushing  his  way  to  the  front,  and  bids  fair  to  make 
his  mark  in  his  chosen  profession. 

January  7,  1885,  Mr.  Adams  married  Emma 
Williams,  a  native  of  Ontario,  Canada.  They  have 
had  two  sons,  the  elder  of  whom,  Percy,  is  deceased, 
and  the  younger,  Reva,  is  a  bright  little  lad  of  six 
years.  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Adams  are  faithful  attend- 
ants at  the  Congregational  Church,  and  take  great 
interest  in  religious  and  benevolent  work. 

In  questions  of  political  moment  Mr.  Adams  is 
independent,  preferring  not  to  be  tied  to  any  party, 
but  to  be  free  to  exercise  his  own  private  judg- 
ment as  to  men  best  qualified  to  fill  any  given  po- 
sition. Socially  he  is  identified  with  the  Knights 
of  the  Maccabees.  In  manner  he  is  genial  and 
courteous  at  all  times,  and  enjoys  the  friendship 
of  all  with  whom  he  comes  in  contact. 
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y7>  DWARD  p.  THOMAS,  M.  D  ,  is  a  grad- 

l  C)  uate  of  Rush  Medical  College,  of  Chicago, 
and  is  a  physician  who  has  had  many  years 
of  practical  experience,  making  a  specialty  of  the 
diseases  of  women  and  children.  Though  he  has 
only  resided  in  Clare  for  som^  eight  months,  his 
reputation  preceded  him,  and  he  has  already  among 
his  clients  many  of  the  best  people  of  this  vicinity. 
He  is  a  veteran  of  the  late  War  of  the  Rebellion, 
and  suffered  the  privations  and  hardships  which 
fell  to  the  lot  of  most  of  the  brave  defenders  of 
the  Stars  and  Stripes. 

The  Doctor's  father,  Willard  Thomas,  was  a  man 
of  fine  education  and  superior  mental  attainments, 
though  he  was  self-educated.  During  the  last  few 
years  of  his  life  he  was  a  Professor  in  Oberlin  Col- 


lege, and  prior  to  that  time  was  a  teacher  in  Will- 
iams College.  He  studied  for  the  ministry,  and 
was  ordained  in  the  Congregational  denomination. 
In  1848  he  was  stricken  with  consumption,  and 
started  to  travel  for  his  health,  but  died  atPontiac, 
Mich.  His  wife,  who  was  before  her  marriage  Fran- 
ces M.  Hyde,  also  received  a  good  education,  and 
for  some  years  was  a  successful  school  teacher. 
She  is  now  living  in  Chicago  and  enjoys  life,  for  she 
inherited  some  money  and  is  placed  above  the  fear 
of  want,  and  is  of  that  cheerful  disposition  which 
always  sees  the  bright  side  of  things. 

Dr.  Edward  P.  Thomas  is  an  only  child,  and  was 
born  in  Ashtabula  County,  Ohio,  October  25,  1844. 
He  was  reared  in  Chicago,  to  which  city  his  mother 
removed  after  her  husband's  death.  Young  Thomas 
received  a  good  education  in  the  select  schools  and 
in  the  seminary  at  Lake  Forest.  In  1863  he  vol- 
unteered his  services  on  behalf  of  the  Union  and 
served  for  a  year  (his  term  of  enlistment)  with 
Company  D,  One  Hundred  and  Thirty-fourth  Illi- 
nois Infantry.  He  took  part  in  several  battles  and 
skirmishes  in  Missouri,  and  was  dispatched  on  long 
marches  through  Kentucky  and  Tennessee,  his  serv- 
ices being  in  the  Department  of  the  Missouri. 

Returning  home  from  the  South, Dr.  Thomas  re- 
sumed his  interrupted  studies  and  entered  Rush 
Medical  College,  from  which  he  was  graduated  in 
1869.  His  first  location  for  practice  was  at  Brash- 
ear  City,  Mo.,  but  at  the  end  of  three  3'ears  his 
health  failed  and  he  returned  to  Chicago.  Believ- 
ing that  Northern  Michigan  would  prove  beneficial, 
he  acted  on  his  physician's  advice  and  came  to  the 
region  of  pine  woods.  The  wisdom  of  his  decision 
may  be  plainly  seen  when  we  stale  that  whereas 
he  then  weighed  only  one  hundred  and  twenty 
pounds,  he  now  tips  the  scales  at  one  hundred  and 
eighty  pounds  and  enjoys  rugged  health.  For 
nine  years  he  practiced  in  Montcalm  County,  and 
then,  removing  to  Scottville,  was  for  twelve  years 
a  resident  of  that  community. 

March  7,  1887,  Dr.  Thomas  married  Effie  M.  Car- 
rier,  who  was  born  in  Wisconsin.  They  have  two 
little  daughters,  Barbara  and  Gratia,  who  are  at- 
tending the  village  schools.  Since  1867  the  Doc- 
tor has  been  a  member  of  the  Masonic  fraternity. 
Though  he  is  an  active  Republican,  and,  as  a  true 
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citizen  sliould,  is  interested  in  whatever  affects  the 
public,  he  has  never  been  an  office-seeker,  but  has 
found  his  time  fully  occupied  in  his  professional 
duties. 
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MILTON  F.  WHITE.  In  finance,  as  well 
as  in  commerce,  the  thriving  village  of 
Man  ton  has  displayed  a  steady  progress. 
This  is  especially  true  of  its  banking  interests 
since  the  connection  therewith  of  Mr.  White,  the 
leading  banker  of  Wexford  County,  and  who  for 
a  number  of  years  has  been  proprietor  of  an  ex- 
change bank  in  this  place.  He  is  a  man  who  keeps 
thoroughly  posted  upon  financial  matters,  and, 
possessing  keen  intuitive  powers  and  sound  judg- 
ment, IS  excellently  adapted  for  the  business  in 
which  he  has  engaged  with  marked  success. 

A  few  words  with  reference  to  the  parents  of 
Mr.  White  may  not  be  amiss  in  this  connection. 
He  is  the  son  of  Rev.  John  White,  a  native  of 
Massachusetts  and  in  some  respects  a  remarkable 
man.  He  was  a  mere  child  when  his  father  died 
and  he  was  bound  out,  which  fact  accounts  for  the 
family  genealogy  being  unknown  to  the  present 
generation.  It  also  accounts  for  his  lack  of  ad- 
vantages during  boyhood.  He  was  obliged  to 
work  hard,  and  never  attended  school  a  day.  So 
ignorant  was  he  in  youth,  that  at  the  age  of  twenty 
he  could  not  read.  He  possessed,  however,  an  am- 
bition to  gain  knowledge,  and  so  determined  was 
he  that,  while  working  at  the  bench  during  the 
day,  he  kept  his  Testament  in  front  of  him  and 
studied  it  thoughtfully  and  untiringly.  He  gained 
a  thorough  knowledge  of  the  Scriptures,  and  also 
became  a  good  Hebrew  scholar.  Meantime  his  work 
as  a  carpenter  was  not  neglected,  and  after  coming 
to  Michigan  he  pursued  his  trade  for  several  years, 
building  mills,  churches  and  private  residences. 

During  the  latter  part  of  his  life  Mr.  White  de- 
voted his  attention  largely  to  the  ministry.  The 
Home  Missionary  Society  of  the  Baptist  Church 
Hent  him  to  Canada,  where  he  labored  for  two  years. 


He  next  went  to  Sangamon  County,  III.,  where  he 
had  charge  of  two  churches,  fifteen  miles  apart. 
Later  he  went  to  Hancock  County,  111..^  being  in- 
duced to  go  there  by  the  fact  that  he  owned  a  pat- 
ent for  one  hundred  and  sixty  acres  in  tliat  coun- 
ty. There  his  death  occurred  in  1852,  at  the  age 
of  sixty-two  years,  his  birth  having  occurred  in 
1790. 

In  Ann  Arbor  Rev.  Mr.  White  married  Miss 
Elizabeth  Bird,  who  was  born  in  New  elersey,  and 
died  in  Livingston  County,  Mich.,  about  1839, 
after  having  had  two  children,  Milton  F.,  and  a 
daughter,  now  deceased.  B}^  his  second  union  Mr. 
White  had  one  child,  who  died  in  infanc}^  The 
maternal  grandfather  of  our  subject  was  Furman 
Bird,  a  native  of  New  Jersey,  who  became  one 
of  the  early  settlers  of  Washtenaw  County.  He 
cleared  and  improved  a  farm  there,  and  continued 
to  make  it  his  home  until  his  death. 

The  birth  of  our  subject  occurred  in  Ann  Arbor, 
January  20,  1836.  During  his  boyhood  he  resided 
in  various  places  with  his  father,  and  his  education 
was  obtained  in  the  common  schools.  In  Illinois  he 
worked  at  the  trade  of  a  carpenter,  and  after  his 
return  to  Ann  Arbor  was  employed  in  a  carriage 
shop,  in  1858-59.  In  October  of  the  latter  year 
he  went  to  California,  making  the  journey  by  way 
of  the  Isthmus  of  Panama.  He  remained  in  that 
state  four  years,  following  the  occupation  of  a 
miner  and  making  some  money.  He  returned 
East  via  the  Isthmus,  and  after  visiting  in  Ann 
Arbor  for  a  few  days  proceeded  to  DeWitt,  where 
he  purchased  one  hundred  and  sixty  acres  of  wild 
land.  After  improving  ten  acres  he  sold  the  en- 
tire tract.  He  then  went  to  Fowlerville  and  bought 
an  improved  farm  of  eighty  acres,  but  a  year  later 
sold  the  place  and  returned  to  DeWitt. 

The  next  enterprise  in  which  Mr.  Wiiite  engaged 
was  that  of  a  merchant,  which  he  followed  for  six- 
teen years  m  DeWitt.  Upon  selling  out  his  store, 
he  went  to  Jackson,  and  for  five  years  engaged  in 
the  hardware  business.  Meantime  he  took  stock 
to  the  amount  of  $5,000  in  the  Jackson  Carriage 
Company',  but  the  enterprise  proving  a  failure  he 
incurred  a  heavy  loss.  For  some  years  he  had  a 
general  interest  in  Manton,  where  he  had  started 
as  a  young  man  in  the  mercantile  business.     In  Oc- 
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tober,  1884,  he  came  here  and  took  charge  of  the 
flourmill  which  he  had  purchased  the  preceding 
year.  This  concern  he  conducted  until  1892,  since 
which  time  he  has  been  proprietor  of  an  exchange 
bank.  With  his  sons  lie  owns  a  mercantile  busi- 
ness and  handle  factory  at  Mancelona. 

In  1864  Air.  White  married  Cornelia,  daugh- 
ter of  David  McFarlan,  of  Plymouth,  Mich.  Mrs. 
White  wah  born  in  Wayne  County,  Mich.,  and 
died  in  DeWitt  in  1879,  after  having  become  the 
mother  of  two  sons  and  a  daughter,  Clark  C, 
Harry  G.  and  Bertha  I.  In  1882  Mr.  White  mar- 
ried Mrs.  Celia  Alexander,  of  DeWitt,  by  whom 
he  became  the  father  of  one  son,  Carlton  M.  She 
died  in  December,  1886.  Mr.  White  is  a  hard  worker 
in  the  interests  of  the  Democratic  party,  to  the 
principles  of  which  he  is  devotedly  attached.  For 
two  years  he  officiated  as  President  of  the  Village 
Board,  and  during  his  incumbency  of  the  office 
the  water  works  were  built  and  other  improve- 
ments introduced. 

Socially  Mv.  White  is  a  member  of  Man  ton 
Lodge  No.  347,  A.  F.  &  A.  M.,  of  which  he  is  now 
serving  his  fifth  term  as  Master.  While  m  DeWitt 
he  held  a  similar  position  for  six  years.  He  is 
identified  with  the  Knights  of  Pythias  and  is  Past 
Chancellor  of  Cedar  Creek  Lodge  No.  147,  which 
he  has  represented  in  the  Grand  Lodge  ever  since 
its  organization'.  He  is  one  of  the  most  enterpris- 
ing citizens  of  Manton,  and  to  his  progressive 
spirit  much  of  its  growth  is  due. 


^^^\ 


J  081  AH  L.  LITTLEFIELD,  a  leading  business 
man  of  Farwell,  is  engaged  in  the  lumber 
business.  He  has  held  various  local  offices, 
is  now  President  of  the  Village  Board,  and  in 
the  ranks  of  the  Republican  party  is  a  leader  in  this 
section.  He  was  elected  to  the  position  of  County 
Surveyor  and  served  for  several  terms,  and  also 
officiated  for  one  term  as  Register  of  Deeds.  In 
everything  pertaining  to  the  good  of  the  commu- 


nity he  takes  an  active  and  influential  part,  and 
probably  about  one- third  of  the  village  property 
belongs  to  him.  His  residence  is  one  of  the  best 
to  be  found  in  the  county,  and  its  fittings  bespeak 
the  refined  taste  of  the  proprietor.  F'or  twenty 
years  Mr.  Littlefield  has  given  his  attention  largely 
to  his  lumber  interests  and  has  been  very  success- 
ful. From  time  to  time  he  has  invested  money  in 
farms,  and  is  now  the  owner  of  a  number  of  Veil 
improved  homesteads. 

The  birth  of  our  subject  occurred  in  Flat  Rock 
Village,  Wayne  County,  Mich.,  July  3,  1845.  His 
parents  were  Daniel  and  Mary  (Hall)  Littlefield, 
both  natives  of  New  York  State.  His  grandfather, 
Josiah  Littlefield,  also  of  the  Empire  State,  was  a 
pioneer  in  Michigan,  being  one  of  the  first  settlers 
of  Ash  Township,  Monroe  County,  where  he  culti- 
vated a  farm  up  to  the  time  of  his  death.  Daniel 
Littlefield  and  his  wife,  Mary,  were  married  in 
Michigan,  and  had  three  children.  Wesley  B.  is 
now  a  resident  of  Wayne  Count3\  Cyrus  was  in 
the  Union  service  as  a  member  of  the  First  Michi- 
gan Cavalry,  and  his  health  was  so  shattered  that 
he  has  been  unable  to  conduct  business  since.  Mrs. 
Littlefield  is  still  living,  her  home  being  in  Detroit, 
but  the  father  died  forty-five  years  ago,  in   1850. 

After  receiving  an  elementary  education  in  the 
public  schools,  J.  L.  Littlefield  went  to  Ann  Arbor, 
where  he  took  a  four-years  course  in  the  scientific 
department  of  the  State  University,  graduating 
therefrom  in  the  Class  of  '71.  The  following  Au- 
gust he  came  to  Farwell  and  followed  his  chosen 
profession  as  a  surveyor  and  civil  engineer  for  a 
few  years.  In  1875  he  built  a  planing  and  shingle 
mill,  and  in  1881  erected  the  present  sawmill, 
with  a  daily  capacity  of  about  thirty-five  thousand 
feet;  in  1891  he  added  a  band-saw  and  all  other 
modern  improvements,  making  one  of  the  most 
complete  mills  in  this  section.  As  the  years  passed 
success  attended  him,  and  this  he  well  deserves, 
for  he  has  been  the  architect  of  his  own  fortunes 
and  has  made  his  way  undaunted  by  difficulty, 

October  28,  1874,  Mr.  Littlefield  married  Ellen 
Hart,  of  Detroit,  Mich.  She  died  in  this  place  in 
1875,  leaving  one  daughter,  Ellen.  The  present 
wife  of  our  subject  was  Miss  Emma  Layle.  She 
was  born  in  St,  Clair  County,  Mich.,  and  wa§  mar^ 
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ried  July  7,  1881.  A  son  and  daughter  have  come 
to  bless  the  home  of  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Littlefield,  Hazel 
Grace  and  Franklin  Floyd. 

For  many  years  Mr.  Litliefield  has  been  a  pillar 
in  the  Methodist  Episcopal  Church,  to  which  his 
wife  also  belongs.  He  was  one  of  the  organizers 
of  the  congtegation  here  and  has  been  Superin- 
tendent of  the  Sunday-school.  He  enjoys  the 
friendship  and  kindly  regard  of  a  large  circle  of 
acquaintances. 


<0Ci**^*^*^♦*^*M**s*♦*^^^*^♦*^«^*^♦*^*^*^^*^^>O 


ROBERT  M.  MUSSELL  has  been  propri- 
etor  of  a  drug  store  in  Clare  for  the  past 
twelve  or  thirteen  years,  and  has  been  a 
resident  of  the  county  since  October,  1879.  He 
was  born  near  Ogdensburg,  N.  Y.,  April  8,  1861, 
and  his  boyhood  was  passed  near  his  native  place. 

The  parents  of  our  subject  were  John  and  Agnes 
Mussel  1,  the  former  of  whom  died  when  his  son 
was  an  infant  of  only  nine  months.  The  mother 
is  now  living  at  Drayton,  N.  Dak.  The  Mussell 
family  is  of  English  origin,  and  members  of  it  have 
occupied  prominent  places  in  the  history  of  this 
country.  John  and  Agnes  Mussell  were  the  par- 
ents of  seven  children,  six  of  whom  are  living. 
John  is  engaged  in  lumbering  in  Alpena  County, 
Mich.;  Isaac  operates  a  flouring- mill  at  Drayton, 
N.  Dak.;  Aaron  J.  is  a  lumberman  of  Bayfield,  Wis.; 
James  H.  is  engaged  in  mining  in  California;  and 
Katie  is  the  wife  of  John  Barton,  of  St.  Thomas, 
N.  Dak. 

In  1876  Robert  M.  Mussell  went  to  Dakota  and 
passed  some  three  years  in  the  Northwest,  some  of 
the  time  being  in  Minnesota  and  Manitoba.  For 
a  sliort  time,  while  a  resident  of  Dakota,  he  worked 
in  a  drug  store  and  obtained  a  general  knowledge 
of  the  business.  In  1879  he  came  to  this  county 
and  was  employed  as  a  bookkeeper  by  A.  W. 
Wright.  He  possesses  good  business  ability,  and 
has  been  the  architect  of  his  own  fortunes.  In  or- 
der to  supplement  his  early  education  he  attend- 
ed night  school  on   going  to  the   West,  and  has 


made  his  own  way  since  he  was  a  mere  bo}^  He 
owns  two  valuable  and  well  improved  farms  in 
Isabella  County,  and  carries  a  well  selected  stock 
of  drugs,  stationery,  etc.,  in  this  place.  He  is  now 
building  a  fine  three-story  brick  building,  25x90 
feet  in  dimensions,  on  Main  Street,  into  which,  as 
soon  as  completed,  he  will  move  his  stock  of  goods. 

In  questions  of  political  importance  Mr.  Mussell 
is  always  to  be  found  on  the  side  of  the  Demo- 
cratic party.  He  is  now  Master  of  John  Q.  Look 
Lodge  No.  404,  A.  F.  &  A.  M.,  and  is  also  a  mem- 
ber of  the  chapter.  Religiously  he  is  identified 
with  the  membership  of  the  Congregational  Church 
and  is  Superintendent  of  the  Sunda^^-school. 

July  11,  1882,  occurred  the  marriage  of  Mr. 
Mussell  and  Anna  E.  Husted,  who  was  born  in 
Oakland  County,  Mich.,  and  at  the  time  of  her 
marriage  was  making  her  home  in  Clare.  Mr.  and 
Mrs.  Mussell  have  one  child,  a  son,  to  whom  they 
have  given  the  name  of  Arthur  R.  The  young 
couple  have  many  sincere  friends  in  this  section. 
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r  OUIS  L.  KELLEY,  M.  D.  Among  the 
2  Cy  numerous  and  varied  professions  in  which 
men  may  rise  to  eminence,  there  is  not  one 
known  to  the  civilized  world  that  claims  a  higher 
place  in  the  esteem  of  all  than  does  the  "art  of 
healing.''  From  the  earliest  times  down  to  the 
present,  there  never  has  been  a  class  of  men  that 
demanded  or  received  more  faith  or  respectful 
treatment  than  does  the  physician.  No  one  has 
more  fully  proven  the  truth  of  this  assertion  than 
has  Dr.  Kelley,who  located  in  Farwell  in  1875,  and 
is  therefore  one  of  the  oldest  physicians  of  the 
place,  if  not  of  Clare  County. 

Our  subject  was  born  in  Rutland  County,  Vt., 
December  29,  1848,  to  Obediah  A.  and  Mary  E. 
(Frost)  Kelley.  The  family  emigrated  to  Michigan 
about  1861,  and  located  at  Ann  Arbor,  where  the 
father  of  our  subject  engaged  in  business  as  a  pho- 
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tographer.  The  mother  departed  this  life  in  1879, 
leaving  two  sons.  Eugene  A.  had  previously  died 
in  the  hospital  at  Cit^y  Point,  Vt,  from  the  effect 
of  a  disease  caused  by  overmarching  during  the 
Civil  War.  During  that  conflict  he  served  as  a 
member  of  the  Vermont  Sharpshooters.  He  was  a 
student  in  the  Michigan  University  at  the  time  of 
his  enlistment,  but,  like  many  other  young  men, 
laid  down  his  books  and  took  up  the  instruments  of 
war.  Edwin  D.,  the  second  son,  was  graduated 
from  the  Ann  Arbor  University,  and  afterward  be- 
came a  professor  in  the  Dennison  University  at 
Granville,  Ohio.  He  next  became  a  student  in  the 
Newton  Theological  Seminary,  near  Boston,  Mass., 
but  on  becoming  a  minister  of  the  Baptist  faith, 
be  was  sent  as  a  missionary  into  Burmah,  where  he 
was  accidentally  drowned  about  one  year  later. 

Our  subject  is  the  only  member  of  the  family 
now  living.  After  completing  his  education  in 
the  high  school  of  Ann  Arbor,  he  was  given  a  cer- 
tificate to  teach,  and  for  a  few  years  followed  this 
vocation  in  order  to  secure  the  necessary  funds  to 
enable  him  to  carry  on  his  medical  studies.  He 
took  a  three-3^ears  course  in  the  medical  depart- 
ment of  the  Michigan  University,  and  was  grad- 
uated with  the  Class  of  '75.  He  immediately 
located  in  Far  well,  where  he  has  continued  to 
practice  ever  since.  In  that  early  day,  the  country 
being  sparsely  bcttled,  he  was  obliged  to  ride  many 
miles  on  horseback  in  order  to  visit  his  patients. 
He  is  now  one  of  the  most  popular  practitioners  of 
Clare  County,  and  as  a  surgeon  he  has  succeeded 
admirably,  and  has  performed  many  difficult  and 
noted  cures  in  this  vicinity. 

Dr.  Kelley  was  married,  in  1870,  to  MiSb  Rosetta 
M.,  daughter  of  George  and  Sarah  Cherr3^man. 
The  lad}^  was  born  in  New  York  in  1850,  and  by 
her  union  with  our  subject  has  become  the  mother  of 
two  children:  Grace  G.  and  George  PL  They  have 
also  an  adopted  daughter,  bearing  the  name  of 
Edith  M.  The  Doctor  is  a  strong  Republican  in 
politics,  and  for  seven  years  was  Supervisor  of 
Surrey  Township,  and,  with  the  exception  of  two- 
years,  during  this  time  was  Chairman  of  the  board. 
He  has  also  rendered  valuable  service  as  School 
Director.  In  social  affairs  he  belongs  to  the  Sub- 
ordinate and  Encampment  Lodges  of  the  Inde- 


pendent Order  of  Odd  Fellows  and  served  both  as 
Treasurer  for  many  years.  At  present  he  is  Grand 
Herald  of  the  Grand  Lodge  in  this  order. 

When  the  Doctor  located  here  he  commenced 
without  a  dollar,  but  so  successful  has  he  been  in 
his  practice  that  he  is  now  the  owner  of  several 
very  valuable  farms,  one  of  which  embraces  five 
hundred  acres  in  close  proximity  to  Farwell. 


I  '  J  '  j 
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RED  CLYDE  SANFORD,  M.  D.,  is  a  grad- 
uate of  the  medical  department  of  the 
University  of  Michigan  at  Ann  Arbor,  as 
a  member  of  the  Class  of  '90.  In  the  following 
fall,  after  attaining  his  degree,  he  settled  in  Clare, 
and  has  since  been  engaged  in  practice.  He  is 
succeeding  in  rapidly  building  up  a  good  reputa- 
tion as  a  young  man  of  merit  and  ability.  Polit- 
ically he  is  a  Democrat,  has  oftentimes  been  sent 
as  a  delegate  to  district  conventions,  and  is  now 
Chairman  of  the  County  Central  Committee. 

The  Doctor's  grandfather,  Abraham  Sanford, 
was  born  in  Connecticut,  but  emigrated  to  New 
York  State  and  thence  to  Michigan.  He  settled 
in  Jackson  County  when  there  were  only  a  few 
families  living  within  its  boundaries.  He  improved 
land  and  became  the  possessor  of  a  fine  farm  of 
one  hundred  and  forty-four  acres.  His  death  oc- 
curred at  the  age  of  eighty-four  years.  His  first 
wife  died  in  early  womanhood,  leaving  four  chil- 
dren.  He  married  a  second  time,  but  had  no  fam- 
ily by  this  union. 

George  H.  Sanford,  father  of  our  subject,  was 
born  in  Cayuga  County,  N.  Y.,  and  was  reared  on 
his  father's  Michigan  farm.  For  a  quarter  of  a 
century  he  has  been  engaged  in  farming  and  lum- 
bering in  Isabella  County.  He  owns  two  hundred 
and  eighty  acres  of  land  in  Clare  County,  and  four 
hundred  and  forty  acres  in  Isabella  County.  His 
farms  are  well  improved  and  would  find  a  ready 
sale  in  any  market.  His  wife,  Ruth  E.,  nee  Begel, 
likewise  a  native  of  New  York  State,  is  still  living. 
Their  eldest  son,  Clarence  F.,  resides  at  home,  and 
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Herbert  A.,  the  second  son,  is  a  lawyer  of  Mt. 
Pleasant.  George  H.  San  ford  has  always  been 
greatly  interested  in  campaign  and  political  work 
of  the  Democratic  party.  He  has  never  been  an 
office-seeker,  but  has  held  a  few  local  positions. 
He  is  a  prominent  member  of  the  Odd  Fellows' 
society,  and  has  been  a  delegate  to  the  National 
Encampment. 

Dr.  F.  C.  Sanford  was  born  in  Jackson  Count}^, 
Mich.,  June  11,  1864,  and  passed  his  bo3^hood  on 
his  father's  farm.  After  completing  his  element- 
ary education  he  entered  the  Mt.  Pleasant  High 
School,  from  which  he  graduated.  He  further  pur- 
sued his  studies  in  Hillsdale  College,  and,  obtain- 
ing a  certificate,  taught  school  for  a  period.  Un- 
der Dr.  F.  H.  Tyler,  he  then  took  up  the  study  of 
medicine,  and  after  taking  a  course  of  lectures  in 
the  medical  department  of  the  University  of  Mich- 
igan, graduated  with  the  degree  of  Doctor  of  Med- 
icine. He  is  a  member  of  the  Ancient  Free  and  Ac- 
cepted Masons,  the  Modern  Woodmen  of  America, 
and  the  Knights  of  Pythias. 

In  September,  1886,  Dr.  Sanford  married  Miss 
Mary,  daughter  of  George  F.  Grinnell,  a  farmer  of 
Isabella  County.  Mrs.  Sanford  was  born  in  that 
count3%  and  there  grew  to  w^omanhood.  To  the 
Doctor  and  wife  lias  been  born  one  son,  Burton  J., 
his  birth  having  occurred  in  Februar3',  1888,  at 
Ann  Arbor. 


JUDGE  FRANK  McLELLAN,  Probate  Judge 
of  Clare  County,  is  now  making  his  liome  in 
the  village  of  Farwell.  He  has  served  for 
one  term  in  the  capacity  of  Sheriff,  was  Jus- 
tice of  the  Peace  for  twelve  years,  and  was  Post- 
master for  one  term,  besides  serving  in  many  minor 
offices.  He  is  numbered  among  the  early  settlers 
of  this  count} ,  as  in  March,  1871,  he  settled  at 
Farwell.  By  trade  he  was  a  carpenter,  and  was 
the  first  man  to  begin  the  erection  of  a  frame  resi- 
dence in  this  section.  Subsequently  he  put  up 
numerous  buildings  in  Farwell,  in  pursuance  of  his 


calling.  During  the  years  which  followed  he  was 
interested  in  various  enterprises,  and  in  each  of 
these  undertakings  displayed  good  business  and 
executive  ability. 

Born  in  the  northern  part  of  Ireland,  June  22, 
1836,  our  subject  is  a  son  of  Alexander  and  Mary 
(Dunn)  McLellan.  The  former  died  about  1842, 
leaving  three  children.  His  eldest  child,  Mary, 
has  been  twice  married,  her  first  husband  having 
been  Michael  Kelley,  after  whose  death  she  became 
the  wife  of  Mr.  McAullif,  She  is  now  a  resident 
of  Port  Credit,  Ontario.  Our  subject  is  the  next 
of  the  family;  and  Alice,  the  youngest,  died  un- 
married. At  an  early  day  the  family  emigrated 
to  Ingersoll,  Ontario,  and  in  that  province  the 
mother  is  still  living,  though  in  her  ninetieth  year. 
It  was  in  the  year  1845  that  Frank  McLellan 
crossed  the  Atlantic  and  became  a  resident  of  On- 
tario. He  attended  the  common  schools,  and  while 
still  a  young  lad  began  learning  the  trade  of  cab- 
inet-making, at  which  he  served  a  four-years  ap- 
prenticeship. On  beginning  the  active  business  of 
life  for  himself  he  located  in  Stratford,  Ontario, 
and  later,  removing  to  Goderich,  worked  as  a  ship- 
carpenter.  It  was  in  1863  that  he  came  to  this 
state.  At  Saginaw  he  and  his  wife  found  employ- 
ment on  the  Chippewa  River,  with  a  Mr.  Hall,  a 
well  known  lumberman.  For  the  past  twenty-four 
years  he  has  been  a  leading  citizen  of  Farwell.  For 
some  time  he  w^orked  as  a  millwright, and  was  em- 
ployed in  a  planing-mill.  In  November,  1879,  he 
established  a  furniture  and  undertaking  business, 
the  first  of  the  kind  in  the  place.  A  few  yea^o 
later  his  store  and  stock  were  destroyed  by  fire. 
His  next  enterprise  was  in  conducting  a  grocery, 
his  interest  in  which  he  sold  out  in  1892,  and  once 
more  turned  his  attention  to  dealing  in  furniture 
and  to  the  undertaking  business. 

In  1860  Mr.  McLellan  married  Hulda,  daughter 
of  Abraham  Smith,  both  natives  of  Ontario.  Mrs. 
McLellan  proved  a  faithful  helpmate  and  compan- 
ion to  her  husband,  assisting  him  to  get  a  start  in 
life.  She  had  been  previously  married  to  a  Mr. 
McCollum,  by  whom  she  bad  two  children.  Jo- 
hanna, the  elder,  now  deceased,  was  the  wife  of 
Lawton  Knapp,  of  this  place;  and  James  is  engaged 
in  the  grocery  business  here.     Mrs,  McLellan  died 
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April  26,  1890,  and  April  22,  1891,  Mr.  MeLellan 
married  Margaret  Smith,  who  was  born  in  Ireland, 
and  came  to  the  United  States  with  a  sister. 

Religiouslj^  our  subject  is  identified  with  the 
Methodist  Episcopal  Church.  He  is  a  good  citi- 
zen, and  never  fails  in  his  duty  toward  others.  In 
politics  he  is  a  Democrat,  and  stands  high  in  the 
estimation  of  his  party  friends.  He  has  been  quite 
unfortunate  in  fire  losses,  and  has  had  two  resi- 
dences consumed  b}^  the  devouring  element,  but 
at  the  present  time  owns  a  substantial  and  well 
furnished  home. 


(Tp^  RTHUR  F.  WATSON,  Postmaster  and  a 
/ — \  prominent  real-estate  dealer  of  Chebo3^gan, 
was  born  in  this  city  August  27,  1857. 
He  is  the  son  of  James  F.  Watson,  a  native  of  En- 
gland, who,  emigrating  to  Windsor,  Ontario,  en- 
tered the  employ  of  the  old  Hudson  Bay  Fur  Com- 
pan}.,  and  was  sent  by  them  to  the  shores  of  Lake 
Superior.  After  a  service  of  about  six  years  with 
them,  much  of  the  time  being  spent  on  Mackinac 
Island,  he  retired  from  Iheir  employ,  and  in  1850 
settled  in  Cheboygan,  where  he  engaged  in  the 
mercantile  business.  In  connection  with  that  en- 
terprise, he  owned  a  number  of  small  boats,  which 
he  ran  between  different  places,  a  local  trade  thus 
springing  into  existence.  At  the  time  of  coming 
here,  Cheboygan  was  an  unimportant  hamlet,  with 
only  six  buildings,  and  its  unpromising  appear- 
ance gave  little  indication  of  its  future  prosperity. 
While  still  in  the  employ  of  the  Hudson  Bay 
Fur  Company,  and  during  his  residence  on  Macki- 
nac Island,  James  F.  Watson  married  Miss  Char- 
lotte Maultby,  whose  father,  a  native  of  Cork,  Ire- 
land, was  a  cooper  by  trade,  and  a  manufacturer 
of  fish  barrels.  He  came  to  Cheboygan  with  Mr. 
Watson,  and  was  for  twenty-six  years  either  Dep- 
uty Treasurer  or  Ti'easurcr  of  Cheboygan  County, 
and  also  officiated  in  the  office  of  Probate  Judge. 
As  an  official,  he  waa  able,  faithful,  impartial  and 
11 


popular  with  the  people,  and  his  death,  in  March, 
1894,  was  mourned   by   all  who  knew  him.     Just 
twenty-one  years  before  the  day  of  his  death  oc- 
curred the  demise  of  his  wife,  a  native  of  Vermont, 
and  known   m  maidenhood  as  Cynthia  Brannock. 
One  and  one-half  miles  up  the  river,  where  he 
had  taken  a  homestead,  James  F.  Watson  erected  a 
mill  and  conducted  an  extensive  business  as  a  lum- 
berman.    He    also    had   a  foundry   and  machine- 
shop,  the  first  ever  built  in  this  region.     Near  the 
city  he  improved  a  farm,  consisting  of  one  hundred 
acres,  and  there  his  widow  still  makes  her  home. 
As  a  farmer  and  lumberman  he  was  quite  success- 
ful, and   attained  a  place  among  the  pi'ominent 
business  men  of  the  vicinity.     His  mill,  which  had 
a  capacity  of  thirty   thousand  feet  of  lumber,  he 
disposed   of  one  and   one-half  years  prior  to  his 
demise.     At  the  age  of  fiftj^-one  years,  in  Novem- 
ber, 1873,  he  passed  from  this  earthly  life,  mourned 
by  a  host  of  warm  personal  friends,  whose  regard 
he  had  won  by  his  upright  character.     He  was  one 
of  nature's  noblemen,  a  man  of  the  strictest  hon- 
esty, energetic  in  business  and  kind  of  heart.     He 
was  liberal  to  a  fault,  and  was  never  able  to  refuse 
a  friend's  request,  even  though  he  knew  it  would 
be  detrimental  to  do  so. 

In  the  parental  family  there  were  four  children, 
namely:  Walter,  who  resides  on  the  old  home  farm 
and  is  engaged  in  lumbering;  ArthuiF.;  Mary  C, 
wife  of  Frank  Johnson,  of  Cheboygan;  and  Sarah 
L.,  who  married  A.  M.  Howard,  of  Cheboygan. 
Our  subject  was  reared  on  the  home  farm,  and  his 
first  business  experience  was  in  raising  garden 
truck,  which  he  peddled.  His  next  venture  was 
the  opening  of  a  store  on  the  dock,  and  this  he 
conducted  for  a  number  of  years.  He  then  worked 
upon  the  farm  until  in  Februaiy,  1885,  when  he 
was  chosen  Deputy  County  Register  of  Deeds,  his 
superior  being  H.  W.  McArthur,  a  young  attorney, 
who  is  now  deceased. 

After  two  years'  service  as  Deputy,  our  subject 
was  elected  Register  of  Deeds,  and  was  afterward 
twice  re-elected,  serving  six  years  altogether. 
Though  a  Democrat,  he  was  also  popular  with  the 
Republicans,  and  his  majorities  were  increased  each 
year.  Under  the  administration  of  President 
Cleyel^nd  b§  was  chosen  Postmaster,  the  duties  of 
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which  office  he  assumed  February  5,  1894.  Since 
becoming  the  incumbent  of  this  position,  he  has 
introduced  a  modern  outfit  and  a  number  of  im- 
provements, at  a  cost  of  several  hundred  dollars. 
He  has  put  in  lock  boxes,  of  which  there  are  now 
two  hundred  and  fifty-eight. 

Since  twenty  years  of  age  Mr.  Watson  has  en- 
gaged in  lumbering,  his  operations  in  that  line 
having  been  of  an  independent  character.  At  pres- 
ent he  has  thirty-seven  men  employed  on  Mullet 
Lake,  his  output  being  two  million  feet  of  lumber. 
As  a  real-estate  dealer,  he  handles  both  farm  and 
city  property.  In  1892  he  platted  A.  F.  Watson's 
First  Addition  to  Cheboygan ,  which  con&ists  of  fifty 
acres  immediately  west  of  the  depot.  This  he  has 
laid  off  in  half-acre  lots.  About  one-third  of  the 
lots  have  been  sold  and  improved  with  a  good  class 
of  residences.  In  the  future  of  this  locality  as  a 
farming  region  he  has  the  greatest  confidence,  and 
he  makes  a  specialty  of  the  transfer  of  country 
property,  having  for  sale  about  four  thousand 
acres  of  good  farm  land.  It  is  also  his  belief  that 
the  soil  is  unsurpassed  for  the  raising  of  fruit  and 
all  kinds  of  vegetables.  He  is  serving  as  President 
of  the  recently  organized  Immigration  Society, 
which  was  started  with  the  hope  of  inducing  a 
good  class  of  settlers  to  locate  here. 

October  29,  1882,  Mr.  Watson  married  Miss 
Sarah  D.  Howard,  of  Toronto,  Canada,  and  they 
are  the  parents  of  three  children,  George,  Arthur 
F.  and  Berenice.  Socially  Mr.  Watson  is  connected 
with  the  Masonic  fraternity  and  the  Knights  of  the 
Maccabees.  He  is  justly  proud  of  the  fact  that  he 
has  never  taken  a  glasj?  of  intoxicating  liquor,  nor 
tobacco  in  any  form,  but  believes  in  prohibition  in 
actual  practice,  not  in  politics. 


-^] 


^■^ 
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HON.  J.  WIGHT  GIDDINGS.     To  write  the 
history  of  Northern  Michigan  and  omit 
the    name    of    ex-Lieut.-Gov.    Giddings 
would  be  to  do  injustice  to  a  man  of  rare  intelli- 
gence, extended  information,  broad  culture,  with 
clear  and  concise  opinions  on  all  important  ques- 


tions; one  whose  long  public  life  of  industry  and 
usefulness  has  brought  him  national  fame;  whose 
power  as  an  orator  is  universally  recognized;  whose 
voice,  directly  or  indirectlj^  has  been  heard  on  al- 
most every  subject  affecting  the  administration  of 
public  affairs  for  the  past  decade,  and  whose  cul- 
ture and  talents  have  won  the  admiration  of  all 
with  whom  he  has  been  brought  in  contact. 

A  short  biographical  history  is  pre-eminently 
appropriate,  and  will  be  of  interest  to  all  of  our 
readers.  The  subject  of  this  narrative  was  born 
in  Romeo,  Macomb  County,  Mich.,  September  27, 
1858,  to  Moses  A.  and  Caroline  (Beekman)  Gid- 
dings. His  father,  who  is  a  native  of  Connecticut, 
came  to  Michigan  with  a  brother  and  settled  in 
Romeo,  where  for  some  years  he  was  engaged  in 
business  as  a  wool-buyer  and  general  merchant. 
He  and  his  wife  are  now  living  in  retirement, 
spending  their  declining  days  surrounded  by  all 
the  comforts  that  can  enhance  the  happiness  of 
life.  They  are  members  of  the  Congregational 
Church,  in  which  Mr.  Giddings  has  been  an  active 
worker,  Deacon  and  Sunday-school  Superintendent. 
Their  family  consists  of  one  son  and  two  daughters. 

The  boyhood  years  of  our  subject  were  passed 
uneventfull3'  in  Romeo,  where  he  was  graduated 
from  the  high  school  in  1877.  His  education  was 
supplemented  by  three  years'  attendance  at  Am- 
herst College,  from  which  he  was  graduated  with 
the  Class  of  '82.  On  completing  his  studies,  he 
went  to  Chicago  and  prosecuted  his  legal  readings 
while  employed  in  the  Chicago  &  Northwestern 
Railroad  office.  He  was  admitted  to  the  Bar  of 
Illinois,  and  later  to  that  of  Michigan,  but  is  not 
now  engaged  in  legal  practice,  his  talents  having 
caused  him  to  devote  himself  to  public  life  and 
the  lecture  platform. 

Mr.  Giddings  became  a  resident  of  Cadillac  in 
1882,  at  which  time  he  purchased  the  Cadillac 
News^  and  the  publication  of  that  paper  he  con- 
tinued for  five  years,  when  he  sold  out.  The  News 
was  the  oldest  paper  in  that  county,  and  was  the 
recognized  organ  of  the  Republican  party.  It  has 
since  been  consolidated  with  the  Express^  under 
the  name  of  the  News  and  Express,  As  one  of  the 
leaders  of  the  Republican  party,  Mr.  Giddings  is 
widely  known,  and  his  talents  have  led  to  his  elec- 
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tion  to  various  posts  of  honor  and  trust.  In  1886 
he  was  elected  State  Senator,  in  which  capacity  he 
served  two  terms  with  marked  efficiencj'^  and  great 
credit  to  himself.  Througli  his  influence  the  state 
weather  service  w^as  established.  He  served  as  a 
member  of  various  committees,  and  as  Chairman 
of  the  Labor  Committee,  His  recognized  talents 
in  this  responsible  position  caused  his  party  to 
nominate  him  in  1892  for  the  office  of  Lieutenant- 
Governor,  to  which  he  was  elected,  and  in  which 
he  has  rendered  distinguished  service. 

In  1884  Mr.  Gid dings  was  united  in  marriage 
with  Miss  Fidelia,  daughter  of  Ferris  S.  Fitch,  and 
a  native  of  New  York  State.  The  only  child  born 
of  this  union  died  when  three  months  old.  The 
religious  home  of  the  family  is  in  the  Congrega- 
tional Church  of  Cadillac.  Socially  Mr.  Giddings 
is  Past  Chancellor  of  Cadillac  Lodge  No.  46, 
K.  of  P.,  and  is  also  identified  with  the  Cadillac 
City  Division,  Uniformed  Rank,  K.  of  P.  He  is 
interested  in  whatever  pertains  to  the  advance- 
ment of  the  city,  and  though  his  duties  oblige  him 
to  be  away  from  Cadillac  much  of  the  time,  he 
never  swerves  in  his  allegiance  to  the  place,  or  his 
devotion  to  its  interests. 

Conspicuous  as  has  been  tlie  public  service  ren- 
dered by  Lieut.-Gov.  Giddings,  and  prominent  as  he 
has  become  on  account  of  his  official  labors,  he  has 
attained  even  greater  eminence  as  a  public  speaker. 
He  has  lectured  in  various  states,  and  in  many  of 
the  largest  cities  of  the  Union,  and  wherever  he 
has  appeared  on  the  lecture  platform,  he  has  won 
the  applause  of  crowded  houses.  Of  him  it  may 
be  truly  said  that 

"Aged  ears  play  truant  at  his  tales, 

And  younger  hearings  are  quite  ravished, 

So  sweet  and  voluble  is  his  discourse.'* 

Many  of  the  most  eminent  public  men  of  America 
have  spoken  with  praise  of  his  eloquence  and  abil- 
ity as  a  public  speaker,  among  them  such  men  as 
Thomas  W.  Palmer,  President  of  the  World's  Fair 
Commission;  James  McMillan,  United  States  Sen- 
ator for  Michigan;  Robert  M.  Montgomery,  Jus- 
tice of  the  Michigan  Supreme  Court;  the  late  Sen- 
ator Francis  B.  Stockbridge;  Ferris  S.  Fitch,  Su- 
perintendent of  Public  Instruction  for  Michigan, 
and  many  others  of  equal  prominence.     His  most 


popular  lectures  are  "Uncle  Sam's  People,"  "The 
Evolution  of  the  Demagogue,"  and  "Cardinal  and 
King."  As  a  speaker  he  possesses  a  peculiar  mag- 
netism, an  earnest  manner,  and  a  power  of  inter- 
mingling pathos  and  humor  that  captivates  his 
audience.  Such  is  the  brilliance  of  his  oratory, 
and  his  rapidity  of  thought  and  speech,  that  all 
who  listen  are  charmed.  Nor  is  it  his  only  object 
to  amuse  and  interest.  With  the  true  American 
spirit  of  reform,  he  points  out  errors  and  abuses 
of  public  trusts,  and  appeals  to  the  patriotism  and 
determination  of  the  people  to  overcome  these. 
Though  he  has  already  attained  a  high  rank  among 
the  orators  of  our  country,  the  future  years  will 
undoubtedly  bring  him  greater  honors  and  an  in- 
creasing fame,  a^d  to  none  can  they  come  more 
deservedly  than  to  him. 


^♦♦♦-i 
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JUDGE  JAMES  GREACEN  was  elected  Pro- 
bate Judge  of  Kalkaska  County  in  1892,  and 
is  still  acting  as  such.  He  was  previously 
elected  to  this  responsible  position  in  1884, 
and  served  for  the  regular  term  of  four  years.  He 
IS  a  local  leader  in  Republican  circles,  and  has  many 
times  been  called  upon  to  act  as  a  servant  of  the 
public.  While  living  in  Oakland  Count^^  he  was 
Highway  Commissioner,  and  was  also  Justice  of 
the  Peace.  For  a  period  of  six  years  he  was  Su- 
pervisor of  Chelsea  Township,  and  was  Chairman 
of  the  board  for  two  years.  He  has  also  been  Jus- 
tice of  the  Peace  in  this  county,  Supervisor  of  the 
Poor,  and  was  Township  Clerk  for  six  years.  On 
numerous  occasions  he  has  been  a  delegate  to  coun- 
ty, district  and  state  conventions  of  his  party.  For 
some  time  he  has  given  much  of  his  attention  to 
the  collection  of  pensions,  bounty  and  war  claims, 
and  has  been  ver}^  successful  in  this  field  of  labor. 
It  was  in  October,  1874,  that  Mr.  Greacen  came 
to  make  a  permanent  home  in  this  county,  at  which 
time  he  settled  on  section  18,  Excelsior  Township, 
where  he  had  entered  eightj^  acr^s  of  land  the  pre- 
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vious  year.  He  at  first  lived  in  a  log  house,  but 
now  a  substantial  residence,  good  barns  and  other 
improvements  are  to  be  found  on  the  place.  All 
but  thirty  acres  of  the  land  is  under  cultivation, 
and  there  is  a  fine  pear  orchard  of  four  hundred 
trees,  besides  other  fruits.  In  1890  Mr.  Greacen 
rented  his  farm  and  came  to  Kalkaska.  For  one 
year,  in  1889,  he  was  engaged  in  mercantile  pur- 
suits. Thougli  he  bought  and  sold  several  pieces 
of  land,  his  residence  on  his  original  homestead 
was  continuous  up  to  his  removal  to  the  count}^ 
seat. 

The  parents  of  James  Greacen  were  John  and 
Eliza  Greacen,  natives  of  Ireland.  In  1846  they 
crossed  the  ocean  and  settled  on  a  farm  near  Dear- 
born, Wa^Mie  County,  this  state,  when  the  country 
was  verj^  wild.  About  1855  they  emigrated  to 
Milford,  Oakland  Count3%  where  the  mother  died 
in  1888,  but  where  the  father  is  still  living.  They 
reared  a  family  of  five  children, of  whom  James  is 
the  eldest;  Matilda  is  the  wife  of  Charles  Stewart, 
of  Oakland  County;  Mary  E.  is  Mrs.  Edward 
Rakes,  of  Mt.  Clemens,  Mich.;  Anna  is  still  at 
home;  and  Agnes  is  the  wife  of  John  Howey,  who 
is  now  managing  the  family  homestead  in  Oakland 
County. 

Born  in  County  Cavan,  Ireland,  April  12,  1841, 
our  subject  is  the  only  one  of  his  parents'  children 
who  was  not  born  in  the  United  States.  He  wa-s 
reared  to  farm  duties,  and  attended  the  common 
schools  of  the  neighborhood.  August  14,  1862,  he 
enlisted  in  Company  I,  Twenty-second  Michigan 
Infantry,  and  served  until  July  11,  1865,  when  he 
was  mustered  out.  Among  the  nuia^erous  battles 
in  wdiich  he  was  engaged  were  tliose  of  Murfrees- 
boro,  Danville  and  Richmond,  K3^,  Chickamauga, 
Mission  Ridge  and  Lookout  Mountain.  Septem- 
ber 20,  1863,  he  was  captured  by  the  enemy  at 
Chickamauga.  He  was  wounded  in  two  places, 
and  his  life  was  only  saved  by  the  eagle  shield  on 
his  cartridge  strap.  This  small  piece  of  metal 
caused  a  ball  to  glance  aside,  when  it  would  have 
otherwise  gone  through  his  body.  It  was  only 
after  he  was  disabled  that  he  was  taken  prisoner. 
For  several  months  he  was  confined  in  the  prisons 
of  Libby,  Danville  and  Andersonville.  In  the 
summer  of  1864  he  was  transferred  to  the  stockade 


! 


at  Florence,  S.  C,  from  where  he  was  paroled  and 
returned  home,  but  later  resumed  his  place  in  the 
regiment. 

May  3,  1866,  Mr.  Greacen  married  Margaret, 
daughter  of  James  Morrison,  a  farmer  of  Oakland 
County.  They  became  the  parents  of  five  children. 
Clara,  the  eldest,  was  educated  at  Oswego,  N.  Y., 
and  is  an  expert  stenographer  in  the  Treasury  De- 
partment at  Washington,  D.  C,  at  a  salary  of 
$1,200  per  year.  James  S.  died  July  18,  1892, 
aged  twenty -three  years.  He  had  been  educated 
as  a  civil  engineer,  and  had  a  future  of  great  prom- 
ise. One  child  died  in  infancy,  and  the  others 
who  are  at  home  arc  named,  respectively,  Vernie 
and  Susie. 

Though  his  parents  were  Presbyterians,  Judge 
Greacen  is  a  member  of  the  First  Baptist  Church. 
He  belongs  to  Kalkaska  Lodge  Ko.  87,  K.  of  P., 
and  has  been  Chancellor  Commander.  At  present 
he  is  serving  his  ninth  term  as  Noble  Grand  of 
Kalkaska  Lodge  No.  37,1.  O.  O.  F.  In  the  Grand 
Army  of  the  Republic  he  is  Past  Commander  of 
Colonel  Baker  Post  No.  84,  and  has  been  Com- 
mander of  the  Northwestern  Soldiers'  and  Sailors' 
Association.  In  addition  to  the  other  organiza- 
tions with  which  he  is  connected,  he  is  a  member 
of  the  Ancient  Order  of  United  Workmen. 


JAMES  CAVANAGH  is  now  holding  the  posi- 
tion of  Cashier  of  the  Missaukee  County 
Bank  at  Lake  City.  For  a  period  of  five 
years  he  was  Superintendent  of  the  Poor. 
He  has  been  elected  to  every  position  within  the 
gift  of  the  people  of  his  township  from  Constable 
to  Supervisor,  with  the  exception  of  Township 
Clerk.  He  owns  a  valuable  farm,  comprising  one 
hundred  and  seventy  acres,  twelve  miles  from  this 
city. 

Daniel  Cavanagh,  the  father  of  our  subject,  was 
born  in  Ireland,  and  was  a  man  of  supei'ior  educa- 
tiou  and  attainments.     Though  he  was  emploj^ed 
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to  some  extent  in  farming,  he  was  a  school  teacher 
by  profession.  At  an  early  da}^  he  emigrated  to 
Quebec,  where  he  lived  for  a  time,  thence  going  to 
Vermont,  later  to  New  York,  and  finally  to  Can- 
ada again.  His  death  occurred  in  the  village  of 
Jarvis,  in  the  fall  of  1879,  when  he  was  nearly 
eighty  years  of  age.  His  father,  Andrew,  was  also 
a  native  of  Ireland,  and  died  in  that  country.  He 
was  an  p4)iscopalian  in  religion.  His  family  num- 
bered seven  children.  The  maternal  grandfather 
of  our  subject  was  a  native  of  Wales.  The  wife 
of  Daniel  Cavanagh  was,  before  her  marriage,  Eliza- 
beth Harrison.  She  was  born  in  the  Emerald  Isle, 
and  died  in  1885,  a  few  years  after  the  demise  of 
her  husband.  They  were  both  members  of  the 
Church  of  England. 

The  gentleman  whose  name  heads  this  article  is 
one  of  twelve  children  who  grew  to  maturitj',  viz.; 
Mary,  Robert  A.,  Margaret,  William  H.,  Letitia  J., 
John,  James,  Daniel,  Thomas,  Eliza  A.,  Sarah  J* 
and  George  R.,  all  living  but  the  eldest.  James  Cav- 
anagh was  born  in  the  county  of  Haldimand,  Cana- 
da, September  25,  1847,  and  passed  his  boyhood  in 
Ontario,  his  education  being  received  in  the  neigh- 
borhood of  his  father's  home.  He  worked  at  farm- 
ing until  nearly  grown,  when  he  started  out  to 
make  his  own  way  in  the  world. 

Going  into  the  oil  regions  of  Canada  at  a  point 
about  forty  miles  west  of  London,  our  subject 
drilled  for  oil,  and  continued  in  the  vicinity  for 
a  little  over  a  year.  Thence  he  drifted  to  Ba.y  City, 
Mich.,  and  from  there  into  the  lumber  district.  At 
the  end  of  a  few  months  he  returned  to  his  father's 
home,  where  he  lived  for  a  year.  Subsequently, 
going  into  the  western  part  of  Illinois,  he  worked 
on  a  farm,  and  then,  returning  to  Michigan,  ob- 
tained employment  in  a  mill  in  Bay  County.  By 
the  utmost  frugality  he  managed  to  save|400  that 
year.  In  1869  he  took  up  a  homestead  in  this 
count}',  and  cleared  a  tract  of  about  ninety  acres. 
On  this  property  he  made  his  home  until  April, 
1892,  when  he  came  to  this  city  in  order  to  take 
charge  of  the  ''Patrons  of  Industry"  store.  After 
running  the  same  for  about  ten  months  he  resigned 
his  place  in  order  to  accept  the  cashiership  of  the 
bank  with  which  he  is  yet  connected. 

September  18,  1879,  our  subject  married   Miss 


Emma  C,  daughter  of  Joseph  and  Mary  Ann  (Hite) 
Stout.  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Cavanagh  have  become  the 
parents  of  three  sons  and  two  daughters,  namely: 
Chester  C,  Ethel,  Madge,  Ray  and  Dwight.  Little 
Ray  died  when  about  a  year  old,  but  the  other 
children  are  still  with  their  parents.  Mrs.  Cava- 
nagh is  a  member  of  the  Methodist  Episcopal 
Church,  and  is  a  most  estimable  lady,  who  readily 
makes  friends.  Our  subject  is  affiliated  with  the 
Odd  Fellows'  society,  and  is  a  member  of  the 
Knights  of  the  Maccabees.  In  politics  he  is  a  Pro- 
hibitionist. 

0#P >  . 


JAMES  M.  FLAGG,  who  is  County  Clerk  and 
Register  of  Deeds  of  Kalkaska  County,  has 
been  associated  with  the  history  of  this  re- 
gion for  nearly  a  quarter  of  a  century.  In 
times  of  peace  and  war  alike  he  has  been  a  true 
patriot,  and  has  stood  by  his  country.  November 
19,  1861,  he  enlisted  on  the  Union  side  in  Com- 
pany A,  known  as  Merrill's  Horse.  His  service 
was  mainly  in  Missouri,  Arkansas  and  Kansas.  In 
1864  the  companj^  veteranized,  and  then  served 
until  September,  1865, as  Company  A,  Second  Mis- 
souri Cavalry.  Mr.  Flagg  was  Sergeant-Quarter- 
master of  the  company,  and  did  faithful  and  effi- 
cient service,  AtKirksville,  Mo.,  he  was  wounded 
in  the  necky  August  6,  1862,  and  was  disabled  for 
some  time. 

James  M.  Flagg  was  born  in  Elizabethtown,  Es- 
sex County,  Vt.,  September  20,  1842,  and  is  a  son 
of  Arlo  and  Maria  (Spaulding)  Flagg,  who  were 
also  natives  of  the  Green  Mountain  State.  The 
father  was  a  farmer  by  occupation,  but  died  while 
still  in  the  prime  of  life,  in  1845.  His  family 
numbered  four  children,  of  whom  Jane  became  the 
wife  of  John  Browberry,  and  still  lives  in  Ver- 
mont. Matilda,  Mrs.  Crandall,  lives  in  Eaton 
County,  Mich.:  and  Arlo,  the  youngest  of  the  fam- 
ily^ died  in  1858.  Mrs.  Flagg  was  called  to  the 
silent  land  in  June,  1884,  at  the  home  of  her  son, 
James  M. 

The  maternal  grandparents  and  other  relatives 
of  our  subject  were  early  settlers  in  Eaton  Couu- 
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ty,  Mich.,  and  thither  his  mother  and  her  chil- 
dren removed  in  1850,  about  five  years  after  her 
husband's  death.  The  boyhood  of  our  subject  was 
passed  in  that  county,  where  he  attended  the  pub- 
Uc  schools  and  a  neighboring  academy.  The  war 
coming  on,  his  education  was  interrupted,  but  on 
his  return  from  the  service  he  attended  scliool  for 
a  time.  His  first  business  venture  was  to  purchase 
an  interest  in  a  hand-rake  factory,  with  which  he 
was  connected  until  April,  1870.  At  that  time 
the  factory  and  all  its  contents  were  completely  de- 
stroyed by  fire,  and  the  young  man  lost  whatever 
he  had  put  in  the  concern.  Thus  obliged  to  make 
a  fresh  start,  he  determined  to  seek  another  field 
of  enterprise,  and,  after  looking  around,  decided 
upon  Kalkaska  County  as  his  future  home.  Sep- 
tember 19, 1871,  he  entered  a  homestead  in  Board- 
man  Township,  this  being  one  of  the  first  taken 
up  in  the  township.  Settlers  were  very  few  in  the 
vicinity,  and  Traverse  City,  twenty-two  miles  dis- 
tant, was  their  trading- point.  The  land  was  heav- 
ily covered  with  hardwood  forests,  and  the  first 
dwelling  of  Mr.  Fiagg  was  a  small  shanty  with  a 
bark  roof,  while  a  large  piece  of  the  same  material 
also  served  for  a  door.  This  cabin  was  put  up 
in  June,  1871,  and  on  the  12th  of  the  following 
November  the  proprietor  removed  his  family  to 
its  shelter.  The  prospect  was  dismal  and  discour- 
aging enough  to  the  good  wife,  who  had  always 
resided  in  a  loog-settled  country,  but  she  bravely 
made  the  best  of  her  surroundings.  For  upwards 
of  thirteen  years  Mr.  Flagg  gave  his  entire  atten- 
tion to  the  improvement  of  his  farm,  and  placed 
sixty-five  acres  under  cultivation.  He  built  a 
good  residence,  barns  and  fences,  and  at  the  time 
he  left  the  homestead,  on  Christmas  Day,  1884,  it 
bore  little  resemblance  to  what  it  had  been  when 
he  first  took  possession  of  the  place. 

In  the  fall  of  188-4  Mr.  Flagg  was  nominated  by 
the  Republican  party  to  the  offices  of  County  Clerk 
and  Register  of  Deeds.  The  faithfulness  and  ef- 
ficiency of  his  work  are  best  shown  by  his  subse- 
quent re-election  to  the  office  on  the  expiration  of 
each  term.  The  majority  which  he  received  at  the 
first  election  was  only  forty-six  votes,  and  this  has 
been  increased  at  each  re-election  until,  in  1894, 
when  elected  for  his  sixth  term,  he  had  a  majority 


of  four  hundred  and  fifty-three  votes.  He  has  on 
various  occasions  been  sent  as  a  delegate  to  con- 
ventions of  his  party. 

In  June,  1866,  Mr.  Flagg  married  Maria  L., 
daughter  of  Asa  Day,  a  farmer  of  Eaton  Count3\ 
Mrs.  Flagg  was  born  and  reared  in  that  county, 
and  by  her  marriage  became  the  mother  of  five 
children,  four  of  whom  are  living:  Arlo,  Zora, 
Lena  and  Howard.  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Flagg  are  mem- 
bers of  the  Congregational  Church  of  this  place, 
and  contribute  liberally  of  their  means  to  its  sup- 
port. Socially  Mr.  Flagg  belongs  to  the  Subordi- 
nate Lodge  and  Encampment  of  the  Independent 
Order  of  Odd  Fellows;  is  an  Ancient  Free  and  Ac- 
cepted Mason,  and  is  also  a  Knight  of  Pythias. 


B'^mfi 


(^TX  LBERT  M.  HILTON,  attorney-at-law,  re- 
/ — \  siding  in  Gaylord,  was  born  in  West 
Windsor,  Richland  County,  Ohio,  Novem- 
ber 2, 1845,  being  the  son  of  John  and  Alcy  (Dana) 
Hilton,  natives  of  New  York  and  Ohio,  respect- 
ively. His  paternal  grandfather,  Alexander  Hil- 
ton, a  native  of  New  York,  engaged  in  agricultur- 
al pursuits,  and  spent  his  entire  life  in  the  Empire 
State.  When  a  young  man  John  Hilton  emigrated 
alone  to  Ohio,  where  he  purchased  unimproved 
land  in  Richland  County.  He  married,  and  ever 
afterward  resided  in  Richland  County,  where  he 
became  the  owner  of  one  hundred  acres  of  valua- 
ble and  improved  land.  His  death  occurred  in 
1878,  at  the  age  of  seventy-three,  and  his  wife 
passed  away  two  years  later,  aged  sixty-nine  years. 
The  parental  family  consisted  of  nine  children. 
Theodore,  the  eldest,  went  to  California  in  1849, 
and  on  his  return  to  Ohio  continued  to  reside  m 
Richland  County  until  his  death.  Adaline  mar- 
ried Richard  D.  Condon,  and  resides  in  Mansfield, 
Ohio.  Mary,  Mrs.  John  A.  Coleman,  died  in  Laud- 
erdale County,  Tenn.  John  B.  died  in  Ashland 
County,  Ohio.  George  D.  resides  at  the  Soldiers' 
Home  in  Ohio.  Harriet  L.  was  first  married  to  Dr. 
A.  C.  Day,  and  afterward  became  the  wife  of  Alex- 
ander Swinney;she  makes  her  home  in  Alta,  Ohio. 
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Cordelia  Q.,  Mrs.  John  B.  Ward,  died  in  West 
Windsor,  Ohio.  Amelia  C,  a  twin  of  Cordelia's, 
married  Melvin  H.  Osburn,  and  died  in  Ohio. 

The  youngest  of  the  family  is  the  subject  of  this 
sketch.  He  was  reared  to  manhood  upon  a  farm, 
and  in  boyhood  attended  the  common  schools. 
When  a  youth  of  about  seventeen,  he  enlisted,  in 
1862,  and  was  mustered  into  service  with  Company 
E,  Thirtj^-first  Iowa  Infantry.  His  brother,  George 
D.,  was  Lieutenant,  and  later  Captain,  of  the  com- 
pany. For  more  than  a  year  he  served  with  the 
Thirty-first,  meantime  participating  in  the  battles 
of  Arkansas  Post,  Haines'  Bluff,  Jackson,  Black 
River,  the  siege  of  Vicksburg,  and  other  impor- 
tant engagements.  In  1863  he  was  discharged  on 
account  of  disability,  but  afterward  re-enlisted,  be- 
coming a  member  of  the  One  Hundred  and  Sixty- 
third  Ohio  National  Guards,  in  which  he  served 
for  five  months.  The  most  important  battle  in 
which  he  took  part  during  his  second  term  of  serv- 
ice was  that  in  front  of  Petersburg. 

After   returning    to  Ohio  from  the  army,  Mr. 
Hilton  became  agent  in  the  telegraph  office  of  the 
Atlantic  &  Great  Western  Railroad.     Two  years 
later  he  was  transferred  to  Michigan,  and  for  thirty 
days  was  telegraph  operator  at  Mason,  from  which 
place  he  went  to  Owosso,  and   was  similarly  en- 
gaged for  several  months.    For  three  years  follow- 
ing he  was  agent  and  operator  at  Kawkawlin,  after 
which  he  resigned  from  the  service  and  embarked 
in  the  mercantile  business  at  Standish,  under  the 
firm  name  of  A.  M.  Hilton  &  Co.     Some  time  was 
spent  thus,  and  then,  disposing  of  the  business,  he 
returned  to  Ohio  and  spent  one  winter.     On  com- 
ing again  to  Michigan  he  accepted  a  position  as 
telegraph  operator  at  Portsmouth,  and  later  held  a 
similar  position  at  Coleman.     On  resigning  from 
the  latter  office  he  accepted  a  position  as  agent  and 
operator  at  Otsego  Lake,  with  the  Michigan  Cen- 
tral Railroad,  remaining  in  that  position  for  three 
years.     In  the  fall  of  1878  he  was  elected  Sheriff 
of  Otsego  County,  and   served    two   consecutive 
terms.     In  1884  he   was  again   chosen  to  serve  in 
that  capacity. 

Turning  his  attention  to  the  law,  Mr.  Hilton  be- 
gan its  study  in  1884,  under  Cassius  D.  McEwen, 
and  was  admitted  to  the  Bar  July  12,  1886.    Soon 


after  he  was  elected  Prosecuting  Attorney,  which 
position  he  filled  one  term.  He  gives  his  undivid- 
ed attention  to  his  profession,  and,  being  keen,  dis- 
criminating and  energetic,  he  is  making  a  success 
of  his  occupation.  In  politics  he  favors  Republi- 
can principles,  and  upon  that  ticket  he  has  at  dif- 
ferent times  been  elected  to  positions  of  trust  and 
honor.  Fraternally  he  holds  membership  m  the 
Independent  Order  of  Odd  Fellows,  and  also  in 
Clarence  F.  Doore  Post  No.  61,  G.  A.  R.,  in  which 
he  officiates  as  Past  Commander. 

The  marriage  of  Mr.  Hilton,  in  1872,  united  him 
with  Miss  Sarah  A.  Lount,  who  was  born  in  Canada, 
and  came  to  Oakland  Count3^  Mich.,  with  her  fa- 
ther, Franklin  Lount.    Three  children  were  born  of 
this  union,  namely:  Orrin  A.,  who  died  September 
3,  1894,  aged  twenty-one  years;  Charles  Dana,  at 
home;  and  Percy,  whose  death  occurred    when   he 
was  eighteen  months  old.     Personally  Mr.  Hilton 
is  a  gentleman  of  most  generous  impulses,  whole- 
souled  and  open-hearted,  one  who  attracts  and  se- 
cures confidence  at  first  sight.    Coupled  with  these 
traits  of  character,  his  integrity  and  worth  as  a 
man   have   won  for  him  the  respect  of  the  good 
people  of   his  community.     As  an  advocate  he  is 
precise,  careful  and  astute,  and  in  the  prosecution 
or  defense  of  important  cases  is  earnest  and  keen, 
doing  nothing  in  a  hurry,  but  acting  only  after  the 
most  careful   deliberation.     He  still  cherishes  the 
true  sentiments  of  patriotism  that  led  him  in  youth 
to  leave  home  and  friends  for  the  uncertain  results 
of  a  deadly  conflict,  and   these  sentiments  impel 
him  now,  as  in   the  past,  to  do  everything  in   his 
power  to  enhance  the  welfare  of  his  country  and 
promote  the  prosperity  of  his  fellow-men. 


^^P^-t^a 


ROBERT  H.  RUSSELL  came  to  Gay  lord  in 
1888,  and  engaged  in  a  furniture  and  un- 
dertaking business, carrying  it  on  until  Sep- 
tember, 1894,  when  he  sold  out  that  branch  of  busi- 
ness, and  has  since  had  a  large  and  profitable  trade 
as  a  druggist  and  grocer.  He  was  born  in  Dela- 
ware County,  N.  Y.,  August  12,  1843,  being  a  son 
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of  James  C.  and  Eliza  Ann  (Dumond)  Russell,  na- 
tives of  the  same  county  as  himself.  The  family 
is  of  Scotch  extraction,  his  grandfather,  Matthew 
Russell,  having  been  a  native  of  the  '*land  of 
thistles,''  who  emigrated  thence  to  America,  and 
made  settlement  in  Delaware  County,  N.  Y.,  where 
he  followed  the  trade  of  a  miller.  His  death  oc- 
curred suddenly,  wiien  he  was  about  fifty  years  of 
age.  By  his  first  marriage  he  had  four  sons,  Mat- 
thew G.,  James  C,  Alex  C.  and  John  G.,  all  of 
whom  remained  in  New  York  State.  His  second 
marriage  resulted  in  the  birth  of  three  children, 
Stephen,  Roswell  B.,  and  Margaret,  who  married 
Andrew  Glindening. 

The  father  of  our  subject  spent  his  entire  life 
engaged  in  the  occupation  of  farming  in  Delaware 
County,  where  he  died  at  the  age  of  seventy-six. 
In  connection  with  agricultui-e  he  worked  occa- 
sionally at  the  trade  of  a  stone-mason,  in  which  he 
was  considered  an  expert.  His  political  views 
brought  him  into  affiliation  with  the  Democratic 
party,  but,  though  active  in  that  organization,  he 
never  sought  c^  desired  public  office.  In  religion 
he  was  a  faithful  member  of  the  Presbyterian 
Church,  to  which  his  wife  also  belonged.  They 
were  a  w^orthy  couple,  who  found  their  greatest 
happiness  in  promoting  each  other's  welfare.  In 
death  they  were  not  long  divided,  the  faithful 
wife  dying  firsthand  within  a  few  months  after  the 
husband  followed  her.  At  the  time  of  her  death 
she  was  seventj^-two  years  of  age. 

Of  the  nine  children  comprising  the  family  of 
James  C.  Russell,  w^e  note  the  following:  Rachael 
M.  married  William  Wakefield,  and  died  in  New 
York;  Matthew  T.,  a  farmer,  resides  in  Otsego 
County,  Mich.;  William  D.  is  a  mechanic  and 
farmer  of  North  Dakota;  Andrew  D.,  a  carpenter, 
resides  in  Delaware  County,  N.  Y.;  James  D.  also 
makes  his  home  in  Delaware  County;  Robert  H.  is 
the  next  in  order  of  birth;  Elizabeth  A.  is  the  wife 
of  James  Miller,  of  Delaware  County;  Margaret 
E.,  the  widow  of  Robert  Miller,  lives  in  Tuscola 
County,  Mich.;  and  John  A.  is  a  farmer  of  Dela- 
ware County. 

In  early  boyhood  our  subject  was  a  student  in 
the  Little  Brown  School  at  North  Hamden.  De- 
sirous to  obtain  better  educational  facilities,  he  en- 


tered the  Delaware  Academy  at  Delhi,  where  he 
remained  for  a  time.  In  the  fall  of  1885  he  at- 
tended the  Delaware  Literary  Institute  at  Frank- 
lin, and  later  he  learned  the  carpenter's  trade, 
which  he  followed  for  three  years  in  New  York. 
In  1868  he  came  to  Michigan,  and  for  one  season 
was  employed  as  a  carpenter  at  Unionville,  Tus- 
cola County,  returning  thence  to  New  York. 
Again  coming  West,  he  spent  three  years  working 
at  his  trade  in  Missouri,  and  in  1873  returned  to 
Unionville,  Mich. 

Learning  the  drug  business,  we  find  our  subject 
for  eight  years  engaged  in  the  profession  at  Union- 
ville. While  there  he  was  elected  Township  Clerk, 
also  acted  as  Deputy  Postmaster  for  a  short  time, 
and  was  an  influential  member  of  the  Village 
Council.  When  the  American  Express  Company 
established  a  branch  office  in  that  place,  they  se- 
lected him  to  act  as  their  agent.  In  everything 
pertaining  to  the  progress  of  the  place  he  was  act- 
ively and  warmly  interested,  and  was  numbered 
among  the  representative  citizens  of  the  town.  On 
account  of  his  wife's  failing  health,  he  brought  his 
family  to  Gay  lord  in  1888,  and  after  having  thor- 
oughly investigated  the  Upper  Peninsula,  he  re- 
turned to  this  place  with  the  belief  that  here  were 
better  opportunities  for  a  business  man  than  any 
other  place  of  similar  size  in  Northern  Michigan 
afforded. 

In  1868  Mr.  Russell  married  Elizabeth  Schlerder, 
who  was  born  in  Schoharie  County,  N.  Y.,  and 
died  in  the  same  state  in  1874.  One  child  was 
born  of  the  union,  a  daughter,  Carrie  E.,  who  is 
engaged  in  teaching  in  North  Dakota.  In  1880 
Mr.  Russell  was  united  in  marriage  with  Miss  Ella 
J.  Durfee,  a  native  of  Bay  City,  Mich.,  and  daugh- 
ter of  Harvey  W.  Durfee.  Four  children  w^ere 
born  of  this  union,  two  of  whom  are  living,  Cora 
Am  ilia  and  Elsie  May. 

In  the  councils  of  the  Democratic  party  Mr. 
Russell  has  been  prominent  for  many  years.  He 
has  been  Clerk  of  Bagley  Township,  and  is  now  its 
Treasurer.  In  the  fall  of  1890  he  was  elected 
County  Clerk,  and  served  one  term  with  great 
credit  to  himself.  At  present  he  is  the  Deputy  of 
his  successor.  He  is  interested  in  religious  enter- 
prises,  and   holds   membership  in  the  Congrega- 
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tional  Church.  In  the  Order  of  Maccabees  he  has 
been  Commander  of  Tent  No.  161  for  four  years, 
and  is  a  leader  in  that  organization. 

Summing  up  the  life  and  character  of  Mr.  Rus- 
sell, it  may  be  said  that  he  is  one  of  the  best  known 
men  in  the  county.  The  people  have  signified 
their  appreciation  of  his  worth  by  electing  him  to 
a  number  of  responsible  offices,  which  fact  suffi- 
ciently attests  his  popularity  and  qualifications. 
In  deportment  he  is  a  courteous  and  affable  gen- 
tleman, which,  united  with  industrious  habits  and 
honesty  in  business  transactions,  has  secured  for 
him  the  confidence  of  the  people  of  the  county. 


/^  HESTER  C.  MITCHELL,  one  of  Gaylord's 
^/j  pioneer  citizens,  settled  at  this  place  in 
September,  1874,  having  previously  located 
a  homestead  five  miles  from  the  present  site  of  the 
town.  For  some  time  he  followed  the  trade  of  a 
carpenter,  and  many  of  the  first  buildings  here 
were  erected  under  his  supervision.  The  county 
was  organized  in  1875,  and  he  was  appointed  by 
the  Board  of  Supervisors  the  first  Sheriff.  The 
county  seat  was  then  at  Otsego  Lake,  where  he  re- 
mained one  year,  meantime  erecting  at  that  place 
suitable  buildings  for  the  transaction  of  official 
business.  It  was  largely  through  his  influence 
that  the  county  seat  was  removed  to  Gaylord,  and 
this  action  on  his  part,  being  against  the  wishes  of 
many  property  holders  in  the  vicinity  of  Otsego 
Lake,  gained  him  their  dislike  and  secured  his  de- 
feat when  he  was  again  nominated  as  Sheriff. 

Intending  to  resume  work  at  his  trade,  Mr. 
MitchelLbuilt  a  house  in  Gaylord,  making  it  large 
enough  so  that  some  of  the  count}^  business  could 
be  transacted  in  it,  and  the  Board  of  Supervisors 
held  meetings  there  until  they  built  a  court  house. 
Instead,  however,  of  using  the  building  for  a  car- 
penter shop,  he  put  in  a  stock  of  groceries,  and 
conducted  an  increasing  and  profitable  trade  until 


December  1,  1890,  when  he  disposed  of  the  busi- 
ness. He  served  again  as  Sheriff  in  1885-86,  and 
in  the  fall  of  1892  was  elected  Register  of  Deeds. 
At  other  times  he  has  served  as  Township  Treas- 
urer, Supervisor  and  Justice  of  the  Peace.  In  the 
ranks  of  the  Democratic  party  he  is  an  active 
worker,  and  takes  a  lively  interest  in  local  politics. 

Mr.  Mitchell  was  born  in  Orleans  County,  N.  Y., 
August  15,  1826,  and  is  the  son  of  Dexter  and 
Malancy  (Kingman)  Mitchell,  natives  of  Massa- 
chusetts and  New  York,  respectively.  His  grand- 
father engaged  in  whale-fishing  in  the  Bay  State. 
Dexter  Mitchell  followed  the  trade  of  a  carpenter 
in  early  life,  but  later  engaged  in  farming.  In 
1831  he  came  to  Michigan  and  settled  at  Farming- 
ton,  Oakland  County,  improving  a  farm  in  the 
vicinity  of  that  place.  Thence  he  went  to  North- 
ville,  Wayne  County,  where  he  worked  as  a  car- 
penter for  eighteen  years.  Returning  to  Oakland 
County,  he  spent  some  ten  years  there,  and  then 
removed  to  Eaton  Count}^,  locating  near  Olivet, 
where  he  died  at  the  age  of  seventy-seven  years. 
His  wife  passed  from  earth  in  1851,  in  Lansing, 
Mich.,  where  the  family  lived  a  short  time. 

The  family  of  Dexter  Mitchell  consisted  of  five 
children,  who  attained  years  of  maturity.  Maria, 
the  eldest,  married  Asa  Whitaker,  and  died  near 
De  Witt,  Jan uaiy  11,  1895;  Dexter,  a  physician, 
died  in  Laddonia,  Mo.;  Chester  C.  w^as  the  next  in 
order  of  birth;  Julia,  widow  of  Ezra  Willis,,  lives 
in  Gaylord,  Mich.;  and  Lucy,  deceased,  was  for- 
merly the  wife  of  Jonah  Austin.  The  parents  of 
this  family  were  devoted  members  of  the  Method- 
ist Episcopal  Chuich.  After  the  death  of  his  first 
wife,  the  father  married  again,  but  had  no  chil- 
dren b}^  his  second  union. 

After  completing  the  studies  of  the  common 
schools,  our  subject  learned  the  carpenter's  trade. 
March  29,  1849,  he  married  Miss  Adaline  Hotch- 
kiss,  who  died  twenty  years  later.  Seven  children 
were  born  to  them,  of  whom  five  are  living,  name- 
ly: Elizabeth,  wife  of  Win  field  Smith,  of  St.  Jo- 
seph, Mich.;  Dexter,  of  Gaylord;  Albert,  also  of 
Gaylord;  Fred,  who  is  in  Palouse,  Wash.;  and  Ida. 
The  second  wife  of  Mr.  Mitchell  was  Mrs.  Eunice 
R.  French,  whom  he  married  April  8,  1871,  and  by 
whom  he  has  a  son,  Harry.     By  her  marriage  with 
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Milo  French  she  had  one  daughter,  Linda  V.,  who 
married  and  died,  leaving  one  child. 

The  first  marriage  of  Mr.  Mitchell  took  place  in 
Lansing,  Mich.,  where  he  afterward  followed  his 
trade,  and  among  other  buildings  assisted  in  the 
erection  of  the  first  State  House.  Later  he  worked 
in  the  emploj-  of  the  Michigan  Central  Railroad 
for  one  year,  then  settled  at  Yankee  Springs,  where 
he  engaged  in  farming,  and  also  operated  a  saw- 
mill. Three  years  were  spent  there,  and  then  he 
went  to  New^aygo,  from  there  in  1861,  to  Kent 
County,  and  ten  years  later  to  Olivet.  In  1874  he 
established  his  home  in  Otsego  County.  To  some 
extent  he  has  dealt  in  real  estate,  and  now  carries 
on  agricultural  pursuits.  In  religious  belief  he  is 
a  Congregationalist.  Interested  in  educational 
matters,  he  has  been  School  Director  for  nine  years, 
and  as  such  assisted  in  the  erection  of  the  hand- 
some public  school  building  of  Gaylord. 

During  the  progress  of  the  Civil  War,  in  De- 
cember, 1863,  Mr.  Mitchell  became  a  member  of 
Company  B,  First  Michigan  Engineers,  with  whom 
he  served  until  September,  1865.  He  joined  the 
regiment  at  Chattanooga,  and  from  there  accom- 
panied Sherman  in  the  memorable  march  to  the 
sea.  When  peace  was  declared,  he  went  to  Wash- 
ington, D.  C,  and  took  part  in  the  Grand  Review. 
He  takes  an  active  interest  in  Grand  Army  affairs, 
and  is  a  member  of  C.  F.  Doore  Post,  of  Gay- 
lord. 


£^iG= 


r^  EORGE  J.  CUMMINS  has  the  honor  of 
LjJJf  being  the  oldest  member  of  the  Clare 
County  Bar  in  point  of  years  of  practice. 
Since  1885  he  has  been  an  inhabitant  of  Harrison, 
and  for  over  six  years  was  a  member  of  the  law  firm 
of  Browne  &  Cummins.  Since  1892  he  has  been  en- 
gaged in  practice  alone.  He  is  a  local  leader  among 
the  Republicans,  is  active  in  campaign  work,  and 
has  sometimes  served  as  a  delegate  to  conventions. 
Besides  holding  minor  offices  he  was  Prosecuting 
Attorney  of  Clare  County  for  one  term  and  was 


highly  commended  by  his  constituency  for  his  fi- 
delity to  their  interests. 

The  paternal  grandfather  of  our  Bubject,  George 
Cummins,  was  a  native  of  New  Jersey.  During  his 
active  years  he  was  a  ministel'  in  the  Methodist 
Church.  He  also  owned  a  distillery,  which  fact  in 
no  wise  interfered  with  his  iufiuence  for  good  in 
those  days,  for  it  was  a  matter  of  very  com- 
mon occurrence,  and  no  outcry  had  been  made 
against  the  liquor  traffic.  His  death  occurred  at 
the  age  of  fifty  years.  Of  liis  five  or  six  children, 
oqr  subject's  father,  Opdyke  H.,  was  probably  the 
youngest.  He  was  a  farmer  by  occupation  and 
came  to  Michigan  in  1864,  settling  on  a  homestead 
in  Oakland  County.  From  1870  to  1881  he  re- 
sided at  Ann  Arbor,  that  his  children  might  obtain 
better  school  advantages.  While  there  he  was  in 
the  marble  business  for  a  time.  In  1881  he  returned 
to  his  farm  in  Oakland  Count}^  and  in  1894,  with 
his  wife,  went  to  New  Jersey,  where  he  now  resides. 
The  latter,  a  native  of  that  state,  was  in  her  girl- 
hood Miss  Ellen  D.  Axford. 

In  his  early  manhood,  Opdyke  H.  Cummins  was 
a  Whig  and  when  the  Republican  party  was  organ- 
ized joined  its  ranks.  He  steadfastly  refused  pub- 
lic office,  but  took  an  active  part  in  whatever  con- 
cerned the  public  good.  Religiously  he  ha?  been 
a  member  of  the  Methodist  Episcopal  Church  for 
many  years  and  leads  an  earnest  Christian  life.  In 
the  Odd  Fellows'  society  near  his  old  Michigan 
home  he  was  a  leading  member.  To  himself  and 
wife  were  born  six  children.  Rebecca,  who  died 
at  Rochester,  Mich.,  was  the  wife  of  George  Flum- 
merfelt;  Mary  is  the  wife  of  Wesley  Main,  of  New 
Stillwater,  N.  J.;  Susan  is  the  wife  of  Raus  Cooper, 
of  Oquawka,  111.;  Leona  is  Mrs.  Edgar  J.  Wiley, 
of  Sault  Ste.  Marie,  Mich.;  AUie  is  the  wife  of  Her- 
man Osthause,  of  Scran  ton,  Pa.;  and  George  J.  is 
the  only  son. 

Born  in  Vienna,  Warren  County,  N.  J.,  Novem- 
ber 4, 1853,  George  J.  Cummins  was  a  lad  of  eleven 
years  when  he  left  his  native  state  and  settled  in 
Oakland  County,  Mich.  Six  years  later  he  went 
to  Ann  Arbor  and  attended  the  University  of  Mich- 
igan, having  graduated  from  the  la^  department 
in  the  Class  of  '75.  For  over  a  year  he  was  in 
the  office  of  Judge  E.D.  Kinne,  of  Ann  Arbor,  and 
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then  came  to  this  county,  banging  out  his  shingle 
in  Farwell,  where  he  remained  until  1885.  Since 
coming  to  this  place  he  lias  devoted  all  of  his  en- 
ergies to  building  up  a  good  practice  and  has  been 
prospered  in  his  efforts.  He  is  a  Mason  of  the 
Royal  Arch  degree,  and  is  a  member  of  the  Uni- 
formed Ranks  of  the  Knights  of  Pythias. 

In  1884,  Mr.  Cummins  married  Mrs.  Celia  E. 
May,  nee  Amsden,  who  had  one  son,  Leo,  by  her 
previous  union.  She  was  born  in  Clyde,  N.  Y., 
removed  to  Jackson  County,  Mich.,  with  her  fam- 
ily, and  at  the  time  of  her  marriage  with  Mr.  Cum- 
mins was  making  her  home  at  Reed  Citj^  Mich. 
She  presides  over  her  home  with  grace  and  hearty 
hospitality,  and  makes  friends  of  all  with  whom 
she  comes  in  contact. 


^♦♦♦♦'1, 
^♦{♦♦♦J**^*'^ 


/'^^EORGE  LORENZO  HITCHCOCK,  who 
^^^^  died  March  18,  1889,  at  Farwell,  was  one 
of  her  most  honored  citizens.  He  was  the 
first  permanent  settler  to  build  a  house  here.  With 
his  wife  and  family  he  came  to  this  point  in  Janu- 
ary, 1871,  on  the  first  passenger  train  stopping 
here,  and  on  the  14th  of  the  same  month  they  em- 
barked in  housekeeping  in  a  log  house.  In  the 
spring  of  1871  he  platted  the  village,  and  from 
that  time  onward  he  was  foremost  in  whatever  in- 
dustries or  local  improvements  were  set  on  foot. 
In  1877  he  built  the  Farwell  Mills,  and  became 
manager  of  the  business.  He  also  built  the  first 
sawmill  in  this  locality.  Going  into  the  timber- 
land,  he  picked  out  the  wood  to  be  used  in  the 
construction  of  his  home. 

James  Hitchcock,  the  father  of  G.  L.,  was  a  na- 
tive of  New  England,  but  in  1828  removed  with 
his  family  to  Columbia,  Tenn.,  where  he  died,  leav- 
ing three  children,  of  whom  our  subject  was  the 
eldest.  Nancy  E.,  the  only  daughter,  is  now  Mrs. 
Chapman,  a  resident  of  Huntington,  Ohio.  The 
youngest,  John  S.,  is  now  living  in  Manhattan, 
Kan.      The    family   were  left  in  very  straitened 


circumstances.  As  the  mother  had  near  relatives 
in  Ohio,  she  removed  with  her  children  to  Lorain 
County  in  1834.  She  bore  the  maiden  name  of 
Lorinda  Foot,  and,  like  her  husband,  was  a  native 
of  New  England. 

The  birth  of  George  L.  Hitchcock  occurred  in 
Watertown,  Conn.,  January  28,  1825.  He  was 
only  three  years  old  when  taken  to  Tennessee,  and 
was  nine  years  old  when  his  family  removed  to 
Ohio.  He  was  early  obliged  to  go  out  in  the 
world  and  make  his  own  living.  He  earned  his 
first  $15  by  working  for  five  months  at  13  per 
month,  at  an  employment  which  was  very  distaste- 
ful to  him.  He  learned  the  carpenter's  trade,  and 
when  only  in  his  eighteenth  year  planed  the  lum- 
ber and  built  a  house  therewith  at  Huntington, 
Ohio.  Though  his  educational  privileges  were 
meager,  he  made  the  most  of  his  opportunities, and 
attended  Oberlin  College  to  some  extent. 

Mr.  Hitchcock  became  interested  in  railroading 
about  1849,  and  was  engineer  on  the  Baltimore  <k 
Ohio  Road  for  two  years.  As  he  did  not  believe 
in  working  on  Sunday,  he  left  that  company  and 
took  a  position  on  the  Cleveland,  Columbus  & 
Cincinnati  Railroad.  He  had  charge  of  the  con- 
struction train  which  built  the  Cleveland,  Nor- 
walk  (fe  Toledo  Railroad,  and  in  recognition  of  his 
ability  he  was  made  engineer  on  the  first  train 
which  went  between  Cleveland  and  Toledo,  and 
was  presented  with  a  Bible  by  the  citizens  of 
Oberlin,  Ohio,  on  that  occasion. 

In  1857  Mr.  Hitchcock  first  came  to  Michigan, 
and,  in  company  with  his  brother,  ran  a  drug  and 
book  store  at  Owosso  for  eleven  years.  In  1868 
he  went  to  Isabella  County,  and  three  years  later, 
with  his  family,  came  to  Farwell,  as  previously 
stated.  In  1851  he  had  married  Martha,  daughter 
of  Edmund  F.  and  Martha  (Smith)  Hall,  who  with 
her  family  removed  to  the  territory  of  Michigan 
in  1833.  She  was  born  in  Waterloo,  N.  Y.,  Au- 
gust 25,  1826,  and  was  married  in  Wayne  County, 
Mich.,  May  21,  1851.  A  Republican  in  politics, 
Mr.  Hitchcock  was  the  first  Treasurer  of  Clare 
County,  and  served  as  such  for  two  terms,  besides 
holding  many  local,  yet  more  or  less  important, 
public  positions.  He  was  an  enthusiastic  worker 
in  the  temperance  cause,  and  from   1847  until  the 
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end  of  his  life  was  a  member  of  temperance  socie- 
ties. In  character  he  was  generous  and  strictly 
honorable  in  ail  his  dealings,  and  though  an  enter- 
prising and  shrewd  business  man,  never  overstepped 
the  limits  of  right  and  justice.  He  was  always 
regular  in  his  attendance  at  the  services  of  the 
Congregational  Church,  of  which  he  was  one  of 
the  organizers,  and  rarely  failed  to  be  present  dur- 
ing the  sessions  of  the  Sunday-school  and  at  the 
prayer-meetings. 


T7>  nWIN  G.  JOHNSON,  ex-County  Clerk 
r^^  and  Commissioner  of  Schools  of  Lake 
County,  was  born  in  Rochester,  N.  Y., 
April  17,  1854,  being  a  son  of  Samuel  P.  and  Hen- 
rietta (Mapes)  Johnson,  also  natives  of  New  York 
State.  The  family  removed  to  Michigan  about 
1862,  and  settled  at  Holland,  Ottawa  County, 
where  the  father  was  proprietor  of  a  hotel.  From 
there  he  removed  to  Saugaluck,  and  later  went  to 
South  Haven,  where  he  engaged  in  the  mercantile 
business.  Later  he  kept  a  hotel  at  Allegan.  In 
1870  he  embarked  in  the  grocery  business  at  Reed 
City,  and  there  his  death  occurred  m  1874,  when 
forty -seven  years  of  age.  His  trade  was  that  of  a 
baker,  which,  however,  he  did  not  long  follow. 
His  wife  died  at  Holland,  February  22,  1895. 

Of  the  family  we  note  the  following:  William 
Henry  was  drowned  at  the  age  of  nine  years;  Ed- 
win G.  and  Eva  G.  are  twins,  and  the  latter  is  the 
wife  of  M.  S.  Marshall,  of  Holland,  Mich.;  Frank 
is  a  merchant  tailor  of  Los  Angeles,  Cal.;  and 
Clara  Louise  is  the  wife  of  John  C.  Waterman,  of 
Grand  Rapids.  The  father  of  these  children  was, 
socially,  connected  with  the  Independent  Order  of 
Odd  Fellows  for  many  years,  in  the  work  of  which 
he  took  great  interest,  and  of  which  he  was  an 
oflicer. 

In  Hope  College,  Holland,  our  subject  completed 
his  education,  graduating  at  the  age  of  eighteen 
years.     He  began   to  teach   school  when  sixteen, 


and  after  completing  his  studies  followed  the 
teacher's  profession  for  twelve  years,  being  thus 
engaged  in  Maple  Valley,  Lake  View,  and  for  six 
years  at  Fillmore.  Failing  health  forced  him  to 
abandon  school  work  and  seek  an  occupation  less 
confining.  He  turned  his  attention  to  the  lumber 
business,  entering  the  em  pi  03^  of  the  firm  of  Wil- 
son, Luther  &  Wilson,  at  Luther,  Mich.,  with  whom 
he  remained  for  three  years.  He  then  purchased  a 
drug  store  at  this  place,  and  conducted  a  profita- 
ble trade  for  two  years. 

The  public  career  of  Mr.  Johnson  began  in  1886, 
when  he  was  elected  County  Clerk,  and  this  posi- 
tion he  held  until  January  1,  1895.  During  this 
time  he  has  also  been  twice  chosen  Commissioner 
of  Schools,  and  once  held  the  office  by  appoint- 
ment. For  twelve  years  he  has  been  a  member  of 
the  Count}^  Board  of  Education,  of  which  he  was 
Secretary  and  Examiner  for  six  years.  He  has 
often  been  called  upon  to  serve  in  other  local 
positions  of  trust.  His  popularity  is  evinced  by 
the  fact  that,  though  he  is  a  Democrat,  and  the 
county  has  alwaj^s  given  a  large  Republican  party, 
he  has  never  been  defeated  for  office,  but  has  se- 
cured the  support  both  of  his  own  and  many  of 
the  opposite  party.  He  has  served  as  a  delegate 
to  the  various  political  conventions  of  county,  dis- 
trict and  state. 

February  14,  1873,  Mr.  Johnson  married  Miss 
Cora  R.,  daughter  of  Thomas  S.  and  Charlotte 
(Herrick)  Purdy.  Her  parents  w^ere  born,  reared 
and  married  in  New  York,  and  removed  thence  to 
Michigan.  In  the  Empire  State  he  was  engaged 
as  traveling  salesman,  but  after  coming  West  he 
gave  his  attention  to  fruit  culture.  Mrs.  Johnson 
was  born  near  Albion,  N.  Y.,  June  24,  1854,  and 
by  her  marriage  has  had  three  children,  Eva  Belle, 
Frank  M.  and  Vernon  G.  The  daughter  is  a  young 
lady  of  rare  musical  talent,  and  is  entitled  to  more 
than  a  passing  notice.  She  was  born  in  1874,  and 
when  placed  in  the  scales  tipped  the  beam  at  only 
one  and  one-half  pounds,  and  now,  at  the  age  of 
twenty,  weighs  only  eighty-six.  When  four  years 
old  she  sang  in  the  church  choir,  and  her  voice 
could  be  heard  quite  plainly  through  the  building. 
It  soon  became  evident  that  she  possessed  a  voice 
of  wonderful  promise,  and  she  was  therefore  givei^ 
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the  best  advantages  for  its  culture,  for  some  time 
taking  lessons  from  a  private  tutor  at  Grand 
Rapids.  During  the  past  two  years  she  has  occu- 
pied the  position  of  first  soprano  in  the  choir  of 
St.  Mai'k's  Episcopal  Church  at  Grand  Rapids,  to 
which  city  she  goes  from  her  home  in  Luther  each 
week  to  fill  the  engagement.  Her  voice  is  consid- 
ered by  competent  judges  second  to  none  in  the 
state,  and  as  her  parents  intend  to  give  her  the 
best  advantages  afforded  in  this  country  and  Eu- 
rope, she  undoubtedly  has  a  brilliant  future  before 
her. 

Socially  Mr.  Johnson  is  prominently  connected 
with  the  Independent  Order  of  Odd  Fellows,  into 
which  he  was  initiated  at  Lake  View  Lodge  No. 
294.  lie  was  one  of  the  charter  members  of  Cres- 
cent Encampment  No.  69,  which  he  represented  in 
the  Grand  Encampment.  He  served  as  Grand  In- 
side Sentinel,  in  1890  was  chosen  Grand  Junior 
Warden,  the  following  year  became  Grand  High 
Priest,  and  in  1892  was  chosen  Grand  Patriarch. 
In  1893  he  was  chosen  representative  to  the  Sov- 
ereign Grand  Lodge.  For  many  years  he  has  been 
Secretary  of  the  lodge.  He  is  also  identified  with 
the  Order  of  Maccabees.  In  religious  belief  he  and 
his  wife  hold  to  the  doctrine^  of  the  Methodist 
Episcopal  Church,  and  for  many  years  he  has  been 
chorister  in  the  various  places  of  his  abode.  Both 
as  a  private  citizen  and  as  a  public  official,  he  has 
been  true  to  himself  and  his  friends,  and  his 
honorable,  upright  and  manly  course  of  action 
throughout  life  has  brought  him  the  esteem  and 
confidence  of  his  associates. 


Lb> 


Hj 


1,^^ 


X^  ILBERT  W.  SMITH.  Broad-minded  and 
L  T  intelligent  men,  who  can  take  a  just  view 
of  the  possibilities  of  their  section  of  coun- 
try, and  who  are  intelligent  enough  to  work  from 
the  outset  for  those  principles  which  will  tend  to 
tb^  ultimate  prosperity  of  the  state^  are  of  ^reat 


value  in  any  community.  Such  a  one  is  the  sub- 
ject of  this  notice,  an  influential  citizen  of  Ga}''- 
lord.  who  embarked  in  the  furniture  and  under- 
taking business  at  this  place  in  July,  1880,  and  is 
therefore,  m  point  of  years  of  active  business,  the 
oldest  furniture  dealer  in  Otsego  County. 

In  Orleans  County,  N.  Y.,  August  25,  1844,  was 
born  Gilbert  W.,  son  of  Petey  L.  and  Cornelia  A. 
(Embree)  Smith,  natives  of  eastern  New  York. 
His  grandfather,  Andrew  Smith,  was  born  m  Ger- 
many, but  emigrated  thence  to  the  United  States 
in  early  life,  and  after  his  marriage  settled  near 
Tro}^  N.  Y.,  where  he  engaged  in  farming  pur- 
suits. For  some  years  he  met  with  considerable 
success,  acquiring  valuable  property,  but  afterward 
reverses  came,  leaving  him  in  his  old  age  witli  lit- 
tle of  this  world's  goods.  He  died  at  the  age  of 
about  sixty-five  years,  and  was  for  many  years 
survived  by  his  wife,  who  passed  away  at  the  age 
of  ninety-eight. 

Among  the  nine  children  of  this  couple  was 
Peter  L.,  who  was  born  in  1810,  grew  to  manhood 
beneath  the  parental  roof,  and  learned  the  trade 
of  a  carriage-maker,  which  he  followed  more  or 
less  through  his  entire  life.  He  was  an  expert 
spring-maker,  and  was  frequently  called  West  for 
the  purpose  of  making  springs  for  stage  coaches. 
P'rom  the  eastern  part  of  New  York  he  removed  to 
Orleans  County  and  settled  at  West  Kendall, 
where  his  death  occurred  at  the  age  of  sixty-seven. 
His  wife,  who  was  a  devoted  member  of  the  Pres- 
byterian Church,  and  a  woman  of  noble  character, 
died  some  time  prior  to  his  demise,  being  then 
sixty  3^ears  of  age.  In  political  belief  he  was  a 
Whig,  and  uniformly  supported  the  tenets  of  that 
party. 

There  were  nine  children  in  the  parental  family, 
namely:  Armenta,  who  resides  in  Orleans  County; 
Embree,  whose  home  is  also  in  that  county;  Nel- 
son, an  oil  dealer  of  Franklin,  Pa.;  Gilbert  W.; 
Charles  H.,  of  Orleans  Countj^;  Euretta,  who  died 
at  the  age  of  fifteen  years;  Steuben  living  in  Or- 
leans County;  Jeannette,  who  died  at  the  age  of 
eight  years;  and  George  A.  Armenta,  Charles, 
Steuben  and  George  are  unmarried  and  reside  to- 
gether in  Orleans  Count3\ 

In  bis  youthful  years  our  subject  learned  %]x^ 
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trade  of  a  carriage-ironer  in  Orleans  County. 
When  about  eighteen  3'ears  of  age,  in  August, 
1862,  he  was  mustered  in  with  Company  G,  Twen- 
ty-third Michigan  Infantry,  he  having  come  to 
Michigan  for  the  purpose  cf  enlisting  in  the  serv- 
ice. His  regiment  was  assigned  to  the  Army  of 
the  Cumberland,  and  served  for  three  years,  par- 
ticipating in  the  battles  of  Resaca  (where  he  was 
wounded  in  the  face),  Altoona,  Snake  Creek,  Town 
Creek  and  the  Atlanta  campaign.  He  was  dis- 
charged at  the  close  of  the  war  as  u  non-commis- 
sioned officer. 

After  the  close  of  the  war  Mr.  Smith  went  to 
Pennsylvania,  where  for  seven  years  he  was  en- 
gaged as  a  dealer  in  oil,  and  also  did  some  work  in 
the  way  of  sinking  wells.  From  there  he  came  to 
Michigan  and  spent  one  year  in  Constantine; 
thence  he  went  to  De  Witt,  and  from  the  latter  place 
came  to  Gay  lord,  where  he  has  since  resided.  In 
the  fall  of  1880  he  married  Miss  Lizzie  F.  Hutch- 
ins,  a  native  of  Michigan,  and  they  are  the  parents 
of  two  children,  Clifton  and  Leon  C.  The  family 
occupies  a  neat  residence  in  Gay  lord,  and  in  addi- 
tion to  this  property  Mr.  Smith  owns  a  farm  near 
the  city. 

Mr.  Smith  takes  a  lively  interest  in  political 
matters,  and  his  convictions  have  led  him  to  ally 
himself  with  the  Democratic  party.  He  is  as  de- 
voted to  the  Old  Flag,  and  as  loyal  to  the  Govern- 
ment, now  as  when  he  periled  his  life  to  secure  the 
preservation  of  the  Union.  While  a  resident  of 
De  Witt,  he  filled  the  office  of  Township  Clerk, 
and  since  coming  to  Gay  lord  he  has  been  Presi- 
dent of  the  Village  Board.  Fraternally  he  is  a 
Knight-Templar  Mason,  and  for  four  years  was 
High  Priest  of  Gaylord  Chapter  No.  119,  R.  A.  M. 

The  prosperity  which  Mr.  Smith  enjoys  is 
worthy  of  especial  note,  when  we  consider  the  fact 
that  from  childhood  he  has  worked  his  way  un- 
aided in  the  world.  He  began  to  work  for  himself 
at  the  age  of  eight  years,  and  since  sixteen  has 
been  wholly  dependent  upon  his  own  resources. 
The  main  elements  that  have  entered  into  his  suc- 
cess are  untiring  energy  and  industry.  His  char- 
acter has  never  been  tarnished  by  any  acts  of  dis- 
honesty, and  he  bears  the  reputation  of  being  a 
roan  of  the  utmost  probity.     True  to  his  convic- 


tions of  right  and  wrong,  he  has  lived  so  that  the 
confidence  of  the  community  is  accorded  him,  and 
has  won  the  good- will  of  his  numerous  acquaint- 
ances. 


^mci 


r~y  APT.  WILLIAM  NUNGESSER,  the  pres- 
\^y  en t  Sheriff  of  Manistee  County.  Whatever 
the  natural  resources  of  a  country,  or  its 
business  facilities,  its  history  must  nevertheless 
depend  upon  the  men  who  reside  there,  and  who 
by  their  energy  and  ability  have  added  to  the 
wealth  and  promoted  the  prosperity  of  that  local- 
ity. The  subject  of  this  sketch  figures  prominently 
among  such  men,  the  seat  of  his  labors  being  the 
city  of  Manistee,  where  he  conducts  a  large  busi- 
ness as  a  dealer  in  general  furniture,  also  as  un- 
dertaker and  funeral  director,  at  No.  421  River 
Street.  In  addition  to  the  management  of  this 
business,  he  is  also  filling  the  responsible  position 
of  Sheriff  of  Manistee  County. 

In  Hesse-Darmstadt,  Germany,  the  subject  of  this 
notice  was  born  October  8,  1837,  being  the  son  of 
William  and  Margaret  Nungesser.  In  childhood 
he  accompanied  his  parents  to  the  United  States, 
and  settled  on  a  farm  in  Washington  County, 
Wis.,  where  he  grew  to  manhood.  At  Madison, 
Wis.,  in  1861,  he  enlisted  as  a  member  of  Company 
D,  Twelfth  Wisconsin  Infantry,  Col.  George  E. 
Bryan  commanding.  His  regiment  was  assigned 
to  the  Seventeenth  Corps,  Army  of  the  Tennessee, 
under  General  McPherson.  Enlisting  as  a  private, 
he  was  promoted  to  be  Sergeant,  then  became 
Orderlj'-Sergeant,  later  was  made  First  Lieuten- 
ant, and  finally  became  Captain  of  Company  D, 
being  promoted  to  the  last-named  position  in  De- 
cember, 1863,  as  the  successor  of  Captain  Price, 
who  was  made  Major. 

As  Lieutenant,  our  subject  had  charge  of  the 
company  around  Atlanta  and  at  Rome,  Ga.  After 
he  was  promoted  to  be  Captain,  he  led  his  company 
until  the  close  of  the  war,  taking  part  in  all  the 
engagements  with  Sherman's  army  in  the  march  to 
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the  sea.  While  engaged  with  Johnston  in  North 
Carolina,  bis  command  learned  of  Lee's  surrender, 
and  immediately  marched  on  to  Washington,  where 
they  took  part  in  the  Grand  Review.  Several 
times  during  his  service  the  Captain  was  in  very 
close  quarters,  but  never  surrendered.  He  was  un- 
injured, with  the  exception  of  two  shght  wounds. 
At  Vicksburg,  and  at  Atlanta  on  the  day  that 
General  McPherson,  the  commander  of  the  corps, 
was  killed,  Company  D  stood  in  the  thickest  of 
the  fight  and  was  conspicuous  for  its  valor.  Two 
hundred  and  sixty-five  men  had  enlisted  at  the 
opening  of  the  war  as  members  of  the  company, 
but  only  eighty  were  mustered  out  at  its  close. 

On  the  return  of  peace,  the  Captain  resumed 
farm  work  in  Wisconsin,  and  continued  thus  en- 
gaged until  1869,  when  he  came  to  Manistee. 
Here,  in  partnership  with  his  brother  George,  he 
opened  a  general  mercantile  store,  which  he  con- 
tinued until  a  disastrous  fire  in  1871  caused  the 
loss  of  store  and  residence,  together  with  the  large 
stock  carried  in  the  former.  Obliged  to  again  be- 
gin the  battle  of  life  at  the  bottom  of  the  ladder, 
he  began  as  a  laborer,  working  by  the  day  in  order 
that  he  might  gain  a  livelihood  for  his  wife  and 
three  little  children.  For  three  years  he  was  oc- 
cupied as  a  teamster,  and,  saving  his  earnings,  was 
then  enabled  to  enter  the  furniture  business  as  a 
member  of  the  firm  of  Lucas  &  Nungesser.  His 
connection  with  Jacob  Lucas  continued  for  ten 
years,  after  which  he  sold  out  to  his  partner  and 
opened  up  another  store.  He  has  had  a  large  trade 
and  has  given  to  his  business  the  closest  attention 
and  most  painstaking  care. 

Though  interested  in  public  affairs.  Captain 
Nungesser  has  never  sought  office.  His  is  a  case 
where  the  office  sought  the  man.  For  two  years 
he  served  as  Alderman,  for  one  term  as  City  Treas- 
urer, and  is  now  filling  the  position  of  Supervisor 
for  the  Second  Ward.  In  1894  he  was  elected 
Sheriff,  which  position  he  has  since  filled  with 
marked  etficiency  and  to  the  satisfaction  of  the 
people,  being  the  candidate  of  the  Republican 
party.  For  four  years  he  was  a  member  of  the 
School  Board,  and  during  that  time  was  Chairman 
of  the  Building  Committee  when  the  Central, 
Union  and  other  schoolhouses  were  built.     Social- 


ly he  is  identified  with  the  Grand  Army  of  the 
Republic,  the  Independent  Order  of  Odd  Fellows, 
and  the  Ancient  Order  of  United  Workmen,  hav- 
ing been  Financial  Secretary  of  the  latter  organi- 
zation for  four  years. 

January  22,  1866,  Captain  Nungesser  married 
Miss  Amelia  Feldschneider,  of  Jefferson  County, 
Wis.  They  have  had  four  children,  namely:  J. 
George,  of  Chicago;  Mary,  wife  of  George  Austin, 
of  Manistee;  Minnie,  who  died  February  22,  1893, 
aged  twenty-two;  and  Charles,  who  is  assistant  to 
his  father.  The  family  is  identified  with  the 
Methodist  Episcopal  Church,  in  which  the  Captain 
is  a  Trustee,  and  also  Treasurer  of  the  Official 
Board. 


T7>  PHRAIM  B.  EVANS,  M.  D.,  of  Farwell,  is 
r^O  one  of  the  most  successful  physicians  of 
Clare  County.  He  came  to  this  place  in 
April,  1873,  and  is  thus  one  of  the  pioneer  physi- 
cians of  this  section.  He  conducts  an  exceedingly 
large  practice  and  is  considered  by  all  to  be  one 
of  the  most  eminent  medical  men  of  this  portion 
of  the  state. 

A  native  of  Ohio,  our  subject  was  born  in 
Huntsburg,  Geauga  County,  April  24,  1848,  and  is 
the  son  of  Adin  C.  and  Abigail  L.  (Strong)  Evans, 
natives,  respectively,  of  New  York  and  Massachu- 
setts. Grandfather  Andrew  Evans  was  also  a  na- 
tive of  the  Empire  State,  whence  he  removed  to 
Ohio  in  an  earlj-  day,  making  his  first  home  near 
Columbus.  Later,  however,  he  took  up  his  abode 
in  Geauga  County,  and  there  died  when  in  the 
seventy-eighth  3^ear  of  his  age.  He  was  a  shoe- 
maker by  trade,  and  to  this  added  the  occupation 
of  a  farmer.  He  became  the  head  of  a  large  fam- 
ily, of  whom  Adin  C.  was  the  eldest.  The  latter 
was  born  February  12,  1819,  and  was  the  only  son 
in  the  family  at  the  time  of  the  removal  to  Ohio. 
Being  the  eldest,  he  was  compelled  to  assist  his  fa- 
ther in  his  various  enterprises,  and  worked  hard 
in  order  to  improve  the  soil  of  their  new  farm. 
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When  reaching  mature  years  and  starting  out  for 
himself,  he  chose  the  life  of  a  farmer,  and  is  now 
the  proprietor  of  five  hundred  acres  of  as  valuable 
land  as  can  be  found  in  Geauga  County,  Ohio. 

Tlie  mother  of  our  subject  was  the  daughter  of 
Asahel  Strong,  a  native  of  Northampton,  Mass., 
and  descended  from  the  Strong  who  aided  in 
founding  the  Plymouth  Rock  settlement.  Her 
father,  with  tluee  of  his  brothers,  emis^rated  to 
Geauga  Countj^  Ohio,  locating  there  at  a  time 
when  the  country  was  little  more  than  a  wilder- 
ness and  the  dwellings  of  the  pioneers  were  few 
and  far  between.  Mrs.  Abigail  Evans  died  in  No- 
vember, 1889,  aged  sixty-eight  years.  She  became 
the  mother  of  three  children,  of  whom  Clara  is  now 
the  wife  of  Horace  Carruthers,  of  Geauga  County. 
Asahel  died  at  the  age  of  twenty-one  years.  The 
father  of  this  family-  was  a  Republican  in  politics 
after  the  formation  of  the  party,  and  was  an  offi- 
cial member  of  the  Congregational  Church. 

Ephraim  B.  Evans  obtained  his  first  schooling 
while  residing  on  his  father's  farm  m  Huntsville 
Township,  Geauga  County.  After  completing  the 
line  of  study  taught  in  the  rude  log  schoolhouse 
he  entered  the  Normal  Institute  at  Orwell,  Ohio. 
He  made  the  journey  to  this  state  in  the  fall  of 
1870,  and  began  reading  medicine  with  Asahel  B. 
Strong,  M.  D.,  his  uncle,  wlio  was  then  living  at 
Reading,  Hillsdale  Count3^  After  receiving  in- 
struction under  this  able  physician  for  some  time, 
he  entered  the  Michigan  University  and  was  grad- 
uated from  the  medical  department  in  the  Class 
of  '73. 

When  looking  around  for  a  suitable  location, 
Dr.  Evans  came  to  Far  well,  arriving  here  with 
only  $10  in  money,  and  this  he  was  compelled  to 
part  with,  as  the  proprietor  of  the  hotel  demanded 
two  weeks'  pay  in  advance.  This  now  flourishing 
place  contained  but  one  street,  two  blocks  in  length, 
over  which  were  strewn  the  stumps  which  had  just 
been  grubbed  up  but  not  removed.  Dr.  Evans  at 
once  found  business,  applied  himself  very  closely 
to  his  professional  duties,  and  in  time  became 
widelj'  known  for  his  success  and  skill,  and  the 
people  place  great  reliance  upon  him. 

Dr.  Evans  married,  December  25,  1879,  Miss 
H?tttio  h",  daughter  of  Nelson  Munsell,     She  was 


born  in  Geauga  County,  Ohio,  and  by  her  union 
with  our  subject  has  become  the  mother  of  four 
children,  Clyde  N.  (deceased),  Lyle  A.,  Rolla  A. 
and  Paul  A.  The  progressive  public  spirit  of  the 
Doctor  has  placed  him  among  the  foremost  who 
have  sought  to  promote  the  growth  and  enhance 
the  general  welfare  of  Far  well,  and  his  name  is 
inseparably  connected  with  the  advancement  of 
various  enterprises  calculated  to  improve  this  place 
in  particular  and  Clare  County  in  general.  In 
politics  he  is  a  stanch  supporter  of  the  Republican 
part}^,  and  takes  great  interest  in  its  success.  For 
fifteen  years  he  was  Supervisor  of  the  Poor,  and 
since  1875  has  been  the  United  States  Examin- 
ing Surgeon.  On  one  occasion  be  was  candidate 
for  the  office  of  Register  of  Deeds  of  Clare  County, 
but  the  vote  resulted  in  a  tie.  He  was  a  member 
of  the  State  Board  of  Charities.for  many  years,  and 
in  many  ways  has  served  his  fellow- townsmen  in 
important  positions.  Socially  he  is  a  member  of 
Corning  Lodge  No.  335,  A.  F.  &  A.  M.,  and  was 
the  first  candidate  installed  in  this  lodge,  which  he 
has  served  as  Secretary  since  1878.  He  is  also  a 
member  of  Pleasant  Chapter  No.  Ill,  R.  A.  M.,  in 
which  order  he  takes  an  active  part.  He  has  a 
strong  hold  on  the  affections  of  his  fellow-towns- 
men, and  of  the  many  to  whose  ailments  he  has 
administered,  and  he  has  formed  many  true  and 
lasting  friendships. 


TT^  LMER   E.   BLAKESLEE,   attorney-at-law, 

r^  Cy  began  the  practice  of  his  profession  at  Lu- 
ther in  April,  1886,  and  has  since  resided 
in  this  village,  where  he  is  well  and  favorably 
known  as  an  able  lawyer  and  progressive  citizen. 
He  is  a  native  of  Michigan,  and  was  born  near 
Pontiac,  Oakland  County,  March  31,  1854.  His 
ancestors  for  several  generations  resided  in  New 
York  State,  where  his  grandfather,  Scriba  Blakes- 
iee,  was  born  and  reared.  The  latter,  after  his 
mmTiage  to  Thp-nkful  Caswell,  game  to  Michigan, 
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about  1826,  and  settled  on  property  near  Birming- 
ham, where  he  cleared  and  improved  a  farm  and 
operated  a  sawmill.  There  he  continued  to  reside 
until  death. 

In  Grandfather  Blakeslee's  family  there  were  but 
two  sons  who  attained  mature  years.  These  were 
Eli  and  George.  The  latter,  who  died  in  July, 
1892,  was  for  man}'  years  a  contractor  and  builder, 
besides  which  he  engaged  in  merchandising.  In 
1890  he  put  in  the  water-works  at  Birmingham. 
Eli  Blakeslee  was  born  in  Oakland  County,  Mich., 
in  June,  1831,  and  followed  the  trade  of  a  carpen- 
ter, together  with  the  occupation  of  a  farmer,  gain- 
ing a  comfortable  competenc}^  through  the  exercise 
of  industry  and  persevering  efforts.  He  and  his 
wife  make  their  home  at  Commerce,  Mich.,  where 
they  are  surrounded  by  all  the  comforts  of  life. 

Unto  Eli  and  Sarah  (Rockwell)  Blakeslee  there 
were  born  three  sons,  namely:  Elmer  E.;  George, 
who  is  engaged  in  agricultural  pursuits;  and  Ed- 
ward, a  milk  dealer  in  Detroit.  The  eldest,  our 
subject,  passed  his  boyhood  days  uneventfully,  at- 
tending the  district  schools,  and  later  the  high 
school  at  Pontiac.  After  completing  his  studies 
he  engaged  in  teaching  school  for  four  years,  and 
during  his  leisure  hours  devoted  his  attention  to 
the  study  of  law.  In  1883  he  was  admitted  to  the 
Bar  in  Lake  County,  he  being  then  a  resident  of 
Chase,  where  he  had  located  the  previous  year. 

The  marriage  of  Mr.  Blakeslee  took  place  in 
1883,  his  wife  being  Miss  Lizzie,  daughter  of 
Abram  Shunk.  Mrs.  Blakeslee  was  born  in  Can- 
ada, but  at  the  time  of  her  marriage  resided  in 
Chase.  There  have  been  born  unto  them  six  chil- 
dren, to  whom  have  been  given  the  names  of  Inez, 
Floyd,  Violet,  Victor,  Avis  and  Nettie.  The  lead- 
ing questions  of  the  age,  and  the  issues  upon  which 
depends  the  prosperity  of  our  nation,  receive  care- 
ful consideration  from  Mr.  Blakeslee,  who  is  a  typ- 
ical patriotic  and  progressive  citizen.  In  earlier 
life  he  was  connected  with  the  Republican  party, 
but  subsequent  events  led  him  to  change  his  polit- 
ical connections,  and  he  has  been  a  stanch  adher- 
ent of  Democratic  principles  for  the  six  years 
past.  He  has  served  for  two  terms  as  Circuit  Court 
Commissioner,  and  has  also  officiated  as  Justice  of 
the  Peace.  At  present  he  is  Township  Clerk.  In 
12 


1894  he  was  candidate  for  Prosecuting  Attorney, 
and  while  he  suffered  defeat  together  with  the 
other  candidates  of  that  party,  his  popularity  was 
nevertheless  evinced  by  the  fact  that  he  ran  two 
hundred  and  forty-one  votes  ahead  of  his  ticket. 
In  his  social  connections  he  is  identified  with  the 
Independent  Order  of  Odd  Fellows,  the  Modern 
Woodmen  of  America  and  the  American  Benevo- 
lent Association. 


^♦♦♦♦♦♦♦♦E 


JAMES  CANNON,  M.  D.  The  remarkable 
success  which  has  attended  Dr.  Cannon  in 
his  profession,  as  well  as  the  progressive 
spirit  he  has  displayed  as  a  citizen  of  Petos- 
key,  entitles  him  to  more  than  passing  mention  on 
the  pages  of  history.  He  was  born  in  Scotland, 
April  16,  1829,  and  in  infancy  was  brought  b}^  his 
parents  to  the  United  States,  the  family  home 
being  first  in  New  York,  but  later  m  Peterborough 
County,  Canada,  where  he  grew  to  years  of  ma- 
turity. In  boyhood  he  alternated  attendance  at 
school  with  work  on  the  home  farm. 

For  a  number  of  years  in  early  manhood  the 
Doctor  was  engaged  in  the  mercantile  business  at 
Norwood,  Peterborough  County,  Canada.  At  the 
age  of  twenty-four  he  began  the  study  of  medicine 
under  Dr.  Scott,  of  Norwood,  with  whom  he  con- 
tinued for  several  years.  He  then  entered  the  Ec- 
lectic Medical  College  of  Philadelphia,  from  which 
he  was  graduated  with  the  Class  of  '68.  He  had 
received  some  practical  experience  in  the  profes- 
sion while  with  Dr.  Scott,  and  after  graduating  he 
at  once  opened  an  office  in  Clio,  Genesee  County, 
Mich.,  in  1868.  Three  years  later  he  removed  to 
Livingston  County,  opening  an  office  m  Iosco, 
where  he  engaged  in  practice  until  1885,  and  then 
established  himself  at  Petoskey,  which  place  is  still 
his  home.  Prior  to  locating  here,  he  conducted  a 
general  practice,  but  since  that  time  he  has  given 
his  attention  to  special  features  of  the  profession, 
being  peculiarly  successful  in  the  treatment  of 
spinal  diseases. 

In  Prince  Edward  County,  Canada,  May  8, 1855, 
occurred  the  marriage  of  Dr.  Cannon  and  Miss 
Lamira  Wellbanks,  a  ladj  of  education  and  refinC' 
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ment,  and  a  native  of  that  county.  In  religious 
belief  the  Doctor  affiliates  with  the  Methodist  Epis- 
copal Church.  Socially  he  belongs  to  the  en- 
campment and  militant  of  the  Independent  Order 
of  Odd  Fellows,  in  which  he  has  filled  all  the 
chairs,  and  is  the  present  Deputy  Grand  Chief  of 
Ne-quc-ton-sing  Camp  No.  HI,  and  also  its  in- 
stalling officer.  Politically  he  is  a  Republican,  but 
is  not  active  in  party  affairs,  preferring  to  devote 
his  attention  exclusively  to  his  profession. 

All  the  authors  upon  nervous  and  spinal  diseases 
have  been  studied  thoroughly  by  the  Doctor,  but 
his  own  ideas,  formed  after  the  most  persevering 
examination  of  facts,  are  in  many  instances  con- 
tradictory to  the  views  expressed  by  them.  Al- 
though he  has  treated  many  cases  of  typhoid  lever, 
he  has  lost  only  three,  and  in  the  treatment  of  in- 
flammatory diseases  he  has  been  equally  success- 
ful. He  has  cured  hundreds  of  patients  who  had 
been  treated  unsuccessfully  by  other  physicians  for 
years  before  coming  to  him.  Especially  is  this 
true  of  those  who  were  afflicted  with  shrunken  or 
paralyzed  limbs,  epilepsy,  or  were  in  any  way  de- 
formed. In  such  instances  he  has  a  plaster  applied 
to  the  spine,  which  opens  the  pores  of  the  skin  and 
allows  the  accumulated  pus  to  escape. 

A  number  of  those  who  have  been  cured  by  Dr. 
Cannon  have  been  met  by  the  writer  of  these  lines, 
who  is  therefore  in  a  position  to  write  intelli- 
gently upon  the  subject.  One  of  these  is  W.  C. 
Arnold,  of  Hayes  Township,  Charlevoix  County, 
Mich.,  who  came  to  the  Doctor  afflicted  with  al- 
most complete  paralysis  of  the  right  side  of  his 
face.  His  mouth  was  drawn  to  one  side,  his  sense 
of  taste  gone  from  one  side,  he  was  unable  to  close 
one  eye,  and  one  side  of  his  tongue  was  paralyzed. 
For  years  he  had  been  subject  to  severe  pains  in 
the  spine,  called  rheumatism  by  other  physicians. 
So  weak  had  his  spine  become  through  disease 
that  he  was  unable  to  walk  except  with  the  assist- 
ance of  canes.  After  only  two  weeks'  treatment 
he  entirely  recovered,  and  is  to-day  a  very  healthy 
man.  His  condition  may  be  judged  by  the  state- 
ment that  after  beginning  treatment  with  Dr. 
Cannon  about  one  pint  of  pus  was  drawn  from  his 
back  each  day  for  eight  days. 

Miss  Kate  Clary,  of  Jacksonville,  111.,  has  fully 


recovered  after  years  of  illness,  during  which  time 
she  was  treated  by  man 3^  physicians,  all  of  whom 
pronounced  her  disease  incurable.  Mrs.  Millie 
Porter,  of  Stillwater,  Minn.,  has  for  six  years  en- 
dured terrible  suffering.  Her  lower  limbs  are 
drawn  up  close  to  the  body,  in  which  condition 
they  have  been  for  six  years.  No  physician  was 
able  to  relieve  her  suffering  until  she  began  treat- 
ment under  the  care  of  Dr.  Cannon.  At  the  time 
the  writer  saw  her  she  had  received  only  eight 
days'  treatment,  but  her  hands,  which  had  been 
terribly  swollen,  had  assumed  a  natural  size,  and 
she  was  regaining  the  use  of  her  limbs.  Max 
Span  gen  berg,  proprietor  of  a  meat-market  in  Pe- 
toskey,  was  confined  to  his  bed  for  eighteen  weeks 
after  a  severe  attack  of  typhoid  fever.  Though 
under  the  care  of  a  physician,  he  grew  constantly 
worse.  Finally  his  physician  said  he  could  not  re- 
lieve him,  as  he  was  unable  to  understand  the 
cause  of  his  suffering.  He  then  began  treatment 
with  Dr.  Cannon,  from  which  time  his  improve- 
ment was  visible  and  constant.  Within  seven 
weeks  he  was  able  to  resume  business,  and  has 
since  enjoyed  excellent  health. 

These  are  but  a  few  instances.  Others  might  be 
cited,  did  space  permit,  as  evidences  of  the  skill  of 
Dr.  Cannon  in  the  diagnosis  of  disease  and  his 
success  in  treatment.  He  has  gained  a  more  than 
local  reputation,  his  remarkable  success  having 
won  for  him  the  recognition  of  the  medical  frater- 
nity throughout  the  state,  as  well  as  the  confidence 
of  the  general  public. 


HENRY  HEISMAN,  a  well  known  and  es- 
teemed citizen  of  Harrison,  fills  the  office 
of  County  Clerk  of  Clare  County,  hav- 
ing been  elected  thereto  in  the  fall  of  1894,  on 
the  Democratic  ticket.  His  victory  was  the  more 
marked  in  that  the  county  had  a  majority  of 
about  three  hundred  Republican  votes.  Always 
aptive  in  ^ocal  politics,  he  has  frequently  been  ^ 
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delegate  to  conventions,  and  has  taken  part  in 
campaign  work.  For  two  years  he  served  credit- 
ably as  Township  Clerk,  subsequent!}^  held  the  po- 
sitions of  Supervisor  and  Treasurer,  and  was  also 
Justice  of  the  Peace. 

The  parents  of  the  above  are  John  and  Anna 
(Meyer)  Heisman,  natives  of  Hanover  and  Bruns- 
wick, Germany,  respectively.  The  father  of  the 
former,  Henry  Heisman,  emigrated  to  the  United 
States  with  his  family,  and,  settling  in  Cincinnati, 
was  foreman  for  the  Eagle  White  Lead  Works. 
His  death  occurred  in  that  city.  His  eldest  son, 
Richard,  is  still  a  resident  of  Cincinnati,  and 
his  daughter,  Adeline,  who  became  the  wife  of 
Fred  Rcmke,  is  deceased.  Anna  Meyer  came  to 
the  United  States  with  a  brother,  and  was  married 
at  West  Alexandria,  Ohio.  John  Heisman  was  a 
stationary  engineer  in  his  early  life.  In  1867  he 
embarked  in  farming  in  Preble  County,  Ohio, 
where  he  is  still  living.  He  is  a  member  of  the 
Lutheran  Church,  and  is  an  upright,  honorable 
man  in  every  respect.  A  stanch  Democrat,  he  has 
held  a  number  of  local  offices.  His  three  eldest 
children,  Herman,  Frederick  and  John,  are  de- 
ceased. William  lives  in  Harrison;  Ella  has  her 
home  in  Greenville,  Ohio;  and  the  younger  ones, 
Charles,  Edward  and  Frank,  are  at  home. 

The  birth  of  Henry  Heisman  occurred  in  Preble 
County,  Ohio,  November  7,  1857.  He  was  reared 
in  the  vicinity  of  West  Alexandria,  and  obtained 
a  common-school  education  at  Lexington.  At  the 
age  of  eighteen  years  he  hired  out  as  a  farm  hand 
in  his  native  county,  and  continued  to  be  thus  em- 
ployed until  coming  to  Michigan.  He  learned  the 
stonemason's  trade,  and  was  employed  at  that 
business  for  a  time  after  coming  to  Clare  County, 
within  whose  limits  he  landed  March  4,  1881. 
The  following  year  he  entered  the  employ  of  W. 
H.  &  F.  A.  Wilson  as  stationary  engineer.  In  1884 
he  worked  at  teaming  for  a  short  time,  after  which 
he  returned  to  his  former  employers.  The  Lansing 
Lumber  Company  offered  him  a  position  as  book- 
keeper, and  he  accepted  the  place,  later  taking 
charge  of  their  store  and  hotel,  and  for  three 
months  managing  their  mill.  For  another  year  he 
carried  on  the  Lewis  House,  and  during  one  year 
waa  a  member  of  tUe  Harrison   Furniture  Com- 


pany.    In  1892  he  became  sole  proprietor  of  the 
business  which  he  still  owns. 

November  16,  1882,  Mr.  Heisman  married  Nina, 
daughter  of  William  W.  Green,  who  died  in  this 
city,  where  his  widow  is  still  living.  Mrs.  Heis- 
man was  born  and  reared  in  Hillsdale,  Mich.,  and 
by  her  marriage  has  become  the  mother  of  a  son, 
William  Robert  by  name.  The  parents  are  mem- 
bers of  the  Congregational  Church,  and  are  active 
workers  in  its  various  departments  of  usefulness. 
Mr.  Heisman  is  a  member  of  the  Uniformed  Rank 
of  the  Knights  of  Pythias,  belongs  to  the  Inde- 
pendent Order  of  Odd  Fellows,  and  to  the  Knights 
of  the  Maccabees. 


WILLIAM  H.  H,  COOPER.  The  fact 
that  the  Otsego  County  Bank  has  the 
confidence  of  the  people  and  an  as- 
sured position  among  other  financial  concerns  of 
Northern  Michigan  is  largely  due  to  the  gentle- 
man aboved  named,  who  occupies  the  responsible 
'position  of  Cashier  and  manager  of  the  bank.  He 
has  been  intimatel3^  associated  with  the  business 
interests  of  Gaylord  since  the  date  of  his  arrival 
in  this  city,  April  10,  1878,  at  which  time  he  en- 
tered upon  the  practice  of  law,  being  then  and  for  a 
few  years  afterward  the  only  attorney  in  the  place. 
After  having  conducted  a  general  practice  for 
about  ten  years,  he  left  Gaylord  in  the  spring  of 
1888  and  for  a  year  was  engaged  in  the  real-estate 
business  in  Washington,  D.  C,  returning  to  Michi- 
gan in  the  fall  of  1889.  During  the  following 
year  he  resumed  his  professional  duties,  which  he 
carried  on  uninterruptedly  until  the  organization 
of  the  bank  with  which  he  has  since  been  con- 
nected. Associated  with  A.  A.  Crane,  under  the 
firm  name  of  Cooper  &  Crane,  he  had,  in  1883,  or- 
ganized the  Gaylord  Exchange  Bank,  the  first  con- 
cer|i  of  the  kind  in  the  town.    The  partnership 
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was  continued  until  1887,  when  Mr.  Cooper  sold 
bis  interest  to  the  junior  member  of  the  firm. 

Mr.  Cooper  was  born  in  Grass  Luke,  Jackson 
County,  Mich.,  October  25,  1850,  being  the  son  of 
Samuel  W.  and  Maria  (Boyer)  Cooper.  His  father, 
who  was  born  in  Rutland,  Jefferson  County,  N.Y., 
in  1815,  was  taken  by  the  family  to  Canada  in  1818, 
remaining  there  until  1837.  During  that  year  he 
came  to  Michigan,  and  settled  in  Jackson  County, 
making  a  home  on  a  farm  after  his  marriage  to 
Miss  Boyer.  In  1881  he  sold  his  estate  in  Jackson 
County  and  removed  to  Fowlerville,  where  his 
wife  died,  and  where  he  still  makes  his  home. 

By  his  first  marriage,  Samuel  W.  Cooper  had  two 
sons,  the  elder  of  whom,  Edmund  L.,  resides  at 
Grass  Lake;  the  younger,  James  M.,  was  a  resident 
of  Ingham  County  until  his  death.  By  his  second 
union  there  were  six  children  born,  namely:  Sam- 
uel W.,  a  machinist  residing  at  Battle  Creek; 
Elisha,  who  died  in  Fowlerville;  Sylva  P.,  wife  of 
George  W.  Smith,  of  Fowlerville;  William  H.  H.; 
A.  LeRoy,  of  Petoskey,  Mich.;  and  Delancy,  whose 
home  is  in  Washtenaw  County,  this  state. 

Fortunate  in  the  educational  privileges  afforded 
him,  our  subject  conducted  his  studies  in  the  high 
school  at  Grass  Lake,  and  later  attended  Hillsdale 
College.  In  1876  he  was  graduated  from  the  law 
department  of  the  University  of  Michigan.  He 
opened  an  office  at  Imlay  City,  Lapeer  County,  of 
which  soon  afterward  he  was  elected  Circuit  Court' 
Commissioner.  From  Imlay  City  he  removed  to 
Lapeer,  where  he  remained  six  months,  but  on  ac- 
count of  his  wife's  ill  health  he  resigned  his  offi- 
cial position  and  removed  to  Saginaw,  whence  he 
came  to  Gaylord. 

In  December,  1876,  Mr.  Cooper  married  Miss  H. 
Ella  Reed,  who  was  born  in  Ann  Arbor,  Mich., 
and  they  are  the  parents  of  a  daughter,  Bessie  M. 
In  politics  a  Republican,  Mr.  Cooper  has  upon 
that  ticket  been  elected  to  a  number  of  responsi- 
ble positions,  in  all  of  which  he  has  rendered  sat- 
isfactory service.  From  1880  until  1882  he  served 
as  Prosecuting  Attorney,  and  at  different  times  has 
held  the  offices  of  Town  Clerk,  Town  Treasurer, 
Deputy  County  Treasurer  and  Circuit  Court  Com- 
missioner. The  latter  position  he  is  filling  at  the 
present  time,  having  been  elected  to  the  office  in 


the  fall  of  1894.  In  questions  pertaining  to  local 
or  national  affairs  he  always  takes  a  warm  interest, 
and  keeps  himself  thoroughly  posted  concerning 
the  issues  of  the  day. 

Fraternally  Mr.  Cooper  is  a  Knight  Templar  and 
is  now  High  Priest  of  Gaylord  Chapter  No.  119, 
R.  A.  M.  He  also  belongs  to  the  Order  of  the 
Eastern  Star.  In  the  Knights  of  Pythias  organiza- 
tion he  is  serving  as  Past  Chancellor  of  Gaylord 
Lodge  No.  175,  at  this  place.  He  is  also  identi- 
fied with  the  Knights  of  the  Maccabees.  Aside  from 
other  interests,  he  is  a  real-estate  and  insurance 
agent  and  attorney-at-law;  he  also  superintends  the 
management  of  his  extensive  farming  lands.  He 
is  agent  for  the  Jackson,  Lansing  &  Saginaw  Rail- 
road Company,  the  Western  New  York  &  Penn- 
sylvania Railroad  Company,  and  is  local  manager 
and  representative  of  the  Capital  Investment  Build- 
ing and  Loan  Association  of  Lansing.  The  marked 
success  with  which  his  efforts  have  been  rewarded 
is  well  worthy  of  note  from  the  fact  that  in  youth 
he  had  few  advantages  aside  from  his  education. 
At  the  age  of  sixteen  he  began  teaching  school, 
being  thus  engaged  during  the  winter  and  woik- 
mg  on  the  home  farm  during  the  summer  months. 
In  that  way  he  developed  habits  of  economy,  in- 
dustry and  energy,  which  afterward  became  pow- 
erful factors  in  promoting  his  prosperity. 


^^♦{»«5.^j. 
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TANISLAS  ALCIDE  ST.  AMOUR,  M.  D., 

of  Cheboygan,  was  born  in  St.  James,  Que- 
bec, Canada,  February  12,  1863,  and  is  the 
son  of  Stanislas  and  Ed  widge  (Souligny)  St.Amour, 
natives  of  Canada  and  descendants  of  French  an- 
cestors. The  St.  Amour  family  originated  in  Nor- 
mandy, but  emigrated  thence  to  Montreal  about  a 
century  ago.  When  the  Doctor  was  a  child  of  four 
years,  his  parents  removed  from  St.  James  to  Acton, 
P.  O.,  where  his  father  engaged  in  business,  and 
where  he  spent  his  boyhood  years.  When  twelve 
years  of   age   he  was  sent  to  Sherbrooke  College, 
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where  he  was  a  student  for  nine  years,  completing 
the  classical  course  and  being  graduated  with  the 
Class  of  '82.  His  Alma  Mater  conferred  upon 
him  the  degree  of  Bachelor  of  Science. 

Having  passed  the  examination  for  admission  to 
Victoria  Medical  College,  in  Montreal,  our  subject 
became  a  student  in  that  institution,  from  which 
he  was  graduated  in  1886,  in  a  class  of  fifty,  with 
the  degree  of  Doctor  of  Medicine.  Soon  after 
graduating  he  opened  an  office  in  Ishpeming,  Mich,, 
but  after  a  few  months  came  to  Cheboygan,  locat- 
ing in  this  city  in  September,  1886.  Here  he  has 
since  conducted  an  increasing  and  remunerative 
practice,  to  which  his  close  attention  has  been 
given,  and  in  which  he  has  gained  a  more  than  lo- 
cal reputation.  He  established  St.  Mary's  Hospital 
at  Cheboygan,  intended  especially  for  the  lumber- 
men, and  to  this  institution  he  gave  the  most 
thoughtful  attention,  the  patients  receiving  skilled 
treatment  under  his  personal  supervision. 

In  everything  connected  with  the  medical  pro- 
fession the  Doctor  maintains  a  deep  interest.  He 
is  actively  connected  with  the  Cheboygan  County 
Medical  Association,  and  is  the  Vice-President  of 
the  organization.  He  is  also  serving  as  a  member 
(>f  the  Pension  Board,  and  in  other  positions  that 
have  come  to  him  through  his  knowledge  of  the 
profession  he  has  rendered  efficient  and  talented 
service.  Educational  matters  have  also  received 
due  consideration  from  him,  and  while  acting  in 
the  capacity  of  a  member  of  the  Board  of  Educa- 
tion he  has  materially  promoted  the  standard  of 
the  schools  of  Cheboygan. 

Believing  that  Cheboygan  real  estate  will  prove 
a  very  profitable  investment,  the  Doctor  has  pur- 
chased a  number  of  lots  m  this  place,  some  of 
which  he  retains  in  his  possession,  while  others 
have  been  sold  at  a  fair  profit.  With  his  family 
he  holds  membership  in  St.  Mary's  Catholic  Church, 
and  is  one  of  the  active  workers  in  that  large 
congregation.  His  attention  has  been  devoted  to 
his  profession  almost  to  the  exclusion  of  public 
matters  or  political  affairs,  but  he  nevertheless 
keeps  well  posted  concerning  the  great  issues  of 
the  age,  and  in  politics  favors  the  policy  adopted 
by  the  Democratic  party. 

On  the  28th  of  April,  1890,  occurred  the  mar- 


riage of  Dr.  St.  Amour  and  Miss  Alphonsine  Dur- 
and,  an  accomplished  young  lady,  and  a  graduate 
of  the  Quebec  Musical  Conservatory.  They  are 
the  parents  of  three  children,  namely:  Armand, 
Albani  and  Cecilia,  to  whose  welfare  they  are 
most  devotedly  attached,  and  of  whose  future  they 
cherish  the  greatest  hopes.  The  family  is  one  of 
social  prominence,  and  both  the  Doctor  and  his 
wife  are  popular  in  the  circles  in  which  they  move. 


l^+^i 


HON.  FRANK  N.  KLINGENSMITH,  Pro- 
bate Judge,  and  a  prominent  citizen  of 
Cheboygan,  was  born  in  Mahoning  Coun- 
ty, Ohio,  March  16,  1858,  and  spent  the  days  of 
boyhood  in  the  place  of  his  birth.  His  school  days 
ceased  at  the  age  of  fifteen  years,  when  he  entered 
a  store  in  Warren,  Ohio,  and  there  he  remained 
for  the  eight  succeeding  years,  meantime  gaining 
a  practical  knowledge  of  the  general  mercantile 
business.  He  then  associated  himself  in  the  dry- 
goods  and  grocery  business  in  partnership  with  an- 
other gentleman,  the  connection  thus  formed  be- 
ing continued  until  the  time  of  his  removal  to 
Michigan. 

On  coming  to  Cheboygan,  Mr.  Klingen smith 
was  for  three  years  in  the  employ  of  Thompson 
Smith  Sons,  being  in  their  mill,  and  also  working 
in  the  woods.  He  then  started  a  store  for  that 
firm,  first  driving  a  delivery  wagon  and  working 
up  a  trade,  but  afterward  for  about  four  years  fill- 
ing the  position  of  salesman  for  the  company.  His 
entire  connection  with  the  firm  covered  a  period 
of  seven  years,  and  such  were  his  energy  and  abil- 
ity that  he  gained  the  confidence  of  his  employ- 
ers and  of  those  with  whom  he  had  business  deal- 
ings. 

For  some  years  Mr,  Klingensmith  has  been  one 
of  the  local  leaders  of  the  Democratic  party.  In 
1891  he  was  elected  to  represent  the  First  Ward 
in  the  Common  Council,  and  filled  the  position  of 
Alderman    with    credit   to  himself.     His  election 
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upon  the  Democratic  ticket  in  a  strong  Republican 
ward  proved  his  popularity  among  his  fellow-citi- 
zens and  the  high  regard  in  which  he  was  held  by 
them.  He  served  as  a  member  of  the  Council  un- 
til the  spring  of  1893,  meantime  assisting  to  the 
fullest  extent  possible  in  promoting  all  measures 
for  the  benefit  of  the  people  and  the  town.  In 
1892  he  was  the  nominee  of  the  People's  party, 
and  also  of  the  Democratic  party,  for  the  responsi- 
ble position  of  Probate  Judge,  to  which  he  was 
elected  by  a  flattering  majorit3^  Since  becoming 
a  resident  of  the  Fifth  Ward,  he  has  been  urged 
to  accept  the  nomination  as  Alderman  from  this 
ward,  but  has  invariably  declined.  At  one  time 
he  was  a  candidate  for  Mayor  of  Cheboygan,  but 
as  his  wife  was  ill  then  he  made  no  effort  to  se- 
cure election,  and  consequently  suffered  defeat. 

In  his  fraternal  relations  the  Judge  is  identified 
with  the  Independent  Order  of  Odd  Fellows,  be- 
longing to  Mahoning  Lodge  No.  29.  He  also  affil- 
iates with  the  Knights  of  the  Maccabees.  On  the 
3d  of  November,  1886,  he  was  united  in  marriage 
with  Miss  Katie,  daughter  of  Eli  B.  Peck,  of  Che- 
boygan. This  estimable  lady  was  the  devoted 
helpmate  and  companion  of  her  husband  until  her 
death,  which  occurred  April  30,  1894,  after  a  long 
and  severe  illness.  Two  children  had  been  born 
of  the  union,  a  son,  Charles,  and  daughter,  Grace. 
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AMUEL  E.  QUA,  Treasurer  of  Otsego 
County,  came  to  Gay  lord  in  January  of 
1884,  and  purchased  an  interest  in  a  grocery 
and  provision  business,  which,  in  partnership  with 
his  brother  Henry  J.,  he  conducted  for  seven  years. 
In  1891  he  became  the  sole  proprietor  of  the  con- 
cern, but  afterward  admitted  his  son,  William  W., 
into  partnership,  and  the  business  is  now  con- 
ducted under  the  firm  name  of  S.  E.  Qua  &  Son. 
The  following    facts  are    noted  concerning  the 


parental  history  of  Mr.  Qua:  His  father,  Samuel, 
was  born  in  Hebron,  N.  Y.,  and  in  youth  learned 
the  trade  of  painter  and  glazier,  which  he  after- 
ward followed  for  some  years,  but  later  engaged 
in  farming.  He  married  Miss  Margaret  Hobson,  a 
native  of  Ireland,  who  was  brought  to  the  United 
States  in  infancy,  and,  being  orphaned  at  an  early 
age,  was  reared  in  the  family  of  Reuben  Blood,  at 
Madrid,  N.  Y.  In  1865  the  family  removed  to 
Michigan  and  settled  on  a  farm  near  Paw  Paw, 
where  they  remained  until  their  removal  to  Otsego 
County.     The  parents  now  live  retired  in  Gaylord. 

The  four  sons  and  one  daughter  of  Samuel  and 
Margaret  Qua  were  named  as  follows:  Reuben,  a 
resident  of  Gaylord;  Henry  J.,  a  merchant  of  this 
place;  Samuel  E.;  Ella,  wife  of  Dr.  James  P.  Fox, 
of  Gaylord;  and  George  F.,  whose  home  is  also  in 
this  town.  Our  subject  was  born  in  Ogdensburg,  St. 
Lawrence  Count}',  N.  Y.,  January  7,  1846,  and  re- 
ceived the  rudiments  of  his  education  in  the  com- 
mon schools  of  New  York.  At  the  age  of  ten 
years  he  settled  with  his  parents  upon  a  farm,  and 
afterward  by  practical  experience  gained  a  thor- 
ough knowledge  of  agriculture. 

After  coming  to  Michigan,  Mr.  Qua  was  engaged 
in  farming  in  Van  Buren  County  for  one  year,  but 
later  secured  employment  in  a  sawmill.  He  next 
purchased  farming  property  in  Van  Buren  County, 
and  in  connection  \vith  the  tilling  of  the  land  he 
followed  various  occupations.  Among  other  things 
he  ran  threshing  and  saw  machines  for  eleven  years. 
From  Van  Buren  County  he  came  to  Gaylord, 
where,  as  above  stated,  he  has  since  engaged  in  the 
grocery  business.  By  his  uniform  reliability  and 
courtesy,  he  has  gained  the  confidence  of  the  peo- 
ple, who  regard  him  as  an  upright  and  progressive 
business  man. 

A  Republican  in  politics,  Mr.  Qua  has  for  years 
been  prominent  in  his  party,  and  is  now  one  of  its 
leaders  in  this  locality.  Winle  in  Van  Buren 
County  he  served  as  Township  Clerk.  Soon  after 
coming  to  Gaylord  he  was  appointed  Street  Com- 
missioner, and  under  his  direction  the  stumps 
which  had  so  long  defaced  the  principal  streets 
were  removed,  and  a  number  of  improvements 
made.  In  that  oflSce  he  served  for  two  and  one- 
half  years.     Both  as  Deputy  Township  Clerk  and 
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later  for  four  years  as  Township  Clerk,  he  ren- 
dered efKcient  service  in  behalf  of  his  fellow-citi- 
zens. At  the  same  time  he  also  held  the  office  of 
Village  Assessor.  For  two  years  he  was  Township 
Treasurer,  and  for  four  years  filled  the  position  of 
Superintendent  of  the  Poor,  being  also  a  member 
of  the  Otsego  County  Poor  Board.  In  1894  he 
was  nominated  by  his  party  for  the  office  of  County 
Treasurer,  and  in  the  fall  of  that  year  he  was  el- 
ected by  a  majority  of  four  hundred  and  six,  run- 
ning ahead  of  the  rest  of  the  ticket,  which  fact 
attests  his  popularity  in  the  county.  For  two 
years  he  was  Chairman  of  the  Republican  County 
Committee,  and  at  various  times  has  been  a  delegate 
to  political  conventions. 

October  5,  1867,  Mr.  Qua  married  Miss  Julia  A. 
Butterfield,  who  was  born  in  Albion,  Orleans  Coun- 
ty, N.  Y.  Their  four  children  are  William  Wesley; 
Lutie  Ethel,  wife  of  John  M.  Brodie,  of  Chicago; 
Elmer  l^eRoy,  and  Bessie  May.  The  family  is 
identified  with  the  Methodist  Episcopal  Church, 
in  which  Mr.  Qua  is  one  of  the  Trustees.  Frater- 
nally he  is  a  member  of  Gaylord  Lodge  No.  366, 
A.  F.  &  A.  M.;  Gaylord  Chapter  No.  119,  R.  A.  M.; 
and  Interlake  Lodge  No.  329,  L  O.  O.  F.  He  is 
also  identified  with  the  Knights  of  the  Maccabees. 

The  Government  of  our  country  has  one  of  its 
most  loyal  supporters  in  Mr.  Qua.  During  the 
Civil  War,  he  enlisted,  in  1863,  and  was  mustered 
into  service  with  Company  L,  First  New  York 
Cavalry,  in  which  he  served  faithfully  until  the 
close  of  the  Rebellion.  He  is  a  member  of  Doore 
Post  No.  61,  G.  A.  R.,  in  which  he  has  officiated  as 
Post  Commander.  In  addition  to  his  grocery  bus- 
iness, he  is  the  owner  of  forty  acres  of  improved 
farm  land  near  Gaylord.  He  has  built  and  now 
owns  the  Opera  House  Block,  the  principal  business 
block  of  Gaylord,  which  contains  store,  bank,  the 
Masonic  lodge  hall  and  the  opera  house.  In  the 
organization  of  the  Gaylord  State  Bank  he  was 
one  of  the  principal  factors,  and  still  retains  his 
connection  with  that  concern  as  a  stockholder. 
As  an  official  he  is  energetic,  honorable  and  pains- 
taking, and  in  his  hands  the  financial  interests  of 
the  county  are  safe.  As  a  business  man,  he  com- 
bines the  thrift  of  his  Scotch  ancestors  with  the 
progressive    spirit   of   our  own  nationality.     The 


success  which  he  has  gained  is  the  result  of  his  in 
dustry   and  good    judgment,   and  justly  entitles 
him  to  a  position  among  the  prosperous,  capable 
and  enterprising  citizens  of  Gaylord. 


r~y  HARLES  E.  COOPER.  There  are  few  of 
^  J  the  residents  of  Northern  Michigan  who 
are  not  acquainted  with  the  genial  Post- 
master at  Man  ton,  who  is  numbered  among  the 
pioneers  of  Wexford  County  and  has  been  fore- 
most in  advancing  its  interests.  Sherman  was  the 
only  town  in  the  county  at  the  time  of  his  re- 
moval here  in  the  winter  of  1871-72,  and  it  was 
an  insignificant  hamlet,  containing  only  thirteen 
buildings  of  every  description.  The  nearest  rail- 
road points  were  Clam  Lake  and  Traverse  City. 

In  the  spring  of  1872  Mr.  Cooper  removed  his 
newspaper  plant  from  Howell  to  Sherman,  and 
founded  the  Wexford  County  Pioneer^  which  was  the 
first  paper  ever  published  in  the  county.  His  ob- 
ject in  locating  in  Sherman  was  to  obtain  the  state 
printing,  which  had  to  be  done  in  Wexford  Coun- 
ty. For  six  years  he  continued  the  publication  of 
his  paper  at  Sherman,  and  meantime  gained  prom- 
inence throughout  this  section  of  the  state  as  an 
able  journalist  and  editor.  In  its  political  com- 
plexion the  paper  was  a  stanch  advocate  of  Re- 
publican principles. 

Selling  that  paper  in  1878,  Mr.  Cooper  came  to 
Manton  and  purchased  for  150  the  Manton  Tr^- 
une,  which  had  been  running  for  twenty  weeks. 
This  he  conducted  as  an  independent  paper  for 
the  fourteen  ensuing  years,  with  the  exception  of 
one  year,  when  he  sold  the  plant,  but  was  after- 
ward obliged  to  take  it  back.  To  such  an  extent 
did  he  increase  its  popularity  and  influence,  that 
on  selling  it  he  received  $1,000  for  the  plant. 
Under  the  first  administration  of  President  Cleve- 
land he  was  appointed  Postmaster  at  Manton,  and 
served  until  a  change  of  administration  occurred. 
When  Cleveland  was  re-elected  President  he  again 
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received  the  appointment  of  Postmaster,  in  which 
capacity  he  has  served  since  1892. 

The  birth  of  our  subject  occurred  in  Oneida 
County,  N.  Y.,  August  6,  1851.  His  parents,  Will- 
iam and  Sarah  (Roff)  Cooper,  were  born,  reared 
and  married  in  England,  and  emigrated  thence  to 
the  United  States  after  the  birth  of  three  children. 
Tlie  father  followed  his  trade  of  a  wagon-maker  in 
Oneida  County,  whence  about  1854  he  removed  to 
Howell,  Mich.  During  the  late  war  he  enlisted  as 
a  member  of  Company  A,  Fifth  Michigan  Infantry, 
in  which  he  served  until  the  close  of  the  war.  At 
the  battle  of  the  Wilderness  a  bullet  penetrated  his 
neck,  inflicting  severe,  though  not  serious,  injury. 
On  his  return  to  the  army  after  his  recovery  he 
was  taken  prisoner  by  the  Confederates,  October 
27, 1864,  and  was  confined  in  Andersonville  Prison 
for  three  months.  The  hardships  of  army  life,  to- 
gether with  the  long  confinement  in  prison,  so 
undermined  his  constitution  that  he  died  shortly 
after  his  return  to  Howell.  His  wife  survived  him 
many  years,  passing  away  in  1893. 

The  family  consisted  of  seven  children,  all  of 
whom  attained  years  of  maturity.  Elizabeth,  now 
deceased,  was  the  wife  of  Silas  Tombs,  of  Saginaw, 
Mich.  William  and  Morris  died  in  Howell.  Our 
subject  was  fourth  in  order  of  birtb.  Sidney  and 
Frank  reside  in  Howell;  and  George,  the  youngest, 
is  at  Ann  Arbor.  Charles  E.  was  reared  in  Howell 
and  attended  the  common  schools  of  that  place. 
At  the  age  of  fifteen  years  he  entered  a  printing- 
office,  where  he  spent  three  years,  becoming  famil- 
iar with  "the  art  preservative/'  Afterward  he 
worked  at  his  trade  in  Detroit,  Jackson,  Alpena 
and  other  cities. 

In  1875  Mr.  Cooper  married  Miss  Catherine, 
daughter  of  Jerome  Pratt,  at  one  time  a  cabinet- 
maker and  later  Government  lighthouse-keeper  on 
Lake  Michigan.  Mrs.  Cooper  was  born  in  Ypsi- 
lanti  and  reared  in  Old  Mission,  this  state,  where 
she  resided  until  her  marriage.  She  is  the  mother 
of  four  children,  Virgil,  Elizabeth,  Morris  and 
Richard. 

In  earlier  life  Mr.  Cooper  was  a  Republican,  but 
now  advocates  the  principles  of  the  Democratic 
party.  He  has  served  as  President  of  the  Village 
Board,  and  as  Clerk,  Marshal   and    Trustee.     At 


different  times  he  has  been  sent  as  a  delegate  from 
his  party  to  county  and  state  conventions,  and  is 
a  member  of  the  County  Democratic  Committee. 
Socially  he  is  identified  with  the  Independent 
Order  of  Odd  Fellows,  and  in  religious  belief  holds 
membership  with  the  Methodist  Episcopal  Church. 
In  every  enterprise  for  the  advancement  of  the 
material  interests  of  Man  ton  he  is  warmly  inter- 
ested, and  has  been  one  of  the  most  important 
factors  in  the  growth  of  the  village. 
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VICTOR  F.  HUNTLEY,  M.  D.  This  gentle, 
man  has  been  established  in  practice  at 
Manton  since  May  1,  1886,  and  is,  in  point 
of  time,  the  oldest  physician  of  the  village.  Since 
coming  here  he  has  acquired  a  reputation  as  a  suc- 
cessful physician,  skilled  in  the  diagnosis  of  intri- 
cate diseases  and  constantly  on  the  alert  to  add  to 
his  efficiency  in  the  profession.  His  time  is  devoted 
closely  to  his  chosen  occupation,  and  in  addition 
to  the  management  of  a  general  practice,  he  has 
served  as  United  States  Pension  Examiner,  having 
been  President  of  the  board  for  two  years. 

A  native  of  New  York,  Dr.  Huntley  was  born  in 
Belmont,  June  6,  1854,  and  is  of  English  descent. 
His  grandfather,  Hiram  Huntley,  was  born  in  Maine 
and  died  near  Grand  Rapids,  Mich.,  in  1893,  aged 
eighty-eight  years.  Frederick  M.,  father  of  our 
subject,  was  a  pattern-maker  by  trade,  and  also, 
while  residing  in  Wisconsin,  followed  the  occupa- 
tion of  a  carpenter  for  a  number  of  years.  In  1863 
he  brought  his  family  to  Michigan  and  settled  in 
Grand  Rapids.  When  the  Civil  War  broke  out  he 
was  in  Wisconsin,  but  soon  returned  to  Grand 
Rapids  and  enlisted  in  Company  D,  First  Michigan 
Engineers,  with  whom  he  served  until  the  close  of 
the  Rebellion. 

In  1869  Frederick  M.  Huntley  took  a  homestead 
claim  near  Chippewa  Lake.  Soon  after  he  settled 
there  his  wife,  whose  maiden  name  was  Louisa 
King,  departed  this  life.     He  remained  at  Chippewa 
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Lake  until  having  proved  up  his  claim,  after  which 
he  returned  to  Grmnd  Rapids  and  was  a  second 
time  married.  He  worked  at  his  trade  until  1892. 
Since  then  he  has  made  his  home  with  our  subject. 
He  is  now  sixty-three  years  of  age,  his  birth  hav- 
ing occurred  in  New  York  State  in  1832. 

Of  eight  children  comprising  the  family,  six  at- 
tained mature  years,  our  subject  being  the  eldest 
of  the  number.  The  others  are  Henry  F., superin- 
tendent of  the  finishing  department  of  the  Kent 
Furniture  Company  at  Grand  Rapids;  Charles  E., 
a  pattern-maker  of  Grand  Rapids;  Herbert,  a  lum- 
berman residing  at  Lake  Ann,  near  Traverse  City; 
Eva,  who  is  married  and  lives  in  Berlin,  Mich.;  and 
Jessie,  wife  of  William  Haner,  a  member  of  the 
fire  department  of  Grand  Rapids. 

After  completing  the  studies  of  the  common 
schools  of  Grand  Rapids,  our  pubject  spent  one  year 
in  Albion  College.  For  a  time  he  worked  at  the 
trade  of  a  wood-turner,  and  later  taught  school  in 
the  winter  seasons.  In  1874  he  went  to  Goshen, 
Ind.,  where  he  read  medicine,  with  Dr.  William  A. 
Whippy  as  preceptor.  In  1881  he  was  graduated 
from  the  Chicago  Homeopathic  College,  and  the 
following  year  located  at  Jennings,  Mich.,  whence 
he  came  to  Manton.  In  1875  he  established  do- 
mestic ties,  being  then  united  in  marriage  with  Miss 
Harriet  E.  Castle,  a  native  of  St.  Lawrence  County, 
N.  Y.  They  have  been  the  parents  of  two  chil- 
dren, one  of  whom  died  in  infancy,  and  the  other, 
Fred  M.,  is  now  at  home. 

The  career  of  Dr.  Huntley  illustrates  the  force  of 
determination  and  a  resolute  ambition  in  achiev- 
ing desired  results  in  life.  After  his  marriage  he 
supported  his  family  by  working  at  his  trade,  mean- 
time conducting  his  medical  studies  after  the  day's 
work  was  done.  He  is  deeply  interested  in  every- 
thing that  will  enhance  the  usefulness  of  the  pro- 
fession, and  in  order  to  keep  in  touch  with  the  lat- 
est developments  in  the  science,  he  took  a  post- 
graduate course  in  the  Chicago  Homeopathic  Col- 
lege in  18^0,  and  in  1894  took  another  course.  He 
is  examiner  for  numerous  insurance  companies, 
and  has  contributed  several  articles  to  medical  jour- 
nals. For  some  years  he  was  a  newspaper  corres- 
pondent, but  now,  owing  to  his  increased  practice, 
he  finds  little  time  for  outside  matters.     He  is  a 


member  of  the  Michigan  State  Medical  Society, 
and  socially  is  a  Royal  Arch  Mason.  Politically  a 
Republican,  he  is  active  in  local  affairs,  a  promoter 
of  public-spirited  enterprises,  and  was  one  of  the 
number  to  whose  untiring  perseverance  was  due 
the  introduction  of  water  works  at  Manton. 


REV.  JEAN-BAPTISTE  E.  MAGNAN,  pas- 
tor of  St.  Maiy's  Catholic  Church  of  Che- 
boygan, was  born  in  L'Epiphanie,  prov- 
ince of  Quebec,  Canada,  December  22,  1866.  He 
was  reared  upon  a  farm,  gaining  the  rudiments  of 
his  education  in  a  common  school.  At  an  early 
age  he  entered  a  college  at  L'Assomption,  Quebec, 
where  he  carried  on  the  studies  of  the  classical 
course  for  eight  years.  During  his  last  two  years 
in  that  institution  he  also  engaged  in  philosophical 
studies.  Later  he  was  for  four  years  a  student  in 
the  theological  department  of  the  Grand  Seminary, 
where  he  laid  the  foundation  of  his  broad  learning 
and  wide  information  upon  religious  questions. 

Having  five  brothers  in  Michigan,  Father  Magnan 
came  to  this  state,  which  he  had  selected  as  the 
field  for  his  future  labors.  At  Grand  Rapids, 
December  31,  1889,  he  was  ordained  to  the  priest- 
hood, and  a  short  time  afterward,  February  10, 
1890,  he  was  appointed  assistant  to  Father  Des- 
medt,  then  pastor  of  St.  Mary's  Catholic  Church, 
Cheboygan.  In  that  capacity  he  served  until  the 
death  of  Father  Desmedt,  March  1,  1892,  when  he 
succeeded  him  in  the  charge  of  the  parish. 

St.  Mary's  Church  is  one  of  the  largest  in  North- 
ern Michigan.  The  congregation  numbers  about 
six  hundred  families,  the  membership  approximat- 
ing eighteen  hundred.  The  various  nationalities, 
English,  French,  German  and  Polish,  at  present 
worship  together,  but  a  division  is  now  being 
planned  whereby  three  separate  congregations, 
English,  Polish  and  French,  will  be  formed.  In 
the  work  of  ministering  to  the  welfare  of  his  peo- 
ple Father  Magnan  has  as  assistant  pastor  Rev.  K. 
J.  Whalen,  an  able  young  priest,  who  was  born  in 
Grand  Rapids,  has  spent  his  entire  life  in  Michigan, 
and  for  two  years  has  aided  in  the  work  at  Che- 
boygan. 

The  history  of   St.  Mary's  Catholic  Church  be- 
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gins  with  the3^ear  1852,  when  a  station  was  planted 
at  this  point.  As  such  the  work  was  continued 
for  seven  years.  In  1856  a  mission  was  established 
here,  and  twelve  years  later  the  mission  rose  to 
the  dignity  of  a  parish.  The  first  services  here 
were  held  in  the  house  of  Charles  Bellant,  the 
officiating  priest  being  Rev.  A.  D.  J.  Piret,  a  Bel- 
gian, residing  on  Mackinac  Island.  Later  the 
mission  was  visited  by  Rev.  Angelles  Van  Pamel, 
an  Indian  missionary,  who  came  here  from  Little 
Traverse  village,  and  at  one  time  he  was  accom- 
panied by  Bishop  Le  Fevre,  of  Detroit. 

The  first  house  of  worship  was  erected  on  land 
owned  by  Peter  McDonald.  In  1859,  Father  Mur- 
ray came  here  from  Mackinac  Island,  and  dur- 
ing his  service  here  he  put  a  bell  in  the  church, 
which  had  the  distinction  of  being  the  first  church 
bell  ever  hung  in  the  county.  His  successor  as 
pastor  was  Rev.  Father  Zorn.  In  October,  1868,  a 
parish  was  organized  with  seventy  families,  and 
with  Rev.  Charles  L.  DeCeuninck  as  pastor.  Dur- 
ing his  pastorate  a  church  edifice  was  built,  which 
was  55x100  feet  in  dimensions.  He  was  succeeded 
in  1875  by  Rev.  John  Van  Gennip,  a  zealous  and 
pious  priest,  who  in  1881  erected  a  school  build- 
ing and  Sisters'  home,  at  the  same  time  opening 
St.  Mary's  School.  In  February,  1882,  Rev.  Peter 
Desmedt  became  pastor.  He  added  two  large 
rooms  to  the  school  building,  giving  it  a  seating 
capacity  of  three  hundred  and  twenty.  Since 
Father  Magnan  succeeded  to  the  pastorate,  the 
work  has  enjo3'ed  a  steady  increase  of  prosperity. 
Every  department  is  rendering  efficient  service, 
and  the  congregation  is  being  increased  numeric- 
ally, while  its  spiritual  interests  are  also  fostered. 
He  is  a  young  man  of  exemplary  character  and 
great  ability,  well  qualified  to  discharge  the  re- 
sponsible and  varied  duties  that  devolve  upon 
him  as  pastor  of  St.  Mary's  Church. 


=.5^^^.JmJ*,J«5,: 


REV.   PETER   J.    DESMEDT.     Prominent 
among  those  who  contributed  to  the  spread 
of  the  Gospel  in  Northern  Michigan  was 
Father  Desmedt,  whose  unceasing  labors  for  many 
years  in  the  Master's  vinej^ard,  and  whose  humble 


piety  and  Christian  walk  in  life,  endeared  him  to 
those  who  from  time  to  time  listened  to  his  fervent 
prayers  and  eloquent  discourses,  as  he  told  the 
story  of  the  cross,  and  pointed  their  wayward  feet 
toward  the  realms  of  eternal  bliss.  Although  he 
has  passed  away  to  enjoy  the  recompense  due  his 
useful  and  honorable  life,  his  memory  still  lives, 
and  is  cherished  by  the  people  of  Cheboygan,  to 
whose  spiritual  welfare  he  ministered  long  and 
faithfully. 

The  subject  of  this  biographical  notice  was  born 
in  Oostnieuwkerke,  Belgium,  November  8,  1844. 
His  life,  however,  was  piincipally  spent  in  the 
United  States,  and  he  was  a  loyal  citizen  of  our 
Government,  interested  in  its  progress  and  famil- 
iar with  its  history.  His  studies  were  conducted 
in  the  land  of  his  birth,  and  for  some  time  he  was 
a  student  at  Bruxelles,  Belgium,  where  his  theolog- 
ical education  was  completed.  On  the  18th  of 
December,  1869,  he  was  ordained  to  the  holy  priest- 
hood, and  his  remaining  years  were  devoted  to 
ministerial  work. 

St.  Mary's  Church  of  Cheboygan,  where  Father 
Desmedt  was  pastor  during  the  closing  years  of  his 
life,  is  one  of  the  strongest  in  Northern  Michigan, 
and  has  been  a  power  for  good  in  the  vicinity  of 
Cheboygan.  Much  of  its  success  was  due  to  his 
untiring  efforts  to  secure  its  prosperity  and  pro- 
mote its  welfare.  In  1882  he  improved  the  school 
building,  but  it  was  soon  afterward  burned  to  the 
ground.  He  then  superintended  the  erection  of 
the  present  brick  structure,  which  contains  eight 
rooms,  and  was  built  at  a  cost  of  $6,000.  Eight 
teachers  are  given  employment  in  this  school,  and 
there  are  about  three  hundred  and  sixty  pupils. 

Not  only  has  the  school  prospered,  but  eveiy 
department  of  the  churcti  work  has  enjoyed  a 
steady  growth.  The  congregation  increased  num- 
erically, and  at  the  time  of  the  death  of  Father 
Desmedt  numbered  five  hundred  and  fifty  fam- 
ilies. To  this  large  congregation  he  ministered 
lovingly  and  with  praiseworthy  devotion  until 
1892,  when  he  fell  a  victim  to  la  grippe,  which  re- 
sulted in  his  death  March  1st  of  that  year.  That 
he  was  beloved  by  his  parishioners  was  proved  by 
their  grief  at  his  loss.  His  funeral  was  the  largest 
ever  held   in  Cheboygan,  and  was  attended  not 
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only  by  the  people  of  his  own  church,  but  also  by 
members  of  other  denominations,  wlio  had  learned 
to  admire  and  esteem  him  for  his  noble  character 
and  upright  life. 

Too  much  can  not  be  said  in  praise  of  the  effic- 
ient manner  in  which  Father  Desmedt  worked  for 
the  best  interests  of  his  parish.  He  was  a  remark- 
ably well  read  man  and  a  fluent  linguist,  being 
familiar  with  the  Greek,  Latin,  English,  French 
and  German  languages.  A  natural  mathematician, 
he  gave  to  this  science  especial  study  and  atten- 
tion, and  his  practical  ideas  concerning  it  were 
embodied  in  form  for  use  in  his  school.  A  man  of 
eloquence  and  broad  information,  he  was  frequently 
called  upcm  to  address  large  audiences  upon  mis- 
cellaneous subjects,  and  always  won  the  approval 
and  secured  the  deepest  interest  on  the  part  of  his 
auditors.  His  ministrations  gave  great  satisfac- 
tion, and  he  was  recognized  as  one  of  the  most 
faithful  pastors  ever  located  in  Cheboygan,  as  well 
as  one  of  the  finest  orators  in  Northern  Michigan. 


HENRY  A.  CUTLER,  who  for  two  terms 
rendered  efficient  service  as  Sheriff  of 
Lake  County,  was  born  in  Ionia  County, 
Mich.,  August  8,  1840.  He  is  the  son  of  Dexter 
Shepherd,  who  was  born  in  1811,  and  at  an  early 
age  was  left  an  orphan,  without  brothers  or  sisters. 
He  was  adopted  into  the  family  of  Abijah  Cutler, 
whose  surname  was  given  to  him  instead  of  his  own. 
In  Massachusetts,  the  state  of  his  birth,  he  was 
reared,  and  there  he  married  Miss  Sophia  Allen, 
also  a  native  of  the  old  Bay  State.  Coming  to 
Michigan  in  1838,  he  settled  on  a  farm  in  Otisco 
Township,  Ionia  County.  From  the  primeval  soil 
he  evolved  a  well  improved  estate,  and  there  he 
remained  until  1877,  when  he  removed  to  Lake 
County.  He  now  resides  in  Ellsworth  Township. 
The  mother  of  our  subject  died  when  he  was  a 
lad  of  seven  years,  and  at  her  demise  left  three 


children:  Mary,  who  married  William  Clark,  and 
resides  inKeene,  Ionia  County,  Mich.;  Henry  A.; 
and  Silas  W.,  who  enlisted  in  the  Third  Michigan 
Infantry  as  a  member  of  Company  C,  and  died  of 
typhoid  fever  while  in  service  at  Huntsville,  Ala. 
The  father  married  a  second  time,  choosing  as  his 
wife  Miss  Emaline  Slayton,  and  by  that  union  seven 
children  were  born,  viz.:  Frank,  Homer,  Thomas, 
William,  Emma,  Sarah  and  Minnie.  Mrs.  Emaline 
Cutler  departed  this  life  February  28,  1895.  In 
politics  the  senior  Mr.  Cutler  is  a  Democrat,  de- 
votedly attached  to  the  principles  of  his  party,  and 
upon  that  ticket  he  has  been  elected  to  a  number 
of  local  offices.  He  is  a  man  of  public  spirit,  quiet, 
industrious  and  energetic,  and  is  respected  among 
his  circle  of  associates. 

When  the  Civil  War  broke  out,  our  subject  was 
just  entering  manhood.  In  August,  1862,  he  en- 
listed as  a  member  of  Company  B,  Twenty-fifth 
Michigan  Infantry,  and  served  in  the  Union  army 
until  the  close  of  the  war.  Among  the  engage- 
ments in  which  he  participated  were  those  of  Green 
River,  Kingston,  siege  of  Knoxville,  Buzzard's 
Roost,  Resaca,  Kenesaw  Mountain,  Dalton,  Peach 
Tree  Creek,  Atlanta  Campaign,  Franklin  and  Nash- 
ville, besides  numerous  skirmishes  and  marches. 
Altogether  he  took  part  in  eighteen  pitched  bat- 
tles. From  the  ranks  he  was  promoted  to  Corporal, 
and  as  such  was  serving  at  the  time  of  his  discharge. 

Returning  to  Michigan  at  the  close  of  the  war, 
Mr.  Cutler  resumed  the  work  of  a  farmer.  In  1866 
he  married  Sarah  A.  Hunter,  who  was  born  in 
Pontiac,  Mich.,  and  is  a  daughter  of  William  G. 
Hunter.  In  1881  he  came  to  Lake  County,  and 
for  a  time  followed  various  occupations  and  was 
emploj^ed  by  contract.  He  established  his  home  in 
Luther,  near  which  he  purchased  some  land  and  im- 
proved a  farm.  Upon  the  Democratic  ticket  he 
was  elected  as  Sheriff  in  1890,  and  two  years  later 
was  re-elected,  serving  two  terms.  Prior  to  that 
he  held  the  oftice  of  Deputy  Sheriff.  For  three 
terms  he  was  also  Highway  Commissioner. 

Mr,  and  Mrs.  Cutler  are  the  parents  of  five  chil- 
dren, namel}^:  William,  a  resident  of  Luther; 
George,  the  present  Postmaster  at  this  place;  Hal, 
Mary  and  Ward,  who  are  with  their  parents.  So- 
ciall}^  Mr.  Cutler  belongs  to  the  Knights  of  the 
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Maccabees,  and  is  also  connected  with  the  Grand 
Army  of  the  Republic.  He  is  a  man  of  inflexible 
will,  great  energy  and  undoubted  probity,  and 
both  in  official  and  in  private  life  has  gained  the 
esteem  and  confidence  of  his  fellow-citizens. 
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eHARLES  W.  PERRY  is  President  of  the 
Clare  County  Savings  Bank,  which  was  or- 
ganized under  the  state  laws  in  July,  1891, 
with  a  capital  stock  of  $20,000.  It  is  the  only  in- 
stitution of  the  kind  in  the  village  of  Clare,  and 
its  average  deposits  are  about  $70,000.  From  the 
first  it  has  been  meeting  with  success,  has  regular- 
ly paid  its  dividends,  and  now  has  a  surplus  of 
$6,000  or  over.  The  building  in  which  the  bank 
is  located  is  owned  by  the  corporation,  and  Mr. 
Perry's  office,  which  is  over  the  bank  proper,  was 
fitted  up  and  arranged  cspecialh^  for  him,  and  is  by^ 
far  the  finest  oflfice  in  the  place.  As  he  has  been 
engaged  in  legal  practice  here  since  June  19,  1877, 
he  is  the  oldest  attorne}^  in  this  locality.  In  his 
pleading  of  a  case  he  makes  no  pretensions  to 
oratory,  but  confines  his  arguments  to  facts,  backed 
up  with  the  best  precedent  and  authority. 

Edmund  Periy,  our  subject's  grandfather,  was 
born  in  Rhode  Island,  and  came  from  the  same 
branch  of  the  family  as  did  Commodore  Perry,  the 
noted  naval  officer.  With  his  family,  Edmund 
Perry  removed  to  New  York  and  thence  to  Mich- 
igan, where  they  were  the  first,  with  one  exception, 
to  settle  in  Genesee  Count}',  and  indeed  there 
were  few  families  nearer  than  Pontiac.  He  im- 
proved a  half-section  of  land,  and  was  actively  en- 
gaged in  farming  until  shortly  before  his  death,  at 
the  age  of  eighty- five  years.  When  a  resident  of 
New  York  State  he  was  interested  in  woolen  and 
flouring  mills.  His  wife's  demise  occurred  some 
years  previous  to  his  own.  Eight  of  their  children 
grew  to  maturity,  and  Edmund,  Jr.,  the  father  of 
our  subject,  was  born  in  1814.  In  boyhood  he 
came  to  this  state,  and  though  he  was  then  a  frail 
youth,  while  the  other  members  of  the  family  were 


robust,  the  active  life  which  he  has  led  has  pro- 
longed his  days  up  to  the  present  time,  and  he  is 
now  in  his  eighty-first  year.  His  wife  was  a  Miss 
Clarisse  G.  Wilson,  a  native  of  Marshfield,  Vt. 
They"  were  married  in  Atlas,  Genesee  County, 
Mich.,  in  January,  1841,  and  have  since  resided  in 
that  county.  For  half  a  century  their  home  has 
been  on  one  farm,  comprising  one  hundred  and 
sixty  acres  of  well  improved  land,  on  which  stands 
their  substantial  residence.  The  mother  was  born 
in  April,  1822,  and  by  her  marriage  had  seven  chil- 
dren: Clarinda  K.,  wife  of  Joseph  Hobart,  a  farmer 
near  Atlas,  Genesee  Count}^;  Charles  W.,  of  this 
sketch;  Florence  E.,  who  is  still  living  at  home; 
Carrie  A.,  wife  of  Dr.  George  G.  Gordan,  of  De- 
troit; S.  Wilson,  who  is  unmarried  and  at  home; 
Frank  M.,  now  operating  the  old  homestead  on 
which  his  grandfather  settled  in  Genesee  County; 
and  one  who  died  in  infanc3^  The  father  has  held 
man 3^  township  offices  and  is  a  stanch  Democrat. 

Born  in  Genesee  County,  Mich.,  April  11,  1846, 
C.  W.  Perry  was  reared  on  the  farm.  He  received 
a  common-school  education,  to  which  he  added  by 
home  study.  After  teaching  school  for  several 
winters,  he  took  up  law  by  himself,  and  subse- 
quently entered  the  University  of  Michigan,  grad- 
uating from  the  law  department  in  1877.  In  June 
of  that  year  he  came  to  Clare,  which  has  since  been 
his  field  of  labor.  An  active  Democrat,  he  takes  a 
leading  part  in  political  campaigns,  though  he  has 
never  been  an  aspirant  for  public  office.  However, 
his  fellow-citizens  induced  Jiim  to  serve  as  the  first 
Mayor  of  Clare.  His  principal  attention  is  given 
to  civil  cases,  and  he  has  the  reputation  of  being 
the  owner  of  the  finest  law  library  in  the  county. 
It  was  in  March,  1885,  that  he  became  associated 
with  C.  H.  Sutherland  and  William  Wolskj^  in  the 
organization  of  the  Clare  County  Bank,  a  co-part- 
nership which  was  superseded  by  the  Clare  Coun- 
ty Savings  Bank,  upon  its  organization  in  1891. 
He  owns  a  good  farm,  which  he  is  interested  in 
improving.  The  Clare  Wooden  ware  Company  was 
organized  in  the  fall  of  1890,  and  incorporated 
with  a  capital  of  $30,000.  Mr.  Perry  was  at  once 
made  President  of  the  concern,  a  position  he  has 
since  held.  The  factory,  which  was  built  in  this 
place,  is  devoted  to  the  manufacture  of  tubs,  pails 
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and  other  articles  of  wooden  ware,  and  about  fifty 
hands  are  afforded  employment. 

In  1879  Mr.  Perry  married  Mrs.  Lizzie  A.  Mer- 
rill, whose  maiden  name  was  Hawkins.  She  was 
born  in  Ann  Arbor,  Mich.,  in  1844,  and  is  a  lady 
of  good  education  and  social  qualities.  She  pre- 
sides over  her  home  with  rare  dignit}^  and  grace 
and  takes  especial  pleasure  in  entertaining  her 
many  friends. 
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AMUEL  B.  ARDIS,  a  representative  busi- 
ness man  of  Lake  City,  was  City  Treasurer 
for  one  3  ear,  and  is  a  warm  supporter  of 
the  Republican  party.  He  carries  a  well  selected 
line  of  dry  goods,  clothing,  millinery  and  shoes. 
In  1883  he  came  to  this  city  and  opened  a  store, 
which  was  unfortunatelj'  destroyed  by  fire  only 
^ve  years  late)*.  Mr.  Ardis,  however,  is  of  that 
disposition  which  will  not  be  long  cast  down  by 
loss  and  discouragement,  and  the  same  year  he  re- 
built a  business  place  and  has  continued  in  the 
same  line  of  trade  as  formerly.  He  has  succeeded 
in  making  a  good  reputation  for  himself  as  a  man 
who  looks  out  for  the  wants  of  his  customers,  is 
courteous  and  affable  to  all,  and  gives  them  the 
best  values  obtainable  for  the  money. 

Our  subject  was  born  and  reared  in  County  Ar- 
magh, Ireland.  His  father,  William  Ardis,  was 
an  Englishman,  while  his  mother,  whose  name  be- 
fore her  marriage  was  Mary  Boyd,  was  of  Scotch 
birth.  The  father  was  engaged  in  farming  until 
shortly  before  his  death,  which  took  place  in  1889, 
when  he  was  in  his  seventy-ninth  year.  His  wife 
is  still  living  on  the  old  homestead  in  Ireland. 
They  were  members  of  the  Presbyterian  Church, 
and  industrious,  worthy  people.  Mark  Boyd,  the 
maternal  grandfather  of  our  subject,  was  born  in 
Scotland,  and  was  a  farmer  by  occupation.  He 
lived  to  attain  a  very  old  age,  his  death  occurring 
in  Ireland.  He  was  a  stanch  Presbyterian  and  a 
man  of  strong  religious  tendencies. 

The  education  of  Samuel  B.  Ardis  was  mainly 


obtained  in  the  Emerald  Isle.  He  started  out  to 
make  his  own  livelihood  when  he  was  fourteen 
years  of  age,  at  which  time  he  secured  a  position 
as  a  clerk.  He  set  sail  for  the  United  States,  as  he 
was  firmly  convinced  that  in  this  hospitable  land 
were  to  be  found  better  opportunities  for  a  young 
man  desirous  of  success  and  willing  to  work  for 
that  end.  Proceeding  to  Everett,  Mich.,  he  was 
given  a  position  as  a  clerk,  and  held  the  place  for 
three  years.  In  1883,  as  we  have  previously  stated, 
he  came  to  cast  in  his  lot  with  the  inhabitants  of 
this  cit}'-,  where  he  has  since  been  engaged  in  busi- 
ness. 

March  28,  1884,  Mr.  Ardis  was  united  in  mar- 
riage with  Miss  Mamie  Thompson.  They  became 
the  parents  of  four  children,  two  sons  and  two 
daughters,  Amy  Florence,  Everton  Loveil,  and 
two  who  died  in  infancy. 

Mr.  and  Mrs.  Ardis  are  members  of  the  Presby- 
terian Church,  and  the  former  is  now  serving  as 
Elder  of  the  congregation.  He  is  a  Master  Mason, 
belonging  to  Lake  City  Lodge,  A.  F.  &  A.  M.,and 
is  also  identified  with  the  Knights  of  the  Macca- 
bees. He  owns  a  pleasant  residence  propertj^  in 
this  city  in  addition  to  his  business  location,  and 
is  thoroughly  deserving  of  the  success  which  has 
crowned  his  efforts. 
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eHAUNCEYC.  JENCKvS,awell  known  mem- 
ber of  the  Bar,  practicing  his  profession  in 
Kalkaska,  located  here  in  1880,  and  is 
therefore  one  of  the  oldest  attorneys  of  the  county. 
In  1894  he  formed  a  partnership  with  Joshua  L. 
Boyd,  now  Prosecuting  Attorney  of  Kalkaska  Coun- 
ty, and  whose  sketch  will  appear  elsewhei^e  in  this 
volume.  Mr.  Jencks  has  long  taken  a  prominent 
part  in  the  civic  and  political  life  of  the  county, 
and  is  justlj^  regarded  as  one  of  the  foremost  law- 
yers of  this  portion  of  the  state. 

Our  subject  is  a  native  of  New  York,  and  was 
born  in  Dansville,  Livingston  Countj^,  June  25, 
1853.     His  parents  were  Hiram  C*  and  Rachel  (Sax- 
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ton)  Jencks,  also  natives  of  the  Empire  State,  and 
born,  respectivel3\  in  Livingston  and  Steuben  Coun- 
ties. In  tlie  year  1878  they  came  westward  to 
Michigan,  locating  in  Lenawee  County.  After  a 
residence  of  two  years  there,  however,  they  made 
their  advent  into  Kalkaska  County,  where  Hiram 
Jencks  became  the  proprietor  of  a  good  estate  and 
was  employed  as  a  farmer  until  his  decease,  in  July, 
1893,  aged  seventy-one  years.  The  mother  is  still 
living,  making  her  home  in  Kalkaska.  They  were 
botli  members  in  excellent  standing  of  the  Baptist 
Church,  in  the  faith  of  which  they  reared  their  two 
children.  Our  subject's  sister,  p]mma,  is  now  the 
wife  of  W.  M.  Soils,  of  Kalkaska. 

Chauncey  C.  Jencks  passed  his  boyhood  days  on 
his  father's  farm  in  New  York,  and  after  taking 
the  course  of  study  laid  down  in  the  common 
schools,  entered  the  State  Normal  at  Genesco.  Aft- 
er being  graduated  from  that  institution  he  taught 
school  for  about  twelve  years  in  his  native  state 
and  one  term  after  coming  to  Michigan.  Prior  to 
this,  however,  he  took  a  course  in  Eastman's  Com- 
mercial College,  of  Poughkeepsie. 

On  making  his  home  in  the  Wolverine  State, 
Mr.  Jencks  gave  his  attention  to  the  studj^  of  law, 
reading  in  the  office  of  Milton  M.  Perry,  of  Lowell. 
He  was  admitted  to  practice  at  the  Bar  of  Kalkaska 
in  1880,  which  place  he  has  since  made  his  home. 
After  following  his  profession  for  some  time  he 
abandoned  it  on  account  of  ill-health,  and  pur- 
chased an  interest  in  the  business  of  J.  N.  Morgan 
dkT  Co.,  after  which  the  firm  name  was  changed  to 
Ramsey,  Morgan  k  Jencks.  After  continuing  in 
this  connection  for  three  years  he  disposed  of  his 
interests  to  his  partners  and  returned  to  the  ranks 
of  his  profession,  and  has  ever  since  occupied  a 
pronjinent  place  in  their  midst. 

October  18,  1880,  Mr.  Jencks  and  Miss  Nettie 
M.  Kellogg  were  united  in  marriage.  The  lady 
was  born  in  Allegany  County,  N.  Y.,  and  came  to 
Michigan  in  1868  with  her  parents,  Albert  T.  and 
Jane  Kellogg.  The  family  at  once  settled  in  Kal- 
kaska Count}',  of  which  section  they  were  pioneers. 
Here  Mr.  Kellogg  opened  up  a  farm,  and  for  many 
years  was  engaged  in  its  operation.  Later  he  re- 
moved to  Kalkaska  and  established  in  the  mer- 
^aotile  business,     Mrs,  Kellogg  departed  this  life 


January  7,  1895,  greatly  mourned  by  her  family 
and  a  wide  circle  of  warm  friends. 

To  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Jencks  there  have  been  born  two 
children,  Leonacinie  and  Margaret.  They  move 
in  the  best  circles  of  society  in  the  place,  and  oc- 
cupy one  of  the  finest  homes  in  Kalkaska.  In  poli- 
tics our  subject  is  a  stanch  supporter  of  Republican 
principles,  and  has  been  Supervisor  of  his  township, 
Circuit  Court  Commissioner  and  a  member  of  the 
School  Board  for  thirteen  years.  For  eight  years 
he  held  the  office  of  County  School  Commissioner, 
and  is  at  present  the  Village  Attornej^  The  Jencks 
family  originally  came  from  England,  the  first  of 
the  name  to  make  their  home  in  America  being  the 
great-grandfather  of  our  subject,  who  settled  in 
Rhode  Island.  During  the  Revolutionary  War  he 
served  as  a  mechanic  m  the  ranks,  and  in  various 
ways  rendered  his  country  valuable  aid. 
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FRANK  L.  COTTER,  the  efficient  and  suc- 
cessful Principal  of  the  pubhc  schools  of 
McBain,  formerly  held  a  like  position  in 
the  Marion  schools  for  three  years.  He  is  a  native 
of  St.  George,  Ontario,  born  July  4,  1871,  and 
there  grew  to  manhood,  receiving  his  early  educa- 
tion. Subsequently  he  took  a  collegiate  and  nor- 
mal course  at  Gait,  Ontario.  After  his  graduation 
he  commenced  his  professional  career  at  Eldon,  in 
the  same  province,  and  taught  there  for  a  year. 
For  a  like  period  of  time  he  worked  in  a  printing- 
office,  and  was  editor  in  this  village.  He  owns  a 
good  residence  property  here,  and  has  made  for 
himself  a  reputation  as  a  man  of  ability  and  pro- 
gressive ideas. 

The  parents  of  our  subject  were  Dennis  and 
Margaret  (Sullivan)  Cotter,  natives  of  Cork  and 
Limerick,  Ireland,  respectively.  About  1850  the}' 
sailed  for  Canada,  and  on  arriving  in  Ontario  con- 
tinued there  to  dwell  for  upwards  of  thirty-eight 
years.  During  the  War  of  the  Rebellion  Mr.  Cot- 
ter served  for  three  years  as  a  member  of  Company 
G,  First  Michigan  Engineera.     When  tbe  wm'  had 
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closed  lie  returned  to  Canada  and  followed  his 
former  occupation  of  railroading.  About  1878  he 
received  a  terrible  injury,  which  crippled  him  for 
life.  He  fell  betw^een  the  cars,  the  wheels  passing 
over  his  feet,  but  fortunately  amputation  was  not 
deemed  necessary.  In  1888  he  came  to  Missaukee 
County  with  his  family,  buying  a  farm  on  section 
18,  Riverside  Township,  where  he  has  since  resided. 
He  and  his  wife  are  members  of  the  Methodist 
Church.  Dennis  Cotter  was  an  only  child,  and  his 
father  died  in  Ireland  many  years  ago,  in  middle 
life.  He  was  a  gardener  by  occupation, and  in  re- 
ligion was  a  Catholic.  The  father  of  Mrs.  Cotter 
was  William  Sullivan,  who  was  also  a  native  of  the 
Emerald  Isle,  and  in  his  religious  convictions  a 
Catholic.  Removing  to  Branch  ton,  Ontario,  he 
lived  there  for  about  fifteen  years,  then  coming  to 
the  United  States  and  passing  liis  last^^ears  in  Bos- 
ton, where  he  died  when  well  along  in  years. 

Frank  L.  Cotter  was  married  on  Christmas  Day, 
1893,  to  Miss  M.  Agnes  Clancy,  who  was  born  in 
St.  John's,  Mich.,  and  there  grew  to  womanhood. 
Her  parents  were  Dennis  and  Margaret  (Fl3^nn) 
Clancy,  who  are  members  of  the  Catholic  Church, 
as  is  also  Mrs.  Cotter. 

In  questions  of  national  importance  Mr.  Cotter 
uses  his  right  of  franchise  in  support  of  nominees 
of  the  Republican  party.  His  first  Presidential  bal- 
lot was  cast  in  the  election  of  1892,  for  Benjamin 
Harrison. 


NATHAN  L.  PARMATER,  M.  D.,  has  the 
distinction  of  being,  in  point  of  years  of 
practice,  the  oldest  ph\'Sician  in  Otsego 
County.  He  came  hither  in  April,  1873,  prior  to 
the  organization  of  the  county,  and  selected  a 
homestead  on  the  southeast  quarter  of  section  18, 
Livingston  Township.  In  the  fall  of  the  same  year 
he  was  joined  by  his  wife,  who  was  the  first  lady 
to  locate  on  a  homestead  in  this  localit^^  At  that 
time  there  were  no  settlers  in  the  township  and  but 
few  families  ir^  the  county.     His  was  the  task  of 


the  pioneer,  that  of  evolving  from  the  dense  forests 
a  comfortable  abode  and  of  assisting  in  the  mate- 
rial development  of  the  count3^  That  he  was  suc- 
cessful in  his  efforts  subsequent  events  have  clearly 
proved.  He  is  now  the  owner  of  one  hundred  and 
sixty  acres  of  farm  land,  containing  substantial 
buildings  and  other  improvements,  and  situated 
four  and  one-half  miles  from  the  village  of  Oay- 
lord,  which  was  platted  in  the  fall  of  1873.  In 
1888  he  removed  from  the  old  homestead  to  the 
adjoining  town,  and  here  he  has  since  continued 
the  practice  of  his  profession. 

In  the  village  of  Louisville,  St.  Lawrence  County, 
N.  Y.,  the  subject  of  this  notice  was  born  Septem- 
ber 2,  1835,  being  the  son  of  Charles  and  Rhoda 
(Stone)  Parmater,  natives,  respectively,  of  Massa- 
chusetts and  Vermont.  His  maternal  grandfather, 
Col.  Nathan  Stone,  served  in  the  War  of  the  Rev- 
olution, winning  in  that  conflict  the  title  by  which 
he  was  afterward  known.  The  father  of  our  sub- 
ject early  became  dependent  upon  his  own  resources, 
and,  leaving  home,  began  the  life  of  a  farmer. 
He  spent  his  entire  active  life  in  New  York,  with 
the  exception  of  two  years  in  Ashtabula  County, 
Ohio.  When  more  than  eighty  years  of  age  his 
death  occurred  in  St  Lawrence  County,  N.  Y.  His 
wife  had  died  man}^  years  previously,  at  the  age 
of  forty-nine. 

In  the  parental  family  there  were  five  sons  and 
three  daughters,  of  whom  the  eldest,  Charles,  died 
in  Tuscola  County,  Mich.;  Elizabeth  married  Asel 
Stafford,  and  died  in  Rock  County,  Wis.;  Eunice, 
Mrs.  George  Douglas,  died  in  Sauk  County,  Wis.; 
Rhoda  became  the  wife  of  Roswell  Stone,  and  died 
in  Rock  County,  Wis.;  John  W.  is  a  farmer  of 
Chesterfield  County,  Ya.;  William  is  engaged  in 
agricultural  pursuits  in  Otsego  County;  our  subject 
is  the  next  in  order  of  birth;  Harvey  W.,  the  young- 
est, died  during  the  Civil  War,  while  serving  in  an 
Ohio  battery. 

The  early  years  of  our  subject  were  uneven tfulh^ 
passed  upon  a  farm.  Until  the  age  of  twenty  his 
educational  advantages  were  limited,  but  he  then 
entered  an  academy  in  Ashtabula  County,  Ohio, 
and  for  some  time  therealter  conducted  his  studies 
with  diligence  and  success.  Soon  after  the  open- 
ing of  the  Civil  W^r,  in  Septen^ber,  1861^  he  t)§. 
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came  a  member  of  Company  E,  Twenty-ninth  Ohio 
Infantry,  and  served  for  three  years  and  ten 
months,  during  all  of  that  time  being  a  non-com- 
missioned officer.  The  first  important  engagement 
in  which  he  took  part  was  that  of  Winchester, 
March  23, 1862.  Then  followed  the  battles  of  Port 
Republic,  Ya.,  June  9;  Cedar  Mountain,  August  9, 
1862;  the  three-days  engagement  at  Chancel lors- 
ville,  May  1-3;  and  the  battle  of  Gettysburg,  July 
2  and  3,  1863. 

Soon  after  the  battle  of  Gettysburg,  our  subject 
was  sent  to  Ohio  to  secure  new  recruits,  and  re- 
joined his  regiment  in  December,  1863,  at  Lookout 
Mountain,  but  soon  afterward  returned  home  on  a 
veteran's  furlough.  He  took  part  in  the  Atlanta 
campaign,  and  after  the  fall  of  that  city  he  went 
to  the  sea  with  General  Sherman,  thence  journeyed 
northward  to  Washington,  and  in  April,  1865, 
participated  in  the  Grand  Review.  His  discharge 
was  received  in  July,  1865.  He  was  never  wounded 
but  once,  that  being  at  Port  Republic,  June  9, 1862. 

After  the  close  of  the  war,  our  subject  took  a 
course  of  lectures  in  the  Homeopathic  College  at 
Cleveland,  graduating  in  1867.  He  then  opened 
an  office  at  Conneaut,  Ohio,  but  in  1868  removed 
to  Reedsburg,  Wis.,  where  he  remained  one  year. 
On  coming  to  Michigan,  he  practiced  his  profession 
in  Genesee  and  Tuscola  Counties  before  locating 
in  Otsego  County.  While  at  Reedsburg,  Wis.,  he 
was  united  in  marriage,  in  the  spring  of  1869,  with 
Miss  Violet  A.  Tinkum,  who  was  born  in  St.  Law- 
rence County,  N.  Y.  They  have  one  child,  Yieva 
S.,  at  present  a  student  in  Albion  College. 

Socially  the  Doctor  has  been  Master  of  the  home 
Masonic  lodge.  In  the  Grand  Army  he  has 
served  as  Past  Commander  of  C.  F.  Doore  Post  No. 
61,  and  one  of  his  greatest  pleasures  is  to  meet 
with  the  veterans  of  the  war,  and  recall  the  thrill- 
ing experiences  of  those  days  of  civil  strife.  He 
is  a  stockholder  in  the  Savings  Bank  and  has  other 
important  interests  in  Gaylord.  He  is  a  man  whom 
his  fellow-citizens  respect  and  admire,  and  their 
opinion  of  his  ability  is  proved  by  their  frequent 
selection  of  him  as  their  representative  and  leader 
in  important  measures.  He  was  the  first  Probate 
Judge  of  Otsego  County,  and  upon  several  occa- 
aiona  filled  the  position  of  Township  Supervisor, 


and  a  member  of  the  Yillage  Council.  Few  men 
have  been  so  closely  identified  with  the  history  of 
Otsego  County  as  has  he,  and  his  name  is  entitled 
to  perpetuation  in  its  annais. 


0LARENCE  W.  CROMWELL,  a  prominent 
lumberman  of  McBain,  in  company  with 
his  father  and  brother,  established  a  large 
sawmill  here  in  the  spring  of  1891.  The  capacity 
of  the  two  mills  which  they  now  operate  is  about 
forty-five  thousand  feet  of  lumber  per  day,  and 
employment  is  given  to  about  seventy-five  men. 
The  firm  makes  a  specialty  of  all  kinds  of  dimen- 
sion stock,  in  maple,  cherry,  rock-elm  and  other 
hard  woods. 

The  paternal  grandfather  of  C.  W.  Cromwell 
was  born  in  Orange  County,  N.  Y..  but  was  of 
English  parentage.  He  owned  a  farm  near  New- 
burg,  on  the  Hudson  River,  and  lived  in  that  vi- 
cinity until  his  death,  which  occurred  at  a  good 
old  age.  His  family  numbered  twelve  children, 
five  sons  and  seven  daughters,  the  youngest  being 
Joseph  W.,  the  father  of  our  subject.  The  latter 
was  born  on  the  old  farm  in  Orange  County,  where 
he  passed  his  youth.  On  arriving  at  suitable  years 
he  married  Caroline  White,  who  was  born  in 
Georgetown,  D.  C.  Four  children  came  to  grace 
their  union,  namely:  Joseph,  \^ho  has  a  Govern- 
ment position  in  Washington,  D.  C;  C.  W.,  Will- 
iam O.  and  Irene.  Mrs.  Caroline  Cromwell  is  a 
daughter  of  Robert  White,  a  leading  man  and  mer- 
chant of  Georgetown,  D.  C.  He  was  an  enthusias- 
tic Methodist,  and  after  making  a  speech  in  a 
camp-meeting  in  which  he  said  that  he  was  ready 
to  die  at  any  time,  he  was  summoned  to  his  final 
rest,  being  then  over  eighty  years  of  age. 

In  1869  Joseph  W.  Cromwell  emigrated  to  Ft. 
Wayne,  Ind.,  and  engaged  in  the  lumber  business. 
He  had  previously  followed  that  trade  in  West 
Yirginia  for  eighteen  years.  With  his  faithful 
wife  he  is  still  living  in  Ft.  Wayne.  Religiously 
they    are   Presbyterians,  belonging   to   the   First 
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Church,  in  which  Mr.  Cromwell  has  been  an  Elder 
for  many  years.  His  father,  likewise,  affiliated 
with  that  denomination.  During  the  war  he  w^as 
Provost-Marshal  at  Fairmount,  having  been  ap- 
pointed by  Governor  Pierpont. 

The  birth  of  Clarence  W.  Cromwell  occurred  in 
Fairmount,  W.  Va.,  July  19,  1863,  but  from  his 
sixth  year  until  reaching  maturity  he  Jived  with 
his  parents  in  Ft.  Wayne,  receiving  a  good  com- 
mon-school education.  From  his  early  years  he 
has  been  interested  in  lumbering  with  his  father, 
and  is  thoroughly  acquainted  with  the  business. 
He  owns  farm  and  timber  lands  in  Missaukee  Coun- 
ty, and  several  residences  in  McBain,  but  i«  now 
making  his  home  at  Cadillac.  He  was  a  member 
of  the  Village  Board  for  one  term,  when  McBain 
was  incorporated,  and  uses  his  right  of  franchise 
in  favor  of  the  Democracy. 

On  the  18th  of  September,  1888,  our  subject  was 
united  in  marriage  with  Eloise,  daughter  of  Ash- 
ley C.  Perrin.  Mrs.  Cromwell  is  a  member  of  the 
English  Lutheran  Church  of  Ft.  Wayne.  She  is 
an  amiable  and  accomplished  lady,  who  presides 
over  her  husband's  home  with  grace  and  womanly 
tact. 

^^P > 


HON.  RE:UBEN  GOODRICH.  This  promi- 
nent resident  of  Traverse  Cit}^  comes 
from  a  remarkable  family  and  an  illus- 
trious ancestry,  whose  lineage  is  traced  back  many 
generations  to  the  owners  of  Goodrich  Castle,  in 
England,  the  old  feudal  home  of  the  Goodrich  race. 
This  castle  stands  on  a  commanding  eminence  near 
the  southeastern  extremity  of  the  countj^  of  Here- 
ford, near  the  borders  of  Wales,  on  the  eastern  bank 
of  the  River  Wye,  distant  sixteen  miles  from  Here- 
ford, and  four  from  Ross.  The  length  of  the  castle 
on  the  longest  side,  including  projections  of  the 
towers,  is  about  one  hundred  and  seventy  feet.  It 
had  two  massive  towers,  and  its  ruins  indicate  its 
strength  and  prominence. 

The  earliest  authentic  record  of  the  castle  is  of 
the  date  of  1204,  when  it  was  given  by  King  John 
to  William  Strigul,  Earl  Marshal,  to  hold  by  serv- 
13 


ice  of  two  knights'  fees.     His  son,  Walter,  Earl  of 
Pembroke,  died  there  in  the  year   1246.     It   was 
afterward  conveyed  through  a  female  representa- 
tive to  William  de  Valence,    Earl  of   Pembroke, 
whose  third  son,  Aymer  de  Valence,  became  his 
heir,  and  was  murdered  in  France  in  1323.     From 
him  it  passed  to  the  Talbots,  by  the  marriage  of 
Elizabeth    Comyn,    daughter   of   John,    with    Sir 
Richard,  afterward  Lord  Talbot,  who  procured  a 
license  from  Edward  III.  to  have  a  prison   there. 
This  Richard  was  a  renowned  statesman,  and  ex- 
pended a  considerable  part  of  the  ransoms  obtained 
from  prisoners  taken    by  him  in   French   wars  on 
the  improvement  of  Goodrich  Castle.    His  descend- 
ant, John  Talbot,  the  great  Earl  of  Shrewsbury, 
who  was  killed  at  the  battle  of  Costillion,  in  1453, 
is  styled  Lord  of  Goodrich  Castle  and  Orchenfield. 
On  the  breaking  out  of  the  Civil  War  in   1642, 
between  Charles  I.  and  the  Parliament,  a  great  effort 
was  made  by  both  parties   to  obtain  possession  of 
Goodrich    Castle.     It   was    first  seized  by  Parlia- 
ment and  occupied,  but  its  forces  were  soon  dis- 
lodged by  the  Royalists,  and  it  was  held  by   them 
under  command  of  Sir  Henry  Lingen.     [t  was  aft- 
erward besieged  by  the  Parliamentary  forces  under 
Col.  John  Birch,  and  after  a  stubborn  resistance  of 
nearly  two  months,  and  the  gallant  repulse  of  sev- 
eral assaults,  it  was  surrendered  to  him,  and  he 
recommended  that  the  Countess  of  Kent   be  noti- 
fied of  this   necessity,  and  satisfaction  be    made 
her;  and  on  the  1st  of  March,  1647,  resolved  that 
''Goodricli    Castle    he    totall}^    disgarrisoned    and 
abandoned."     The    order  was  executed,  and  the 
castle  left  in  ruins,  as  they  appear  now,  unchanged 
except  by  time  and  decay. 

During  the  Norman  conquest,  in  the  year  1066, 
the  land-owners  of  the  Goodrich  family  were  nu- 
merous. Their  Saxon  descent  renders  it  probable 
that  the  members  of  the  familj^  were  loyal  to  Eng- 
land and  followers  of  Harold,  and  in  consequence 
their  lands  were  forfeited  to  the  Conqueror  and 
confiscated.  There  were  five  settlers  of  the  name  in 
New  England  prior  to  1650,  viz.:  William  Good- 
rich, of  Watertown,  Mass.,  in  1636;  John  Good- 
rich, of  Watertown,  Mass.,  1637;  Richard  Good- 
rich, of  Guilford,  Conn.,  1639;  John  and  William 
Goodrich,   of  Wethersfield,  Conn.      William,  the 
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last-named,  was  the  progenitor  of  nearlj^  all  of  the 
name  in  America,  to  which  country  he  came  No- 
vember 10,  1643.  He  was  married,  in  1648,  to 
Sarah  Marvin,  and  admitted  as  a  freeman  of  Con- 
necticut May  15,  1656.  He  was  Deputy  from 
Wethersfield  in  the  grand  court  held  at  Hart- 
ford May  15,  1662,  and  also  served  on  the  grand 

Next  in  line  of  descent  came  David,  who  was 
born  May  4,  1667,  and  died  June  23, 1755.  Then 
followed  Josiah  Goodrich,  whose  birth  occurred 
June  15,  1690.  He  resided  in  Wethersfield  and 
Tolland,  Conn.,  and  died  September  13,  1731. 
Aaron,  the  next  in  line  of  descent,  was  born  Sep- 
tember 25, 1719,  resided  in  Hadley,  Mass.,  and  died 
January  28,  1769.  After  him  came  Aaron,  Jr., 
born  in  Hadley,  Mass.,  April  30,  1749.  He  re- 
mained with  his  parents  on  the  home  farm,  situ- 
ated on  the  east  side  of  the  Connecticut  River,  at 
the  north  end  of  the  present  site  of  the  village. 
Personally,  it  is  said  of  him,  that  he  was  a  man  of 
force  of  character  and  untiring  energy.  He  mar- 
ried Mary  Hamilton,  resided  in  Hadley,  his  native 
town,  and  died  April  14,  1776. 

The  son  of  the  above-named  gentleman,  Levi 
Hamilton  Goodrich,  became  the  father  of  our  sub- 
ject. He  was  born  in  Old  Hadley,  Mass.,  August 
24,  1774,  and  when  twenty-one  years  old  left  for 
the  West,  traveling  through  the  central  part  of 
New  York.  After  teaching  school  at  Hudson,  he 
went  to  Sempronius,  in  Cayuga  County,  on  what 
was  then  known  as  the  ''Owasco  Flats,"  but  is  now 
called  Moravia.  Both  before  and  after  his  mar- 
riage he  engaged  in  teaching  in  connection  with 
farming.  February  27,  1802,  he  married  Miss 
Eunice  Skinner,  who  was  born,  reared  and  edu- 
cated in  East  Windsor,  Conn.,  and  was  a  lady  of 
refined  and  noble  character,  fitted  to  be  the  help- 
mate and  counselor  of  her  husband.  She  taught 
the  first  school  ever  held  in  Moravia.  Her  death 
occurred  June  1,  1855,  in  Genesee  County,  Mich., 
at  the  advanced  age  of  nearly  eighty-three.  Late 
in  life  Levi  H.  Goodrich  sold  his  farm  in  New 
York  and  moved  to  Michigan,  where  he  remained 
until  his  death,  December  12,  1856. 

The  tract  of  land  in  Michigan  of  over  eleven 
hundred  acres  was  purchased  in   1835.     Upon  it 


the  family  settled  the  following  year.  There  were 
eight  children  born  unto  Levi  H.  and  Eunice 
Goodrich,  all  of  whom,  by  their  talents  and  influ- 
ential character,  are  worthy  of  more  than  passing 
notice.  Moses,  the  eldest,  was  born  December  5, 
1802,  and  died  in  the  latter  part  of  October,  1887. 
He  was  a  farmer,  devoted  to  that  calling,  in  which 
he  gained  success  and  a  handsome  fortune.  With 
his  brother  Enos,  in  September,  1835,  he  came  to 
Michigan  to  select  a  location  for  the  family.  They 
reached  the  then  nameless  wilderness  of  Atlas, 
Genesee  County,  where  they  secured  eleven  hun- 
dred and  twenty  acres.  In  November  they  re- 
turned to  New  York,  having  first  erected  a  log 
house,  which  was  roofed  with  shingles.  In  Feb- 
ruary, 1836,  Moses,  accompanied  by  his  brother 
Levi,  again  came  to  Michigan,  the  long  journey 
being  made  through  Canada  with  ox-teams,  seven- 
teen days  being  consumed  in  the  trip. 
•  The  second  member  of  the  parental  family, 
Eunice,  was  born  January  1,  1806,  and  died  in  in- 
fancy. Next  in  order  was  Aaron,  whose  birth 
occurred  July  6, 1807,  and  who  passed  from  earth 
June  24,  1887.  When  the  other  members  of  the 
family  emigrated  to  Michigan,  he  was  in  partner- 
ship with  the  famous  family  of  Wilkinsons  in 
their  extensive  iron  foundry  in  Buffalo,  where  he 
served  as  Alderman  while  Judge  Wilkinson  was 
Mayor  of  the  city.  Soon  after  the  family  came  to 
Michigan  he  severed  his  connection  with  the  Wil- 
kinsons and  followed  them  to  the  West,  but  later 
went  to  Tennessee,  settling  at  Dover,  the  county 
seat  of  Stewart  County.  There  he  gained  emi- 
nence as  an  attorney,  and  numbered  among  his  per- 
sonal friends  some  of  the  most  famous  men  of  the 
South,  among  whom  was  Andrew  Johnson, later 
President  of  the  United  States.  He  became  an 
active  member  of  the  Tennessee  Legislature,  and 
in  the  campaign  of  1848  was  nominated,  on  the 
Whig  ticket,  as  Presidential  Elector,  in  opposition 
to  Hon.  Isham  G.  Harris,  former  Governor  and 
present  United  States  Senator.  Successfully  elected 
to  that  position,  he  cast  his  vote  in  the  Electoral 
College  for  old  "Rough  and  Ready,''  the  hero  of 
the  Mexican  War. 

Soon  after  this,  Aaron   Goodrich   received  the 
appointment  of  Chief  Justice  of  Minnesota,  upon 
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its  territorial  organization.  After  years  of  service 
in  that  capacity,  during  which  time  he  saw  St.  Paul 
and  other  cities  spring  up  like  magic  around  him, 
he  retired  from  the  Bench.  Afterward  he  was  at 
the  head  of  a  (Seward)  Republican  delegation 
from  Minnesota  to  the  Chicago  convention  which 
nominated  Abraham  Lincoln  for  the  Presidency. 
Still  later  he  was  appointed  Secretary  of  the  Lega- 
tion to  Belgium,  and  filled  that  office  eight  years, 
during  the  full  terms  of  Lincoln  and  Johnson.  On 
his  return  to  the  United  States,  he  retired  from 
public  life  and  enjo3^ed  his  remaining  years  in  the 
seclusion  of  his  home  at  St.  Paul,  where  he  liad 
one  of  the  finest  libraries  in  the  countrj^  and  a 
rare  collection  of  old  and  obsolete  works,  collected 
in  eastern  countries. 

The  fourth  member  of  the  family  circle  was 
Eliza  Skinner  Goodrich,  who  was  born  September 
12,  1809,  and  died  March  3,  1874.  Although  she 
received  few  educational  advantages,  she  was  well 
informed  and  became  a  successful  teacher.  With 
the  money  thus  earned  she  located,  in  her  name, 
the  land  on  which  half  the  village  of  Goodrich 
now  stands.  In  her  old  age  she  was  surrounded 
by  the  comforts  she  had  gained  through  years  of 
industrious  effort  and  frugality. 

Levi  W.,the  fifth  member  of  the  household,  was 
born  August  2,  1811,  and  died  February  9,  1871, 
aged  fifty-nine  years.  He  was  less  robust  and 
strong  than  the  others,  lacking  their  remarkable 
powers  of  endurance.  Sixth  in  order  of  birth  was 
Enos,  born  August  11,  1813,  and  now  living  in 
Tuscola  County,  Mich.  He  was  for  many  j^ears 
prominent  in  public  affairs, and  is  one  of  the  most 
able  and  prominent  members  of  the  family.  In 
1846,  ten  years  after  coming  to  Michigan,  he  was 
elected  to  the  lower  house  of  the  State  Legislature. 
In  the  session  of  1847  he  took  an  active  part  in 
the  discussion  concerning  the  removal  of  the 
capital.  He  was  a  member  of  the  Committee  on 
Location,  and  all  members  thereof  except  himself 
signed  the  recommendation  to  retain  the  capital 
in  Detroit.  He  gave  in  the  minority  report  of 
one,  himself  only,  and  that  minority  report  proved 
to  be  in  favor  of  Lansing.  That  city  then  con- 
tained only  one  log  house  and  a  sawmill,  but  Enos, 
with    clear   judgment   discerning    future    needs, 


called  attention  to  the  necessity  of  a  central  loca- 
tion, and  his  wishes  carried  the  day.  When  the 
seat  of  government  was  changed  to  Lansing,  he 
was  chosen  to  represent  Genesee  County  in  the 
Senate.  Though  himself  a  Democrat,  he  was  elected 
by  the  combined  votes  of  Democrats  and  Whigs. 
While  in  the  Senate  he  held  the  position  of  Chair- 
man of  the  Committee  on  Incorporations,  and  was 
always  active  in  the  interests  of  his  constituents. 
Though  often  overtaken  by  misfortune,  he  has 
conquered  adversity  and  gained  a  fine  property 
through  his  determination  and  ability. 

John  S.,  the  seventh  in  respect  to  age,  was  born 
October  7,  1815,  and  died  October  15,  1851.  He 
was  born  in  the  wilderness  of  the  Niagara  frontier, 
in  Erie  County,  N.  Y.  He  had  no  love  for  farm 
work,  though,  in  obedience  to  the  wishes  of  his 
parents,  he  became  familiar  with  the  occupation. 
However,  his  aspirations  were  in  the  direction 
of  literature.  Books  were  his  favorite  study,  the 
pastime  of  his  leisure  hours.  History  and  poetry 
were  his  favorite  themes.  It  was  his  ambition  to 
become  an  attorney,  and  with  that  object  in  view 
he  became  a  student  in  the  office  of  Hon.  John  T. 
Bush,  of  Buffalo.  When  the  family  removed  to 
Michigan,  he  abandoned  his  studies  temporarily, 
but  as  soon  as  possible  entered  the  office  of  Hon. 
Alfred  H.  Hanscom,  of  Pontiac,  under  whose  guid- 
ance his  studies  were  completed.  As  a  member 
of  the  firm  of  Hanscom  &  Goodrich  he  became 
well  known  in  the  courts  from  Detroit  to  Saginaw. 
In  1851  he  w^as  elected  Circuit  Judge  of  his  dis- 
trict, and  was  serving  in  that  position  at  the  time 
of  his  death. 

The  eighth  member  of  the  family  group  was 
Reuben,  the  subject  of  this  sketch.  He  was  born 
in  Clarence,  Erie  County,  N.  Y.,  June  28,  1819, 
and  was  reared  on  the  home  farm,  having  limited 
opportunities  for  gaining  an  education.  In  child- 
hood he  was  a  pupil  in  a  primitive  log  school- 
house,  and  built  fires  in  order  to  pay  for  his  tui- 
tion. After  he  was  twelve  years  old  he  went  to 
school  but  two  months,  but  through  observation 
and  thoughtful  reading  he  gained  a  broad  and 
liberal  education.  In  boyhood  he  worked  hard, 
handling  logs,  driving  ox-te^ms  and  performing 
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the   various   duties    incident  to  farm  life  in  those 
days. 

When    our   subject    was    thirteen,    the    cholera 
broke  out  in  Buffalo,  where  it  was  extremely  diffi- 
cult to  get  supplies,  but  he  daily  made  his  trips 
with  the  products  of  the  farm  without  regard  to 
the  weather  or  cholera.     At  the  age  of  seventeen 
years  he  removed  to  Michigan,  where  he  has  since 
resided.     At   the   time  of  his  arrival  the  country 
was   in   the  infancy  of  its  civilization  and  its  his- 
tory, being  the  great  Michigan   Territory.     He  is 
one  of  those  early  settlers  who,  through  unremit- 
ting toil  and  great  hardship,  have  made  possible 
the  degree  of  leisure  and  culture  we  enjoy  to-day 
and   the   progress  of  science,  education  and  com- 
merce in  the  great  West.     Kone  of  the  pioneers  of 
Michigan    had   greater  faith  in  its  future  than  he, 
and  he  has  lived  to  see  his  hopes  realized  and  to 
know  that  in  this  great  transformation  he  has  been 
an  important  factor.    Many  were  the  trips  he  made 
to  Pontiac,  Birmingham  and  Detroit,  carrying  the 
products  of  the  farm, and  lumber  from  the  mill,  in 
exchange    for    merchandise,    thereby   aiding    the 
community  at  large,  who  depended  upon  the  farm- 
ers for   their  supplies.     As    time    passed    by  evi- 
dences of  civilization   increased  rapidly,  and  rail- 
roads   were    built.     In    1845    Enos    and    Reuben 
Goodrich  built  the  Goodrich  Flouring-mill,  which 
was  run   by  water-power.     Into  this  scheme  they 
put  every  energy,  and  by  working  early  and  late 
they  succeeded  in  establishing  a  large  trade  and 
excellent  credit. 

While  the  brothers  were  thus  engaged  the  State 
Banking  Law  went  into  effect,  and  so-called  "wild- 
cat money"  was  issued.  The  law  required  that 
the  issue  must  be  secured  by  one-third  the  amount 
of  issue  in  specie;  that  is,  they  must  have  one-third 
as  much  in  specie  as  they  issued  paper,  and  the 
Count}^  Judge  and  Clerk,  with  the  Sheriff,  were  to 
count  the  same  and  certify  to  the  fact.  It  so  hap- 
pened that  the  same  specie  was  used  for  the  estab- 
lishment of  many  different  banks,  and  the  security 
being  thus  found  insufficient,  the  law  was  amend- 
ed, requiring  real-estate  security  to  the  full  amount 
of  issue. 

Under  the  latter  law  the  Goodrich  brothers  con- 
cluded to  establish  a  bank,  and  made  a  mortgage 


of  real  estate  to  the  state  of  Michigan  for  that  pur- 
pose. They  opened  a  bank,  but  soon  the  banks 
commenced  to  fail  and  were  looked  upon  with  dis- 
favor, which  caused  them  to  call  in  the  issue,  pay 
up  all  claims  and  wind  up  the  bank.  The  banks 
were  required  to  pay  a  specific  state  tax  of  one  per 
cent,  upon  their  capital  stock,  and  Reuben  took 
the  necessary  specie,  $50,  in  a  canvas  bag  to  Gov- 
ernor Mason,  who  was  greatly  surprised,  and  in- 
quired if  the  folks  were  crazy  at  Goodrich,  add- 
ing that  it  was  the  onl}^  bank  in  the  state  that  had 
paid  the  specific  tax.  This  incident  illustrates 
something  of  the  business  fidelity  characteristic  of 
the  family. 

The  crisis  of  1857  swept  over  the  land  and  the 
most  of  the  earnings  of  twentj^  years  were  lost,  and 
this  it  was  that  dissolved  the  firm  of  E.  &  R.  Good- 
rich. Reuben  was  twice  honored  in  the  State  Leg- 
islature, being  in  1854  elected  from  Genesee  Coun- 
ty to  the  Senate,  where  he  served  for  two  years, 
associated  with  such  men  as  Austin  Blair,  George 
Jerome  and  O.  D.  Conger.  The  next  two  3^ears  he 
represented  the  First  District  of  Genesee  County 
in  the  House  of  Representatives,  and  took  an  act- 
ive part  in  electing  Zachariah  Chandler  to  his  first 
term  as  United  States  Senator. 

In  his  public  life  the  labors  of  Mr.  Goodrich 
were  characterized  by  the  same  energy  and  activ- 
ity that  marked  his  business  career  in  earlier  days, 
and  the  grand  old  county  of  Genesee  never  had 
cause  to  regret  the  choice  it  had  made.  At  that 
time  one  of  the  most  momentous  questions  the 
Legislature  had  to  deal  with  was  the  disposal  of  the 
swamp  lands,  about  eight  million  acres.  Assum- 
ing the  ground  that  these  lands  were  granted  by 
the  general  Government  and  accepted  by  the  state 
on  the  specific  condition  that  they,  or  their  pro- 
ceeds, should  be  expended  for  the  purpose  of  drain- 
age, until,  in  the  language  of  the  grant,  they  were 
rendered  "fit  for  cultivation,"  he  became  one  of 
the  foremost  of  that  band  of  northern  statesmen 
who  battled  against  the  fearful  odds  of  the  older 
counties,  that  were  determined  to  disregard  the 
obligations  of  the  grant,  and  throw  into  all  sorts 
of  pet  educational  colleges  the  whole  bequest. 
Such  an  act  would  have  been  a  palpable  breach  of 
trust  and  an  injustice  to  the  new  qounties,andyet 
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it  was  advocated  at  the  start  by  overwhelming 
numbers  from  the  populous  counties  of  the  South; 
and  in  spite  of  the  best  efforts  of  the  defenders  of 
northern  rights,  one-half  of  these  lands  were  taken 
from  one  trust  fund,  where  a  sacred  compact  had 
placed  them,  and  transferred  to  the  school  fund, 
where  the  plausible  plea  of  popular  education  had 
secured  them. 

In  the  organization  of  new  townships,  the  estab- 
lishment of  state  roads,  and  the  disposal  of  munifi- 
cent bequests  of  land,  which  Congress  had  granted 
to  the  state  for  railroad  purposes,  the  influence  of 
Mr.  Goodrich  was  always  on  the  side  of  the  front- 
ier settlers.  The  duties  of  Postmaster  at  Goodrich 
for  twelve  years,  and  various  other  local  offices, 
were  discharged  by  him  with  fidelity,  and  to  the 
general  satisfaction.  In  1859  the  flouring-mill 
was  disposed  of,  and  in  1860  our  subject  came  to 
Traverse  City  to  look  after  his  landed  interests. 
The  following  year  President  Lincoln  appointed 
him  Receiver  of  the  United  States  Land-oflfice,  but 
President  Johnson  removed  him  for  political  rea- 
sons. Later  he  was  re-appointed  by  President 
Grant,  holding  the  position  for  nine  years  alto- 
gether. He  has  shipped  large  quantities  of  wood 
to  Chicago,  and  established  distributing  points  at 
Sutton's  Bay,  Acme,  North  port  and  other  places, 
for  many  years  being  the  largest  dealer  in  wood  on 
Lake  Michigan. 

Mr.  Goodrich  still  takes  a  lively  interest  in  the 
road  question,  upon  which  he  has  spent  a  great 
deal  of  time  in  the  past.  He  was  one  of  three 
members  of  tlie  State  Highway  Commission  selected 
by  the  Governor  to  prepare  an  amendment  to  the 
Michigan  State  Constitution,  providing  for  a  coun- 
try road  system,  which  was  adopted  by  the  Legis- 
lature, also  by  the  popular  vote  at  the  state  elec- 
tion in  1893.  For  twenty-tliree  years  he  served 
as  Highway  Commissioner  of  the  town  of  Trav- 
erse. Front  Street,  now  the  main  thoroughfare  of 
the  place,  was  largely  made  under  his  supervision, 
from  the  removal  of  the  pine  stumps  to  its  present 
condition.  He  has  served  repeatedly  upon  the 
Board  of  Education,  and  is  now  a  member  of  the 
Village  Council.  He  has  been  active  in  political 
affairs  since  casting  his  ballot  for  William  Henry 
Harrison    for   the   Presidency    in   1840,  and  still 


keeps  up  a  lively  interest  in  such  matters,  and  has 
always  been  found  on  the  right  side  in  matters  of 
public  import.  In  1870  he  discontinued  his  mer- 
cantile business,  and  gave  his  attention  to  lumber- 
ing and  the  real-estate  business.  He  has  platted  a 
number  of  additions  to  Traverse  City,  and  is  now 
engaged  in  looking  after  his  realty  at  that  place. 
On  New  Year's  Day  of  1851  Mr.  Goodrich 
married  Miss  Eliza  J.  Eastman,  daughter  of  Maj. 
"Joe"  Eastman.  She  was  born  in  Granby,  Mass., 
in  1823,  of  good  old  New  England  stock,  which 
so  firmly  and  well  laid  the  foundation  of  our  na- 
tional prosperity.  Her  birthplace  was  two^  miles 
from  the  famous  Mt.  Holyoke  Seminary,  and  her 
father  helped  lay  the  corner-stone  of  that'noted 
institution  of  learning,  and  aided  financially  to- 
ward its  construction.  Four  children  were  born 
of  this  union.  Clara,  now  the  wife  of  C.  B.  At- 
wood,  of  Traverse  City,  has  two  children,  Clarence 
G.  and  Mary  E.  She  is  a  lady  ol  superior  refine- 
ment and  intelligence,  and  is  the  joy  and  solace  of 
her  parents  during  their  declining  years,  Mary 
Eastman,  the  second  daughter,  a  graduate  of  Oli- 
vet College,  and  a  lady  of  liberal  education  and 
broad  information,  died  February  6,  1890.  Charles, 
third  among  the  children,  died  March  16,  1887. 
He  was  a  graduate  of  the  State  Universitj'  at  Ann 
Arbor,  a  young  man  of  excellent  promise,  and 
married  Ella  Hunter,  also  a  university  student, 
who  bore  him  two  children,  Alice  and  Edith. 
Frank,  the  youngest  of  the  family,  is  a  skillful 
lumber  inspector  and  farmer  of  Long  Lake  Town- 
ship, Grand  Traverse  County.  He  married  Miss 
Myrtle  E.  Thompson,  of  Charlevoix  Count}'.  Our 
subject  has  never  identified  himself  with  any  se- 
cret organizations,  preferring  to  devote  his  time 
to  other  matters  he  deemed  more  important.  His 
wife  and  daughter  are  members  of  the  Congrega- 
tional Church  at  Traverse  City,  and  he  has  always 
taken  a  commendable  interest  in  the  affairs  of  that 
denomination,  being  a  generous  contriI)utor  to  its 
benevolent  enterprises  and  other  good  works. 


-^ 
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THOMAS  MOULTON.     With  the  rapid  and 
immense  growth  of  Traverse  City  and  the 
ever-increasing  demand  for  residences  and 
manufacturing    and    commercial   buildings,   con- 
tracting   and    building   interests    have   naturally 
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come  to  form  one  of  the  chief  industries  with  some 
of  its  residents.  One  of  the  leading  men  in  this 
business  is  Mr.  Moulton,  who  is  an  expert  work- 
man and  a  good  judge  of  materials  of  every  de- 
scription used  in  building. 

Ralph  Moulton,  father  of  our  subject,  was  a  sol- 
dier in  the  Confederate  service  during  the  late  war, 
and  was  killed  at  the  battle  of  Fair  Oaks,  after  be- 
ing in  the  army  for  many  years.  He  was  educated 
in  the  South,  and  there  all  his  interests  lay,  so  it  is 
but  natural  that  he  should  take  up  arms  in  defense 
of  what  he  considered  to  be  right.  He  was  a  car- 
penter by  trade  and  a  peaceable  and  law-abiding 
citizen.  He  married  Miss  Nancy  Hemby,  whose 
death  occurred  at  the  age  of  thirty- three  years. 

Our  subject,  who  was  the  only  child  born  to  his 
parents,  was  a  native  of  South  Carolina,  his  birth 
occurring  January  11, 1849.  His  parents  lived  in 
a  hotel,  and  Thomas  was  given  a  fair  opportunity 
for  obtaining  an  education,  which  privilege  he 
availed  himself  of  to  the  utmost.  He  started  out 
for  himself  when  but  fifteen  3' ears  of  age,  and  the 
first  place  we  find  him  was  in  the  rebel  army.  On 
the  establishment  of  peace  he  returned  home,  and 
later  made  his  way  to  New  York  State,  and  for  five 
years  worked  in  a  hotel  at  Randolph.  He  after- 
ward removed  to  Onondaga  County,  and  after 
some  years  spent  in  working  in  a  hotel  in  a  city 
there  came  to  Traverse  City,  and  for  the  past  thir- 
teen years  has  made  this  city  his  home.  He  at 
once  began  working  at  the  carpenter's  trade,  and 
although  having  had  no  previous  knowledge  of 
the  business,  was  a  genius  in  the  use  of  tools,  and 
very  soon  ranked  high  with  the  best  carpenters  in 
the  place.  He  worked  at  his  trade  steadily  and 
persistently  for  some  time,  when  he  began  con- 
tracting and  building,  first  in  a  small  way,  but 
soon  his  business  grew  to  large  proportions,  and 
he  is  now  proud  of  the  fact  that  he  has  erected 
many  of  the  finest  residences  and  business  houses 
in  the  city.  Among  the  latter  are  the  Hotel  Whi- 
ting, sometimes  spoken  of  as  the  Whiting  Block, 
and  Johnson's  drug  store. 

Mr.  Moulton  was  married,  in  1871,  to  Miss  Ada- 
line  Deyo,  a  native  of  Onondaga  County,  N.  Y., 
and  to  them  were  born  two  children,  Charles  and 
William,  the  former  of  whom  works  with  his  father 


at  his  trade.  In  politics  Mr.  Moulton  is  a  true- 
blue  Republican.  He  is  a  man  very  much  respected 
and  is  so  well  known  that  these  few  lines  will  find 
many  interested  readers. 


RILEY  MANES,  Sheriff  of  Otsego  County, 
was  first  elected  in  the  fall  of  1892,  and 
was  re-elected  in  the  year  1894.  He  is 
an  able  and  trustworthy  official,  and  one  who  is 
well  adapted  in  every  respect  for  his  present  posi- 
tion. In  an  official  capacity  he  has  shown  himself 
eminently  worthy  of  the  trust  reposed  in  him  by 
his  fellow-citizens  when  they  selected  him  for  this 
important  place,  as  he  discharges  his  duties  prompt- 
ly, without  fear  or  favor,  and  is  potent  in  preserv- 
ing law  and  order  within  his  jurisdiction. 

At  the  time  of  coming  to  Otsego  County,  in 
1879,  Mr.  Manes  settled  on  a  homestead  on  sec- 
tion 12,  Charlton  Township,  the  title  to  which  he 
proved.  After  seven  years  spent  there,  he  dis- 
posed of  the  property  and  removed  to  Elmira, 
where  he  engaged  in  the  livery  business  until 
1892.  Elected  in  the  fall  of  that  year  to  the  office 
of  Sheriff,  he  rendered  such  satisfactory  service 
that  he  was  re-elected  in  the  fall  of  1894.  In  ad- 
dition to  this  position  he  has  held  other  local  offi- 
ces, to  which  he  has  been  elected  upon  the  Demo- 
cratic ticket. 

In  Salem,  Allegan  County,  Mich.,  July  21,  1857, 
was  born  Riley,  son  of  Isaiah  and  Mary  (Johnson) 
Manes,  natives,  respectively,  of  Pennsylvania  and 
Ohio.  They  were  married  in  Ohio,  whence  they 
removed  to  Michigan  in  1854,  and  settled  on  a 
farm  in  Allegan  County.  After  some  years  de- 
voted to  the  improvement  of  their  homestead  in 
that  place,  they  disposed  of  it,  and  in  1879  re- 
moved to  Otsego  County,  where  they  continued  to 
reside  until  death.  Their  children,  six  in  number, 
were  named  as  follows:  James,  who  lives  in  Min- 
nesota;   Otho,  of  Otsego  County;  Mary,  who  mar- 
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ried  Joseph  White,  of  Montmorency  County,  Mich.; 
Alice,  wife  of  Joseph  Stanley,  also  of  Montmor- 
ency County;  Riley;  and  Ida,  who  lives  in  Mont- 
morency County,  and  is  the  wife  of  George  Menear. 

Our  subject,  who  is  the  next  to  the  youngest  of 
the  famil}^  was  reared  on  a  farm,  and  in  boyhood 
had  such  educational  advantages  as  the  common 
schools  of  the  locality  afforded.  His  home  con- 
tinued to  be  in  Allegan  County  until  he  removed 
to  Otsego  County,  and,  being  a  native-born  son  of 
Michigan,  he  is  naturally  greatly  interested  in 
everything  connected  with  the  welfare  of  the 
place.  On  the  1st  of  May,  1884,  he  was  united  in 
marriage  with  Miss  Delia  Buckman,  who  was  born 
in  Berrien  County,  Mich.,  and  is  a  lady  of  amiable 
and  refined  character.  They  have  an  adopted 
daughter,  Anna. 

In  social  circles  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Manes  stand  well, 
and  have  many  warm  friends,  as  they  possess  to  a 
large  extent  those  traits  of  character  that  indicate 
true  natures  and  command  regard  and  confidence. 
Fraternally  our  subject  is  numbered  among  the 
members  of  the  Masonic  lodge  at  Gaylord,  and  he 
is  also  identified  with  the  Knights  of  Pythias.  He 
ranks  among  the  most  prominent  citizens  of  Gay- 
lord,  and  his  genial  manner  and  accommodating 
ways  have  won  for  him  many  friends  who  hold 
him  in  high  regard. 


T7^  MMETT  HAGADORN,  a  successful  busi- 
ly C)  ness  man  of  Fife  Lake,  is  an  example  of 
what  may  be  accomplished  by  well  directed 
effort  and  properly  applied  energy.  He  is  a  self- 
made  man  in  the  truest  sense,  having  worked  his 
way  up  by  the  most  diligent  and  tireless  effort  to 
a  position  of  prominence  and  influence  in  his  com- 
munity. He  came  to  this  place  in  1873,  and  dur- 
ing the  intervening  years  he  has  won  the  confi- 
dence of  all  who  know  him,  and  now  receives  a 
large  income  from  his  trade.  In  his  general  store 
may  be  found  a  full  line  of  groceries,  hardware, 
dry  goods,  clothing,  hats  and  caps,  boots  and  shoes, 


etc.  He  is  also  interested  in  the  handling  of  grain 
and  lumber,  and  has  money  invested  m  a  factory 
where  broom  handles  and  similar  lines  of  wooden- 
ware  are  the  principal  output. 

The  maternal  grandfather  of  our  subject,  Dou- 
gal  D.  Cameron,  was  the  second  man  to  settle  in 
Hornellsville,  N.  Y.  Hiram  Hagadorn,  our  subject's 
father,  married  Lydia  T.  Cameron,  of  Hornellsville, 
who  was  a  member  of  the  illustrious  Cameron  fam- 
ily of  Pennsjdvania,  and  was  in  the  same  line  of 
descent  with  Senator  Don  C.  Cameron.  Hiram 
Hagadorn  was  a  carpenter  by  trade,  and  success- 
fully followed  his  calling  during  his  active  life. 
His  death  occurred  at  the  age  of  seventy-eight 
years.  To  his  union  with  Miss  Cameron  there 
were  born  six  children,  as  follows:  Christina,  Mrs. 
Gregory,  of  Grand  Rapids,  Mich.;  Ira,  of  Arkport, 
N.  Y.;  Rachael,  Mrs.  F.  Tubhs,  of  Grand  Rapids; 
Charles,  of  Troy,  Pa.;  Jennie,  Mrs.  Leveridge,  of 
Hornellsville;  and  Emmett. 

The  youngest  child  of  his  parents,  our  subject 
was  born  in  Hornellsville,  Ma^^  22, 1857,  and  spent 
the  early  years  of  his  boyhood  in  the  place  of  his 
birth.  He  attended  the  schools  there  until  twelve 
years  of  age,  at  which  time  he  came  to  Michigan, 
and  for  a  year  was  employed  at  Manistee.  He 
then  returned  to  Hornellsville,  and  was  in  a  whole- 
sale and  retail  clothing-house  until  1873,  when  he 
came  to  Fife  Lake.  His  first  position  was  that  of 
a  clerk  for  C.  C.  Bailey  in  a  general  store.  He 
served  for  five  years  in  that  capacity,  and  became 
deservedly  popular.  He  was  faithful  to  his  em- 
ployer's interests,  was  a  good  salesman,  and  rap- 
idly acquired  a  practical  knowledge  of  the  business. 
In  the  spring  of  1878  Mr.  Hagadorn  went  to 
Deadwood,  Dak.,  returning  in  the  fail  to  Fife  Lake 
and  entering  the  employ  of  F.  A.  Eckenfels  &  Co. 
as  clerk  and  bookkeeper.  After  four  years  in 
that  position  he  went  on  the  road  selling  groceries 
for  Cody,  Ball  &  Co.,  wholesale  grocers  of  Grand 
Rapids,  with  whom  he  remained  for  six  months. 
Then,  going  to  Traverse  City,  he  was  in  business 
there  for  one  year  as  a  member  of  the  firm  of 
Hagadorn  &  Smith,  dealing  principally  in  grocer- 
ies, hats  and  caps,  and  gents'  furnishing  goods. 
As  he  prospered,  he  concluded  to  start  a  branch 
store  here,  and  when  a  year  had  elapsed  he  bought 


358 


PORTRAIT  AND   BIOGRAPHICAL   RECORD. 


out  his  partner's  interest,  and  has  since  conducted 
the  business  for  himself.  He  liad  only  $250  in 
cash  with  which  to  purchase  stock,  but  borrowed 
$1,000  on  his  note,  and  went  to  work  with  a  will 
to  pay  off  his  indebtedness.  This  he  accomplished 
within  a  reasonable  period,  and  from  time  to  time 
he  has  added  to  the  stock  and  increased  the  mag- 
nitude of  the  business  until  it  has  reached  its  pres- 
ent large  proportions. 

The  marriage  of  Mr.  Hagadorn  in  1879  united 
him  with  Miss  Alzada  Clark*  a  native  of  Ohio. 
They  have  only  one  child,  Maude,  who  is  now 
fourteen  years  of  age.  In  regard  to  questions  of 
political  movements  and  the  issues  of  the  age  Mr. 
Hagadorn  uses  his  influence  in  behalf  of  the  Re- 
publican party.  He  takes  a  commendable  interest 
in  whatever  relates  to  the  public  good,  and  fre- 
quently attends  county  and  state  conventions. 
Socially  he  is  a  Master  Mason,  and  is  Past  Chief 
Patriarcli  of  the  Independent  Order  of  Odd  Fel- 
lows. 


:0#(^ 


F 


RANK  A.  JENLSON.  The  general  mer- 
cantile establishment  at  Manton  of  which 
Mr.  Jenison  is  the  proprietor  has  enjoyed 
a  steady  increase  in  prosperity'  and  popularity 
since  its  inception  in  1877.  The  store  building  is 
130x40  feet  in  dimensions,  and  is  stocked  with  a 
complete  assortment  of  merchandise,  including 
everything  to  be  found  in  a  first-class  village  store. 
Through  the  uniform  reliability  of  his  transactions 
and  the  courtesy  of  his  manner,  the  owner  has 
gained  the  friendship  of  the  people,  and  is  recog- 
nized as  a  shrewd,  honest  and  energetic  merchant. 
Not  only  is  he  the  oldest  general  merchant  in  this 
place,  but  he  also  carries  the  largest  stock  of  goods 
of  any  establishment  here. 

The  father  of  our  subject,  Hiram  Jenison,  was 
born  in  St.  Lawrence  County,  N.  Y.,May  11,  1813, 
and  was  reared  upon  a  farm  in  the  Empire  State. 
In  1834  he  came  West  to  Michigan,  and  secured 
employment  as  a  laborer  in  the  pine  woods,  re- 


ceiving $12  per  month.  In  the  spring  of  1835  he 
became  foreman  for  his  employer.  Later  he  pur- 
chased a  tract  of  timber-land,  and  commenced  the 
task  of  developing  and  improving  a  farm.  Through 
his  energy  and  industry  this  property,  consisting 
of  three  hundred  and  sixty  acres,  m  time  became 
one  of  the  most  valuable  farms  in  all  that  region. 
In  addition  to  agriculture,  he  was  also  engaged  in 
the  lumber  business,  establishing  yards  in  several 
cities  and  manufacturing  lumber  upon  an  extent 
sive  scale.  He  furnished  supplies  for  the  Hol- 
landers who  resided  in  his  community,  and  was 
their  adviser  and  assistant,  standing  high  in  their 
regard.  In  his  business  transactions  he  was  very 
successful,  but  met  with  reverses,  losing  consider- 
able property  through  fire,  and  also  by  endorsing 
notes,  which  he  was  compelled  to  pay.  His  fellow- 
citizens,  who  entertained  for  him  the  highest  re- 
spect, frequently  elected  him  to  local  offices  of  trust, 
and  he  also  represented  them  in  the  Michigan  Leg- 
islature, being  a  member  of  the  first  session  that 
met  in  Lansing.  He  continued  to  make  his  home 
in  Ottawa  County  until  his  death,  which  occurred 
in  1889.  His  wife,  who  bore  the  maiden  name  of 
Mary  Berdsley,  was  born  in  Oenesee  County,  N.  Y., 
and  died  in  Ottawa  County,  Mich.,  in   May,  1891. 

In  the  family  of  Hiram  Jenison  there  were  eight 
children,  namely:  Frank  A.,  the  subject  of  this 
notice;  Mary,  wife  of  Henry  Sweet,  of  Ottawa 
County;  Anson,  of  Chicago;  Mrs.  Sarah  Shumaker; 
Eugene,  who  resides  on  the  old  homestead;  Delia, 
wife  of  Star  Ethridge,  of  Grand  Rapids;  Douglas, 
who  lives  in  Eugene;  and  Willis,  who  died  in  early 
manhood.  The  Jenison  family  is  of  English  ex- 
traction, and  was  founded  in  this  country  by  two 
brothers,  who  came  from  England  in  the  same  ship 
that  brought  Governor  Winthrop  to  America. 

In  Ottawa  County,  Mich.,  where  he  was  born 
November  15,  1842,  our  subject  passed  the  early 
years  of  his  life.  After  completing  the  studies  of 
the  common  schools,  he  attended  for  one  year  the 
University  of  Michigan  at  Ann  Arbor.  When 
nineteen  years  old  he  went  to  Chicago,  where  he 
worked  in  a  lumber-yard  owned  by  his  father. 
After  one  year  there,  he  went  to  Princeton  and 
closed  out  a  lumber  business  for  his  father.  He 
then  went  to  Grand  Rapids,  Mich.,  and  secured  a 


JAMES  R.  ADSIT. 


PORTRAIT  AND   BIOGRAPHICAL  RECORD. 


361 


position  as  a  clerk  in  a  dry-goods  store.  In  June, 
1864,  be  opened  a  general  store,  which  he  eon- 
ducted  until  he  came  to  Man  ton, 

July  2,  1865,  occurred  the  marriage  of  Mr.  Jeni- 
ison  and  Miss  Mattie  Pel  ton.  This  lady  was  born 
in  New  York  and  accompanied  her  father's  family 
to  Canada,  coming  thence  to  Michigan,  where  she 
has  since  lived.  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Jenison  have  no  chil- 
dren of  their  own,  but  are  rearing  an  adopted 
daughter,  Kittie.  As  a  member  of  the  Democratic 
party,  Mr.  Jenison  takes  a  great  interest  in  poli- 
tics, and  is  well  posted  concerning  public  affairs. 
He  has  served  as  President  and  Treasurer  of  the 
village,  and  as  a  member  of  the  School  Board. 
Socially  he  is  a  Knight-Templar  Mason,  and  is  a 
member  of  the  Mystic  Shrine. 

The  success  which  has  come  to  Mr.  Jenison 
proves  his  energy  of  character,  and  also  the  oppor- 
tuoities  afforded  to  business  men  in  Northern 
Michigan.  At  the  time  he  came  to  Manton  he 
had  a  stock  valued  at  only  $690,  and  on  this  he 
owed  $90.  Beyond  that  he  had  nothing.  His 
present  possessions  have  been  gained  since  coming 
here.  He  has  conducted  his  business  upon  con- 
servative methods,  never  plunging  into  uncertain 
speculations,  but  paying  casii  for  all  goods  that 
enter  his  stdre.  It  is  this  method  of  conducting 
business  to  which  he  owes  his  success  and  his  repu- 
tation as  a  reliable  and  progressive  merchant. 


IM^ 


JAMES  R.  ADSIT.  There  are  few  professions 
which  require  the  amount  of  diligent  study 
and  general  information  that  are  essential  to 
the  successful  practice  of  law.  To  master 
legal  terms  understandingly  one  must  first  possess 
a  good  education,  and  in  addition  to  this  must 
have  great  concentration  of  thought.  What  could 
call  forth  more  admiration  than  a  forcible  speech 
well  delivered,  or  appeal  more  earnestly  to  the 
human  heart  than  an  enthusiastic  defense  of  some 
poor  man  whose  chances  for  living  depend  entirely 
upon   his  attorney's  eloquence?     Among  the  gen- 


tlemen who  fully  realized  the  importance  of  this 
calling  and  added  dignity  to  the  profession  was 
James  R.  Adsit,  attorney-at-law   of  Traverse  City. 

Nathaniel  Adsit,  the  father  of  our  subject,  was  a 
native  of  New  York  State,  and  died  when  about 
seventy  years  of  age.  His  wife,  Margaret,  was  a 
native  of  New  York,  and  died  after  attaining  lier 
sixty-first  year.  They  became  the  parents  of  three 
children,  of  whom  John  is  a  lumber  inspector  in 
Albany,  N.  Y.,  and  Charles  is  deceased. 

The  original  of  this  sketch  was  born  in  Alps, 
Rensselaer  County,  N.  Y.,  October  18,  1856.  He 
was  brought  up  on  his  father's  farm  in  that  sec- 
tion, but  as  his  parents  were  very  poor,  he  early 
in  life  commenced  to  make  his  own  way  in  the 
vvorld.  During  his  early  years  he  had  little  oppor- 
tunity of  attending  school,  as  when  a  lad  of  twelve 
he  was  obliged  to  commence  work.  However,  he 
studied  during  the  evenings,  and  when  sixteen 
years  old  was  prepared  to  enter  the  normal,  where 
he  took  a  course  of  training.  He  seemed  to  have 
a  natural  inclination  for  the  legal  profession,  but 
was  at  times  greatly  discouraged  in  taking  the  steps 
toward  accomplishing  his  heart's  desire,  as  bis  par- 
ents could  not  see  the  way  clear  to  give  him  the 
necessary  education.  He  made  a  way  for  himself, 
however,  and  by  being  studious  and  employing 
every  leisure  moment  over  his  books,  finally  suc- 
ceeded. 

On  attaining  his  majority,  Mr.  Adsit  came  to 
Grand  Traverse  County,  where  he  worked  at  what- 
ever he  could  find  to  do,  sometimes  teaching 
school,  and  at  other  times  working  in  the  lumber 
districts,  chopping  logs,  etc.  In  that  way  he  se- 
cured the  means  with  which  to  procure  books  and 
inform  himself  in  the  profession  which  he  had  de- 
termined to  follow.  He  was  very  bright  and  apt 
in  all  that  he  undertook,  and  finally  was  taken 
into  the  law  office  of  Hatch  &  Davis  in  this  city, 
under  whose  instruction  he  read  Blackstone  for 
two  years.  Later  he  attended  the  law  department  ' 
of  the  Michigan  University  at  Ann  Arbor,  taking 
the  course  of  two  years  in  one. 

Upon  completing  his  legal  studies,  Mr.  Adsit 
was  admitted  to  practice,  in  September,  1882,  and 
immediately  opened  an  office  in  Traverse  City.  A 
short  time  thereafter  he  formed  a  partnership  with 
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T.  W.  Brown,  but  the  connection  was  dissolved 
after  a  twelvemonth,  after  which  time  he  car- 
ried on  business  alone.  It  was  not  long  before  he 
rose  to  the  topmost  round  among  his  professional 
brethren  in  this  section,  and  the  manner  in  which 
he  gained  this  position  could  not  do  otherwise  than 
call  forth  the  admiration  of  all  who  knew  him. 
He  possessed  a  retentive  memory,  which  was  of 
great  assistance  to  him  in  winning  many  important 
cases.  He  was  eloquent  when  addressing  the  jury, 
respectful  in  his  remarks  to  the  judge,  and  alto- 
gether a  gentleman  of  unusual  abilit}^  in  his  par- 
ticular line. 

James  R.  Adsit  was  married,  August  21, 1883,  to 
Miss  Jennie  Hobbs,  a  native  of  Ontario,  Canada. 
She  is  the  daughter  of  Rowland  and  Sarah  Hobbs, 
who  made  their  advent  into  the  States  when  Mrs. 
Adsit  was  three  years  of  age.  Her  mother  died  in 
1884,  aged  fifty-tw^o  years,  and  her  father  passed 
away  in  1891,  at  the  age  of  sixty-four.  She  is  a 
lady  of  refinement  and  intelligence,  and  moves  in 
the  best  circles  of  society  in  the  county.  She  has 
four  brothers  and  sisters,  all  of  whom  live  in  this 
city. 

To  our  subject  and  his  wife  there  w^ere  born  four 
children,  bearing  the  respective  names  of  Emma, 
Margaret,  Sarah  and  Edward.  They  are  all  bright 
children,  and  occupy  with  their  mother  a  beautiful 
residence  on  Washington  Street.  Mr.  Adsit  de- 
parted this  life  February  10,  1892,  greatly  mourned 
by  a  wide  circle  of  friends  and  acquaintances.  In 
his  death  the  profession  was  deprived  of  one  of 
its  brightest  lights,  and  the  community  suffered  a 
sad  loss.  He  was  a  member  of  the  Baptist  Church, 
and  w^as  a  Christian  gentleman  in  every  sense  of 
the  term. 


WILLIS  W.  VAUGHN.  The  business 
men  of  Northern  Michigan  area  power 
which  cannot  be  ignored  in  studying 
the  history,  commercial  or  social,  of  this  section  of 
the  state.  To  every  department  of  activity  they 
impart  a  vitality  which  is  productive  of  great  re- 
sults.    As  a  class  they  have  added  greatly  to  the 


financial  strength  of  their  communities,  and  have 
promoted  the  commercial  importance  of  the  slate. 
Their  probity  and  enterprise,  their  intelligence  and 
united  efforts  for  the  upbuilding  of  its  business  in- 
terests, have  been  a  power  which  cannot  be  lightly 
estimated. 

As  a  prominent  representative  of  this  class  men- 
tion should  be  made  of  W.  W.  Vaughn,  one  of  the 
pioneers  of  Roscommon,  and  manager  of  the  elec- 
tric-light plant  at  this  place.  He  came  here  in  the 
spring  of  1876,  at  which  time  he  was  employed  as 
inspector  of  logs  and  lumber.  Seven  years  were 
spent  in  that  way,  after  which,  associated  in  part- 
nership with  A.  A.  Griffin,  he  dealt  in  logs,  timber 
and  timber-lands  for  about  three  years,  the  firm 
doing  a  very  successful  business.  Afterward,  in 
connection  with  other  gentlemen,  he  built  a  saw^- 
mill  and  cut  a  large  number  of  logs,  but  there  was 
not  a  sufficient  amount  of  snow  to  permit  of  haul- 
ing the  logs  to  the  mill,  and  in  the  summer  of  the 
following  year  fire  destroyed  the  logs  and  mill 
property,  entailing  a  heav}^  loss.  Later  he  invest- 
ed with  others  in  a  planing-mill  and  electric-light 
plant,  in  which  he  has  since  been  interested. 

Born  in  Saginaw,  Mich.,  November  15,  1853, 
our  subject  is  the  son  of  Capt.  Levi  W.  and  Lau- 
rene  E.  (Baldwin)  Vaughn,  natives  of  New  York 
State.  His  father  came  to  Michigan  in  early  man- 
hood and  became  a  lumberman.  Later  he  removed 
to  Kewaunee,  Wis.,  and  while  there  enlisted  in  the 
Union  service,  becoming  Captain  of  Company  E. 
At  the  battle  of  Corinth,  in  which  he  was  acting 
Colonel,  he  was  fatally  wounded  and  died  the  same 
day.  His  widow  is  still  living  and  makes  her 
home  in  Flint,  this  state.  They  were  the  parents 
of  three  children,  of  whom  Willis  W.  is  the  eldest. 
Alida,  the  elder  daughter,  married  J.  A.  Jones,  and 
died  at  Flint,  Mich.;  Carrie  became  the  wife  of 
Fred  Kilgore,  and  died  at  Toronto,  Canada,  in 
1894. 

Seven  years  of  our  subject's  childhood  were 
passed  in  Wisconsin,  from  which  state  he  returned 
with  his  widowed  mother  to  Flint,  Mich.,  and  there 
grew  to  manhood,  attending  for  some  years  the 
schools  of  that  city.  Since  starting  out  in  business 
for  himself  he  has  engaged  in  lumbering.  His  mar- 
riage, in  Bay  City,  Mich.,  united  him  with  Mollie 
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Glenn,  and  they  are  the  parents  of  seven  children, 
namely:  Herbert,  Zoa,  Edith,  Blanche,  Charles, 
Ned  and  Warren.  The  father  and  his  children  are 
all  accomplished  musicians,  and  they  have  a  home 
orchestra,  playing  all  the  latest  selections. 

Mr.  Vaughn  is  influential  in  the  ranks  of  the 
Republican  party,  which  embodies  in  its  declara- 
tions the  principles  he  believes  best  adapted  to  the 
progress  of  our  nation.  He  has  at  different  times 
been  called  upon  to  represent  his  fellow-citizens  in 
various  local  offices  of  trust,  and  has  been  honored 
by  them  with  the  highest  office  in  their  power  to  be- 
stow, that  of  Mayor.  Socially  he  is  identified  with 
the  Knights  of  the  Maccabees.  He  takes  a  lively 
interest  in  everything  pertaining  to  the  welfare  of 
Northern  Michigan,  and  especiall}^  the  progress  of 
the  village  where  he  resides.  His  support  may  al- 
ways be  relied  upon  in  behalf  of  progressive  meas- 
ures, and  any  project  for  the  advancement  and  de- 
velopment of  the  resources  of  this  section  of  the 
state  is  sure  of  his  hearty  sympathy  and  active 
co-operation.  He  is  quite  a  mechanical  genius,  and 
has  perfected  a  successful  method  of  utilizing  an 
arc  circuit  for  incandescent  lights — something 
never  before  successfully  operated. 


r~y  EORGE  p.  HUMPHREY.  This  well  known 
Vlf  insurance  and  real-estate  agent  of  Cheboy- 
gan was  born  in  Perry,  Wyoming  County, 
N.  Y.,  May  14,  1843.  He  is  the  son  of  Thomas 
Humphrey,  a  native  of  Yorkshire,  England,  who 
settled  in  New  York  at  twenty  years  of  age,  and 
in  Canandaigua,  that  state,  married  Miss  Sarah, 
sister  of  Watt  Sherman,  a  retired  banker  of  New 
York.  When  our  subject  was  a  child  of  five  years 
the  family  came  to  Michigan  and  secured  a  tract 
of  Government  land  at  Okemos,  Ingham  County, 
where  his  boyhood  years  were  principally  spent. 
At  the  age  of  fourteen  he  entered  the  Michigan 
Agricultural  College,  three  miles  east  of  Lansing, 
of  which  he  became  one  of  the  first  students.  After 
three   years  in   that  institution,   he   entered  the 


State  Normal  at  Ypsilanti,  when  seventeen  years 
old,  but  later  returned  to  the  Agricultural  College. 
With  a  number  of  other  students,  he  enlisted  in 
June,  1862,  becoming  a  member  of  Company  A, 
Twentieth  Michigan  Infantry,  at  Lansing.  He 
was  assigned  with  his  regiment  to  Burnside's 
Corps,  Army  of  the  Potomac,  which  he  joined  im- 
mediately after  the  battle  of  Antietam.  He  first 
saw  the  smoke  of  battle  at  Fredericksburg,  from 
which  place  he  was  ordered  to  Newport  News. 
When  Burnside  was  sent  to  Kentucky,  the  com- 
mand accompanied  him  in  pursuit  of  Gen.  John 
Morgan.  From  Kentucky  they  were  ordered  to 
Vicksburg,  and  took  part  in  the  siege  and  surren- 
der of  that  southern  stronghold.  After  the  sur- 
render of  General  Pemberton,  they  marched  to 
Jackson,  Miss.,  then  were  ordered  to  East  Tennes- 
see, and  later  tried  to  prevent  Longstreet's  en- 
trance into  the  state,  until  ordered  by  Grant  to 
allow  Longstreet  to  follow. 

Next  we  find  Mr.  Humphrey  serving  as  guard 
of  the  Michigan  brigade  to  Knoxville,  in  the  siege 
of  which  place  he  took  part.  Later  he  followed 
Longstreet  to  Turley's  Mills,  and  then  fell  back  to 
Strawberry  Plains  for  the  winter.  In  the  spring 
of  1864  he  joined  the  Army  of  the  Potomac,  and 
took  part  in  its  various  engagements  until  cap- 
tured by  the  rebels  at  Preble's  Farm,  September 
30,  1864.  He  was  confined  in  the  prison  at  Salis- 
bury, N.  C,  until  March  2,  1865.  When  he  was 
imprisoned  there,  only  a  few  civilians  were  in  the 
place,  and  among  them  was  Richardson  of  the 
Tribune^  who  drew  plans  of  the  stockade,  etc. 
The  rebels  had  the  Senior  Reserves  of  old  men, 
and  the  Junior  Reserves  of  young  boys.  It  was 
learned  that  the  latter  were  ordered  to  join  Lee's 
army,  and  it  was  decided  that  as  soon  as  they  had 
gone  an  attempt  would  be  made  to  escape. 

The  Junior  Reserves  left  in  the  morning,  and 
about  two  o'clock  in  the  afternoon  the  effort  to 
escape  was  attempted.  There  had  been  ten  thou- 
sand men  confined  in  the  prison,  but  six  thousand 
had  died,  and  at  this  time  there  were  five  thousand 
still  confined  in  the  place.  The  prisoners  were 
placed  in  divisions,  each  of  which  had  its  special 
duty  to  perform.  The  division  to  which  Mr. 
Humphrey  belonged  was  ordered  to  tear  down  the 
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dours.  It  seemed  at  first  as  if  success  would  re- 
ward the  bold  attempt.  However,  it  happened 
that  two  old  Georgia  regiments  were  waiting  at 
the  depot  for  transportation  to  Lee's  army.  They 
were  at  once  sent  for  to  assist  the  Senior  Reserves, 
who  numbered  only  one  thousand.  Had  the  regi- 
ments arrived  on  the  scene  ten  minutes  later,  the 
Federal  prisoners  would  have  been  bej'ond  reach 
of  capture.  As  it  was,  the  Confederates  shot  into 
the  building,  and  the  prisoners  hastened  to  disap- 
pear into  their  holes  within  the  stockade.  Their 
effort  was  thus  thwarted  and  much  suffering 
ensued. 

March  2,  1865,  the  prisoners  were  released,  and 
soon  paroled  at  Wilmington.  At  this  time  Mr. 
Humphrey  weighed  only  one  hundred  and  one 
pounds,  and  his  sufferings  in  prison  had  so  weak- 
ened him  as  to  entirely  incapacitate  him  for  fur- 
ther service.  After  a  service  of  almost  three 
years,  he  was  honorably  discharged,  May  30,  1865, 
and  returned  at  once  to  his  home.  About  two 
years  afterward  he  entered  the  office  of  the  Regis- 
ter of  Ingham  County  as  Deputy,  in  which  capac- 
ity he  continued  until  1870.  His  health,  however, 
continued  delicate,  and,  acting  upon  the  sugges- 
tion of  his  brother,  Watts  S.,  he  joined  him  at  Che- 
boygan, where  the  latter  had  just  commenced  in 
the  practice  of  the  law,  having  recently  graduated 
from  the  State  University  at  Ann  Arbor. 

Soon  after  coming  here,  our  subject  purchased 
land,  for  which  he  paid  $5  and  $6  per  acre.  After 
a  short  time  he  entered  the  law  office  of  Humphrey 
(fe  Perkins.  In  1876  he  became  agent  for  the  North- 
ern Transportation  Company,  and  was  thus  en- 
gaged until  1880,  having  charge  of  their  business 
on  the  dock.  In  1882  President  Arthur  commis- 
sioned him  Postmaster,  which  office  he  continued 
to  hold  until  1886.  He  then  purchased  the  estab- 
lished insurance  business  of  Mr.  Westgate,  which 
he  has  since  conducted.  In  December,  1888,  he 
was  again  appointed  Postmaster,  and  remained  as 
such  until  March  1,  1894,  having  his  office  in  the 
building  he  has  owned  since  1882.  He  has  handled 
a  large  amount  of  real  estate  for  his  brother,  who 
controlled  extensive  landed  interests  here.  His 
agency  represents,  among  others,  the  following 
companies:  Commercial  Union,  Royal  of  England, 


Imperial,  Northern,  Norwich  Union,  Sun  of  Eng- 
land, London  and  Lancashire,  Caledonian,  Lan- 
cashire, Hanover,  Connecticut  Fire,  Phenix  of 
Brooklyn,  National,  Traders,  Firemen's  Fund, 
Michigan  Fire  and  Marine,  Phoenix  of  Hartford, 
and  Phoenix  of  England. 

In  the  spring  of  1873  Mr.  Humphrey  married 
Miss  Mary  Redmond,  daughter  of  James  Redmond, 
a  farmer  of  Cheboygan.  Mrs.  Humphrey  was  born 
in  Ireland,  but  has  spent  almost  her  entire  life  in 
the  United  States,  whither  she  came  with  her  par- 
ents in  girlhood.  Three  daughters  and  two  sons 
came  to  bless  the  union,  namely:  Sarali,  an  accom- 
plished young  lady  and  talented  musician,  who 
was  graduated  from  the  Ypsilanti  Normal  School 
in  1894,  and  is  now  engaged  in  teaching  music; 
Laura,  aged  fifteen  years;  Carrie,  a  bright  child  of 
seven  years;  Watts,  who  died  in  1882,  at  the  age 
of  six  years;  and  George,  who  died  in  1886,  aged 
four  years. 

Politically  Mr.  Humphrey  is  a  strong  Republi- 
can, active  m  party  affairs.  He  has  always  been 
interested  in  educational  matters,  and  at  present  is 
a  member  of  the  School  Board.  P^aternally  he 
was  made  a  Mason  in  1866,  and  is  now  High 
Priest  of  Cheboygan  Chapter  No.  109,  in  which  he 
has  held  the  majoi-ity  of  the  local  offices.  As 
might  be  supposed,  he  is  active  in  Grand  Army 
matters.  He  is  a  member  of  Ruddick  Post  No.  224, 
in  which  he  has  held  the  office  of  Commander  for 
three  terms.  ,  He  justly  ranks  among  the  influential 
business  men  and  popular  citizens  of  Cheboygan, 
and  there  are  few  who  have  done  more  to  advance 
the  interests  of  the  city  than  has  he. 


SK-^-i^SM^ 


■50' 


r  AUGHLIN  VAN  METER,  one  of  the  enter- 
j^  C^  prising  young  citizens  of  Missaukee  Coun- 
ty, is  editor  and  publisher  of  the  Missaukee 
Republican^  of  Lake  City.  Though  he  has  only 
been  connected  with  this  journal  for  about  eight 
months,  his  ability  has  been  well  manifested,  for 
the  owner  is  a  practical  printer  and  is  fully  abreast 
of  the  times. 

John  Van  Meter,  the  paternal  grandfather   of 
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our  subject,  was  born  in  Pennsylvania,  and  died  in 
Ontario,  Canada,  many  years  ago,  when  in  middle 
life.  His  family  numbered  three  sons  and  three 
daughters.  Among  these  was  Ira,  father  of  our 
subject.  He  was  likewise  born  in  the  Ke^^stone 
State,  and  has  been  a  life-long  agriculturist.  His 
wife,  formerly  Jeanette  McBain,  was  born  in  On- 
tario. Her  father,  Laughlin  McBain,  a  native  of 
the  same  province,  was  of  Scotch  parentage,  and 
was  a  farmer.  In  the  War  of  1812  he  was  in  the 
British  service,  and  was  also  a  British  volunteer 
during  the  French  Rebellion  in  Lower  Canada. 
His  death  occurred  at  the  age  of  eighty-four  years. 

Ira  Van  Meter  came  to  Michigan  in  1869,  locat- 
ing in' Missaukee  County,  where  he  took  up  a  tract 
of  one  hundred  and  sixty  acres  and  also  purchased 
another  farm.  His  home  is  now  on  a  farm  of 
eighty  acres,  lying  on  section  16,  Riverside  Town- 
ship. He  held  many  local  offices,  and  was  elected 
first  Treasurer  of  the  countj'  on  its  organization, 
but  resigned.  He  and  his  wife  are  members  of  the 
Presbyterian  Cliurch,  and  for  many  years  lie  has 
occupied  offices  in  the  congregation.  Of  his  five 
sons  and  five  daughters,  all  but  two  are  living,  and 
are  named  as  follows:  Henry;  Anna,  Mrs.  John 
Frazier,  of  Carson  City,  Mich;  Caroline,  Mrs.  John 
Cavanaugh,  of  Missaukee  County;  William;  Mar- 
garet, wife  of  R.  J.  Porter,  of  Port  Huron;  John; 
Lauglilin;  and  Etta,  Mrs.  Isaac  Burket. 

The  birth  of  our  subject  occurred  in  Clyde,  On- 
tario, on  the  13th  of  September,  1863.  From  his  sev- 
enth year  he  was  reared  on  a  farm  in  this  county. 
When  he  reached  his  majority  he  went  to  attend 
the  Normal  School  at  Valparaiso,  Ind.,  and  subse- 
quently took  a  commercial  course  at  Brookville, 
Pa.  An  opportunity  offering,  he  accepted  a  posi- 
tion as  stenographer  in  Cadillac,  and  afterward  was 
for  eighteen  months  engaged  in  office  work  in 
Marquette.  Learning  of  forfeited  railroad  lands 
in  Houghton  County,  he  went  there  and  took  up 
a  pre-emption  claim,  on  which  he  remained  about 
two  years. 

In  1890  our  subject  embarked  in  the  newspaper 
business,  and,  going  to  McBain,  started  the  Chron- 
icle^ which  he  ran  successfully  for  four  years.  In 
July,  1894,  he  sold  the  paper  and  in  the  following 
month  came  to  Lake  City.     He  purchased  the  Re- 


publican plant  of  its  former  proprietor,  W.E.  Mor- 
ris, and  has  since  conducted  this  popular  and  widely 
circulated  newspaper.  Besides  owning  his  busi- 
ness plant,  Mr.  Van  Meter  owns  other  property  in 
McBain  and  elsewhere,  and  is  a  young  man  of 
good  financial  ability.  In  politics  he  is  a  Repub- 
lican, and  fraternally  is  identified  with  the  Masonic 
and  Knights  of  the  Maccabees  organizations. 

November  3,  1890,  was  celebrated  the  marriage 
of  Laughlin  Van  Meter  and  Sadie,  daughter  of 
James  and  Sarah  (McMuUen)  Mateer.  Three  chil- 
dren have  come  to  bless  the  union  of  the  young 
couple,  namely:  I.  Morton,  Carl  and  Flora. 


JOHN  STALKY  is  the  resident  manager  of 
the  Grayling  Exchange  Bank,  which  was 
established  by  him  in  1887.  Two  years  later 
he  associated  with  himself  C.  C.  Trench,  of 
Pennsylvania,  who  still  owns  a  half-interest  in  the 
bank,  though  the  active  supervision  of  its  inter- 
ests devolves  upon  Mr.  Stale^^  This  is  the  only 
bank  in  Crawford  County,  and  such  has  been  the 
reliability  of  its  projector,  hisunwaving  integrity, 
and  the  soundness  of  his  judgment  upon  matters 
pertaining  to  finances,  that  he  has  gained  the  con- 
fidence of  the  people  to  an  extent  not  often  en- 
joyed. 

Referring  to  the  ancestry  of  Mr.  Staley,  we  find 
that  his  maternal  grandfather,  John  Edgar,  was  a 
native  of  Scotland,  and  a  member  of  a  family 
noted  for  longevity.  The  paternal  grandfather, 
Frederick  Staley,  was  born  in  Saxony,  and  came 
to  America,  settling  in  Pennsylvania,  where  he 
was  cruelly  murdered  for  his  money,  he  having 
$3,500  upon  his  person  at  the  time.  His  wife  at- 
tained to  the  advanced  age  of  ninety-six  years. 
Among  their  six  children  was  John  Staley,  a  na- 
tive of  Pennsylvania,  and  a  farmer  and  lumber- 
man by  occupation.  Upon  coming  to  Michigan, 
he  settled  in  Tuscola  County,  where  he  died  in 
February,  1887,  in  the  eightieth  year  of  his  age. 
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His  wife,  wlio  bore  the  maiden  name  of  Jane 
Edgar,  was  born  in  Pennsylvania,  and  died  in 
Michigan,  in  June,  1886,  at  the  age  of  seventy- 
nine  years.  Financially  prospered,  he  became 
the  owner  of  a  number  of  mills,  and  also  had  con- 
siderable pine  timber  in  Pennsylvania.  In  the 
Independent  Order  of  Odd  Fellows  he  was  an 
active  worker.  Politically  he  was  a  Republican, 
and  warmly  interested  in  questions  of  civic  im- 
port. 

Of  the  nine  children  of  John  and  Jane  Staley, 
we  note  the  following:  William,  a  mason  and 
])lasterer  by  trade,  died  in  Pittston,  Pa.;  Mary 
Ann  was  married  to  Yirgil  Robbms,  and  resides  in 
Columbia  County,  Pa.;  Emanuel  L.  is  a  farmer 
of  Tuscola  Count}',  Mich.;  Jacob  is  a  farmer 
of  Mercer  County,  III.;  Louisa  married  Abraham 
Travilpiece,  of  Tuscola  County;  John  is  the  next 
in  order  of  birth;  Clara  is  the  wife  of  Joseph 
Parker,  of  Columbia  Count}^  Pa.;  Winfield  S.  re- 
sides in  Leesburg,  Fla.;  and  Lydia  is  the  wife  of 
Lloyd  Connor,  of  Caro,  Mich. 

In  youth  our  subject  had  the  advantages  of  a 
common-school  and  seminary  education.  August  5, 
1862,  he  enlisted  in  Company  E,  One  Hundred  and 
Thirty-second  Pennsylvania  Infantry,  and  served 
until  May,  1863.  On  the  invasion  of  Pennsylvania, 
he  enlisted  in  the  Thirty-fifth  Pennsylvania  Militia, 
serving  with  Company  H  from  July  1,  1863,  until 
August  following.  February  15,  1864,  he  became 
a  member  of  Company  M,  Second  Regiment  Penn- 
sylvania Artillery,  and  continued  there  until 
January  29,  1866,  being  clerk  in  the  office  of  the 
Provost-Marshal  and  the  Inspector-General,  and 
receiving  the  highest  commendations  for  his  ef- 
ficiency. 

Up<m  being  discharged  from  the  service,  Mr. 
Stale}'  returned  to  Pennsylvania,  and  attended 
school  for  a  time.  In  1868  he  came  to  Tuscola 
County,  Mich.,  where  he  engaged  in  surveying  for 
six  years,  but  was  finall}^  obliged  to  abandon  the 
work  on  account  of  ill  health.  In  1876  he  was 
elected  Register  of  Deeds  of  Tuscola  County,  and 
two  years  later  was  re-elected,  serving  two  terms. 
For  three  years  following  he  served  as  Register  of 
the  Probate  Court,  dealt  in  real  estate,  and 
also  conducted  an  abstract  business.    In  1887  he 


came  to  Grayling,  where,  besides  banking,  he  is 
interested  in  the  lumber  business. 

March  25,  1868,  Mr.  Staley  married  Mary  L. 
Wilson,  who  was  born  in  Danville,  Pa.,  and  is  a 
daughter  of  John  Wilson,  a  farmer  there.  Thej^ 
are  the  parents  of  four  children:  Frances  J.,  a 
graduate  of  Albion  College;  John  W.,  also  a 
graduate  of  Albion  College,  and  now  filling  the 
position  of  Assistant  Paying  Teller  of  the  First 
National  Bank  of  Detroit;  Alice  Maud,  who  is  a 
student  in  Albion  College;  and  Mary  L.  Politic- 
ally Mr.  Staley  is  a  stanch  Republican  ,  and  rec- 
ognized as  one  of  the  leading  men  in  his  party 
in  this  part  of  the  state.  He  is  Chairman  of  the 
County  Republican  Committee,  and  has  been  Town- 
ship Treasurer.  In  religious  belief  he  is  connected 
with  the  Methodist  Episcopal  Church.  In  Masonry 
he  has  attained  the  Thirty-second  Degree.  He  was 
the  first  High  Priest  at  Grayling  Chapter,  and  for 
six  years  held  a  similar  oflSce  at  Caro.  He  also 
holds  membership  in  the  Independent  Order  of 
Odd  Fellows. 

- — "E^mR —  , 


X^  EORGE  L.  ALEXANDER,  the  oldest  at- 
^]f  torney  in  the  vicinity  of  Grayling,  settled 
at  Houghton  Lake  in  1874,  and  resided 
there  and  at  Midland  for  a  few  years,  after  which 
he  removed  to  Roscommon.  He  finished  his  legal 
studies,  and  was  admitted  to  the  Bar  at  Midland, 
October  5,  1875,  and  conducted  a  general  practice 
in  Roscommon  County  until  1887,  the  date  of  his 
arrival  in  Grayling.  As  an  attornej^  he  is  keen 
and  discriminating,  and  has  gained  an  excellent 
reputation  among  the  legal  fraternity  of  Crawford 
County. 

In  the  village  of  Wayne,  Wayne  County,  Mich., 
our  subject  was  born  June  22,  1851,  being  the  son 
of  James  D.  and  Mary  J.  (Moore)  Alexander,  na- 
tives, respectively,  of  New  Hampshire  and  New 
York.  His  paternal  grandfather,  a  native  of  New 
England,  resided  for  some  years  in  New  York, 
whence  he  came  to  Michigan,  and,  settling  in 
Wayne  County,  conducted  agricultural  operations 
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until  his  death,  in  middle  age.  Of  his  family  of 
six  children,  James  D.  was  the  eldest  son.  He 
came  to  Michigan  with  the  other  members  of  the 
family,  and  was  reared  upon  a  farm,  early  becom- 
ing familiar  with  the  duties  incident  to  that  occu- 
pation. However,  he  did  not  like  the  work  suf- 
ficiently to  choose  it  for  his  life  calling,  but  gave 
his  attention  to  the  study  of  medicine,  which  he 
carried  on  in  the  medical  department  of  the  Uni- 
versity of  Michigan.  He  enjoyed  the  distinction 
of  being  the  first  to  receive  a  diploma  for  prac- 
tice in  this  state.  Opening  an  office  in  Wayne, 
he  remained  there  until  his  death,  in  1861. 

The  mother  of  ou'r  subject  died  when  her  only 
child,  George  L.,  was  an  infant,  and  his  father 
later  married  Elizabeth,  his  first  wife's  sister.  One 
child  was  born  of  the  union,  a  daughter,  Eliza- 
beth, who  now  resides  in  Applegate,  Cal.  The 
father,  though  a  stanch  Republican  and  interested 
in  public  matters,  never  cared  for  office,  preferring 
to  devote  his  attention  to  his  private  affairs.  In 
the  Congregational  Church  he  served  as  Deacon 
for  many  years. 

After  the  death  of  his  mother,  our  subject  was 
taken  into  the  home  of  his  grandfather  in  Wash- 
tenaw County,  Mich.,  where  his  early  childhood 
years  were  passed.  He  then  spent  a  few  years  with 
his  father,  and  later  staid  with  his  maternal  grand- 
parents, Loren  and  Philena  Moore.  At  the  age  of 
twelve  j^ears  he  removed  with  the  family  to  Ann 
Arbor,  and  there  he  conducted  his  studies  in  the 
University  of  Michigan.  On  completing  his  edu- 
cation, he  taught  school  for  a  short  time,  and  also 
engaged  in  selling  sewing-machines. 

Tiie  marriage  of  Mr.  Alexander  in  1878  united 
him  with  Miss  Jennie  E.  Culver,  who  was  born  in 
Mt.  Clemens,  Mich.  They  are  the  parents  of  one 
son,  James  Fred.  In  politics  an  adherent  of  the 
Republican  party,  our  subject  has  been  prominently 
connected  with  this  organization  in  local  matters. 
At  different  times  he  served  as  Prosecuting  Attor- 
ney, Circuit  Court  Commissioner,  Justice  of  the 
Peace  and  School  Director.  He  has  also  repre- 
sented his  party  as  a  delegate  to  state  and  county 
conventions. 

The  law  library  owned  by  Mr.  Alexander  is  said 
to  be  the  best  between  Bay  City  and  Cheboygan. 


In  addition  to  the  practice  of  his  profession,  he  is 
engaged  as  a  dealer  in  real  estate  and  as  an  insur- 
ance agent.  He  is  also  interested  m  lumbering, 
being  a  stockholder  in  the  Michelson-Hanson  Lum- 
ber Company.  In  his  social  connections  he  is  a 
Royal  Arch  Mason,  and  is  connected  with  the 
Scottish  Rite.  In  the  Knights  of  Pythias  he  is 
an  active  worker.  He  began  life  on  his  own  ac- 
count with  no  other  capital  than  his  mental  and 
phj^slcal  endowments,  but  these  have  served  him 
well,  and  he  has  accumulated  a  competence  by  a 
determined  effort  to  overcome  all  obstacles  in  the 
pathway  of  success,  and  b}^  the  exercise  of  a  quick, 
unerring  judgment  in  everything  connected  with 
his  profession.  A  man  of  strong,  firm  character 
and  large  enterprise,  he  has  been  influential  in 
various  ways  in  pushing  forward  undertakings  of 
importance  that  have  been  useful  in  promoting  the 
progress  of  the  county. 
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/^^  EORGE  W.  WOOD,  a  well  known  and  lead- 
^]f  ing  citizen  of  Lake  City,  has  been  engaged 
in  the  real-estate  and  insurance  business 
for  the  past  two  years,  having  succeeded  A.  Stout, 
in  his  long-established  office.  In  addition  to  own- 
ing several  houses  and  pieces  of  property  in  this 
place,  he  owns  a  part  interest  in  tracts  of  timber- 
land  in  this  county. 

Ichabod  Wood,  the  paternal  grandfather  of  the 
gentleman  just  mentioned,  was  of  English  descent, 
and  was  born  in  New  York.  He  was  a  shoemaker 
by  trade,  but  for  many  years  kept  a  tavern  near 
Albany.  Up  to  his  ninety-first  year  he  was  ap- 
parently in  the  best  of  health,  and  was  found  dead 
in  his  bed  one  morning.  His  demise  occurred 
simpl}^  from  old  age.  He  had  a  family  of  two 
sons  and  three  daughters,  whom  he  reared  in  a 
very  stern  and  upright  manner.  The  maternal 
grandfather  of  George  Wood  was  Martin  Eaton,  a 
brother  of  Amos  Eaton,  the  distinguished  botan- 
ist.   The  former  had  the  honor  of  building  the 
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first  carbhops  at  Troy, N.  Y.     He  readied  the  good 
old  age  of  eighty-five  years. 

John  S.,  father  of  G.  W.  Wood,  was  born  in 
New  York  State,  and  for  over  thirty  years  was  a 
leading  dentist  of  Alban3^  Later  he  removed  to 
Lansing,  Mich.,  where  he  resided  from  1858  to 
188L  In  the  latter  year  he  retired  and  took  up 
his  residence  in  Oak  Park,  111.,  that  being  his  pres- 
ent home.  His  wife,  whose  name  before  her  mar- 
riage was  Maria  Eaton,  was  born  in  New  York,  and 
died  in  1870,  when  m  her  sixtj'-eighth  year.  She 
was  a  faithful  wife,  a  devoted  mother,  and  an 
esteemed  member  of    the  Congregational    Church. 

In  a  family  numbering  eight  sons  and  four 
daughters,  all  but  one  of  whom  are  still  living, 
George  W.  is  the  fourth.  The  others  are  as  fol- 
lows: Eugene  B.;  Anna  L.,  who  became  the  wife 
of  C.  F.  Potter;  Edwin  E.;  John  C;  P^lla  M.,  wife 
of  W.  F.  Van  Bergen,  ticket  auditor  for  the  Chi- 
cago &  Northwestern  Railroad  Company;  Jessie 
F.,  Mrs.  F.  E.  Bailard,  of  Chicago;  Kittle,  wife  of 
Charles  E.  Ballard,  of  Oak  Park,  111.;  Martin  E.; 
Fiank  and  Harry. 

The  birth  of  George  W.  Wood  occurred  in 
Albany,  N.  Y.,  February  22,  1851.  From  his 
seventh  year  he  lived  in  Lansing,  Mich.,  and  re- 
ceived his  education  in  that  city.  For  a  few  years 
be  worked  at  intervals  on  'his  father's  farm,  but 
did  not  find  the  business  exactl}^  to  his  taste. 
Upon  leaving  home  he  embarked  in  the  grocery 
business,  in  1883,  at  Lake  City,  then  a  small  vil- 
lage of  about  two  hundred  people,  containing  two 
old  wooden  hotels  and  five  small  business  houses, 
Mr.  Wood's  store  making  the  fifth.  Since  then  he 
has  been  instrumental  in  the  developing  and  up- 
building of  what  is  now  the  pretty  little  city  by 
the  lake. 

He  witnessed  the  growth  of  Main  Street  from 
four  stores  to  a  long  street  of  w^ooden  business 
houses,  which  in  1888  were  consumed  by  fire,  and 
in  the  same  year  was  built  up  with  substantial 
brick  buildings,  including  a  fine  three-story  brick 
hotel.  For  four  years  he  continued  in  the  trade, 
first  as  a  partner  of  W.  S.  Hunt,  and  later  with  D. 
D.  Walton.  For  a  few  years  they  carried  a  full 
line  of  hardware,  in  addition  to  a  well  selected 
ftock  of  groceries.     In  1887  Mr.  Wood  sold  his  in- 


terest in  the  grocery,  but  continued  to  operate  the 
hardware  department  alone  until  1890.  At  that 
time  he  associated  with  him  S.  H.  Howey,  to  whom 
he  sold  out  in  the  spring  of  1892.  Since  that  time 
he  has  been  interested  in  his  present  line  of  busi- 
ness and  is  meeting  with  good  success. 

December  17,  1884,  Mr.  Wood  was  married  to 
Lillian,  daughter  of  Edward  O.  and  Caroline  (Ben- 
nett) Kelley,  of  Lansing.  They  have  two  little 
daughters,  namely:  Florence  and  Anna.  The 
parents  are  members  of  the  Methodist  Episcopal 
Church,  and  for  ten  years  Mr.  Wood  has  been 
Superintendent  of  the  Sunday-school.  At  the 
present  time  he  is  one  of  the  Trustees  also. 

One  of  the  charter  members  of  the  local  lodges 
of  Odd  Fellows  and  Knights  of  Pj^thias,  Mr.  Wood 
was  connected  with  these  organizations  for  a  num- 
ber of  years,  but  withdrew  for  want  of  time  to 
attend  meetings.  He  deposits  his  ballot  in  favor 
of  Prohibition  nominees,  and  is  a  firm  believer  in 
the  principles  set  forth  by  his  party.  In  1885  he 
was  elected  Supervisor  for  one  year  and  School 
Inspector  for  four  years.  Since  that  time  he  has 
served  as  Village  Clerk  for  two  years. 


^^«-^"t^ll^^l 


RICHARD  M.  BIELBY,  ex-Sheriff  of  Mis- 
saukee County,  has  lived  within  its  bound- 
aries for  the  past  thirteen  years.  He  was 
elected  as  sheriff  in  the  year  1890,  and  discharged 
the  duties  devolving  upon  him  in  an  able  manner, 
thus  mei'iting  the  commendation  which  is  freely 
bestowed  upon  him.  For  four  years  prior  to  1890 
he  was  engaged  in  the  livery  business  in  Lake  City. 
As  a  business  man  he  has  been  prospered,  and  as 
the  result  of  his  industries  and  energetic  qualities 
has  made  a  success.  He  owns  a  handsome  interest 
in  a  tract  of  hardwood  timber-land  in  this  county, 
the  largest  livery  barn  in  the  place  (which  he  now 
rents),  and  a  commodious  residence. 

Born  in  Toronto,  Canada,  July  29,  1861,  our 
subject  is  a  son  of  Richard  O.  and  Jane  (Golland) 
Bielby,  who  are  also  natives  of  Toronto*     They 
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are  the  parents  of  six  children,  three  sons  and 
three  daughters,  and  the  family  circle  is  still  un- 
broken by  death.  Their  children  in  the  order  of 
birth  are  as  follows:  Richard  M.;  Elizabeth  Ann, 
wife  of  William  Upstell,  of  Hamilton,  Ontario; 
John  H.,  of  Lake  City;  Lillie  M.,]Vrrs.  Charles  Bos- 
field,  of  Perry  Sound  District,  Ontario;  William  J., 
also  of  Perry  Sound  District;  and  Maggie,  who 
lives  in  Hamilton  with  her  parents.  Richard  O. 
Bielby  has  always  been  engaged  in  farming,  but  is 
now  living  retired.  At  various  times  he  held 
township  offices,  and  religiously  he  and  his  wife 
are  Wesleyan  Methodists. 

Richard  M.  Bielby  was  reared  in  the  vicinity  of 
his  birthplace,  on  his  father's  and  uncles'  farms. 
He  received  a  district-school  education,  and  in  his 
youth  worked  for  neighboring  farmers.  In  1880 
he  came  to  this  county,  and  for  seven  years  worked 
on  the  Muskrat  Lake  &  Clam  River  Railroad.  On 
coming  to  Lake  City  he  embarked  in  the  livery 
business,  which  he  followed  for  four  years,  when 
he  was  elected  to  serve  as  County  Sheriff.  He  is 
a  stalwart  Republican,  and  never  fails  to  vote  at 
election  times.  Fraternally  he  is  a  Master  Mason, 
a  Knight  of  Pythias,  and  belongs  to  the  Odd  Fel- 
lows' Encampment  and  to  the  Knights  of  the  Mac- 
cabees. 

March  27,  1888,  Mr.  Bielby  married  Miss  Jennie, 
daughter  of  James  and  Olive  (Barber)  White. 
They  have  two  daughters  and  a  son,  named  as  fol- 
lows: Maggie  M.,  Bertha  and  John  R.  M.  The 
parents  are  members  of  the  Presbyterian  Church, 
and  liberal  contributors  to  its  departments  of  ac- 
tivity. 

The  paternal  grandfather  of  our  subject  was 
Richard  O.  Bielby,  a  native  of  Yorkshire,  England. 
He  emigrated  to  Canada  when  a  young  man,  and 
helped  survey  the  township  of  Waterloo.  In  early 
life  he  learned  the  shoemaker's  trade,  but  later 
turned  his  attention  to  farming.  He  died  at  the 
age  of  seventy  years.  He  was  a  devoted  Christian, 
and  particularly  careful  to  avoid  the  breaking  of 
the  Sabbath  in  any  way,  and  would  not  allow  his 
children  to  make  a  visit  or  do  any  work  on  that 
day.  Mathew  Oolland,  father  of  Mrs.  Jane  Bielby, 
is  still  living,  at  the  ripe  old  age  of  eighty-six 
years,  in  Huntington,  Canada,  He  has  made  his 
14 


life  work  that  of  farming  and  trading.  Though 
he  had  small  advantages  for  obtaining  an  educa- 
tion, he  IS  a  well  informed  man  and  has  been  suc- 
cessful. Six  of  his  family,  which  numbered  three 
sons  and  four  daughters,  are  yet  living.  Relig- 
iously he  is  a  member  of  the  Methodist  Church. 


HENRY  H.  NOBLE,  the  most  prominent 
business  man  of  Elk  Rapids,  is  Vice-Pres- 
ident and  Manager  of  the  Elk  Rapids 
Iron  Company,  a  corporation  of  which  N.  K.  Fair- 
bank,  of  Chicago,  is  President.  The  success  of  the 
enterprise  has  been  wholly  due  to  the  efficient  su- 
perintendence and  executive  ability  of  Mr.  Noble. 
The  company  does  an  immense  business  and  em- 
ploys many  hands.  He  has  been  identified  with  the 
growth  and  history  of  this  city  for  the  past  forty 
years,  and  no  man  is  better  known  or  more  re- 
spected in  this  locality.  In  politics  he  is  a  Demo- 
crat, but  though  he  has  been  repeatedly  urged  to 
accept  public  position  in  the  county  or  state,  he 
has  steadfastly  refused  all  overtures  of  that  char- 
acter, and  has  devoted  himself  exclusively  to  his 
business  affairs. 

The  father  of  our  subject  was  Nathaniel  Noble, 
who  settled  in  Washtenaw  County,  Mich.,  in  1824, 
and  was  a  pioneer  in  that  section.  For  one  year 
he  lived  at  Ann  Arbor,  after  which  he  removed  to 
a  farm  near  Dexter,  and  in  his  latter  years  lived 
in  the  village.  His  death  occurred  at  the  age  of 
sixty-eight  years.  His  wife,  Lucretia,  *iee  Stilson, 
whom  he  married  in  Palmyra,  N.  Y.,  was  a  native 
of  Vermont,  and  passed  from  this  life  at  Elk  Rap- 
ids when  in  her  seventy-sixth  year.  Her  daugh- 
ter, Mrs.  Helen  E.  Cooper,  is  a  widow  and  lives 
with  her  sons  at  La  Grange,  111.;  Oscar  L.  is  a  me- 
chanic, inventor  and  speculator  of  Boston,  Mass.; 
Edwin  S.,  the  j^oungest  of  the  family,  is  a  resident 
of  Elk  Rapids. 

Henry  H.  Noble  was  born  in  Palmyra,  N.  Y., 
August  25,  1823,  and  was  brought  to  this  state 
when  an  infant*     He  was  reared  upon  his  father's 
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farm,  receiving  a  district-school  education.  His 
advantages  in  lliis  direction  were  meager  until  he 
was  eighteen  years  of  age,  but  he  was  an  apt 
scholar  and  easily  retained  what  he  learned.  In 
1841  he  went  to  Ann  Arbor  and  took  a  course  of 
instruction  under  a  private  tutor.  He  made  good 
progress  in  natural  philosophy,  mathematics  and 
grammar,  and  though  his  education  lacked  a  col- 
lege finish,  it  was  thorough  and  practical,  and  has 
been  supplemented  by  his  later  years'  experience. 
In  1842  he  started  in  the  drug  business  at  Dexter, 
in  company  with  a  cousin,  and  at  the  same  time 
acquired  a  good  knowledge  of  medicine,  which 
was  of  much  use  to  him  when  this  locality  was  a 
new  settlement  with  few  physicians.  Kind  and 
sympathetic  by  nature,  he  was  able  to  relieve  dis- 
tress, and  freely  administered  to  the  wants  of  the 
early  settlers. 

While  employed  in  the  drug  trade,  Mr.  Noble's 
latent  talent  for  managing  men  and  affairs  was 
displayed,  as  he  operated  a  carpenter  and  joiner's 
shop,  and  kept  in  his  employ  a  number  of  men. 
In  1849  the  gold  fever  reached  him,  and  he  started 
forth  to  seek  his  fortune,  going  by  rail  to  the  lake, 
thence  by  steamboat  to  Chicago,  by  canal  to  La 
Salle,  down  the  Illinois  River  to  the  Mississippi, 
and  thence  to  New  Orleans.  There  he  took  pas- 
sage on  an  American  vessel,  and  on  reaching  the 
Isthmus  made  the  journey  across  it  on  foot.  At 
Panama  he  went  aboard  a  British  brig  bound  for 
San  Francisco.  This  vessel  was  of  the  slow  sail- 
ing order,  and  was  not  built  to  carry  passengers. 
The  desire  to  reach  the  land  of  promise  was  so 
strong,  that  one  hundred  and  sixty  persons  took 
passage  on  the  brig,  and  when  out  fift3^-three  days 
the  provisions  fell  short,  but  the  Captain  refused 
to  stop  at  an}^  port  before  reaching  his  destination. 
The  passengers  became  desperate,  and  after  hold- 
ing a  meeting  on  quarterdeck,  compelled  the  offi- 
cers to  make  a  landing  on  the  southern  side  of  the 
Gulf  of  California.  Mr.  Noble  reached  San  Fran- 
cisco in  the  spring,  and  at  once  went  to  the  Placer 
diggings.  He  made  some  money  and  returned 
home  in  1851. 

The  first  enterprise  of  Mr.  Noble  after  reaching 
Dexter  was  to  build  two  stores.  These  he  filled 
with  goodSj  and  there  continued  in  business  until 


1852,  when  he  sold  out.  In  the  fall  of  1855  he 
came  to  Elk  Rapids,  and  entered  the  employ  of 
M.  Craw  &  Co.,  and  after  one  year  thus  spent 
he  purchased  Mr.  Craw's  interest,  and  the  name 
was  changed  to  Craw,  Dexter  &  Noble.  The  firm 
built  large  mills,  sawed  and  distributed  immense 
quantities  of  lumber,  and  continued  the  business 
until  the  pine  timber  was  exhausted.  In  1872  Mr. 
Noble,  with  others,  built  a  blast-furnace,  and  the 
concern  was  subsequently  styled,  as  at  present, 
the  Elk  Rapids  Iron  Company. 

As  briefly  descriptive  of  the  industry  with  which 
Mr.  Noble  is  connected,  we  quote  the  following: 

"Manufacturing  at  Elk  Rapids  at  this  time  con- 
sists of  a  charcoal  blast-furnace,  making  twenty- 
three  to  twenty-four  thousand  tons  of  pig-iron 
per  year,  and  consuming  fifty  thousand  cords  of 
wood;  a  sawmill  cutting  nine  million  feet  of  hard- 
wood timber,  and  charcoal  works  for  utilizing 
the  smoke  arising  from  the  kilns  during  the  pro- 
cess of  burning  the  fifty  thousand  cords  of  wood 
into  charcoal;  a  roller  process  gristmill  of  one 
hundred  barrels'  capacity  per  day,  and  a  stave  fac- 
tory. The  wood  for  the  furnace  and  logs  for  the 
mill  are  purchased  anywhere  upon  the  shores  of 
the  thirteen  lakes;  the  logs  are  rafted,  and  the 
wood  brought  to  the  kilns  on  lighters  or  scows. 
There  are  three  tugs  and  thirty  scows  engaged  in 
transporting  the  wood,  and  a  tug  with  a  large 
floating  boarding-house  for  the  men  engaged  in 
rafting  the  logs. 

"The  charcoal  works  are  very  interesting,  being 
a  novel  method  of  making  something  out  of  noth- 
ing, or,  in  other  words,  acetate  of  lime,  wood  alco- 
hol and  wood-tar  out  of  smoke.  The  wood  used 
for  blast-furnaces  is  first  converted  into  charcoal. 
This  is  done  by  piling  one  hundred  cords  closely 
in  rectangular  brick-kilns  sixty  feet  long,  sixteen 
feet  wide,  arched  at  the  top.  After  these  kilns  are 
filled,  they  are  fired,  and  combustion  proceeds 
until  the  whole  mass  has  been  reduced  to  charcoal. 
At  these  works  three  thousand  cords  of  wood  are 
on  fire  all  the  time.  The  smoke  arising  is  drawn 
from  the  kilns  by  fan-blowers  and  forced  into  con- 
densers, where  seventy-five  per  cent,  is  reduced  to 
liquid  form,  and  the  balance,  being  non-condens- 
able, is  forced  under  a  large  battery  of  boilers  tq 
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generate  steam  for  distilling  the  liquor  and  separa- 
ting its  valuable  products  from  the  water  and 
other  substances.  The  amount  of  liquor  thus  ob- 
tained is  about  ninety  tons  every  twenty-four 
hours.  This  is  first  pumped  into  settling  tanks, 
and  the  tar  precipitated  and  drawn  off,  amounting 
to  from  twelve  to  fifteen  barrels  daily.  The  liquor  is 
then  mixed  with  the  milk  of  lime,  when  the  acetic 
acid  unites  with  the  lime,  forming  a  neutral  liquor. 
This  passes  into  eight  stills  of  sixteen  hundred  gal- 
lons each. 

"Here  the  temperature  is  raised  to  a  point  that 
drives  off  the  wood  alcohol,  which  passes  over  to 
the  alcohol  house  and  is  re-distilled  until  it  comes 
out  eighty-five  per  cent.,  which  is  the  commercial 
test  required.  The  remaining  liquor,  which  por- 
tion contains  the  acetic  acid,  is  then  evaporated 
in  large  pans  90x7  feet,  and  three  feet  deep.  Here 
it  is  then  boiled  and  skimmed  until  it  granulates, 
forming  over  the  steam  coils  from  a  foot  to  one 
and  one-half  feet  in  depth.  This  is  shoveled  into 
cars,  which  carry  it  to  the  drying-pans  in  a  room 
40x100  feet,  witii  boiler-iron  floor,  under  which 
the  heat  passes  from  large  furnaces  placed  at  the 
rear;  the  acetate  is  raked  along  the  pans  until  dry, 
and  is  then  put  up  in  gunny  sacks  ready  for  ship- 
ment.'* 

The  first  marriage  of  Mr.  Noble  was  to  Miss 
Clara  C.  Sears,  of  Washtenaw  County,  December 
27,  1847.  She  died  in  Elk  Rapids,  February  4,  1868, 
leaving  three  children:  Thomas  Henrj^;  Mary  C, 
wife  of  H.  C.  Davis,  a  leading  lawyer  of  Traverse 
City;  and  Mrs.  Helen  E.  Ballard,  of  La  Grange, 
111.  June  9,  1870,  Mr.  Noble  married  Margaret  E. 
Ewing,  a  native  of  Canada,  and  the  only  survivor 
of  the  family  of  six  children  whose  parents  were 
William  L.  and  Margaret  Ewing.  The  former  died 
at  the  age  of  seventy  years,  and  the  latter  when  in 
her  fifty-first  year.  Mrs.  Noble  is  a  lady  of  refine- 
ment and  womanl}'  character,  and  has  proved  a 
most  valuable  helpmate  to  her  husband  in  the 
journey  of  life.  They  are  the  parents  of  two  sons: 
Edwin  Sears,  who  was  born  in  1874;  and  Charles 
Ewing,  who  was  born  in  1876. 

In  his  social  relations  Mr.  Noble  is  a  Royal  Arch 
Mason,  and  is  Past  Grand  of  the  Independent  Or- 
der of  Odd  Fellows.     For  many  years  he  has  been 


one  of  the  Trustees  for  the  Northern  Michigan  In- 
sane Asylum.  In  his  pleasant  home  it  is  his  par- 
ticular pleasure  to  entertain  his  many  friends, 
being  assisted  in  the  dispensation  of  hospitality  by 
his  amiable  wife. 


JAMES  K.  WRIGHT,  Receiver  of  the  United 
States  Land  OflSce  of  the  Lower  Peninsula  of 
Michigan,  came  to  Grayling  in  the  year 
1888,  at  which  time  he  was  appointed  Reg- 
ister and  the  office  was  located  here.  Three  years 
later,  however,  he  was  removed  on  account  of  a 
change  of  administration,  but  in  October,  1893, 
during  the  second  term  of  President  Cleveland,  he 
received  the  appointment  he  has  since  filled  with 
marked  ability.  He  is  one  of  the  most  influential 
men  of  the  Democratic  party  in  this  state,  and  has 
borne  an  important  part  in  the  management  of 
public  affairs  as  the  incumbent  of  various  responsi- 
ble offices. 

In  Jackson  County,  Mich.,  James  K.  Wright  was 
born  on  the  3d  of  March,  1844,  to  Deodatus  E. 
and  Sarena  (Fox)  Wright,  natives,  respectively, 
of  Massachusetts  and  New  York.  His  grand- 
father, Frederick  Wright,  w^as  born  in  Massa- 
chusetts, and  when  Deodatus  E.  was  twelve  years 
old  he  removed  to  Wayne  County,  N.  Y.,  where 
he  later  married  and  embarked  in  farming  pur- 
suits. In  1837  he  came  to  Michigan  and  pur- 
chased a  farm  in  Parma  Township,  Jackson  Coun- 
ty. His  first  purchase  consisted  of  one  hundred 
and  sixty  acres,  but  to  this  tract  he  has  added 
from  time  to  time  and  is  now  the  owner  of  two 
hundred  and  forty  acres  of  valuable  land.  He  is 
now  advanced  in  years,  having  been  born  April 
17,  1812,  but  enjoys  remarkably  good  health  for 
one  of  his  years.  His  wife,  who  was  born  October 
25,  1816,  also  survives.  Politically  he  is  a  Demo- 
crat, and  on  that  ticket  has  been  elected  to  numer- 
ous responsible  positions,  including  that  of  Town- 
ship Supervisor,  in  which  capacity  he  served  for 
twelve  years;  and  Justice  Qf  the  Peace,  which  be 


374 


PORTRAIT  AND  BIOGRAPHICAL  RECORD. 


held  for  twenty-four  years.  In  his  declining  years 
he  is  surrounded  by  all  the  comforts  of  life,  and 
lives  in  tranquil  retirement  upon  his  fine  home- 
stead. 

The  parental  family  consisted  of  six  sons  and 
two  daughters, namely:  Nathan,  a  farmer,  who  died 
in  Jackson  County,  Mich.;  James  K.;  Asei  F.,  a 
traveling  salesman,  who  resides  in  St.  Louis,  Mich.; 
Albert,  a  farmer  of  Ba}"  County;  Smith  W.,  for- 
merly a  hardware  merchant  of  St.  Louis,  Mich., 
but  now  deceased;  L.  T.,  a  bookkeeper  living  in 
Grayling;  Charlotte,  who  was  married  to  William 
Pierce  and  lives  in  Jackson  County;  and  Ida,  wife 
of  Floyd  McConnell,  of  Jackson  County. 

The  education  of  our  subject,  commenced  in  the 
common  schools,  was  completed  in  Albion  College, 
after  which  he  taught  school  for  two  terms.  He 
commenced  to  read  law  in  the  office  of  T.  G.  Pray, 
of  Albion,  and  was  admitted  to  the  Bar  at  Jackson 
in  1867.  Locating  in  St.  Louis,  Mich.,  he  engaged 
in  general  practice  at  that  place  until  1888,  when 
he  came  to  Grayling  and  has  here  continued  his 
professional  work.  In  1870  he  was  united  in  mar- 
riage with  Lorinda  Ilousman,  who  was  born  in 
Jackson  County,  Mich.,  and  died  in  St.  Louis  in 
1882.  The  second  marriage  of  Mr.  Wright  was  to 
Carrie  E.  Reed,  who  was  born  in  Syracuse,  N.  Y., 
and  became  his  wife  in  November,  1884.  They 
are  the  parents  of  one  child,  a  daughter,  Florence 
Sarena. 

A.S  has  already  been  intimated,  there  are  few 
members  of  the  Democratic  party  in  this  part  of 
the  state  more  prominent  than  Mr.  Wright.  From 
1886  until  1888  he  was  a  member  of  the  Demo- 
cratic State  Central  Committee,  and  in  1884  he  rep- 
resented the  party  in  the  national  convention. 
During  campaigns  he  does  considerable  active 
work*  aiding  his  party  as  a  "stump''  speaker  and 
endeavoring  to  promote  its  success  in  every  way 
possible.  For  four  terms  he  was  Prosecuting  At- 
torney of  Gratiot  County,  and  at  other  times  has 
held  various  local  positions,  in  all  of  which  he  has 
rendered  satisfactory  service. 

Fraternally  Mr.  Wright  is  a  member  of  the  Uni- 
formed Rank,  K.  P.,  the  Masonic  fraternity.  Royal 
Arcanum  and  Independent  Order  of  Odd  Fellows. 
In  addition  to  his  property  in  Grayling  he  owns  a 


farm  in  Gratiot  Count3%  and  is  the  possessor  of  a 
comfortable  competence.  All  that  he  has  may  be 
attributed  to  his  perseverance,  energy  and  business 
judgment,  as,  his  father  having  a  large  family,  he 
was  early  obliged  to  become  self-supporting,  and 
in  order  to  secure  an  education  worked  diligently 
to  gain  the  necessary  amount.  He  is  very  popu- 
lar in  Grayling,  and  is  recognized  as  one  of  the 
leading  citizens  of  this  place. 


FRANK  J.  SYMES,  one  of  the  enterprising 
business  men  of  McBain,  has  made  his 
home  in  this  place  for  the  past  five  years, 
and  owns  a  lumber-mill,  which  affords  employment 
to  about  twenty-five  men  the  year  round,  and  in 
addition  to  this  is  proprietor  of  a  general  mercan- 
tile store.  In  company  with  his  four  brothers,  he 
erected  a  planing-mill,  sash  and  door  factory  and 
retail  lumber-yard  in  the  village  of  Bancroft, 
Shiawassee  County,  this  state,  and  was  located 
there  for  about  ten  years.  The  plant  is  now  owned 
by  him  and  his  eldest  brother,  James  E.,  the  latter 
having  the  management  of  the  business,  as  our 
subject's  local  interests  demand  the  major  portion 
of  his  time.  Mr.  Symes  owns  four  hundred  and 
forty  acres  of  farm  and  timber  land  in  this  county, 
his  business  place  and  eight  houses,  besides  his  resi- 
dence in  McBain.  Politically  he  is  a  Republican, 
and  has  served  as  School  Trustee  for  one  term. 

The  father  of  the  gentleman  of  whom  we  write 
is  John  T.  Symes,  a  native  of  Ohio,  who  is  now  a 
lumber  dealer  at  St.  Charles,  Mich.  He  came  to 
this  state  about  1864,  and  for  twenty  years  w^as  act- 
ively engaged  in  business  in  St.  Charles  as  a  lum- 
berman. At  the  end  of  that  time  he  began  keep- 
ing a  hotel,  which  he  has  since  conducted.  His 
father  was  a  native  of  England,  and  on  his  emi- 
gration to  the  New  World  settled  in  Massachusetts, 
where  he  lived  to  attain  a  good  old  age. 

The  mother  of  Frank  J.  Symes  was  Mary  D., 
daughter  of  Amos  Hiiie.  She  was  born  in  Con- 
necticut, and    removed    to   Berlin,  Erie  County, 
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Ohio,  when  the  country  was  a  wilderness,  the  jour- 
ney being  made  by  ox-teams.  Her  father  bought 
a  farm  in  that  locality,  erected  a  sawmill,  and  there 
spent  the  remainder  of  his  da}'?,  dying  when  he  was 
about  sixty  years  of  age.  Mrs.  Mary  Symes  was 
born  on  her  father's  new  farm  in  Ohio,  and  by  her 
marriage  became  the  mother  of  four  sons  and  a 
daughter,  namely:  James  E.,  George  B.,  Frank  J., 
Henry  W.  (deceased)  and  Mary  E.  A  native  of 
Milan,  Ohio,  our  subject  was  born  November  25, 
1852,  and  was  reared  on  a  farm.  He  lived  at 
home  until  he  had  grown  to  man's  estate,  receiv- 
ing a  common-school  education  in  the  mean  time. 
In  1880  he  came  to  this  state  and  located  at  8t. 
Charles,  where  his  father  was  living,  and  after 
working  as  a  lumberman  with  his  four  brothers  for 
a  few  months,  went  to  Bancroft,  where  he  passed 
the  next  decade,  after  which  he  came  to  this  vil- 
lage. Besides  operating  his  sawmill  he  has  a  retail 
lumber-yard  and  plan ing-m ill. 

On  the  6th  of  December,  1876,  Frank  J.  Symes 
married  Miss  Mary  Newton,  daughter  of  John  M. 
and  Sarah  A.  (Smith)  Newton.  Three  sons  and 
two  daughters  have  been  born  of  their  union: 
Leona  A.,  Roy  F.,  John  T.  (deceased),  Sarah  B.  and 
Paul  N.  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Symes  are  both  Methodists 
in  religious  faith,  but  the  latter  is  now  identi- 
fied with  the  Presbyterian  Church,  in  which  she 
organized  a  local  Sunday-school,  of  which  she  is  the 
Superintendent.  Her  father  was  born  in  New 
York  and  her  mother  in  Ohio.  The  former's  people 
were  residents  of  Scriba,  N.Y.,  and  his  mother  was 
one  of  the  heirs  to  the  Trinity  Church  property 
in  New  York  City.  He  was  Captain  of  a  militia 
company  at  Toledo  at  one  time,  and  just  before 
his  death  was  the  Republican  nominee  for  State 
Representative.  His  widow,  who  is  a  member  of 
the  Methodist  Church,  is  now  making  her  home  at 
Milan,  Ohio,  which  place  is  also  the  residence  of 
the  mother  of  our  subject.  The  great-great-grand- 
father of  Mrs.  Symes  was  a  brother  of  Sir  Isaac 
Newton.  The  paternal  grandmother  of  Mr.  Symes 
lived  to  be  about  eighty-five  years  of  age.  She 
was  of  very  large  build  and  strong  in  proportion. 
At  one  time  she  took  a  sword  away  from  a  man 
who  was  brandishing  it  over  her  father's  head, 
and  once  when  her  right  arm  had  been  broken  and 


improperly  set  by  a  physician,  she  broke  it  over 
again  and  set  the  injured  member  as  it  should 
have  been  done  in  the  first  place.  When  over 
eighty  years  of  age  she  walked  to  the  county  seat, 
a  distance  of  twelve  miles,  paid  her  taxes  and  then 
walked  home. 


*^^1 


JOSHUA  L.  BOYD.  There  are  few  professions 
which  require  the  amount  of  diligent  study 
and  general  information  that  are  essential  to 
a  knowledge  of  law.  One  must  first  possess 
a  good  education,  in  order  to  master  legal  terms 
understandingly,  and  must  in  addition  to  this  have 
great  concentration  of  thought.  Among  the  gen- 
tlemen who  realize  the  full  importance  of  this  call- 
ing and  add  dignity  to  the  profession  is  Joshua 
L.  Boyd,  the  Prosecuting  Attorney  of  Kalkaska 
County.  In  1876  he  entered  the  law  office  of 
Captain  Knickerbocker,  of  Hillsdale,  where  he  re- 
mained until  1878,  when  he  came  to  this  county 
with  the  intention  of  teaching  school;  but  upon  his 
arrival  here  he  was  offered  a  position  in  the  law 
office  of  Howe  &  Edwards,  with  whom  he  remained 
a  few  months.  In  the  fall  of  the  above  year  he  was 
admitted  to  the  Bar  of  Kalkaska,  where  he  has 
since  resided,  with  the  exception  of  the  two  years 
he  spent  in  practice  in  Hillsdale,  and  two  years  in 
Muskegon,  associated  with  his  brother.  The  move 
to  these  places  was  made  on  account  of  his  ill- 
health,  but  these  locations  not  benefiting  him  any 
he  returned  at  the  expiration  of  that  time  to  Kal- 
kaska. 

Our  subject  was  born  May  5,  1856,  in  Hillsdale, 
Mich.,  to  William  and  Martha  (Todd)  Boyd,  na- 
tives of  Ireland,  the  father  having  been  born  in 
County  Tyrone,  and  the  mother  hailing  from 
County  Armagh.  When  fifteen  years  of  age  the 
former  crossed  the  Atlantic  alone,  and  first  stop- 
ping in  Genesee  County,  N.  Y.,  stayed  there  while 
learning  the  carpenter's  trade.  The  lady  who  af- 
terward became  his  wife  also  made  that  locality 
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her  home  on  coming  to  America,  and  there  their 
marriage  occurred. 

The  parents  of  our  subject  came  to  Michigan  in 
1854,  locating  in  Hillsdale,  where  his  father  worked 
diligently  at  his  trade  for  a  few  years.  He  then 
purchased  a  farm  in  Wright  Township,  Hillsdale 
County,  where  he  remained  until  1894,  when  he 
sold  it  and,  coming  to  Kalkaska  County,  invested 
his  means  in  property  here.  After  coming  to  Mich- 
igan, he,  associated  with  others,  contracted  for  and 
built  many  of  the  public  edifices  and  private  res- 
idences in  Hillsdale.  His  good  wife  was  a  devoted 
member  of  the  Methodist  Episcopal  Church  and 
aided  in  various  phases  of  church  work.  She  died 
August  29,  1883. 

The  brothers  and  sisters  of  our  subject  were  eight 
in  number.  Of  these  Fred  is  a  prominent  physician 
practicing  in  St.  Louis,  Mo.,  and  is  a  graduate  of 
three  noted  medical  colleges.  He  has  also  attained 
the  degree  of  Master  of  Arts.  William  G.  is  en- 
gaged in  the  jewelry  business  at  Waldron,  this 
state;  Joseph  B.  is  a  practicing  attorney  at  Mus- 
kegon; Frank  died  February  18,  1889;  Lillie  is  the 
wife  of  Isaiah  McNett,  of  Hillsdale;  Ida  married 
W.  D.  Totten,  and  is  now  deceased;  Adellais  now 
the  wife  of  Roy  Wilson,  an  attorney  of  Waldron, 
Mich.;  and  Rena  is  the  wife  of  Freeman  Skinner,  a 
railroad  agent  of  the  above  place. 

The  original  of  this  sketch  received  a  fine  edu- 
cation in  both  the  public  and  private  schools  of 
Hillsdale.  In  the  fall  of  1894  Mr.  Boyd  was  elected 
Prosecuting  Attorney  on  the  Republican  ticket, 
which  responsible  office  he  held  ten  years  ago  for 
Kalkaska  County.  He  has  associated  with  him  in 
business  C.  C.  Jenks,  and  many  a  poor  man  owes 
his  freedom  to  their  enthusiastic  and  eloquent  de- 
fense. Mr.  Boyd  is  a  man  of  unusual  legal  ability, 
and  has  gained  many  important  cases  by  means  of 
his  unmistakable  intelligence.  In  addition  to  filling 
the  other  offices  mentioned,  he  has  been  Circuit 
Court  Commissioner. 

The  lad}^  to  whom  Joshua  L.  Boyd  was  married 
in  November,  1878,  was  Miss  LuIuE.,  daughter  of 
Joseph  and  Nancy  Totten,  and  a  sister  of  W.  D. 
Totten,  a  prominent  attorney  of  Kalkaska,  with 
whom  our  subject  was  associated  seven  years.  She 
was  born  in  Oneida  County,  N.  Y.,  and  by  her  un- 


ion with  our  subject  has  become  the  mother  of  two 
sons,  Lynn  T.,  and  Roy  W.,  deceased.  In  social 
affairs  Mr.  Boyd  is  a  Royal  Arch  Mason  and  be- 
longs to  the  Knights  of  Pythias. 


HON.  CLYDE  C.  CHITTENDEN,  State 
Senator  from  the  Twenty-seventh  Sen- 
atorial District,  justly  occupies  a  place 
among  the  eminent  men  of  Northern  Michigan, 
and  is  especially  prominent  in  the  city  of  Cadillac, 
to  the  material  development  of  which  he  has  large- 
ly contributed.  A  Republican  in  politics,  he  re- 
ceives the  unqualified  support  of  his  chosen  party, 
and  is  also  favored  by  many  leading  members  of 
the  opposing  party,  because  of  his  soundness  on 
national  and  civic  questions,  his  well  known  high 
standing  as  a  business  man,  and  his  championship 
of  every  progressive  measure. 

Owing  to  the  prominence  of  Senator  Chittenden, 
a  sketch  of  his  life  and  lineage  will  be  welcomed 
by  our  readers  as  a  valuable  addition  to  this  vol- 
ume. His  father,  William  Fletcher  Chittenden, 
was  born  in  Cattaraugus  County,  N.  Y.,  September 
5,  1835,  being  a  son  of  Hiram  andEmaline  (Payne) 
Chittenden, natives  respectively  of  Columbia  Coun- 
ty, N.  Y.,  and  Southampton,  L.I.  After  his  mar- 
riage Grandfather  Chittenden  settled  in  the  town 
of  Yorkshire,  Cattaraugus  County,  where  he  cleared 
a  tract  of  land  in  the  midst  of  the  forest  and  there- 
from improved  a  farm.  Upon  that  place  he  made 
his  home  for  a  half-century,  and  then  removed  to 
the  village  of  Delavan,  where  he  now  lives  in  re- 
tirement. He  was  born  in  1810,  and  is  therefore 
now  quite  advanced  in  years.  His  wife  died  in 
1874,  at  the  age  of  sixty-three. 

In  the  family  of  Grandfather  Chittenden  there 
were  three  sons  and  four  daughters,  of  whom  two 
died  in  childhood  and  five  are  now  living.  Will- 
iam Fletcher,  who  was  the  eldest,  was  reared  upon 
the  home  farm  and,  adopting  agriculture  for  his 
life  work,  continued  thus  engaged  until  he  came  to 
Michigan  in  1888.  Since  that  time  he  has  been 
associated  in  business  with  his  son  C.  C.     Novem- 
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ber  18,  1857,  he  married  Miss  Mary  J.  Wheeler,  a 
native  of  Yorkshire,  N.  Y.,  and  they  have  three 
children,  namely:  Hiram  M.,  who  is  a  Lieutenant 
in   the   Untied  States   army;  Clyde  C.  and  Ida  L. 

In  June,  1862,  William  F.  Chittenden  Wlisted 
as  a  member  of  Company  D,  One  Hundred  and 
Fifty-fourth  New  York  Infantry,  m  which  he 
served  until  discharged  on  account  of  physical 
disability.  On  coming  to  Michigan  he  sold  his 
farm  in  New  York,  which  consisted  of  one  hun- 
dred and  forty-five  acres  of  land.  In  addition  to 
other  business  interests,  he  is  now  serving  as  Post- 
master at  Hoxeyville.  His  political  affiliations  are 
with  the  Republican  part}^,  and  his  first  vote  was 
cast  for  John  C.  Fremont.  He  has  served  as  Jus- 
tice of  the  Peace  and  in  other  local  offices. 

The  subject  of  this  sketch  was  born  in  Yorkshire, 
Cattaraugus  County,  N.  Y.,  August  19,  1860,  and 
passed  his  early  life  upon  his  father's  farm.  He 
received  a  good  education,  graduating  in  1881 
from  an  academy  near  his  home.  Later  he  attend- 
ed Hamilton  College,  near  Utica,  N.  Y.,  where  for 
eight  months  he  pursued  his  literary  studies.  He 
commenced  to  read  law  in  the  office  of  Nash  & 
Lincoln,  at  Little  Valley,  N.  Y.,  and  contin- 
ued his  legal  readings  after  he  came  to  Michigan, 
in  the  fall  of  1883.  In  March,  1884,  he  was  ad- 
mitted to  the  Bar  and  at  once  began  the  general 
practice  of  his  profession. 

The  public  career  of  Mr.  Chittenden  began  in 
the  fall  of  1884,  when  he  was  elected  Circuit  Court 
Commissioner,  serving  one  term  in  that  capacity. 
In  1886  he  was  chosen  Prosecuting  Attorney,  and 
was  twice  re-elected,  serving  six  years  altogether. 
In  the  fall  of  1894  he  was  elected  Senator  from 
the  Twenty-seventh  Senatorial  District  of  Mich- 
igan, and  in  that  responsible  position  he  is  render- 
ing satisfactory  service  in  behalf  of  his  constit- 
uents. He  IS  one  of  the  leaders  of  the  Republican 
party  in  this  section,  and  has  done  considerable 
"stump'*  speaking  in  the  interests  of  that  organ- 
ization. He  has  been  a  delegate  to  county  and 
state  conventions,  and  has  been  a  mem  bet  of  the 
County  Central  Committee  ever  since  coming  to 
Michigan. 

In  1888,  associated  with  George  E.  Herrick,  our 
subject  embarked  in  the  business  of  handling  logs 


and  lumber.  In  February,  1890,  in  partnership 
with  his  father,  he  organized  the  Chittenden  Lum- 
ber Company,  purchasing  the  interest  of  Mr.  Her- 
rick in  the  business.  In  July,  1894,  the  enterprise 
was  reorganized  as  the  Wexford  Lumber  Com- 
pany, which  is  incorporated  with  a  capital  of  $90, 
000,  our  subject  and  his  father  being  the  principal 
stockholders.  The  officers  are  D.  F.  Diggins,  Pres- 
ident; C.  C.  Chittenden,  Vice-President;  and  Henry 
Knowlton,  Secretary  and  Treasurer.  The  mills 
owned  by  the  Wexford  Lumber  Company  are  lo- 
cated at  Hoxeyville,  and  a  railroad  has  been  built 
by  the  company  from  Osceola  to  their  plant,  it  be- 
ing known  as  the  Osceola  Lake  &  Wexford  Rail- 
road. They  own  four  thousand  acres  of  pine  lands 
and  do  a  general  real-estate  as  well  as  lumber  busi- 
ness. 

The  marriage  of  Mr.  Chittenden  occurred  in 
New  York  in  January,  1885,  his  wife  being  Grace 
Guild,  a  native  of  that  state  and  daughter  of  Will- 
iam P.  Guild,  a  farmer  of  Cattaraugus  County. 
Their  family  consists  of  three  children.  Coy  Will- 
iam, Ralph  and  Robert  H.  They  occupy  a  cozy 
and  pleasant  home,  the  property  of  Mr.  Chitten- 
den. Socially  he  is  connected  with  the  Masonic 
fraternitv. 


-^ 


WILLIAM  O.  BRADEN,  Postmaster  at 
Grayling,  and  a  member  of  the  firm  of 
Braden  &  Forbes,  settled  in  this  city  in 
the  spring  of  1886,  at  which  time  he  entered  the 
employ  of  Sailing,  Hansen  &  Co.,  in  the  capacity 
of  a  clerk.  For  more  than  two  years  he  remained 
with  them  in  that  connection,  after  which  for  a 
short  time  he  was  employed  as  traveling  salesman. 
Later,  associated  with  R.  Hansen,  he  embarked  in 
the  furniture  and  undertaking  business,  which  he 
still  continues,  though  he  has  since  made  a  change 
in  partners. 

The  Braden  family  is  of  Irish  origin.  The  fa- 
ther of  our  subject,  Archibald,  was  born  on  the 
Emerald  Isle,  and  from  there  in  early  manhood 
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emigrated  to  America,  making  settlement  in  Can- 
ada, and  embarking  in  the  occupation  of  a  farmer. 
In  Ontario  he  married  Miss  Deborah  Cunningham, 
a  native  of  that  province,  and  during  their  resi- 
dence near  Bloomfield  a  s6n  was  born  to  them, 
April  15,  1850,  whom  they  named  William.  In 
1862  the  family  removed  to  New  York  and  settled 
at  Rome,  where  the  parents  have  since  made  their 
home. 

The  subject  of  this  sketch,  who  is  the  eldest  of 
eight  children,  passed  the  years  of  boyhood  and 
youth  upon  his  father's  farm,  and  at  the  age  of 
thirteen  years  he  commenced  to  learn  the  trade  of 
a  tanner,  working  near  Kingston,  N.  Y.,  for  three 
years.  From  there  he  returned  home  and  aided 
in  the  cultivation  of  the  home  farm  for  a  few  years. 
Later  he  was  employed  as  a  farm  laborer  in  the 
western  part  of  New  York,  but  believing  that  the 
new  and  fertile  West  offered  better  opportunities 
for  the  acquirement  of  a  competence,  he  came  to 
Michigan,  in  1876,  and  has  made  this  state  his  home 
ever  since,  with  the  exception  of  a  short  time  spent 
west  of  the  Rockies. 

On  coming  to  this  state,  Mr.  Braden  was  for 
some  time  employed  as  a  farm  laborer,  and  later 
worked  in  the  woods  as  a  lumberman.  He  then 
went  to  Wj^oming  and  secured  employment  in  the 
coal  mines  at  Almi,  after  which  he  returned  to 
Michigan  and  accepted  a  position  as  traveling 
salesman  for  the  tobacco  house  of  Daniel  Scotten 
<fe  Co.,  of  Detroit.  As  above  stated,  he  came  to 
Grayling  in  1886,  and  has  since  been  engaged  in 
business  at  this  place,  being  in  partnership  with 
his  father-in-law. 

The  pleasant  young  lady  who  became  the  wife 
of  Mr.  Braden  May  13,  1877,  at  Fenton,  Mich., 
was  known  by  the  maiden  name  of  De  Ett  Forbes, 
and  is  the  daughter  of  Jacob  and  Mary  Forbes,  now 
residents  of  Grayling.  To  their  home  have  come 
two  daughters,  Grace  and  Inez,  whose  care  and 
training  are  the  joy  of  their  parents.  The  influence 
of  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Braden  is  used  in  every  way  for 
the  upbuilding  of  society  and  the  promotion  of  the 
best  interests  of  the  community  where  they  reside. 

Unswerving  integrity,  independence  of  thought, 
sturdy  industry,  and  an  honorable  regard  for  the 
laws  of  God  and  man,  have  been  among  the  most 


notable  characteristics  of  Mr.  Braden,  and  have 
been  important  factors  in  securing  his  success.  He 
is  a  man  who  gives  thoughtful  attention  to  mat- 
ters connected  with  the  welfare  of  the  people,  and 
being  an  advocate  of  freedom  in  the  trade  relations 
between  different  counties,  he  naturally  gives  his 
support  to  the  Democratic  party.  However,  he 
has  never  sought  nor  desired  offices  of  a  public  na- 
ture, and  when  elected  to  serve  in  an  official  ca- 
pacity has  almost  invariably  refused  to  qualify, 
preferring  to  devote  his  attention  to  his  private 
business  affairs.  Under  the  second  administration 
of  President  Cleveland  he  was  appointed  Postmas- 
ter at  Grayling,  and  this  responsible  position  he 
has  since  filled  to  the  satisfaction  of  the  people  of 
the  city.  Fraternally  he  is  connected  with  the 
Royal  Arch  Masons.  He  is  unusually  well  informed 
in  regard  to  matters  of  public  import,  and  is  re- 
garded, with  justice,  as  one  of  the  most  progressive 
business  men  of  Grayling. 


i>-^M?P 


JAMES  E.  WRIGHT,  County  Clerk  and  Reg- 
ister of  Deeds  of  Missaukee  Countj^,  has 
dwelt  in  Lake  City  since  April,  1886, having 
been  elected  to  these  positions  in  the  fall  of 
1890,  and  in  the  fall  of  1894  re-elected  to  serve 
for  a  third  term.  He  is  a  worker  in  the  ranks  of 
the  Republican  party,  and  has  made  a  good  record 
for  himself  and  constituents  while  a  servant  of  the 
public.  He  is  now  running  a  set  of  abstract  books 
for  the  county  on  a  system  of  his  own  origination. 
Mr.  Wright  is  a  native  of  Michigan,  his  birth 
having  occurred  in  Antrim  Township,  Shiawassee 
County,  this  state,  August  9,  1850.  He  is  one  of 
nine  children,  five  of  whom  are  deceased.  Mary 
E.  is  the  wife  of  Henry  W.  Webster,  of  McBain, 
this  state;  Francis  also  resides  in  the  above  city; 
and  Wilbur  C.  makes  his  home  in  Union  ville,  Tus- 
cola County,  Mich. 

The  parents  of  the  family  just  mentioned  were 
Isaac  S.  A.  and  Betsy  M.  (Bliss)  Wright,  both  of 
whom  were  born  in  the  Empire  State.     The  former 
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is  now  living  a  retired  life  at  McBain.  For  many 
years  he  was  a  lumberman,  and  also  conducted  a 
farm  in  Shiawassee  County.  He  came  to  this  state 
in  1835,  settling  in  Livingston  County,  where  he 
resided  for  fourteen  years.  In  1849  he  removed 
to  Shiawassee  County,  within  whose  boundaries  he 
dwelt  until  1891.  When  he  arrived  in  Michigan, 
it  had  not  yet  been  admitted  to  the  sisterhood  of 
states.  For  several  years  he  was  Supervisor  of 
Antrim  Township,  Shiawassee  County,  and  was 
one  of  its  pioneers.  His  father,  James  Wright, 
who  was  of  Scotch  descent,  was  born  in  New  York. 
His  father  and  two  brothers  emigrated  from  Scot- 
land. James  Wright  ran  a  sawmill  and  farm  in 
New  York  State  for  a  number  of  years.  In  1835 
he  became  a  settler  of  Livingston  County,  Mich., 
where  his  death  occurred  at  the  age  of  eighty-four 
years.  Ebenezer  Bliss,  father  of  Betsy  M.  Wright, 
was  also  born  in  New  York,  and  came  to  Michigan 
about  1840.  He  settled  in  Iosco  Township,  Liv- 
ingston County,  where  he  operated  a  farm  until 
his  death,  which  occurred  in  middle  life. 

James  E.  Wright  lived  on  the  old  homestead 
where  he  was  born  until  he  was  thirty-five  years 
of  age,  giving  his  attention  to  farming  and  mill- 
ing. He  received  his  early  education  in  the  dis- 
trict schools,  after  which  he  attended  the  academy 
at  Corunna,  from  which  he  was  graduated.  When 
twenty  years  of  age  he  began  teaching  in  the 
district  schools,  and  followed  that  profession  for 
upwards  of  ten  years.  In  April,  1886,  he  came  to 
this  county,  and  was  Principal  of  the  public  schools 
for 'a  year.  He  then  resigned  his  position  to  be- 
come agent  for  the  Cadillac  &  Northeastern  Rail- 
road Company,  in  whoae  employ  he  remained  for 
one  month  over  three  years.  In  the  past  four 
years,  as  we  have  stated,  he  has  been  engaged  in 
public  service. 

December  14,  1873,  Mr.  Wright  married  Ella  R. 
Wiseman.  The  young  couple  have  had  born  to 
them  two  children,  Gene  E.  and  one  who  died 
in  infancy.  Mrs.  Wright  is  a  daughter  of  Alonzo 
and  Jane  A.  (Henry)  Wiseman,  residents  of  Put- 
nam Township,  Shiawassee  County.  For  eighteen 
years  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Wright  were  members  of  the 
Methodist  denomination,  but  are  now  affiliated 
with  the  Presbyterian  Church.     Mr.  Wright  is  a 


Master  Mason,  and  also  holds  membership  with  the 
Knights  of  Pythias  and  the  Odd  Fellows'  societies. 
He  uses  his  right  of  franchise  in  favor  of  the  Re- 
publican party.  He  is  popular  and  highly  re- 
spected by  his  fellow-citizens,  and  merits  the  con- 
fidence which  they  bestow  upon  him. 


^^■>ii>>fcpfcp>» 


<n^  LBERT  E.  NEWMAN.  Nothing  is  more 
/ — \  conducive  to  the  prosperity  of  any  coun- 
ty than  the  settlement  within  its  borders 
of  a  community  of  practical,  industrious  and  pro- 
gressive business  men.  They  reinforce  every  good 
movement,  and  are  the  main  factors  in  the  devel- 
opment of  the  internal  resources  of  the  county. 
Being  men  of  character  and  probity,  they  estab- 
lish a  reputation  for  square  dealing  and  reliability 
which  in  time  forms  the  foundation  upon  which 
a  business  success  can  be  raised,  and  without  such 
foundation  the  establishment  of  business  interests 
is  a  vain  task. 

Since  coming  to  Grayling,  Mr.  Newman  has  been 
able  to  advance  materially  the  interests  of  the 
town,  and,  while  following  the  occupation  of  a 
surveyor,  has  also  in  various  other  w^ays  aided 
public-spirited  enterprises.  He  was  born  in  Plym- 
outh, Wayne  County,  Mich.,  October  31,  1836,  and 
is  a  son  of  Joel  and  Hannah  (Lyon)  Newman,  na- 
tives, respectively,  of  Long  Island,  N.  Y.,  and  Mas- 
sachusetts. They  were  united  in  marriage  in  Liv- 
ingston County,  N,  Y.,  and  in  the  fall  of  1826 
removed  to  Michigan,  becoming  pioneers  of  Wayne 
County.  At  that  time  Detroit  was  but  a  hamlet, 
and  Indians  still  roamed  over  the  otherwise  un- 
inhabited plains. 

Purchasing  a  farm  of  one  hundred  and  sixty 
acres,  the  father  of  our  subject  gave  his  attention 
to  its  improvement  and  cultivation  until  his  death, 
which  occurred  in  1865,  at  the  age  of  seventy- 
nine  years.  His  wife  had  passed  away  in  1853,  at 
the  age  of  fifty-five  years.  They  were  members  of 
the  Christian  Church,  and  trained  their  family  in 
that  faith.     Their  children  were  twelve  in  num- 
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ber,  of  whom  the  sixth,  Abigail  A.,  died  in  infancy. 
The  others  were  as  follows:  Rowenna,  who  mar- 
ried Bryant  Rockwell,  and  died  in  Milford,  Oak- 
land County,  Mich.;  Riley,  a  farmer  residing  near 
Lansing,  Mich.;  Sarah,  who  first  married  William 
Austin,  and  afterward  became  the  wife  of  George 
Mann,  their  present  home  being  in  Davison,  Gen- 
esee Count}^;  Mary  Etta,  who  married  Lansing 
Crawford,  and  died  in  Milford,  Mich.;  Moses, 
a  farmer  of  Genesee  County;  John,  a  farmer,  who 
died  in  Clinton  County;  Timothy,  also  an  agri- 
culturist, wliose  home  is  in  Clinton  Countj^;  Or- 
son, a  ranchman  of  Billings,  Mont;  Hiram,  a 
farmer  of  Livingston  County;  Amanda,  wife  of 
A.  C.  Preston,  of  Livingston  County;  and  Al- 
bert E. 

The  subject  of  this  sketch  passed  his  early  life 
upon  a  farm,  and  in  his  youth  attended  the  com- 
mon schools.  At  the  age  of  seventeen  he  began 
to  learn  the  trade  of  a  blacksmith,  at  which  he 
worked  for  two  years.  He  then  began  to  w^ork  in  the 
woods,  being  employed  as  a  land-looker  in  North- 
ern Michigan.  Through  his  unaided  efforts  he 
gained  an  excellent  knowledge  of  surveying,  which 
he  has  since  followed  with  success.  He  is  a  man 
of  great  energj^  and  abilit3%  and  inherits  qualities 
of  versa  til  itj^  and  tact  from  his  French  ancestors, 
to  which  he  has  added  the  American  characteris- 
tics of  push  and  enterprise.  Though  of  French 
descent,  the  family  is  essentially  American,  having 
been  represented  in  this  country  since  1645. 

Toward  the  close  of  the  late  Rebellion,  Mr. 
Newman  enlisted  in  Companj^  F,  Fifteenth  Michi- 
gan Infantry,  in  which  he  served  for  nine  months, 
being  honorably  discharged  at  the  close  of  the 
war.  In  August  of  1856  he  married  Miss  Sarah 
Riker,  who  was  born  in  Livingston  County,  Mich. 
Their  family  consisted  of  five  children,  as  follows: 
Flora,  wife  of  Eugene  Baker,  residing  in  Jackson 
County,  Mich.;  Charlotte,  wife  of  Fred  Raymond, 
of  Ba}'  City,  Mich.;  Mary;  Jennie,  who  married 
Peter  Borchers,  of  Saginaw;  and  Albert  E.,  Jr. 

Like  every  loyal  American,  Mr.  Newman  has 
taken  an  intelligent  interest  in  politics.  Since  the 
War  of  the  Rebellion  he  has  cast  his  vote  and  in- 
fluence with  the  Democratic  party.  He  has  held 
a  number  of  local  positions  of  trust,  among  which 


are  those  of  Township  Treasurer,  County  Surveyor 
and  Deputy  Sheriff.  Socially  he  is  a  Royal  Arch 
Mason  and  a  member  of  the  Grand  Army  of  the 
Republic.  Throughout  his  life  he  has  made  it  a 
rule  never  to  assume  responsibilities  to  the  detri- 
ment of  his  own  immediate  interests,  and  at  the 
same  time  he  has  always  discharged  conscientiously 
and  satisfactorily  the  duties  of  any  enterprise 
in  the  line  of  public  work  or  of  private  inter- 
est that  his  judgment  permits  him  to  take  upon 
himself.  His  general  intelligence,  broad  experi- 
ence and  comprehensive  knowledge  of  men  and 
the  world  have  fitted  him  to  take  positions  of  in- 
fluence m  public  life,  and  in  the  offices  that  he  has 
filled  he  has  rendered  efficient  service  in  the  in- 
terests of  his  fellow-citizens. 


HON.  JOHN  L.  SMYTHE,  Probate  Judge  of 
Roscommon  County,  was  born  in  London, 
Canada,  August  3,  1853,  and  is  the  son  of 
John  B.  and  Clarissa  A.  (Leonard)  Smythe, natives 
of  England  and  New  York  State,  respectively.  His 
grandfather,  Capt.  John  Smythe,  was  for  many 
years  in  the  British  service,  and  was  one  of  the 
soldiers  who  fought  the  memorable  battle  of  Water- 
loo. Afterward  he  crossed  the  ocean  and  settled 
in  New  York  City,  where  he  engaged  in  the  mer- 
cantile business.  From  there  he  removed  to  Lon- 
don, Canada,  and  made  his  home  in  that  city  until 
his  death. 

The  father  of  our  subject  was  a  small  boy  when 
the  family  emigrated  to  the  United  States.  He  re- 
moved with  his  father  to  Canada, and  engaged  in 
the  grocery  business  at  London  for  some  forty 
years,  meeting  with  fair  success  in  his  undertakings. 
He  is  now  retired  from  active  business,  and  is  pass- 
ing his  declining  years  in  the  enjoyment  of  a  com- 
petence accumulated  during  the  daya  of  his  activ- 
ity. He  married  in  London,  and  his  wife  died 
there  in  1873. 

The  parental  family  consisted  of  nine  children, 
and  it  is  worthy  of  note  that  all  of  the  number  are 
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still  living.  Sarah  Jane,  the  eldest,  is  the  wife  of 
Albert  Gillard,of  Muskegon,  Mich.;  John  L.  is  the 
next  to  the  eldest;  Harry  C.  is  clerk  in  a  hotel  at 
Grand  Ledge,  Fla.;  James  F.  is  in  the  wholesale 
grocery  business  in  Windsor,  Canada;  Minnie  is 
the  wife  of  Dr.  James  Edwards,  of  Grand  Rapids, 
Mich.;  Clarissa  A.  is  married  to  Caleb  Wall,  of 
London,  Canada;  Delos  W.  owns  a  six-hundred 
acre  fruit  farm  near  San  Jose,  Cal.,  and  is  extens- 
ively engaged  in  the  raising  of  fruit;  Frank  E.  C 
is  a  clerk  in  a  grocery  store  in  Chicago;  and  Hat- 
tie,  the  youngest  of  the  family,  resides  with  her 
father. 

The  subject  of  this  sketch  was  reared  in  London 
where  he  attended  the  public  schools  and  assisted 
his  father  in  the  store.  In  1875  he  went  to  Mus- 
kegon, Mich.,  and  worked  in  the  store  of  J.  C. 
Black  until  1878.  In  June  of  that  year  he  settled 
in  Roscommon,  of  which  he  was  one  of  the  pioneers. 
His  first  position  here  was  that  of  bookkeeper  for 
a  lumber  merchant,  with  whom  he  remained  for 
five  years.  During  this  time,  in  1880  and  1881, 
he  filled  the  position  of  County  Clerk,  in  which  he 
rendered  satisfactory  service.  For  about  four  years 
lie  was  in  the  lumber  business,  and  has  since  done 
a  general  office  business  in  both  real  estate  and 
insurance. 

The  political  belief  of  Mr.  Smythe  led  him  to  es- 
pouse the  cause  of  the  Republican  party,  and  he 
has  been  one  of  its  local  leaders.  In  the  fall  of 
1892  he  was  elected  Probate  Judge,  in  which  ca- 
pacity he  is  still  serving.  Four  four  years  he  was 
Township  Treasurer,  and  for  one  year  filled  the 
position  of  Village  Trustee.  Fraternally  he  is  con- 
nected with  the  Knights  of  the  Maccabees.  A  very 
important  event  in  his  history  was  his  union  in 
marriage,  December  9,  1879,  with  Miss  WiUetta  V. 
Marsh,  who  was  born  in  Bay  County,  Mich.,  and 
is  a  daughter  of  William  L.  Marsh.  Three  chil- 
dren complete  the  family  circle:  Clarissa  Adelia, 
John  B.  and  Ellen  L. 

Nothing  is  more  conducive  to  the  prosperity  of 
a  county  than  the  settlement  within  its  borders  of 
practical,  industrious  and  progressive  men.  It  has 
therefore  been  fortunate  for  the  interests  of  Ros- 
common County  that  Mr.  Smythe  sought  a  home 
within  its  limits,  and  it  may  truly  be  said  of  him 


that  he  has  been  an  important  factor  in  the  devel- 
opment of  the  resources  of  the  county.  In  all  his 
tendencies  he  is  progressive.  The  public  benefit  is 
more  to  him  than  personal  gam.  He  is  strictly 
conscientious  in  the  discharge  of  the  duties  con- 
nected with  his  office,  and  cannot  be  swerved  from 
the  line  of  duty  by  any  considerations  of  self-in- 
terest. 


\    \    WILLIAM  FREDERICK  BENKELM AN. 

\/ v/  No  man  is  more  truly  helpful  in  build- 
ing up  the  best  elements  of  social  and 
intellectual  life  than  he  who  is  at  the  head  of  a 
public  school  or  any  institution  of  learning.  It 
must  be  a  great  satisfaction  to  a  right-minded, 
progressive  man  to  feel  that  he  is  thus  helping 
forward  the  educational  processes  by  which  a  city 
makes  real  progress  out  of  the  commonplace  into  a 
higher  life.  The  gentleman  whose  name  intro- 
duces this  sketch  is  one  of  the  prominent  educators 
of  Northern  Michigan,  and  is  officiating  as  Princi- 
pal of  the  public  schools  of  Grayling,  also  as  Su- 
perintendent of  the  schools  of  Crawford  County. 
When,  in  the  fall  of  1889,  he  accepted  his  present 
position  as  Principal,  the  schools  were  not  well 
graded,  but  through  his  systematic  efforts  an  ex- 
cellent system  of  grading  has  been  introduced, 
and  classes  are  graduated  every  year.  Nine  teach- 
ers are  employed,  and  the  total  enrollment  of 
pupils  is  about  four  hundred. 

Born  near  Buffalo,  N.  Y.,  February  10,  1861, 
our  subject  is  a  son  of  Adam  and  Catherine 
(Schefele)  Benkelman,  natives  of  Wurtemberg, 
Germany,  who  were  there  reared  and  married.  They 
emigrated  to  the  United  States  about  1847,  and 
settled  in  Buffalo,  N.  Y.,  where  the  father  followed 
the  trade  of  a  cooper.  In  1865  he  came  to  Michi- 
gan and  settled  on  a  farm  near  Cass  City,  Tuscola 
County,  where  he  cleared  a  large  tract  of  land  and 
made  valuable  improvements.  For  a  number  of 
years  he  has  made  his  home  in  Cass  City,  where 
he  lives  in  retirement  from  active  labors.  In  re- 
ligion he  is  a  member  of  the  Lutheran  Evangelical 
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Church,  in  which  he  is  one  of  the  principal  con- 
tributors and  most  earnest  members. 

There  were  six  children  in  the  parental  family, 
named  as  follows:  George,  Clerk  of  Cheyenne 
County,  Kan.,  and  a  prominent  stockman  of  that 
county;  John,  a  retired  farmer  and  well-to-do  cit- 
izen of  Tuscola  County;  Louisa,  wife  of  Andrew 
Schwigler,  of  Tuscola  County;  Samuel,  a  farmer 
of  Tuscola  County;  William  F.;  and  Benjamin,  a 
stockman  in  Cheyenne  County,  Kan.  Reared  upon 
a  farm  until  sixteen  years  of  age,  our  subject  at- 
tended the  village  schools.  As  early  as  fifteen  he  be- 
gan to  teach  school,  which  profession  he  followed 
for  three  years  in  Tuscola  and  Huron  Counties.  He 
then  entered  the  Northwestern  College  at  Naper- 
ville,  111.,  where,  after  four  years  of  study,  he  was 
graduated  with  the  degree  of  Bachelor  of  Science, 
in  1883. 

After  completing  his  education,  Mr.  Benkelman 
taught  school  in  Lombard,  111.,  for  one  year,  later 
spent  five  years  in  a  similar  manner  at  Cass  City, 
and  from  there  came  to  Grayling.  A  very  im- 
portant event  in  his  life  occurred  July  23,  1886, 
when  he  was  united  in  marriage  with  Miss  Alice 
McDougall,  who  was  born  in  Middlesex  County, 
Ontario,  and  for  five  years  was  primary  teacher  in 
the  schools  of  Cass  City.  They  are  the  parents  of 
a  daughter,  Frances  Marie. 

The  political  belief  of  Mr.  Benkelman  has  led 
him  to  identify  himself  with  the  Republican  party, 
and  he  takes  due  interest  in  matters  pertaining  to 
the  public  welfare.  As  above  stated,  he  is  now 
serving  as  the  County  Superintendent  of  Schools. 
While  in  Tuscola  County,  he  was  a  member  of  the 
Board  of  School  Examiners.  At  various  times  he 
has  served  as  delegate  to  state  political  conven- 
tions, and  is  otherwise  prominently  connected 
with  party  affairs. 

In  his  religious  connections  Mr.  Benkelman  is  a 
member  of  the  Methodist  Episcopal  Church  and  is 
interested  especially  in  Sunday-school  work,  hav- 
ing been  teacher  of  the  Bible  class  for  many  years. 
Socially  he  has  attained  the  Thirty-second  Degree 
in  Masonry,  and  is  connected  with  the  Knights  of 
Pythias.  He  is  a  member  of  both  subordinate  and 
encampment  lodges  of  the  order  of  Odd  Fellows. 
During    the   summer   months   he  has   frequently 


been  called  upon  to  conduct  normal  schools,  and 
in  that  responsible  work  has  proved  the  possession 
of  a  wide  range  of  knowledge  and  an  abilit}^  to 
impart  information  to  others  in  such  a  manner 
that  it  can  be  comprehended  and  retained.  By 
his  management  of  business  affairs  he  has  acquired 
the  ownership  of  pine  lands,  and  to  some  extent 
deals  in  real  estate.  His  ability  and  character  are 
such  as  to  earn  for  him  the  esteem  and  regard  of 
all  who  know  him. 


HANS  PETERSEN  is  owner  and  proprietor 
of  the  People's  Clothing  House  at  No.  313 
River  Street,  Manistee.  His  business  is 
confined  exclusively  to  clothing  and  gents'  furnish- 
ing goods,  and  he  carries  a  large  and  well  selected 
stock.  Though  he  has  been  alone  in  business  but 
a  short  time,  he  has  manifested  his  ability  as  a 
financier  and  is  on  the  high  road  to  success.  It  is 
now  about  fourteen  years  since  Mr.  Petersen  came 
to  cast  in  his  lot  with  the  inhabitants  of  Manistee. 
At  that  time  he  had  no  means  and  had  his  own 
way  to  make.  Fie  was  not  above  working  at  any 
kind  of  honorable  employment  which  presented 
itself,  and,  with  the  characteristics  peculiar  to  his 
race,  managed  by  strict  economy  to  save  a  large 
share  of  his  earnings,  with  which  he  later  engaged 
in  business  on  his  own  account.  The  parents  of 
our  subject  were  Peter  and  Sene  (Jensen)  Hansen, 
natives  of  Denmark.  Their  son,  our  subject,  was 
born  November  2,  1856,  near  Copenhagen,  and  in 
his  native  land  received  a  fair  education.  For 
about  six  years  he  worked  in  a  book  store,  and  at 
the  age  of  twenty  years  was  pressed  into  the  Gov- 
ernment army,  in  which  he  served  for  two  years, 
as  is  required  by  law. 

It  was  in  April,  1878,  that  Hans  Petersen  bade 
adieu  to  his  relatives  and  the  Fatherland,  setting 
sail  for  New  York  City.  He  worked  for  a  year  in 
the  iron  mines  of  the  Iron  Mountains  in  northern 
New  York,  at  the  expiration  of  which  time  he 
came  to  this  place.     For  some  time  he  was  various- 
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ly  employed,  and  finally  was  engaged  to  drive  a 
suppl}^  wagon  from  Manistee  to  lumber  camps, 
M.  R.  Denning  being  his  employer.  His  next  place 
was  as  a  clerk  in  the  mercantile  house  of  F.  C.  Lar- 
sen,  with  whom  he  remained  for  eighteen  months. 
In  1886,  in  company  with  his  brother-in-law,  Mr, 
Nelson,  he  formed  a  partnership  m  the  clothing 
business.  At  the  end  of  fifteen  months  Mr.  Peter- 
sen bought  out  his  partner  and  has  since  conducted 
the  business  alone. 

November  10,  1883,  occurred  the  marriage  of 
our  subject  and  Miss  Mary  Nelson,  who  was  born 
in  Denmark  in  1858,  and  who  came  witli  her  par- 
ents to  the  United  States  in  1877.  The  young 
couple  have  had  six  children  born  to  them,  name- 
ly: Sene,  Peter,  Lene,Nora,  Clara  and  Victor.  The 
elder  ones  are  attending  the  public  schools,  and 
without  exception  they  are  bright  and  prepossess- 
ing children.  The  family  are  members  of  .  the 
Danish  Lutheran  Church  of  this  city.  In  his  po- 
litical preferences  Mr.  Petersen  is  a  Democrat,  hav- 
ing supported  that  party  since  his  naturalization, 
which  occurred  as  soon  as  possible  under  the  laws 
of  this  country.  He  is  a  good  citizen  and  a  true 
friend  to  his  adopted  countrj^ 


r  EANDER  A.  WHITE.  Nothing  is  of  more 
I  O  interest  to  a  student  of  human  nature  and 
human  events  than  to  trace  the  career  of 
one  who  has  worked  his  way  to  a  position  of  prom- 
inence by  dint  of  his  own  pluck,  push  and  perse- 
verance, and  who  has,  notwithstanding  the  strug- 
gles of  his  earlier  years,  maintained  a  deserved 
reputation  for  probity  and  honor.  Such  a  study 
we  find  in  tlie  life  of  the  subject  of  this  sketch, 
who  is  a  prominent  resident  of  West  Branch,  and 
is  now  serving  his  fifth  term  as  Register  of  Deeds 
in  Ogemaw  County. 

Mr.  White  has  been  a  resident  of  this  county 
since  1881,  at  which  time  he  settled  in  Ogemaw 
Springs  and  became  an  employe  in  the  sawmill  of 
Plummer  <fe  Bradley.     For  two  years  he  was  their 


bookkeeper,  after  which  he  took  charge  of  the 
business  as  superintendent,  and  continued  in  that 
capacity  until  resigning  to  accept  official  position. 
In  1886  he  was  elected  Register  of  Deeds,  and  this 
position  he  has  since  held,  discharging  the  duties 
connected  therewith  in  a  manner  indicative  of  his 
ability,  judgment  and  discretion. 

Born  in  Queens  County,  New  Brunswick,  De- 
cember 4,  1851,  our  subject  is  the  son  of  George 
W.  and  Mary  (Wiggins)  White.  His  great-grand- 
parents, both  paternal  and  maternal,  were  of  Eng- 
lish descent,  and  made  their  home  in  New  York 
State  until  the  Revolutionary  War  broke  out,  when 
they  removed  to  St.  John,  New  Brunswick,  and 
later  settled  in  Queens  County.  The  villages  of 
White's  Point  and  White's  Cove,  in  that  county, 
were  named  in  honor  of  the  family. 

The  father  of  our  subject  was  born  in  White's 
Cove,  New  Brunswick,  and  settled  four  miles  from 
the  state  line  of  Maine,  in  Carleton  County,  New 
Brunswick,  when  that  section  of  the  country  was 
new  and  unimproved.  He  still  lives  there,  being 
now  in  the  seventieth  year  of  his  age.  His  wife, 
who  is  also  living,  is  about  sixty-eight  years  of 
age.  While  his  attention  has  been  devoted  prin- 
cipall}"  to  the  mercantile  business,  he  has  also  been 
a  prominent  factor  in  the  political  affairs  of  his 
locality.  For  fourteen  years  he  represented  Carle- 
ton  County  in  the  Legislature  of  New  Brunswick, 
and  later  was  a  member  of  the  Legislative  Council 
until  that  body  was  abolished.  As  a  public  speaker 
he  was  fluent,  interesting  and  forcible,  and  became 
widely  known  throughout  the  province.  To  the 
cause  of  Christianity  he  has  always  been  a  liberal 
contributor,  and  is  active  in  the  work  of  the  Wes- 
leyan  Methodist  Church.  Successful  in  business 
and  in  all  his  undertakings,  he  has  accumulated  a 
competency,  and  in  his  old  age  is  passing  his  time 
quietly  in  his  pleasant  home.  In  his  youth  he 
had  few  advantages,  the  nearest  school  being  four 
miles  away.  However,  being  a  constant  student 
and  thoughtful  reader  he  has  become  well  in- 
formed. He  is  a  member  of  the  Masonic  fraternity 
and  for  many  years  was  a  prominent  Orangeman. 

The  family  of  Hon.  George  W.  White  consisted 
of  ten  children,  all  of  whom  attained  years  of  ma- 
turity.    They  were  as  follows;  Howard  B.,  who  is 
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a  merchant  and  stock-dealer  of  Carle  ton  County, 
Xew  Brunswick;  Leander  A.;  Gilbert  N.,  a  mer- 
chant of  West  Branch;  Melinda,  wife  of  Alexan- 
der Gibson,  of  Carleton  County,  New  Brunswick; 
George  L.,  who  is  in  business  with  his  father; 
Agnes  L.,  who  married  Rev.  Thomas  Parlee,  an 
Episcopalian  clergyman  residing  in  New  Bruns- 
wick; Damey,  who  married  Dr.  P.  W.  Cody,  and 
resided  in  Forest  City,  Me.,  but  died  at  the  home 
of  her  father;  Ma3^,w4io  is  at  home;  Carrie  L.,  who 
married  John  Humble,  a  merchant  of  Stanley, 
New  Brunswick;  and  Minnie. 

When  our  subject  was  about  nine  j'ears  old,  the 
family  removed  to  Centerville,  where  he  attended 
school.  After  a  three-years  course  he  was  gradu- 
ated from  the  Baptist  Seminary  at  Frederickton, 
New  Brunswick,  with  the  Class  of  '69.  He  then 
read  law  in  St.  John,  and  afterward  attended  the 
law^  department  of  Harvard  University,  from  which 
he  was  graduated  in  June,  1872.  Two  years  prior 
to  this  he  had  been  graduated  from  the  military 
school  at  St.  John.  In  the  last-named  city  and  in 
Centerville  he  conducted  a  general  legal  practice 
until  the  time  of  h:s  removal   to  Ogemaw  County. 

The  marriage  of  Mr.  White,  in  December,  1883, 
united  him  with  Miss  Mary  Wright,  who  was  born 
in  Peterborough,  Ontario,  and  is  a  daughter  of 
John  D.  Wright.  Three  children  have  been  born 
to  them,  George  W.,  Leander  A.  and  Gwendolyn. 
Mrs.  White  w^as  educated  in  Monroe,  Mich.,  and  for 
some  time  taught  school,  being  very  successful  in 
that  profession.  In  social  circles  she  is  prominent 
and  popular,  and  in  her  the  needy  have  a  helpful 
friend. 

As  a  Republican  Mr.  White  takes  an  active  in- 
terest in  local  affairs,  and  besides  the  office  he 
now  fills  has  been  the  incumbent  of  various  town- 
ship and  village  offices.  For  nine  years  he  was  a 
member  of  the  School  Board,  and  for  ten  years 
was  Secretary  of  the  Republican  County  Central 
Committee.  During  the  campaigns  his  services  are 
in  frequent  demand  for  "stump"  speeches,  and  he  is 
always  ready  to  assist  the  candidates  of  his  party 
in  every  w^a^^  possible.  Socially  he  is  a  Mason  and 
fills  the  position  of  Postmaster  of  West  Branch 
Lodge  No.  376,  A.  F.  &  A.  M.  His  religious  con- 
nections are  with  the  Methodist  Episcopal  Church. 


In  addition  to  his  otficial  duties  Mr.  White  has 
numerous  important  business  interests.  He  is  a 
member  of  the  firm  of  White  <fe  Estey,  who  are  the 
owners  of  one  of  the  leading  grocery  houses  in  West 
Branch.  He  also  owns  a  saw  and  shingle  mill  on 
Rifle  River,  which  he  has  operated  for  three  years. 
All  the  property  he  now  owns,  including  a  com- 
fortable residence  and  the  business  block  occupied 
by  the  firm  of  White  &  Estey,  he  has  made  since 
coming  to  Michigan,  and  his  success  in  his  various 
undertakings  proves  the  possession  on  his  part  of 
superior  business  talent  and  executive  ability. 


JOHN  TOLFREE,  who  is  numbered  among  the 
prominent  business  men  of  Northern  Mich- 
igan, is  a  member  of  the  banking  firm  of  Tol- 
free,  Livingston  &  Co.,  of  West  Branch,  and  is 
also  engaged  in  a  drug  and  general  mercantile 
business.  He  is  the  owner  of  large  tracts  of  farm 
and  timber  lands,  and  is  extensively  engaged  in 
lumbering.  Becoming  a  resident  of  Ogemaw  Coun- 
ty in  1879,  he  soon  afterward  embarked  in  the 
lumber  business,  and  m  1882  opened  a  general 
mercantile  store,  in  partnership  with  John  W.  Liv- 
ingston, an  experienced  merchant.  In  1888,  how- 
ever, Mr.  Tolfree  became  the  sole  proprietor,  and 
has  since  conducted  the  business  alone,  being  the 
leading  merchant  of  West  Branch. 

Associated  with  John  W.  Livingston  and  Thomas 
W.  Balentine,  in  July,  1890,  Mr.  Tolfree  organ- 
ized the  banking  house  to  which  he  has  since 
given  a  large  share  of  his  attention.  The  bank 
is  established  upon  a  solid  financial  basis  and  is 
one  of  the  substantial  and  one  of  the  well  known 
monetary  institutions  of  the  county.  It  has  the 
patronage  of  a  large  proportion  of  the  people  of 
West  Branch,  and  such  have  been  the  reliability  and 
honesty  of  its  proprietors,  that  it  enjoys  the  confi- 
dence of  the  people  to  an  unusual  extent. 

The  Tolfree  famil}^  is  of  English  origin,  the 
grandfather  of  our  subject  having  emigrated  from 
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that  country  to  Ithaca,  N,  Y.  The  subject  of  this 
notice  was  born  in  Vienna,  Ontario,  February  8, 
1855,  and  is  a  son  of  Josiah  and  Melissa  (Brock) 
Tolfree,  natives  of  New  York.  At  the  a^e  of  four 
years  lie  was  brought  by  his  parents  to  Michigan^ 
and  two  years  later  he  was  taken  into  the  home  of 
strangers,  with  whom  he  spent  his  boyhood  years 
on  a  farm  in  Oakland  County.  For  seven  years  he 
resided  with  the  family  of  Benjamin  Pier,  after 
which  he  was  employed  as  a  farm  laborer.  During 
the  summer  seasons  he  worked  hard  to  assist  in  the 
cultivation  of  the  land,  but  in  the  winter  months 
he  was  permitted  to  attend  school,  doing  chores 
to  pay  for  his  board. 

At  the  age  of  seventeen  Mr.  Tolfree  went  to 
the  Saginaw  Valley,  and  for  a  time  was  waiter  in 
a  hotel,  after  which  he  went  to  Wells,  a  small 
lumbering  town,  and  assisted  his  brother-in-law  in 
a  hotel.  From  there  he  went  to  West  Bay  City, 
continuing  in  the  employ  of  his  brother-in-law, 
Perry  Phelps.  At  the  expiration  of  three  years 
he  formed  a  partnership  with  Mr.  Phelps  in  the 
hotel  business  at  West  Bay  City,  where  he  remained 
until  the  date  of  his  removal  to  West  Branch.  On 
coming  here  lie  was  without  capital,  but  being  in- 
dustrious and  energetic,  he  has  made  a  success  of 
his  various  enterprises.  He  now  deals  in  timber 
and  farming  lands,  of  which  lie  owns  several 
thousand  acres,  mostly  situated  in  Ogemaw  County. 
By  his  mai'riage  with  Miss  Joanna  Kennelly,  Mr. 
Tolfree  has  two  children  living:  Edwina  M.  and 
Daniel  E.  Two  other  children  died  in  infancy. 
In  politics  our  subject  is  a  pronounced  Republican 
and  is  active  in  local  affairs.  He  was  the  first 
President  of  the  village  of  West  Branch,  but  has 
preferred  to  give  his  attention  wholly  to  his  busi- 
ness affairs,  undisturbed  by  the  cares  incident  to 
official  life.  Socially  he  is  a  Thirty-second  Degree 
Mason  and  a  member  of  the  Mystic  Shrine.  His 
residence  is  one  of  the  neat  and  comfortable  homes 
of  West  Branch,  and  in  it  he  and  his  estimable 
wife  welcome  and  hospitably  entertain  their  large 
circle  of  friends. 

A  man  of  foresight  and  excellent  judgment, 
the  progress  made  by  Mr.  Tolfree  in  early  life  was 
slow  but  sure.  The  rule  of  his  business  has  been 
to  go  as  far  as  his  means    would  permit,  but  no 


further.  It  has  also  been  a  marked  trait  of  his 
character  that  he  has  carefully  balanced  every  sub- 
ject and  arrived  at  a  logical  conclusion  before  un- 
dertaking any  enterprise.  In  his  dealings  with 
his  fellow-men  it  has  ever  been  his  aim  to  be  up- 
right and  honorable,  and  his  course  in  life  has  been 
such  as  to  gain  for  him  the  confidence  of  those 
with  whom  he  has  business  relations. 


WILLIAM  F.  JOHNSTON,  County  Clerk 
and  Register  of  Deeds  at  Roscommon, 
became  a  resident  of  the  county  April 
1,  1880,  when  a  child  of  ten  years.  He  was  born 
in  Peterborough,  Canada,  March  1,  1870,  and  is 
the  only  child  of  William  R.  and  Mary  Jane 
(Brown)  Johnston,  natives  of  Canada  and  Ireland, 
respectively.  The  family  left  Canada  in  1877,  and 
resided  in  various  towns  in  Northern  Michigan 
until  1880,  when  they  settled  permanentljMn  Ros- 
common. 

The  father  of  our  subject,  who  for  some  years 
filled  the  position  of  foreman  on  a  section  of  the 
Michigan  Central  Railroad,  was  elected  Marshal 
upon  the  incorporation  of  the  village  of  Roscom- 
mon, in  1881,  and  served  in  that  capacity  for  one 
year.  He  then  purchased  a  farm  within  two  miles 
of  this  place.  The  land  was  then  entirely  unim- 
proved,  but  through  his  efforts  it  has  been  placed 
under  good  cultivation  and  improved  with  a  set  of 
substantial  farm  buildings.  In  addition  to  the 
cultivation  of  the  three  hundred  and  sixty  acres 
comprising  the  farm,  he  is  engaged  in  dealing  in 
timber  and  logs. 

As  a  Repubhcan,  William  R.  Johnston  is  influen- 
tial in  local  affairs,  and  upon  the  party  ticket  he 
has  been  elected  to  various  offices  of  trust  and  re- 
sponsibility. For  five  years  he  served  as  Super- 
visor of  Gernsh  Township.  At  different  times  he 
has  also  served  as  Justice  of  the  Peace,  County 
Superintendent  of  the  Poor  and  Deputy  Sheriff. 
He  was  born  near  Peterborough,  Canada,  in    1841, 
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being  a  son  of  William  Johnston,  a  native  of  Ire- 
land, who  in  early  life  emigrated  to  Canada,  and, 
settling  on  a  farm  near  Peterborough,  continued 
to  make  his  home  there  until  his  death.  His  family 
consisted  of  five  sons  and  five  daughters. 

Reared  upon  a  farm  in  Canada,  W.  R.  Johnston 
worked  at  lumbering  for  some  time  after  attaining 
man's  estate.  Afterward  he  engaged  in  railroad- 
ing. Being  a  poor  man,  he  was  obliged  to  endure 
many  hardships,  and  found  the  pathway  to  success 
by  no  means  an  easy  one.  Industry  and  deter- 
mination, however,  enabled  him  to  finally  secure  a 
reasonable  amount  of  prosperity,  and  he  is  num- 
bered among  the  well-to-do  citizens  of  Roscommon 
Count3\  His  school  advantages  were  limited,  but 
being  a  reader  he  is  always  well  posted  on  affairs 
of  importance.  Socially  he  is  connected  with  the 
Independent  Order  of  Odd  Fellows  and  the  Knights 
of  the  Maccabees. 

The  education  of  our  subject,  commenced  in  the 
village  schools  of  Roscommon,  was  afterward  car- 
ried on  in  the  Agricultural  College  at  Lansing. 
While  attending  college,  at  theage  of  nineteen, he 
was  appointed  Committee  Clerk  for  the  Committee 
on  Railroads  in  the  State  Legislature,  and  served 
in  that  capacity  during  the  session  of  1889-90. 
He  then  assisted  at  home  until  the  spring  of  1891, 
when  he  became  bookkeeper  for  Charles  Blanchard, 
the  lumberman,  at  Roscommon,  with  whom  he  re- 
mained until  the  mill  closed  down  in  the  fall.  In 
the  fall  of  1894  he  was  elected  County  Clerk  and 
Register  of  Deeds,  in  which  capacities  he  has  since 
rendered  service  that  reflects  credit  upon  his  own 
ability  and  upon  the  judgment  of  his  fellow-citi- 
zens who  chose  him  for  the  offices.  He  maintains 
a  deep  interest  in  matters  of  a  public  nature,  and 
politically  is  a  pronounced  Republican.  In  addi- 
tion to  the  positions  he  now  holds,  he  has  served  as 
School  Inspector  and  Justice  of  the  Peace. 

July  27,  1894,  Mr.  Johnston  was  united  in  mar- 
riage with  Miss  Bertha  J.  Mallory,  who  was  born 
in  Tliornton,  St.  Clair  Count}-,  Mich.,  and  is  a 
daughter  of  Warren  B.  and  Elmiia  (Turner)  Mal- 
lory, residents  of  that  county.  They  are  the  par- 
ents of  one  child,  named  Lulu  Louise.  In  his  fra- 
ternal relations  Mr.  Johnston  is  Past  Commander 
Of  Tent  Ko.   61,  K.  O.  T.  M.,  and  Past  Grand  of 


Roscommon  Lodge  No.  264, 1.  O.  O.  F.  In  con- 
nection with  his  father  he  is  interested  in  various 
business  enterprises,  as  well  as  in  those  measures 
of  a  public  nature  calculated  to  promote  the  wel- 
fare of  the  people  and  aid  in  developing  the  re- 
sources of  this  part  of  the  state. 


v^ 


^^ 
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0HARLES  D.  BARGFIOORN,  Prosecuting 
Attorney  of  Lake  County  and  a  prominent 
resident  of  Luther,  where  he  has  resided 
since  1882,  is  a  native  of  Holland,  and  was  born  in 
Amsterdam  on  New  Year's  Day,  1844.  He  is  the 
son  of  Peter  and  Angeline  Barghoorn,  the  former 
of  whom  was  at  one  time  owner  of  a  large  dry- 
goods  establishment  in  Amsterdam,  but  died  when 
our  subject  was  a  child  of  eight  years.  The  mer- 
cantile establishment  was  continued  by  his  widow 
until  her  death  in  1884,  since  which  time  it  has  been 
managed  by  a  member  of  the  family.  In  the  family 
there  were  four  sons,  but  three  of  them,  Fred,  Al- 
bert and  Herman,  are  deceased.  The  only  sister, 
Mrs.  Johanna  Van  Den  Berg,  resides  in  Holland. 

At  the  age  of  seven  years  the  subject  of  this 
notice  was  sent  away  from  home  to  attend  school, 
where  he  remained  until  he  was  fifteen  years  of  age. 
He  was  the  recipient  of  excellent  educational  ad- 
vantages, and  in  an  academy  at  Holland  laid  the 
foundation  of  his  subsequent  broad  information 
concerning  history  and  literature.  In  addition  to 
his  widely  extended  information  upon  topics  of 
current  interest,  he  is  a  fluent  linguist,  and  speaks 
with  ease  the  French,  German,  Italian,  English  and 
other  languages. 

Since  sixteen  years  old,  Mr.  Barghoorn  has  made 
his  own  way  in  the  world.    In  1860  Ue  entered  a 
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stock-broker's  office,  and  a  few  months  later  was  a 
member  of  the  stock  exchange  at  Amsterdam.  He 
remained  there  until  1866,  after  which,  as  foreign 
correspondent  for  the  Bank  of  Rotterdam  at  Java, 
East  Indies,  his  time  was  fully  occupied  until  1869. 
On  his  return  to  Europe,  he  went  to  London  and 
was  there  engaged  in  the  commission  business.  He 
passed  the  civil-service  examination  at  Batavia,  and 
received  his  diploma  in  1867. 

Crossing  the  Atlantic  in  1872,  Mr.  Barghoorn 
traveled  throughout  the  United  States,  being  en- 
gaged as  a  teacher  of  languages  and  in  literary 
work.  For  a  time  he  was  proof-reader  and  did  ed- 
itorial work  for  a  publishing  house  in  Cincinnati. 
In  1875  he  went  to  Chicago,  where  ho  obtained  a 
position  as  bookkeeper  for  a  jewelry  house.  In 
1877  he  became  head  bookkeeper  for  A.  Booth,  with 
whom  he  remained  five  years.  Believing  that  a 
change  of  climate  would  benefit  his  rapidl}^  failing 
health,  he  came  to  Northern  Michigan  in  1882, 
settling  in  Luther  in  September  of  that  year.  Here 
he  became  publisher  of  the  Luther  Lance^  the 
first  paper  published  in  this  village.  He  also  dealt 
in  real  estate  and  read  law,  being  admitted  to  the 
Bar  in  Januarj^,  1885,  since  which  time  he  has  given 
his  attention  to  the  profession.  November  3,  1892, 
he  was  appointed  Prosecuting  Attorney,  and  the 
same  month  was  elected  to  the  office,  to  which  he 
was  re-elected  November  6,  1894.  A  Republican 
in  politics,  he  has  been  Justice  of  the  Peace  for  nine 
years,  and  also  served  on  the  School  Board,  during 
which  time  he  assisted  in  organizing  the  graded 
schools. 

While  in  Chicago,  Mr.  Barghoorn  was  united  in 
marriage,  in  January,  1877,  with  Miss  Christine 
Swartz,  a  sister  of  S.  P.  Swartz,  of-  Grand  Rapids. 
This  estimable  lady  was  born  in  Pennsylvania  and 
died  at  Luther  in  February,  1892,  leaving  three 
children, Frederick  P.,  Elso  S.  and  Edith  A.  Soci- 
ally Mr.  Barghoorn  is  connected  with  the  Knights 
of  Pythias,  and  is  Court  Deputy  of  the  Order  of 
Foresters  at  Luther.  He  is  a  man  who  has  trav- 
eled extensively,  both  in  America  and  the  Old 
World,  and  by  coming  in  contact  with  every  phase 
of  existence  has  developed  that  broadness  of  in- 
tellect and  strength  of  character  that  are  predom- 
inant features  of  hjs  intellectual  organism.  As  an 
15 


attorney,  he  is  skillful  in  logic,  quick  in  reasoning 
faculties,  cautious,  shrewd  and  discriminating,  and 
has  met  with  a  success  that  is  justly  merited.  He 
is  a  member  of  the  Episcopal  Church. 


WILLIAM  H.  BROWNE,  a  prominent 
lawyer  of  Harrison,  holds  the  respon- 
sible position  of  Treasurer  of  Clare 
County.  His  residence  within  the  limits  of  the 
county  dates  from  April,  1880,  at  which  time  he 
located  in  Farw^ell.  He  had  but  824  as  capital,  and 
rather  than  take  the  chances  in  the  practice  of  law, 
the  returns  from  which  must  necessarily  be  very 
slow,  he  accepted  the  position  of  Principal  of  the 
public  schools  to  finish  the  unexpired  term  of  his 
predecessor.  His  work  was  so  satisfactory  that  he 
was  re-elected  for  the  winter  of  1880-81. 

At  the  close  of  the  school  year  Mr.  Browne  came 
to  Harrison,  the  county  seat.  For  nearly  six 
years  he  was  in  partnership  with  George  J.  Cum- 
mings,  but  since  January,  1892,  he  has  been  alone. 
He  has  succeeded  m  building  up  a  remunerative 
practice  and  a  good  reputation  as  a  lawyer.  In 
politics  he  has  always  been  an  ardent  supporter  of 
the  Republican  party  and  has  frequently  been 
honored  by  his  fellow-citizens  by  being  intrusted 
with  various  public  oflSces.  In  1881  he  was  chosen 
Superintendent  of  the  Poor,  and  served  as  such  for 
eight  years.  After  six  years  in  the  capacity  of 
Circuit  Court  Commissioner  he  declined  further 
nomination.  For  five  years  he  served  acceptably 
as  Justice  of  the  Peace.  In  1892  he  was  elected 
County  Treasurer,  being  the  only  successful  Re- 
publican candidate  on  the  county  ticket,  and  in 
1894  received  the  largest  majority  ever  given  to  a 
Republican  county  candidate. 

Mr.  Browne  is  unacquainted  with  the  genealogy 
of  his  family,  as  he  was  but  a  babe  when  his  fa- 
ther, William  Browne,  went  to  California  to  seek 
his  fortune  in  the  gold  mines,  and  died  while  there. 
The  mother,  Mary,  died  when  her  son,  William, 
who  was  an  only  child,  was  ^ight  years  of  age.    H^ 
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was  born  m  Erie  County,  N.  Y.,  February  2,  1850. 
A  lady  who  had  been  a  nurse  in  the  family  took 
him  to  Canada,  and  when  he  was  four  years  old 
he  became  a  member  of  a  Canadian  family,  but  was 
ill-treated,  and  at  the  end  of  six  months  ran  away. 
For  a  sliort  time  he  was  cared  for  by  an  Irishwo- 
man at  St.  Catharines,  after  which  he  lived  for  a 
year  with  Alexander  Muir,  a  ship-owner  and  ship- 
builder of  Port  Dalhousie,  Canada,  then  returning 
to  the  kind-hearted  Irishwoman's  home.  One  day 
he  wandered  on  board  a  vessel  owned  by  Capt.  D. 
N.  Millotte,  of  Leamington,  Ontario,  with  whom 
he  remained  until  the  fall  of  1864,  when  the  Cap- 
tain was  lost  on  Lake  Michigan. 

In  the  spring  of  1865  W.  H.  Browne  went  to 
Ohio,  and  for  two  years  worked  at  Put-in-Bay  and 
Toledo,  then  returned  to  Canada.  In  April,  1867, 
he  came  to  Michigan  and  stopped  at  Pontiac, 
where  he  obtained  employment  as  a  farm  hand 
with  G.  M.  Shattuck.  He  was  now  seventeen 
years  of  age,  and  began  to  realize  the  importance 
of  a  good  education.  While  working  as  a  farm 
hand  he  attended  school  and  made  such  good  prog- 
ress in  his  studies  that  he  soon  obtained  a  certifi- 
cate entitling  him  to  teach,  and  this  vocation  he 
followed  for  the  next  five  winters  in  the  vicinity 
of  Wall  Lake,  Oakland  County.  In  the  summer 
he  either  attended  a  school  or  worked  for  farmers. 

It  was  in  1877  that  Mr.  Browne  commenced  to 
study  the  profession  which  he  has  since  followed. 
He  entered  the  office  of  Hon.  Henry  M.  Look,  and 
later  studied  with  Messrs.  Robins  <fe  Davis,  of 
Pontiac,  during  this  time  acting  as  Deputy  Coun- 
ty Clerk  for  over  a  year.  In  1878  he  was  admit- 
ted to  the  Bar,  but  after  that  entered  the  senior 
class  in  the  law  department  of  the  University  of 
Michigan,  and  was  graduated  with  the  Class  of  '79. 
He  then  went  to  Petoskey,  where  he  remained 
onl}'  a  short  time,  and  on  account  of  ill-health 
made  a  trip  to  Canada.  From  August,  1879,  he 
worked  on  the  County  Poor  Farm  in  Oakland 
Count}^  until  December,  when  he  obtained  a  school 
and  taught  for  a  term.  Then,  as  previously  stated, 
he  became  a  resident  of  this  county. 

On  Christmas  Day,  1881,  Mr.  Browne  married 
Ella  M.,  daughter  of  M.  Lake,  a  farmer  of  Oakland 
County,   where  she  was  bovu   in   1858.     By   her 


marriage  she  has  become  the  mother  of  two  sons 
and  a  daughter,  namely:  William  H.,  Theodore 
M.  and  Ethel  A.  In  his  social  relations  Mr. 
Browne  is  a  Royal  Arch  Mason,  a  member  of  the 
Independent  Order  of  Odd  Fellows,  the  Uniformed 
Rank  of  the  Knights  of  Pythias,  the  Ancient  Order 
of  United  Workmen  and  the  Knights  of  the  Mac- 
cabees. He  is  a  young  man  of  good  ability  and  a 
high  sense  of  his  duty  to  his  fellow-men,  who  have 
shown  their  confidence  in  him  by  honoring  him 
with  a  high  position.  In  religious  faith  he  is  a 
Congregationalist,  while  his  wife  belongs  to  the 
Presbyterian  denomination. 


/^LYDE  B.  STOCKEN,  Clerk  of  Ogemaw 
^  J  County,  and  one  of  the  most  popular 
young  men  of  West  Branch,  was  born  in 
Galesburg,  Kalamazoo  County,  Mich.,  March  2, 
1867.  He  was  educated  in  the  high  school  at 
Pinckney,  Livingston  County,  and  on  the  1st  of 
February,  1881,  came  with  the  other  members  of 
the  family  to  West  Branch,  where  he  has  since 
made  his  home.  For  three  years  he  was  engaged 
as  clerk  for  W.  M.  McCrossen,  and  from  1885  until 
1889  served  as  Deputy  Postmaster  at  West  Branch. 
For  six  months  afterward  he  was  in  the  employ  of 
the  Chicago  Educational  Society. 

In  1890  Mr.  Stocken  was  nominated  for  the  office 
of  County  Clerk,  to  which  he  was  elected  in  the 
fall  of  the  same  year,  and  entered  upon  the  duties 
of  the  position  January  1,  1891.  So  satisfactory 
was  his  service  that  he  was  re-elected  in  the  fall  of 
1892,  and  again  in  1894,  and  is  now  serving  his 
third  term.  As  an  official  he  is  accurate  and 
painstaking,  and  b}^  his  intelligent  and  judicious 
management  of  his  department  he  has  gained  the 
esteem  of  all  with  whom  he  has  business  associa- 
tions. A  Democrat  in  politics,  he  was  the  only 
candidate  on  that  ticket  who  was  elected  in  1892 
and  1894,  the  county  in  the  latter  year  giving  a 
Republican  majority  of  two  hundred  ?md  forty. 
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The  fact  that  he  was  elected  by  a  majority  of 
eighty-seven  votes  proves  his  popularity  with  the 
people  of  all  parties.  Socially  he  is  a  raember  of 
the  Knights  of  the  Maccabees,  and  is  also  identified 
with  the  Knights  of  Pythias,  being  Past  Chancel- 
lor of  Rathbone  Lodge  No.  102. 


WILLIAM  H.  SMITH,  Register  of  Deeds 
of  Otsego  County,  arrived  in  what  is 
now  Bagley  Township  July  9,  1873, 
and  within  a  few  days  located  the  southeast  quar- 
ter of  section  4,  township  30  north,  range  3  west, 
where  he  cleared  and  improved  a  valuable  farm, 
building  on  the  place  the  first  house  with  plastered 
walls  north  of  Otsego  Lake.  The  farm  is  now 
within  the  corporate  limits  of  the  village  of  Gay- 
lord,  and  some  twenty-four  acres  have  been  plat- 
tod  into  village  lots. 

In  connection  with  agricultural  pursuits,  Mr. 
Smith,  associated  with  another  gentleman,  built  a 
double  log  house  and  opened  a  hotel,  which  he 
conducted  for  a  time.  He  kept  the  first  store  in 
Gaylord,  and  became  the  first  Postmaster  of  the 
village,  also  acted  as  agent  for  the  Jackson,  Lan- 
sing &  Saginaw  Railroad  Company  in  the  sale  of 
their  lands  here.  For  some  four  3^ears  he  con- 
ducted general  mercantile  pursuits,  after  which  he 
kept  a  hotel,  and  later  followed  farming  and  lum- 
bering for  some  ten  years.  He  then  built  a  shingle- 
mill  at  Otsego  Lake,  where  he  remained  for  two 
years.  In  the  fall  of  1894  he  was  elected  to  the 
office  of  Register  of  Deeds,  which  he  has  since 
filled  with  marked  efficiency. 

In  Stockbridge,  Ingham  County,  Mich.,  he  was 
born  November  3,  1840,  and  is  a  son  of  William 
and  Rebecca  D.  (Foster)  Smith,  natives  of  Rut- 
land, Vt.,  and  Genesee  County,  N.  Y.,  respectively. 
His  parents  were  married  in  Elba,  N.  Y.,  thence 
came  to  Michigan  about  1834,  and  settled  first  at 
Ann  Arbor,  but  later  moved  to  Ingham  County, 
where  the  father  entered  a  tract  of  GoveriUDent 


land,  and  remained  until  death.  By  trade  he  was 
a  carpenter  and  builder.  In  his  political  views  he 
was  first  a  Democrat,  but  later  advocated  Free  Soil 
principles.  For  some  time  he  filled  the  office  of 
Justice  of  the  Peace,  and  died  while  holding  court. 

The  family  of  William  Smith  consisted  of  five 
children,  namely:  Lewis,  who  died  in  New  York 
in  infancy;  Biansa  M.,  who  married  A.  M.  Beebe, 
and  died  February  14,  1895;  William  H.;  Lemuel 
F.,  who  died  at  Wayne  Junction;  and  Freedom  A., 
who  married  S.  L.  Mead,  of  Detroit.  The  follow- 
ing obituary  notice  from  the  Grand  Rapids  Demo- 
crat regarding  the  death  of  Mrs.  Beebe  will  be 
of  interest  to  many: 

"Mrs.  Biansa  M.  Beebe,  who  left  her  many  friends 
on  earth  in  the  early  morning  of  February  14, 
was  consigned  to  a  vault  in  the  Valley  City  Ceme- 
tery, Sunday  February  17.  The  services  were  held 
at  the  family  home,  No.  16  Charles  Street,  and 
were  conducted  by  the  Rev.  Mr.  Hubbs,  rector  of 
Grace  Episcopal  Church,  of  which  she  was  a  mem- 
ber. A  profusion  of  flowers,  which  she  dearly 
loved,  the  heartfelt  offering  of  sorrowing  friends, 
filled  the  room  where  she  lay  peacefully  resting. 

"Mrs.  Beebe  was  a  great-granddaughter  of  Judge 
Lemuel  Foster,  of  Elba,  N.  Y.,  who,  with  his  father 
and  fifteen  older  brothers,  served  in  the  War  of 
the  Revolution,  their  united  services  amounting 
to  sixty  years.  In  her  childhood  her  parents  re- 
moved from  Bethany.  N.  Y.,  to  Michigan,  where 
she  was  left  an  orphan  in  her  early  j^outh.  In 
1854  she  was  married  to  Maj.  A.  M.  Beebe,  now  of 
this  city.  Her  husband,  and  only  brothers,  Will- 
iam and  Lemuel  Smith,  served  in  the  Union  army 
during  nearly  the  whole  time  of  the  late  war. 
For  several  years  past  she,vwith  her  husband,  and 
son.  Will  L.  Beebe,  and  family,  have  resided  at  No. 
16  Charles  Street,  where  her  unselfish  kindness  and 
ready  S3nnpathy  secured  to  her  the  warm  friend- 
ship of  all  who  knew  her.  Her  cheerful  resigna- 
tion and  thoughtful  preparation  for  the  sad  part- 
ing during  an  almost  hopeless  illness  were  a  re- 
markable evidence  of  her  faith  and  trust  in  a 
merciful  God." 

At  the  time  of  his  father's  death,  our  subject 
was  about  twelve  years  of  age,  and  he  continued 
afterward  to  reside  ii;  the  village  of  Stockbridge, 
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where  he  attended  school  and  clerked  in  a  store. 
May  16,  1861,  he  enlisted  as  a  member  of  Com- 
pany K,  Fourth  Michigan  Infantry,  in  which  he 
served  three  years.  As  a  veteran  he  was  con- 
solidated with  the  First  Michigan  Infantry, and  in 
the  last  regiment  he  was  promoted  to  First  Lieu- 
tenant, commanding  his  company,  and  served  al- 
together for  four  3^ears.  During  the  Peninsular 
campaign  he  was  one  of  the  color-guards.  The  com- 
mand to  which  he  belonged  was  assigned  to  the 
Army  of  the  Potomac,  in  which  he  served,  taking 
part  in  all  the  engagements  from  the  first  battle  of 
Bull  Run  to  the  surrender  at  Appomattox.  It  was 
his  privilege  to  see  the  white  flag  brought  into 
line  announcing  Lee's  suiTcnder.  He  was  an  act- 
ive, brave  soldier,  always  ready  for  duty,  and  is 
one  of  the  three  survivors  among  the  color-guards 
who  served  in  the  seven-days  battle  in  front  of 
Richmond.  At  Appomattox  his  shoes  were  worn 
out  and  he  had  notliing  but  cloths  to  protect  his 
feet.  During  the  closing  days  of  the  war  he  was 
detailed  Quartermaster  of  the  First  Regiment. 

At  the  close  of  the  Rebellion  Mr.  Smith  returned 
to  Stockbridge,  and  for  one  year  was  interested  in 
merchandising,  after  which  he  went  to  Owosso 
and  worked  in  a  store.  From  that  city  he  went 
to  Saginaw,  where  he  was  also  employed  in  a 
store.  Later  he  was  in  Detroit  for  a  short  time, 
then  established  a  business  at  Mason,  which  he 
conducted  for  two  years.  Afterward  he  carried 
on  a  commission  business  at  Saginaw,  but  on  ac- 
count of  the  panic  of  1873  retired  from  the  en- 
terprise, removing  from  there  to  Otsego  County. 

The  lady  who  became  the  wife  of  Mr.  Smith 
was  Miss  Mary  E.  Mead,  a  native  of  Oakland  Coun- 
ty, Mich.  They  have  had  six  children,  named  as 
follows:  Bertha  E.,  Lewis  C,  Mary  and  Mabel 
(twins),  William  L.  and  Florence  R.  Politically 
Mr.  Smith  is  a  Republican.  He  was  the  first  Treas- 
urer of  Livingston  Township,  has  also  been  Super- 
visor and  Justice  of  the  Peace.  In  local  matters 
he  has  always  taken  an  active  interest,  and  fre- 
quently has  represented  his  party  as  a  delegate  to 
political  conventions.  He  is  an  enthusiastic  Grand 
Army  man,  and  belongs  to  the  post  at  Gay  lord. 
Since  1862  he  has  held  membership  in  the  Masonic 
fraternity,  aud  is  also  actively  connegted  with  the 


Independent  Order  of  Good  Templars.  As  a  citi- 
zen he  is  progressive  and  enterprising,  and  in  his 
official  duties  is  exact,  faithful  and  industrious, 
his  services  in  the  capacity  of  Register  of  Deeds 
reflecting  credit  upon  his  own  ability  and  proving 
most  satisfactory  to  all  concerned. 


1^4^ 


TT>  RNEST  W.  HASTINGS.     The  family  rep- 

£  Cy  resented  by  this  prominent  business  man 
of  Traverse  City  is  of  English  origin. 
The  first  of  the  name  in  America  were  two  broth- 
ers, who  came  to  this  country  from  England  and 
settled  in  the  state  of  New  York  at  a  very  early 
day.  A  robust  constitution  and  longevity  have 
been  two  prominent  characteristics  of  the  race.  Its 
representatives  have  rapidly  increased  and,  settling 
in  various  parts  of  the  country,  have  made  the 
name  a  familiar  one  in  the  annals  of  many  states. 
The  members  of  the  family  have  without  exception 
been  progressive  and  patriotic  citizens,  of  whom 
any  nation  might  well  be  proud.  The  great-grand- 
father of  our  subject  was  one  of  the  number  who, 
during  the  dark  da^^s  of  the  Revolution,  offered 
his  services  to  the  Colonial  army,  endured  all  the 
hardships  of  that  sanguinary  struggle,  and  finally 
shared  in  the  triumph  of  the  great  victory  over 
oppression  and  tyranny. 

The  grandfather  of  our  subject  was  a  resident  of 
Ohio,  where  he  engaged  in  agricultural  pursuits. 
Our  subject's  father,  Silas  Hastings,  was  a  native 
of  Ohio,  and  by  occupation  a  contractor  and  build- 
er. He  removed  to  Michigan,  and  was  engaged  in 
business  at  Lansing  when  the  Civil  War  broke  out. 
He  at  once  enlisted,  and  became  a  member  of 
the  First  Michigan  Regiment  of  Engineers  and 
Mechanics  in  1861.  Subsequently  he  was  trans- 
ferred to  the  gunboat  service  and  went  down  the 
Mississippi  River.  All  the  hardships  incident  to 
war  were  experienced  by  him,  and  while  serving 
his  country  with  valor  and  fidelity  he  died,  at  the 
age  of  ^bout  forty  years.    His  wif^  w^s   in   her 
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maidenhood  Elizabeth  Woodhams,  and  survived 
him  Qiany  years,  dying  at  the  age  of  sixty-five 
years. 

The  only  child  of  Silas  and  Elizabeth  Hastings 
is  Ernest  W.,  the  subject  of  this  notice.  He  was 
born  in  Lansing,  Mich.,  April  16,  1855,  and  re- 
mained in  that  city  until  nine  years  old,  when,  his 
father  having  died  in  the  army,  he  came  with  his 
mother  to  Traverse  City.  In  the  public  schools  of 
this  village  he  conducted  his  studies  until  sixteen 
years  of  age,  when  he  went  to  Cleveland,  Ohio, 
and  began  to  learn  the  trade  of  pattern-making  in 
an  iron  foundry.  He  remained  two  years,  mean- 
time obtaining  a  fair  knowledge  of  the  business. 
On  his  return  to  Traverse  City  he  was  similarly 
engaged  in  the  foundry  and  machine-shops.  For 
a  short  time  he  continued  thus  employed,  after 
which  he  accepted  a  position  with  J.  E.  Greilick. 
With  that  gentleman  he  continued  for  six  years, 
and  during  the  last  three  years  he  was  foreman, 
having  charge  of  the  machinery  for  the  manufac- 
ture of  sash,  doors  and  blinds. 

On  the  3d  of  August,  1880,  Mr.  Hastings  met 
with  an  accident  which  disabled  him  for  that 
work,  and  was  the  occasion  of  making  a  change  in 
his  business,  being  the  turning-point  in  his  career. 
For  the  ten  succeeding  years  he  engaged  in  the  sale 
of  musical  instruments  and  sewing-machines,  which 
he  pushed  with  characteristic  energy,  traveling  in 
the  counties  of  Grand  Traverse,  Leelanaw,  Antrim 
and  Benzie.  This  gave  him  a  wide  acquaintance 
in  this  vicinity,  and  enabled  him  to  establish  an 
enviable  reputation  as  a  business  man. 

In  the  fall  of  1890,  upon  the  completion  of  the 
Masonic  Building,  Mr.  Hastings  rented  office  room 
therein,  and  commenced  the  real-estate  and  insur- 
ance business.  The  first  few  months  were  not  pro- 
lific in  results,  but  it  was  the  right  time  to  start 
here  in  such  business,  as  the  improvements  were 
well  under  way,  and  changes  in  real  estate  were 
being  made  rapidly.  By  perseverance  and  energy 
he  has  been  successful,  having  built  up  the  leading 
business  of  the  kind  in  the  county.  In  the  values 
of  real  estate  he  has  become  an  expert,  and  his 
judgment  is  considered  of  iaiportance. 

Mr.  Hastings  married  Miss  Sarah  Chantler,  a 
native  of  New  York   State,  and   they  have   four 


children,  Ralph,  Edith,  Grace  and  Walter,  all  of 
whom  are  students  in  the  Traverse  City  schools. 
As  a  Republican,  our  subject  has  taken  consider- 
able interest  and  an  active  part  in  local  politics. 
He  served  as  Township  Treasurer  by  appointment 
for  one  term,  and  by  election  for  two  terms.  He 
has  also  been  Village  Treasurer,  and  at  the  present 
time  is  a  member  of  the  Village  Council.  Frater- 
nally he  is  a  Mason  and  a  member  of  the  Mystic 
Shrine  at  Grand  Rapids. 

In  religious  belief  Mr.  Hastings  and  his  wife  are 
members  of  the  Baptist  Church,  and  have  been 
closely  identified  with  that  denomination  for 
many  j^ears.  In  his  congregation  he  has  held  many 
official  positions  and  is  a  man  of  influence.  In 
the  offices  of  Clerk  and  Trustee,  he  has  rendered 
valuable  service  to  the  church.  In  Sunday-school 
work  he  is  especially  interested,  and  has  been  a 
teacher  and  Superintendent,  aiding  in  every  way 
possible  the  growth  of  this  most  important  auxil- 
iary of  the  church. 

In  taking  a  retrospective  view  of  the  life  of  Mr, 
Hastings,  we  find  a  man  who  started  in  life  with 
but  little.  In  fact,  about  all  he  did  possess  was  a 
strong  constitution,  willing  hands  and  an  abund- 
ance of  energy;  and  with  these  he  has  succeeded 
in  securing  for  himself  a  comfortable  competency, 
and  at  the  same  time  has  maintained  a  name  for 
strict  honesty  and  fair  dealing. 


r^  EORGE  H.  STOCKEN,  the  pioneer  furni- 
V~^  ture  dealer  and  undertaker  of  West  Branch, 
and  now  the  only  representative  of  the 
business  at  this  place,  opened  a  store  here  Febru- 
ary 1,  1881,  since  which  time  he  has  had  the  trade 
of  the  people  throughout  this  section  of  country. 
He  is  a  native  of  New  York,  and  was  born  in  Bath, 
Steuben  County,  April  30,  1840,  being  the  son  of 
George  W.  and  Eunice  (Chase)  Stocken,  also  na- 
tives of  Steuben  County.  The  Stocken  family  is 
of  Scotch  descent,  and  the  Chase  family  of  English 
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extraction,  both  families  liaving,  however,  been 
represented  in  America  for  several  generations. 

Upon  selecting  an  occupation  for  his  life  work, 
George  W.  Stocken  learned  the  trade  of  a  carpen- 
ter and  joiner.  In  1855  he  removed  to  Michigan 
and  settled  at  Ann  Arbor,  where  he  followed  his 
chosen  occupation  until  his  death,  in  tlie  spring  of 
1860.  His  wife  passed  away  one  week  after  his 
demise.  Their  family  consisted  of  seven  sons  and 
one  daughter  who  attained  years  of  maturity,  and 
two  children  who  died  in  infancy.  Milo  L.,  the 
eldest  son,  was  for  Qfteen  years  a  whale- fisher,  and 
later  embarked  in  the  mercantile  business,  making 
a  specialty  of  dealing  in  cotton.  His  death  oc- 
curred in  Brooklyn,  N.  Y.  Elizabeth  married 
Enos  Hopkins,  and  resides  in  Kalamazoo  County, 
Mich,  Our  subject  is  the  next  in  order  of  birth. 
Ira,  who  was  a  merchant,  died  in  Kalamazoo. 
James  K.,  a  mechanic  by  trade,  now  has  a  real-es- 
tate agency  in  Brooklyn,  N.  Y.  Edward  R.  is  a 
farmer  in  Kalamazoo  County.  William  is  a  ma- 
chinist.    Elias  died  in  Brooklyn,  N.  Y. 

At  the  age  of  fifteen  years  our  subject  accom- 
panied the  other  members  of  the  family  to  Michi- 
gan, where  he  has  since  resided.  As  his  father  was 
poor,  he  had  few  educational  advantages,  but  was 
early  in  life  obliged  to  become  self-supporting. 
During  the  Civil  War  he  enlisted  in  the  Union 
army  and  served  for  one  year  with  Company  I, 
First  Michigan  Infantry,  being  discharged  at  Salt 
Lake  City  upon  the  expiration  of  his  term  of  serv- 
ice. On  his  return  to  Michigan  he  resided  suc- 
cessively at  Galesburg,  Constantine  and  White 
Pigeon,  then  worked  at  his  trade  in  South  Bend, 
Ind.,  for  a  short  time,  and  later  returned  to  Mich- 
igan, making  his  home  in  Pinckney  until  the  date 
of  his  removal  to  West  Branch.  While  in  Pinck- 
ney he  was  engaged  in  the  furniture  and  under- 
taking business  for  two  years. 

The  marriage  of  Mr.  Stocken  was  solemnized  at 
Pinckney  in  1866,  his  wife  being  Miss  Philinda 
A.,  daughter  of  William  E.  and  Elizabeth  (Rose) 
Thompson.  Mrs.  Stocken  was  born  in  Pinckney, 
and  has  been  a  life-long  resident  of  Michigan. 
Three  children  bless  the  union,  Clyde  B.,Cella  and 
Ada.  The  elder  daughter  is  married,  and  lives  in 
West  Branch.     In  political  affiliations  Mr.  Stocken 


is  a  Democrat,  and  under  the  first  administration 
of  President  Cleveland  served  as  Postmaster  at 
West  Branch.  For  four  j^'ears  he  was  a  member  of 
the  Village  Council.  Socially  he  is  identified  with 
the  Knights  of  the  Maccabees,  the  Knights  of 
Pythias,  the  Grand  Army  of  the  Republic  and  the 
Union  Veterans*  Union. 


i>-^^<i 


FRANK  E.  DARBY,  who  holds  the  responsi- 
ble and  trustworthy  position  of  Treasurer 
of  Kalkaska  County,  was  elected  in  the  fall 
of  1892,  and  so  well  discharged  the  duties  devolv- 
ing upon  him,  that  he  was  re-elected  in  1894  to 
serve  for  another  term  of  two  years.  He  became  a 
resident  of  this  county  in  April,  1881,  and  has 
since  been  a  resident  of  the  city  of  Kalkaska. 
Prior  to  his  election  to  his  present  position  he  held 
the  office  of  Township  Treasurer,  and  served  two 
terms  in  that  capacity.  The  fact  that  his  career  as 
a  public  servant  was  approved  by  his  fellow-citi- 
zens was  shown  in  the  election  returns  of  1894, 
when  he  had  a  much  larger  majority  than  two 
years  before. 

Born  in  Jerusalem  Township,  Yates  County,  N. 
Y.,  August  23,  1860,  Frank  E.  is  the  son  of  George 
and  Sarah  (York)  Darby,  likewise  natives  of  the 
Empire  State.  The  father  died  in  1868,  aged  about 
forty-two  years.  His  widow  later  became  the  wife 
of  Morgan  Darby,  a  brother  of  her  first  husband. 
In  1881  she  removed  with  him  to  Michigan,  set- 
tling at  Kalkaska,  where  she  still  makes  her  home. 
The  only  sister  of  our  subject  w^as  Mary  Belle,  now 
the  wife  of  Dr.  E.  B.  Babcock,  of  this  place.  Their 
father  was  a  grocer  by  occupation,  and  carried  on 
his  business  at  Geneva,  N.  Y.  In  his  early  man- 
hood he  was  engaged  to  some  extent  in   farming. 

Our  subject  received  much  of  his  education  in 
the  schools  of  Geneva,  N.  Y.  At  an  early  age  he 
started  out  to  make  his  own  way  in  the  world,  and 
learned  the  baker's  trade,  serving  an  apprentice- 
ship of  three  years.     In  1881  he  embarked  in  lum- 
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bering  at  Kalkaska,  after  which  he  opened  the  first 
bakery  in  this  city,  and  for  five  ye'drs  continued  in 
the  business.  He  then  resumed  his  dealing  in 
lumber,  and  has  continued  to  give  more  or  less  of 
his  attention  to  that  business  since. 

In  the  various  conventions  of  his  party  Mr. 
Darby  has  always  taken  an  active  part,  and  has 
frequently  been  sent  as  a  delegate.  He  belongs  to 
several  civic  societies,  among  which  are  the  Ma- 
sonic, the  Knights  of  P^^thias  and  Independent 
Order  of  Foresters'  organizations.  He  owns  prop- 
erty in  this  city  and  vicinity,  and  almost  without 
exception  is  sagacious  in  his  investments. 

November  9,  1882,  Mr.  Darby  married  Laura  D. 
Vosburg,  who  was  born  in  Augusta,  Mich.,  Feb- 
ruary 19,  1862,  but  was  reared  to  womanhood  in 
Vermont,  where  she  resided  until  188L  Her  par- 
ents died  man}'  years  ago,  the  father  during  the 
late  war,  at  Raleigh,  N.  C,  and  the  mother  died  at 
Hillsdale,  N.  Y.  While  making  her  home  with  her 
sister  in  Kalkaska,  she  made  the  acquaintance  of 
her  future  husband.  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Darby  have 
three  children,  namely:  Vida  Belle,  Montgomery 
Burr  and  Elf  re  da. 
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AMUEL  K.  NORTH  AM,  a  hardware  mer- 
chant of  Traverse  City,  is  one  of  the  oldest 
settlers  of  this  region.  In  1847,  in  com- 
pany with  his  brother-in-law,  Abram  Wadsworth, 
and  the  latter's  family,  comprising  his  wife  and 
two  children,  they  left  Detroit  on  a  propeller 
bound  for  Mackinac.  From  the  straits  they  pro- 
ceeded on  their  journey  in  a  schooner  as  far  as 
Cross  Village,  where,  while  waiting  for  a  storm  to 
subside,  they  camped  several  days  on  the  beach. 
After  the  winds  had  abated  they  set  out  in  a  small 
boat  for  Old  Mission,  and  at  Middle  Village  again 
went  into  camp,  waiting  for  two  days  on  account 
of  rain.  Their  next  stop  was  made  at  Little  Trav- 
erse, where  they  hoped  to  obtain  provisions  from 
the  Indians,  but  they  succeeded  only  in  obtaining 


a  few  potatoes  and  a  single  loaf  of  bread.  The 
little  party  had  lived  on  fish  until  they  could  no 
longer  bear  the  food,  and  the  children,  especially, 
suffered  for  want  of  their  accustomed  diet.  After 
leaving  Little  Traverse  they  were  favored  with 
pleasant  weather,  but  the  last  day  they  were  on  the 
bay  the  water  was  rough,  and  they  feared  to  cross 
from  the  eastern  shore  to  Old  Mission.  Seeing 
the  smoke  on  the  shore  near  Elk  River,  they  steered 
in  that  direction,  and  found  some  Indians  with  a 
seaworthy  boat,  who  were  about  to  cross  the  bay. 
Mrs.  Wadsworth  and  her  children  were  placed  in 
the  Indians'  boat,  which  was  navigated  by  her  hus- 
band and  one  of  the  Indians,  while  our  subject  and 
the  other  Indians  occupied  the  small  boat.  In  a 
short  time  they  were  safely  landed  at  Old  Mission, 
on  the  16th  of  August,  1847. 

Mr.  Northam  was  born  in  Williamstown,  Berk- 
shire County,  Mass.,  December  11,  1824,  and  is  a 
son  of  Samuel  Northam,  who  was  a  hotel-keeper 
nearly  all  of  his  lifetime,  and  died  at  the  age  of 
sevent3^-six  years.  From  the  time  he  was  old 
enough  until  he  was  in  his  fifteenth  year  our  sub- 
ject attended  school  in  his  native  state.  He  then 
came  to  Washtenaw  County,  Mich.,  where  he  was 
variously  engaged  for  several  years.  After  reach- 
ing Old  Mission,  he  worked  for  some  time  with  the 
Indians,  after  which  he  went  to  the  present  site  of 
Elk  Rapids,  which  was  then  a  wilderness,  and  there 
he  cut  the  first  tree  felled  by  a  white  man.  Hew- 
ing out  some  boards,  he  built  a  rude  shelter,  in 
which  his  relatives,  as  well  as  himself,  took  up 
their  abode  until  a  log  cabin  could  be  constructed. 
The  latter  was  placed  on  the  present  site  of  the 
town  hall,  and,  as  far  as  known,  was  the  first  dwell- 
ing erected  by  a  white  man  in  that  section  of  the 
country.  In  order  to  buy  some  of  the  actual  ne- 
cessities of  life,  Mr.  Northam,  assisted  by  some  In- 
dians, peeled  a  quantity  of  hemlock  bark,  which 
they  shipped  to  Racine,  Wis.  On  one  occasion  a 
pair  of  elk  horns  was  found  near  the  mouth  of  the 
river,  hence  the  name  of  Elk  Rapids.  It  would 
take  a  volume  to  give  in  detail  the  many  adven- 
tures and  experiences,  both  pleasant  and  otherwise, 
which  fell  to  the  lot  of  Mr.  Northam.  The  Indians 
were  peaceable  and  frequently  were  valuable  allies 
of  the  early  pioneers  of  this  locality,  helping  them 
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in  erecting  dwellings,  felling  trees  and  in  many 
other  ways. 

In  1870  Mr.  Northam  came  to  this  city,  where 
for  some  time  he  was  engaged  in  lumbering.  He 
then  bought  an  interest  in  a  hardware  business,  and 
when  five  yeai^  had  passed  purchased  the  whole 
concern.  He  has  since  conducted  his  trade  alone 
and  enjoys  a  lucrative  patronage.  He  always  keeps 
a  large  assortment  of  shelf  and  heavy  hardware, 
stoves,  etc. 

In  manner  Mr.  Northam  is  quiet  and  unostenta- 
tious, but  at  the  same  time  he  is  genial  and  pleas- 
ant to  all  with  whom  he  has  any  dealings.  He  has 
never  married,  as  he  has  always  preferred  to  live  a 
life  of  single  blessedness.  Politically  he  is  a  Re- 
publican. 


:£^^ 


JOSEPH  PATTERSON.  No  men  have  a 
greater  opportunity  to  wield  a  broad  and 
permanent  influence  over  the  minds  and  lives 
of  their  fellow-citizens,  nor  a  grander  oppor- 
tunity to  exercise  an  educative  power  in  the  com- 
munity, than  the  newspaper  men  of  our  country 
towns -and  small  cities.  The  preacher  of  the  press 
is  more  sure  of  an  audience  than  the  preacher  of 
the  pulpit,  and  if  his  efforts  are  in  the  right  line 
he  has  an  opportunity  to  do  great  good  and  to  ac- 
quire a  genuine  ascendancy  over  the  minds  of  his 
hearers.  Among  the  newspaper  men  of  Northern 
Michigan  who  are  doing  good  work  in  the  line  of 
publishing  a  first-class  paper,  mention  should  be 
made  of  Mr.  Patterson,  editor  and  proprietor  of 
the  Norther n  Democrat  at  Grayling. 

In  1888  Mr.  Patterson  came  to  this  place  and 
founded  the  paper  which  he  has  since  edited.  It  is 
a  five-column,  eight-page  quarto,  and  is  Demo- 
cratic In  politics,  being  the  organ  of  that  party 
throughout  Crawford  County.  In  addition  to  the 
duties  pertaining  to  the  position  of  editor,  Mr. 
Patterson  is  also  filling  the  position  of  Register  of 
the  United  States  Land  Ofl3ce  at  Grayling.  He  is 
a  native  of  Michigan,  and  was  born  in  Lenawee 


County,  April  26,  1855,  being  the  son  of  Joseph 
H.  and  Lucintha  (Philips)  Patterson.  His  father, 
who  was  born  in  Ireland,  came  to  the  United 
States  at  the  age  of  nineteen  years,  and  for  a  time 
worked  on  the  Erie  Canal,  being  engaged  in  its 
construction. 

Coming  West  to  Michigan  in  1830,  Joseph  H. 
Patterson  purchased  a  tract  of  unimproved  land 
near  Adrian,  where  he  cleared  and  improved  a 
valuable  farm.  In  1866  he  removed  to  Cass  Coun- 
ty, and  his  death  occurred  at  Cassopolis  in  1886. 
His  wife  died  in  February  of  the  following  year. 
They  were  the  parents  of  fourteen  children,  four 
of  whom  died  in  1864  of  typhoid  fever.  Five  are 
living,  namely:  Robert,  a  physician  of  Cassopolis; 
James,  of  Cassopolis,  who  was  a  soldier  in  the 
Fourth  Michigan  Cavalry,  and  was  one  of  the  cap- 
tors of  Jeff  Davis;  Sarah  (wife  of  Frank  Whal- 
ing), Joseph  and  George,  all  of  Kalamazoo.  The 
father  of  this  family  was  a  member  of  the  Episco- 
palian Church.  In  politics  he  upheld  Democratic 
principles,  and  took  an  active  interest  in  public 
matters  during  the  early  histoiy  of  Michigan.  He 
was  a  member  of  the  first  Constitutional  Conven- 
tion of  Michigan,  and  was  twice  elected  to  repre- 
sent his  district  in  the  State  Legislature. 

In  the  district  schools  adjoining  the  home  farm 
and  in  the  Kalamazoo  High  School  our  subject 
gained  a  fair  education.  After  teaching  school  for 
a  short  time,  he  read  law  in  Cassopolis,  and  in  1881 
was  admitted  to  the  Bar.  Going  to  Orion,  he  as- 
sisted in  the  establishment  of  the  Orion  Review^ 
which  he  aided  in  publishing  for  a  year  or  more. 
Later  he  published  the  Brighton  Citizen,  In  Feb- 
ruary, 1887,  he  married  Miss  Mabel,  a  daughter  of 
Ira  W.  Case,  an  early  settler  and  prominent  mer- 
chant of  Brighton,  where  Mrs.  Patterson  was  born 
and  reared. 

The  Democratic  party  has  in  Mr.  Patterson  one 
of  its  most  loyal  adherents  in  this  locality.  In 
August,  1890,  he  was  elected  County  School  Com- 
missioner, serving  one  term.  Governor  Winans 
appointed  him  Prosecuting  Attorney,  and  in  1892 
he  was  a  candidate  for  the  office  by  election,  which 
was  decided  only  after  a  long  contest.  In  Decem- 
ber, 1893,  he  was  appointed  Register  of  the  Land 
OflSce.     He  is  at  present  Chairman  of  the  Demo- 
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cratic  County  Central  Committee,  and  has  been  his 
partj^'s  delegate  to  slate  and  local  conventions. 
Fraternally  he  is  connected  with  the  Woodmen  of 
the  World,  and  is  also  Secretary  of  Grayling 
Lodge  No.  137, 1.  O.  O.  F. 
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JOHN  W.  DECKER,  M.  D.,  a  graduate  of  the 
medical  department  of  the  Michigan  State 
University  at  Ann  Arbor,  has  been  engaged  in 
practice  in  Lake  City  since  September,  1887. 
In  this  period  he  has  built  up  an  enviable  reputation 
among  his  clients  and  the  brethren  of  his  profes- 
sion. Politically  a  Democrat,  he  was  Town  Clerk 
for  two  years,  was  School  Director  for  a  similar 
length  of  time,  and  for  the  past  three  years  has 
been  Health  Officer  for  the  township.  He  has  in- 
vested considerable  money  in  real  estate  from  time 
to  time,  and  now  finds  himself  the  owner  of  eighty 
acres  of  timber-land  eight  miles  south  of  this  place, 
thirty  acres  in  the  vicinity  of  Star  City,  and 
eighty  acres  of  land  situated  a  mile  and  a-quarter 
north  of  Lake  City,  the  Opera  House  Block  and 
drug  store,  and  four  lots  here,  in  addition  to  his 
home  residence. 

The  Doctor  was  born  in  Livingston  County, 
this  state,  March  12,  1863.  His  parents,  James  and 
Sallie  (Webb)  Decker,  were  natives  of  New  York 
State.  The  former  came  to  this  state  in  boyhood, 
and  grew  to  manhood  in  Livingston  County. 
During  his  active  life  he  was  engaged  in  agricult- 
ural pursuits,  but  is  now  retired.  He  came  to  Lake 
City  in  1885,  with  his  wife  and  family.  He  is  of 
German  descent,  and  his  father  was  born  in  the 
Empire  State. 

The  Doctor  is  one  of  six  children,  three  sons  and 
three  daughters,  whose  names  are  as  follows:  Shel- 
don; Minnie,  who  became  the  wife  of  George  Cole- 
man, of  North  Dakota;  Freeman;  Clara, Mrs.  Robert 
Van  Orden,  of  this  county;  Mary,  Mrs.  John  Cos- 
ford,  of  Mancelona,  this  state;  and  John  W.     Dr. 


and  Mrs.  Cosford  are  both  practicing  physicians  of 
Mancelona. 

The  elementary  education  of  Dr.  Decker  was  ob- 
tained in  Livingston  County,  and  after  complet- 
ing the  course  of  instruction  to  be  obtained  in  the 
local  schools,  he  took  up  the  study  of  medicine. 
After  his  graduation  at  Ann  Arbor,  he  at  once  de- 
cided to  begin  practice  in  Lake  City,  and  the  wis- 
dom of  his  choice  is  now  apparent,  for  he  has  suc- 
ceeded be3^ond  his  expectations.  He  is  a  member 
of  the  Masonic  fraternity,  and  is  also  a  Knight  of 
Pythias. 

October  28,  1889,  Dr.  Decker  and  Miss  Hattie 
Haze  were  united  in  marriage.  Mrs.  Decker,  who 
is  the  daughter  of  Dr.  Charles  and  Orissa  (Mead) 
Haze,  received  the  benefits  of  a  superior  educa- 
tion, and  is  possessed  of  unusual  attainments.  She 
holds  membership  with  the  Methodist  Episcopal 
Church.  The  Doctor  and  his  wife  enjoy  the  friend- 
ship of  all  with  whom  they  come  in  contact,  and 
extend  a  ready  hospitality  to  their  acquaintances. 


<  T  «S^ILLIAM  L.  , BROWN,  a  leading  con- 
\/\/  tractor  and  builder  of  Traverse  City, 
commands  a  large  and  growing  busi- 
ness. His  work  being  of  a  substantial  and  reliable 
kind,  he  has  plenty  to  do,  even  during  the  dull 
period,  and  many  well  constructed  residences  and 
other  buildings  here  stand  as  evidence  of  his  skill. 
One  of  the  native-born  sons  of  Grand  Traverse 
County,  he  has  grown  up  with  this  region,  and  his 
own  history  has  been  interwoven  with  its  progress. 
Henry  Brown,  father  of  our  subject,  is  a  native 
of  the  Emerald  Isle,  but  came  to  the  United  States 
while  quite  young.  He  first  located  in  Illinois, 
which  was  his  home  for  three  decades,  during 
which  time  he  w^as  engaged  in  farming.  He  is  now 
liv^ing  a  retired  life  in  Traverse  City.  In  1851  he 
married  Julia  Partlow,  who  bore  him  nine  chil- 
dren, namely:  Samuel  M.,  a  Justice  of  the  Peace  of 
this  city;  Albert  H.;  Ida,  Mrs.  W.  J.  Kent;  Clara, 
Martha,  Ray,  William,  and  two  who  died  in  child- 
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hood.  The  others  are  all  residents  of  the  city,  and 
are  numbered  among  its  best  families. 

The  birth  of  our  subject  occurred  January  31, 
18G8,  in  his  township,  Grand  Traverse  County. 
He  was  reared  on  his  father's  farm,  and  from  boy- 
hood was  trained  in  industrious  and  persevering 
habits.  He  continued  to  live  with  his  parents  un- 
til two  3^ears  after  he  had  reached  his  major- 
ity, when  he  determined  to  seek  some  other 
way  of  making  his  living.  As  he  had  a  natural 
talent  for  mechanical  construction,  he  began  work- 
ing as  a  carpenter,  and  since  that  time  has  been 
thus  employed.  At  the  end  of  two  years  he  com- 
menced his  present  occupation  of  taking  contracts, 
and  soon  built  up  a  good  reputation  as  a  man  who 
carried  out  his  work  to  the  letter,  and  could  be 
depended  upon  in  every  particular. 

April  8,  1894,  a  marriage  ceremony  was  per- 
formed in  this  city  by  which  Miss  AUie  Gibson 
became  the  wife  of  William  L.  Brown.  She  was 
born  November  5,  1872,  being  a  daughter  of  Giles 
and  Mary  A.  (Pease)  Gibson.  In  his  social  rela- 
tions Mr.  Brown  is  identified  with  the  Independent 
Order  of  Odd  Fellows,  and  with  the  Knights  of 
the  Maccabees.  Politically  he  is  a  supporter  of 
the  Republican  party,  and  in  local  matters  is  a  firm 
believer  in  choosing  only  good  men  for  office,  re- 
gardless of  party  lines. 
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AVID  J.  CUSHMAN,  proprietor  of  the 
Cushman  House,  Petoskey,  was  born  in 
Kingston,  Canada,  June  4,  1840,  being  a 
son  of  William  and  Delilah  (Rider)  Cushman,  also 
natives  of  Canada.  He  was  one  of  their  family  of 
ten  children,  six  sons  and  four  daughters,  of  whom 
the  following  survive:  Warren;  Lovina,  wife  of 
William  Cutler;  Ann,  Mrs.  C.  8.  Rouse;  William; 
David  J.;  George;  Chester;  Elizabeth,  wife  of  Spen- 
cer Dedriek;  and  Mary,  who  married  William 
Fisher. 

The  father  of  our  subject,  who  was  a  farmer  by 
occupation,  came   to  Petoskey   about    1882,  and 


died  here  four  years  later,  at  the  age  of  seventy- 
eight.  His  wife  had  died  some  six  years  prior  to 
his  demise.  Tliey  were  a  worthy  couple,  consist- 
ent members  of  the  Presbyterian  Church,  and 
popular  among  their  acquaintances.  The  Cush- 
man family  is  of  English  descent,  and  has  long 
been  identified  with  American  history,  the  first 
representatives  having  crossed  the  Atlantic  in  the 
"Mayflower.''  Our  subject's  paternal  grandfather, 
Artemus  Cushman,  who  was  born  in  Massachusetts, 
engaged  in  tiie  lumbering  business,  and  was  about 
seventy-five  at  the  time  of  his  death.  The  mater- 
nal grandfather  of  our  subject,  John  Rider,  was 
born  in  New  York,  of  German  descent,  and  fol- 
lowed the  occupation  of  a  surveyor  until  his  deaih, 
which  occurred  in  middle  age.  His  family  num- 
bered six  children. 

Until  fifteen  years  of  age  the  subject  of  this  no- 
tice resided  in  Canada,  where  he  received  his  pri- 
mary education.  In  j'outh  he  learned  the  trade  of 
a  tanner,  in  which  he  became  an  expert.  About 
1858,  at  the  age  of  seventeen,  he  came  to  Michigan 
and  settled  in  Otsego,  Allegan  County,  where  he 
continued  to  reside  until  1874.  He  then  came  to 
Petoskey,  which  he  has  since  made  his  home.  Dur- 
ing the  Civil  War  he  was  a  member  of  Company 
G,  First  Michigan  Cavalry,  in  which  he  served 
nearly  three  years,  from  1863  until  1866.  With 
his  regiment  he  was  detailed  to  fight  the  Indians 
on  the  plains,  though  he  also  saw  considerable  hard 
service  at  the  front  during  important  campaigns 
in  the  South.  He  took  part  in  the  battles  of  the 
Wilderness,  Spottsylvania,  Cold  Harbor,  Appomat- 
tox, and,  in  fact,  in  the  majority  of  the  engage- 
ments from  the  Wilderness  to  the  time  of  Lee's 
surrender. 

Returning  to  Michigan  at  the  close  of  the  Re- 
bellion, Mr.  Cushman  engaged  in  the  hotel  busi- 
ness at  Otsego,  and  this  has  been  his  occupation 
the  principal  portion  of  the  time  since.  On  the 
17th  of  July,  1868,  he  married  Miss  Maiy,  daugh- 
ter of  Henry  Mills,  and  an  estimable  lady,  who  is 
prominently  connected  with  the  Episcopal  Church, 
and  is  esteemed  by  a  large  circle  of  acquaintances. 
The  hotel  of  which  Mr.  Cushman  is  the  genial 
proprietor  has  a  capacity  for  accommodating  one 
hundred  and  fifty  guests,  and  is  supplied  with  all 
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the  equipments  of  a  modern  first-class  hotel. 
Among  the  traveling  public  it  has  gained  well  de- 
served popularity  for  the  neatness  of  the  accom- 
modations and  perfection  of  the  cuisine. 

While  not  active  in  political  affairs,  Mr.  Cush- 
man  is  interested  in  public  affairs,  is  well  posted 
concerning  topics  of  local  and  national  import- 
ance, and  is  an  advocate  of  Republican  principles. 
For  two  terms  he  served  as  a  member  of  the  Vil- 
lage Board,  during  which  time  he  used  his  influ- 
ence to  promote  the  welfare  of  his  fellow-citizens. 
Socially  he  holds  membership  in  the  Grand  Army 
of  the  Republic,  and  is  also  identified  with  Ivan- 
hoe  Commandery  No.  37,  K.  T.  Besides  his  prop- 
erty in  Petoskey,  he  is  the  owner  of  extensive  farm 
and  timber  lands  in  the  county. 


i"^'T^^&'^'       ' 1 


JOHN  HANNA.  In  presenting  the  biograph- 
ical notice  of  one  of  the  leading  men  of  Craw- 
ford County  and  one  who  is  thoroughlj^  rep- 
resentative of  its  progressive  element,  we 
deem  it  our  duty  to  briefly  advert  to  the  life  his- 
tory of  those  from  whom  he  drew  his  origin. 
He  is  the  descendant,  in  the  third  generation,  of  a 
native  of  Ireland,  who,  crossing  the  high  seas,  set- 
tled in  New  York  and  there  continued  to  reside 
until  his  death.  Grandfather  John  Hanna,  a  native 
of  New  York,  migrated  westward  to  Michigan  about 
1828  and  settled  in  the  vicinity  of  Adrian,  becom- 
ing one  of  the  pioneers  of  Lenawee  County,  where 
he  passed  his  remaining  years. 

The  father  of  our  subject,  James  P.  Hanna,  was 
born  in  New  York,  near  Lake  Champlain,  and  in 
youth  was  a  resident  of  Cattaraugus  County, 
whence  he  removed  to  Michigan.  Though  reared 
upon  a  farm,  he  has  made  his  life  occupation  that 
of  a  carpenter  and  builder.  Since  1885  he  has  been 
practically  retired  from  active  business  pursuits, 
and  is  now  a  resident  of  Beaver  Creek  Township, 
Crawford  County,  where  he  made  settlement  in 
1883.     His  wife,  who  is  also  living,  bore  the  maiden 


name  of  Mariette  Rock  wood,  and  was  born  in  New 
York. 

The  family  of  James  P.  Hanna  consisted  of  six 
children,  those  besides  our  subject  being  Delos,  a 
mechanic  residing  in  Owosso,  Mich.;  Nancy,  Mrs. 
Henry  Lyman,  who  died  at  the  age  of  twent3^-three 
years;  Acha,  who  passed  from  earth  at  the  age  of 
sixteen;  E.,  wife  of  T.  E.  Hastings,  of  Indiana; 
and  Mary  Jane,  the  widow  of  William  Hanson,  and 
a  resident  of  Rushville,  Ind.  The  subject  of  this 
notice  passed  the  years  of  boyhood  upon  a  farm, 
but  in  early  life  learned  the  trade  of  a  carpenter, 
which  he  followed  for  some  time.  Removing  to 
Shiawassee  County,  Mich.,  he  married  Miss  Amanda 
French,  a  native  of  this  state.  Later  he  became 
foreman  in  a  factory  at  Six  Mile  Creek,  working  sev- 
enteen years  for  one  firm. 

Among  the  veterans  of  the  late  war  is  our  sub- 
ject, who  in  1863  enlisted  as  a  member  of  Company 
G,  Eighty-fifth  Ohio  Infantry,  in  which  he  served 
for  three  months.  Later  he  re-en  listed,  becoming 
a  member  of  the  Eleventh  Michigan  Cavalry,  in 
which  he  rendered  valiant  service  under  Gen. 
Thomas  until  the  expiration  of  the  war.  In  1884 
Mr.  Hanna  came  to  Crawford  County  and  purchased 
a  farm,  consisting  of  forty  acres,  in  Beaver  Creek 
Township,  on  which  he  still  resides.  He  has  in- 
creased his  possessions  until  his  landed  property 
now  aggregates  four  hundred  acres.  The  farm  has 
been  improved  by  the  erection  of  suitable  buildings 
and  is  devoted  to  mixed  husbandry. 

The  political  views  of  Mr.  Hanna  bring  him  into 
heart}^  sympathy  and  co-operation  with  the  Repub- 
lican party,  and  upon  the  party  ticket  he  has  been 
elected  to  a  number  of  important  local  positions. 
For  five  years  he  represented  Beaver  Creek  Town- 
ship upon  the  County  Board  of  Supervisors,  and 
prior  to  coming  here  he  filled  the  oflSce  of  Town- 
ship Clerk.  In  1892  he  was  chosen  to  serve  as 
County  Register  of  Deeds,  and  such  were  his  energy 
and  fidelity  in  the  discharge  of  the  duties  of  the 
position  that  two  years  later  he  was  re-elected.  As 
an  official,  he  is  trustworthy,  efficient  and  capable, 
and  his  popularity  among  the  people  is  well  de- 
served. 

In  Grand  Army  affairs  Mr.  Hanna  maintains  the 
interest  common  among  the  old  soldiers  who  fought 
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for  the  Stars  and  Stripes.  He  is  active  in  the  work 
of  the  Masonic  fraternity,  and  also  affiliates  with 
the  Independent  Order  of  Odd  Fellows.  He  and 
his  wife  became  the  parents  of  four  children,  but 
lost  one  in  infancy.  The  others  were  Otis;  Lena 
who  married  George  Camp,  and  died  in  Saginaw 
County;  and  Ralph,  who  is  married  and  makes  his 
home  in  Crawford  County.  At  her  death  Mrs. 
Camp  left  an  only  child,  Freida,  who  is  now  liv- 
ing with  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Hanna. 

The  success  which  has  rewarded  the  efforts  of  our 
subject  is  the  more  remarkable  when  we  consider 
that  he  started  out  in  life  without  influence  or  cap- 
ital, and  has  won  his  way  unaided  in  the  world. 
He  is  now  the  owner  of  a  valuable  farm,  and  is  num- 
bered among  the  successful  farmers  and  officials  of 
Crawford  County,  as  well  as  one  of  the  most  pro- 
gressive and  liberal-spirited  citizens  of  Grayling. 


r7>  LVIN  L.  8PRAGUE  is  the  editor  and  pro- 
r^  C)  prietor  of  the  Traverse  Bay  Eagle,  sl  breezy 
sheet,  which  enjoys  a  good  circulation  and 
is  published  in  the  interests  of  the  communitj^, 
especial  attention  being  paid  to  local  affairs,  mak- 
ing it  a  history  of  events  that  transpire  in  this 
locality.  Moreover,  it  reviews  most  intelligently 
the  public  issues  of  the  day,  and  its  advertising 
columns  are  well  filled,  showing  that  the  business 
men  of  Traverse  Citj^  appreciate  it  as  a  medium 
for  making  themselves  known  to  the  people. 
There  are  both  dailj'  and  weekly  editions,  both  of 
which  have  a  large  subscription  list. 

In  Gill,  Franklin  County,  Mass.,  Mr.  Sprague 
was  born  December  22,  1830.  He  was  six  years 
old  when  his  parents  brought  their  family  to 
Michigan  and  settled  in  Washtenaw  County, 
The  years  of  boyhood  and  youth  were  passed  in 
that  locality,  where  he  availed  himself  of  such 
opportunities  as  the  neighboring  schools  afforded. 
In  1853,  when  about  twenty-three  years  old,  he 
came  to  Northern  Michigan,  in  the  affairs  of  which 
he  has  since  borne  an  active  part.     His  first  loca- 


tion was  at  Elk  Rapids,  where  he  assisted  in  the 
erection  of  a  sawmill  for  the  firm  of  Craw  &  Co. 
After  the  completion  of  the  building,  he  was  em- 
ployed in  the  mill  until  1860,  when  he  came  to 
Traverse  City. 

After  settling  at  this  place,  Mr.  Sprague  was 
employed  by  the  Hannah  &  Lay  Mercantile  Com- 
pany as  salesman  in  their  establishment  for  three 
years.  He  then  returned  to  Elk  Rapids  and  started 
the  Bogle.  Fi'om  that  time  to  the  present  he  has 
been  engaged  in  the  newspaper  business.  For  six 
years  he  held  the  responsible  position  of  Treasurer 
of  Antrim  County,  with  the  early  history  of  which 
he  was  prorainentl3^  identified.  He  was  one  of  the 
pioneer  school  teachers  of  Elk  Rapids,  where  he 
taught  two  terms  in  1858  and  1859. 

In  the  fall  of  1864  Mr.  Sprague  was  united  in 
marriage  with  Miss  Sarah  E.  Spencer,  of  Elk  Rapids. 
Their  wedding  tour  consisted  of  a  trip  to  Traverse 
City,  where  the  marriage  ceremony  was  performed, 
and  the  return  to  Elk  Rapids,  which  remained 
their  home  until  1872.  They  then  came  to  Trav- 
erse City,  and  have  since  resided  in  this  place. 
Their  family  consists  of  two  children,  namely:  M. 
Gertrude  and  Edmund  E. 

In  the  publication  of  the  Eagle  Mr.  Sprague  has 
been  very  successful,  both  the  daily  and  weekly 
editions  being  above  the  average  in  regard  to  edi- 
torials, news  and  typographical  appearance.  In 
this  work  he  is  assisted  by  Miss  M.  Gertrude 
Sprague,  who  fills  the  position  of  society  editor; 
also  by  J.  W.  Hannen,  who  has  charge  of  the  city 
department,  and  adds  much  to  the  news  of  the 
daily  in  local  items,  few  matters  of  public  interest 
or  importance  escaping  his  notice.  Edmund  E. 
Sprague  also  assists  in  gathering  local  news  for  the 
paper. 


:^#C^ 


/"^  ORE  A.  BROWNRIGG.     While  Northern 

^^T   Michigan  has  much  in  the  way  of  natural 

resources  and  commercial  transactions  to 

commend  it  to  the  public,  the  chief  interest  centers 

in  the  lives  of  those  citizens  who  have  achieved 

success  for  themselves,  and  at  the  same  time  bene- 
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fited  the  community  in  which  they  reside.  One  of 
these  is  Mr.  Brown rigg,  who  came  to  Manistee  in 
1872,  and  has  since  that  time  taken  an  active  part 
in  laying  the  foundation  for  the  present  prosperity 
of  his  community. 

In  pursuance  of  his  occupation  of  general  con- 
tractor, Mr.  Brown rigg  has  erected  a  number  of  the 
most  substantial  business  blocks  and  residences  in 
Manistee.  He  has  recently  completed  the  residence 
of  James  Dempsey,  erected  at  a  cost  of  $30,000, 
and  finished  in  hardwood,  with  modern  staircase, 
mantels,  etc.  Among  his  other  contracts  were  those 
for  the  First  and  Fourth  Ward  school  buildings, 
and  the  addition  to  the  county  building  four  miles 
north.  He  has  recently  completed  a  three-story 
building  on  River  Street,  known  as  the  Winkler 
Block.  He  also  had  the  contract  for  the  comple- 
tion of  the  new  Union  School  building, 67x70  feet, 
with  a  wing  connecting  the  two  main  buildings, 
20x50,  two  stories  and  basement,  with  garret.  The 
building  has  eight  rooms  for  study  and  four  for 
recitation,  together  with  large  halls  and  modern 
staircases.  The  contract  for  112,500  was  given  Mr. 
Brownrigg  in  August,  1894,  to  be  completed  Jan- 
uary 1,  1895,  and  in  order  to  fill  the  contract  he 
employed  ten  men,  besides  sub-letting  the  brick- 
work, plastering  and  slating. 

A  native  of  Ireland,  our  subject  was  born  in 
County  Wexford,  September  9,  1845.  He  was  there 
reared  to  manhood  and  served  an  apprenticeship 
of  five  years  at  the  trade  of  a  carpenter,  later  work- 
ing eight  years  as  a  journeyman  for  the  same  part- 
ies. In  1872  he  crossed  the  Atlantic  and,  proceed- 
ing direct  to  Michigan,  joined  his  brothers,  Will- 
iam and  John,  at  Manistee.  Here  he  first  worked 
at  his  trade  under  others,  but  after  four  years  be- 
gan to  take  contracts,  since  which  time  he  has  con- 
ducted an  extensive  and  profitable  business.  His 
shop  is  in  the  North  Side  Planing-mill,  which  he 
operates.  He  also  does  a  general  custom  work. 
In  his  various  enterprises  he  has  been  energetic, 
capable,  sound  in  judgment  and  possessing  an 
abundant  share  of  pluck,  which  qualities  have 
brought  him  success. 

Prior  to  his  emigration  to  America,  Mr.  Brown- 
rigg was  united  in  marriage  with  Miss  Jane  S^^kes, 
and  they  have  a  pleasant  hon^e  at  ISo-  520  Cypress 


Street.  They  are  members  of  the  Holy  Trinity 
Episcopal  Church  of  this  city.  Their  family  con- 
sists of  the  following-named  children:  Jane,  now 
Mrs.  Robert  Welch;  John,  who  is  employed  in  the 
planing-mill;  Martha,  Gore,  Emily,  Lizzie  and  Ja- 
cob. Mr.  Brownrigg  is  numbered  among  the  pio- 
neer settlers  of  Manistee,  for  he  has  witnessed  the 
growth  of  this  region  during  the  past  twenty-three 
years,  and  in  the  work  of  public  advancement  and 
improvement  he  has  ever  borne  his  part. 


!^_ 


-S] 


^+^ 
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HIRAM  COOK  has  been  a  citizen  of  Trav- 
erse  City  for  about  three  years  and  a-half. 
In  1892  he  embarked  in  the  grocery  busi- 
ness, in  which  he  is  still  interested,  and  though  he 
liad  had  no  previous  experience  in  this  line,  has 
been  prospered.  He  carries  a  full  line  of  staple 
and  fancy  groceiies,  and  enjoys  the  patronage  of 
many  of  the  leading  families  of  this  c'lij.  The 
German-Americans  of  this  county  and  section  of 
the  state  have  been  prominent  factors  in  its  devel- 
opment and  civilization,  and  furnish  much  of  the 
bone  and  sinew  of  its  industries  and  enterprises. 
Mr.  Cook  was  born  in  Baden,  Germany,  September 
7,  1833,  and  remained  in  his  native  land  until  he 
was  twenty-two  years  of  age. 

The  parents  of  our  subject  were  Sebastian  and 
May  (Koeneger)  Cook,  likewise  natives  of  the  prov- 
ince of  Baden,  where  they  passed  their  entire  lives. 
Their  family  numbered  four  children,  of  whom 
Hiram  is  the  third  in  order  of  birth.  He  attended 
the  Government  schools  from  the  time  he  was  six 
until  he  was  fourteen  years  of  age,  according  to 
the  laws  of  that  land.  Upon  completing  his  stud- 
ies he  began  learning  the  shoemaker's  trade,  which 
he  followed  for  about  eight  years.  He  was  a  good 
student  and  fond  of  reading,  and  after  hearing 
much  of  the  advantages  whicli  America  affords,  de- 
termined to  geek  his  fortunes  in  the  United  States. 
In  1856  he  took  passage  in  a  sailing-vessel,  and 
after  a  tedious  journey  of  thirty-five  days  landed 
in  New  York.    The  same  year  be  w^nt  to  C^-Pada, 
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and  at  a  small  place  about  eighteen  miles  above 
Hamilton  resumed  work  at  his  trade.  He  was  a 
stranger  in  a  strange  land,  and  had  barely  125  in 
the  world. 

In  1865  Mr.  Cook  came  to  Michigan,  and  for  a 
year  and  a-lialf  worked  east  of  Grand  Rapids.  He 
then  plied  his  trade  in  various  places,  managing  to 
save  some  money  regularly,  which  he  laid  aside  in- 
tending to  invest  in  business  of  some  kind  when 
a  good  opportunity  offered.  While  in  Leelanaw 
County,  he  worked  on  a  farm  for  a  short  time. 
On  coming  to  Traverse  City,  he  went  into  partner- 
ship with  Mr.  Dipley  in  a  feed  store,  the  firm  being 
Cook,  Dipley  dz  Co.  Later  thej^  closed  out  the  busi- 
ness, and  Mr.  Cook  became  interested  in  his  pres- 
ent enterprise. 

In  the  fall  of  1867  our  subject  was  united  in 
marriage  with  ]Mrs.  Mary  Greosser,  nee  Richter, 
who  was  born  in  Germany  in  1841,  and  whose 
parents  were  Frederick  and  Mary  Richter.  The 
marriage  of  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Cook  is  graced  by  four 
children,  three  daughters  and  a  son.  Matilda,  the 
eldest,  is  the  wife  of  Lester  Jones,  and  is  the  mother 
of  two  children.  Ward  and  Regina.  Emma,  Laura 
and  Arnold  are  attending  school,  and  are  still  at 
home  with  their  parents.  Mrs.  Cook  is  a  faithful 
member  of  the  Methodist  Episcopal  Church.  The 
allegiance  of  our  subject  is  not  given  to  any  par- 
ticular party  organization,  though  his  preferences 
incline  toward  Republican  principles.  He  is  a  man 
who  believes  in  placing  good  men  in  office,  and  no 
others,  and  uses  his  influence  in  the  support  of 
only  those  whom  he  considers  worthy  and  patriotic 
citizens.  Mrs.  Cook  had  three  children  by  her  first 
marriage,  Mary,  Sarah  and  Louis,  all  living. 


^^ 


^^ 


HON.  OSCAR  PALMER,  M.D.  Among  the 
gentlemen  whose  versatile  talents  enable 
them  to  carry  on  different  lines  of  busi- 
ness with  uniform  success,  we  mention  Dr.  Pal- 
mer, who  as  a  physician,  attorney-at-law,  editor 
and  business  man  has  been  equally  successful.  He 
came  to  Grayling  in  1880,  at  which  time  he  built 


the  first  planing-m ill  in  Crawford  County,  and  con- 
tinued its  management  until  1883,  when  he  dis- 
posed of  the  enterprise.  In  1882  he  was  elected 
to  represent  the  people  of  this  district  in  the  State 
Legislature,  and  during  his  term  of  service  was 
Chairman  of  the  Committee  on  the  Agricultural 
College  and  the  Committee  on  Local  Taxation. 

In  February,  1881,  he  purchased  the  Crawford 
Avalanche,  which  he  has  since  owned  and  edited. 
This  paper,  which  is  the  oldest  in  the  county,  was 
founded  in  1879  by  Masters,  Maurer  &  Brown,  and 
since  coming  under  its  present  ownership  has  been 
doubled  in  size.  It  is  now  a  seven-column  quarto. 
Republican  in  politics,  and  has  the  largest  circula- 
tion of  any  paper  in  the  county.  For  several  years 
our  subject  read  law,  and  in  1885  he  was  admitted 
to  the  Bar,  since  which  time  he  has  conducted  a 
general  legal  practice.  He  is  now  serving  his  third 
term  as  Prosecuting  Attorney.  Under  the  admin- 
istration of  President  Harrison,  he  was  Register  of 
the  United  States  Land  Office  at  Grayling,  which 
is  the  only  office  of  the  kind  in  Lower  Michigan. 

The  family  of  which  our  subject  is  a  member 
originated  in  Wales.  It  is  a  remarkable  fact  that 
his  father  was  a  son  of  Solomon  Palmer,  who  was 
the  3^oungest  son  of  a  youngest  son,  etc.,  for  nine 
generations,  all  bearing  the  name  of  Solomon. 
Our  subject  was  born  in  Westtield,  N.  Y.,  Novem- 
ber 8,  1841,  and  is  the  son  of  Lorenzo  and  Ruth 
(Wells)  Palmer,  natives  of  Connecticut.  His  father, 
who  was  for  many  years  a  teacher  in  New  York, 
came  to  Michigan  in  1842  and  settled  at  Hudson, 
teaching  there  for  a  few  years.  Later  he  was  for 
a  long  time  engaged  in  the  mercantile  business. 
For  twenty-six  years  he  filled  the  position  of  Sup- 
ervisor of  his  township,  being  several  times  Chair- 
man of  the  board.  He  was  also  Justice  of  the 
Peace  for  many  years.  An  earnest  Christian,  he 
held  membership  in  the  Methodist  Episcopal 
Church,  and  was  one  of  its  active  workers.  His 
death  occurred  in  1879,  at  the  age  of  seventy -six 
years. 

The  mother  of  our  subject  died  about  1848,  after 
having  had  nine  children.  Six  of  the  number  at- 
tained years  of  maturity,  namely:  Albert,  a  lumber- 
man and  stock-raiser,  residing  in  Dawes  County, 
Neb,;  Alonzo,  a  grain  merchant  at  Centerville,  St 
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Joseph  County,  Mich.;  William  W.,  proprietor  of 
the  Arizona  Flouse  in  Chicago;  Emma,  widow  of 
George  Purdy,  who  was  for  twenty-five  years  a 
printer  on  the  Gate  City  at  Keokuk,  Iowa;  Ruth, 
wife  of  II.  M.  Barlow,  a  boot  and  shoe  merchant  in 
Missouri;  and  Oscar,  the  youngest.  After  the 
death  of  the  mother  of  these  children,  the  father 
married  Nancy  Gamble,  in  1854,  and  their  union 
resulted  in  the  birth  of  one  child,  who  died  in  in- 
fancy. Mrs.  Nancy  Palmer  survived  her  husband 
ten  years,  her  death  occurring  in  1889. 

At  the  time  the  family  came  to  Michigan,  our 
subject  was  an  infant.  His  early  life  was  passed 
in  Hudson,  where  he  attended  the  common  schools. 
Later  he  spent  a  short  time  in  the  Agricultural  Col- 
lege. At  the  age  of  sixteen  he  commenced  to  teach 
school,  and  afterward  began  the  study  of  medicine. 
When  nineteen  years  old,  in  June,  1861,  he  enlisted 
for  service  in  the  Union  army,  and  was  mustered 
in  with  Company  C,  First  United  States  Sharp- 
shooters. In  November  of  the  same  year  he  was 
transferred  to  the  Second  United  States  Sharp- 
shooters as  hospital  steward.  In  the  spring  of 
1862  he  was  detached  from  the  regiment  and  placed 
on  duty  in  the  Finley  Hospital,  Washington,  D.  C. 
In  the  fall  of  the  same  year  he  matriculated  at 
Georgetown  Medical  College,  from  which  he  was 
graduated  in  March,  1864,  and  soon  afterward  was 
commissioned  by  Governor  Blair  as  Assistant  Sur- 
geon of  his  regiment.  Returning  to  the  field,  he 
served  until  the  regiment  went  into  winter  quarters. 

On  coming  back  to  Michigan,  our  subject  mar- 
ried Nellie  E.,  daughter  of  John  L.  Taylor,  a  farmer 
of  Hillsdale  County,  where  she  was  born.  The 
Doctor  then  began  the  practice  of  medicine  at 
Jonesville,  Mich.,  where  he  remained  for  four  years. 
Then,  associated  with  Stephen  Gregory,  he  began 
the  development  of  the  stone  quarry  at  Stony 
Point,  Jackson  County,  but  one  year  later  he  sold 
his  interest  and  took  a  trip  West.  On  his  return 
he  accepted  a  position  as  Cashier  and  bookkeeper 
for  the  Jonesville  Woollen  Mills,  which  in  1873 
made  an  assignment,  our  subject  settling  up  the 
business.  He  dealt  in  real  estate  until  1875,  when 
he  purchased  the  Jonesville  Independent^  and  pub- 
lished that  paper  until  his  removal  to  Grayling. 
In  agriculture  he  takes  a  special  interest,  and  sup- 


erintends the  management  of  his  farm  near  Gray- 
ling. He  is  now  filling  the  position  of  Superin- 
tendent of  the  United  States  Experimental  Station 
at  Grayling.  He  and  his  wife  had  one  child,  but 
were  bereaved  by  its  death  in  infancy. 

As  a  Republican,  our  subject  takes  an  active  in- 
terest in  local  politics,  and  has  attended  every 
state  convention  of  his  party  for  the  past  twenty 
years,  usually  officiating  as  a  delegate.  For  four 
years  he  was  Chairman  of  the  County  Central  Com- 
mittee, and  for  eight  years  served  as  a  member  of 
the  School  Board.  Socially  he  is  Past  Commander 
of  Marvin  Post  No.  240,  G.  A.  R.,  and  Medical 
Director  of  the  Department  of  Michigan,  G.  A.  R. 
He  also  holds  membership  with  the  Ancient  Oi"der 
of  United  Workmen. 


-^^^I@^(@^^^ 


JOHN  C.  POMEROY.  The  record  of  the  life 
of  this  influential  business  man  of  Manistee 
is  as  follows:  He  was  born  in  St.  Joseph 
de  Beauce,  Canada,  July  14,  1843,  and  is  the 
son  of  Michael  and  Amelia  (Paggeot)  Pomero3\ 
In  1849  he  came  to  the  United  States  with  his  par- 
ents, and  spent  the  years  of  youth  in  Bangor  and 
Old  Town,  Me.,  where  he  learned  the  logging  trade 
and  the  milling  business.  When  less  than  twenty 
years  of  age  he  enlisted  as  a  soldier  in  the  Union 
army,  in  1862,  and  was  drilled  for  one  and  one- 
half  months  m  Bangor;  but  his  parents  opposed 
his  patriotic  project  so  strenuously  that  he  never 
went  to  the  front.  Soon  afterward  he  came  West 
and  visited  his  uncle,  Charles  Paggeot,  of  Manis- 
tee, who  was  engaged  in  sawmilling  at  Stronach, 
at  the  head  of  Lake  Manistee. 

Under  this  uncle  our  subject  engaged  in  logging, 
getting  out  logs  by  the  thousand,  cutting  and 
hauling  them  to  the  river.  Being  familiar  with 
the  operation  of  a  lathmill,  he  bought  out  the  one 
owned  by  his  uncle,  investing  about  $700  in  the 
concern.  Shortly  afterward  he  was  joined  by  his 
brother,  Joseph  O.,  with  whom  he  operated  the 
lathmill  for  three  years.     He  then   purchased  the 
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lots  in  Manistee  where  his  office  now  stands.  Up- 
on this  site  he  started  a  grocery,  but  continued 
to  operate  his  lathmill  until  his  uncle  had  disposed 
of  his  interests  tliere.  His  brother  became  associat- 
ed with  him  in  the  grocery  business,  and  they  con- 
tinued together,  building  up  an  extensive  trade, 
until  they  lost  everything  in  the  disastrous  fire  of 
1871,  which  occurred  six  hours  after  the  destruc- 
tion of  Chicago. 

Without  allowing  himself  to  become  discouraged 
by  his  misfortune,  Mr.  Pomeroy  soon  resumed 
business,  turning  his  attention  to  the  manufacture 
of  soda-water,  in  which  line  he  has  since  engaged. 
He  manufactures  soft  drinks  of  every  kind,  and 
has  established  an  extensive  trade  and  a  remuner- 
ative business.  In  1880  he  bought  the  mill  plant 
known  as  the  Califf  FJanlng-mill,  to  which  he  soon 
added  a  sawmill.  The  mill  is  situated  opposite  his 
office  on  River  Street,  and  has  a  capacity  of  five 
million  feet  annually.  Employment  is  given  to 
about  sixty-five  men  in  the  season.  Logs  are 
bought  in  large  quantities  and  an  extensive  log- 
ging business  conducted. 

In  addition  to  other  interests,  Mr.  Pomeroy 
holds  a  half-interest  in  the  firm  of  Paul  Pomeroy  & 
Co.,  manufacturers  of  soda-water  at  Ludington. 
He  is  the  sole  bottler  of  the  Frankfort  mineral 
water,  which  is  regarded  as  among  the  best  water 
in  the  United  States,  its  properties  being  similar 
to  those  of  the  famous  Mt.  Clemens  mineral  w^ater. 
In  the  incorporation  of  the  Manistee  National 
Bank  he  was  an  important  factor,  and  is  now  a 
Director,  devoting  some  attention  to  its  affairs. 

Mr.  Pomeroy  has  served  for  eight  years  as  Alder- 
man, to  which  office  he  was  elected  upon  the  Demo- 
cratic ticket.  He  has  favored  all  public  improve- 
ments, especially  the  opening  of  streets  leading 
into  South  River  Street,  and  the  building  of  the 
new  bridge  on  Smith  Street.  His  labors  in  behalf 
of  the  welfare  of  the  people  are  appreciated  by  his 
fellow-citizens,  who  have  the  highest  confidence 
in  his  ability  and  efficiency.  September  26,  1867, 
he  married  Miss  Louisa  Luscher,  of  Milwaukee, 
and  the}^  are  the  parents  of  nine  children :  Amelia, 
William  C,  Lizzie,  Susan  (who  died  in  childhood), 
Clara,  Agnes,  Emma,  Eddie  and  Lucille.  He  and 
bis  family  hold  membership  in  the  Guardian  Angels' 


Catholic  Church.  They  occupy  a  tastily  furnished 
and  comfortable  home  at  No.  344  First  Street, 
in  addition  to  which  Mr.  Pomeroy  owns  some 
valuable  real  estate  in  Cadillac  and  several  pieces 
of  fine  property  in  Manistee. 


eHARLES  M.  BELL  has  been  for  about 
fifteen  years  identified  with  the  business 
growth  and  prosperity  of  Traverse  City. 
He  is  a  baker  and  confectioner  by  trade,  and  a 
thorough  and  practical  workman.  Coming  to  this 
place  in  April,  1878,  he  worked  at  his  calling  for 
four  years,  at  the  end  of  which  time  he  opened  his 
present  place  of  business  on  Front  Street.  As  the 
years  have  passed  he  has  succeeded  in  building  up 
a  good  trade,  and  has  been  deservedly  successful. 
Born  in  Hinckley,  Medina  County,  Ohio,  May  5, 
1852,  C.  M.  Bell  is  a  son  of  John  M.  and  Abigail 
(Turner)  Bell.  His  paternal  grandfather.  Dr. 
George  Bell,  was  an  earl}^  settler  in  the  Buckeye 
State,  and  during  the  French  and  Indian  Wars 
acted  as  a  spy  for  the  Government.  Later  he  did 
trading  with  the  Indians,  and  as  he  was  with  them 
a  large  share  of  his  time  learned  much  of  their 
methods  of  treating  disease  and  of  the  herbs  they 
employed.  John  Bell  was  a  carpenter  by  trade  and 
a  native  of  the  Empire  State.  In  his  youth  he  re- 
moved to  Ohio  and  later  came  to  Michigan,  dying 
in  Ingham  County  when  only  thirty-six  years  of 
age.  His  wife  departed  this  life  in  1869,  at  Lan- 
sing. After  the  death  of  her  first  husband  she 
married  a  Mr.  Rundell,  of  Bunker  Hill,  Mich.,  by 
which  union  she  had  a  daughter,  Ella,  now  Mrs. 
Taggart,  of  Big  Rapids. 

Charles  M.  Bell  was  his  father's  only  child,  and 
was  deprived  of  his  loving  care  and  attention  when 
he  was  only  three  years  of  age.  In  boyhood  he 
went  with  his  mother  and  stepfather  to  Stock- 
bridge,  Mich.,  and  thence  to  Lansing,  where  he  re- 
ceived the  major  portion  of  his  education,  and  on 
reaching  a  suitable  age  began  learning  his  trade, 
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When  he  had  mastered  the  business  he  spent  some 
time  in  traveling,  principally  in  Ohio,  New  York 
and  Pennsylvania,  and  while  in  the  latter  state  at- 
tended the  Centennial  of  1876. 

April  6,  1887,  Mr.  Bell  married  Miss  Elizabeth 
E.  Haynes,  of  Northport,  this  state.  The  lady  is  a 
native  of  England,  and  a  daughter  of  William  and 
Rosana  (Redford)  Haynes.  Two  children,  a  son  and 
daughter,  grace  the  union  of  our  subject  and  wife 
and  are  called,  respectively,  Morris  and  Ethel.  The 
family  residence,  which  is  a  comfortable  and  com- 
modious one,  is  at  No.  742  Washington  Street. 
Mrs.  Bell  is  a  faithful  member  of  the  Congregational 
Church,  the  services  of  which  her  husband  usually 
attends. 

Of  late  years  Mr.  Bell  has  spent  several  winters 
in  Florida  and  while  absent  has  left  his  business 
in  good  hands.  He  is  a  true-blue  Republican  and 
socially  is  a  Knight  of  the  Maccabees.  In  manner 
he  is  courteous  and  affable  and  a  man  whom  it  is  a 
pleasure  to  know.  Plis  fellow-citizens  freely  ac- 
cord him  their  confidence  and  best  wishes,  for  he  is 
known  to  be  thoroughly  deserving  and  a  man  of 
sterling  worth. 


FREEMAN  ARNOLD.  To  anyone  who 
closely  applies  himself  to  the  occupation 
which  he  has  chosen  as  his  vocation  in 
life  there  will  come,  almost  invariably,  a  high  de- 
gree of  success  and  the  regard  of  his  associates. 
Mr.  Arnold  is  no  exception  to  this  rule,  for  his 
present  position  among  the  people  of  Otsego 
County  has  been  reached  by  industry,  honor  and 
strict  attention  to  his  business  affairs.  On  coming 
to  Gay  lord  in  August,  1884,  his  cash  capital  was 
limited  to  $200,  but  with  this  as  a  nucleus  he  has 
built  up  a  large  trade  in  the  merchant-tailoring  bus- 
iness and  has  become  the  owner  of  valuable  prop- 
erty in  the  city  and  surrounding  country. 

The  parents  of  our  subject,  Joseph  and  Amanda 
(Frantz)   Arnold,  were  natives  of  Pennsylvania, 
and  he  was  born  in  Monroe   County,   that  state, 
16 


August  15,  1858.  His  grandfather,  John  Arnold, 
spent  his  entire  life  in  Pennsylvania,  where,  after 
many  years  devoted  to  agricultural  work,  he  died 
at  an  advanced  age.  His  family  con  sis  ted  of  three 
sons  and  three  daughters,  among  whom  was  Joseph, 
a  native  of  Susquehanna  County,  but  now  a  resi- 
dent of  Monroe  County.  Though  reared  upon  a 
farm,  he  early  learned  the  blacksmith's  trade  and 
this  he  has  since  followed  industriously  and  suc- 
cessful l3\  His  first  wife,"  the  mother  of  our  sub- 
ject, died  when  the  latter  was  a  boy,  and  the  father 
afterward  married  her  sister,  by  whom  he  has  one 
daughter,  Lillie.  In  religious  belief  he  is  an  ear- 
nest, faithful  member  of  the  Reformed  Church,  to 
which  our  subject's  mother  also  belonged.  Of 
their  children,  we  note  the  following:  Alvin  re- 
sides at  White  Haven,  Pa.;  Jerome,  a  blacksmith 
and  farmer,  lives  in  Monroe  County,  Pa.;  Simon 
died  in  Pennsylvania;  Lucy  was  married  to  Obe- 
diah  Bidding,  and  makes  her  home  in  Reading, 
Pa.;  Theodore  follows  the  occupation  of  a  shoe- 
maker in  Monroe  County;  our  subject  is  the  next 
in  the  family  circle;  Mary  died  at  the  age  of  nine- 
teen years;  and  Joseph,  a  blacksmith,  is  engaged  at 
his  trade  in  Monroe  County. 

In  youth  our  subject  had  the  advantage  of  an 
academical  education,  and  at  eighteen  yesivs  was 
graduated  from  the  academy  at  Broadheadsville. 
Soon  afterward  he  went  to  Stroudsburg,  Pa.,  and 
apprenticed  himself  to  an  expert  tailor,  with  whom 
he  remained  for  three  years  as  an  apprentice  and 
one  year  as  a  clerk.  Becoming  thoroughly  famil- 
iar with  the  trade,  he  engaged  at  "jour"  work  in 
various  places,  being  at  Lehighton  for  a  time,  later 
at  Mauch  Chunk,  Bethlehem  and  Stroudsburg,  and 
coming  from  the  latter  place  to  Michigan.  He 
reached  Gaylord  in  August,  1884,  and  at  once 
rented  a  shop  on  E  Street,  afterward  buying  the 
property.  By  industrious  application  to  the  busi- 
ness and  b}'^  close  study  of  the  wants  of  his  pat- 
rons, coupled  with  a  thorough  knowledge  of  the 
trade,  he  soon  gained  a  reputation  as  an  expert 
tailor,  and  is  now  not  only  the  oldest  man  in  that 
line  of  business  in  this  place,  but  the  most  success- 
ful and  prominent  as  well.  In  the  summer  of 
1888  he  traded  his  property  on  E  Street  for  his 
present  place  of  business  on  Main  Street,  which  i§ 
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centrally  located  and  commands  better  advantages 
for  trade. 

The  political  questions  of  the  age  receive  from 
Mr.  Arnold  the  serious  consideration  which  they 
merit,  and  he  is  well  informed  concerning  public 
matters,  being  able  to  give  a  reason  for  his  prefer- 
ence for  Democratic  principles.  For  two  terms  be 
served  as  School  Inspector,  and  m  1890  was  elected 
County  Treasurer,  in  which  cai)acity  he  served  for 
four  years,  his  discharge  of  the  duties  attending 
the  position  being  generally  satlsfactor3\  In  ad- 
dition to  the  business  which  he  conducts,  he  is  the 
owner  of  one  liundred  and  sixty  acres  of  land,  and 
at  various  times  has  dealt  in  real  estate.  Frater- 
nally he  is  a  Knight-Templar  Mason  and  a  member 
of  the  Order  of  the  Maccabees. 

In  1886  :Mr.  Arnold  married  Miss  Mattie  White, 
who  was  born  in  Stroudsburg,  Pa.,  and  is  a  daugh- 
ter of  James  White,  a  railroad  bridge-builder  re- 
siding in  that  place.  They  arc  the  parents  of  five 
children,  namely:  Frank,  John,  Edward,  Alice  and 
Mattie.  In  their  religious  connections  the  family 
are  identified  with  the  Congregational  Church,  and 
are  active  in  tlie  ijood  works  of  that  denomination. 


T7>  UGENE  E.  DOUVILLE,  Postmaster  at 
r  C)  Manistee,  born  in  Milwaukee,  Wis.,  Jan u- 
ar\'  15,  1844,  was  reared  in  that  city,  at- 
tending the  high  school  for  a  time,  and  graduating 
from  Lincoln's  College  at  the  age  of  eighteen.  On 
the  completion  of  his  education  he  learned  pho- 
tography, which  trade  he  followed  for  some  time 
thereafter.  Coming  to  Manistte  in  the  spring  of 
1865,  he  opened  a  gallery,  and  conducted  an  ex- 
tensive business  in  that  line  for  six  years. 

From  the  photographic  business  Mr.  Douville 
turned  his  attention  to  the  insurance  and  real-estate 
business,  and  has  since  had  a  large  trade  in  that  line. 
He  has  made  a  specialty  of  handling  pine  lands, 
both  for  himself  and  for  others.  Personally  he  has 
inspected  much  of  the  land  in  the  northern  part 
of  the  state,  and  few  are  better  informed  concern- 


ing the  valuation  of  proporty  than  is  he.  Of  of- 
fice and  abstract  work  he  has  also  made  a  specialty. 
In  connection  with  Edward  Lewis,  the  County  Reg- 
ister of  Deeds,  he  opened  a  set  of  abstracts  for  Man- 
istee County,  and  these  he  still  owns.  All  later 
transfers  have  been  entered  in  this  record  book,  so 
that  they  are  easy  of  access.  The  Lock  wood  sys- 
tem, which  is  considered  the  most  complete,  was 
used  in  the  compilation  of  the  records,  it  being  cov- 
ered by  copyright. 

About  five  years  ago  Mr.  Douville  visited  the 
southern  pine  lands,  accompanied  by  M.  W.  Gal- 
lagher, a  practical  woodsman,  who  had  personally 
inspected  the  pine  lands  in  all  of  the  Gulf  States. 
The}^  made  large  investments  there,and  during  the 
four  years  following  had  an  office  in  New  Orleans 
about  six  months  of  each  year.  Their  sales  were 
extensive,  aggregating  about  two  hundred  thou- 
sand acres  of  pine  lands,  which  were  sold  largely 
to  Northern  lumbermen.  Mr.  Douville  still  holds 
an  interest  in  about  one  hundred  thousand  acres 
of  pine  lands  in  the  South. 

The  Douville  Addition  to  the  city  of  Manistee, 
which  was  made  by  our  subject,  consists  of  about 
forty  lots  lying  in  the  center  of  the  town  and  oc- 
cupying a  very  desirable  location.  He  also  owns 
suburban  property  and  several  business  blocks  that 
bring  in  a  good  income  from  their  rental.  For 
some  years  he  was  in  partnership  with  his  brother, 
Walter  W.,  in  the  book  business  at  Manistee,  their 
trade  being  an  extensive  one.  After  twenty  years 
together,  his  brother,  who  had  been  the  manager 
of  the  business,died  suddenly,  in  1886, after  which 
the  stock  was  sold. 

On  coming  to  Manistee  Mr.  Douville  became 
identified  with  the  Democratic  party,  which  in  those 
days  was  largely  in  the  minority,  the  place  being 
considered  a  Republican  stronghold.  Through 
his  efforts,  in  connection  with  a  few  other  loyal 
Democrats,  he  succeeded  in  bringing  his  party 
to  the  front  as  a  formidable  and  often  successful 
competitor  of  the  other  organization.  Beginning 
in  1876,  he  served  for  four  years  as  Probate  Judge. 
For  one  term  he  was  Mayor,  also  served  as  City 
Recorder  and  City  Treasurer,  and  has  long  been 
identified  with  the  County  Executive  Committee,  of 
which  he  is  the  present  CUairm^n.    He  l^^s  attended 
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the  majority  of  the  psLVty  conventions  and  took 
part  in  the  Congressional  campaigns.  February  1, 
1894,  he  was  appointed  Postmaster,  having  been 
selected  after  a  close  contest  among  several  com- 
petitors. 

In  religion  Mr.  Douville  adheres  to  the  belief  of 
the  Unitarian  organization.  In  1876  he  married 
Mrs.  Helen  A.  (Foskett)  Traver,  of  Erie,  111.  So- 
cially lie  has  been  active  in  the  lodge  work  of 
the  Odd  Fellows'  societ}^  passing  the  chairs  in  the 
encampment  as  well  as  in  the  subordinate  lodge.  He 
is  a  member  of  the  Grand  Lodge  and  Grand  En- 
campment, and  is  connected  with  the  Knights  of 
Honor.  In  the  Order  of  Rebekah  he  holds  mem- 
bership, as  does  also  his  wife. 


11®^ 


1^ 


JAMES  W.  MARKHAM  is  the  head  of  a  small 
settlement  located  about  three  miles  distant 
from  Traverse  City,  and  known  as  Norris- 
ville.  Here  he  is  engaged  in  the  manufact- 
ure of  brick  on  a  very  extensive  scale,  and  gives 
employment  to  from  thirty  to  fifty  men.  For 
these  hands  and  their  families  he  has  erected  a 
number  of  neat  and  substantial  houses  in  the  vi- 
cinity of  his  own  home.  Mr.  Markham  is  a  strik- 
ing example  of  the  self-made  men  of  America. 
Hardly  twenty  years  ago  he  was  a  poor  man,  with 
but  little  more  than  a  few  clothes  and  a  shovel. 
Nevertheless,  he  possessed  those  inherited  qualities 
of  pluck  and  energy  which  compel  fortune  to 
smile,  and  after  prospecting  for  a  time  he  discov- 
ered a  good  bank  of  clay  suitable  for  brick.  He 
commenced  in  a  small  way  as  a  manufacturer,  and 
now  sells  brick  by  the  million. 

The  father  of  J.  W.,  James  Markham,  who  is  liv- 
ing under  his  roof,  is  a  native  of  England,  but 
settled  in  Canada  at  an  early  day  and  engaged  in 
farming.  His  wife,  Sarah,  nee  Pipe,  lived  to  be 
fifty-two  years  of  age,  and  he  is  now  in  his  eight- 
ieth year.  Of  their  union  were  born  the  follow- 
ing children;  Mary  Ann,  who  became  the  wife  of 


John  Rogers,  of  Wiarton,  Ontario;  David,  who  is 
engaged  in  the  brick  and  lumber  business  at  Osce- 
ola, this  state;  John,  who  enlisted  in  the  Civil  War, 
and  died  about  1865;  Jacob,  who  died  in  child- 
hood; James  W.,  of  this  sketch;  Abraham,  now 
working  in  the  car-shops  at  Port  Huron;  Sarah, 
Mrs.  Walter  Miller,  of  Wiarton;  Isaac,  a  teamster 
of  Croswell,  this  state;  Samuel,  a  resident  of  Ham- 
ilton, Ontario;  Isadore,  a  Canadian  farmer;  Charles, 
who  died  in  infancy;  and  Joseph  M.,  now  of  Cin- 
cinnati. 

James  W.  Markham  w^as  born  in  Waterloo,  Can- 
ada, April  29,  1847,  and  remained  upon  his  fa- 
ther's homestead  until  eighteen  years  of  age.  His 
services  were  needed  in  the  farm  management,  and 
as  there  were  no  schools  convenient,  his  education 
was  decidedly  neglected.  When  in  his  nineteenth 
year  he  started  out  for  himself  and  worked  on  a 
farm,  after  which  he  spent  two  years  learning  the 
brick-making  trade.  In  1868  he  came  to  this  state, 
and  for  a  time  worked  in  the  lumber  woods  near 
Croswell.  During  this  time  he  made  some  brick, 
and  later  put  up  a  machine  for  the  manufacture  of 
this  article  at  Benzonia.  After  operating  the  ma- 
chine for  a  period,  he  looked  about  him  for  a  favor- 
able situation,  and  settled  upon  Traverse  City  as 
the  best  for  his  purposes.  Here  he  made  the  ac- 
quaintance of  Perry  Hannah,  whose  history  appears 
elsewhere  in  this  work.  For  the  first  year  his  re- 
tail sales  amounted  to  only  about  five  thousand 
brick,  but  now  he  annually  retails  over  half  a  mill- 
ion. His  works  have  an  annual  output  of  about 
four  million. 

May  12,  1875,  Mr.  Markham  was  united  in  mar- 
riage with  Sarah  Ann  Smurthwaite  at  Port  Huron. 
Her  parents,  Thomas  and  Lavinia  Smurthwaite, 
were  natives  of  England  and  Nova  Scotia,  respect- 
ively, and  the  former  has  reached  his  seventy-third, 
and  the  latter  her  sixty-ninth,  year.  Their  eldest 
son,  William,  is  deceased.  Thomas  makes  his  home 
in  Manistee;  Jane  is  Mrs.  Elno  E.  Parrott,  of  Illi- 
nois; Mary  is  the  wife  of  William  Tucker,  of  Sand 
Beach,  Mich.;  Joseph  and  James  are  deceased;  and 
Lavinia  is  the  wife  of  I.  D.  Lane,  of  Sand  Beach. 
In  the  management  of  his  business,  Mr.  Mark- 
ham has  been  greatly  assisted  by  his  wife,  who  is 
a  companion  p.nd  helpmate  in  every  sense.     She 
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keeps  the  books  of  the  concern,  makes  the  financial 
calculations,  and  is  his  private  secretary.  In  poli- 
tics Mr.  Markham  is  identified  with  the  Republican 
party,  and  socially  he  is  a  Mason  of  the  Seventh 
Degree. 


r^^K^ 


JOHN  A.  LINDSTROM,  Treasurer  of  Manis- 
tee County,  and  one  of  the  successful  mer- 
chants of  the  city  of  Manistee,  was  born  in 
Wermland,  Sweden,  September  30,  1853,  be- 
ing the  son  of  Nels  and  Kate  Lindstrom.  He  was 
only  eight  years  old  when  death  deprived  him  of 
his  mother,  and  he  was  afterward  cared  for  by 
strangers  until  he  was  seventeen,  when  he  returned 
to  his  father's  house.  One  year  later  he  accom- 
panied his  father  to  the  United  States  and  settled 
on  a  farm  in  Sherman  Township,  Osceola  County, 
Mich.,  where  the  latter  is  still  engaged  in  farm 
pursuits. 

In  the  public  schools  and  by  private  study  the 
subject  of  this  sketch  obtained  a  good  education. 
In  1871  he  began  to  learn  the  trade  of  a  carpen- 
ter, which  he  followed  until  1880,  meantime  also 
engaging  in  railroad  work,  though  he  did  not  yet 
understand  the  English  language.  In  1880  he  be- 
came clerk  in  the  store  of  G.  W.  Bevins  at  Tustin, 
Osceola  County,  by  whom  he  was  soon  promoted 
to  be  chief  clerk  and  also  appointed  Deputy  Post- 
master, Mr.  Bevins  being  the  Postmaster.  He  kept 
the  books  both  for  the  store  and  the  postoffice,  re- 
maining in  this  position  for  six  years. 

Associated  with  another  gentleman,  Mr.  Lind- 
strom, in  1887,  opened  a  general  mercantile  store 
at  Tustin,  the  firm  name  being  Lindstrom  &  Lo- 
vene.  The  connection  continued  for  three  years, 
the  business  being  large  and  profitable.  In  April, 
1890,  Mr,  Lindstrom  opened  a  general  store  on 
Fifth  Street,  Manistee,  and  in  May,  1893,  came  to 
his  present  location.  No,  906  Vine  Street,  where 
he  carries  a  full  assortment  of  groceries,  crockery, 
dry  goods  and  notions,  also   feed   and   hay.     His 


stock  is  varied  and  large,  and  the  business  is  a 
most  successful  one. 

In  the  fall  of  1894  Mr.  Lindstrom  was  elected 
Treasurer  of  Manistee  County,  having  a  majority 
over  two  candidates  of  three  hundred  and  seven, 
and  receiving  a  total  vote  of  nineteen  hundred 
and  eighty-seven.  His  popularity  is  shown  by  the 
fact  that  he  received  a  larger  number  of  ballots 
than  any  candidate  for  any  of  the  county  oflSces, 
with  one  exception.  In  Republican  circles  he  has 
long  been  active.  In  Osceola  County  he  served  as 
County  Committeeman,  and  has  frequently  served 
as  delegate  to  conventions.  His  bonds  as  County 
Treasurer  are  $75,000. 

Mr.  Lindstrom  married,  on  the  5th  of  August, 
1881,  Miss  Huldah  M.  Olson,  a  native  of  Westervik, 
Sweden,  born  Januar}'  16,  1858.  Mrs.  Lindstrom 
was  reared  in  Westervik,  where  her  father  en- 
gaged in  business.  She  came  to  the  United  States 
in  1880,  and  has  since  made  her  home  in  Michigan. 
In  religious  belief  she  is  a  Baptist,  while  our  sub- 
ject is  a  member  of  the  Swedish  Lutheran  Church. 
He  has  served  his  congregation  as  organist  for  six- 
teen years  and  is  one  of  its  most  active  workers. 
Socially  he  is  a  member  of  the  Svea  Society.  His 
children,  three  in  number,  are  named  as  follows: 
Alfdis  Sophia,  who  was  born  July  21,  1882;  Flor- 
ence Iliana,  May  29,  1884;  and  Joseph  Benjamin 
Harrison,  October  4,  1888. 


■^- 


FRANK  RICH,  M.  D.  Although  still  in  the 
dawn  of  the  success  that  has  attended  his 
efforts  in  a  professional  way.  Dr.  Rich  has 
already  given  abundant  evidence  of  the  ability 
that  qualifies  him  for  a  high  place  in  the  medical 
fraternity.  He  Is  a  member  of  a  family  that  for 
several  generations  has  been  prominent  in  the  pro- 
fessions, and  his  own  career  thus  far  has  been  such 
as  to  add  luster  to  the  name  he  bears.  In  his 
practice  he  has  adopted  the  system  of  homeopathy, 
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and  is  one  of   the  most  suceehsful    physicians  of 
that  scliool  in  the  city  and  county  of  Manistee. 

Through  his  paternal  ancestors  Dr,  Rich  traces 
his  ancestry  to  England,  where  his  grandfather  was 
born  and  reared.  On  the  maternal  side,  the  fam- 
ily is  of  Holland  extraction.  Longevity  has  been 
characteristic  of  the  members  of  the  Rich  family, 
also  their  fondness  for  professional  life;  while  the 
maternal  ancestors  usually  engaged  in  agricultural 
pursuits.  The  father  of  our  subject,  Arthur  D. 
Rich,  is  a  native  of  Ticonderoga,  N.  Y.,  and  about 
1845  came  West,  settling  near  Kalamazoo,  Mich., 
where  for  a  time  he  engaged  in  the  practice  of  law. 
From  that  place  he  removed  to  Chicago,  where  he 
has  conducted  an  extensive  and  remunerative  legal 
practice  for  a  period  of  about  thirty- five  years. 

The  mother  of  our  subject  bore  the  maiden  name 
of  Esther  Dyckman,  and  was  born  in  Ticonderoga, 
N.  Y.  There  were  eleven  children  in  the  family, 
of  whom  nine  are  now  living.  Dr.  Rich  being  the 
seventh  in  order  of  birth.  All  are  residents  of 
Chicago,  with  the  exception  of  himself  and  two 
brothers:  Louis,  a  minister  of  the  Swedenborgian 
Church  in  Detroit,  Mich.;  and  Charles  D.,  a  prac- 
ticing physician  of  Phoenix,  Ariz. 

The  Doctor  was  born  in  Chicago,  March  18,  1870, 
and  was  educated  in  the  public  schools  of  that 
city,  where  the  years  of  his  boyhood  and  youth 
were  passed.  Entering  the  literary  department  of 
the  University  of  Michigan  at  Ann  Arbor,  he  pur- 
sued his  studies  there  for  two  3^ears.  He  then  be- 
came a  student  in  the  medical  department  of  the 
same  institution,  where  he  completed  a  three-years 
course  in  medicine,  receiving  the  degree  of  Doc- 
tor of  Medicine  in  1893.  During  the  last  year 
spent  in  the  university  he  was  also  engaged  as  as- 
sistant professor  of  ophthalmology  and  otolog3^ 
While  serving  in  this  capacity  he  enjoyed  su- 
perior advantages  for  studying  the  eye  and  the  ear, 
and  has  made  the  treatment  of  diseases  of  this 
character  a  special  study.  In  his  practice,  while 
skilled  in  all  lines,  he  makes  the  treatment  of  the 
eye  and  ear  a  specialty.  His  office  is  fully  sup- 
plied with  the  intricate  and  necessary  appliances 
for  the  treatment  of  these  ailments,  as  well  as  the 
other  ills  to  which  human  flesh  is  heir. 

With  everything  pertaining  to  his   profession, 


Dr.  Rich  keeps  in  the  closest  touch.  He  is  identi- 
fied with  two  college  societies  at  Ann  Arbor,  and 
is  a  member  of  the  Michigan  State  Societies  of 
Homeopathy  and  the  American  Institute  of  Home- 
opathy. He  was  reared  in  the  Congregational 
faith,  and  inclines  toward  the  doctrines  of  that 
church.  A  Republican  in  politics,  he  takes  an  in- 
terest in  all  party  and  political  matters,  and  few 
men  are  better  informed  than  he  on  the  topics  of 
the  day.  He  has  never  held  nor  aspired  to  any 
political  position,  yet  few  men  who  are  ambitious 
in  that  way  would  fill  an  office  of  trust  more  wor- 
thily. 


^^(^ 


PARM  C.  GILBERT.  As  an  attorney,  Mr. 
Gilbert  takes  front  rank  at  the  Bar  of 
Grand  Traverse  County.  He  is  a  man 
of  liberal  education  and  scholarly  attainments, 
and  has  always  been  a  close  student.  Possessing 
much  natural  aptitude  for  the  law,  he  is  a  concise, 
logical  reasoner,  and  has  his  cases  and  the  law  gov- 
erning the  points  well  in  hand.  His  success  is 
especially  commendable  when  the  fact  is  taken 
into  consideration  that  he  has  made  his  own  way 
in  the  world,  unaided  by  capital,  influential  friends 
or  what  is  usually  called  ''luck."  Though  he  has 
been  in  practice  for  a  few  years  only,  he  is  already 
recognized  as  one  of  the  able  and  promising  young 
lawyers  of  Traverse  City^  and  is  rapidly  gaining 
prominence  among  the  legal  fraternity  of  this  part 
of  the  state. 

The  father  of  our  subject,  J.  B.  Gilbert,  resides 
upon  a  farm  near  the  northeast  corner  of  Manistee 
County.  He  married  Miss  H.  A.  Rudd,  a  native 
of  southern  Michigan,  and  a  member  of  a  well 
known  family  of  that  part  of  the  state.  Longev- 
ity has  been  a  marked  characteristic  of  the  Gilbert 
family,  and  the  mother  of  Mrs.  J.  B.  Gilbert  at- 
tained the  venerable  age  of  ninety -eight.  The 
twelve  children  comprising  the  parental  family 
w^ere  as  follows:  Ada  and  Lillie,  who  died  in  child- 
hood; Parm  C;  A.  L.,  who  is  at  home;  Eva,  wife 


416 


PORTRAIT  AND  BIOGRAPHICAL  RECORD. 


of  John  Ostrander,  of  Traverse  City;  Rose,  wife 
of  John  Whiteman,  residing  in  Onekama,  Manistee 
County;  Sumner,  a  student  in  the  Traverse  City 
schools;  Alonzo,  who  is  with  his  parents;  Bird,  at 
present  in  Traverse  City;  and  Bessie,  Moses  and 
Belle,  who  are  at  home. 

The  subject  of  this  notice  was  born  in  Newaygo, 
Cass  County,  Mich.,  May  24,  1865,  and  in  bo}^- 
hood  was  obliged  to  work  hard,  assisting  in  the 
maintenance  of  the  family.  As  opportunity  af- 
forded, he  attended  the  neighboring  district  schools, 
but  the  knowledge  that  he  acquired  was  the  result 
rather  of  self-culture  than  school  training.  At  the 
age  of  eighteen  he  secured  a  certificate  to  teach, 
having  by  his  studious  habits  gained  the  necessary' 
knowledge  so  that  he  passed  a  creditable  examina- 
tion. During  the  lour  following  years  he  taught 
five  terms  of  school,  using  the  funds  derived  there- 
from to  prosecute  his  studies.  He  attended  Ben- 
zonia  College  for  one  year,  and  then  taught  to  se- 
cure additional  funds.  Afterward  he  spent  six 
months  at  the  Normal  School  at  Valparaiso,  Ind., 
then  taught  a  term  of  school,  and  later  entered  the 
Traverse  City  High  School,  where  he  finished  the 
regular  four-years  course  in  two  years,  earning  his 
own  way  in  the  mean  time  as  best  he  could.  At 
the  completion  of  the  course,  he  was  graduated 
with  the  Class  of  '89,  at  which  time  he  was  awarded 
the  prize  for  having  the  highest  average  standing 
of  the  class  for  the  four  years,  it  being  a  scholar- 
ship in  Adrian  College,  in  Michigan. 

After  a  short  time  devoted  to  the  study  of  law 
in  the  office  of  J.  R.  Adsit,  our  subject  entered  the 
law  department  of  the  University  of  Michigan,  in 
October,  1889,  and  continued  until  his  graduation 
in  1891.  From  June  of  that  year  he  was  in  the 
office  of  J.  R.  Adsit  until  February  of  the  follow- 
ing year,  when  the  death  of  that  gentleman  caused 
him  to  open  an  office  for  himself.  In  March,  1892, 
he  formed  a  partnership  with  G.  G.  Covill,and  the 
connection  then  formed  continued  until  January, 
1894,  since  which  time  Mr.  Gilbert  has  been  alone. 
He  engages  in  general  practice,  and  is  rapibly  es- 
tablishing a  large  clientage  in  the  village  and  sur- 
rounding country. 

In  November,  1892,  occurred  the  marriage  of 
Mr.  Gilbert  and  Miss  Rhoda  Emma  Thomas.    This 


lady  is  a  native  of  Indiana,  and  her  parents  are 
residents  of  Traverse  City.  She  was  reared  in  the 
faith  of  the  Society  of  Friends,  to  which  she  still 
adheres,  while  Mr.  Gilbert  is  a  Baptist  in  religious 
belief.  One  child,  Harold,  blesses  their  union.  In 
political  belief  Mr.  Gilbert  is  an  unswerving  Re- 
publican, although  his  participation  in  politics  is 
confined  to  voting  and  giving  private  counsel. 


^^♦♦♦♦r- 

"?♦♦♦♦(= 


WILLIAM  BROSCH.  Among  the  native- 
born  sons  of  Grand  Traverse  County 
who  have  here  spent  their  entire  lives 
and  have  been  identified  with  its  progress  and  the 
development  of  its  resources,  we  mention  the  name 
of  William  Brosch,  a  young  business  man  of  Trav- 
erse City.  He  resides  with  his  parents  in  their 
beautiful  home,  which  occupies  a  picturesque  situ- 
ation amid  most  attractive  surroundings  and 
affording  a  pleasant  view,  on  the  east  corner  of 
West  Bay. 

The  father  of  our  subject,  Frank  F.  Brosch,  one 
of  the  successful  and  prominent  business  men  of 
Traverse  City,  is  a  native  of  Austria,  and  was  born 
February  4,  1831.  He  grew  to  manhood  in  the 
land  of  his  birth,  and  thence  emigrated  to  America, 
making  settlement  in  Chicago  in  1853.  Having 
learned  the  trade  of  a  butcher  prior  to  his  emigra- 
tion to  this  country,  he  secured  a  position  in  a 
slaughter-house  at  Chicago,  where  he  remained  a 
few  years.  His  arrival  in  Traverse  City  was  in  the 
year  1856,  at  which  time  this  now  flourishing  vil- 
lage was  sparsely  settled,  and  contained  few  houses. 
He  has  been  one  of  the  energetic,  capable  and  per- 
severing citizens  who  have  contributed  to  its  ad- 
vancement, and  have  watched  its  growth  with  in- 
telligent interest.  For  ten  years  he  was  in  the 
employ  of  Hannah,  Lay  &  Co.  at  this  place.  He 
took  up  a  homestead  and  spent  about  seven  years 
in  farming  and  lumbering,  making  considerable 
money  in  these  enterprises.  On  retiring  from  that 
work  he  came  to  Traverse  City,  where  he  opened  a 
meat-market,  and  this  business  he  has  since  owned, 
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our  subject  being  the  present  manager  of  the  con- 
cern. 

By  his  marriage  with  Mary  Greilick,  Frank  F. 
Brosch  became  the  father  of  the  following-named 
children:  Emma,  wife  of  Frank  Freidrick,  of  Trav- 
erse City;  Emma,  who  died  when  eight  years  old; 
William,  the  subject  of  this  notice;  Edward,  who 
died  in  childhood;  and  Edward  (second),  a  resident 
of  Traverse  City.  The  third  m  order  of  birth, 
William,  was  born  in  Grand  Traverse  County  June 
17,  1868.  The  first  six  years  of  his  life  were  passed 
upon  a  farm,  after  which  he  accompanied  his  par- 
ents to  Traverse  City,  In  the  schools  of  this  place 
he  received  a  practical  education,  and  by  reading 
current  literature  he  has  become  well  posted  con- 
cerning topics  of  interest.  About  1890  he  became 
interested  in  the  meat  business  with  his  father,  and 
has  since  been  connected  with  the  market,  being 
its  present  manager.  By  his  excellent  judgment 
and  energy,  he  relieves  his  father  of  much  of  the 
responsibility  attached  to  his  business,  and  the  lat- 
ter, who  is  not  in  robust  health,  is  at  present  in 
California,  where  he  hopes  to  derive  benefit  from 
the  beneficent  influence  of  that  delightful  climate. 
The  family  is  one  of  social  prominence,  and  its 
members  enjoy  the  esteem  of  their  large  circle  of 
acquaintances. 


JAMES  A.  BOOTS  is  the  leading  contractor 
for  masonry  and  plastering  work  at  Traverse 
City,  and  makes  a  specialty  of  the  latter.  He 
has  made  his  home  and  headquarters  here 
since  the  spring  of  1882,  and  the  first  year  after 
his  arrival  was  foreman  for  Bentley  &  Nolan,  who 
had  the  contract  for  building  the  Northern  Mich- 
igan Insane  Asylum.  Since  that  time  Mr.  Boots 
has  had  charge  of  many  other  large  and  important 
pieces  of  work,  and  since  he  has  embarked  in  con- 
tracting for  himself  has  made  a  striking  success. 
Among  other  large  public  buildings  which  show 
evidences  of  his  handiwork  are  the  two  ward  school- 
houses,  Steinberg's  Opera  House  and  the  McNa- 
mara  Block. 

The  records  of  Mr.  Boots'  ancestors  have  not 


been  kept,  but  there  is  little  doubt  that  they  were 
of  German  extraction,  the  name  formerly  being 
Butz.  The  progenitor  of  the  family  in  America 
was  one  Thomas  Butz,  who  settled  in  Maryland 
and  subsequently  removed  to  New  York  State  dur- 
ing the  latter  part  of  the  seventeenth  centmy. 
The  paternal  grandmother  of  our  subject  died  at  the 
age  of  eighty-nine,  while  his  maternal  grandmother 
lacked  but  a  few  days  of  being  eighty-eight  years 
of  age  at  the  time  of  her  demise.  The  father, 
Benjamin  F.  Boots,  was  born  in  New  York  State, 
and  settled  in  Sturgis,  Mich.,  about  1842.  Later 
he  removed  to  Shawnee  County,  Kan.,  settling 
about  eighteen  miles  west  of  Topeka.  He  was  a 
mason  by  trade,  and  followed  that  occupation  dur- 
ing most  of  his  active  life.  He  died  when  about 
seventy  years  of  age.  His  wife,  Mary,  was  a  Miss 
Harwood,  a  native  of  Steuben  County,  N.  Y.  She 
passed  away  when  only  forty -eight  years  of  age, 
leaving  the  following  children:  George  E.,  of  But- 
ler, Ind.,  a  leading  banker  of  the  place;  James 
A.;  Matilda,  Mrs.  David  Hartzell,  of  Rossville, 
Kan.;  Augusta,  Mrs.  Allen  Burtch,  of  Penn  Yan, 
N.  Y.,  and  Melville,  a  stenographer  and  telegraph 
operator  at  Bessemer,  Ala. 

James  A.  Boots  was  born  m  Sturgis,  Mich., 
August  7,  1847,  and  when  about  six  years  of  age 
removed  to  Butler,  Ind.  At  the  end  of  two  years 
his  family  removed  to  Waterloo,  the  same  state, 
and  here  the  main  part  of  his  education  was  ac- 
quired. In  1864  he  went  to  Penn  Yan,  N.  Y., 
where  he  learned  the  trade  of  a  mason.  This  he 
followed  in  the  Empire  State  until  1869,  and  dur- 
ing the  next  five  years  he  traveled  through  a  num- 
ber of  states,  learning  much  of  his  country  and 
things  in  general,  while  still  pursuing  his  regular 
vocation.  In  1874  he  went  to  Angola,  Ind., 
where  he  continued  to  dwell  until  the  spring  of 
1882,  when,  as  before  mentioned,  he  cast  in  his  lot 
with  the  good  people  of  Traverse  City.  He  may 
well  be  proud  of  the  reputation  which  he  bears  as 
a  man  who  always  carries  out  in  every  detail  his 
contracts  and  is  sure  to  give  satisfaction. 

While  a  resident  of  New  York  Mr.  Boots  became 
acquainted  with  and  was  married,  in  March,  1873, 
at  Jonesville,  Mich.,  to  Miss  Mattie  M.  Littlefield, 
an  attractive  and  accomplished  lady.     Their  only 
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child  is  Lena  Belle,  who  is  now  attending  the  local 
schools. 

In  past  years  Mr.  Boots'  political  sympathies 
were  with  the  Greenback  party.  He  believes  that 
our  present  financial  policy  is  all  wrong  and  would 
fain  see  another  monetary  system  adopted  by  the 
Government.  A  member  of  the  Masonic  frater- 
nity, he  belongs  to  Traverse  City  Lodge  No.  222, 
of  this  place. 
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HOWARD  B.  GARNER,  M.  D.,  came  to 
Traverse  City  in  November,  1894.  He 
located  here  with  the  intention  of  making 
it  his  permanent  abiding  place,  and,  although  the 
period  of  his  sojourn  has  been  comparatively  brief, 
he  has  already  gained  a  profitable  and  increasing 
practice,  to  the  demands  of  which  he  gives  the 
closest  attention.  His  natural  ability  has  been 
supplemented  by  diligent  study,  and  he  is  well 
qualified  for  the  practice  of  his  chosen  profession. 

The  Garner  family  is  of  Scotch  extraction,  and 
has  been  represented  in  Michigan  for  three  genera- 
tions. The  grandfather  of  our  subject,  John  Gar- 
ner, was  born  in  New  Jersej^,  and  became  a  pio- 
neer of  White  Lake,  Oakland  County,  Mich.,  where 
he  followed  the  occupation  of  a  farmer. 

R.  B.,  the  father  of  our  subject,  was  among  the 
eldest  of  Grandfather  Garner's  children,  and  was 
born  at  White  Lake,  Oakland  County.  His  j^outh- 
ful  years  were  spent  on  the  home  farm,  and  when 
the  time  came  for  him  to  select  a  life  occupation 
he  chose  that  with  which  he  was  most  familiar. 
He  is  still  engaged  as  an  agriculturist,  and  makes 
his  home  m  Emmet  County,  to  which  part  of  the 
state  he  removed  six  years  ago.  His  wife,  who 
died  in  1893,  was  a  native  of  New  York,  and  bore 
the  maiden  name  of  Maiy  Fitzjarald.  Their  chil- 
dren were  six  in  number,  namely:  Belle,  who  died 
in  Emmet  County;  Allie,  who  died  in  childhood; 
Lota,  also  deceased;  Minnie,  who  is  with  her  par- 
ents in  Emmet  County;  Howard  B.,  of  this  sketch; 


and  Eddie,  a  druggist  in  Port  Huron,  who  died  at 
the  age  of  twenty-five  years. 

The  birth  of  our  subject  occurred  in  Tyrone, 
Livingston  County,  Mich..  October  30,  1865.  The 
years  of  his  boyhood  and  youth  were  unevent- 
fully passed  upon  the  home  farm  and  in  attend- 
ance at  the  neighboring  schools.  His  parents  gave 
him  the  best  educational  advantages  the  county 
afforded,  and  he  was  a  student  in  both  the  com- 
mon and  high  schools.  Upon  completing  his  edu- 
cation, he  entered  upon  the  profession  of  a  teacher, 
which  he  followed  for  two  years.  It  was  not, 
however,  his  intention  to  make  that  occupation  liis 
life  work.  It  was  his  desire  to  become  a  physician, 
and  as  soon  as  possible  he  commenced  his  medical 
studies  under  the  preceptorship  of  an  experienced 
practitioner.  Dr.  Edwin  Bachman,  with  whom  he 
remained  during  1885  and  1886. 

Subsequently  our  subject  entered  the  University 
of  Michigan,  and  in  1892  he  was  graduated  from 
the  medical  department  of  that  institution.  He 
commenced  the  active  practice  of  his  profession  at 
Harbor  Springs,  Mich.,  and  was  fortunate  in  meet- 
ing with  success  from  the  beginning.  Not  con- 
tent with  the  knowledge  already  gained,  but  wish- 
ing to  more  thoroughly  equip  himself  for  his  pro- 
fession, he  sold  out  his  practice  at  Harbor  Springs 
and  went  to  New  York  City,  where  he  continued 
his  medical  researches  under  the  most  competent 
instructors.  He  was  graduated  from  the  New  York 
Polyclinic  in  operative  surgery  under  the  imme- 
diate instruction  of  the  President,  John  A.  Wyeth, 
who  has  a  wide  reputation  in  that  field.  For  ex- 
cellence in  general  surgery  he  was  awarded  a  cer- 
tificate. He  was  also  a  student  in  the  New  York 
Post-Graduate  School,  and,  m  fact,  his  preparation 
for  his  profession  has  been  of  the  highest  order. 
In  general  surgery  he  is  a  specialist,  but  expects 
to  maintain  a  general  practice.  He  has  fitted  up 
an  office  at  the  corner  of  Front  and  Cass  Streets, 
and,  having  made  careful  preparation  for  his  pro- 
fession, he  has  before  him  every  prospect  of  a 
bright  and  useful  career. 

Dr.  Garner's  marriage  with  Miss  Fannie  Snow 
occurred  April  24,  1893.  He  has  not  been  active 
in  politics,  but,  believing  that  the  principles  of  the 
Republican  party  will  best  subserve  the  interests 
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of  our  country,  be  casts  his  ballot  for  that  political 
organization.  Fraternally  he  affiliates  with  the 
Ancient  Order  of  United  Workmen,  the  Free  and 
Accepted  Masons  and  the  Knights  of  the  Macca- 
bees. He  is  a  member  of  the  Presbyterian  Church, 
and  is  a  frequent  attendant  at  its  services. 
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(Tpr  LFRED  Y.  FRIEDRICH,  Postmaster  at 
r — \  Traverse  Citjs  is  among  the  most  enter- 
prising business  men  of  the  place,  and  is 
said  to  be  the  youngest  postmaster  under  Pres- 
idential appointment  in  the  state.  He  assumed 
the  duties  of  the  office  March  1,  1894,  and  his 
service  in  this  position  has  reflected  credit  upon 
his  own  abilities  and  given  satisfaction  to  the  peo- 
ple. Among  the  residents  of  Traverse  City  none 
are  more  devoted  than  he  is  to  its  welfare,  and 
none  have  greater  faith  in  its  future  prosperity 
and  continued  growth. 

As  the  name  indicates,  the  Friedrich  family  is 
of  German  extraction.  The  father  of  our  subject, 
Frank,  was  born  in  Germany,  and  coming  to  this 
country,  engaged  in  the  hotel  business  at  Grand 
Rapids,  Mich.,  where  he  remained  about  twenty 
years.  Later  in  life  he  was  the  proprietor  of  the 
Front  Street  House  in  Traverse  City.  He  was  a 
man  who  possessed  characteristic  German  thrift 
and  industry,  and  his  death  was  a  loss  to  the  com- 
munity in  which  he  resided.  His  wife,  who  is  now 
Jiving  in  Grand  Rapids,  was  also  a  native  of  Ger- 
many and  bore  the  maiden  name  of  Marie  Ansorge. 
Their  family  consisted  of  eight  children,  as  fol- 
lows: Mary,  who  is  deceased;  Anna,  wife  of  Jacob 
Furtsch,  of  Traverse  City;  Frank,  Alfred  V.,  Ma- 
tilda; Louise  and  Laura,  who  are  with  their  mother 
in  Grand  Rapids;  and  Oscar,  the  youngest  of  the 
family. 

The  fourth  in  order  of  birth  of  these  children  is 
Alfred  V.,  who  was  born  in  Grand  Rapids,  Mich., 
October  25,  1865.  At  the  age  of  seven  years  he 
accompanied  his  parents  to  Traverse  City,  where 
his  education  was  obtained  in  the  public  schools. 
Two  weeks  before  the  time  of  his  graduation  he 
entered  into  partnership  with  his  brother  in  the 
boot  and  shoe  bui?iness,  of  which  he  soon  gained  a 


thorough  knowledge.  Going  back  to  Grand  Rap- 
ids, he  was  for  a  time  employed  in  the  office  of  an 
uncle  in  the  A.  Leitelt  Iron  Works.  On  his  re- 
turn to  Traverse  City  he  formed  a  partnership,  in 
1888,  with  his  brother  in  the  boot  and  shoe  busi- 
ness. In  1895  he  purchased  his  brother's  interest 
in  the  buildings  and  stock,  and  is  now  conducting 
the  business  alone. 

Having  made  his  home  in  Traverse  City  the 
most  of  the  time  since  he  was  seven  years  old,  Mr. 
Friedrich  is  deeplj^  interested  in  the  welfare  of  the 
place,  and  a  supporter  of  all  measures  tending  to 
promote  its  progress.  Notwithstanding  the  fact 
that  this  section  is  strongly  Republican,  he  has 
ever  remained  loyal  to  Democratic  principles, 
which  he  upholds  with  equal  firmness  in  the  hour 
of  defeat  or  the  triumph  of  victory.  Being  a 
young  man  of  excellent  judgment  and  good  exec- 
utive ability,  he  is  the  chosen  leader  of  his  party, 
and  for  four  years  served  as  Chairman  of  the  Coun- 
t}^  Committee;  in  fact  the  entire  work  of  the  party 
in  the  countj^  was  left  to  his  supervision.  For  eight 
years  he  has  been  prominently  identified  with  lo- 
cal politics  and  has  performed  the  duties  devolv- 
ing upon  him  in  a  manner  satisfactory  to  all. 

In  public  enterprises  Mr.  Friedrich  has  also  taken 
an  active  interest,  and  at  the  present  time  fills  the 
office  of  Secretary  of  the  Boardman  River  Electric 
Light  Company,  to  which  organization  he  has 
given  considerable  thought  and  work  since  he  as- 
sisted in  its  inception.  Fraternally  he  is  a  Mason 
and  a  Knight  of  Pythias.  He  spent  about  one 
year  in  the  law  office  of  L.  Roberts,  of  this  place, 
and  thus  gained  a  good  knowledge  of  legal  ques- 
tions, which  information  has  been  of  use  to  him  in 
practical  business  life.  In  1892  he  was  united  in 
marriage  with  Miss  Minnie  Spalding,  of  Peters- 
burg, Monroe  County,  Mich.,  and  they  have  one 
son,  Alfred  Spalding,  born  in  1893. 


<    T     <^ILLIAM   H.    NUTTALL,   Master   Me- 
Y/Xy    chanic  for  tlie  Manistee  &  Northeast- 
ern Railroad,  was  born  in  Eureka,  Wis., 
February  17,  1864,  and  is  the  son  of  Lawrence  W. 
and  Margaret  (Mathers)  Nuttall.     In  1869   his  fa- 
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tber  came  to  Manistee  for  the  purpose  of  building 
a  sawmill  for  the  firm  of  Gifford,  Ruddock  &  Co. 
In  this  concern  he  became  the  resident  partner, 
Mr.  Gifford  making  his  home  in  Albany,  N.  Y., 
and  Mr.  Ruddock  in  Chicago.  At  a  somewhat 
later  date  the  name  of  tlie  firm  was  changed  to 
Ruddock,  Palmatier  &  Co.,  then  became  Ruddock, 
Nuttall  &  Co.,  and  finally  the  mill  became  the 
property  of  Buckley  &  Douglas  in  1887.  This  was 
one  of  the  most  extensive  and  successful  enter- 
prises of  Manistee,  tlie  business  amounting  to 
about  twenty-two  million  feet  of  lumber  per  an- 
num. 

On  severing  his  connection  with  the  mill,  Law- 
rence W.  Nuttall  removed  to  Keota,  Iowa,  m  1888, 
and  now  makes  his  home  upon  a  stock  farm  near 
that  city.  Of  his  family,  one  daughter,  Emma, 
wife  of  John  Arnold,  and  William  H.  still  reside 
in  Manistee.  The  subject  of  this  notice  came  to 
Manistee  when  a  lad  of  seven  years,  two  years  after 
his  father's  arrival  in  this  place.  Here  his  educa- 
tion was  obtained.  At  a  very  early  age,  he  gained 
a  thorough  knowledge  of  the  milling  business. 
His  familiarity  with  engineering  led  to  his  ap- 
pointment as  assistant  engineer  when  he  was  only 
fifteen  years  of  age.  Four  years  later  he  was  given 
charge  of  the  mill  of  which  he  has  since  been  en- 
gineer, having  several  assistants  under  him. 

At  the  inception  of  the  Manistee  (fe  Northeast- 
ern Railroad,  Mr.  Nuttall  was  made  Master  Me- 
chanic, and  given  full  charge  of  the  mechanical  de- 
partment. Some  years  prior  to  this  he  had  charge 
of  the  old  narrow-gauge  road  of  the  mill  com- 
pany, and  thus  gained  a  knowledge  of  locomotive 
engineering.  In  his  department  in  the  sawmill  he 
has  twelve  assistants,  and  in  the  railroad  depart- 
ment thirtj^-three  assistants,  including  eight  engi- 
neers and  eight  firemen.  The  round-house  and 
shops  are  at  Manistee,  and  there  are  eight  engines, 
as  well  as  other  needed  equipments,  making  the 
road  one  of  the  most  complete  of  the  kind  in  the 
state. 

The  political  questions  of  the  age  have  received 
from  Mr.  Nuttall  the  serious  consideration  which 
they  demand,  and  he  has  firm  convictions  upon  all 
subjects  of  general  importance.  In  political  be- 
lief he  is  an  earnest  advocate  of  Republican  prin- 


ciples, and  invariably  gives  his  support  to  the 
nominees  of  that  party.  He  gives  his  aid  to  all 
public  measures  having  for  their  object  the  pro- 
motion of  the  welfare  of  the  people,  and  may  al- 
wa3^s  be  relied  upon  to  give  his  influence  to  all 
that  is  true,  uplifting  and  beneficial. 

In  his  social  connections  Mr.  Nuttall  is  identi- 
fied with  the  Masonic  fraternity  as  a  member  of 
the  chapter,  council  and  commandery.  He  also  be- 
longs to  the  Uniformed  Rank  of  the  Knights  of 
Pythias.  In  the  Independent  Order  of  Odd  Fel- 
lows he  holds  membership,  and  is  also  connected 
with  the  Society  of  Marine  Engineers.  He  has  led 
an  upright,  honorable  life,  and  throughout  this 
section  of  the  state  is  held  in  high  regard. 


ej.  KNEELAND,  M.  D.  In  point  of  years 
of  practice.  Dr.  Kneeland  is  one  of  the  old- 
est resident  physicians  of  Traverse  City. 
He  came  to  this  place  on  the  17th  of  October,  1872, 
and  has  been  continuously  in  practice  here  since. 
He  is  a  man  whose  life  has  been  very  successful, 
but  whose  success  is  not  the  result  of  chance.  That 
he  has  gained  prominence  and  influence  is  due  to 
his  energy,  perseverance  and  force  of  will.  To  an 
unusual  extent  he  possesses  those  qualities  which 
are  so  essential  to  success  in  any  department  of 
life — industry,  common-sense  and  determination. 
In  reviewing  the  genealogical  record  of  the 
Kneeland  family,  we  find  that  the  Doctor's  grand- 
father, George  W.  Kneeland,  was  a  native  of  Jef- 
ferson County,  N.  Y.,  and  a  farmer  by  occupation. 
In  1826  he  migrated  to  Ohio  and  settled  in  Port- 
age County,  when  that  portion  of  the  slate  was 
new  and  sparsely  inhabited.  He  experienced  the 
trials  and  sacrifices  incident  to  pioneer  life,  and 
before  he  had  achieved  success,  while  yet  in  the 
prime  of  usefulness,  he  died,  in  1836,  aged  forty 
years.  The  eldest  of  his  four  children  was  Giles 
W.,  our  subject's  father,  who  was  born  in  Portage 
County,  Ohio,  and  was  a  farmer  throughout  much 
of  his  life.     At  one  time  he  owned  a   limestone 
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quarry,  and  burned  lime  extensively,  supplying  a 
large  extent  of  country.  He  died  in  September, 
1894,  when  beventy-seven  years  old. 

The  mother  of  our  subject,  known  in  maiden- 
hood as  Amy  A.  Barber,  was  a  native  of  Sheffield, 
Mass.,  and  removed  thence  to  Ohio  with  her  par- 
ents when  six  years  old.  Her  death  occurred  in 
1889,  when  she  was  seventy-four  years  of  age.  She 
was  the  mother  of  five  children,  viz.:  Sarah;  E. 
R.;  C.  J.;  Myron  A.,  who  lives  on  the  old  home- 
stead in  Ohio;  and  Elva  L.,  whose  home  is  also  in 
Ohio.  Our  subject  was  born  at  Freedom,  Portage 
County,  Ohio,  February  10,  1846,  and  spent  his 
youth  upon  a  farm,  being  trained  to  habits  of  in- 
dustry and  econom3^  The  rudiments  of  his  edu- 
cation were  gained  in  the  common  schools,  and  sub- 
sequently he  attended  Hiram  College  for  "five  win- 
ter terms,  the  intervening  summer  months  being 
devoted  to  the  teacher's  profession,  in  order  to  se- 
cure the  funds  necessary  for  prosecuting  his  studies. 

As  far  back  as  he  can  remember,  the  Doctor 
evinced  a  fondness  for  the  medical  profession.  It 
was  he  who,  in  playing  with  other  children,  always 
acted  the  part  of  the  '^Doctor,"  prescribing  for 
them  in  supposed  cases  of  sickness.  His  first  actual 
practice  was  when  a  small  child.  A  younger  brother 
had  the  toothache,  and  was  visited  by  the  "Doctor," 
who  distinguished  himself  by  actually  pulling  the 
tooth,  a  somewhat  realistic  play.  When  the  "Doc- 
tor" realized  what  he  had  done,  he  was  as  much 
frightened  as  his  brother. 

Under  Dr.  A.  J.  Squire  as  preceptor,  our  subject 
conducted  his  medical  readings  for  some  time.  He 
was  graduated  from  the  medical  department  of  the 
University  of  Philadelphia,  and  commenced  actual 
practice  at  Freedom,  Ohio,  his  old  home.  He 
started  alone  in  competition  with  sixteen  doctors, 
but  notwithstanding  that  fact  he  was  quite  success- 
ful from  the  start.  After  two  and  one-half  years 
in  that  place  he  came  to  Traverse  City,  and  formed 
a  partnership  with  Dr.  Ashton,  which  was  dissolved 
thirteen  years  later.  Since  1886  he  has  been  alone. 
By  his  marriage  to  Estella  Udall,  of  Portage 
County,  Ohio,  Dr.  Kneeland  has  one  son,  Harry, 
now  a  student  in  school.  Politically  our  subject 
is  an  enthusiastic  Republican,  and  has  taken  an 
active  part  in  local  politics.     For  many  years  he 


was  the  Chairman  of  all  important  party  conven- 
tions, and  has  wielded  a  considerable  influence  in 
its  councils.  Fraternally  he  is  a  Mason  and  also 
belongs  to  the  Independent  Order  of  Odd  Fellows, 
being  Past  Grand  of  his  lodge.  In  childhood  he 
was  reared  in  accordance  with  strict  old  Puritan 
methods,  and  often  was  accustomed  to  sit  on  the 
fence  Sunday  evenings  waiting  as  patiently  as  pos- 
sible for  the  sun  to  go  down,  that  he  might  com- 
mence to  play.  He  is  somewhat  liberal  in  his  re- 
ligious views,  inclining  toward  the  Congregational 
doctrines. 

In  educational  matters  the  Doctor  has  always 
taken  an  active  and  commendable  interest.  Real- 
izing the  value  of  a  good  education,  it  has  been 
his  desire  to  give  to  the  children  of  this  place  the 
best  advantages  possible.  He  has  been  a  member 
of  the  School  Board  continuously  since  1874,  and 
a  Director  all  of  that  time  except  three  years.  The 
schools  of  Traverse  City  are  superior  to  the  ma- 
jority, and  their  excellent  condition  is  due  largely 
to  the  efforts  of  the  Doctor.  He  takes  great  pride 
in  the  schools,  and  aids  their  progress  in  every  way 
possible.  His  wUe  is  a  lady  of  refinement  and 
culture,  and  assists  him  in  all  his  undertakings. 
Together  they  dispense  a  gracious  hospitality  to 
friend  and  stranger,  and  a  liberal  charity  to  the 
poor  and  needy. 


WILLIAM  F.  HARSHA,  a  leading  busi- 
ness man  of  Traverse  City,  is  a  dealer 
in  real  estate  and  negotiates  loans.  For 
some  time  he  conducted  an  extensive  fire-insur- 
ance business,  but  sold  out  that  branch  and  has 
since  given  his  exclusive  attention  to  his  present 
line  of  business.  Beginning  to  make  his  own  way 
in  the  world  when  only  nine  years  of  age,  he  has 
advanced  step  by  step  until  he  has  reached  his 
present  position  of  influence  and  fortune.  His 
success  is  due  entirely  to  his  own  endeavors  and 
indefatigable  energies.  During  his  residence  in 
this  locality  he  has  been  a  witness  of  many  changes, 
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and  is  thoroughly  posted  in  values  both  of  village 
and  country  lands  in  this  county.  In  manner  he 
is  always  courteous  and  accommodating,  and  readily 
wins  the  good-will  of  all  with  whom  he  comes  in 
contact,  whether  in  business  or  social  relations. 

The  father  of  our  subject,  John  Harsha,  was  a 
native  of  Washington  County,  Pa.,  and  for  a  num- 
ber of  years  was  engaged  in  merchandising  at 
West  Union,  Ohio.  He  died  while  still  in  the 
prime  of  life,  being  but  forty  years  old  at  the  time. 
His  wife,  who  before  her  marriage  was  Miss  Mary 
Fife,  IS  making  her  home  with  our  subject.  Her 
other  children  are  as  follows:  Jennie,  Mrs.  David 
McBeth,  of  Clinton,  Ind.;  John  G.  who  was  called 
to  his  final  rest  in  1880,  at  the  age  of  twenty- 
seven  years;  Horace  S.,  engaged  in  the  real-estate 
business  at  Charlevoix,  Mich.;  and  Oscar,  who 
died  in  infancy. 

Born  in  Allegheny  Count}',  Fa.,  March  11,  1848, 
W.  F.  Harsha  was  only  five  3^ears  of  age  at  the 
time  of  his  father's  death,  and  was  obliged  to 
begin  the  battle  of  life  while  still  at  a  tender  age. 
He  had  but  small  chance  for  obtaining  an  educa- 
tion, and  has  been  obliged  to  stud}^  much  privately 
in  order  to  keep  posted  on  current  events  and 
abreast  with  the  times.  He  is  a  close  observer, 
has  a  good  memory,  and  has  thus  became  well  in- 
formed. When  he  was  nine  years  old  he  entered 
a  general  store  as  a  clerk  and  continued  to  be  thus 
employed  until  he  was  fifteen  years  of  age.  At 
that  time  he  went  to  Marshall  County,  Ind.,  where 
he  worked  on  a  farm  for  one  summer,  after  which 
he  clerked  in  a  store  for  another  year  and  then  at- 
tended school  during  the  following  fall  and  winter. 

The  j^ear  1868  witnessed  the  coming  of  Mr. 
Harsha  to  this  countj^,  within  whose  limits  he  has 
since  made  his  home.  He  first  located  in  Elk  Rap- 
ids, where  he  obtained  a  position  with  the  firm  of 
Dexter  <fe  Noble,  Thrifty  and  economical  by  na- 
ture, he  saved  as  much  as  possible  from  his  salary 
and  invested  the  amount  when  a  favorable  oppor- 
tunity ofifered  in  hotel  property,  known  as  the  Bay 
View  House.  His  brother  was  also  interested  in 
this  enterprise,  and  together  they  operated  the 
hotel  until  the  fall  of  1878.  ^Y,  F.  Harsha  then 
came  to  Traverse  City  and  entered  the  employ 
of  Hannah,  Lay  &  Co.  in  their  sawmill,   where 


he  remained  until  the  spring  of  1880.  He  then 
embarked  in  his  present  business,  to  which  he 
seemed  naturally'  adapted  from  the  first. 

In  1880  Mr.  Harsha  married  Miss  Belle  Cameron, 
whose  death  occurred  three  years  later.  She  was 
born  in  1844,  and  was  a  daughter  of  Archibald  and 
Agnes  (Li die)  Cameron.  She  was  a  ladj'  of  good 
education  and  social  attainments  and  enjoyed  the 
friendship  of  all  who  knew  her. 

In  a  social  way  Mr.  Harsha  is  a  member  of  the 
Masonic  fraternity,  and  is  identified  with  the 
Knights  of  Pythias.  On  political  questions  he  is 
a  true  Republican. 


-^#i#^3te*^**^^ife^^i#l^ 


<rpr  LBERT  P.  HOUGH.  On  the  1st  of  May, 
/ — \  1893,  this  gentleman  assumed  the  manage- 
ment of  the  Traverse  City  Transcript^  of 
which  he  has  since  been  the  editor  and  sole  pro- 
prietor. It  is  a  six-column,  eight-page  paper,  pub- 
lished weekly,  and  is  a  strong  advocate  of  Repub- 
lican principles,  being  one  of  the  leading  organs 
of  that  party  in  Northern  Michigan.  Throughout 
the  county  of  Grand  Traverse  it  has  a  large  and 
growing  circulation,  and  in  many  of  the  best  homes 
of  this  locality  it  is  a  welcome  guest. 

The  genial  and  popular  editor  of  the  Transcript 
is  the  son  of  Judson  J.  and  Hattie  E.  (Robinson) 
Hough,  who  were  born  in  Buffalo,  N.  Y.  His  fa- 
ther, who  was  for  several  years  a  resident  of  De- 
catur, 111.,  acted  in  the  capacity  of  adjuster  for  the 
Northwestern  National  Fire  Insurance  Company, 
and  was  very  prominent  in  insurance  circled.  He 
was  killed  at  the  great  fire  in  Milwaukee,  when  the 
Newhall  Hotel  was  burned  to  the  ground.  He  left, 
besides  his  wife,  four  children,  Albert  P.,  Judson 
J.,  Hattie  and  Alletta,  of  Jackson,  Mich. 

The  subject  of  this  sketch  is  a  native  of  Michi- 
gan, and  was  born  in  Saginaw.  After  completing 
the  studies  of  the  common  and  high  schools  at 
Jackson,  he  entered  the  University  of  Michigan, 
and  continued  in  the  chemical  department  of  that 
institution  from  1886  until  1888.     In  1889  he  en- 
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tered  the  emplo}^  of  Foot  &  Jenks,  who  were  en- 
gaged in  the  perfumery  business,  and  under  whom 
he  gained  a  thorough  knowledge  of  the  trade. 
His  mother  having  some  investments  in  this  part 
of  the  state,  he  came  out  to  look  after  her  interests. 
Although  he  entered  upon  his  present  business  not 
altogether  as  a  matter  of  choice,  he  has  proved  to 
be  the  right  man  in  the  right  place,  and  has  built 
up  an  excellent  paper.  He  is  well  adapted  for  the 
newspaper  business,  being  genial  and  cordial,  as 
well  as  well  informed  and  progressive. 

The  marriage  of  Mr.  Hough,  which  occurred  in 
February,  1891,  united  him  with  MissEulaliallass- 
lett,  a  resident  of  Charlotte,  Mich.  To  those  who 
are  regular  readers  of  his  paper,  it  will  be  unneces- 
sary to  state  that  he  is  a  firm  Republican,  devoted 
to  his  party,  faithful  to  its  interests,  and  ever  to 
be  relied  upon  to  give  his  vote  and  influence  to 
its  men  and  measures.  Fraternally  he  affiliates 
With  the  Knights  of  Pythias. 


m^ 


.^^i4. ^(s)j 
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JAMES  GARLAND.  Not  without  justice  Mr. 
Garland  is  conceded  to  hold  an  enviable  po- 
sition among  the  prominent  self-made  men 
of  Grand  Traverse  County.  With  but  lim- 
ited means  when  a  young  man,  and  with  no  in- 
fluence to  help  him  along  except  his  own  good 
name  and  upright  conduct,  with  these  and  by  un- 
tiring industry  and  intelligent  management,  he 
has  steadily  risen  until  he  now  occupies  a  place  of 
marked  consideration  as  a  citizen,  as  a  farmer  and 
as  a  lumberman.  After  some  years  spent  upon  the 
old  home  place,  he  came  to  Traverse  City  in  1880, 
for  the  purpose  of  giving  his  children  good  edu- 
cational advantages,  and  here  he  has  since  resided. 
During  the  pioneer  days  of  the  lumber  industry, 


there  came  to  Manistee  County,  in  1850,  John  Gar- 
land, our  subject's  father,  who  was  a  native  of 
Canada,  and  removed  from  there  to  Michigan. 
He  devoted  his  attention  to  the  development  of 
the  lumbering  interests  of  tliijs  section,  and  doubt- 
less, had  his  life  been  spared  longer,  he  would  have 
gained  conspicuous  success  in  his  chosen  occupa- 
tion. However,  when  in  the  prime  of  his  useful- 
ness, at  the  age  of  forty-three  years,  he  was  called 
from  earth.  His  wife,  whose  maiden  name  was 
Mary  Kelley,  died  at  the  age  of  sixty-five   years. 

In  the  parental  family  there  were  nine  children, 
namel^^:  James,  of  this  sketch;  William  John,  whose 
home  is  in  Wisconsin;  Richard,  a  resident  of  the 
state  of  Washington;  Charles,  a  farmer  of  Grand 
Traverse  County;  George,  living  in  the  Upper 
Peninsula;  Samuel,  assistant  cashier  in  the  bank  of 
Hannah,  Lay  &  Co.;  Thomas,  deceased;  Robert,  a 
farmer  by  occupation;  and  Frank,  deceased.  The 
subject  of  this  sketch  was  born  May  20,  1841,  at 
his  father's  home  on  the  St.  Lawrence  River,  in 
Canada.  He  was  twelve  years  old  at  the  time  of 
coming  to  Michigan,  and  here  he  has  since  resided. 
His  opportunities  in  boyhood  were  limited,  but  he 
contrived  to  secure  an  excellent  knowledge  of 
English  literature  and  language,  as  well  as  broad 
information  regarding  events  of  current  impor- 
tance. Upon  selecting  an  occupation  for  life,  he 
chose  that  of  lumbering,  and  this  he  has  since 
followed,  together  with  that  of  farming.  At  the 
age  of  twenty-three  years  he  settled  upon  a  part 
of  the  old  home  place,  and  there  he  continued  to 
reside  until  fourteen  years  ago,  when  he  exchanged 
the  farm  for  a  residence  in  Traverse  City  and  forty 
acres  adjoining  the  town.  The  latter  property  he 
is  now  planting  in  fruit  trees,  which,  when  in 
bearing  condition,  will  greatly  enhance  the  value 
of  the  place. 

In  addition  to  lumbering  extensively  in  this 
immediate  vicinity,  Mr.  Garland  has  been  simil- 
arly engaged  in  other  places,  spending  some  five 
years  in  Ontario.  He  has  disposed  of  immense 
amounts  of  timber  in  the  Detroit  markets,  and  has 
been  as  closely  connected  with  the  development 
of  this  important  industry  as  any  other  citizen  of 
the  county.  He  has  witnessed  the  development 
of  this  locality  from  a  region  of  pine  forests  to  its 
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present  condition,  and  has  himself  been  no  unim- 
portant factor  in  securing  this  change. 

The  lady  who  in  1864  became  the  wife  of  Mr. 
Garland  was  Miss  Marj'  E.  McClusky,  who  was 
born  in  Canada,  but  accompanied  her  father  to 
Michigan, settling  in  Grand  Traverse  County  many 
years  ago.  She  received  a  good  education,  and 
for  two  3^ears  taught  school  in  Peninsula  Town- 
ship. Six  children  have  been  born  of  the  union, 
namely:  William  John,  wiio  is  employed  in  North- 
am 's  hardware  store;  Nettie,  an  intelligent  and 
accomplished  young  lady,  who  is  the  wife  of  A.  H. 
Nichols,  a  business  man  of  Grand  Rapids;  Lillian, 
a  well  educated  young  lady,  who  is  with  her  par- 
ents; Thomas,  deceased;  James  Arthur;  and  Mary, 
the  youngest  of  the  family,  and  at  present  with 
her  parents.  The  children  were  the  recipients  of 
the  best  educational  advantages  that  the  schools  of 
Traverse  City  afforded,  and  under  the  wise  guid- 
ance of  their  parents  were  fitted  to  occupj^  stations 
of  usefulness  and  lionor  in  the  world.  They  are 
an  honor  to  their  parents,  who  are  justly  proud  of 
their  popularity  and  success. 

A  liberal  and  public-spirited  citizen,  Mr.  Garland 
is  always  ready  to  contribute  of  his  time  and  means 
for  the  advancement  of  those  enterpiises  calculated 
to  promote  the  general  welfare.  As  a  business 
man  he  has  been  very  successful,  and  his  prosper- 
ity has  been  attained  solely  through  his  own  exer- 
tions. Among  his  fellow-citizens  he  is  highly  re- 
spected, as  he  possesses  that  integrity  of  character 
which  has  enabled  him  to  live  uprightly  and  peace- 
ably with  the  world.  Though  not  a  member  of 
any  denomination,  he  contributes  to  the  support  of 
the  Congregational  Church,  with  which  his  wife  is 
actively  connected.  Fraternally  he  is  a  member 
of  the  Masonic  order.  In  politics  he  has  stead- 
fastly refused  to  bind  himself  to  any  political  or- 
ganization, but  maintains  that  independence  of 
thought  which  is  the  birthright  of  every  American 
citizen.  In  local  elections  he  gives  his  support  to 
the  man  whom  he  considers  best  qualified  for  the 
office  in  question,  irrespective  of  political  ties. 
He  is  a  man  who  has  been  familiar  with  the  hard' 
sliips  of  pioneer  days,  and  his  early  years  were 
filled  with  privations,  toil  and  unceasing  labor. 
Now,  having  accumulated  a  competence,  he  has  re- 


tired to  some  extent  from  active  business  cares, 
and  hopes  to  spend  his  declining  3^ears comfortably 
and  happilj^  in  his  pleasant  home  at  Traverse  City. 


r^  FREMONT  KNOWLES,M.D.  The  noble 
Lt[  profession  of  medicine  affords  to  the  stu- 
dent a  never-ending  source  of  investiga- 
tion and  experiment.  New  remedies  are  constantly 
being  discovered,  steady  progress  is  being  made  in 
surgery,  and  new  diseases  are  presenting  themselves 
under  varying  forms  of  civilization.  Whatever 
may  be  said  of  discoveries  in  other  fields  of  knowl- 
edge, and  certainly  they  are  astonishing,  it  can  be 
truthfully  said  of  this  science,  that  not  one  can 
equal  it  in  the  great  strides  it  is  making  toward  a 
comprehensive  grasp  of  the  whole  subject  of  man, 
in  relation  to  health  and  disease,  and  the  preven- 
tion and  cure  of  ills  to  which  flesh  is  heir. 

In  the  noble  army  of  workers  in  this  profession 
stands  the  name  of  Dr.  Knowles,oneof  the  success- 
ful physicians  of  Manistee.  He  has  a  well  equipped 
office  and  the  appliances  necessary  to  the  success- 
ful and  scientific  administration  of  the  duties  per- 
taining to  his  profession.  In  the  selection  of  the 
latter,  he  adheres  to  the  principle  that  *'the  best  is 
the  cheapest.''  He  owns  a  fine  microscope,  which 
the  modern  science  of  medicine  has  demonstrated 
to  be  a  necessity.  A  valuable  electric  appliance, 
capable  of  adjustment  to  the  many  needs  of  the 
profession  in  this  growing  science,  is  also  at  hand, 
while  a  well  filled  case  of  instruments,  together 
with  an  extensive  professional  library,  coupled 
with  a  disposition  to  use  it,  and  a  retentive  mem- 
ory, enable  the  Doctor  to  handle  complicated  and 
chronic  cases  intelligently  and  successfully. 

Referring  to  the  personal  history  of  our  subject, 
we  note  the  following:  He  was  born  on  a  farm  in 
Sheboygan  Count}^,  Wis.,  August  13,  1857.  His 
boyhood  years  were  passed  uneventfully,  his  time 
being  devoted  diligently  to  his  studies.  He  com- 
pleted the  prescribed  course  in  the  high  scbool  at 
Sheboygan  Falls^  and  was  graduated  therefrom  in 
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1877.  E'ollowing  this  he  engaged  in  teaching  for 
a  year  in  Iowa,  during  which  time  he  also  traveled 
quite  extensively. 

Returning  to  his  native  city  after  a  year's  ab- 
sence, our  subject  began  the  study  of  medicine  and 
dentihtry,  which  he  pursued  assiduously  for  two 
years.  He  tlien  engaged  in  the  practice  of  dentis- 
try at  Mondovi,  Wis.,  but  while  thus  engaged  did 
not  neglect  the  medical  profession.  He  continued 
his  studies,  and  took  his  first  course  of  lectures  in 
the  Hahnemann  Medical  College  of  Chicago.  In 
1882  he  was  graduated  from  that  institution,  re- 
ceiving his  degree  as  Doctor  of  Medicine. 

As  is  usually  the  case  with  young  physicians^ 
Dr.  Know^les  spent  some  time  in  selecting  a  loca- 
tion which  suited  his  fancy.  It  was  not  until  1886 
that  we  find  him  permanently  located  in  Manistee. 
His  previous  experience  in  the  practice  of  his 
chosen  profession  tended  to  perfect  the  knowledge 
acquired  in  college.  The  system  of  medicine 
which  he  practices  is  one  which  is  growing  in 
favor  as  the  people  become  more  familiar  with  it. 
This  fact  is  fully  exemplified  in  his  large  and  in- 
creasing practice  in  Manistee.  Though  there  are 
three  homeopathic  physicians  here,  yet  he  has  his 
full  share  of  the  patronage. 

A  sketch  of  this  character  would  be  incomplete 
were  no  mention  made  of  the  ancestral  history  of 
our  subject.  His  father,  David  Knowles,  was  born 
in  Vermont  in  1825,  and  was  the  son  of  Elisha 
Knowles,  a  surgeon  in  the  AVar  of  1812,  who  died 
from  the  effects  of  exposure  and  wounds  received 
in  that  struggle.  David  was  one  of  the  early  pio- 
neers of  Sheboygan  County,  Wis.,  where  he  owned 
a  fine  farm,  holding  the  patent  direct  from  the 
Government.  He  married  Miss  Hannah  Jane  True, 
a  native  of  New  Hampshire,  and  they  have  had  a 
family  of  three  sons  and  two  daughters.  Only 
two  are  now  living,  our  subject  and  Charles  H., 
the  latter  a  farmer  of  Buffalo  County,  Wis. 

In  November,  1883,  Dr.  Knowles  was  united  in 
mavriage,  at  Onekama,  Mich.,  with  Miss  Jennie  J. 
Chamberlain,  a  native  of  Cascade,  Sheboygan  Coun- 
ty, Wis.,  who  has  spent  almost  her  entire  life  in 
this  state,  whither  she  came  in  childhood.  She  is 
the  daughter  of  Alfred  and  Libbie  (Knowles) 
Chamberlain,  natives  of  New  York,  and  is  one  of 


their  family  of  four  daughters  and  two  sons  living, 
viz.:  Jennie  J.;  Clara  and  Mary,  who  are  married, 
and  live  in  Onekama,  Mich.;  Alice,  who  is  married 
and  makes  her  home  in  Buffalo  County,  Wis.;  Fred, 
a  farmer,  also  of  Buffalo  County;  and  Frank  E.,  an 
attorney  in  Manistee.  Dr.  and  Mrs.  Knowles  have 
two  sons,  Sheldon  and  Kenneth. 

For  one  year  Dr.  Knowles  practiced  in  Indiana 
in  company  with  Dr.  Barbour,  of  Bristol.  The 
next  year  he  was  at  Mondovi,  Wis.  In  1883  he 
engaged  in  practice  in  Onekama,  Mich.,  and  there 
remained  until  1886,  when  he  came  to  Manistee. 
Here  he  is  prominently  identified  with  a  number 
of  the  social  orders,  being  a  member  of  the  Inde- 
pendent Order  of  Odd  Fellows,  the  Knights  of 
Pythias,  the  Order  of  Maccabees,  and  the  Modern 
Woodmen  of  America,  At  present  he  is  examin- 
ing physician  for  the  Tents  of  the  Maccabees,  also 
Past  Chancellor  of  the  Knights  of  Pythias,  and 
their  representative  to  the  Grand  Lodge.  Through 
his  membership  in  the  Hahnemann  Medical  Society, 
as  well  as  in  other  waj^s,  he  keeps  abreast  with  all 
the  advances  made  in  the  profession,  and  is  an  in- 
terested witness  of  every  development  made  in  the 
science.  In  politics  he  is  identified  with  the  Re- 
publican party. 


^^L^ ^1)4  ^(^j 
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WILLIAM  J.  KENT,  of  Traverse  City,  is 
a  contractor  and  builder,  and  in  addi- 
tion to  running  his  own  separate  busi- 
ness is  interested  in  the  A.  W.  Wait  Manufacturing 
Company,  a  large  concern.  He  is  a  man  who 
thoroughly  understands  his  business,  and  who  takes 
great  pains  in  carrying  out  to  the  utmost  each 
portion  of  his  specified  contracts.  He  has  thus 
won  the  confidence  and  esteem  of  all  with  whom 
he  has  had  business  dealings.  In  his  estimates  as 
to  cost  he  is  a  very  close  and  accurate  man,  and 
thus  his  custouiers  are  not  h^ld  liable  for  excess  in 
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charges,  and  know  exactly  beforehand  what  they 
can  depend  upon. 

The  father  of  William  J.  Kent  was  born  in  Eng- 
land, and  came  to  the  United  States  when  eighteen 
years  of  age.  He  bears  the  Cliristian  name  of  Al- 
bert, and  was  born  in  the  year  1830.  Until  1864 
he  resided  in  Ann  Arbor,  Washtenaw  County, 
Mich.,  after  which  he  bpent  two  years  in  Iowa. 
He  then  returned  to  the  soutliern  part  of  Michigan, 
and  finally  located  in  Benzie  County.  He  is  an 
expert  accountant  and  bookkeeper,  and  a  man  of 
good  financial  ability.  At  the  present  time  he  is 
occupied  in  operating  a  farm  and  in  merchandising 
at  Bendon,  Benzie  County.  His  wife  was  formerly 
Miss  Anna  Low,  and  she  also  was  a  native  of  Eng- 
land. 

William  J.  Kent  is  an  only  child,  and  was  born 
in  Ann  Arbor,  September  10,  1855.  When  ten 
years  of  age  he  removed  with  his  parents  to  Iowa, 
but  at  the  end  of  two  years  returned  to  his  native 
state,  where  he  has  ever  since  resided.  His  oppor- 
tunities for  obtaining  an  education  were  not  of  the 
best,  and  the  practical  knowledge  which  is  now  his 
was  obtained  maiuh^  through  observation  and  ex- 
perience in  the  world.  He  was  reared  on  a  farm 
and  learned  habits  of  industry  and  thrift  which 
prove  of  great  value  to  any  young  man.  He  was 
alwa3'S  very  handy  with  tools  and  a  natural  me- 
chanic, and  so  it  would  be  hard  to  say  just  when  he 
learned  his  trade,  for  he  gradually  drifted  into  the 
business  working  about  the  farm.  At  the  age  of 
twenty-three  years  he  started  out  to  paddle  his 
own  canoe,  and  undertook  the  management  of  a 
farm  in  Benzie  County,  which  he  operated  for 
eleven  years.  In  1888  he  went  to  North  Frank- 
fort, where  he  obtained  employment  as  a  carpenter 
for  the  two  seasons  following.  At  the  end  of  that 
time  he  came  to  Traverse  City  and  worked  for  a 
year  w^ith  A.  W.  Wait,  with  whom  he  is  now  iden- 
tified as  a  partner.  They  give  special  attention  to 
large  contracts, and  carrj^  a  full  line  of  mouldings, 
doors  and  windows  and  staple  articles  of  cabinet 
work,  such  as  cupboards,  wardrobes,  milk  safes,  etc. 

In  October,  1877,  Mr.  Kent  married  Ida  M. 
Brown,  of  this  county.  They  have  two  children: 
Harry  Albert  and  Earl  William.  Mrs.  Kent  was 
born  in  March,  1857,  and  is  a  daughter  of  Henry 


and  Jane  (Partlow)  Brown.  She  is  a  lady  of  good 
education  and  refined  tastes,  and  is  a  prominent 
member  of  the  Methodist  Episcopal  Church.  So- 
cially Mr.  Kent  is  a  member  of  the  Knights  of  the 
Maccabees. 


/^  APT.  JOHN  SMITH  from  his  boyhood  has 
^  y  sailed  the  Great  Lakes  and  been  interested 
in  shipping  affairs.  At  various  times  he 
has  been  owner,  or  part  owner,  of  lake  vessels,  and 
still  has  large  sums  of  monej'  thus  invested.  He 
is  half-owner  of  the  steamer  "  Mark  B.  Co  veil," 
used  in  carrying  passengers,  freight  and  lumber 
from  Manistee  to  Milwaukee  and  making  tri-weekly 
trips  in  season.  He  also  owns  the  "Annie  L.  Smith," 
the  "Fannie  Parnell"  and  the  "Ruby,"  three  val- 
uable vessels,  the  last  of  which  he  built  himself. 

A  native  of  Newark,  N.  J.,  Captain  Smith  was 
born  September  10,  1850.  His  parents  were  Pat- 
rick and  Bridget  (Brain)  Smith,  natives  of  Ire- 
land, whose  marriage  was  celebrated  in  New  Jersey. 
The  father  was  a  contractor  on  railroads,  and  also 
kept  a  livery  stable  in  Newark.  He  removed  to 
Chicago  about  1856,  and  soon  afterward  was  killed 
by  a  runaway  team.  His  youngest  son,  Michael,  is  a 
resident  of  Manistee  and  captain  of  a  tug  boat. 
The  daughter,  Ellen,  is  the  wife  of  Tony  LeDuc,  a 
mechanic  of  this  city.  After  the  death  of  her  first 
husband  the  mother  became  the  wife  of  J.  E.  Rum- 
bell,  and  died  in  Manistee  March  24,  1894. 

The  father  of  Captain  Smith  died  when  he  was 
only  six  years  of  age,  and  eight  years  later  the  boy 
was  engaged  to  work  on  steamers  plying  the  Great 
Lakes.  For  several  years  he  was  employed  in  vari- 
ous capacities,  from  that  of  cabin-boy  upward,  and 
managed  to  lay  aside  a  large  share  of  his  earnings. 
In  company  with  his  step-father,  he  built  a  steam 
ferry-boat  about  1872,  and  two  years  later  built  a 
new  one,  which  was  christened  the  "  John  Smith." 
This  ferry  he  operated  for  several  years,  finally 
selling  the  boat  and  buying  the  "  Dick  Davis," 
which  he  employed  in  towing  sawlogs  for  two  sea- 
sons.    Later  he  disposed  of  the  vessel,  but  again  re- 
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purchased  it,  under  the  name  of  the  "  Rumbell.'' 
About  18B0  he  owned  a  vessel  called  the  '^  Tiger/' 
employed  in  ferrying  on  Manistee  Lake  and  River. 
Two  3^ears  later  he  bought  the  "  Annie  L.  Smith/' 
which  he  still  owns,  and  which  is  used  in  towing 
logs,  boats,  etc.,  in  this  vicinity.  He  became  owner 
of  the"  Fannie  Parnell  "about  1884,  and  two  years 
later,  selling  the  "  Rumbell,  "  built  the  "  Ruby  "  in 
its  stead.  For  the  past  six  years  our  subject  has 
been  employed  on  the  shore,  superintending  work 
connected  with  his  business.  His  principal  source 
of  revenue  from  his  tugs  is  in  towing  logs  and 
schooners,  their  services  being  constantly  in  de- 
mand except  for  a  short  time  during  severe  winter 
weather. 

Christmas  Da}^,  1876,  Captain  Smith  married,  in 
Leland,  Mich.,  Miss  Libbie  Hawkins,  a  native  of 
Canada,  who  came  to  this  state  with  her  parents 
when  a  child.  The  Captain  and  his  wife  began 
housekeeping  in  this  city  and  have  always  had  their 
home  here.  Four  children  have  been  born  of  their 
union:  George  A.,  Reuben,  William  and  Lynn. 
The  eldest  is  now  bookkeeper  in  his  father's  office, 
and  during  the  sessions  of  the  business  college  at 
Big  Rapids  has  been  a  student  for  a  year,  and  ex- 
pects to  complete  the  course  m  1895.  The  younger 
boys  are  attending  the  local  schools. 

On  questions  of  politics,  Captain  Smith  is  inde- 
pendent. Socially  he  is  a  member  of  the  Ancient 
Order  of  United  Workmen  and  the  Knights  of  the 
Maccabees.  His  family  are  members  of  the  Guard' 
ian  Angels'  Catholic  Church  of  this  city. 


--^^=m>-^^<m 


PIERRE  DE  EVERETT  WITHERSPOON, 
M.  D.,  who  located  in  Clare  in  the  spring 
of  1895,  was  for  some  years  the  leading 
physician  and  druggist  of  Harrison,  where  he 
made  settlement  March  5,  1881.  More  surgical 
cases  have  fallen  to  his  share  than  to  any  other 
practitioner  in  this  section.  Many  persons  are  in- 
jured in  the  mills,  and  very  few  young  physicians 
have  had  as  much  emergency  surgery  practice  as 
17 


I   he.     He  has  a  fine  library  and  a  full  and  complete 
line  of  surgical  instruments.     In  order  to  perfect 
himself  more  thoroughly  in  his  profession,  he  took 
a  special  course  in  operative  surgery  at  the  New 
York  Polyclinic  in   1892,  and  also  attended   the 
Chicago  Polyclinic  at  another  time.     He  belongs 
to  the  Michigan  State  Pharmaceutical  Association, 
and  has  conducted  his  drug  business  for  nine  years. 
The  paternal  grandfather  of  the  Doctor  was  a 
native  of  eastern  Pennsylvania  and  a  descendant 
of  one  of  two  brothers  who  settled  in  the  United 
States  in  very  early  times.     One  of  the  family  had 
the  honor  of  being  President  of  Princeton  College. 
The  Doctor's  parents,  James  W.  and  Nancy  (Edg- 
ington)    Witherspoon,   were  natives  of  Pennsyl- 
vania  and    Ohio,  respectively.     The    former  was 
born   in  Beaver   County,  and   removed   to   Stark 
County,  Ohio,  where  he  met  his  future  helpmate 
in  life.     In  1854  he  went  to  Fulton  County,  Ind., 
and  settled  on  a  tract  of  unimproved  land,  which 
he  cleared  and  made  fit  for  use.     The  Indians  had 
not  departed  for  the  western  reservations,  and  the 
countiy  was  very  wild.     In  October,   1862,  Mrs. 
Witherspoon    departed   this   life,  an  infant  child 
dying  at  the  same  time.     After  selling  his  Fulton 
County  farm,  the  father  purchased  a  tract  of  tim- 
ber, which  he  gave  to  his  only  son,  our  subject. 
He  then  returned  to  Pennsylvania,  and  after  mar- 
rying  a   second    time  settled  in   Alliance,   Ohio, 
where  he  became  an  employe  of  the  Pittsburg,  Ft. 
Wayne  &    Chicago    Railroad.     He  w^as  killed  by 
a  train  February  7,  1864. 

Dr.  Witherspoon  was  born  in  Fulton  County, 
Ind.,  April  3,  1857,  and  after  his  father's  death 
he  went  to  live  with  his  grandparents,  William 
and  Susannah  Witherspoon,  near  Darlington,  Pa. 
He  worked  on  their  farm  and  attended  the  district 
schools  until  1872.  He  then  hired  out  as  a  farm 
hand  for  some  three  years,  attending  school  during 
the  winter.  Returning  to  the  county  of  his  birth, 
he  was  employed  by  an  uncle  at  farm  labor,  and 
in  the  mean  time  attended  school,  after  which  he 
taught  for  two  terras.  He  next  was  offered  a 
position  as  section-man  on  a  railroad  in  Wabash 
County,  and  held  the  place  for  one  winter.  The 
following  summer  he  worked  at  farming  in  Fulton 
County,  but  was  taken  sick  and  went  to  PennsyU 
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vania.  For  a  time  after  his  recovery  lie  worked 
on  the  farm  of  a  Presbyterian  minister.  Step  by 
step  the  boy  had  worked  his  way  until  he  was  now 
approaching  manhood.  Being  ambitious,  he  de- 
sired to  enter  a  profession  and  read  medicine  with 
Dr.  W.  A.  Sawyer,  of  Darlington,  Pa.  In  the  fall 
of  1878  he  entered  the  medical  department  of  the 
jSIichigan  State  University,  and  was  graduated  July 
1,  1880.  In  partnership  with  Dr.  U.  S.  Strauss, 
he  opened  an  office  at  Ohioville,  Pa.,  but  at  the 
end  of  a  few  months  located  in  Newgarden,  Ohio. 

In  February,  1881,  the  Doctor  married  Emma  J. 
Prye,  who' was  born  in  Lawrence  County,  Pa.,  and 
was  orphaned  at  an  early  age.  The  young  couple 
began  housekeeping  in  Harrison,  but  hardly'  a 
year  had  elapsed  when  the  wife  returned  to  Penn- 
S3'l vania  on  a  visit  and  was  stricken  with  pneu- 
monia, which  caused  her  death.  She  left  a  son, 
Urban  Y.  In  1883  our  subject  married  Lydia  J. 
Hosier,  by  whom  he  has  a  daughter,  Grace  P. 

A  leading  man  in  the  ranks  of  the  Republican 
party,  Dr.  Witherspoon  was  President  of  the  Vil- 
lage Board  of  Harri^^on,  a  member  of  the  Council, 
and  City  Health  Officer.  For  six  years  he  served 
as  Commissioner  of  the  Poor,  and  was  also  at  one 
time  Coroner  of  Clare  County.  He  is  a  member 
of  both  the  subordinate  lodge  and  encampment 
of  the  Odd  Fellows'  societ3\  is  a  member  of  the 
Uniformed  Rank  of  the  Knights  of  Pythias,  being 
Chancellor  of  Harrison  Lodge  No.  96,  and  is  also 
a  Knight  of  the  Maccabees.  For  a  time  he  owned 
a  half-interest  in  the  abstracts  of  titles  of  this 
count\\ 


REV.  OLE  II.  STP:ySON,  pastor  of  the  Nor- 
wegian Lutheran  Church  of  Manistee,  is  a 
native  of  Norway,  and  was  born  near 
Bergen,  Se])tember  3,  1854.  He  was  the  first  rep- 
lesentative  of  the  famil}^  to  establish  the  name  in 
the  United  States.  His  father  still  resides  in  the 
mother  country,  and  there  his  mother  died  in 
1886.  Two  of  his  brothers  are  in  America,  one  of 
whom,  Henry,  was  at  one  time  Sheriff,  and  is  now 
Deputy  Sheriff,  of  Kandiyohi  County,  IVJlnn.;  the 


other,  James,  is  a  farmer  at  Devil's  Lake,  N.  Dak. 
Two  sisters  and  one  brother  remain  in  Norway. 

In  the  land  of  his  birth  the  subject  of  this  sketch 
passed  the  years  of  his  boyhood  and  youth.  Upon 
attaining  man's  estate,  he  resolved  to  seek  a  home 
in  America,  believing  that  this  more  favored  coun- 
try offered  advantages  that  his  native  land  could 
not  give.  Accordinglj',  in  1874,  he  crossed  the 
Atlantic,  and  after  landing  proceeded  to  Minne- 
sota, where  he  engaged  in  farm  labor  near  Will- 
mar,  Kandiyohi  County,  and  also  for  two  years 
engaged  in  teaching  in  a  Norwegian  school. 

Desirous  of  gaining  a  more  complete  knowledge 
of  the  English  language,  as  well  as  fitting  himself 
for  the  work  of  the  ministry,  our  subject  entered, 
in  1876,  Augsbury  Seminary  in  Minneapolis,  a 
school  of  high  order,  under  the  jurisdiction  of  the 
Lutheran  Church.  Here  he  completed  the  collegi- 
ate course,  and  also  the  studies  of  the  theological 
department.  He  was  ordained  to  the  ministry  of 
the  Lutheran  Church  in  Minneapolis,  September 
11,  1884,  and  immediately  entered  upon  his  chosen 
work,  settling  at  La  Crosse,  Wis.,  where  he  re- 
mained two  years  and  served  four  congregations 
in  the  adjacent  countiy.  From  that  place  he  re- 
moved to  Blair,  where  he  resided  two  years,  hav- 
ing charge  of  the  same  congregations  over  which 
he  presided  while  in  La  Crosse. 

The  connection  of  Mr.  Stenson  with  the  church 
at  Manistee  dates  from  the  year  1888,  when  he  re- 
moved from  Blair  to  this  city.  Here  he  has  a 
congregation  of  his  own  nationality,  comprising 
about  seventy-five  families.  He  also  preaches  for 
three  other  congregations,  one  of  fifty  families  at 
Browntown,  another  of  twenty  families  at  North- 
port,  and  the  third  of  twelve  families  at  Sutton's 
Bay,  making  a  total  of  more  than  one  hundred 
and  fifty  families  under  his  charge.  The  congre- 
gation at  Sutton's  Bay  was  organized  through  his 
efforts.  He  maintains  an  abiding  interest  in  the 
welfare  of  his  people,  who  are  bound  to  him  by 
the  ties  of  regard  and  esteem.  Among  the  Nor- 
wegians of  this  section  he  is  well  and  favorably 
known,  and  through  his  known  integrity  of  char- 
acter and  wise  judgment  he  has  gained  their  con- 
fidence. 

The  mp-rriage  of  Mr.  Stenson  took  place  in  Man^ 
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istee  on  the  23d  of  July,  1890,  at  which  time  he 
was  united  with  Miss  Carrie  Ostby,  a  native  of  this 
city,  born  in  1870.  While  the  duties  of  his  pas- 
torate consume  the  principal  portion  of  his  time, 
he  also  devotes  considerable  of  his  attention  to 
matters  pertaining  to  the  progress  of  the  material 
and  moral  interests  of  the  people,  and  it  is  safe  to 
say  that  none  of  the  native-born  citizens  of  Amer- 
ica are  more  devoted  to  its  welfare  than  is  he. 


^^i(S)@ 
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REUEL  H.  COOPER.  It  cannot  be  expected 
in  a  work  of  this  kind,  where  but  brief 
biographical  sketches  of  prominent  citi- 
zens of  Northern  Michigan  are  given,  that  we  can 
do  justice  to  this  well  known  resident  of  West 
Branch;  and  yet,  he  has  been  identified  with  the 
history  of  this  part  of  the  state  so  closely  and  his 
name  is  so  familiar  to  all,  that  it  is  only  just  to 
dwell  upon  his  career,  not  as  empty  words  of  praise, 
but  as  the  plain  statement  of  facts. 

In  the  spring  of  1887  Mr.  Cooper  came  to  West 
Branch,  and  at  once  embarked  in  the  grocery  busi- 
ness, continuing  alone  until  December,  1893.  Since 
that  time  he  has  been  associated  with  Charles  D. 
Wilson  as  partner,  tlie  firm  name  being  Cooper  & 
Wilson.  In  their  establishment  may  be  found  a 
full  assortment  of  staple  and  fancy  groceries,  as 
well  as  a  complete  line  of  lumbermen's  supplies. 
Aside  from  his  duties  as  a  grocer,  Mr.  Cooper  is 
filling  the  position  of  Postmaster,  the  office  being 
in  his  store. 

The  parents  of  our  subject.  Hill  and  Mary  (Bird) 
Cooper,  were  born  in  New  Jersey,  and  spent  their 
entire  lives  upon  a  farm.  The  mother  died  in 
Michigan  in  September,  1862.  The  father  passed 
from  earth  in  August,  1892,  at  the  age  of  sev- 
enty-nine years,  having  been  born  in  1813.  His 
family  consisted  of  three  children,  the  eldest  of 
whom,  John,  is  now  a  farmer  of  Oakland  County, 
Mich.  Reuel  H.  is  the  second  in  order  of  birth; 
the  only  daughter,  Elizabeth,  married  Rufu3  Hib- 


ler,  and  died  in  Oakland  County.  John  was  a 
soldier  in  the  Union  army  during  the  late  war,  be- 
ing a  member  of  the  Twenty-second  Michigan  In- 
fantry. The  parents  were  believers  in  the  Chris- 
tian religion, and  attended  the  Methodist  Episcopal 
Church. 

Born  in  New  Jersey  April  1,  1847,  the  subject 
of  this  notice  was  reared  to  manhood  upon  his  fa- 
ther's farm.  When  he  was  one  year  old  his  par- 
ents came  to  Michigan,  and  settled  on  a  farm  in 
Oakland  County  about  1848.  Here  the  years  of 
his  boyhood  and  youth  were  passed,  his  education 
being  obtained  in  the  district  and  village  schools. 
Upon  starting  out  for  himself  in  1870,  he  secured 
employment  in  a  grist-mill,  and  was  thus  engaged 
for  six  years,  after  which  he  commenced  to  deal 
in  live  stock.  In  1880  he  went  to  Montana,  where 
for  four  years  he  owned  and  managed  a  sheep  and 
cattle  ranch.  Not  caring  to  make  his  permanent 
home  in  the  far  West,  he  returned  to  Michigan, 
and  in  1887  settled  in  West  Branch,  where  he  has 
since  been  engaged  in  the  grocery  business. 

The  first  marriage  of  Mr.  Cooper  occurred  in 
1872,  when  he  was  united  with  Miss  Rosetta  Bird, 
an  estimable  lady,  who  died  in  Oakland  County. 
In  1880  Mr.  Cooper  was  united  in  marriage  with 
Florence  Gannong,  a  native  of  Oakland  County, 
and  the  mother  of  a  son,  Eugene.  A  man  of  abil- 
ity, our  subject  recognizes  the  issues  of  the  day 
with  a  clearness  gained  by  extensive  reading  and 
close  investigation.  He  is  in  line  with  the  perse- 
vering, energetic  citizens  who  are  striving  to  pro- 
mote the  welfare  of  West  Branch  and  enhance  the 
prosperity  of  the  people.  In  various  laudable  en- 
terprises he  has  taken  a  leading  part,  being  always 
ready  to  do  his  duty  in  securing  the  good  of  the 
community.  His  popularity  extends  beyond  the 
limits  of  West  Branch,  and  his  genial  manners  have 
gained  for  him  the  friendship  of  all  with  whom  he 
is  associated,  either  in  a  business  or  social  way. 

In  politics  Mr.  Cooper  is  a  Democrat,  and  is 
numbered  among  the  local  leaders  of  his  party. 
He  has  held  the  offices  of  Supervisor  and  member 
of  the  Council,  and  served  as  Chairman  of  the 
County  Central  Committee,  Sociallj'^  he  is  identi- 
fied with  the  Knights  of  Pythias,  the  order  of  the 
Maccabees  apfl  the  Masonic  fraternity.    In  every 
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respect  he  is  one  of  the  enterprising  and  pushing 
citizens  of  his  locality,  and  has  done  much  to  make 
West  Branch  the  thriving  business  center  that  it 
now  is. 


:£)#G= 


eLARENCE  L.  GREILICK,  a  prominent 
business  man  of  Traverse  City,  is  President 
and  manager  of  the  extensive  business 
of  the  J.  E.  Greilicli  Company,  which  has  been  es- 
tablished for  raan}^  years.  They  make  a  specialty 
of  the  manufacture  of  sash,  doors,  blinds,  scroll- 
sawing,  and  particularly  of  all  manner  of  finish 
for  fine  inside  decorative  work.  The  enterprise, 
founded  by  the  father  of  our  subject  and  con- 
ducted by  him  for  a  long  period,  has  maintained 
its  high  standard  under  the  efficient  supervision  of 
the  present  manager  and  President. 

Joseph  E.  Greilick,  the  father  of  our  subject, 
was  for  manj^  years  one  of  the  active  business  men 
of  Traverse  City,  and  was  highly  respected  wher- 
ever known.  The  principal  event  of  his  life,  as 
well  as  the  dominant  traits  of  his  character,  may 
perhaps  be  gleaned  to  better  advantage  from  the 
following  quotation  from  the  Grand  Traverse  Her- 
aid  (September  29,  1892),  than  from  any  words  of 
our  own: 

"  Joseph  E.  Greilick  died  at  his  residence  in 
this  village  at  about  3:30  ]).  m.,  Tuesday,  Septem- 
ber 27,  1892,  aged  fifty-eight  years.  Although 
his  condition  was  known  to  be  critical  for  several 
weeks,  and  little  hope  was  entertained  of  his  re- 
covery, yet  his  death  fell  as  a  heavy  blow  upon 
the  entire  business  community,  of  which  he  has 
been  an  active  and  prominent  member  for  so  many 
years. 

"He  was  born  in  Austria,  September  11,  1834, 
and  came  with  his  parents  to  New  York  City  in 
1848,  and  to  Traverse  City  m  the  spring  of  1854. 
This  place  has  been  his  home  since.  For  several 
years  he  was  engaged  in  carpenter  work  and  simi- 
lar occupations.  In  1867  he  began  to  manufact- 
ure, sash,  doors  and  house  furnishings,  under  the 
firm  name  of  Greilick  &  Co,,  Hannah,  Lay  &  Co. 


being  the  partners.  In  1879  Mr.  Greilick  bought 
his  partners'  interest,  and  at  the  same  time  moved 
the  plant  to  its  present  location  on  the  bay  shore, 
on  the  west  side  of  the  town.  He  has  during  the 
last  thirteen  years  built  up  the  largest  business  of 
the  kind  In  Northern  Michigan.  His  factories, 
dry-kilns  and  yards  cover  several  acres  of  ground, 
and  his  pay-roll  has  for  several  years  been  one  of 
the  largest  in  town. 

"  Mr.  Greilick  was  a  man  of  untiring  energy  and 
great  activit}^  His  hours  of  rest  were  few  and  far 
between.  It  was  his  ceaseless  activity  that  no 
doubt  hastened  the  development  of  the  latent 
heart  trouble,  and  even  when  he  was  warned  that 
rest  was  an  absolute  necessity,  he  could  not  wholly 
give  up  business.  It  was  too  much  second  nature 
with  him  to  be  energetically  at  work  to  rest  even 
when  a  valuable  life  was  at  stake.  For  a  number 
of  months  there  has  been  a  gradual  failing  of 
strength  and  health,  and  his  disease  assumed  a 
complicated  form  that  baflfled  the  best  physicians 
in  the  state,  and  the  end  came  at  last  quietly  and 
peacefull,y. 

"In  the  business  circles  of  the  town  Mr.  Grei- 
lick will  be  greatly  missed.  He  always  took  an 
active  interest  in  the  welfare  of  the  village;  was 
foremost  in  advancing  all  its  business  interests;  was 
a  liberal  contributor  to  every  good  work;  and  was 
an  active,  influential  member  of  the  Business 
Men's  Association  from  its  organization.  He  has 
been  a  member  of  the  Village  Council,  a  member 
of  the  School  Board,  and  wherever  tried  was 
always  found  efficient  and  faithful  to  duty.  The 
growing  business  of  the  town  can  illy  spare  such 
a  man  as  Mr.  Greilick.  Thus  another  honest  and 
true  business  man  goes  to  his  long  rest,  honored 
by  all,  and  of  whom  only  kindly  memories  remain. 
September  20,  1868,  Mr.  Greilick  married  Nancy 
Case,  of  Benzonia,  and  she  and  six  children  are 
left  to  mourn  their  great  loss." 

After  the  death  of  his  father,  the  subject  of  this 
sketch,  being  the  eldest  of  the  family,  assumed 
control  of  the  business.  Having  inherited  many 
of  the  commendable  characteristics  of  his  father, 
and  having  become  familiar  with  the  business  in 
youth,  he  has  made  a  striking  success  of  the  work. 
In  order  to  better  control  and  represent  its  exten^ 
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sive  interests,  the  business  was  incorporated,  with 
C.  L.  Greilick  as  President  and  general  manager; 
Mrs.  Greilick  Vice-President;  and  Ernest  W.  Grei- 
lick Secretary  and  Treasurer.  This  was  done  in 
February,  1893,  and  the  business,  so  firmly  estab- 
lished, continues  to  prosper  under  the  present 
efficient  management. 

The  success  already  gained  by  our  subject  is  re- 
markable, when  we  consider  that  he  is  still  a  young 
man,  having  been  born  August  14,  1869.  It  is 
probable  that  future  years  will  add  to  the  excellent 
reputation  as  a  business  man  that  he  has  already 
secured.  In  boyhood  his  interest  in  machinery 
was  apparent,  and  it  was  his  delight  in  childliood 
to  perform  work  usually  done  by  older  hands.  Fra- 
ternally he  belongs  to  the  Masonic  fraternity  and 
the  Knights  of  Pythias,  and  in  politics  adheres  to 
Republican  principles.  Possessing  business  tact 
and  an  accommodating  disposition,  he  will  un- 
doubtedly make  the  business  a  continued  success, 
and  be  a  worthy  successor  of  his  honored  father. 


-^^1 


/'"^  ILLIS  McBAIN,  one  of  the  most  prominent 
^^  T  and  representative  men  of  Missaukee  Coun- 
ty, is  justly  entitled  to  the  credit  of  found- 
ing the  village  which  was  named  in  his  honor. 
About  a  quarter  of  a  century  ago  he  settled  on  a 
homestead  of  one  hundred  and  sixty  acres,  the 
site  of  the  present  village  of  McBain,  a  part  of 
which  he  platted  in  1887  and  called  Owens.  When 
the  railroad  was  constructed  the  following  fall 
they  gave  to  the  station  the  name  by  which  it  is 
now  known,  and  the  postoffice  was  also  changed. 
Of  late  years  our  subject  has  given  his  attention 
mainly  to  real-estate  dealings,  but  still  owns  a  hun- 
dred acres  of  his  farm  and  a  large  tract  of  adjoin- 
ing property.  He  was  the  first  Sheriff  of  Missau- 
kee County  after  its  organization,  and  later  served 
in  the  same  capacity  for  two  terms  more.  He  was 
County  Treasurer  for  two  years,  was  the  first  Pres- 
ident of  the  Village  Board,  is  now  Assessor,  and  has 


served  as  Supervisor  of  Riverside  Township.  In 
partnership  with  T.  Caldwell,  he  built  twenty-two 
and  a-half  miles  of  state  road  in  Presque  Isle 
County,  and  albO  constructed  twenty  miles  of  road 
in  Mason  County. 

Born  five  miles  east  of  the  town  of  Gait,  Can- 
ada, June  16,  1849,  our  subject  is  a  son  of  William 
and  Margaret  (McBain)  McBain,  natives  of  Scot- 
land and  of  Lower  Canada,  respectively.  They 
became  the  parents  of  eight  children,  six  of  whom 
are  living,  and  named  in  order  of  birth  as  fol- 
lows: John,  Gillis,  Alexander,  Duncan,  Annie  (Mrs. 
Alexander  Kennedy)  and  William.  The  father 
emigrated  from  his  native  land  to  Canada  in  his 
early  manhood,  and  was  a  pioneer  in  the  heavily 
timbered  region  where  he  first  located.  About 
1872  he  came  to  Michigan,  buying  a  farm  of  one 
hundred  and  sixty  acres  in  Riverside  Township, 
this  county,  and  adding  thereto  other  land  as  time 
passed.  His  death  occurred  in  1886,  when  he  had 
passed  threescore  and  ten  years,  and  his  wife  sur- 
vived him  only  two  years.  In  Canada  he  held 
various  township  offices,  and  was  a  man  of  prom- 
inence. Both  he  and  his  good  wife  are  members 
of  the  Presbyterian  Church,  in  which  he  was  an 
officer  for  many  years. 

The  paternal  grandfather  of  our  subject  was  a 
native  of  Scotland,  and  died  in  that  country  at  an 
advanced  age,  after  rearing  a  family  of  three  sons 
and  two  daughters  to  lives  of  usefulness.  The 
maternal  grandfather,  Laughlin  McBain,  was  also 
born  in  Scotland,  and  emigrated  to  Glengarry,  Can- 
ada, and  thence  to  the  vicinity  of  Gait,  where  he 
bought  a  farm.  His  death  occurred  when  he  had 
passed  his  fourscore  years.  He  was  a  very  devout 
member  of  the  Presbyterian  Church.  A  man  of 
powerful  build,  he  was  over  six  feet  in  height,  and 
in  this  his  five  sons  all  resembled  him. 

The  boyhood  days  of  our  subject  were  passed  in 
the  land  of  his  birth,  and  he  continued  to  dwell 
with  his  parents  until  he  was  twenty  years  of  age. 
He  then  set  out  for  Michigan,  and  began  in  earnest 
his  life's  work.  After  locating  his  homestead,  as 
previously  stated,  he  bought  other  lands  from  the 
Grand  Rapids  &  Indiana  Railroad  Company,  but 
made  his  home  in  Cadillac  for  four  years  after  his 
marriage.     That  event  took  place  January  9, 1881, 
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Miss  Penelope  Kennedy  being  the  lady  of  his 
choice.  She  is  a  daughter  of  Alexander  M.  and 
Mary  (Miller)  Kennedy,  and  by  her  marriage  has 
become  the  mother  of  three  sons  and  two  daugh- 
ters, namely :  Grace,  Margaret,  Roland,  Gordon  and 
Kenneth.  The  mother  is  a  faithful  member  of  the 
Baptist  Church.  Fraternally  our  subject  belongs 
to  Pilgrim  Commandery  No.  23,  K.  T.,  of  Big 
Rapids,  and  is  also  a  Knight  of  the  Maccabees.  In 
his  political  convictions  he  is  a  Republican. 


HIRAM  A.  SUTHERLAND,  a  retired  citi- 
zen of  Ludington,  residing  at  No.  205 
North  Lavinia  Street,  was  born  in  Homer, 
Cortland  County,  N.  Y.,  September  5,  1823.  His 
parents,  Silas  andLydia  (Tiffany)  Sutherland,  died 
in  1835,  within  a  few  months  of  each  other,  and 
he  was  therefore  thrown  upon  his  own  resources 
at  an  earl}'  period  in  life.  In  1837  he  accompan- 
ied a  married  sister  to  Michigan  and  settled  in 
Macomb  County,  two  miles  north  of  Utica,  where 
he  remained  until  eighteen  years  of  age. 

On  leaving  his  sister's  home,  Mr.  Sutherland  se- 
cured a  position  as  clerk  in  a  store  at  Birmingham, 
Oakland  County,  but  after  two  years  spent  in  that 
city  he  removed  to  Pontiac,  and  in  1844  embarked 
in  the  mercantile  business  on  the  Saginaw  turn- 
pike, twelve  miles  north  of  Pontiac.  His  ventures 
proved  successful,  and  he  was  rewarded  with  an  in- 
creasing prosperity  as  time  passed  by.  For  twenty- 
five  years,  though  with  some  interruptions  in  the 
mean  time,  he  carried  on  the  business  at  Flint, 
Ionia  and  Byron,  this  state,  closing  his  last  mer- 
cantile establishment  at  Byron  in  1873. 

While  a  resident  of  Flint,  Mr.  Sutherland  en- 
gaged injthe  study  of  law,  and  in  1860  he  was  ad- 
mitted to  the  Bar  before  Judge  Turner.  In  addi- 
tion to  the  management  of  his  mercantile  business 
at  Byron,  he  conducted  a  general  legal  practice, 
and  in  1873,  after  having  disposed  of  the  former, 


he  came  to  Ludington,  made  investments  in  city 
property  and  opened  an  office,  beginning  the  prac- 
tice of  law.  He  soon  became  known  as  an  able, 
well  informed  and  thorough!}^  equipped  attorney, 
and  his  practice  was  an  increasing  one.  For  eight 
years  he  also  served  as  Justice  of  the  Peace  and 
Police  Justice  of  the  city.  In  1884,  after  having 
devoted  forty-two  years  to  his  business  or  profes- 
sional interests,  he  retired  from  the  active  cares  of 
life,  and  has  since  devoted  his  attention  to  the 
management  of  his  real -estate  interests. 

At  different  times  Mr.  Sutherland  has  erected  a 
number  of  fine  residences,  which  he  still  owns,  and 
from  the  rental  of  which  he  receives  a  handsome 
Income.  Though  practically  retired,  he  is  by  no 
means  inactive,  but  finds  sufficient  to  occupy  his 
time  in  the  supervision  of  his  property  interests. 
Through  his  industry  and  good  management  in 
former  years,  he  is  now  able  to  pass  his  declining 
years  in  the  enjoyment  of  a  competence.  At  va- 
rious times  he  has  returned  to  Utica,  where  his 
boyhood  years  were  passed,  and  there  has  renewed 
old  ties  and  visited  the  scenes  associated  with  his 
youth.  In  Oakland  County,  September  7,  1852, 
Mr.  Sutherland  was  united  in  marriage  with  Miss 
Mary  Elizabeth  Vliet,  who  remained  his  devoted 
helpmate  until  her  death,  July  21,  1884,  at  the 
family  home  in  Ludington.  Two  children,  James 
Clarenden  and  Carrie,  came  to  bless  the  union. 
The  daughter,  who  is  the  widow  of  Edward  M. 
Haskill,  of  Ludington,  makes  her  home  with  her 
father,  but  at  present  is  in  Philadelphia,  Pa.,  where 
she  is  studying  music  at  the  conservatory. 

Politically  Mr.  Sutherland  advocated  Republican 
principles  until  1876,  when,  his  opinion  undergo- 
ing a  radical  change,  he  transferred  his  allegiance 
to  the  Democratic  party,  and  has  since  cast  his  bal- 
lot for  its  men  and  measures.  He  has  taken  a  vig- 
orous stand  in  favor  of  this  political  organization, 
and  in  former  years  was  one  of  its  principal  cam- 
paign speakers  and  local  leaders.  In  the  organiza- 
tion of  the  Presbyterian  Church  at  Ludington, 
his  wife  materially  assisted  and  was  prominently 
connected  with  that  congregation  until  her  death. 
His  industry  and  perseverance  have  enabled  him, 
though  starting  without  capital,  to  obtain  a  com- 
fortable competence,  which  numbers  him  among 
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the  substantial  citizens  of  Ludington.  He  takes  a 
commendable  pride  in  this  place,  and  every  move- 
ment looking  to  its  material  advancement  meets 
with  his  encouragement  and  active  support. 


WILLIAM  M.  and  C.  V.  WRIGHT,  mem- 
bers  of  the  firm  of  Wright  Bros,,  propri- 
etors of  a  steam  laundry  in  Traverse 
Cit3%form  one  of  the  most  reliable  and  enterprising 
business  firms  of  the  place.  They  have  established 
a  reputation  for  fair  dealing,  good  work,  prompt- 
ness and  faithfulness  in  every  respect  which  is  rap- 
idly resulting  in  their  becoming  well-off.  Their 
trade  is  not  merely  local,  as  numerous  towns  in  this 
vicinity  send  their  quota  of  work  to  be  done  in  this 
well  equipped  laundry. 

Isaac  Wright,  the  father  of  our  subjects,  is  an 
Alderman  and  an  influential  citizen  of  Vandalia, 
Cass  County.  His  main  occupation  has  been  that 
of  farming,  principally  in  the  state  of  Michigan. 
He  was  born  in  Tennessee  in  1829.  His  wife,  Nancy, 
who  before  her  marriage  was  a  Miss  Van  Matre,  was 
born  in  Indiana  in  1834.  Of  their  union  the  fol- 
lowing children  were  born:  Rufus,  who  was  born 
in  Indiana  in  1852,  and  who  is  a  farmer;  Josephus, 
born  in  Indiana  in  1853,  now  running  a  laundry 
in  Michigan  City,  Ind.;  Calvin  V.,  born  Novem- 
ber 5,  1855,  and  a  member  of  the  firm  of  Wright 
Bros.;  Maggie,  born  in  Indiana  in  1865,  now  a  resi- 
dent of  Niles,  Mich;  William,  the  next  in  order  of 
birth;  Lillie,  born  in  Michigan  in  1866,  now  living 
at  Casso polls,  Cass  County,  this  state;  and  Van 
Matre,  born  in  Michigan  in  1874,  engaged  in  the 
laundry  business  with  his  father  at  Fairmount, 
Grant  Countj^,  Ind. 

William  M.  Wright  was  born  September  5,  1862, 
in  Henry  County,  Ind.,  and  from  his  early  years 
was  trained  in  habits  of  industry  and  thrift.  He 
had  a  fair  common-school  education,  and  on  com- 
pleting his  early  studies  entered  the  high  school. 
His  father  gave  him  and  all  of  his  sons  their  time 


when  they  were  nineteen  years  of  age.  Our  subject 
worked  for  the  first  summer  thereafter  for  his  father 
and  then  went  to  Kalamazoo,  where  he  found  work 
in  the  Insane  Asylum.  At  the  end  of  nine  months 
he  came  to  this  city,  and  for  five  successive  years 
was  employed  in  the  Northern  Michigan  Insane  Asy- 
lum, discharging  his  duties  to  the  full  satisfaction 
of  his  superiors. 

Having  laid  aside  a  small  sum  of  money,  Mr. 
Wright  furnished  8.  E.  Hill  some  capital  with  which 
to  start  a  small  laundry  on  the  South  Side.  This 
was  the  commencement  of  wiiat  is  now  a  large  and 
prosperous  business.  On  leaving  the  asylum  Mr. 
Wright  embarked  in  business  with  Mr.  Hill,  in- 
creased the  capacit}^  of  the  plant  and  extended  the 
trade.  In  September,  1891,  his  brother  Calvin 
bought  out  Mr.  Hill  and  the  present  partnership  was 
formed.  The  brothers  have  been  prospered  beyond 
their  expectations  and  have  spared  no  pains  in  giv- 
ing their  customers  prompt  and  careful  attention. 

December  26,  1887,  Wilham  M.  Wright  mar- 
ried Miss  Bertha  G.  East,  of  Cass  County,  Ind. 
She  was  born  October  5,  1865,  and  is  a  daughter 
of  Calvin  and  Mabel  (Reynolds)  East.  Two  chil- 
dren, daughters,  have  been  born  to  Mr.  and  Mrs. 
Wright,  namely :  Neta  M.,  April  5,  1889,  and  Gracie, 
May  17,  1892.  Fraternally  William  Wright  be- 
longs to  the  Knights  of  the  Maccabees. 

Calvin  V.  Wright  married  February  5, 1882,  Miss 
Annie  Delong  becoming  his  wife.  She  is  the 
daughter  of  Harmon  and  Carrie  (James)  Delong. 
The  result  of  this  union  is  three  children,  as  fol- 
lows: Neva,  born  November  8,  1883;  Kittie,  born 
June  7,  1886;  and  Hazel,  born  July  14, 1892. 


■^<^^^^^[^^^^®^^^^^^^^^^i^ 


Q^  LBERT  A.  CRANE,  who  has  been  engaged 
J  \  in  the  practice  of  law  at  Ga^^lord  since  the 
spring  of  1880,  was  born  in  Lyons,  Mich., 
October  15,  1853,  being  the  son  of  Ansela  and 
Sarah  D.  (Way)  Crane,  natives,  respectively,  of 
New  York  and  Canada.  His  grandfather,  Obediah 
Crane,  a  native  of  New  York,  settled  in  Michigan 
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in  an  early  day,  being  numbered  among  the  pio- 
neers of  Pontiac.  There  he  engaged  as  a  tiller  of 
the  soil  until  his  death. 

The  parents  of  our  subject  have  spent  their  mar- 
ried life  in  Michigan,  and  are  still  residents  of 
Lyons.  They  are  faithful  members  of  the  Society 
of  Friends,  and  in  their  lives  endeavor  to  exem- 
plify the  beautiful  teachings  of  their  church.  The 
father  is  a  man  of  temperate  habits,  great  energy 
and  the  higbest  principles  of  truth  and  honor.  He 
has  made  his  life  occupation  that  of  farming,  and 
while  he  has  never  gained  wealth,  he  is  blessed 
with  a  comfortable  amount  of  this  world's  goods. 
His  children  are  five  in  number,  namely:  Ellen, 
wife  of  James  Cramer,  of  Belding,  Mich.;  Albert 
A.;  Oscar  T.,  a  farmer  residing  at  Lyons;  Eva, 
wife  of  James  Root,  also  a  resident  of  Lyons;  and 
Theron,  who  died  at  twelve  years  of  age. 

After  having  been  for  some  years  a  pupil  in  the 
common  schools,  our  subject  entered  the  Agricult- 
ural College  at  Lansing,  and  attended  that  institu- 
tion during  the  summer  months,  the  intervening 
winter  seasons  being  devoted  to  the  teacher's  pro- 
fession. He  was  graduated  with  the  Class  of  '75, 
and  shortly  afterward,  having  determined  to  be- 
come an  attorney,  he  entered  the  law-office  of  Ruff 
<fe  Tone,  at  Lyons.  A  short  time  was  thus  spent, 
after  which  he  went  to  Illinois  and  taught  school 
at  Courtland,  De  Kalb  County.  On  his  return  to 
Lyons  he  resumed  his  legal  readings,  and  in  the 
fall  of  1879  he  was  admitted  to  the  Bar  at  Ionia. 

Coming  to  Gaylord  in  1880,  Mr.  Crane  soon  en- 
tered into  partnership  with  W.  H.  H.  Cooper,  un- 
der the  firm  name  of  Cooper  cfe  Crane.  July  7, 
1883,  the  firm  established  the  Gaylord  Exchange 
Bank,  and  also  for  some  time  afterward  dealt  in 
real  estate,  and  represented  a  number  of  insurance 
companies.  In  March,  1891,  Mr.  Crane,  who  had 
purchased  Mr.  Cooper's  interest,  closed  the  bank, 
which  was  succeeded  b}^  the  Gaylord  State  Savings 
Bank.  Since  that  time  Mr.  Crane  has  confined  his 
attention  to  the  practice  of  law  and  dealing  in 
real  estate,  in  addition  to  which  he  owns  the  ab- 
stracts of  Otsego  County. 

In  1880  Mr.  Crane  married  Carrie  I.,  daughter 
of  Burgess  Hail,  formerly  a  merchant  of  Lyons, 
where  she  was  born.     They  have  had  three  chil- 


dren, of  whom  Jessie  and  Richard  survive.  In 
politics  a  Republican,  Mr.  Crane  has  served  for 
two  terms  as  County  Clerk,  and  was  Deputy  in  the 
same  office  one  term.  He  has  also  been  Town 
Clerk  School  Inspector,  and  has  filled  the  impor- 
tant position  of  President  of  the  village.  He  is  act- 
ive in  local  politics,  and  has  frequently  been  a 
delegate  to  county  and  congressional  conventions. 
As  President  of  the  Business  Men's  Association, 
he  has  endeavored  in  every  way  possible  to  pro- 
mote the  commercial  progress  of  the  town.  He  is 
now  in  partnership  with  Albert  M.  Hilton,  the 
firm  name  being  Crane  &  Hilton. 

Socially  Mr.  Crane  is  a  member  of  the  Independ- 
ent Order  of  Odd  Fellows,  and  is  serving  as  Secre- 
tary of  the  local  lodge.  In  Masonry  he  has  at- 
tained the  rank  of  Knight  Templar.  He  is  con- 
nected with  Gaylord  Post  No.  366,  A.  F.  &  A.  M., 
and  is  its  Past  Master. 


l3<"T^d 


/^  HARLES  A.  MUNSELL  is  one  of  the  en- 
V^y  terprising  and  progressive  young  business 
men  of  Traverse  City,  to  whose  energy 
and  business  push  are  due  the  development  and 
commercial  activit}^  of  this  place.  He  has  only  re- 
cently entered  upon  his  active  career,  but  every- 
thing in  his  character  promises  a  successful  future. 
To  him  belongs  the  distinction  of  being  among 
the  very  few  persons  in  business  here  who  are  na- 
tive sons  of  Grand  Traverse  County,  with  the  his- 
tory of  which  his  own  has  been  entwined  during 
his  entire  life.  He  learned  the  wagon-maker's 
trade  with  great  facility,  for  he  has  always  been 
skillful  with  tools,  and  the  business  seemed  to 
come  naturally  to  him.  Some  three  years  ago  he 
came  to  Traverse  City,  and  now  has  a  shop  on 
East  Front  Street.  Here  he  has  a  commodious 
general- repair  shop,  and  is  receiving  a  large  share 
of  the  public  patronage. 

Referring  to  the  personal  history  of  the  subject 
of  this  notice,  we  find  that  he  is  the  son  of  J.  P.  and 
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Sybil  (Becbe)  Murisell,  natives  of  New  York  State. 
His  father,  who  was  born  in  1830,  came  to  Michi- 
gan, and  is  now  a  resident  of  Grand  Traverse 
County,  where  he  is  a  leading  citizen.  His  princi- 
pal business  in  life  has  been  that  of  agriculture, 
but  in  connection  with  the  management  of  a  home- 
stead he  has  for  years  worked  at  his  trade  of  a 
wagon-maker.  In  1874  he  was  united  in  marriage 
with  Miss  Beebe,  and  unto  their  union  two  chil- 
dren were  born. 

The  birth  of  Charles  A.  Munsell  occurred  De- 
cember 15,  1875.  His  boyhood  was  passed  in  an 
uneventful  manner  under  the  parental  roof.  He 
was  early  inured  to  farm  labor,  and  was  initiated 
under  his  father's  instructions  into  the  art  of  wag- 
on-making. Whenever  possible,  he  attended  the 
neighboring  schools,  and,  making  the  most  of  his 
opportunities,  gained  a  wide  fund  of  information 
concerning  historical  and  scientific  topics.  Like 
his  father,  he  affiliates  with  the  Republicans  po- 
litically, and,  as  a  true  patriot  should,  is  interested 
in  educational  matters,  or  whatever  relates  to  the 
public  good. 


e^+^i 


[^^ 


PROF.  EDSON  L.  WHITNEY,  Professor  of 
Mathematics  and  History  in  Benzonia  Col- 
lege, is  one  of  those  gentlemen  we  find  in 
many  of  the  educational  institutions  of  the  West, 
who  represent  the  best  element  of  her  society,  and 
who  were  reared  under  the  beneficent  influences  of 
the  schools  of  the  older  settled  states.  Such  men 
are  well  equipped  to  go  forth  and  assist  in  develop- 
ing the  educational  interests  of  new  countries. 
They  could  lay  the  foundations  broad,  deep  and 
solid,  so  that  the  colossal  edifice  of  a  great  com- 
monwealth might  be  reared  upon  them,  thereby 
promoting  the  culture  and  refinement  of  people  by 
securing  their  mental  development. 

Professor  Whitney  is  of  New  England  extrac- 
tion, and  is  descended  from  those  Puritan  fathers 
of  our  Republic  who  showed  in  so  signal  a  manner 


their  wisdom  and  energy  in  planting  the  seeds  of 
freedom,  piety  and  learning,  the  fruits  of  which 
are  now  enjoyed  from  the  Atlantic  to  the  Pacific. 
It  is  a  trite  remark,  because  so  obvious  and  just, 
that  no  people  owe  more  to  their  ancestors  than 
the  descendants  of  the  earlj^  New  England  fam- 
ilies. The  courage  and  devotion  manifested  by 
these  zealous  and  freedom-seeking  people  general- 
ly throughout  all  the  American  colonies  during  the 
opening  scenes  of  the  Revolution  and  the  long- 
continued  trials  of  war,  were  such  as  to  entitle  them 
to  the  profound  respect  and  admiration  of  the  en- 
tire world.  They  were  proof  against  the  pressure 
of  social  influence  in  the  large  Colonial  town,  where 
bribes  and  offers  were  freely  made  by  the  emis- 
saries of  the  Crown.  Of  their  devotion,  loyalty 
to  principle  and  conscientiousness,  their  posterity 
may  well  be  proud. 

From  such  ancestors  as  these  Professor  Whitney 
is  a  direct  descendant.  His  parents,  Frederic  and 
Mary  (Merriam)  Whitney,  are  natives  of  Massa- 
chusetts, the  former  tracing  his  ancestry  back  to 
1635,  and  the  latter  to  1640.  Both  were  of  Puri- 
tan extraction,  their  forefathers  having  long  been 
identified  with  the  history  of  Massachusetts.  The 
paternal  great-grandfather  of  our  subject  was  one 
of  those  brave  men  who,  when  the  Colonies  attempt- 
ed to  throw  off  the  yoke  of  oppression  under  which 
they  had  long  groaned,  assisted  in  what  then 
seemed  a  hopeless  endeavor.  He  went  valiantly 
to  the  front  and  was  one  of  the  heroes  of  the  Rev- 
olution. His  son  Joseph,  our  subject's  grandfa- 
ther, was  a  soldier  in  the  War  of  1812,  in  which 
he  rendered  courageous  service.  By  occupation 
he  was  a  farmer,  and  was  thus  engaged  throughout 
his  entire  active  life.  Among  his  twelve  children 
was  Frederic,  our  subject's  father,  who  is  a  resi- 
dent of  Boston,  and  is  engaged  in  the  manufacture 
of  chairs.  In  religious  belief  he  is  a  Congrega- 
tionalist,  which  is  also  the  faith  of  his  wife.  The 
latter  is  a  daughter  of  Samuel  Merriam,  a  native 
of  Massachusetts,  who  died  at  the  age  of  about  fifty 
3"ears. 

The  family  of  Frederic  Whitney  consisted  of 
two  children,  Edson  L.  and  Harry  Clifford,  of 
whom  the  latter  died  at  the  age  of  eleven  months. 
The  only  surviving  child  is  our  subject,  who  was 
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born  in  Gardner,  Worcester  County,  Mass.,  No- 
vember 3,  1861.  He  was  three  years  old  when  his 
parents  moved  to  Boston,  and  in  that  city  he  was 
reared  and  educated,  beino^  given  the  best  advan- 
tages the  country  afforded.  He  became  a  student 
in  Harvard  College,  from  which  he  was  graduated 
in  1885.  Later  he  attended  the  law  school  of  Bos- 
ton University,  and  during  tliis  time,  on  the  com- 
pletion of  his  legal  studies,  he  was  admitted  to  the 
Bar.  He  then  returned  to  Harvard  College,  where 
he  took  a  post-graduate  course  of  three  years,  re- 
ceiving the  degrees  of  A.  M.  and  Ph.  D. 

His  studies  completed,  Professor  Whitney  ac- 
cepted a  position  as  assistant  at  Harvard,  after 
which  he  spent  one  year  in  Wisner,  and  later  was 
Professor  of  History  at  North  field,  Yt.  From  the 
latter  place  he  returned  to  Boston,  where  he  w^as 
Professor  of  Historj^  in  the  Institute  of  Technology. 
In  the  fall  of  1894  he  came  to  Benzonia  and  ac- 
cepted his  present  professorship  in  Benzonia  Col- 
lege. He  was  married,  November  15,  1890,  to  Miss 
Florence  L.,  daughter  of  Charles  W.  and  Eunice 
(liartwell)  Carter.  One  son  has  been  born  to  them, 
named  Frederick  Carter.  In  their  religious  con- 
nections they  are  members  of  the  Congregational 
Church,  and  are  active  in  benevolent  enterprises. 
The  Professor  has  never  tak^^n  an  active  part  in 
politics,  preferring  to  give  his  attention  entirely 
to  his  literary  pursuits,  but  nevertheless  is  an  ad- 
vocate of  Republican  principles,  which  he  supports 
with  his  ballot.  Recently  he  had  a  work  published 
entitled  '^The  Government  of  the  Colony  of  South 
Carolina."  He  is  a  young  gentleman  of  superior 
mental  attainments,  whose  present  prominence  is 
undoubtedly  but  the  precursor  of  added  honors 
in  the  years  to  come. 


ORWIN  ADAMS  PHELPS,  Clerk  of  Otsego 
County,  became  a  resident  of  Gay  lord 
December  6,  1887,  and  for  the  two  suc- 
ceeding years  was  engaged  in  teaching  in  country 
schools.  In  1891  he  accepted  a  position  as  Deputy 
under  the  County  Clerk,  Robert  H.  Russell,  and  at 
the  expiration  of  that  gentleman's  term  of  ofl9ce 


he  became  his  successor,  being  elected  County 
Clerk  in  the  fall  of  1892.  With  such  efficiency 
and  fidelity  was  his  service  characterized,  that  at 
the  expiration  of  his  term  he  was  re-elected,  in  the 
fall  of  1894,  and  is  the  present  incumbent  of  the 
office. 

Mr.  Phelps  is  still  a  young  man,  his  birth  hav- 
ing occurred  June  17,  1863.  He  was  born  in  Wat- 
rousville,  Tuscola  County,  Mich.,  to  which  place 
his  parents,  Jed  and  Sabrah  C.  (Pattee)  Phelps, 
had  removed  from  their  birthplace  in  New  York 
State.  On  coming  West  they  first  made  a  short 
sojourn  in  Ohio,  near  the  line  of  Southern  Michi- 
gan, and  thence,  m  the  year  1859,  came  to  Michi- 
gan and  made  settlement  in  Tuscola  County.  The 
father  followed  his  chosen  occupation  of  carpenter 
and  joiner,  in  connection  with  which  he  was  also 
interested  in  a  planing-mill.  His  wife  died  May 
16,  1885,  and  since  her  death  he  has  made  his 
home  with  their  children  in  Tuscola  County.  He 
is  an  honorable  man,  of  industrious  habits  and  ex- 
emplary life,  and  fraternally  is  a  member  of  the 
Masonic  order. 

The  family  of  Jed  Phelps  consisted  of  five  chil- 
dren, of  whom  Orwin  A.  is  next  to  the  youngest. 
The  others  are  Mary  E.,  wife  of  Grant  Hemstreet, 
a  resident  of  Unionville,  Tuscola  County;  Dr.  By- 
ron B.,  a  physician  at  Akron,  Tuscola  County; 
Sidney,  who  is  in  the  employ  of  the  Street  Car 
Company  of  West  Bay  City;  and  Benjamin  J.,  an 
electrician  living  in  Chicago.  In  the  common 
schools  of  Watrousville  our  subject  graduated  at 
the  head  of  his  class,  and  laid  the  foundation  of 
the  broad  fund  of  information  he  afterward  ac- 
quired. At  the  age  of  seventeen,  after  his  grad- 
uation, he  commenced  to  teach  school,  and  he  was 
thus  engaged  first  in  Lapeer  Countj^,  and  later  in 
Tuscola,  Iosco  and  Otsego  Counties. 

The  Democratic  party,  of  which  he  has  been  a 
member  since  attaining  his  majoritj^,  and  with 
which  he  is  most  heartily  in  sympathy,  in  recog- 
nition of  his  fidelity  to  its  principles  and  of  his  fit- 
ness for  the  office  whose  duties  he  had  discharged 
as  Deputy  so  acceptably,  nominated  Mr.  Phelps 
for  the  position  of  County  Clerk  in  the  summer  of 
1892,  and  in  the  fall  of  the  same  year  he  was 
elected   to   the    office.     At  the  expiration  of  his 
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term  he  was  chosen  to  succeed  himself,  and  is  still 
serving  in  the  position.  In  addition  to  this  oflfice, 
he  is  serving  his  second  term  as  President  of  the 
Village  Board  of  Gaylord,  and  has  been  instru- 
mental in  advancing  the  welfare  of  the  people  of 
the  community. 

For  two  years  Mr.  Phelps  has  represented  five 
fire-insurance  companies,  carrying  on  this  work  in 
addition  to  his  official  duties.  In  his  fraternal 
relations,  he  is  a  member  of  Bethsan  Tent  No.  161, 
K.  O.  T.  M.;  Inter  Lake  Lodge  No.  329,  L  O.  O.  F., 
at  Gaylord;  and  Gaylord  Lodge  No.  366,  A.  F.  & 
A.  M.  He  was  happily  married  to  Miss  Jennie  Bis- 
sell,  November  18,  1892.  In  furthering  the  inter- 
ests of  his  town  and  county  he  is  active,  and  his 
position  on  questions  of  public  interest  is  never 
doubtful.  In  his  character,  he  combines  those 
qualities  of  mind  and  heart  that  render  him  de- 
servedly popular  and  secure  for  him  the  warm 
friendship  of  his  associates. 


v©_ ^ 
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ERDINAND  F  A  I  R  M  A  N.  Big  Rapids 
numbers  among  its  most  influential  citi- 
zens the  subject  of  this  sketch,  who  has 
been  identified  with  almost  every  enterprise  pro- 
jected for  the  development  of  its  material  and 
trade  resources.  As  a  financier  he  has  been  es- 
pecially shrewd  and  far-seeing,  which  qualities 
contributed  to  his  success  while  a  member  of  the 
banking  house  of  Fairman  &  Newton.  In  that 
enterprise  he  was  for  one  year  associated  with 
Samuel  L.  Newton,  now  of  Idaho,  whose  interest 
was  afterward  continued  by  his  mother,  the  former 
partner;  but  as  she  was  not  a  resident  of  Big  Rap- 
ids, the  entire  management  of  the  bank  devolved 
upon  Mr.  Fairman. 

Though  much  of  his  life  has  been  spent  in  Mich- 
igan, our  subject  is  a  native  of  New  York,  where 
for  many  years  his  parents  made  their  home.     His 


mother  died  forty  years  ago,  but  his  father  attained 
to  an  advanced  age,  his  death  occurring  in  Jeffer- 
son County,  N.  Y.,  in  1888.  The  family  character- 
istics of  honesty,  integrity  and  energy  have  been 
inherited  by  our  subject,  and  have  secured  his  suc- 
cess. Since  coming  to  Big  Rapids  he  has  prose- 
cuted various  industries  with  diligence,  the  ma- 
jority of  them  being  very  successful.  Perhaps  the 
best  paying  enterprise  with  which  he  was  con- 
nected was  the  iron  works,  which,  however,  were 
closed  a  few  years  after  his  connection  with  them 
was  severed  and  now  nothing  but  the  building  re- 
mains. 

In  1880  the  building  was  erected  that  is  usually 
known  as  the  Fairman  Block.  Our  subject  has 
also  at  various  times  dealt  in  real  estate  for  him- 
self and  other  parties,  and  has  filled  the  position  of 
agent  for  the  Phcenix  Life  Insurance  Company  of 
Hartford,  Conn.,  at  Big  Rapids.  He  engaged  for  a 
time  as  a  dealer  in  pine  lands,  and  in  connection 
therewith  operated  a  mill  in  Lake  Count3^  In 
1884  he  organized  a  stock  company  known  as  the 
Big  Rapids  Wooden  ware  Company,  which  was 
conducted  for  two  years,  but  the  machinery  was 
afterward  purchased  by  the  Wooden  ware  Trust 
and  was  removed.  Later  he  organized  the  Falcon 
Manufacturing  Company,  and  consolidated  the 
wooden  ware  company  with  the  plant  of  Cas- 
chert  (fe  Hudnutt,  the  two  now  occupying  both 
factories,  and  the  business  being  under  the  per- 
sonal supervision  of  E.  W.  Hudnutt,  Mr.  Fairman 's 
son-in-law,  who  is  Secretary  and  General  Manager. 
At  one  time  our  subject  was  President  of  the 
company,  but  has  now  withdrawn  from  anyoflScial 
connection  with  the  concern.  This  is  now  one  of 
the  best  equipped  and  most  successful  enterprises 
of  the  place. 

In  the  organization  of  the  Crescent  Furniture 
Company,  another  successful  enterprise  of  Big 
Rapids,  our  subject  was  a  prime  factor,  and  for 
some  time  was  a  Director  and  Treasurer  of  the 
company.  While  serving  as  Secretary  of  the  Citi- 
zens' Committee,  he  labored  assiduously  to  secure 
a  railroad  for  Big  Rapids,  and  received  large  con- 
tributions for  that  purpose,  but  the  projected  road 
failed  to  materialize,  and  afterward  all  moneys 
were  returned  to  the  city.     At  the  time  of  the  re- 
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duction  of  rents  in  this  place,  he  took  advantage 
of  the  opportunity  to  embark  in  business,  and 
opened  three  stores,  devoted,  respectively,  to  dry 
goods,  groceries  and  drugs.  These  he  conducted 
separately  for  some  years,  but  afterward  disposed 
of  them. 

Foreseeing  the  financial  crisis  of  1893,  Mr.  Fair- 
man  in  1892  closed  out  his  banking  business,  and 
thus  avoided  all  dangers  connected  with  the  gen- 
eral depression.  About  the  same  time,  and  for  the 
same  reason,  he  severed  his  connection  with  a 
sheep  and  cattle  ranch  in  Montana,  of  which  he 
had  been  Treasures  and  a  Director.  In  the  latter 
enterprise  his  associates  were  Col.  J.  O.  Hudnutt, 
and  his  son-in-law,  E.  W.  Hudnutt,  the  three  hav- 
ing organized,  by  a  special  act  of  the  state  legisla- 
ture, the  Willowsdale  Ranch  Company,  which  firm 
owned  about  three  thousand  acres  of  land,  and 
kept  thereon  about  twelve  or  fifteen  thousand 
sheep.  Mr.  Fairmau  is  now  devoting  most  of  his 
time  to  the  management  of  estates  and  trust  funds. 
He  is  executor  of  the  estate  of  C.  G.  Hudnutt,  and 
he  is  managing  the  Hudnutt  electric  light  plant 
in  this  city. 

In  early  days  Mr.  Fairraan  was  a  Douglas  Demo- 
crat, but  after  the  Lincoln  campaign  he  became  a 
Republican,  and  has  since  advocated  the  doctrines 
of  that  part3%  However,  he  has  never  taken  an 
active  part  in  public  affairs,  and  has  not  cared  for 
the  responsibilities  and  labor  incident  to  an  oflQcial 
position.  A  Presbyterian  in  religious  faith,  he  as- 
sisted in  the  organization  of  tiie  Westminister 
Presbyterian  Church  in  1878,  and  from  that  time 
to  this  much  of  the  work  connected  with  that 
congregation  has  fallen  upon  his  shoulders.  He 
represented  the  church  in  the  General  Assembly  at 
Portland,  Ore.,  in  1892,  and  for  ten  years  he  has 
been  a  Director  of  the  McCormick  Theological 
Seminary  of  Chicago. 

The  family  residence  is  pleasantly  situated  on 
Michigan  Avenue,  and  here  Mr.  Fairman  and  his 
estimable  wife  live  in  ease  and  comfort.  Mrs.  Fair- 
man  has  been  active  in  all  Christian  work  and  was 
one  of  the  original  Crusaders.  She  is  also  con- 
nected with  the  Woman's  Christian  Temperance 
Union,  and  has  filled  with  marked  eflficiency  the 
honored  position  of  President  of  the  local  organi- 


zation. They  have  three  children,  namely:  Thirsa 
J.,  wife  of  E.  W.  Hudnutt,  manager  of  the  Falcon 
Manufacturing  Company;  George  F.,  manager  of 
the  Fairman  Drug  Store;  and  Jessie  M.,  wife  of 
Charles  P.  Judson,  a  hardware  merchant,  all  of 
this  city. 


eHARLES  E.  MAHAN,  one  of  the  active 
young  business  men  of  Elk  Rapids,  is  pro- 
prietor of  a  drug  store,  of  which  he  be- 
came sole  owner  in  February,  1892,  In  local  poli- 
tics he  has  been  quite  interested,  is  an  ardent 
Republican,  and  has  proved  his  efficiency  and  trust- 
worthiness as  a  public  official  while  serving  as 
Town  Clerk,  a  position  he  held  for  five  terms.  He 
possesses  good  business  ability,  and  has  already 
progressed  far  on  the  road  leading  to  success.  He 
has  been  a  resident  of  Elk  Rapids  since  May  19^ 
1887,  and  is  foremost  in  everything  which  relates 
to  the  welfare  and  advancement  of  the  community 
in  which  his  lot  is  cast. 

The  father  of  our  subject,  Morris  Mahan,  was 
for  many  years  a  prominent  business  man  of  East 
Bay,  Grand  Traverse  County,  where  he  had  ex- 
tensive lumber  interests.  He  was  a  native  of  New 
York,  and  died  November  13,  1880.  To  himself 
and  wife,  Mary  L.,  were  born  a  daughter  and  two 
sons.  The  eldest,  Harriet  A.,  is  the  wife  of  C.  L. 
Martin,  of  Cedar  Rapids,  Iowa.  James  E.,  the  elder 
son,  is  now  a  resident  of  East  Bay,  Mich. 

Charles  E.  Mahan,  whose  name  heads  this  sketch, 
is  a  native  of  the  Buckeye  State,  his  birth  having 
occurred  in  Knox  County,  May  21,  1866.  He  at- 
tended the  common  and  high  schools  of  Traverse 
City,  but  his  education  was  interfered  with  by  the 
death  of  his  father,  which  occurred  when  he  was  a 
lad  of  only  thirteen  years.  He  was  then  obliged 
to  go  out  into  the  world,  and  thenceforth  make 
his  own  living.  His  first  employment  was  in  a 
sawmill  at  East  Bay,  and  for  five  years  he  worked 
at  various  things  in  connection  with  the  operation 
of  the  mill.     He  was  of  an  active,  industrious  dis- 
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position,  and  at  the  same  time  possessed  a  knowl- 
edge of  the  value  of  money  which  few  boys  of  his 
age  are  wont  to  have.  In  1886  he  had  a  sutlicient 
sum  laid  aside  to  contemplate  having  a  business  of 
his  own,  and  in  company  with  two  young  men  by 
the  name  of  Mitclieil,  he  took  charge  of  the  East 
Bay  Sawmill,  which  he  ran  until  1887.  On  May 
19  of  tliat  year  he  came  to  this  city  and  entered 
into  partnership  with  Mr.  Martin,  under  the  firm 
name  of  C.  L.  Martin  &  Co.  They  carried  a  full 
line  of  drugs,  stationery,  etc.,  and  controlled  a  large 
share  of  the  trade  of  this  place.  In  February, 
1892,  the  junior  member  of  the  firm  succeeded  to 
the  entire  business,  which  he  has  since  conducted 
alone  successfully. 

In  May,  1890,  Mr.  Mahan  and  Mrs.  Elizabeth 
Grammel  were  united  in  marriage.  The  lady  is 
a  daughter  of  Charles  and  Mina  Christina  Gram- 
mel. The  father  was  formerly  engaged  in  running 
a  brewery  in  Elk  Rapids,  and  at  one  time  had 
charge  of  a  similar  plant  in  Traverse  City.  Mrs. 
Mahan  is  a  lady  of  good  education  and  social 
qualities,  and  is  a  devoted  member  ot  the  Episco- 
pal Church.  Fraternally  Mr.  Mahan  is  a  .member 
of  the  Masonic  order,  the  Knights  of  the  Macca- 
bees and  the  Ancient  Order  of  Foresters. 


0ASPER  L.  NAUMAN,  M.  D.,  the  pioneer 
physician  of  Ogemaw  County,  came  to  Og- 
emaw Springs  in  June,  1872.  This  part  of 
the  state  was  then  in  almost  the  primeval  condi- 
tion of  nature,  and  gave  few  indications  of  its 
present  prosperity.  A  railroad  was  in  process  of 
construction,  and  it  was  completed  to  Roscommon 
in  the  fall  of  1872.  There  were  no  roads,  the 
first  being  laid  out  by  the  Doctor  soon  after  his 
arrival.  For  judicial  purposes  the  county  was  at- 
tached to  Iosco  County,  and  the  meetings  of  the 
Board  of  Supervisors  were  held  in  Tawas  City. 

With  the  early  history  of  the  county  the  name 
of  Dr.  Nauman  is  inseparably  associated.  He  or- 
ganized th^  first  district  for  educational  purposes, 


and  also  set  off  Ogemaw  and  Edwards  Townships, 
the  first  organized  in  the  county.  Erecting  a  saw- 
mill, he  manufactured  the  first  lumber  and  the  first 
shingles  for  miles  around.  A  large  number  of  men 
were  employed  in  different  parts  of  the  county, 
and  as  accidents  were  of  frequent  occurrence,  there 
was  a  large  surgery  practice.  The  Doctor  was  fre- 
quently called  long  distances  in  order  to  attend 
sick  and  injured  persons,  and  his  trips  were  usuallj^ 
made  on  foot,  though  sometimes  he  rode  on  horse- 
back. He  used  his  first  sleigh  in  1876.  During  the 
same  3^ear  he  assisted  in  the  organization  of  the 
present  countj^  of  Ogemaw,  of  which  he  was  the  first 
County  Clerk.  For  three  years  he  engaged  in  the 
manufacture  of  lumber,  but  since  that  time  he  has 
given  his  attention  to  his  professional  and  public 
duties. 

The  first  paper  in  the  county  was  the  Ogemaw 
County  Journal^  of  which  Dr.  Nauman  was  editor, 
the  press  work  being  done  in  West  Bay  City.  For 
three  terms  he  served  as  County  Clerk,  besides 
which  he  acted  as  Deputy  in  nearly  all  the  other 
county  offices.  At  present  he  holds  the  position 
of  County  Coroner,  which  he  has  retained  almost 
continuouslj^  since  the  organization  of  the  county. 
He  was  the  first  County  Superintendent  of  Schools, 
and  when  the  law  governing  the  same  was  re- 
pealed, he  became  Township  Superintendent  of 
Schools;  on  the  repeal  of  that  law,  he  accepted  a 
position  as  a  member  of  the  School  Board. 

From  1883  until  1885  the  Doctor  resided  in 
Dayton  and  Chillicothe,  Ohio,  where  he  was  en- 
gaged in  the  practice  of  medicine,  but  in  1886  he 
returned  to  West  Branch,  and  has  since  made  this 
place  his  home.  It  is  his  ambition  to  secure  the 
incorporation  of  West  Branch  as  a  city,  and  to- 
ward that  end  he  is  now  laboring  assiduously. 
As  a  Republican,  he  has  done  effective  work  for  his 
party.  He  was  the  first  Chairman  of  the  Republi- 
can County  Committee,  and  the  first  convention 
of  his  party  in    the   county  was  held  at  his  home. 

The  reader  will  be  interested  in  learning  some- 
thing concerning  the  life  of  a  man  so  prominently 
identified  with  the  history  of  Ogemaw  County  as 
the  subject  of  this  sketch.  He  was  born  in  Lan- 
caster, Pa.,  March  15,  1846,  and  is  a  son  of  Casper 
and  Margaret  (Yost)  Nauman,  also  n^tiv^s  of  Lan- 
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caster,  as  was  his  grandfather,  George,  a  soldier 
in  the  Revolutionary  War,  and  a  hotel-keeper  by 
occupation.  The  great-grandfather  of  our  subject, 
Godfrey  Nauman,  was  born  in  Baltimore,  and  his 
father,  who  bore  tlie  same  name,  was  likewise  born 
in  that  city.  Our  subject*s  maternal  and  paternal 
grandfathers  both  served  in  the  War  of  the  Revo- 
lution, and  suffered  all  the  hardships  incident  to 
that  conflict. 

The  father  of  our  subject  was  born  January  15, 
1805,  and  in  early  life  followed  the  trade  of  a  cop- 
persmith, but  later  engaged  in  farming.  In  1855 
he  removed  to  Ohio  and  settled  on  a  farm  near 
Frankfort,  where  he  remained  until  his  death,  May 
29,  1888.  In  politics  he  was  first  a  Whig,  and 
after  the  organization  of  the  Republican  party 
joined  its  ranks,  supporting  its  principles  with  his 
influence  and  vote  until  his  death.  His  wife,  who 
was  born  February  23,  1805,  passed  from  earth 
May  5,  1869. 

There  were  six  sons  and  three  daughters  in  the 
parental  family,  of  whom  we  note  the  following: 
Ann  Maria  was  born  December  18,  1826,  and 
married  Benjamin  Kulins,  her  home  being  in  Day- 
ton, Ohio;  George,  who  was  born  December  22, 
1829,  is  engaged  in  farm  pursuits  at  Frankfort; 
Susan  K.  was  born  January  29,  1832,  and  makes 
her  home  in  Frankfort;  Charles,  whose  birth  oc- 
curred August  7,  1834,  served  as  a  member  of  Com- 
pany C,  One  Hundred  and  Forty-ninth  Ohio 
Infantry,  and  is  now  following  agricultural  opera- 
tions near  Muncie,  Ind.;  William  Hall,  who  was 
born  April  15,  1837,  is  a  manufacturer  of  agricult- 
ural implements,  and  resides  at  Daj^ton;  Henry, 
born  April  4,  1840,  took  part  in  the  Civil  War  as 
a  member  of  the  Eighty-ninth  Ohio  Infantry,  and 
resides  in  Frankfort;  Elizabeth  F.  was  born  Feb- 
ruary 25,  1844,  and  married  Henry  McQuinniff,  of 
Frankfort;  our  subject  is  the  next  in  order  of 
birth;  and  Franklin  C,  the  youngest,  who  was  born 
December  1,  1849,  engaged  in  the  livery  business 
for  some  yeajs,  and  died  at  West  Branch  April  17, 
1887. 

At  the  age  of  sixteen  the  subject  of  this  sketch 
enlisted  with  Company  D,  Eighty-ninth  Ohio  In- 
fantry, but  in  1863  was  discharged  on  account 
of  plijsioftl  disability.     Soon  ^fterwardi  however, 


he  re-enlisted  in  the  service,  becoming  a  member 
of  Company  C,  One  Hundred  and  Forty -ninth 
Ohio  Infantry,  of  which  he  was  Sergeant,  and  in 
which  he  served  until  the  close  of  the  Rebellion. 
Among  the  engagements  in  which  he  took  an  act- 
ive part  were  those  of  Stone  River,  Corinth,  Chick- 
amauga,  Monocacy  Junction,  Opequan  Creek,  Ber- 
r3.ville  and  Winchester. 

On  his  return  to  Ohio,  our  subject  taught  school 
one  term,  after  which  he  was  bookkeeper  for  a  Day- 
ton firm  for  one  year,  and  for  a  similar  length  of 
time  had  a  position  as  traveling  salesman.  He  then 
studied  medicine,  attending  lectures  at  Jefferson 
College,  and  later  again  traveled  as  salesman.  He 
began  the  practice  of  his  profession  in  1870  in  Iowa, 
his  home  being  near  Independence.  He  then  went 
back  to  Ohio,  and  for  a  year  was  assistant  assignee 
for  a  bankrupt  manufacturing  company  of  Day- 
ton. Feeling  the  need  of  a  more  thorough  educa- 
tion, he  entered  the  Ohio  Medical  College,  at  Cin- 
cinnati, from  which  he  w?s  graduated  in  1876. 

December  20,  1876,  the  Doctor  married  Miss 
Fannie  C,  daughter  of  Zenos  H.  Wright,  and  a 
native  of  Fairfield,  Ohio.  Their  famil}^  consists 
of  four  children:  Arthur  L.,  Zenos  A.,  Daphne  S. 
and  Marguerite  Genevieve.  The  Doctor  has  been 
surgeon  for  the  Michigan  Central  Railroad,  and  is 
attendant  physician  for  the  Knights  of  the  Macca- 
bees. Socially  he  is  a  Knight-Templar  Mason;  a 
member  of  W.  B.  Hazen  Post,  No.  370,  G.  A.  R., 
of  which  he  is  Commander;  Post  Prelate  in  the 
order  of  Knights  of  Pythias;  has  passed  all  the 
chairs  in  the  Independent  Order  of  Odd  Fellows, 
being  also  connected  with  the  Daughters  of  Re- 
bekah;  and  is  Commandery  Physician  of  Woods 
Commanderv  No.  93,  Order  of  United  Friends. 


FRANK  J.  HUNTOON.  Among  the  enter- 
prises projected  for  the  advancement  of 
the  section  of  country  immediately  sur- 
rounding Manistee  Lake,  there  is  perhaps  none 
more  worthy  of  special  consideration  than  the 
Manistee,  Filer  City  &  Eastlake  Railroad.  Since 
it§  Qompletion,  in  Maroli,  1693,  it  h^s  b^eo  ip  gon- 
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stant  operation,  giving  employment  to  twenty- 
seven  men.  The  road  is  well  equipped  with  the 
general  electric  sj^stem,  having  twelve  electric  and 
eight  trailing  cars,  besides  a  sweeper.  The  power- 
house, situated  on  Vine  Street,  Manistee,  is  fitted 
out  with  two  Ide  engines  of  one  hundred  and  fifty 
horse-power  each,  and  which  were  manufactured 
in  Springfield,  111.  The  track  is  laid  to  Eastlake 
and  Filer  City,  five  and  one-half  miles  upon  either 
side,  these  two  points  being  less  than  two  miles 
apart  across  the  lake.  The  main  office  of  the  com- 
pany is  at  No.  411  River  Street,  Manistee,  and  the 
officers  are  George  A.  Hart,  President  and  General 
Manager;  M.  L.  Martin,  Secretary;  and  F.  J.  Hun- 
toon,  Superintendent. 

The  gentleman  last  named,  who  is  the  subject  of 
this  notice,  was  born  in  Victor,  Poweshiek  County, 
Iowa,  August  2S,  1870,  and  is  the  son  of  John  N. 
Huntoon,  a  commercial  traveler.  His  boyhood 
days  were  principally  passed  in  Rock  Island,  III., 
and  he  was  graduated  from  the  schools  of  that 
place  in  1884.  He  then  obtained  a  position  on 
construction  work  with  the  Chicago,  Kansas  & 
Nebraska  Railroad,  in  whose  employ  he  remained 
for  two  years.  Later  he  was  similarly  engaged 
with  the  Illinois  Valley  &  Northern  Railroad  at 
Spring  Valley,  111.  Returning  to  Rock  Island,  he 
secured  a  position  in  the  office  of  the  Rock  Island 
Carriage  Company,  and  afterward  was  one  of 
the  delivering  forces  for  the  United  States  Express 
Company. 

Going  to  Davenport,  Mr.  Huntoon  entered  the 
service  of  the  Davenport  Electric  Railway,  Power 
and  Light  Company,  with  which  he  remained  about 
one  year.  At  first  he  was  employed  at  general 
office  work,  but  through  successive  promotions 
became  Assistant  Su[)erintendent,  by  which  means 
he  became  familiar  with  the  business  in  all  its 
branches.  This  companj'  being  consolidated  with 
an  opposing  company,  he  was  again  placed  in  the 
office  of  Assistant  Superintendent,  which  he  held 
for  one  year.  On  retiring  from  that  position  he 
went  to  Cheyenne,  Wyo,^  and  engaged  for  the 
Government  in  a  pack  train  at  Camp  Carlin,  for 
at  that  time  pack  trains  were  fitted  out  for  the 
purpose  of  supplying  the  frontier  points. 
At  tUe  expiration  of  nine  months,  Mr,  Huntoon 


came  to  Manistee,  being  offered  his  present  posi- 
tion by  Mr.  Hart,  the  General  Manager,  to  whom 
he  had  been  highly  recommended  by  R.  S.  Ives,  a 
warm  personal  friend  of  Mr.  Huntoon,  and  who 
had  been  associated  with  him  at  Davenport,  and 
later  had  been  Superintendent  of  the  Manistee, 
Filer  City  &  Eastlake  Road  during  its  construc- 
tion. November  17,  1893,  our  subject  took  charge 
of  the  road,  to  which  he  has  since  given  his  entire 
attention,  his  hours  of  labor  being  from  fourteen 
to  sixteen  per  day.  As  the  result  of  his  careful 
oversight,  the  facilities  of  the  road  have  been  in- 
creased, and  it  is  now  in  perfect  working  order. 
Since  coming  to  Manistee,  he  has  become  a  Mason, 
in  which  order  he  takes  considerable  interest. 
Though  interested  in  all  public  measures,  the  de- 
mands of  his  position  are  such  as  to  leave  him  lit- 
tle opportunity  for  active  participation  in  public 
affairs. 


=j^i& 


JOHN  C.  McGOWAN.  There  are  few  people 
residing  m  the  vicinity  of  West  Branch  to 
whom  this  gentleman  is  not  personally  known. 
He  arrived  in  this  city  on  the  2d  of  October, 
1880.  and  at  once  opened  a  hardware  store,  invest- 
ing his  capital  of  $250  in  a  stock  of  goods.  From 
the  first  success  attended  his  efforts,  and  his  indus- 
try received  the  reward  which  was  its  just  due. 
His  was  the  first  hardware  store  in  the  village,  and 
he  is  now  the  oldest  hardware  merchant  in  Ogemaw 
County.  The  store  of  which  he  is  the  proprietor 
is  a  large  structure,  one  hundred  and  thirty  feet 
deep,  and  is  stocked  with  a  full  assortment  of  hard- 
ware, tinware,  agricultural  implements,  and  other 
articles  usually  found  in  an  establishment  of  this 
kind. 

To  Mr.  McGowan  additional  credit  is  due  from 
the  fact  of  his  loyal  service  in  behalf  of  the  Union. 
His  patriotic  spirit  was  aroused  by  the  attempted 
rebellion  of  the  Confederacy,  and  soon  after  the 
opening  of  the  Civil  War  he  enlisted  to  defend, 
with  his  life  if  need  be,  the  honor  of  the  Old  Flag. 
He  enlisted  in  April,  1861,  and  on  the  2d  of  May 
was  niwstere^  into  seryice  ^s  i^  menib^r  of  Company 
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C,  First  Vermont  Infantry.  After  a  faithful  serv- 
ice of  four  months,  the  regulars  were  discliarged, 
and  he  returned  to  his  home.  He  is  now  a  member 
of  the  Grand  Army  of  the  Republic,  being  identi- 
fied  with  W.  B.  Hazen  Post  No.  371. 

The  McGowan  family  originated  in  Scotland, 
where  the  paternal  grandfather  of  our  subject  was 
born.  John  C.  and  Sarah  A.  (Buckle3^)  McGowan, 
parents  of  our  subject,  were  residents  of  Vermont 
where  the  latter  died.  The  father  afterward  came 
to  West  Branch  and  spent  the  balance  of  his  days 
with  John  C,  dying  at  his  home  in  1889,  at  the  age 
of  eight^^-eight.  His  occupation  was  that  of  a 
clothier,  at  which  he  worked  industriously,  but  nev- 
er became  well-to-do.  Politically  he  was  a  stanch 
Democrat,  and  in  his  social  connections  was  identi- 
fied with  the  Masonic  fraternity. 

In  the  parental  family  there  were  six  children 
who  arrived  at  years  of  maturity.  Charles,  the 
eldest,  has  at  different  times  been  engaged  as  a 
farmer,  merchant  and  tanner;  he  is  now  a  resident 
of  Richford,  Vt,  Erastus  H.,  a  farmer,  lives  in  West 
Branch.  George  W.,  who  was  formerl}^  a  hardware 
merchant,  makes  his  home  in  St.  Albans,  Vt.  01- 
cott  S.,  who  is  engaged  in  agricultural  pursuits,  is 
a  resident  of  Fairfax,  Mich.  William  B.  is  a  den- 
tist in  Montreal,  Canada.  John  C.  is  the  youngest 
of  the  family. 

Born  in  Fairfield,  Vt.,  August  1,  1838,  our  sub- 
ject was  reared  to  manhood  in  the  Green  Mountain 
State.  In  boyhood  he  had  no  educational  advan- 
tages, as  he  was  early  obliged  to  earn  his  own  live- 
lihood. At  the  age  of  twelve  years  he  went  to  St. 
Albans,  where  for  eight  months  he  worked  in  a 
printing-office.  His  employers  failing,  he  was 
forced  to  turn  elsewhere  for  work.  He  then  began 
to  learn  the  trade  of  a  tinner,  and  on  the  comple- 
tion of  his  apprenticeship  continued  in  the  occupa- 
tion, being  thus  engaged  until  his  removal  to  Mich- 
igan. He  made  considerable  money,  but  was  un- 
fortunate in  his  investments,  and  lost  the  most  of 
his  property,  so  that  on  coming  to  Michigan  he  had 
very  little  with  which  to  start  in  business. 

Politically  our  subject  is  an  advocate  of  Demo- 
cratic doctrines,  believing  that  the  platform  of  his 
party  contains  the  principles  most  conducive  to  the 
prosperity   of  our  country.     For  a  time  he  filled 


the  position  of  School  Moderator,  and  he  has  also 
served  as  Town  Treasurer,  member  of  the  Council 
and  Judge  of  the  Probate  Court.  His  social  con- 
nections are  with  the  Knights  of  the  Maccabees. 
He  occupies  a  handsome  residence,  one  of  the  best 
in  the  county,  in  addition  to  which  he  owns  several 
business  blocks  in  West  Branch,  including  that  in 
which  his  store  is  located. 

The  lady  who  presides  over  the  pleasant  home  of 
Mr.  McGowan  and  with  whom  he  was  united  in 
marriage  in  Massachusetts,  bore  the  maiden  name 
of  Mary  Hyde  and  was  born  in  Canada.  They  are 
the  parents  of  six  children,  named  as  follows:  Ed- 
ward H.;  Lilah,  wife  of  R.  C.  Winslow,  of  West 
Branch;  John  C,  Jennie,  William  and  Irvia.  The 
sons  and  daughters  have  been  given  excellent  edu- 
cational advantages,  and  under  the  judicious  train- 
ing of  their  parents  have  been  fitted  to  occupy 
positions  of  honor  and  prominence  in  the  business 
and  social  world. 


<f^ 


<n^  LVAH  G.  SMITH,  a  leading  young  attor- 
/ — \  ney  of  Lake  City,  has  been  located  here 
since  the  spring  of  1891,  and  the  follow- 
ing year  was  elected  to  the  position  of  Prosecuting 
Attorney,  w^iich  oflfice  he  is  filling  most  acceptabl}^ 
to  all  concerned.  Besides  holding  that  oflfice  he  is 
also  Circuit  Court  Commissioner.  As  a  lawyer  he 
possesses  marked  ability  and  enjoys  a  lucrative 
practice. 

The  parents  of  the  foregoing  gentleman  were 
Edward  O.  and  Sarah  C.  (Paine)  Smith,  the  former 
a  native  of  New  York,  of  Scotch-Irish  descent, 
and  the  latter  born  in  Penns3^1vania.  In  the 
early  part  of  his  life,  Edward  Smith  followed  the 
trade  of  dyeing  and  cloth-dressing,  but  in  1837  he 
came  to  Michigan  and  located  a  farm  in  Eaton 
Count}^  There  he  continued  to  reside  until  1864, 
when  he  took  up  his  abode  in  Lyons  Township, 
Ionia  County,  where  he  also  engaged  in  farming. 
His  death  occurred  on  the  4th  of  July,  1889,  when 
he  had  almost  reached  fourscore  vears.     His  wife 
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is  still  living.  Edward  Smith  was  previously  mar- 
ried, his  first  wife  being  Miss  Anna  Carpenter,  who 
bore  him  a  son,  James  E.,  who  is  deceased.  Alvah 
G.  is  the  onh^  child  of  the  second  union.  Relig- 
iously Edward  Smith  was  a  member  of  the  Chris- 
tian Church,  while  his  wife  inclined  to  the  Baptist 
faith. 

Our  subject  was  born  in  Sunfield  Township, 
Eaton  County,  this  state,  March  14,  1862.  From 
the  time  he  was  two  and  a-half  years  old  he  was 
brought  up  in  Lyons  Township,  Ionia  County, 
there  receiving  his  early  education.  Subsequently 
he  attended  the  schools  of  Portland,  after  which, 
go'ng  to  the  University  of  Michigan,  he  located  at 
Ann  Arbor  and  pursued  a  course  of  study  in  the 
law  department.  He  was  graduated  in  1889  and 
was  admitted  to  the  Bar  the  following  year. 

On  commencing  the  practice  of  his  chosen  pro- 
fession, Mr.  Smith  located  at  Stanton,  Montcalm 
County,  this  state,  and  was  there  for  about  a  year, 
in  partnership  with  N.  J.  Brown.  April  8,  1891, 
he  came  to  Lake  City,  as  he  believed  there  were 
better  opportunities  for  a  young  man  of  merit  to 
succeed  in  this  energetic  place.  The  wisdom  of 
his  decision  has  been  shown  by  the  large  clientage 
and  fine  practice  he  is  now  in  possession  of.  Fra- 
ternally Mr.  Smith  is  a  member  of  the  Masonic 
order  and  is  also  connected  with  the  Maccabees. 

May  21,  1881,  Mr.  Smith  was  united  in  marriage 
with  Miss  Ada  M.,  daughter  of  William  and  Jean- 
nette  (Young)  Willett.  Of  this  union  tw^o  sons 
and  a  daughter  have  been  born,  namely:  Edward 
O.;  William  II.,  who  died  in  infancy;  and  Sarah  C. 
Mr.  and  Mrs.  Smith  are  members  of  the  Presbj^te- 
rian  Church,  and  have  a  host  of  sincere  friends  in 
this  community,  whom  they  delight  in  entertain- 
ing in  their  hospitable  and  pleasant  home. 

The  paternal  grandfather  of  Mr.  Smith,  Edward 
Smith,  was  a  native  of  County  Cavan,  Ireland, 
but  was  of  Scotch  descent.  He  came  to  the  United 
States  prior  to  the  War  of  1812  and  took  part  in 
that  struggle.  Subsequently  he  removed  to  Sara- 
toga County,  N.  J.,  where  he  became  the  owner  of 
a  sawmill.  His  death  occurred  in  that  county  at 
a  good  old  age,  and  his  wife  was  over  ninety  at  the 
time  of  her  demise.  They  reared  a  family  of  seven 
children.  Roswell  E.  Paine,  the  maternal  grand- 
18 


father  of  our  subject,  was  a  native  of  Pennsylva- 
nia and  of  French  descent.  He  was  a  farmer  by 
occupation.  He  also  reached  a  good  old  age,  be- 
ing nearly  ninety  years  old  at  the  time  of  his 
death,  and  his  wife  died  about  one  week  before. 
They  were  both  members  of  the  Baptist  Church. 


r^  EORGE  L.  HILLIKER.  This  influential 
^  T  representative  of  the  legal  fraternity  of 
Manistee  was  born  in  North  Amherst,  Lo- 
rain County,  Ohio,  November  6, 1859.  Until  elev- 
en years  of  age  he  lived  in  Wellington,  the  same 
countj^,  but  then  accompanied  the  family  to  Col- 
umbus, where  the  three  ensuing  years  were  spent. 
Between  the  years  of  fourteen  and  twenty-one,  he 
was  a  resident  of  Xenia,  where  his  father,  Jacob  L., 
followed  the  business  of  a  contractor.  He  was  em- 
ployed in  a  plan ing-m ill,  also  in  a  sash  and  door 
factoiy,  by  which  means  he  gained  familiarity 
with  the  details  of  that  work. 

The  education  of  our  subject,  carried  on  in  the 
high  school  at  Columbus,  was  afterward  conducted 
for  two  terms  in  Antioch  College  and  the  semin- 
ary at  Xenia.  He  took  a  special  course  of  one 
year  in  the  literary  department  of  the  State  Uni- 
versity of  Michigan  at  Ann  Arbor  with  reference 
to  the  study  of  law.  Soon  afterward  he  began  his 
reading  of  law,  which  he  continued  until  his  grad- 
uation in  1884.  At  the  time  he  was  there,  the 
illustrious  Judge  Cooley  was  the  dean  of  the  law 
school.  On  completing  his  law  studies  he  was  ad- 
mitted to  the  Bar  at  Ann  Arbor  and  to  practice 
before  the  Supreme  Court. 

Opening  an  office  at  Luther,  Lake  County,  Mich., 
in  May,  1884,  Mr.  Hilliker  at  once  began  actively 
the  work  of  establishing  a  clientage  and  building 
up  his  profession.  In  February,  1885,  he  came  to 
Manistee,  and  for  a  year  had  as  law  partner  S.  W. 
Fowler,  lately  deceased.  However,  like  many  other 
young  lawyers,  he  found  it  extremely  difficult  to 
secure  the  desired  start.     In  order  to  assist  in  his 
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support  while  building  up  a  practice,  he  was 
obliged  to  have  recourse  to  other  work,  and  ac- 
cordingly learned  to  make  salt  barrels.  He  secured 
a  divorce  for  one  of  the  coopers,  and  although  they 
were  usually  exclusive,  tliis  man  was  willing  to 
teach  him  the  trade  and  he  was  glad  to  learn.  For 
months  he  had  a  hard  struggle.  Circumstances 
were  adverse  and  the  path  to  success  seemed  dark. 
Unable  to  secure  practice  or  work  of  any  kind  at 
Manistee,  he  went  to  Ludington,  but  there  dis- 
appointment awaited  him.  It  was  impossible  to  se- 
cure work,  and  so  he  was  obliged  to  return  to 
Manistee.  He  walked  to  this  place,  with  nothing 
to  eat  during  the  entire  journey,  and  with  only 
money  enough  to  get  one  meal  on  his  return.  The 
only  employment  he  was  able  to  secure  was  that 
of  a  manufacturer  of  salt  barrels,  and  m  this  he 
became  an  expert,  having  made  as  many  as  seven- 
ty barrels  in  one  day.  For  these  he  received  five 
cents  apiece.  At  first  he  could  make  but  twenty 
or  twenty- five  a  day,  and  even  after  he  became  an 
expert  the  limit  was  usually  fifty  daily. 

In  this  way  Mr.  Hilliker  was  employed  for  one 
and  one-third  years.  In  the  latter  part  of  Janu- 
ary, 1887,  he  :3ecured  a  clerkship  in  the  office  of 
Ramsdell  6z  Benedict,  attorneys,  with  whom  he  re- 
mained for  four  years,  meantime  becoming  famil- 
iar with  all  the  details  of  office  work.  He  was  also 
a  stenographer,  and  his  services  were  therefore  very 
valuable.  Four  years  after  entering  the  employ 
of  the  firm,  he  was  taken  into  partnership,  the  title 
being  changed  to  Ramsdell,  Benedict  &  Hilliker. 
One  year  later  Mr.  Ramsdell  retired  from  active 
practice,  and  the  partnership  was  dissolved.  In 
1892  Mr.  Hilliker  opened  an  office  alone,  and  has 
since  conducted  successfully  a  general  practice,  ex- 
tending into  all  the  courts. 

The  political  belief  of  Mr.  Hilliker  brings  him 
into  active  sympathy  with  the  Democratic  party. 
For  one  j-ear  he  served  as  City  Attorney,  and  in 
1894  he  was  the  Democratic  nominee  for  Probate 
Judge,  but  was  defeated.  He  has  appeared  before 
the  Supreme  Court  in  a  case  relating  to  an  impor- 
tant marital  matter  interesting  to  Manistee  people. 
Where  a  new  question  was  involved  he  made  a 
strong  argument  before  the  Supreme  Court  advo- 
cating the  ability  of  a  divorced  husband  to  testify 


in  a  case  for  criminal  conversation  where  the  late 
wife  was  concerned,  but  did  not  wholly  succeed  in 
convincing  the  honorable  court  of  the  justice  of 
his  position. 

On  the  31st  of  March,  1882,  Mr.  Hilliker  married 
Miss  Minnie  A.  LeVan,  of  Ann  Arbor,  and  they 
are  the  parents  of  two  daughters,  Nellie  Belle  and 
Helen  Elizabeth.  They  are  members  of  the  Uni- 
tarian Church  in  religious  connections.  Socially 
he  is  identified  with  the  order  of  Elks.  He  is  a 
gentleman  of  decided  ability,  one  who  after  a  long 
struggle  against  adversities  has  succeeded  in  gain- 
ing a  firm  foothold  and  is  on  the  road  to  flattering 
success. 


^^ 


/"^HARLES  A.  CLINE,  County  Treasurer  of 
^  y  Ogemaw  County,  and  one  of  the  leading 
business  men  of  West  Branch,  settled  in 
this  city  in  December,  1882,  since  wliich  time  he 
has  been  engaged  in  the  manufacture  of  lumber. 
In  the  management  of  his  extensive  business  in- 
terests he  has  been  exact,  systematic,  energetic  and 
shrewd,  and  while  he  started  out  without  capital, 
he  has  nevertheless  succeeded  in  obtaining  a  posi- 
tion among  the  substantial  and  prosperous  citizens 
of  this  part  of  the  state. 

The  family  of  which  our  subject  is  a  member 
originated  in  Germany,  where  his  grandfather, 
John  Cline,  was  born  and  reared.  On  emigrating 
to  this  country  he  settled  in  Pennsylvania,  where 
his  remaining  years  were  passed.  He  was  loyal  to 
the  interests  of  his  adopted  country,  and  took  part 
in  the  War  of  1812,  rendering  valiant  service  in 
behalf  of  the  United  States.  Charles  A.,  of  this 
sketch,  was  born  in  Holmes  County,  Ohio,  August 
14,  1849,  and  is  a  son  of  Charles  S.  and  Elizabeth 
(Rizer)  Cline,  natives  of  Philadelphia. 

The  father  of  our  subject  was  reared  in  the  city 
of  his  birth,  and  at  an  early  age  learned  the  trade 
of  a  stone-mason,  which  he  followed  for  some 
years.     When  a  young  man  he  removed  westward 
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to  Ohio,  and  was  there  employed  as  a  stone-mason. 
Later,  however,  he  settled  upon  a  farm,  and  en- 
gaged in  tilling  the  soil  of  the  one  hundred  and 
ten  acres  comprising  the  place.  During  the  period 
of  his  residence  in  Holmes  County,  he  served  for 
eight  years  as  Auditor.  Politically  he  was  in  ear- 
ly life  a  Democrat,  but  the  outbreak  of  the  Rebell- 
ion causeti  a  cliange  in  his  sentiments,  and  he  ever 
afterward  was  a  pronounced  Republican. 

Disposing  of  his  interests  in  Ohio  in  1865.  Mr. 
Cline  came  to  Michigan  and  settled  near  St.  John's, 
in  Clinton  County,  where  he  engaged  in  the  man- 
ufacture of  lumber.  This  he  continued  until  fail- 
ing eyesight,  which  finally  resulted  in  total  blind- 
ness, caused  him  to  retire  from  business.  His  clos- 
ing years  were  quietly  passed  at  his  home  in  Shi- 
awassee County,  and  there  he  died  in  April,  1884, 
at  a  good  old  age,  having  been  born  May  16, 1808. 
His  wife,  who  was  born  May  30, 1809,  passed  from 
earth  in  April,  1893. 

The  family  of  Charles  S.  Cline  consisted  of  five 
children,  concerning  whom  we  note  the  following: 
Mary,  Mrs.  Jacob  Close,  died  in  Holmes  County, 
Ohio;  Elizabeth  married  C.  M.  Russell,  and  resides 
in  Clinton  County,  Mich.;  Sophia,  Mrs.  M.  R.  Rus- 
sell, died  in  Clinton  County  in  1893;  Charles  A. 
IS  the  only  son;  and  Florence  I.,  wife  of  W.  C.  Stiff, 
lives  in  Burton,  Mich.  C'harles  A.  was  reared  on 
a  farm  in  Holmes  County,  and  in  boyhood  al- 
ternated work  on  the  old  homestead  with  attend- 
ance at  the  neighboring  schools.  In  1865,  at  the 
age  of  sixteen  years,  he  accompanied  the  other 
members  of  the  family  to  Michigan,  where  he  at 
once  began  lumbering.  In  1867,  with  his  father, 
he  embarked  in  that  business  in  Gratiot  County, 
where  the  four  ensuing  years  were  spent.  From 
there  he  went  to  Burton,  Shiawassee  County,  where 
he  engaged  in  business  for  ten  years. 

In  1881  Mr.  Cline  went  to  Arenac  County,  and 
with  others  erected  a  mill,  which  he  operated  for 
a  year.  As  already  stated,  he  came  to  West 
Branch  in  1882,  and  erected  a  mill,  which  he  has 
since  conducted.  In  1885  the  capacity  of  the  mill 
was  increased  to  forty  thousand  feet  daily,  and  it 
is  now  one  of  the  largest  and  best  equipped  in  the 
county.  The  success  of  the  enterprise  is  due  whol- 
ly to  the  determination  and  indefatigable  energy 


of  the  owner,  who  is  one  of  the  most  capable  and 
efficient  business  men  in  this  section. 

The  marriage  of  Mr.  Cline  took  place  in  October, 
1871,  his  wife  being  Emma  R.,  daughter  of  Dr. 
Daniel  D.  Higbee,  formerly  of  Burton,  now  of 
West  Branch.  Two  children  bless  their  union. 
The  only  son,  Charles  A.,  is  a  talented  musician, 
having  a  natural  genius  for  music,  and  led  a  brass 
band  when  only  eleven  years  old.  He  received  in- 
juries that  affected  his  eyes  to  such  an  extent  that 
he  is  unable  to  pursue  a  collegiate  course.  The 
daughter,  Caroline  B.,  was  graduated  from  the 
high  school  at  West  Branch  in  1891,  and  in  1893 
was  graduated  at  Saginaw.  In  1894  she  entered 
the  University  of  Michigan,  where  she  has  since 
been  a  student. 

The  political  views  of  Mr.  Cline  have  led  him 
to  ally  himself  with  the  Republican  party,  and  he 
is  one  of  the  local  leaders  of  that  organization. 
Frequently  he  has  been  chosen  by  his  fellow-citi- 
zens to  serve  in  some  office  of  trust  and  honor,  and 
in  1894  was  elected  to  the  position  he  now  holds, 
that  of  County  Treasurer.  As  an  official,  he  is 
discreet,  judicious  and^  irreproachable,  and  merits 
the  praise  of  all  good  citizens  for  the  able  manner 
in  which  he  discharges  the  duties  of  his  present 
position.  Socially  he  is  a  Knight-Templar  Mason, 
and  holds  the  position  of  Past  Master  of  West 
Branch  Lodge  No.  376,  A.  F.  &  A.  M.  March  11, 
1894,  he  was  elected  Village  President. 
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WILLIAM  J.  MOREY,  the  oldest  living 
settler  of  Missaukee  County,  is  one  of 
the  wealthiest  and  best  representatives 
of  the  county.  He  owns  a  beautiful  home  fifteen 
miles  from  Lake  City,  and  situated  on  a  farm  which 
comprises  seven  hundred  and  thirty-five  acres,  in 
addition  to  which  extensive  estate  the  proprietor 
owns  property  elsewhere. 

Christopher  Morey,  the  father  of  William  J.,  was 
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born  in  New  York  Slate,  and  lived  and  died  on 
the  old  homestead  near  Salem,  in  Washington  Coun- 
ty. He  was  about  fourscore  years  of  age  at  the 
time  of  his  demise.  His  wife,  whose  name  before 
her  marriage  was  Jane  Hutchen,  was  likewise  a  na- 
tive of  the  Empire  State,  and  preceded  him  to  the 
silent  land.  Jolin  Morey,  tlie  paternal  grandfather 
of  our  subject,  was  a  soldier  during  the  War  of  the 
Revolution,  and  served  under  De  Witt  Chnton. 
He  reached  a  good  old  age,  and  was  noted  for  his 
strength  and  fine  physique,  as  he  was  six  feet  five 
inches  in  height  and  proportionately  built.  He 
was  a  descendant  of  one  Elijah  Morey,  a  native  of 
France,  who  became  an  inhabitant  of  America  soon 
after  the  landing  of  the  Pilgrims. 

William  Hutchen,  the  father  of  Mrs.  Jane  Morey, 
was  a  son  of  Charles  Hutchen,  who  was  Captain  of 
a  militia  company  in  Revolutionary  days,  and 
who  was  of  Highland  Scotch  descent.  He  died 
when  well  advanced  in  years,  in  Greenwich,  N.  Y. 
His  name  was  originally  spelled  Hutchinson,  but 
his  son  William  shortened  the  orthography  to 
Hutchen.  Mathew,  a  brother  of  Christopher  Morey. 
was  a  soldier  in  the  War  of  1812. 

William  J.  More\'  is  one  of  three  children,  two 
sons  and  a  daughter.  The  latter,  Sarah,  who  was 
the  eldest  of  the  family,  became  the  wife  of  Hugh 
Kays,  of  Van  Buren  County,  this  state.  Mathew 
C,  the  youngest,  is  deceased.  The  birth  of  our 
subject  occurred  in  Salem,  Washington  County, 
N.  Y.,  September  26,  1839.  His  boyhood  years 
were  passed  on  the  old  homestead,  which  was 
owned  by  his  father,  and  there  he  became  acquaint- 
ed with  the  many  and  varied  departments  pertain- 
ing to  the  management  of  the  farm.  He  received 
his  primary  education  in  the  district  schools,  and 
has  supplemented  the  same  by  general  reading  and 
observation. 

In  1867  Mr.  Morey  came  to  try  his  fortunes  in 
Michigan,  and  believing  in  the  future  in  store  for 
the  new  count}^  of  Missaukee,  located  on  a  farm, 
and  for  nearly  three  decades  has  made  his  home  on 
the  land  which  he  then  took  up  and  to  which  he 
has  gradually  added  surrounding  tracts,  until  his 
domains  comprise  a  large  section  of  the  best  land 
in  the  township.  The  prosperity  which  he  has 
achieved  is  owing  entirely  to  his  own  industrious 


and  persevering  efforts,  united  with  his  good  busi- 
ness judgment  and  foresight. 

Mr.  Morey  was  united  in  marriage  with  Emma 
R.  Cischco,  a  daughter  of  Lee  Cischco,  her  mother's 
maiden  name  having  been  Prior.  Mr.  Morey  uses 
his  right  of  franchise  in  favor  of  the  Democratic 
party,  but  has  never  aspired  to  official  distinction, 
as  he  finds  his  time  fully  occupied  in  looking  after 
his  large  farm  and  other  business  interests. 


JOHN  C.  GAUNTLETT,  M.  D.,  has  but  re- 
cently located  at  Elk  Rapids,  whither  his  rep- 
utation as  an  able  physician  preceded  him. 
For  the  past  six  years  he  has  been  engaged 
in  practice  in  the  neighboring  town  of  Williams- 
burg, but  believing  that  this  city  would  prove  a 
better  field  for  his  enterprising  qualities  he  has 
decided  to  make  this  his  permanent  home.  He 
brings  to  his  chosen  profession  a  natural  ability 
and  adaptation  which  have  been  fostered  and  sup- 
plemented by  years  of  careful  preparation  and 
study,  and  the  success  which  he  has  thus  far  met 
has  been  due  to  these  causes. 

The  Doctor's  father,  James  Gauntlett,  was  born 
in  the  city  of  London,  England,  and  left  his  na- 
tive land  about  1847.  He  was  one  of  the  early 
settlers  of  Washtenaw  County,  Mich.,  and  is  now 
a  resident  of  Milan.  His  faithful  and  devoted 
wife,  whose  maiden  name  was  Lottie  Clark,  was 
born  in  Michigan,  and  their  marriage  was  celebra- 
ted in  1859.  They  have  three  sons  and  a  daugh- 
ter, namely:  Jennie,  John  C,  Elon  and  James  W. 
Dr.  J,  C.  Gauntlett  was  born  in  the  village  of 
York,  Washtenaw  County,  Mich.,  May  20,  1864. 
He  was  given  the  advantages  of  a  common  and 
high  school  education,  after  which  he  determined 
to  adopt  the  medical  profession,  as  he  had  a  nat- 
ural inclination  in  that  direction.  Going  to  Ann 
Arbor,  he  was  enrolled  as  a  student  in  the  medical 
department  of  the  State  University,  and  was  duly 
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graduated  from  that  well  known  institution  in 
1887,  receiving  the  degree  of  Doctor  of  Medicine. 

Soon  after  his  graduation  our  subject  went  to 
Walton,  Harvey  County,  Kan.,  and  engaged  in  act- 
ive practice  alone.  From  the  beginning  he  was 
quite  successful,  and  continued  to  reside  in  that 
western  town  for  sixteen  months.  His  inclination 
then  led  him  back  to  his  native  state,  and  he  loca- 
ted at  Williamsburg,  where  he  built  up  a  good  prac- 
tice during  the  six  years  of  his  residence  there. 
December  12,  1894,  he  removed  to  this  city,  and 
is  rapidly  making  friends  in  all  circles.  In  man- 
ner he  is  courteous  and  companionable,  and  mer- 
its the  respect  which  is  freely  accorded  him. 

June  30, 1887,  Dr.  Gauntlett  married  Miss  Flora 
Forbes,  this  being  the  day  of  his  graduation  from 
college.  Mrs.  Gauntlett  is  a  native  of  Washtenaw 
County,  and  is  the  daughter  of  Byron  and  Alice 
(Rhodes)  Forbes.  Of  this  union  two  sons  have 
been  born,  named  Elon  and  Weir.  The  Doctor's 
people  are  members  of  the  Baptist  denomination, 
while  his  wife  is  identified  with  the  Methodist 
Episcopal  Church. 

Like  a  true  citizen  and  patriot,  Dr.  Gauntlett 
takes  interest  in  political  matters  and  attends  the 
conventions  of  his  party.  He  is  a  Republican,  and 
considered  somewhat  of  a  leader  in  local  councils. 
Fraternally  he  is  associated  with  the  Masonic  order 
and  the  Knights  of  the  Maccabees. 


-^ 


MYRON  H.  FRENCH,  of  M.  H.  French  & 
Co.,  bankers  at  West  Branch,  President 
of  the  Tawas  State  Savings  Bank  at  East 
Tawas,  and  President  of  the  French  Land  and 
Lumber  Company  at  Rose  City,  Ogemaw  County, 
was  born  in  Chautauqua  County,  N.  Y.,  November 
25,  1854,  and  is  a  son  of  Fredus  F.  and  Martha  M. 
(Yrooman  )  French.  His  boyhood  years  were  passed 
on  a  farm,  and  his  primary  education  was  obtained 


in  the  district  schools,  after  which  he  attended 
Westfield  Academy  for  two  years.  Upon  leaving 
that  institution  he  commenced  to  teach  school, 
which  profession  he  followed  for  two  years  in  his 
native  county.  He  then  entered  Phillips  Academy 
at  Andover,  Mass.,  graduating  therefrom  in  1875, 
with  the  honors  of  class  poet. 

Resuming  his  work  as  a  teacher,  Mr.  French  was 
thus  engaged  for  two  years  in  New  York  and 
Pennsylvania,  and  then,  having  determined  to 
enter  the  legal  profession,  he  became  a  student  in 
the  law  department  of  the  University  of  Michigan 
at  Ann  Arbor  in  1878,  graduating  with  the  Class 
of  '80.  He  was  admitted  to  the  Bar  in  Wash- 
tenaw County,  with  the  privilege  of  practicing  be- 
fore the  Supreme  Court  of  the  state  of  Michigan. 
For  one  year  he  practiced  law  at  Ann  Arbor,  after 
which  he  served  for  one  term  as  City  Recorder, 
being  the  only  successful  Republican  candidate  on 
the  ticket  at  the  time  of  his  election. 

In  the  fall  of  1882  Mr.  French  settled  at  West 
Branch,  where,  associated  with  W.  A.  Weeks,  he 
founded  the  Ogemaw  Times.  Being  pleased  with 
the  prospects  in  this  localitj^he  brought  his  family 
to  this  city  in  1883,  and  has  since  made  this  place 
his  home.  He  was  connected  with  the  paper  until 
July,  1884,  when  he  sold  his  interest  in  the  con- 
cern and,  associating  himself  with  J.  J.  Ellis,  estab- 
lished the  banking  business  of  Ellis  &  French  at 
West  Branch,  this  being  the  first  bank  in  the  place. 
After  the  death  of  Mr.  Ellis  in  1886,  he  took  into 
partnership  his  brother,  F.  F.  French,  and  the  busi- 
ness has  since  been  conducted  under  the  firm  name 
of  M.  H,  French  &  Co. 

Believing  that  there  was  a  good  opening  for  a 
bank  at  East  Tawas,  the  firm  of  M.  H.  French  & 
Co.  organized  the  Tawas  State  Savings  Bank,  with 
a  capital  of  $25,000.  Of  this  institution  our  sub- 
ject has  since  been  President,  and  his  brother,  Fre- 
mont F,,  Cashier.  As  a  financial  venture  it  has 
proved  a  success,  and  there  is  now  a  surplus  of 
$3,000.  When  F.  F.  French  accepted  the  position 
of  Cashier  in  the  institution,  he  was  succeeded  in 
the  bank  at  West  Branch  by  W.  P.  Hayes,  a 
brother-in-law,  who  has  since  been  Cashier. 

The  French  Land  and  Lumber  Company  was 
organized  September   11,  1892,  with  a  capital  of 
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$100,000,  of  which  sixty  per  cent,  is  paid  up.  They 
are  the  owners  of  the  mills  at  Rose  City  and  sev- 
enteen thousand  acres  of  land, and  are  meeting 
with  gratifying  success  in  the  enterprise.  Aside 
from  his  other  interests,  Mr.  French  owns  the 
Peach  Lake  Stock  Farm  near  West  Branch,  on 
which  six  or  eight  men  are  employed, and  which 
is  a  well  improved  and  valuable  place.  Among 
his  other  possessions  are  the  Opera  House,  a  num- 
ber of  business  blocks  and  a  residence  in  West 
Branch. 

The  success  which  has  rewarded  the  efforts  of 
Mr.  French  is  especially  remarkable  when  we  con- 
sider that  at  the  time  of  coming  to  West  Branch 
his  entire  capital  did  not  amount  to  $500.  Nor 
had  he,  by  previous  experience,  gained  that  knowl- 
edge of  business  which  is  often  more  valuable 
than  money.  Notwithstanding  his  inexperience 
and  his  lack  of  capital,  he  achieved  a  success  that 
entitles  him  to  a  position  among  the  moneyed  men 
of  Michigan.  He  is  a  man  of  versatile  ability,  one 
who  can  tell  with  equal  accuracy  the  value  of  a 
horse,  a  tract  of  real  estate, a  manufacturing  plant, 
stocks  and  money  securities.  His  business  integ- 
rity is  above  question.  He  is  progressive  in  his 
ideas,  and  stands  ready  at  all  times  to  assist  public 
enterprises  that  are  worthy,  and  that  will  advance 
the  interests  of  the  community  in  which  he  lives. 
His  private  affaii*s  demand  his  attention  so  closely 
that  he  has  little  time  for  public  matters,  but  when- 
ever possiI)le  he  has  rendered  such  official  service 
as  his  fellow-citizens  have  sought  from  him.  His 
advice  and  counsel  are  always  sought  by  the  pro- 
moters of  the  public  welfare. 

The  Republican  part}^  counts  Mr.  French  among 
its  stanch  supporters.  He  has  served  as  President 
of  the  village,  and  filled  the  office  of  County  Treas- 
urer for  one  term.  He  was  a  candidate  for  Con- 
gress before  the  convention  of  1894,  and  has  been 
Chairman  of  the  County  Central  Committee,  also 
served  as  delegate  to  the  State  Convention.  He  is 
a  member  of  the  Methodist  Episcopal  Church,  and 
for  eleven  years  has  filled  the  position  of  Sunday- 
school  Superintendent.  Socially  he  is  a  Thirty- 
second  Degree  Mason,  a  member  of  the  Mystic 
Shrine,  the  Knights  of  Pythias  and  the  Independ- 
ent Order  of  Odd  Fellows. 


The  marriage  of  Mr.  French,  in  1881,  united  him 
with  Miss  Delia  E.,  daughter  of  Albert  P.  Page,  a 
retired  farmer  of  Union  City,  Erie  County,  Pa., 
where  she  was  born.  They  are  the  parents  of 
three  sons.  Burr  J.,  Donald  Y.  and  Paul  P. 


^♦♦♦♦t 


p^^^^^ 


FREDUS  FRANKLIN  FRENCH  was  born 
in  Ontario  County,  N.  Y.,  July  20,  1822, 
and  is  the  son  of  Samuel  and  Naomi  (Ab- 
bott) French,  natives  of  Massachusetts,  where  the 
ancestors  resided  for  several  generations.  Samuel, 
who  was  a  son  of  Isaac  French,  served  for  a  short 
time  in  the  War  of  1812,  and  after  his  marriage  in 
Massachusetts  removed  westward  to  New  York, 
settling  in  Ontario  County.  In  the  spring  of  1825 
he  removed  to  Clyraer,  Chautauqua  County,  the 
same  state,  and  established  his  home  upon  an  un- 
improved farm,  in  the  midst  of  the  woods,  where 
but  few  settlers  had  penetrated.  While  his  trade 
was  that  of  a  stone-mason,  much  of  his  life  was 
devoted  to  farm  pursuits,  and  he  was  regarded  as 
one  of  the  industrious  and  enterprising  agricult- 
urists of  his  locality.  When  advanced  in  years 
he  removed  to  Wisconsin,  and  there  his  death  oc- 
curred at  the  age  of  eighty-six.  His  wife  died  at 
the  age  of  seventy-two. 

The  subject  of  this  sketch  was  one  of  eleven 
children,  of  whom  seven  attained  years  of  matur- 
ity, namely:  Samuel  Healy,  a  farmer,  who  resided 
for  many  years  at  Glendale,  Wis.,  and  died  in 
Ren  wick,  Iowa;  Hiram  A.,  who  was  an  agricultur- 
ist by  occupation,  and  was  killed  b^^  falling  in  a 
well;  William  R.,  also  an  agriculturist,  w^ho  died  in 
Pennsylvania;  Prescott,  who  died  in  Mauston,Wis.; 
Frediis  F.;  Cordelia,  who  married  Columbus  Ses- 
sions, and  died  near  Ripon,  Wis.;  and  Sarah  Sam- 
antha,  wife  of  B.  C.  Smith,  of  Elroy,  Wis. 

The  boyhood  years  of  our  subject  were  spent 
on  a  farm.  In  1850  he  married  Miss  Martha  Vroo- 
man,  who  was  born  in  Wyoming  County,  N.  Y., 
in  April,  1829,  being  a  daughter  of  Jacob   and 


PORTRAIT  AND   BIOGRAPHICAL   RECORD. 


457 


Hannah  (Drowden)  Yrooman,  natives  of  New  Eng- 
land. Her  grandfather  Vrooman  was  born  in  New 
York,  whither  his  father  had  emigrated  from  Hol- 
land. After  his  marriage  our  subject  made  his 
home  upon  a  farm  until  1883,  when  he  came  to 
West  Branch,  and  here  he  has  since  resided.  His 
life  occupation  has  been  that  of  agriculture,  and 
through  industry  and  economy  he  has  accumulated 
a  sufficient  amount  of  this  world's  goods  to  pro- 
vide every  comfort  for  his  declining  years. 

Unto  the  union  of  Mr.  and  Mrs.  French  were 
born  eight  children.  Lucian  E.,  the  eldest,  is  an 
express  messenger,  and  resides  in  Topeka,  Kan.; 
Ella  L.,  wife  of  S.  Eugene  Preble,  makes  her  home 
in  Erie  County,  Pa.;  Myron  H.  is  President  of  the 
banking  house  of  M.  H.  French  &  Co.,  at  West 
Branch;  Fremont  F,  is  Cashier  of  the  Tawas  State 
Savings  Bank  at  East  Tawas;  Flora  Belle,  wife  of 
Dr.  Clarence  F.  Cochran,  resides  in  Au  Train,  this 
state;  George  Grant  is  a  farmer,  living  in  West 
Branch;  Mary  Naomi  is  the  wife  of  William  Flynn, 
of  Tawas  City;  Maud  married  William  P.  Hayes, 
of  West  Branch.  In  politics  our  subject  is  a  Re- 
publican, and  while  a  resident  of  New  York  he 
held  various  local  positions,  the  duties  of  which  he 
discharged  with  credit  to  himself  and  to  the  satis- 
faction of  all  concerned.  He  and  his  wife  were 
formerly  identified  with  the  Baptist  Church,  but 
now  hold  membership  in  the  Methodist  Episcopal 
Church  of  West  Branch. 


l(§)^  d^h ^ 
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MRS,  M.  R.  DENNING,  who  for  the  past 
decade  or  more  has  been  an  esteemed  res- 
ident of  Manistee,  is  better  known  to  the 
world  as  Mrs.  Ann  Eliza  Young.  Her  life  history 
reads  more  like  a  romance  than  a  mere  recital  of 
cold  facts,  and  as  she  was  for  more  than  ten  years 
widely  known  as  a  lecturer  and  her  name  was  al- 


most a  household  word,  it  is  most  fitting  that  she 
be  given  a  place  among  the  representative  citizens 
of  this  county. 

Born  in  Nauvoo,  III.,  September  13,  1844,  Mrs. 
Denning  is  a  daughter  of  Chauncy  G.  and  Eliza  J. 
(Churchill)  Webb.    The  latter  were  reared  in  Mor- 
monism,  though  in  their  youth  the  system  did  not 
possess  the  objectionable   feature  of  plural  mar- 
riages, which  was  added  later.    When  their  daugh- 
ter, Ann  E.,  was  only  four  years  of  age,  the  par- 
ents removed  to  Utah.     There  Mrs.  Denning  was 
reared  and  educated  in  the  Mormon  faith,  her  early 
training  being  such  as  to  preclude -any  knowledge 
of  the  world's    way  of   living,  except    what   she 
gained  from  the  reading  of  occasional  books,  and 
rumors,  which  to  her  seemed  vague  and  unreal. 
She  was  taught  that  Mormon  ism  was  the  only  true 
religion,  and  only  through  it  could  eternal  salva- 
tion be  gained.     Her  parents  were  well  educated, 
and  took  great  interest  in  the  mental  development 
of  their  children.     Mrs.  Webb,  prior  to  her  mar- 
riage, was  a  teacher  m  Ohio.     The  father  by  trade 
is  a  carriage-maker,  and  built  the  first  residence  of 
any  pretension  in   Salt  Lake  City,  in  which  place 
he  still  resides.     The  mother  passed   away  at  the 
home  of  her  daughter  in  Manistee,  several  years 
ago.     Both  she  and  her  husband   were  natives  of 
New  York  State.     Their  son   Griswold  is  now  a 
resident  of  New  Mexico,  and  another  son,  Edward, 
lives  in  Utah. 

At  the  age  of  eighteen  years  Mrs.  Denning  be- 
came the  wife  of  James  L.  Dee,  who  was  a  Mor- 
mon in  religious  belief,  though  she  was  his  only 
wife.  He  was  a  typical  Englishman  by  birth,  edu- 
cation and  disposition,  one  of  the  kind  who  be- 
lieve that  woman  was  made  to  be  a  slave  of  her 
lord.  He  was  exacting  and  cruel,  and  at  the  end 
of  two  and  a-half  years  of  unhappiness  separation 
and  divorce  followed.  Two  children  were  born  of 
that  union,  namely:  Edward  W.,  whose  home  is 
now  in  New  Mexico;  and  Leonard  L.,  w^ho  died  in 
young  manhood.  About  two  and  a-half  years 
after  the  legal  separation  from  Mr.  Dee,  a  SQrcalled 
''spiritual"  ceremony  was  perfomed,  uniting  our 
subject  with  the  late  Brigham  Young  for  the  world 
to  come,  but  without  the  relations  of  husband  and 
wife.     The  wife  still  remained  an  inmate  of  the 
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parental  home,  and  lived  m  this  way  for  five  years. 

During  this  interval  Mrs.  Denning's  faith  in 
Mormonism  gradually  waned  until  she  stood  un- 
trammeled  by  its  shackles,  and  she  decided  to  be 
free  at  any  cost.  Accordingly,  at  the  risk  of  her 
life,  she  left  home  and  fled  to  the  Walker  House,  the 
gentde  hotel  of  Salt  Lake  City.  It  goes  without 
sa3ung  that  there  were  violent  opponents  of  Mor- 
monism and  polygamy  in  that  city,  and  the  j^oung 
woman  soon  formed  the  acquaintance  of  ministers, 
judges  and  lawyers,  who  were  all  anxious  and 
willing  to  aid  her.  She  passed  some  months  al- 
most in  seclusion  at  the  Walker  House,  during 
which  time  she  was  urged  by  her  friends  to  take 
the  lecture  field  against  the  odious  system.  Natur- 
ally timid  and  lacking  self-confidence,  she  refused 
at  first  to  consider  the  question,  but  when  the  moral 
phases  of  the  subject  were  urged  upon  lier,  and  the 
good  that  she  might  do  to  others,  she  at  last  con- 
sented. Her  course  caused  great  pain  to  her  fam- 
ily, who  were  still  under  the  bondage  of  Mormon- 
ism. In  later  years  a  bright  ray  of  sunshine  came 
across  her  life,  when  her  relined  and  lovable  mother 
abandoned  her  former  faith  and  came  to  be  the 
companion  of  the  once  '^wayward"  daughter. 

For  a  decade  the  lectures  of  Mrs.  Ann  Eliza 
Young,  with  her  scathing  denunciations  of  Mor- 
monism and  polygamy,  thrilled  the  people  of  the 
United  States  and  won  for  her  honorable  men- 
tion and  recognition  throughout  the  world.  Not- 
withstanding this  period  of  contact  with  the  pub- 
lic and  critical  audiences,  she  yet  possessed  her  nat- 
ural timidity  and  dislike  for  public  scrutin3\  She 
has  often  said  that  she  prosecuted  the  work  of  lec- 
turing from  an  intense  desire  to  educate  public 
opinion  against  the  system  of  Mormonism,  and  in 
order  to  open  an  easier  way  of  escape  for  other 
victims  of  its  cruelty.  While  desiring  no  public 
notice,  it  is  her  wish  that  if  any  must  be  given,  it 
shall  be  truthful,  as  newspaper  reports  rarely  are 
Through  press  misrepresentations  she  has  been  sub- 
jected to  much  prejudice,  though  she  gratefull}^ 
acknowledges  great  kindness  at  its  hands.  Hav- 
ing been  born  and  reared  in  Mormonism,  and  in 
no  way  responsible  for  her  belief,  it  has  been  some- 
what unpleasant  to  be  subjected  to  criticism,  as 
though  she  had  deliberately  and  voluntarily  placed 


herself  in  the  relation  she  sustained  to  the  system. 
After  she  had  lectured  for  a  time  and  become  bet- 
ter known,  confidence  and  respect  w^ere  accorded 
her  in  place  of  prejudice  and  opposition,  and  she 
was  cordially  received  into  the  best  homes  of  the 
country.  For  eight  months  of  each  year  dur- 
ing ten  years  she  lectured  on  the  platform,  hoping 
to  arouse  the  people  to  demand  legislation  which 
would  eradicate  the  foul  blot  upon  this  country's 
honor. 

After  her  years  of  persevering  and  arduous  toil 
in  behalf  of  her  convictions,  Mrs.  Young  was 
obliged  to  retire  from  the  lecture  platform  on  ac- 
count of  failing  health.  In  1883  she  was  mar- 
ried in  Lodi,  Ohio,  at  the  home  of  her  friends.  Dr. 
Elliott  and  wife,  to  M.  R.  Denning.  Of  late  years 
she  has  led  a  quiet  and  secluded  life,  honored  and 
respected  by  all  who  know  her. 

On  hearing  of  her  decline  from  the  faith,  Brig- 
ham  Young,  through  his  agent,  offered  his  erst- 
while ^'spiritual"  wife  a  house  and  $15,000  if  she 
would  abandon  her  scheme  of  exposing  the  faith, 
an  offer  which  she  indignantly  refused.  Failing 
in  this,  Mr.  Y^oung  assailed  her  character,  and  lib- 
erally bribed  lawyers  and  newspapers  to  contro- 
vert her  utterances  from  the  platform  and  asperse 
her  character,  but  to  no  purpose.  In  face  of  this 
violent  and  unmanly  opposition,  she  made  friends 
everywhere.  While  at  the  Walker  House  she  made 
the  acquaintance  of  Rev,  C.  C.  Stratton  (the  for- 
mer pastor  of  the  Methodist  Episcopal  Church  of 
Salt  Lake  City)  and  wife;  also  of  Governor  Wood 
and  Judge  McKean,  Chief  Justice,  all  of  whom 
took  special  interest  in  her  cause,  and  helped  her 
to  arrive  at  her  conclusion  to  sacrifice  herself  and 
her  own  inclinations  for  the  good  of  others.  In 
time,  churches  and  other  religious  and  civic  so- 
cieties solidly  enlisted  in  her  behalf. 

Probably  no  other  person  or  agency  has  been  as 
potent  under  Providence  as  Ann  Eliza  Young. 
Her  escape  from  Salt  Lake  City  was  fraught  with 
many  dangers;  death,  incarceration  in  a  madhouse 
and  many  other  terrible  things  had  been  threat- 
ened, and  for  the  sake  of  reasonable  safety  to  her- 
self and  friends  it  was  deemed  best  that  she  should 
depart  by  stealth.  Her  trunks  were  checked  and 
sent  to  Laramie,  Wyo.,  as  the  baggage  of  another 
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person,  a  tried  friend,  and  in  company  with  her 
father  and  traveling  companion,  Mrs.  S.  A.  Cook, 
she  left  the  heart  of  Mormonism  in  the  night  and 
drove  forty  miles,  in  a  terrible  storm,  to  Uintah 
Station,  where  she  arrived  at  daybreak,  bade  adieu 
to  her  father,  and  once  more  breathed  the  pure  air 
of  freedom. 


T~r>  PHRAIM  SHAY,  a  well  known  and  promi- 
r^  cy  nent  citizen  of  Harbor  Springs,  is  propri- 
etor of  the  City  Water  Works,  and  is  also 
interested  extensively  in  the  Lima  Locomotive  and 
Macliine  Company,  with  which  latter  concern  he 
has  been  connected  for  the  past  twelve  years. 
For  eleven  years  prior  to  that  time  he  was  inter- 
ested m  the  manufacture  of  pine  lumber,  and  was 
the  owner  of  a  lumber-mill.  He  is  perhaps  best 
known  as  the  inventor  of  the  Shay  Locomotive, 
for  which  he  has  received  three  gold  medals.  One 
of  these,  known  as  '•The  John  Scott  Legac}^  Pre- 
mium and  Medal, ''^  was  awarded  him  by  a  com- 
mittee of  the  Franklin  Institute  of  Philadelphia, 
a  body  of  perhaps  the  most  renowned  scientific 
men  of  this  country.  In  the  year  1885  Mr.  Shay 
was  awarded  a  gold  medal  at  the  Cotton  Centen- 
nial held  at  New  Orleans,  and  the  third  prize  was 
given  him  at  the  World's  Fair  of  1893  in  Chicago. 
In  tracing  the  ancestry  of  our  subject,  we  find 
that  on  the  paternal  side  he  is  of  Irish-English  de- 
scent, while  on  his  mother's  side  he  is  of  Irish 
origin.  His  paternal  grandfather,  Ephraim  Shay, 
was  a  native  of  New  Jersey,  and  operated  a  farm 
and  dairy  in  Sussex  County.  In  his  early  years 
he  had  but  few  educational  privileges  and  ac- 
quired his  knowledge  of  books  mainly  after  his 
marriage.  Though  often  urged  to  do  so,  he  would 
never  accept  office.  He  was  a  member  of  the 
Methodist  Church,  and  remained  steadfast  to  his 
faith  up  to  the  time  of  his  demise,  which  occurred 
when  he  was  in  his  sixty-fifth  year.  Financially 
prospered,  he  became  quite  wealthy.     The  mater- 


nal grandfather,  Jacob  Probasco,  was  born  ia  New 
Jersey,  and  was  a  pioneer  settler  in  Ohio,  where  he 
died  at  the  age  of  forty-five  years.  His  life  work 
was  that  of  farming  and  blacksmithing.  He  reared 
a  family  numbering  four  sons  and  four  daughters. 
James,  father  of  Ephraim  Shay,  was  born  in 
New  Jersey,  and  in  boyhood  drove  across  the 
country  to  Ohio.  From  that  time  until  his  death, 
which  occurred  in  1861,  he  engaged  in  farming 
and  lumbering  in  Huron  County.  He  was  at  one 
time  Postmaster  of  Sherman,  served  as  Justice  of 
the  Peace  for  many  years,  and  w^as  a  Lieutenant 
in  the  state  militia.  His  wife  survived  him  about 
ten  years.  Thej^  were  members  of  the  Methodist 
Church,  and  were  beloved  by  all  who  knew  them. 
His  wife,  Phoebe,  nee  Probasco,  was  born  in  New 
Jersey,  and  by  her  marriage  became  the  mother  of 
four  sons  and  four  daughters.  Only  two  are  now 
living,  Ephraim  and  Arthur,  the  latter  of  whom 
resides  in  Alabama. 

Born  in  Sherman  Township,  Huron  County, 
Ohio,  July  17, 1839,  our  subject  passed  a  few  years 
in  his  native  state,  but  was  mainly  reared  by  his 
paternal  grandfather  on  his  dairy  farm  in  Sussex 
County,  N.  J.  When  only  sixteen  years  of  age 
the  youth  started  out  to  make  his  own  way  in  the 
world,  and  first  worked  as  a  brick-maker,  subse- 
quently becoming  a  cooper.  From  that  time  until 
the  breaking  out  of  the  war  he  was  employed  in 
teaching.  May  10,  1861,  he  enlisted  in  the  Third 
Michigan  Regiment,  on  the  three-months  call,  but 
before  his  company  was  ordered  to  the  front  a  re- 
versal of  plans  was  made  and  the  regiment  was 
mustered  in  for  three  years.  He  went  to  Missouri 
and  joined  the  Eighth  Regiment  of  that  state,  in 
which  he  remained  for  three  years.  Among  the 
battles  in  which  he  participated  were  those  of  Pitts- 
burg Landing,  Corinth,  the  first  attack  on  Vicks- 
burg,  Jackson,  and  the  subsequent  siege  of  Vicks- 
burg.  He  was  then  taken  sick  and  was  sent  to  the 
hospital.  For  the  succeeding  year  he  was  Stew- 
ard in  the  institution.  Previous  to  this  time  he 
was  clerk  at  Sherman's  headquarters  for  about  a 
year.  He  rose  to  the  rank  of  Second  Sergeant,  and 
took  part  in  thirty-seven  battles  and  many  skir- 
mishes of  minor  importance. 

In    1864   Ephraim    Shay    purchased  a  farm  in 
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Ionia  County,  Midi.,  and  cultivated  the  place  for 
the  next  four  years.  He  then  bought  a  portable 
lumber-mill,  and  in  1871  went  to  Cadillac,  where 
he  engaged  in  the  manufacture  of  lumber  for 
eleven  years.  Having  invented  a  locomotive,  he 
became  a  part-owner  of  the  Lima  Locomotive  and 
Machine  Works  in  1883.  His  residence  in  Harbor 
Springs  is  built  of  steel,  after  his  own  design. 
Each  plate  is  finely  finished  pressed  steel,  and 
every  room  on  the  main  floor  is  of  the  same  size 
and  shape.  1 1  is  a  neat,  novel  and  attractive  home, 
having  many  obvious  advantages  over  ordinary 
buildings. 

July  27,  1864,  Mr.  Shay  married  Miss  Jane  Hen- 
derson, by  whom  he  has  one  son,  Lette,who  is  Su- 
perintendent of  the  City  Water  Works  and  also 
runs  a  machine-shop.  The  son  married  Miss  Dol- 
lie  Roe,  and  has  two  children,  Abbie  and  Cath- 
erine. Mrs.  Sha}*  is  a  daughter  of  James  and  Sa- 
rah Jane  (Wilbur)  Henderson.  While  a  resident 
of  Wexford  County,  Mich.,  Mr.  Shay  was  honored 
with  the  position  of  County  Treasurer,  being  the 
first  man  ever  elected  on  the  Democratic  ticket  to 
a  county  office  there.  He  is  a  member  of  the  Ma- 
sonic and  Odd  Fellows'  fraternities,  and  is  also  a 
Knight  of  Pythias. 


^ .^1^.. ^ 


(^ 


JAMES  J.  Mclaughlin  was  one  of  the 
very  first  settlers  of  Elk  Rapids,  arriving 
here  as  he  did  November  20,  1851.  From 
1858  until  the  fall  of  1882  he  was  employed 
in  cultivating  his  farm  on  section  33,  Elk  Rapids 
Township,  which  place  is  still  owned  by  him.  For 
many  years  he  was  a  member  of  the  Board  of  Town- 
ship Supervisors,  and  in  1884,  after  his  removal  to 
the  village,  was  elected  Probate  Judge.  He  held 
that  responsible  position  until  1888,  administering 
the  duties  of  his  office  in  an  honorable  and  eflS- 
cient  manner.     With  the  exception  of  two  years 


he  was  Justice  of  the  Peace  from  1863  until 
1890.  Under  Harrison's  administration  he  was 
Postmaster  of  Elk  Rapids  for  three  years. 

On  the  paternal  side,  J.  J.  McLaughlin  is  of 
Scotch  extraction,  and  his  maternal  grandfather, 
William  McDonald,  was  also  Scotch.  The  parents 
were  James  and  Abigail  (McDonald)  McLaughlin, 
natives  of  Penobscot,  Me.  The  former  was  a  car- 
penter by  trade,  and  became  a  pioneer  of  Allegan, 
Mich.,  in  1836.  He  built  the  first  flouring-mill 
erected  in  that  village  for  Alexander  L.  Ely,  for- 
merly of  Rochester,  N.  Y.  In  1844  he  removed  to 
the  mouth  of  the  Kalamazoo  River,  and  sometime 
later  opened  a  ship-yard  at  Saugatuck.  Here  he 
constructed  a  number  of  vessels,  and  bought  and 
carried  on  a  hotel  at  Kalamazoo  besides.  In  1848 
he  held  a  position  under  the  Government  as  a 
farmer  among  the  Indians.  In  the  spring  of  1849 
he  bought  a  vessel  at  Chicago,  and,  going  to  the 
Grand  Traverse  region,  cut  the  first  stick  of  timber 
where  Northport  now  stands.  In  1851  he  removed 
with  his  family  to  Elk  Rapids,  and  kept  a  boarding- 
house  for  A.  S.  Wads  worth,  who,  with  his  wife  and 
S.  K.  Northam,  were  the  first  white  people  to  lo- 
cate here.  For  a  few  years  he  engaged  in  the 
manufacture  of  shingles,  running  a  mill  for  that 
purpose,  and  from  1858  to  1863  lived  on  a  farm, 
where  he  died  April  16  of  that  year,  being  then  in 
his  seventy-fourth  year.  His  firsi  wife,  Abigail, 
was  drowned  in  the  Kalamazoo  River,  by  the  cap- 
sizing of  a  boat,  July  25,  1841.  Their  second  son, 
Robert  N.,  is  deceased,  as  is  also  their  youngest 
son,  Charles  A.,  who  was  the  first  white  child  born 
in  this  county.  For  his  second  wife,  Mr.  Mc- 
Laughlin chose  Lydia  A.  Case,  who  was  born  in 
Vermont,  and  who  died  in  1877. 

James  J.  McLaughlin,  the  subject  of  this  sketch, 
was  born  in  Brockport,  N.  Y.,  April  2,  1835,  and 
was  only  a  year  and  a-half  old  when  his  parents 
settled  in  Allegan.  He  had  very  limited  oppor- 
tunities in  the  way  of  obtaining  an  education,  and 
when  fourteen  years  of  age  went  aboard  one  of 
his  father's  vessels  as  a  sailor,  and  thus  spent  the 
following  seven  years  of  his  life.  During  the  win- 
ter seasons  he  worked  at  his  trade  of  carpentering, 
which  he  learned  from  his  father.  The  major 
share  of  his  life,  however,  has  been  devoted  to  the 
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peaceful  avocation  of  farming,  as  about  a  quarter 
of  a  century  was  thus  spent. 

In  August,  1864,  our  subject  enlisted  in  the 
Union  army  m  Company  D,  Tenth  Regiment  of 
Michigan  Cavalry.  His  service  was  of  the  most 
active  description,  for  he  was  m  fifteen  different 
states,  and  much  of  the  time  participated  in  the 
worst  kind  of  warfare,  that  of  fighting  the  so-called 
bushwhackers.  Among  others  in  which  he  was 
engaged,  were  the  battles  of  Morristown,  Tenn., 
Strawberry  Plains,  Henry  Court  House,  Abbot's 
Creek,  Newton,  N.  C,  etc.  During  the  spring  of 
1865  he  went  on  the  Stoneraan  raid,  covering  two 
thousand  miles  in  seventy  days,  and  spending  most 
of  the  time  in  his  saddle.  He  was  also  one  of  those 
who  captured  the  body-guard  of  Jeff  Davis,  and  he 
still  has  in  his  possession  a  sabre  taken  from  one 
of  that  body-guard  four  days  before  the  capture 
of  the  President  of  the  Southern  Confederacy.  At 
the  end  of  his  service  Mr.  McLaughlin  returned 
home  a  physical  wreck,  owing  to  his  life  of  priva- 
tion and  indescribable  hardships.  It  was  many 
months  before  he  could  again  engage  in  business. 

June  1,  1861,  our  subject  married  Maria  A.  Hor- 
ton,  who  was  born  in  Springfield,  Ohio,  December 
3,  1839,  and  with  her  parents  settled  in  Pine  Lake, 
Mich.,  where  their  home  was  erected  on  one  of  the 
clearings  which  had  been  made  by  the  Mormons. 
The  union  of  Mr.  and  Mrs.  McLaughlin  was  blessed 
with  two  children:  Charles  S.,  born  in  Elk  Rapids, 
August  11,  1862;  and  Luella,  who  died  at  the  age 
of  two  years.  The  son  married  Addie  May  Lom- 
bard, and  has  two  children,  Charles  J.  and  Frank. 
A  member  of  the  household  is  a  girl  named  Stella, 
who  was  taken  by  our  subject  and  his  wife  when 
she  was  an  infant,  and  has  been  brought  up  by 
them.  Their  home  has  alwa^^s  been  open  to  the 
needy  and  destitute,  and  they  have  provided  for, 
or  reared,  no  less  than  seventeen  persons. 

In  1872  Mr.  McLaughlin  was  licensed  as  a  local 
preacher  of  the  Methodist  Episcopal  Church,  and 
was  ordained  a  Deacon  in  1880.  For  many  years 
his  father  was  the  only  Methodist  in  this  section, 
and  he  himself  has  been  connected  with  the  church 
since  1860.  His  first  vote  was  cast  for  John  C.  Fre- 
mont, and  ever  since  he  has  been  an  enthusiastic 
Republican.     He  is  Past  Grand  of  the  local  lodge 


of  Odd  Fellows,  but  is  not  connected  with  any 
other  society.  From  the  beginning  to  the  close  of 
the  war,  his  brother  Robert  served  on  the  Union 
side,  took  part  in  many  leading  battles,  and  won 
the  rank  of  Brevet-Brigadier-Gen eral.  In  every- 
thing pertaining  to  the  good  of  this  community, 
our  subject  has  always  taken  a  leading  and  zealous 
part.  He  is  a  gentleman  of  high  Christian  princi- 
ples, and  has  always  been  noted  for  his  uprightness 
and  integrity  of  word  and  deed. 


3  •!♦♦$♦  «5»«j»/j^^ 


/"~>^  EORGE  C.  ADAMS,  who  is  engaged  in  the 
^^^  grocery  business  at  Harbor  Springs,  and  is 
numbered  among  the  prominent  young 
men  of  Northern  Michigan,  was  born  in  Glencoe, 
Canada,  October  1,  1868.  His  parents,  also  Canadi- 
ans by  birth,  were  Elisha  and  Sarah  (Stitt)  Adams, 
whose  family  consisted  of  five  sons  and  six  daugh- 
ters. They  were  named  as  follows:  Edward  E.; 
George  C;  Ida  Amelia,  wife  of  Arthur  Herrington; 
Anna  M.;  Nina  Theresa;  Samuel  W.;  Mary  Belle; 
John  Quincy,  deceased;  Ruth,  Maude  and  Silas. 

The  father  of  our  subject,  who  was  a  prominent 
man  in  his  community,  was  for  some  years  engaged 
in  the  mercantile  business  at  Glencoe,  Canada, 
where  his  death  occurred  October  4,  1890.  He 
was  an  official  in  the  Methodist  Episcopal  Church, 
to  which  his  wife  also  belongs.  Our  subject^s  pa- 
ternal grandfather  was  Edward  Adams,  a  native  of 
Massachusetts,  whose  life  occupation  was  that  of 
general  farming.  His  death  occurred  when  he  was 
more  than  fourscore  years  of  age.  He  was  the  fa- 
ther of  ten  children.  The  maternal  grandfather 
of  our  subject  was  born  in  Ireland,  and  emigrated 
thence  to  Canada,  where  his  death  occurred  at  an 
advanced  age. 

In  Glencoe,  Canada,  our  subject  passed  the  years 
of  youth,  and  there  he  gained  a  fundamental 
knowledge  of  the  mercantile  business.  He  con- 
ducted his  studies  in  the  schools  of  Glencoe  and 
London,  Canada,  and  in  1889  was  graduated  from 
the  Forest  City  Business  College.  Soon  afterward 
he  entered  the  employ  of  T.  B.  Escott,  of  London, 
a   wholesale   grocer,  with  whom  he  remained,  en- 
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gaged  in  looking  up  bankrupt  stock,  for  seven 
montlis.  Becoming  familiar  with  the  business,  he 
purchased  a  stock  of  goods  from  Mr.  Escott.  He 
then  came  to  the  States  and  was  in  the  employ  of 
the  grocery  house  of  H.  R.  Eagle  &  Co.,  of  Chicago, 
for  a  short  time,  returning  thence  to  Canada. 

During  the  3  ear  1891  Mr.  Adams  came  to  Har- 
bor Springs,  and  for  two  years  worked  for  W.  J, 
Clarke,  after  which  he  opened  a  grocery  store,  and 
has  since  conducted  a  prosperous  business  among 
the  people  of  the  town  and  surrounding  country. 
On  the  1st  of  June,  1893,  he  was  united  in  mar- 
riage with  Miss  Ollie  Wilson,  who  was  a  daughter 
of  David  and  Sarah  (Brown)  Wilson.  This  esti- 
mable lady  was  a  devout  member  of  the  Presbyte- 
rian Church,  the  doctrines  of  which  she  exemplified 
in  her  daily  life.  She  was  esteemed  by  her  ac- 
quaintances, and  her  death,  which  occurred  May 
22,  1894,  was  universally  mourned.  One  child 
had  been  born  of  the  union,  a  son  named  Carlton 
Wilson. 

Besides  his  grocer}^  store,  Mr.  Adams  is  the 
owner  of  one  hundred  and  twenty  acres  of  timber- 
land,  and  is  well-to-do  financially.  He  is  inter- 
ested in  everything  pertaining  to  the  progress  of 
Harbor  Springs,  and  is  one  of  its  most  progressive 
and  public-spirited  citizens.  He  takes  a  deep  in- 
terest in  the  issues  of  the  age,  and  favors  the  pol- 
icy of  the  Republican  party,  though  he  is  not  ag- 
gressive in  his  views.  Fraternally  he  is  a  member 
of  the  Knights  of  the  Maccabees,  the  Odd  Fellows 
and  the  Independent  Order  of  Foresters.  Mr. 
Adams  is  also  dealing  extensively  in  hardwood 
logs  and  wood  and  all  kinds  of  produce. 

HUDSON  J.  KINNE,  M.  D.,  is  a  leading 
physician  and  surgeon  of  Benzie  Count}'^, 
and  is  considered  an  able  young  man  by 
the  brethren  of  his  profession.  He  is  at  present 
Health  Officer  of  Frankfort  and  is  President  of  the 
United  States  Pension  Examining  Board  at  Ben- 
zonia.  In  order  to  keep  thoroughly  posted  on  re- 
cent discoveries  and  matters  pertaining  to  his  life 
work,  he  takes  the  best  medical  journals  and  is 


identified  with  the  State  Medical  Society.  Though 
his  practice  in  this  place  onl}^  extends  over  perhaps 
a  year  and  a-half,  healread}^  numbers  a  large  share 
of  the  leading  citizens  of  this  community  among 
his  clients,  and  his  future  bids  fair  to  be  unusually 
successful. 

William  Kinne,  the  paternal  grandfather  of  the 
Doctor,  was  a  native  of  New  York  State,  and  was 
a  tiller  of  the  soil.  He  lived  to  a  good  old  age, 
being  in  his  eighty-fifth  year  when  he  was  sum- 
moned by  the  death  angel.  His  grandfather  was  a 
soldier  in  the  War  of  the  Revolution.  Jerome 
Kinne,  father  of  Dr.  H.  J.,  was  also  born  in  the 
Empire  State,  and  likewise  his  wife,  Mary  E.,  7iee 
Lock  wood.  They  had  three  children:  Effie,  who 
married  Frederick  Heughes,  of  Rochester,  N.  Y.; 
William  I.  and  our  subject.  For  many  years  the 
father  resided  at  Hoyt's  Corners,  N.  Y.,  where  his 
death  occurred  in  1889,  at  the  age  of  fifty-six  years. 
He  was  prominent  in  his  community,  was  a  man  of 
wide  information  and  experience,  and  held  various 
township  offices.  His  wife's  death  occurred  some 
years  before  he  was  called  to  the  better  land.  She 
was  a  member  of  the  Methodist  Church  and  a  noble 
Christian  woman.  Her  father,  Isaac  Lockwood, 
was  born  in  New  York  State,  and  died  when  about 
seventy-eight  j^ears  of  age.  A  man  of  utmost  in- 
tegrity of  principle  and  action,  he  possessed  the 
love  and  respect  of  all  who  knew  him. 

Dr.  H.  J.  Kinne  was  born  at  Hoyt's  Corners, 
N.  Y.,  March  19,  1861,  and  received  his  early  edu- 
cation chiefly  at  Ovid,  N.  Y.  On  beginning  his 
medical  studies  he  entered  the  college  at  Baltimore, 
from  which  he  was  graduated  in  1892.  The 
following  year  he  came  to  Frankfort  with  the  in- 
tention of  making  this  locality  the  scene  of  his 
future  labors,  and  has  not  seen  fit  to  make  other 
plans,  as  he  has  succeeded  beyond  his  expectations. 

In  March,  1884,  the  Doctor  was  united  in  mar- 
riage with  Miss  Locelia,  daughter  of  Walter  B.  and 
Phoebe  (Everett)  Townsend.  Mrs.  Kinne  was 
called  to  the  home  beyond  in  June,  1890,  leaving 
two  little  sons,  Hubert  and  William.  The  mother 
was  a  faithful  member  of  the  Methodist  Episcopal 
Church  and  a  lady  who  had  hosts  of  friends.  On 
the  11th  of  April,  1893,  the  Doctor  married  the 
lady  who  now  bears  his  name,  and  who  was  previ- 
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ously  Miss  Emma  Heath,  Her  parents  are  the  Rev. 
Willard  and  Eleanor  (Spear)  Heath,  now  residents 
of  Northport.  The  Doctor  and  his  estimable  wife 
are  members  of  the  Methodist  Episcopal  Church 
of  this  city  and  take  an  active  part  in  all  good 
works. 

In  his  political  connections  Dr.  Kinne  is  affiliated 
with  the  Democratic  party.  In  his  social  relations 
he  is  a  Knight  of  Pythias  and  has  the  honor  of  be- 
ing Chancellor  Commander  of  his  lodge.  *  He  is  also 
a  Knight  of  the  Maccabees  and  belongs  to  the  In- 
dependent Order  of  Foresters. 


-50- 


DR.  JAMES  P.  FOX  came  to  Gaylord  in 
March,  1882,  and  from  that  time  until 
1889  devoted  his  entire  attention  to  the 
practice  of  his  profession.  He  then  established  a 
drug  business,  and  at  the  same  time  opened  a  gro- 
cery store,  which  he  has  since  conducted  in  addi- 
tion to  continuing  his  professional  duties.  He 
commands  a  large  and  constantly  increasing  field 
of  practice  m  the  city  and  surrounding  country, 
and  skillfully  handles  the  cases  entrusted  to  his 
care.  A  close  student  of  his  profession,  his  skill 
and  ability  have  won  for  him  a  high  reputation, 
not  only  among  his  patrons,  but  also  among  the 
members  of  the  fraternity  in  this  section  of  the 
state. 

The  family  of  which  our  subject  is  a  member 
consisted  of  ten  children,  of  whom  the  following 
attained  to  years  of  maturity:  Harriet,  who  mar- 
ried William  Moffatt  and  makes  her  home  in  North 
Dakota;  A  vesta,  wife  of  Archibald  Lyle  and  a  res- 
ident of  Van  Buren  County,  Mich.;  George,  who 
enlisted  during  the  Civil  War  as  a  member  of 
Company  G,  Thirteenth  Michigan  Infantry,  and 
died  while  in  the  service;  Leander,  who  also  joined 
Company  G  and  served  as  a  valiant  soldier,  par- 
ticipating in  all  the  engagements  and  marches  of 
the  Thirteenth  Regiment  until  his  death;  James 
P.,  who  is  the  next  in  order  of   birth;  Charles,  a 


resident  of  Gaylord;  Ida  and  Ada  (twins),  the 
former  the  wife  of  James  Stanlej-  and  a  resident 
of  Wexford  County,  Mich.,  and  the  latter  the  wife 
of  H.  J.  Qua,  of  Gaylord. 

The  paternal  ancestors  of  our  subject  were  of 
English  extraction,  and  his  grandfather  was  a  na- 
tive of  that  country.  His  parents,  James  L.  and 
Martha  (Nixon)  Fox,  were  born  in  New  York 
State,  but  removed  thence  to  Michigan  in  early 
life,  and  were  married  in  Tecumseh,  this  state. 
After  their  marriage  they  resided  for  a  short  time 
in  Kent  County,  but  later  went  to  Paw  Paw,  Van 
Buren  County,  where  they  continued  to  make  their 
home  upon  a  farm  until  their  death.  The  father 
passed  away  at  the  age  of  sixty-eight,  and  the 
mother  died  in  1884,  at  the  same  age.  They  were 
a  worthy,  intelligent,  kind-hearted  couple,  who 
worked  energeticallj-  in  order  to  provid,e  their 
children  with  the  comforts  of  life  and  with  such 
educational  facilities  as  would  further  enhance  their 
success. 

During  the  residence  of  the  family  in  Hastings, 
Kent  County,  the  subject  of  this  sketch  was  born 
August  1,  1848.  He  was  taken  to  Van  Buren 
County  by  his  parents  in  early  childhood,  and  his« 
boyhood  days  were  passed  in  the  usual  routine  of 
farm  work,  varied  by  attendance  at  the  schools  of 
Paw  Paw.  As  soon  as  the  time  came  for  him  to 
select  a  life  occupation,  he  chose  the  medical  pro- 
fession, toward  which  his  tastes  inclined.  After 
gaining  a  rudimentary  knowledge  of  the  science 
under  the  preceptorship  of  Dr.  Mason,  of  Pine 
Grove,  and  Dr.  Bulson,  of  Bioomingdale,  he  en- 
tered the  Chicago  Medical  College,  where  he  con- 
ducted his  studies  until  his  graduation  with  the 
Class  of  74. 

On  the  conclusion  of  his  studies,  the  Doctor 
opened  an  office  at  Bangor,  Van  Buren  Countj', 
w^here  he  commenced  the  practice  of  his  profession. 
After  a  short  time  in  that  place  he  went  to  Paw 
Paw,  and  from  there  removed  to  Gaylord,  where 
he  has  since  engaged  in  general  practice.  Al- 
though mainly  occupied  with  the  demands  of  his 
practice  and  a  general  supervision  of  his  business 
interests,  he  is  intelligently  interested  in  local  and 
national  affairs,  and  is  politically  a  pronounced 
Democrat.     For  eight  years  he  has  filled  the  posi- 
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tion  of  United  States  Pension  Examiner,  in  which 
responsible  office  he  has  rendered  satisfactory  serv- 
ice. 

In  the  fall  of  1874  Dr.  Fox  was  united  in  mar- 
vlaore  with  Miss  Helen  C.  Qua,  who  was  born  in 
New  York  State  and  is  a  daughter  of  Samuel  Qua, 
now  of  Gaylord,  Mich.  Four  children  were  born 
unto  them:  George  Morrell,  Harry  E.,  Helena  Ma- 
bel and  Hazel  Irene.  A  heavy  bereavement  dark- 
ened the  household  in  1892,  when  two  of  the  chil- 
dren, George  M.  and  Hazel  I.,  fell  victims  to  that 
dread  disease,  diphtheria.  Thej^  died  within  a  few 
da^'s  of  each  other,  George  M.  being  eleven  years 
old,  and  Hazel  I.  two  years  and  ten  months.  Mrs. 
Fox  is  a  devoted  member  of  the  Methodist  Epis- 
copal Church,  and  the  children  attend  the  Sunday- 
school.  Socially  the  Doctor  is  connected  with  the 
Knights  of  Pythias,  and  is  an  active  worker  in 
that  organization. 

The  success  which  has  come  to  Dr.  Fox  indicates 
the  possession  on  his  part  of  more  than  ordinary 
business  abilitj^  and  professional  skill.  In  boy- 
hood he  was  obliged  to  earn  the  money  necessary 
to  secure  his  education,  and  ail  that  he  now  has 
is  the  result  of  his  industrious  efforts.  In  addi- 
tion to  his  residence  and  his  business  interests  in 
Gaylord,  he  is  the  owner  of  two  farms,  comprising 
four  hundred  acres,  near  this  place,  and  is  financi- 
ally well- to-do. 


m^mi 


REV.  GEORGE  CROOK  is  pastor  of  the 
Baptist  Church  of  Bear  Lake,  Manistee 
County,  which  he  has  served  for  a  little 
over  a  decade.  When  he  began  preaching  for  this 
congregation  it  was  in  a  very  disorganized  condi- 
tion, having  only  thirteen  regular  members,  and 
there  had  been  no  pastor  in  charge  for  several  years. 
The  prosperity  of  the  church  dates  from  his  ap- 
pointment as  pastor,  and  a  suitable  church  edifice 
was  soon  erected.  About  six  years  ago  he  accepted 
an  appointment  at  TannerviUe,  a  village  eight 
miles  from  Bear  Lake.     This  was  entirely  pioneer 


work,  as  there  was  no  organization  at  that  point, 
but  owing  to  his  efforts  a  house  of  worship  has 
been  constructed  and  a  congregation  formed  with 
an  increasing  membership.  Of  late  he  has  occupied 
the  pulpit  at  Browntown,  and  his  missionary  work 
IS  growing  in  importance. 

A  native  of  Inbkip,  near  Preston,  England,  born 
January  1,  1835,  Rev.  Mr.  Crook  is  a  son  of  James 
and  Nanny  Crook.  He  studied  for  some  time  in 
his  native  land  with  a  view  to  entering  the  minis- 
try, and  began  preaching  at  the  early  age  of  nine- 
teen years.  Though  not  regularly  located  as  a  pas- 
tor until  many  years  later,  yet  he  has  continued  to 
occupy  the  pulpit  as  occasions  have  presented  since 
that  time.  In  the  days  of  Cromwell  a  plan  was 
inaugurated  for  the  evangelization  of  the  Indians 
of  North  America,  and  by  an  act  of  the  "Long 
Parliament''  a  large  fund  was  raised  by  public  col- 
lections in  the  parishes  of  England,  Scotland  and 
Wales,  which  fund  was  augmented  from  time  to 
time  by  large  bequests  from  benevolent  persons. 
Through  the  agency  of  the  "New  England  Com- 
pany for  the  Evangelization  of  the  Indians,"  large 
sums  were  raised  and  disbursed,  and  under  the 
provisions  of  their  laws  Mr.  Crook  was  appointed 
teacher  on  an  island  in  Chemung  Lake,  County  of 
Peterboro,  Ontario,  He  was  employed  as  a  teacher 
and  assistant  pastor  for  eight  years,  and  also  gave 
the  natives  profitable  instructions  in  agriculture, 
etc.  The  Government  supplied  provisions  for  the 
Indian  children  who  attended  the  school,  and  also 
gave  one  suit  of  clothes  to  each  person  annually. 

About  1882  Mr.  Crook  removed  with  his  family 
to  Livingston  County,  Mo.,  where  he  bought  a  farm, 
and  while  cultivating  it  he  taught  school  and  did 
pioneer  work  as  a  minister.  About  1882  he  re- 
moved to  Manistee,  Mich.,  but  at  the  end  of  a 
few  months  came  to  Bear  Lake.  The  Baptist  cause 
has  prospered  under  the  stimulus  of  his  efforts,  and 
the  local  congregation  now  numbers  about  sixty 
members.  The  church  edifice,  a  veneered  building, 
has  a  seating  capacity  of  about  two  hundred  and 
seventy- five.  The  cost  of  the  building  was  about 
$3,000,  and  Mr.  Crook,  besides  doing  much  manual 
labor  in  its  erection,  collected  most  of  the  funds 
and  donated  $235  as  profits  on  a  book  sold  by  him 
for  that  purpose.   When  the  church  was  constructed 
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at  Tannervillc,  he  worked  in  the  woods  sawing 
logs  and  assisting  in  the  most  practical  way  in  the 
erection  of  the  building.  In  all  his  pastoral  work 
he  has  been  assisted  by  his  devoted  wife,  who 
has  labored  very  perseveringl}^  to  forward  the 
interests  of  the  cause. 

For  two  years  Mr.  Crook  was  Principal  of  the 
Bear  Lake  Schools,  and  he  has  assisted  in  other 
ways  in  the  support  of  his  family  outside  of  the 
small  salary  which  his  congregation  is  able  to  give 
him.  lie  owns  a  farm  adjoining  the  village  and 
gives  some  attention  to  fruit-growing.  The  Board 
of  the  Baptist  State  Convention  appointed  bim 
Missionary  Pastor  at  this  point  in  1888,  but  in 
1894  the  church  was  pronounced  self-sustaining. 
Truly  Mr.  Crook  has  led  a  very  busy  life.  He 
preaches  at  Bear  Lake  each  Sunday,  drives  to  Tan- 
nervillc (a  distance  of  eight  miles)  and  addresses 
the  congregation  there,  and  thence  rides  six  miles 
to  Brown  town,  where  he  preaches  in  the  evening. 
On  one  Sunday  he  gives  two  addresses,  and  on  the 
succeeding  Lord's  Day  preaches  three  times.  He 
also  has  a  class  in  the  Sunday-school. 

In  Canada  Mr.  Crook  married  Miss  Mary  Ann 
Sackville,  who  was  born  near  Rice  Lake,  in  North- 
umberland County,  Ontario,  Christmas  Day,  1839, 
Nine  children  were  born  to  this  worthy  couple,  but 
three  of  the  number  have  been  called  to  the  better 
land.  Frederick,  the  eldest,  was  destined  for  the 
ministiy,  but  died  in  Missouri  at  the  age  of  twenty 
years.  Maiy  died  in  Missouri  when  in  her  eleventh 
year,  and  Ann  Jane  was  called  to  her  final  rest  at 
about  the  same  age  in  Canada.  James  W.  is  assist- 
ant manager  of  the  Standard  Wheel  Company's 
business  at  Terre  Haute,  Ind.  Alice,  who  at  one 
time  was  a  successful  teacher,  is  the  wife  of  Prof. 
C.  E.  Spicer,  superintendent  of  one  department  of 
the  public  schools  of  Joliet,  111.  Aggie  is  the  wife 
of  Arlie  L.  Hopkins,  a  leading  and  well-to-do 
farmer  of  Bear  Lake  Township,  but  whose  home 
is  in  the  village.  George  has  been  pursuing  a 
regular  course  of  studies  at  the  Baptist  College  in 
Kalamazoo  since  1890.  He  possesses  a  splendid 
voice,  and  for  the  past  four  or  five  years  has  been 
taking  lessons  under  the  celebrated  Professor 
Morse,  and  will  undoubtedly  be  heard  from  at  no 
distant  day  in  the  musical  world,     William  Henry 


is  bookkeeper  and  assistant  cashier  at  Terre  Haute 
in  the  office  in  which  his  brother  James  W.  is  em- 
ployed. Margaret  Luella  is  a  student  in  the  High 
School  of  Bear  Lake,  and  is  the  only  one  of  the 
family  still  under  the  parental  roof. 

Politically  Rev.  Mr.  Crook  is  a  stanch  advocate 
of  Prohibition  principles.  He  is  now  serving  his 
fellow-citizens  as  President  of  the  Village  Council, 
and  is  also  a  member  of  the  Board  of  Examiners  in 
Manistee  County.  Though  his  life  work  has  been 
very  arduous,  he  possesses  a  good  constitution  and 
his  mental  and  physical  powers  are  yet  unimpaired. 
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OTHO  L.  WATERBURY  is  editor  and  pro- 
prietor of  the  Frankfort  Express^  which  he 
purchased  in  December,  1890,  and  still 
continues  to  publish.  He  has  had  several  years' 
experience  in  journalism,  and  possesses  ability  in 
this  direction.  The  Express  is  a  weekly  Repub- 
lican paper,  devoted  to  the  expounding  of  party 
principles,  and  to  the  advancement  of  this  region. 
Among  its  supporters  are  numbered  most  of  the 
leading  professional  and  business  men  of  this  vi- 
cinity, and  under  the  present  management  the  list 
of  its  subscribers  is  constantly  increasing.  For 
two  years  the  editor  of  the  organ  has  been  Village 
Trustee,  and  is  now  serving  his  second  terra  as 
School  Director.  He  is  interested  in  whatever 
tends  to  the  development  and  progress  of  this 
county,  and  is  a  patriotic  man  and  good  citizen. 

The  birth  of  Otho  L.  Waterbury  occurred  in  La- 
peer County,  Mich.,  February  17,  1855.  His  par- 
ents were  Lester  E.  and  Mary  E.  (Tomlinson) 
Waterbury,  natives  of  Connecticut  and  Canada, 
respectively.  In  early  life  Lester  E.  Waterbury 
was  engaged  in  merchandising  at  Lapeer,  and  was 
a  pioneer  in  that  locality.  He  is  now  engaged  in 
farming  near  Highland  Station,  Oakland  County, 
Mich.  He  and  his  wife  are  members  of  the  Con- 
gregational Church.  His  grandfather,  Capt.  J.  C. 
Waterbury,  won  his  title  in  the  War  of  the  Revo- 
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lution.  The  family  is  of  English  descent,  mem- 
bers of  it  having  settled  in  Waterbury,  Conn.,  at  a 
very  early  day. 

Otho  L.  Waterbury  passed  his  boyliood  unevent- 
fully in  the  place  of  his  nativit}',  and  worked  in 
liis  father's  store  until  he  had  nearly  reached  his 
majority.  He  then  took  up  the  printer's  trade, 
serving  a  three-years  apprenticeship  with  S.  J. 
Tomlinson  on  the  Lapeer  Clarion,  For  a  short 
time  he  then  turned  his  attention  to  merchandis- 
ing, after  which  he  traveled  as  a  salesman  on  the 
road  for  two  years.  The  journalistic  profession, 
however,  seemed  to  possess  unusual  attractions  for 
him,  and  so  he  drifted  back  toward  that  vocation, 
which  he  has  since  followed.  Fraternally  he  is  a 
Mason,  belonging  to  the  local  blue  lodge  and  chap- 
ter. He  is  also  a  Knight  of  Pythias,  and  is  iden- 
tified with  the  Knights  of  the  Maccabees. 

February  23,  1885,  occurred  the  marriage  of 
Mr.  Waterbury  and  Miss  Eva  S.,  daughter  of  Dan- 
iel and  Harriet  (Morris)  House.  8he  is  a  native  of 
Canada,  born  in  1856,  and  is  a  lady  of  good  edu- 
cation and  social  attainments.  Two  children  have 
been  born  to  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Waterbury,  a  little  son 
and  a  daughter,  namely:  Rex  L.  and  Mary  E. 
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/^"V  EGRGE  W.  LARDH:  is  a  produce  and 
L^^^  commission  merchant  of  Traverse  City  and 
is  a  wide-awake,  earnest  business  man.  His 
life  history  is  like  that  of  thousands  of  our  ambi- 
tious and  leading  Americans,  and  shows  what  may 
be  accomplished  by  a  man  who  starts  out  in  the 
battle  of  life  without  capital  or  influence,  but  with 
a  strong  determination  to  succeed  which  cannot  be 
overcome  by  difficulties.  The  prosperity  and  ex- 
tensive trade  which  he  now  enjoys  have  been  se- 
cured in  a  very  short  period  by  his  own  exertions 
and  good  business  methods. 

The  father  of  our  subject,  George  Lardie,  is  a 
merchant  at  Old  Mission,  Grand  Traverse  County, 
and  went  to  that  locality  from  Ontario,  Canada,  in 


1859.  He  was  a  native  of  the  place  last  mentioned, 
and  there  married  Miss  Hattie  Ketulia,  by  whom 
he  had  eleven  children,  three  now  deceased.  In 
order  of  birth  they  are  as  follows:  Hattie,  a  resident 
of  Old  Mission;  George,  our  subject;  Peter  F.,  a 
merchant;  Fred,  who  manages  a  store  at  Walton, 
Mich.;  Matilda,  Mrs.  John  Hoffman,  of  Mapleton; 
Maggie  and  Odelia,  deceased;  Rose  and  Lillie,  who 
are  engaged  in  teaching  school;  and  Stephen  and 
Clara,  who  live  with  their  parents.  Odelia's  death 
was  the  result  of  an  accident,  as  she  was  fearfully 
burned  in  the  fire  at  Sugar  Bush. 

A  native  of  Ontario,  Canada,  George  W.  Lardie 
was  born  April  20,  1853,  and  w^as  six  j^ears  of  age 
when  his  parents  removed  to  this  county.  The}^ 
settled  upon  a  farm,  and  as  the  family  was  poor  in 
this  world's  goods,  the  elder  children  had  to  assist 
in  the  work  as  soon  as  they  were  able  to  do  any- 
thing, and  thus  had  few  opportunities  for  obtaining 
an  education.  Our  subject's  advantages  were 
especially  meager,  and  it  has  been  chiefly  through 
private  study  and  reading  that  he  has  become  the 
practical  and  well  informed  man  that  he  is  to-day. 
He  continued  industriously  at  work  on  the  farm 
until  he  was  thirty-five  years  of  age,  and  at  last  by 
strict  economy  accumulated  some  land  of  his  own. 
When  an  opportunity  offered,  he  sold  forty  acres 
for  $800.  With  this  sum  he  established  himself  in 
his  present  business  about  three  years  ago,  and 
his  success  has  been  truly  remarkable.  He  has 
built  up  owQ  of  the  most  lucrative  trades  in  this 
part  of  the  county,  and  ships  extensively  to  neigh- 
boring cities.  In  the  summer  of  1894  he  erected 
a  potato  warehouse,  so  constructed  as  to  be  frost- 
proof, and  has  now  stored  within  its  walls  over  six 
thousand  bushels  of  potatoes.  He  bought  over 
$50,000  worth  of  this  staple  alone  last  season,  and 
is  now  reaping  a  financial  harvest  from  this  ven- 
ture. 

April  10,  1875,  Mr.  Lardie  and  Clara  Franklin 
were  united  in  marriage.  The  lady  is  a  daughter 
of  Elisha  and  Lucy  (Noyce)  Franklin  and  was  born 
in  New  York  about  1860.  To  our  subject  and  wife 
have  been  born  six  children,  five  daughters  and 
one  son,  all  of  whom  are  living  with  the  exception 
of  the  eldest,  Myrta  E.,  who  died  at  the  age  of  four 
years.     The  others  are  named  as  follows:  Nellie, 
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Clayton,  Lena,  Nettie  and  Margaret.  Mr.  Lardie 
through  his  own  experience  thoroughly  appreciates 
the  value  of  a  good  education,  and  is  giving  his 
children  the  best  opportunities  possible  in  this 
direction.  His  parents  are  members  of  the  Catho- 
lic Church,  in  the  faith  of  which  he  was  reared,  but 
he  is  not  a  member  of  any  religious  organization, 
being  a  man  of  liberal  views.  In  politics  he  is  a 
Republican,  and  fraternally  is  a  Knight  of  the  Mac- 
cabees and  a  Knight  of  Pythias. 


V^wm 


\^r^!l 


T7>  DWIN    GEORGE   SNIDER   first   came  to 

r^  ^  Cadillac  in  1881,  and  remained  here  for  a 
short  time,  then  returning  to  Nobleton, 
Canada,  his  former  home;  but  in  March,  1882,  be- 
came a  permanent  resident  of  this  city,  and  since 
that  time  has  been  in  the  employ  of  the  Cummer 
Lumber  Company.  P'or  the  past  seven  years  he 
has  been  manager  of  their  general  store,  and  has 
ever  shown  such  fidelity  to  the  interests  of  the 
firm  that  they  place  full  reliance  in  his  integrity 
and  business  ability. 

In  tracing  the  lineage  of  Mr.  Snider  we  find  that 
his  paternal  grandfather  bore  the  name  of  Martin. 
He  was  a  native  of  Canada,  and  followed  agricult- 
ural pursuits.  When  a  boy  he  was  a  soldier  in  the 
British  army.  A  man  of  fine  physique,  tall  and 
rugged,  he  was  thrifty  and  industrious  in  his 
habits,  and  made  a  success  of  his  life  work,  leaving 
his  family  well  provided  for  when  he  was  called 
to  his  final  rest,  at  about  seventy-nine  j^ears  of 
age.  He  was  twice  married,  having  six  children 
by  his  first  union,  and  one  child  by  his  second 
wife.  Religiously  he  was  a  devoted  Methodist. 
The  grandfather  on  the  maternal  side,  William 
IloUingshead,  was  born  in  Pennsylvania,  but  passed 
nearly  all  of  his  life  in  Canada.  He  was  also  a 
farmer,  and  until  seventy  years  of  age  worked  in 
the  harvest  field.  He  died  about  1889,  when  in 
his  ninetieth  year.  In  religious  belief  he  was  iden- 
tified with  the  Society  of  Friends. 

The  parents  of  our  subject  were  Isaac  and  Jane 
19 


(Hollingshead)  Snider.  They  were  both  of  Hol- 
land descent,  and  were  natives  of  Canada.  The 
father,  who  was  a  farmer,  died  in  Toronto  in  1891, 
at  the  age  of  sixty-six  years.  For  several  yea.rs 
prior  to  his  demise  he  lived  a  retired  life.  He  was 
a  representative  man  in  his  neighborhood,  and  his 
advice  was  highlj^  esteemed.  He  was  very  much 
opposed,  from  principle,  to  the  practice  of  resorting 
to  law,  though  he  was  a  Justice  of  the  Peace  during 
almost  all  of  his  mature  life.  For  many  years  he 
was  a  member  of  the  Methodist  Church,  was  a  Class- 
Leader,  and  usualh^  held  one  oflfice  or  another 
in  the  congregation.  His  wife,  likewise  a  member 
of  the  Methodist  Church,  is  still  living. 

Edwin  George  Snider,  who  was  born  in  Noble- 
ton,  York  County,  Canada,  December  2,  1858,  is 
one  in  a  family  of  four  children.  His  brother, 
Melville  M.,  is  a  resident  of  Cadillac;  the  elder 
sister,  Alida,  is  the  wife  of  N.  J.  Strong,  of  Wood- 
bridge,  York  CounL3%  Canada;  and  Esther  Fran- 
ces, the  youngest  of  the  family,  is  the  wife  of  Alex- 
ander Bryson,  of  Laskay,  York  County. 

Until  he  was  eighteen  years  of  age,  Edwin  G. 
Snider  continued  to  live  in  the  place  of  his  nativ- 
ity, his  time  being  employed  in  working  on  a  farm 
and  in  obtaining  his  education.  He  then  went  to 
Toronto,  and  became  an  employe  of  a  wholesale 
grocery  and  liquor  firm.  At  the  end  of  six  months 
he  was  placed  in  charge  of  the  shipping  depart- 
ment. Two  3^ears  later  he  went  to  Chicago,  where 
he  arrived  in  November,  1878,  and  for  the  next 
three  years  he  was  employed  by  a  ship-chandler. 
In  1881  he  came  to  Cadillac,  and  was  made  mana- 
ger of  the  grocery  department  in  the  store  of  La- 
Bar  &  Cornwell,  but  was  obliged  to  give  up  his 
place  on  account  of  poor  health  the  following 
winter.  He  was  favorably  impressed  with  the  en- 
terprise and  promise  of  the  town,  and  therefore 
returned  in  the  following  spring  to  cast  in  his  lot 
with  its  citizens.  He  owns  a  good  home  property 
in  this  place,  and  takes  an  interested  part  in  every- 
thing relating  to  its  welfare.  Fraternally  he  is  a 
chapter  Mason,  and  on  political  questions  is  a  Re- 
publican. 

To  the  union  of  Mr.  Snider  with  Miss  Millie, 
daughter  of  John  Henderson,  three  children  were 
born,  the  eldest  of  whom,  a  daughter,  Erma,  died 
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at  the  age  of  fifteen  months,  in  Toronto,  while 
with  her  mother  on  a  visit.  The  other  children 
are  Gladys  and  Gordon.  The  parents  are  mem- 
bers of  the  Presbyterian  Church,  and  active  work- 
ers and  contributors  to  its  success. 


TT^  LISHA  J.  RICHMOND  is  a  leading  attor- 
£  Cy  ney-at-law,  and  a  studious,  painstaking  and 
careful  legal  counselor  of  Manistee,  where 
he  has  been  in  practice  since  1881,  with  the  excep- 
tion of  about  two  years,  during  sickness  and  death 
in  his  family.  In  April,  1893,  he  was  elected  Jus- 
tice of  the  Peace  for  a  term  of  four  years,  and  is 
now  serving  as  such.  He  is  honest  and  honorable 
in  all  official  affairs,  and  his  voice  is  always  cer- 
tain to  be  heard  in  defense  of  right  and  justice, 
irrespective  of  the  persons  whom  it  may  affect. 
He  is  a  lawyer  of  ability,  and  stands  high  among 
his  professional  brethren,  practicing  before  all  of 
the  courts  of  the  state. 

The  Richmond  family  has  been  long  established 
in  the  United  States  and  is  of  English  origin.  The 
parents  of  our  subject  were  Elisha  and  Lusina 
(Stevens)  Richmond,  natives  of  New  York  State. 
The  former  was  born  March  12,  1817,  in  Schoharie 
County,  and  the  latter  February  28,  1817,  in 
Oneida  County.  They  were  married  in  the  Em- 
pire State,  where  they  lived  until  1843,  when  they 
removed  to  La  Salle  County,  111.  At  that  time 
some  of  the  land  on  which  the  city  of  Chicago  is 
built  could  have  been  purchased  from  the  Gov- 
ernment at  81.25  per  acre.  Elisha  Richmond  and 
wife  were  the  parents  of  nine  children.  Simeon, 
the  eldest,  died  in  infancy.  Orange  T.,  the  second 
son,  died  at  the  age  of  one  and  one-half  years. 
Ruth  A.  is  the  wife  of  George  H.  Lambert,  a  farmer 
of  Onekama  Township,  in  this  county.  Nelson  E., 
who  was  born  February  28,  1843,  married  Celia 
Limebeck,  and  is  a  farmer  in  the  township  just 
mentioned,  also  an  acting  Justice  of  the  Peace. 
Tyler  W.,  born  August  19,  1847,  wedded  Millie 


Kilborn,  and  is  a  druggist  and  physician  at  Bear 
Lake,  Mich.  Lucius  A.,  born  March  6,  1853,  an 
agriculturist  of  Bear  Lake  Township,  who  resides 
on  a  portion  of  the  old  homestead,  married  Lizzie 
Porter.  Albert  F.,  born  June  3, 1858,  is  a  practicing 
physician  and  druggist  of  Onekama,  this  county; 
and  Emily  L.  died  in  March,  1859,  aged  eighteen 
months.  Tj^ler  W.  and  Albert  F.  are  both  gradu- 
ates of  the  medical  department  of  the  University 
of  Michigan.  The  parents  of  these  children  are 
still  living  on  the  old  homestead  in  Bear  Lake 
Township,  at  the  ripe  age  of  seventy-eight  years. 

Mr.  Richmond,  whose  name  heads  this  sketch, 
was  born  August  7,  1850,  in  Earlville,  La  Salle 
County,  III.,  and  until  he  was  twenty  years  of  age 
lived  on  a  farm.  He  received  a  common-school 
education,  and  completed  his  studies  in  Manistee 
and  at  a  select  normal  school.  He  then  received  a 
certificate  and  began  teaching,  in  the  mean  time 
keeping  up  his  studies  and  rapidly  rising  from  an 
ordinary  to  a  first  place  in  his  profession.  His  la- 
bors were  in  Manistee,  Mason  and  Kalkaska  Coun- 
ties for  about  ten  years.  Being  ambitious  and  de- 
sirous of  further  advancement,  he  took  up  the 
study  of  law,  being  assisted  therein  by  Gen.  B. 
M.  Cutcheon,  afterward  Member  of  Congress,  who 
loaned  him  books  and  gave  him  valuable  advice. 
In  September,  1873,  the  young  man  entered  the 
legal  department  of  the  State  University,  and  at 
the  end  of  two  yeai-s  was  granted  a  degree,  this 
being  in  March,  1875.  The  following  summer  he 
remained  at  home  and  the  next  winter  engaged 
in  teaching  school. 

On  locating  for  practice,  Mr,  Richmond  opened 
an  office,  in  the  spring  of  1876,  at  Kalkaska,  where 
he  remained  for  a  year.  About  that  time,  or  Au- 
gust 20,  1876,  he  was  united  in  marriage  with  Miss 
Clara  Conklin,  a  native  of  Morrow  County,  Ohio. 
She  was  reared  and  educated  there  and  came  with 
her  parents  to  Manistee  County  in  1867.  They 
located  on  a  farm  in  Pleasanton  Township,  where 
the  father  died  April  14,  1879,  at  the  age  of 
forty-nine  years.  His  widow  survived  him  until 
May  25, 1886.  The  only  child  of  our  subject  and 
his  wife,  Evart  C,  born  on  the  25th  of  August, 
1877,  is  now  a  student  in  the  high  school  of 
this  place.     After  thirteen  and  one-half  years  of 
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happy  wedded  life  Mr.  Richmond  was  deprived  of 
his  loving  companion  by  death.  She  was  a  noble 
and  lovable  Christian  woman  and  had  many  sin- 
cere friends.  Her  death  occurred  June  17,  1890, 
at  her  home  in  Manistee. 

During  1879  and  1880,  and  until  January,  1881, 
Mr.  Richmond  engaged  in  practice  at  Bear  Lake, 
when  he  removed  to  this  city.  In  the  fall  of  1880 
he  was  elected  Circuit  Court  Commissioner  on  the 
Republican  ticket  and  served  for  two  years.  He 
has  always  taken  great  interest  in  political  affairs 
and  has  given  some  time  to  campaign  work.  He 
is  a  practical  stenographer,  and  writes  the  Standard 
American  system.  His  office  is  supplied  with  a  type- 
writer and  a  fine  legal  library  of  great  value.  He 
is  an  active  member  of  the  Methodist  Episcopal 
Church,  belonging  to  the  oflflcial  board,  and  is  one 
of  the  Trustees. 


HON.  LEVI  A.  HARRIS,  M.  D.  Nature 
has  often  been  accused  of  partiality  in  en- 
dowing some  of  her  children  more  richly 
than  others  with  those  qualifications  which  insure 
them  success  in  life,  but  when  such  provision  sup- 
plements the  disadvantages  of  lack  of  education 
and  means,  everyone  must  rejoice  at  such  endow- 
ment. The  subject  of  this  sketch  was  in  earl}^  life 
thrown  upon  his  own  resources  for  his  support, 
and  his  advantages  for  an  education  were  only 
those  he  could  obtain  for  himself;  but  he  was  more 
fortunate  than  many  in  being  possessed  of  excel- 
lent judgment  and  more  than  ordinary  business 
ability,  which  have  thus  aided  him  in  making  a 
success  of  his  profession. 

It  was  during  1886  that  Dr.  Harris  came  toYan- 
derbilt,  and  here  he  has  since  resided,  being  the 
only  physician  in  the  village,  where  he  also  has  a 
drug  store.  In  addition  thereto,  he  is  at  present 
filling  the  position  of  Judge  of  the  Probate  Court. 
He  was  born  in  Utica,  Macomb  County,  Mich., 
September  20,  1858,  and  is  the  son  of  Alexander 


and  Remember  (Lockwood)  Harris,  both  of  whom 
were  natives  of  Monroe  County,  N.  Y.  His  pater- 
nal grandfather,  Timothy  Harris,  came  to  Michi- 
gan about  1830  and  settled  in  Oakland  County,  of 
which  he  was  a  pioneer.  The  maternal  grandpar- 
ents also  settled  in  Michigan  about  1830,  at  which 
time  they  settled  in  Macomb  County. 

While  living  in  New  York,  Alexander  Harris 
followed  the  trade  of  a  ship-builder,  but  after  com- 
ing to  Michigan  he  devoted  his  attention  to  gen- 
eral carpenter  work.  He  continued  to  reside  in 
Macomb  Countj^  until  his  death,  which  occurred 
at  the  age  of  sixty-one  years.  His  widow  still  sur- 
vives and  makes  her  home  in  Macomb  County. 
Their  family  consisted  of  six  children,  named  in 
the  order  of  birth  as  follows:  Lucj',  wife  of  Will- 
iam Clark,  of  Macomb  County;  Levi  A.;  Alvaretta, 
a  resident  of  Macomb  County;  Mary,  who  makes 
her  home  with  our  subject;  Anson,  a  carpenter  of 
Detroit;  and  Alice,  who  resides  in  Macomb  County. 

After  some  time  spent  in  the  prosecution  of  the 
ordinary  branches  of  study  in  the  Utica  High 
School,  our  subject  secured  a  position  as  teacher, 
and  was  thus  engaged  for  one  term.  He  com- 
menced the  study  of  medicine  with  Dr.  William 
Biownell,  of  Utica,  and  later  entered  the  Detroit 
Medical  College,  from  which  he  was  graduated  in 
1884.  Opening  an  office  at  Augusta,  Kalamazoo 
County,  he  remained  there  for  a  short  time,  after 
which  he  settled  in  Vanderbilt. 

The  political  views  of  Dr.  Harris  have  led  him 
to  affiliate  with  the  Democratic  party,  and  he  be- 
lieves that  its  platform  embodies  the  principles 
which  will  insure  the  greatest  prosperit}^  to  this 
country,  if  carried  to  a  proper  issue.  For  a  time 
he  held  the  office  of  Township  Treasurer,  and  in 
the  fall  of  1892  he  was  elected  Probate  Judge, 
which  position  he  has  since  held.  He  is  also  serv- 
ing as  United  States  Examining  Surgeon. 

The  lady  who  presides  over  the  Doctor's  home 
became  his  wife  in  1886.  She  was  born  in  Gales- 
burg,  Kalamazoo  County,  Mich.,  and  bore  the 
maiden  name  of  Lillie  Morey,  being  the  daughter 
of  Eli  Morey,  an  artist  and  painter,  who  makes  his 
home  with  Dr.  Harris.  Fraternally  our  subject  is 
connected  with  the  Masonic  order,  and  is  also 
identified  with  the  Knights  of  the  Maccabees,   Pro- 


474 


PORTRAIT  AND   BIOGRAPHICAL    RECORD, 


gressive  and  enterpribing,  he  is  numbered  among 
the  valued  citizens  of  Otsego  County,  and  those 
who  know  him  esteem  him  highly  for  his  sterling 
worth. 


:0#(^ 


JOSEPH  C.  BONTECOU,  editor  and  proprietor 
of  the  Petoskey  Record,  was  born  in  Bris- 
tol, R.  I.,  November  o,  1838,  and  is  a  son  of 
James  C.  and  Abbie  (Connable)  Bontecou,  natives^ 
respectively,  of  New^  Haven,  Conn.,  and  Bernard- 
ston,  Mass.  Besides  himself  there  were  two  chil- 
dren, both  daughters,  one  of  whom  died  in  infancy, 
and  the  other,  Sarah  C,  is  living,  unmarried.  The 
father  was  a  man  of  considerable  prominence  in 
the  Methodist  Church,  being  a  minister  of  that  de- 
nomination, a  member  of  the  New  England  Con- 
ference, and  the  founder  of  the  Martha's  Vine3^ard 
Camp  Meeting  Association.  For  some  time  he 
served  as  pastor  of  the  church  at  Edgartown,  and  al- 
so filled  other  pastorates.  In  1840  he  came  as  far 
west  as  Ohio,  and  for  eighteen  years  preached  the 
Gospel  in  and  around  Cincinnati,  being  a  charter 
member  of  the  Cincinnati  Conference.  His  death 
occurred  at  Xenia,  Ohio,  in  1876,  when  he  was  sev- 
enty-five years  old.  His  wife,  who  was  also  a  de- 
vout Methodist,  died  in  1846. 

The  paternal  grandfather  of  our  subject  was  a 
native  of  Connecticut,  but  removed  thence  to  New 
York,  and  settled  at  Coeymans,  where  he  died  at 
the  age  of  nearly  ninety  years.  In  early  life  he 
worked  at  the  trade  of  a  shoemaker,  but  later  de- 
voted his  attention  entirely  to  agriculture.  He 
was  the  son  of  a  Revolutionary  soldier,  who  en- 
listed in  the  defense  of  the  Colonies  and  served  with 
a  zeal  and  fidelit}^  of  which  his  descendants  may 
be  justly  proud.  In  disposition  he  was  retiring 
reticent  and  unobtrusive,  and  in  religious  belief 
belonged  to  the  Methodist  Church. 

Our  subject's  maternal  grandfather  bore  the  name 
of  Joseph  Connable  and  was  a  native  of  Massachu- 
setts. It  is  worthy  of  note  that  his  father  and 
grandfather  served  in  the  same  company  and  reg- 


iment in  the  War  of  the  Revolution.  He  made 
farming  his  life  occupation,  and  to  this  work  he 
devoted  his  entire  attention  during  active  life. 
A  man  of  strong  intelligence,  fixed  opinions  and 
great  energy,  he  was  fitted  to  be  a  leader  of  others, 
and  in  his  community  he  was  influential,  his  opin- 
ion always  carrying  weight.  At  the  time  of  his 
death  he  was  about  seventy  years  of  age. 

In  the  various  removals  made  b}^  the  family,  our 
subject  took  part,  his  education  being  obtained 
in  the  common  schools  of  the  different  places  where 
he  lived.  After  completing  the  studies  of  the 
common  schools,  he  entered  the  preparatory  de- 
partment of  Miami  University,  and  later  attended 
the  Ohio  Wesleyan  University  at  Delaware.  At 
the  time  the  war  broke  out  he  was  Superintendent 
of  the  schools  of  Newtown,  Ohio.  He  had  inheri- 
ted the  spirit  of  his  Revolutionary  forefathers  and, 
fired  with  patriotic  zeal,  he  enlisted  as  a  member 
of  Compan3^  G,  Second  Kentucky  Infantry,  in 
which  he  served  for  two  and  one-half  years.  In 
1861  he  served  as  a  scout  and  assistant  engineer  un- 
der General  Cox,  and  then  joined  Buell  and  took 
part  in  the  battle  of  Shiloh,  where,  the  Captain  be- 
ing killed,  he  took  the  command  of  the  company. 
He  participated  in  the  battle  of  Pittsburg  Landing, 
and  at  Corinth  led  the  assault  on  the  Tishomingo 
bridge.  In  guarding  a  bridge  just  south  of  Nash- 
ville, while  serving  as  Captain  of  his  company,  he 
was  taken  prisoner,  and  was  in  Oglethorpe,  Salis- 
bury and  Libby  prisons  for  eight  months.  On  be- 
ing released  from  prison,  he  resigned  and  re-enlisted 
as  a  private  in  the  Tenth  Ohio  Battery,  and  eight- 
een months  later,  in  August,  1865,  he  was  mustered 
out  as  Second  Lieutenant.  In  all  the  battles  of 
the  Atlanta  campaign  and  in  the  fight  with  Hood 
at  Nashville  he  took  a  part. 

After  the  war  our  subject  read  law  in  Chicago* 
but,  owing  to  failing  health,  he  changed  his  occu- 
pation and  became  a  commercial  traveler.  Later 
he  was  on  the  lecture  platform,  principally  in  tem- 
perance work.  About  1880  he  returned  to  Mich- 
igan and  was  made  Secretary  of  the  State  Temper- 
ance Alliance,  with  headquarters  at  Lansing  and 
Jackson.  In  the  spring  of  1883  he  moved  to  Pe- 
toskey and  bought  the  Record^  which  he  has  owned 
^nd  controlled  ever  since.     This  is  a  weekly  paper, 
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Republican  in  politics  and  popular  throughout  the 
county. 

June  1,  1870,  Mr.  Bontecou  married  Miss  Maria, 
daughter  of  John  and  Margaret  (Eckley)  Oven,  of 
Shobden,  Herefordshire,  England.  Of  their  union 
one  child,  Margaret,  has  been  born.  Mr.  Bontecou 
is  not  a  communicant  of  any  church,  but  attends  the 
Presbyterian  Church,  to  which  his  wife  belongs. 
Socially  he  is  Past  Commander  of  Lombard  Post 
No.  170,  G.  A.  R.,  and  Aide-de-Camp  on  the  Na- 
tional Staff.  He  also  affiliates  with  the  Knights  of 
the  Maccabees  and  is  Past  Commander  of  his  lodge. 
As  may  be  inferred  from  a  perusal  of  his  paper, 
he  is  a  strong  Republican,  devoted  to  party  prin- 
ciples. He  is  the  present  Chairman  of  the  Repub- 
lican Senatorial  Committee  and  is  otherwise  prom- 
inently connected  with  his  party.  He  is  President 
of  the  Petoskey  Branch  of  the  National  Loan  and 
Investment  Company,  which  is  one  of  the  strong- 
est and  most  reliable  institutions  of  the  kind  in 
the  state. 


r^  RAND  TRAVERSE  HERALD.  A  success- 
^^"^  ful  newspaper  is  generally  representative 
of  the  people  of  the  place  in  which  it  is 
located,  and  its  value  to  a  community  is  beyond 
estimate.  In  Northern  Michigan  there  are  a  num- 
ber of  papers  that  have  aided  in  no  small  measure 
in  promoting  the  general  welfare  m  every  useful 
way.  Prominent  among  these  is  the  Grand  Trav- 
erse Herald^  which  is  in  every  respect  a  progressive 
journal,  and  exerts  a  potent  influence  in  all  public 
matters.  Its  zealous  advocacy  of  local  interests 
has  made  it  popular  with  the  citizens  of  Traverse 
City,  whose  progress  it  has  materially  aided. 

Briefly  reviewing  the  histor}^  of  the  Herald  from 
the  time  of  its  inception  until  the  present  year 
(1895),  we  find  that  it  was  founded  by  Hon.  Mor- 
gan Bates,  who  was  editor  and  proprietor  from 
1858  until  1867.  This  gentleman  was  born  near 
Glens  Falls,  N.  Y.,  July  12,  1806,  and  died  March 
2,  1874,  at  the  age  of  sixty-eight  years.  He  was 
orphaned  by  his  mother's  death  when  he  was  a  lad 
of  seven  years,  soon  after  which  event  he  went  to 


Sandy  Hill,  N.  Y.,  and  became  an  apprentice  to  the 
printing  business.  Upon  completing  his  trade  he 
worked  as  a  journeyman  printer  in  Albany,  N.  Y., 
and  other  cities.  In  1826,  at  the  age  of  twenty 
years,  he  embarked  in  his  first  newspaper  enter- 
prise, which  was  the  publication  of  the  Warren 
Gazette^  at  Warren,  Pa.  While  thus  engaged,  Hor- 
ace Greeley  worked  in  his  employ  as  a  journeyman 
printer. 

Removing  in  1828  to  Jamestown,  N.  Y.,  Mr. 
Bates  became  the  proprietor  of  the  Chautauqua 
Republican,  While  in  that  city  he  married  Miss 
Janet  Cook,  of  Argyle,  N.  Y.  He  continued  the 
publication  of  the  Republican  for  two  years,  when 
he  disposed  of  the  paper  and,  moving  to  New  York, 
became  an  employe  in  one  of  the  large  printing 
establishments  of  the  great  metropolis.  For  a 
time  he  worked  for  Horace  Greelej^  as  foreman,  as 
the  latter  had  previously  worked  for  him  at  War- 
ren, and  during  this  period  he  planned  the  typo- 
graphical form  of  the  New  Yorker,  which  the  fa- 
mous journalist  afterward  established. 

The  year  1836  witnessed  the  arrival  of  Morgan 
Bates  in  Detroit,  Mich.,  where  he  secured  a  posi- 
tion as  foreman  in  the  office  of  the  Detroit  Adder- 
User,  This  paper  he  purchased  in  the  year  1839,  in 
connection  with  George  Dawson.  The  latter  soon 
transferred  his  interest  to  Mr.  Bates,  who  remained 
its  proprietor  until  1844,  In  1849  he  went  to 
California,  via  Cape  Horn,  and  spent  two  years  in 
the  Golden  State,  returning  home  by  way  of  the 
Isthmus.  Jn  1852  he  again  went  to  the  Pacific 
Coast,  this  time  accompanied  by  his  wife,  who  re- 
mained there  until  failing  health  induced  her  to 
return  East.  She  died  in  Argyle,  N.  Y.,  July  19, 
1855. 

While  a  resident  of  California  Morgan  Bates  was 
for  a  time  the  owner  and  proprietor  of  the  daily 
and  weekly  Alta  Californian,  Returning  in  1857 
to  Michigan,  he  resided  in  Lansing  until  his  re- 
moval to  Traverse  City.  In  Lansing  he  was  a 
second  time  married,  this  wife  being  Clymene  C. 
Cole,  who  died  m  1872.  In  1858  he  came  to 
Traverse  City,  then  an  insignificant  hamlet  con- 
taining a  very  few  houses  and  situated  one  hun- 
dred and  fifty  miles  from  anj^  railroad,  thirty  miles 
from  a  regular  steamboat  route,  and  at  least  one 
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hundred  miles  from  the  primitive  stage  route.  To 
a  casual  observer  the  enterprise  projected  by  liim 
would  seem  to  be  doomed  to  disaster,  but  subse- 
quent events  proved  that  his  judgment  was  not 
misplaced.  With  the  growth  of  this  section  of 
the  state  the  paper  has  been  intimately  associ- 
ated, and  has  perhaps  contributed  more  to  the  de- 
velopment of  its  resources  and  the  increase  of  its 
population  than  any  other  factor. 

For  eight  years  Morgan  Bates  served  as  Treas- 
urer of  Grand  Traverse  County.  Under  the  ad- 
ministration of  President  Lincoln  he  was  appointed 
Register  of  the  United  States  Land  Office  at  Trav- 
erse City,  He  was  removed  by  Andrew  Johnson, 
but  re-appointed  by  President  Grant,  continuing 
to  hold  the  position  until  iiis  demise.  In  1868  he 
was  chosen  Lieutenant-Governor  of  Michigan,  and 
two  3-ears  later  was  re-elected.  B}^  virtue  of  the 
office  he  was  President  of  the  Senate. 

Succeeding  Hon.  Morgan  Bates  as  editor  of  the 
Herald  was  Hon.  D.  C.  Leach,  who  was  identified 
with  the  paper  from  1867  until  1876.  This  gen- 
tleman was  born  in  Erie  County,  N.  Y.,  November 
23.  1822,  and  in  childhood  accompanied  his  par- 
ents to  Genesee  County,  jMich.  After  completing 
his  education  he  engaged  in  teaching  for  several 
years.  In  1849  he  was  chosen  a  member  of  the 
Constitutional  Convention,  and  in  1855  he  was 
appointed  State  Librarian.  Upon  the  ticket  of  the 
Republican  party  he  was  in  1856  elected  to  Con- 
gress from  the  Fourth  District,  then  consisting  of 
the  northern  part  of  the  Lower  Peninsula  and  all 
of  the  Upper  Peninsula.  To  this  responsible  posi- 
tion he  was  re-elected  in  1858.  In  1861  he  was 
appointed  by  President  Lincoln  to  the  position  of 
United  States  Indian  Agent  for  Michigan,  in 
which  capacity  he  served  for  four  years.  In  1865 
he  moved  from  Lansing  to  Traverse  Citj',  and  two 
years  later  he  was  chosen  to  serve  as  a  member  of 
the  Constitutional  Convention  which  met  at  Lan- 
sing. Soon  afterward  he  purchased  the  Grand 
Traverse  Herald^  which  he  published  for  nine  years. 
In  1876  he  removed  to  Springfield,  Mo.,  but  in 
March,  1882,  returned  to  Traverse  City,  where  he 
remained  a  number  of  years.  He  is  now  a  resident 
of  Walton,  Grand  Traverse  County,  where  he  has 
an  extensive  cranberry  marsh. 

The  present  editor  and  proprietor  of  the  Herald^ 


Thomas  T.  Bates,  is  a  nephew  of  Hon.  Morgan 
Bates,  and  a  son  of  Rev.  Merritt  Bates,  the  twin 
brother  of  Morgan.  Rev.  Merritt  Bates  was  born 
in  Queensbury,  Warren  County,  N.  Y.,  near  Glens 
Falls,  on  the  12th  of  July,  1806.  His  mother 
died  at  Glens  Falls  in  the  year  1813,  leaving  four 
sons  and  two  daughters.  At  a  very  early  age 
he  was  obliged  to  become  self-supporting.  His 
educational  advantages  were  very  limited,  but 
through  self-culture  he  became  the  possessor  of  a 
wide  fund  of  knowledge,  both  of  a  religious  and 
secular  nature.  In  1827  he  became  a  member  of 
the  Troy  (N.  Y.)  Conference  of  the  Methodist 
Episcopal  Church,  and  the  thirty-six  ensuing  years 
were  devoted  to  ministerial  work  in  that  confer- 
ence, in  which  he  filled  almost  every  important 
appointment.  He  held  the  pastorate  of  churches 
at  Albany,  Troy,  Lansingburg,  Schenectady,  Glov- 
ersville,  Amsterdam,  Glens  Fails,  Keeseville  and 
other  points  in  New  York;  also  at  Burlington,  Mid- 
dlebury,  St.  Albans,  Shelburne,  Bennington  and 
other  places  in  Vermont.  For  four  years  he  held 
the  position  of  Presiding  Elder  of  the  Burlington 
District. 

The  character  of  Rev.  Mr.  Bates  was  one  of 
which  his  descendants  may  well  be  proud.  He 
was  honorable,  upright,  a  man  of  irreproachable 
integrity  and  probity  of  conduct.  He  possessed 
an  unusual  amount  of  will  power,  and  the  emi- 
nence which  he  attained  in  his  conference  was 
largely  due  to  his  force  of  character  and  fixed- 
ness of  opinion.  During  the  ante-bellum  days  he 
was  strong  and  uncompromising  in  his  opposition 
to  slavery,  for  which  opinions,  frankly  expressed 
at  all  times,  he  suffered  persecution  from  his  own 
people,  the  Methodist  Episcopal  Church  being  then 
largely  dominated  b}^  those  who  advocated  slavery. 
It  was  his  privilege  to  witness  the  glorious  triumph 
of  the  cause  to  which  he  was  so  intensely  devoted 
and  for  which  he  had  made  so  many  sacrifices. 

After  a  long  and  useful  career  as  a  minister  of 
the  Gospel,  Rev.  Mr.  Bates  in  1863  retired  from  the 
pulpit  and  settled  with  his  family  on  a  tract  of  land 
near  Traverse  City.  There  he  gradually  improved 
a  good  farm  and  became  the  possessor  of  a  comfort- 
able home,  upon  which  he  continued  to  reside 
until  his  death,  August  23,  1869.     By  those  resi- 
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dents  of  Northern  Michigan  to  whom  he  was  per- 
sonally known,  he  is  remembered  as  a  man  of  large 
ability,  superior  intellectual  powers  and  great  loye 
for  mankind. 

Thomas  T.  Bates,  the  present  editor  and  propri- 
etor of  the  Herald^  was  born  at  Keeseville,  Essex 
County,   N.  Y.,  December  13,    1841.     He  accom- 
panied his  father  in  his  various  removals,  gaining 
his  education  in  the  public  schools.     At  the  age  of 
sixteen  he  started  out  in  the  world  for  himself,  his 
first  position  being  that   of  a   clerk.     After   one 
year  thus  spent  he  entered  a  bank  at  Glens  Falls, 
N.  Y.,  and  a  year  later  accepted  the  position  of 
bookkeeper   in  a   large  banking  establishment   at 
Memphis,  Tenn.     At  the  opening  of  the  Civil  War 
he  returned  North,  and  in  1863  accompanied  his 
parents   to  Grand  Traverse  County.     In    1864  he 
became  Cashier  for  Hannah,  Laj^  &  Co.,  but    re- 
signed two  years  later  in  order  to  open  a  real-es- 
tate office  in  connection  with  Hon.   D.  C.  Leach, 
whose    interest   in  the    business  he  purchased   in 
1871.     While  engaged  in   the  real-estate  business, 
he  became  familiar  with    the    lands  of   Northern 
Michigan  and  also  acquired  a  personal  interest  in 
the  prosperity  of  this  section,  which  he   has  since 
retained.     He  had  the  firmest  faith  in  the  future 
of  this  country,  and  subsequent  events  proved  the 
wisdom  of  his  judgment. 

Purchasing  the  Grand  Traverse  Herald  in  1876, 
Mr.  Bates  has  since  been  its  editor  and  publisher. 
His  connection  with  this  paper  began  in  1865,  and 
upon  assuming  its  management  he  was  familiar 
with  every  detail  of  the  business  and  abundantly 
able  to  make  a  success  of  the  enterprise.  His  wife, 
Mrs.  M.  E.  C.  Bates,  is  associate  editor  of  the  Herald^ 
and  his  daughter,  Miss  Mabel,  is  the  local  and  so- 
ciety editor.  The  religious  home  of  the  family  is 
in  the  Congregational  Church. 

Politically  Mr.  Bates  is  a  stanch  advocate  of 
Republican  principles.  In  December,  1881.  he  was 
appointed  Postmaster  of  Traverse  City,  but  re- 
signed two  years  later  on  account  of  the  increasing 
business  of  the  Herald.  For  several  years  he  was 
chairman  of  his  township  and  county  committees. 
In  1880  he  was  chosen  a  member  of  the  State  Cen- 
tral Committee  of  his  party  and  served  ten  consec- 
utive years,  the  longest  service  ever  given  by  any 


member  of  this  committee.  In  1885  he  was  ap- 
pointed a  member  of  the  Board  of  Trustees  of  the 
Northern  Michigan  Asylum,  located  at  Traverse 
City,  was  re-appointed  in  1889,  and  in  January  of 
the  present  year  was  again  appointed  by  Governor 
Rich  for  a  full  term  of  six  years.  For  seven  years 
he  was  President  of  this  board.  In  the  fall  of  1885 
he  was  also  appointed  a  member  of  the  Board  of 
Building  Commissioners  for  the  same  institution, 
to  fill  the  vacancy  caused  by  the  resignation  of 
Hon.  Perry  Hannah,  and  was  at  once  chosen  Chair- 
man of  the  board,  serving  in  this  capacity  un- 
til the  completion  of  the  work  of  the  commission  in 
the  fall  of  1 886. 

By  all  who  know  him  Mr.  Bates  is  looked  up  to 
as  a  man  of  superior  ability,  a  successful  editor 
and  a  capable  business  man.  His  editorials  attract 
no  little  attention.  When  he  supports  an  enter- 
prise he  does  it  with  his  whole  soul,  and  what  he 
condemns  through  his  paper  his  friends  are  apt  to 
let  alone.  No  resident  of  Traverse  City  is  more 
interested  in  the  development  of  its  commercial 
resources  than  is  he,  and  he  maintains  the  warmest 
sympathy  with  all  measures  calculated  to  enhance 
its  prosperity.  In  1867  he  was  united  in  marriage 
with  Miss  Martha  E.,  daughter  of  Jesse  Cram,  who 
for  many  years  was  identified  with  the  early  his- 
tory of  Wayne  and  Genesee  Counties,  and  was 
also  one  of  the  pioneers  of  Grand  Traverse  Coun- 
ty, and  who  died  in  1884. 


^> 


THOMAS  KNEALE,  a  well  known  lumber, 
man  of  Northern  Michigan,  residing  at 
Harbor  Springs,  was  born  on  the  Isle  of 
Man,  April  23,  1840.  His  parents,  John  Colum- 
bus and  Ann  (Christian)  Kneale,  natives  of  the 
same  place  as  himself,  had  a  family  of  four  sons 
and  three  daughters,  of  whom  six  survive,  Mar- 
garet having  died  in  girlhood.  The  others  are 
John  Columbus,  Thomas,  Henry,  James,  Esther  and 
Ann.  The  father  of  these  children,  an  energetic, 
industrious  and  honest  farmer,  spent  his  entire  life 
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on  the  Isle  of  Man,  where  he  died  in  1889,  at  the 
age  of  about  eiglity-five.  His  wife  survived  him 
only  one  year,  and  was  eighty-three  at  the  time  of 
her  death. 

The  paternal  grandfather  of  our  subject  bore  the 
name  of  James  Kneale.  He  was  born  and  reared 
on  the  Isle  of  Man,  and  there  died  when  in  his 
ninetieth  year.  He  followed  the  occupation  of  a 
farmer,  to  which  eraploj^ment  he  reared  his  family 
of  five  sons.  Ph3^sicaily  he  was  of  medium  height 
and  of  robubt  constitution,  and  it  is  said  of  him 
that  he  was  never  ill  a  day  in  his  life  until  the 
time  of  his  fatal  sickness.  Though  he  attained  an 
age  so  advanced,  he  looked  younger  than  most 
men  many  years  his  junior,  his  hair  being  still 
dark  at  the  time  of  his  death.  Few  derived  as 
mu(;h  enjoyment  from  life  as  did  he,  and,  being  a 
good-natured,  hearty,  jovial  man,  he  was  very 
popular  among  his  associates,  by  whom  his  joking 
propensities  were  highly  appreciated.  The  mater- 
nal grandfather  of  our  subject  was  also  an  agri- 
culturist, and  died  on  the  Isle  of  Man. 

Upon  his  father's  farm  the  subject  of  this  notice 
spent  the  years  of  his  childhood  and  3'outh.  In 
1867  he  went  to  Cleveland,  Ohio,  but  after  only  a 
year  there  he  proceeded  to  Chicago,  where  for  a 
time  he  was  engaged  at  the  trade  of  a  carpenter, 
and  also  was  in  the  employ  of  the  Malleable  Iron 
Works.  In  1881  he  came  to  Harbor  Springs,  Mich., 
where  he  bought  a  sawmill,  and  this  he  has  since 
operated,  giving  employment  to  about  twenty-five 
men  the  larger  part  of  the  year.  He  also  engaged 
in  farming  upon  a  small  scale.  His  educational 
facilities  were  limited  to  a  short  attendance  at  the 
schools  of  his  native  place,  but  through  observa- 
tion he  has  become  well  informed.  Prior  to  com- 
ing to  this  country  he  learned  the  carpenter's 
trade,  but  has  never  followed  it  to  any  great  ex- 
tent. While  in  Chicago  he  filled  the  position  of 
Superintendent  of  the  Chicago  Malleable  Iron 
Works  for  seven  years.  In  that  responsible  posi- 
tion, as  in  all  others  to  which  he  has  been  called, 
he  rendered  efficient  service,  reflecting  credit  upon 
his  ability  and  proving  the  possession  of  more 
than  ordinary  judgment  on  his  part. 

On  the  16th  of  September,  1868,  Mr.  Kneale  was 
united  in  marriage  with  Miss  Catherine  Jane,  the 


daughter  of  Robert  Cannon.  They  hold  member- 
ship m  the  Presbyterian  Church,  and  are  popu- 
lar in  the  best  society  of  this  locality.  In  every- 
thing connected  with  the  welfare  of  Harbor  Springs 
he  takes  an  active  part,  and  at  the  present  time  is 
serving  as  Treasurer  of  the  Business  Men's  Asso- 
ciation. Politically  he  is  an  advocate  of  Repub- 
lican principles,  and  for  two  years  filled  the  office 
of  Village  Trustee.  Fraternally  he  is  connected 
with  the  Royal  Arcanum.  He  is  a  man  who  ranks 
high  in  the  estimation  of  his  associates,  and  is 
numbered  among  the  representative  and  successful 
lumbermen  of  Northern  Michigan. 


TT^  LIJAH  N.  FITCH,  a  leading  lawyer  of 
jno  Mason  County,  has  been  identified  with 
the  upbuilding  of  Ludington  since  1870. 
He  was  the  first  City  Attorney  of  the  place,  and 
drafted  its  charter  and  by-laws.  For  three  years 
before  its  organization  he  was  Supervisor  of  the 
township,  and  was  Prosecuting  Attorney  of  the 
county  for  two  years.  He  was  Receiver  of  Public 
Moneys  for  one  year  at  Reed  City,  and  for  three 
years  at  Graj'ling  for  the  United  States  Govern- 
ment, and  was  the  only  one  out  of  six  such  officers 
retained  when  the  three  Michigan  offices  were  con- 
solidated. He  owns  a  fruit  farm  comprising  twen- 
ty-two acres  just  outside  of  the  city  limits,  and 
thereon  stands  his  pleasant  and  commodious  res- 
idence. 

The  parents  of  our  subject  were  Elijah  and 
Hannah  (Hathaway)  Fitch,  natives  of  New  York. 
The  former  in  early  life  was  a  Methodist  minister, 
but  subsequently  engaged  in  agriculture.  In  the 
fall  of  1830  he  settled  in  Washtenaw  County, 
Mich.,  clearing  a  farm  in  the  woods.  Afterward 
he  settled  in  Livingston  County,  and  still  later 
moved  to  Clinton  County,  in  both  of  these  clear- 
ing and  improving  homesteads.  He  died  in  Clin- 
ton County,  in  May,  1864,  aged  sixty-five  years. 
His  father  was  a  native  of  Connecticut,  and  his 


ARLINGTON    C.    LKWIS. 


PORTRAIT  AND  BIOGRAPHICAL  RECORD. 


483 


grandfather  was  a  Captain  in  the  British  service  in 
the  French  War.  Mrs.  Elijah  Fitch  survived  her 
husband  only  three  days,  although  she  was  per- 
fectly well  at  the  time  of  his  demise.  She  was  also 
a  devout  Methodist,  and  when  called  to  the  better 
land  was  in  her  fifty -sixth  year. 

E.  N.  Fitch  is  one  of  seven  children,  six  of 
whom  are  living,  the  others  being  Olive,  a  widow; 
Malcolm,  of  South  Dakota;  John  M.,  a  resident  of 
Durand,  Mich.;  Harriet,  widow  of  George  Putnam, 
and  now  of  Oklahoma;  and  Sarah. 

Our  subject  was  born  in  Washtenaw  County, 
this  state,  January  23,  1839,  and  was  about  nine 
years  of  age  when  his  father  removed  from  Liv- 
ingston to  Oakland  County.  His  early  schooling 
was  obtained  principally  in  the  latter  county,  and 
his  youth  was  mainly  passed  on  a  farm.  When 
nineteen  years  old  he  began  the  study  of  law  in 
the  office  of  Joab  Baker,  in  De  Witt,  Clinton  Coun- 
ty. Later  he  studied  under  Amos  Gould,  of  Owos- 
so,  in  the  same  county,  and  was  admitted  to  the 
Bar  in  1857.  He  began  practicing  immediately  at 
Ovid,  where  he  remained  until  May,  1870,  and 
then  came  to  Ludington.  In  November,  1863,  he 
enlisted  in  Company  I,  Twenty-seventh  Michigan 
Infantry,  and  served  until  March,  1865.  He  was 
once  injured  by  a  bullet  which  lodged  in  his  body, 
and  received  serious  wounds  on  the  30th  of  July, 
1864,  at  the  blowing  up  of  the  mine  in  front  of 
Petersburg.  He  was  in  all  the  engagements  from 
the  Rapidan  to  Petersburg,  and  after  leaving  the 
service  his  health  was  so  poor  that  for  several 
years  he  was  unable  to  engage  activel}^  in  business. 

August  3,  1859,  Mr.  Fitch  married  Jane  F., 
daughter  of  John  Gould.  Ten  children  were  born 
of  their  union.  Juanita  married  H.  E.  Fitch,  who 
died  in  December,  1894.  They  had  four  children: 
Edna,  Mack,  Nelson  and  Lester  G.  Clara  mar- 
ried Virgil  Fitch,a  brother  of  her  sister's  husband. 
The  other  children  are  as  follows:  John,  Seymour, 
Adolphus  H.,  Bertrand,  Hattie,  Freddie,  Murray  M., 
and  one  who  died  in  infancy.  The  mother  is  a 
member  of  the  Congregational  Church. 

The  maternal  grandfather  of  E.  N.  Fitch  bore 
the  name  of  Joseph  Hathaway,  and  his  wife  was  a 
Miss  McConnell,  of  Irish  birth.  He  was  a  native 
of  New    York,   of   English    descent,   and  was   a 


hero  of  the  War  of  1812.  His  life  being  spent  in 
agricultural  and  out-of-door  pursuits,  he  lived  to 
attain  a  good  old  age,  dying  in  his  eighty-seventh 
year.  Fraternally  our  subject  was  a  member  of 
the  Grand  Army  of  the  Republic,  identified 
with  the  lodge  at  Reed  City  for  a  short  time.  In 
politics  he  is  a  supporter  of  the  Democracy. 
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crpr  RLINGTON  C.  LEWIS  is  Cashier  of  the 
j  \  Lake  City  Bank,  which  was  opened  in 
1893.  In  the  fall  of  1872  he  was  elected 
Prosecuting  Attorney  of  Missaukee  County,  two 
years  later  was  re-elected,  and  also  served  as  Dep- 
uty County  Treasurer.  At  the  end  of  his  term  he 
was  elected  County  Clerk  and  Register  of  Deeds, 
and  so  faithfully  met  the  duties  which  fell  upon 
him  that  he  was  re-elected  to  the  position,  and 
served  four  years.  Since  1873  he  has  made  his 
home  in  this  city,  and  has  been  engaged  in  busi- 
ness during  this  period.  He  was  appointed  Post- 
master in  1876,  and  has  served  altogether  for 
twelve  years  in  that  capacity. 

The  parents  of  A.  C.  Lewis  were  Cyrus  and 
Clarissa  (Easton)  Lewis,  natives  of  Steuben  Coun- 
ty, N.  Y.,  and  Ohio,  respectively.  The  father  was 
a  physician,  and  practiced  principally  in  Stark 
County,  Ohio.  He  was  born  May  10,  1824,  and 
died  at  Marlboro,  Stark  County,  October  26,  1877, 
at  the  age  of  fifty-three  years.  His  wife  was  born 
March  11,  1828,  and  died  March  19,  1853.  She 
was  a  devoted  member  of  the  Methodist  Church, 
and  a  woman  who  was  loved  by  all  who  knew  her. 
Our  subject's  paternal  grandfather  was  Peter  Sam- 
uel Lewis,  a  farmer.  He  was  born  in  Ontario  County, 
N.  Y.,  February  5,  1792,  and  died  April  21,  1864. 
His  wife,  whose  maiden  name  was  Phoebe  Smith, 
was  a  native  of  Orange  County,  N.  Y.,  born  April 
18,  1799,  and  died  November  14,  1871.  James 
Easton,  the  maternal  grandfather,  was  a  native  of 
Massachusetts,  born  April  2,  1796,  and  died  No- 
vember 25,  1870.     His  wife  was  born  in  New  York 
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State,  February  24,  1806,  and  passed  to  her  final 
rest  January  6,  1877. 

Arlington  C.  Lewis,  wbo  is  an  only  child,  was 
born  in  Middlefield  Township,  Geauga  County, 
Ohio,  October  12,  1847.  His  mother  died  when 
he  was  a  mere  child,  and  when  he  was  nine  years 
old  he  went  to  St.  John's,  Clinton  County,  Mich., 
being  adopted  by  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Joseph  Field.  He 
lived  and  worked  on  their  homestead  until  the 
fall  of  1863,  when  lie  enlisted  in  Company  I, 
Twenty-seventh  Michigan  Infantry.  He  served 
about  two  years,  receiving  an  honorable  discharge 
at  the  close  of  the  war.  He  participated  in  the 
battles  of  Spottsylvania,  Cold  Harbor,  Weldon 
Railroad  and  the  siege  of  Petersburg,  besides  nu- 
merous other  skirmishes,  and  was  on  detached 
duty  a  portion  of  the  time.  For  a  year  after  re- 
turning from  the  South  he  attended  school  at  St. 
John's,  and  for  the  next  two  years  was  engaged  in 
teaching.  Ho  then  took  up  the  study  of  law  with 
Hon.  Randolph  Strickland,  ex-Member  of  Congress. 
In  1870-71  he  was  in  the  law  department  of  the 
Michigan  State  University  at  Ann  Arbor,  and  was 
admitted  to  the  Bar  May  20,  1872. 

Mr.  Lewis  began  the  practice  of  his  profession 
at  Portland,  Ionia  Count}-,  but  a  few  weeks  later 
removed  to  Falmouth,  then  the  county  seat  of 
Missaukee  County.  In  the  fall  of  1872  he  became 
Prosecuting  Attorney,  thus  serving  for  the  first 
time  in  a  public  capacity.  In  the  following  year 
the  county  seat  was  removed  by  a  vote  of  the 
people  to  Lake  City,  and  Mr.  Lewis  accordingly 
changed  his  residence,  and  has  made  this  his  per- 
manent home.  About  1879  he  opened  a  general 
store  in  partnership  with  John  Vogel.  At  the  end 
of  a  year  he  bought  out  his  partner,  and  conducted 
the  business  alone  for  six  years.  He  served  alto- 
gether as  County  Clerk  and  Register  of  Deeds  for 
eight  years. 

December  24, 1873,  Mr.  Lewis  married  Miss  Mary 
Lucy,  daughter  of  Isaac  and  Maiy  R.  Beech.  Four 
children  have  been  the  result  of  their  union,  viz.: 
Arthur  Eugene,  Gertrude,  Blame  Irvin  and  Ever- 
ard  Arlington.  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Lewis  are  active  mem- 
bers of  the  Presbyterian  Church,  and  the  former 
is  one  of  the  Elders  in  the  congregation.  He  be- 
longs to  the  Masonic  and  Odd  Fellows'  fraterni- 


ties, and  is  a  member  of  Caldwell  Post  No.  365, 
G.  A.  R.,  Department  of  Michigan.  His  ballot  has 
uniformly  been  deposited  for  Republican  candi- 
dates and  party  principles.  For  some  years  before 
he  was  twenty-one  he  bore  the  family  name  of  the 
gentleman  by  whom  he  had  been  adopted,  and  in 
this  name  he  enlisted  in  the  army.  On  reaching 
his  majority,  he  resumed  his  family  name,  and  has 
ever  since  been  called  by  his  present  title. 
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r        EANDER   D.  SHIRTLIFF,  Notary  Public 
I   Cy  and  real-estate  dealer  of  Bear  Lake,  is  the 
Coroner    of    Manistee   County,   and    has 
served  in  that  capacitj^  for  two  terms  of  two  years 
each.     For   twelve   years   he  was   Justice   of  the 
Peace  in  Pleasanton  Township,  this  county,  and  is 
quite  a  leader  in  local  affair^:.     Though  affiliated 
with  the  Democratic  party,  he   does  not  confine 
himself  to  narrow  views,  but  if  a  better  man  is  put 
up  by  the  opposition  that  man  receives  his  support. 
The  paternal  grandfather  of  our  subject  was  a 
soldier  in  the  Revolutionary  War.     Leander  D.  is 
a  native  of  Novi,  Oakland  County,  Mich.,  and  was 
born  April  17,  1841.     His  parents  were  Sylvanus 
and  Mary  (Durfee)  Shirtliff,  natives  of  Connecti- 
cut and  New  York  State,  respectively.     They  were 
pioneers   of  Oakland  County,  Mich.,  where  they 
removed  in  1831,  and  both  died  in   Novi  Town- 
ship.    They  reared  a  family  of  five  children,  two 
sons  and    three  daughters:    Elizabeth,  Eleanor  J., 
Daniel  A.,  Huldah  and  our  subject.     Eleanor   has 
never    married,  and  is  still  living  in  her  native 
county.     Daniel  A.  was  a  resident  of  this  place  at 
the  time  of  his  death, and  was  engaged  in  running 
a  shoe  and  harness  shop.     He  left  a  wife  and  two 
children    to  mourn  his  loss.     The  early  years  of 
Leander   D.  Shirtliff   were   passed    in    his    native 
county,  where  he  received  a  public-school  educa- 
tion.    He  pursued  his  higher  studies  in  the  normal 
school  at  Ypsilanti  until  the  senior  year,  when  he 
was  obliged  to  leave  school  and  start  out  in   the 
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battle  of  life.     For  several  years  subsequently  he 
was  successfully  employed  in  teaching  school. 

In  1866  Mr.  Shirtliff  came  to  this  county  and 
took  up  a  homestead  of  one  hundred  and  sixty 
acres  in  Pleasanton  Township.  This  place  he  still 
owns,  and  for  about  sixteen  years  he  gave  all  his 
energies  to  the  development  and  improvement  of 
the  farm.  Then,  on  account  of  failing  health, he 
was  obliged  to  seek  less  arduous  work,  and  in  1882 
removed  to  this  village.  Two  years  later  he  was 
honored  by  being  elected  Justice  of  the  Peace,  and 
served  as  such  for  four  years.  He  was  soon  after- 
ward commissioned  Notary  Public,  and  has  been 
extensively  engaged  in  buying  and  selling  real 
estate,  loaning  money  on  good  security,  convey- 
ancing, and  also  obtaining  pensions. 

In  Oakland  County  Mr.  Shirtliff  was  married, 
February  8,  1863,  to  Charlotte  L.  Snyder,  a  native 
of  that  county,  where  she  grew  to  w^omanhood 
and  was  educated.  The  union  of  Mr.  and  Mrs. 
Shirtliff  was  blessed  with  only  one  child,  Leo  S., 
who  died  at  the  age  of  three  years  and  one  month. 

In  all  worthy  public  enterprises  Mr.  Shirtliff  is 
greatly  interested  and  is  always  ready  to  lend  a 
helping  hand.  He  is  a  member  of  tlie  Bear  Lake 
Cornet  Band.  Socially  he  is  Past  Grand  of  Bear 
Lake  Lodge  No.  35, 1.  O.  O.  F.,  and  is  also  a  member 
of  the  Rebekah  Degree.  In  religious  matters  he  is 
liberal  and  was  reared  in  the  Universalist  faith. 


FRED  DENNIS  PAQUETTE,  one  of  the 
progressive  young  business  men  of  Lud- 
ington,  is  a  druggist  by  occupation.  He 
keeps  a  full  line  of  drugs  and  medicines  and  makes 
a  specialty  of  optical  work.  After  passing  three 
years  in  study  on  the  subject  of  the  human  eye, 
its  diseases  and  their  proper  treatment,  he  attended 
a  course  of  lectures  given  by  Dr.  Julius  King,  of 
Cleveland,  Ohio,  and  October  8,  1892,  received 
a  certificate.  In  February,  1893,  he  was  granted 
one  by  the  Chicago  Ophthalmic  College  after  at- 


tending a  course  of  Dr.  Martin's  lectures.  He  is 
thus  well  qualified  for  the  business,  and  keeps 
several  of  the  latest  and  most  scientific  instruments 
for  testing  the  eye.  Lenses  are  fitted  on  the  ir- 
refraction  principle,  by  means  of  the  famous  Javal- 
Schlotz  ophthalmometer.  This  is  an  elaborate  and 
wonderful  instrument,  embodying  the  modern 
principles  and  latest  investigations  in  regard  to 
the  organs  of  sight.  Mr.  Paquette  also  possesses 
one  of  Dr.  Gulbertson's  prisoptometers. 

A  son  of  Eseube  and  Philoraene  Paquette,  our 
subject  was  born  in  Manville,  province  of  Quebec, 
Canada,  December  22,  1863,  and  when  three  years 
of  age  was  brought  to  Michigan,  his  parents  locat- 
ing in  Grand  Huron.  In  1870  the  family  removed 
to  Ludington,  but  at  the  end  of  two  years  became 
residents  of  Muskegon.  The  father  died  in  No- 
vember, 1889,  but  his  wife  is  still  living.  The  ed- 
ucation of  F.  D.  Paquette  was  obtained  in  the  pub- 
li<^  schools  and  in  the  high  school,  from  which 
he  did  not,  however,  graduate.  December  9, 
1879,  he  began  his  studies  with  Dr.  F.  N.  Latti- 
mer,  and  on  the  7th  of  August,  1886,  became  in- 
terested in  his  present  business.  His  location  near 
the  Elliot  House  is  very  central  and  favorable  to 
his  business.  On  the  11th  of  June,  1881,  the 
store  of  his  employer.  Dr.  Lattimer,  was  de- 
stroyed by  fire,  after  which  the  young  man  was 
employed  by  Fayette  Johnson  until  his  failure  in 
business.  Then,  going  to  Cadillac,  Mr.  Paquette 
was  employed  for  two  years  and  a-half  by  Case, 
Smith  &  Dates,  druggists  and  grocers. 

After  leaving  the  firm  just  mentioned,  Mr.  Pa- 
quette went  to  Big  Rapids,  Mich.,  where  he  re- 
mained for  about  a  year,  afterward,  in  the  summer 
of  1884,  being  employed  in  Bay  City.  Then  re- 
turning to  Cadillac,  he  was  employed  by  the  drug 
firm  of  J.  W.  Cummer  &  Co.  December  18,  1885, 
he  returned  to  Ludington  and  took  charge  of  the 
store  owned  by  Victor  Roussin,  and  in  August, 
1886,  purchased  the  business  which  he  still  runs. 
His  reputation  as  an  oculist  of  much  more  than  or- 
dinary ability,  research  and  practice  is  rapidly 
gaining  for  bim  an  extended  trade. 

August  5,  1891,  Mr.  Paquette  married  Miss  Mary 
Ella,  daughter  of  Lewis  E.  Laurence,  a  well  known 
citizen    of  Ludington.     To   our  subject  and  wife 
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have  been  born  two  sons:  Freddie  de  Zera,  born 
August  7,  1892;  and  Roy  DeWitt,  born  August  19, 
1894.  The  parents  are  members  of  St.  Simon's 
Catholic  Church.  In  his  political  belief  Mr.  Pa- 
quette  is  identified  with  the  Democratic  party. 
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DANIEL  HORNKOHL  is  one  of  the  promi- 
nent early  settlers  and  business  men  of 
Manistee.  He  now  owns  and  operates  a 
fine  bakery  at  No.  302  First  Street,  which  he  con- 
ducts in  an  able  manner.  He  is  master  of  his  trade, 
understanding  every  department  of  the  business. 
Two  double  wagons  are  constantly  in  use  for  de- 
livering goods  to  customers  in  all  parts  of  the  cit}', 
and  in  addition  to  this  large  quantities  are  sold 
m  wholesale  lots  to  the  trade.  For  five  years  Mr. 
Horn  kohl  was  a  member  of  the  volunteer  fire  de- 
partment of  this  city,  after  which  he  was  elected 
Assistant  Chief,  a  position  he  held  for  eleven  years, 
and  then  resigned.  At  present  he  is  Under  Sheriff, 
and  was  Constable  and  Deputj^  Sheriff  for  several 
years.  In  the  spring  of  1894  he  was  elected  City 
Alderman. 

Born  April  9,  1838,  in  Nordheim,  Germany,  our 
subject  continued  to  live  in  the  Fatherland  until 
1862.  (He  enjoys  the  distinction  of  having  been 
christei^d  by  the  King  of  Hanover.  A  curious 
law  prevails  in  all  the  German  provinces,  which 
entitles  parents  to  call  upon  the  King  to  christen 
their  seventh  son,  and  this  entitles  the  child  to 
free  admission  to  the  military  schooO  His  parents 
were  William  and  Sophia  Hornkohl.  Of  the  fam- 
ily the  following  came  to  America:  Louis,  who 
died  in  Manistee;  August,  who  is  a  resident  of 
Newark,  N.  J.;  Ernest,  who  is  aloo  making  his  home 
in  this  city;  and  our  subject. 

May  26,  1862,  Daniel  Hornkohl  embarked  on  a 
vessel  bound  for  the  United  States.  He  had  learned 
the  baker's  trade  before  leaving  Germany,  and 
worked  for  a  time  in  Milwaukee,  Wis.,  at  that  bus- 
iness.    He  had  been  exempted  from  military  serv- 


ice in  Germany,  but  now  took  up  arms  in  defense 
of  the  Flag  under  whose  protection  he  expected 
to  pass  his  future  life.  September  3,  1862,  he  en- 
listed in  Company  A,  Ninth  Wisconsin  Infantry, 
and  was  placed  in  the  Army  of  the  Trans-Missis- 
sippi, under  Generals  Steele  and  Herring.  He  took 
part  in  numerous  engagements,  among  which  were 
the  battles  of  Saline  River,  Prairie  Grove,  Canes 
Hill,  Camden,  Prairie  d'  Anne,  and  the  Red  River 
expedition.  He  had  numerous  engagements  with 
the  rebel  Generals,  Price,  Marmaduke  and  Kirby 
Smith,  and  warfare  with  the  guerrillas,  mainly  in 
the  Indian  Territory.  He  was  discharged  June  3, 
1865,  having  spent  three  years  in  active  service  at 
the  front.  Surely  no  American-born  citizen  could 
have  been  expected  to  do  more,  and  he  is  justly 
entitled  to  a  full  measure  of  praise. 

October  3,  1865,  our  subject  was  married  in  Mil- 
waukee to  Sophia  Kamschulte,  who  was  born  Oc- 
tober 12,  1845,  in  Berlin,  Prussia.  Her  parents 
were  Clemons  and  Sophia  (Blankenfeld)  Kam- 
schulte, the  former  of  whom  came  to  the  United 
States  in  1852,  his  family  following  him  two  years 
later  and  settling  in  Milwaukee.  For  a  short  time 
after  his  marriage  our  subject  engaged  in  the  bak- 
ery business,  but  soon  sold  out  and  went  to  Green 
Bay,  Wis.,  where  he  started  a  bakery  for  another 
party.  Returning  later  to  his  former  employer  in 
the  Cream  City,  he  remained  with  him  until  Au- 
gust 1,  1867.  At  that  time  he  became  a  resident 
of  Manistee,  establishing  a  bakerj^  for  a  Mr.  Baur, 
whom  he  afterward  bought  out,  in  company  with 
his  partner.  He  continued  to  run  the  business  for 
nine  years,  when  he  sold  out  and  for  a  short  period 
ran  a  saloon.  For  the  past  fifteen  years  he  has 
been  located  at  his  present  stand  and  has  a  large 
trade. 

The  union  of  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Hornkohl  has  been 
blessed  with  eight  children,  as  follows:  Mari^,  born 
July  20,  186'^married  John  Hayes,  now  deceased, 
by  whom  she  had  two  children;  Willie,  born 
July  28,  1869,  died  at  the  age  of  twenty-one 
months;  Alma,  born  August  20,  1871,  died  when 
fourteen  months  old;  Gustave  Adolph  and  Adolph 
Gustave,  twins,  born  June  7, 1873,  are  both  living 
at  home;  Clementine  was  born  February  20,  1875, 
Alexander  C.  September  16,  1877,  and  Carl  April 
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8,  1879.  The  latter  died  when  only  four  years  of 
age.  Our  subject  is  a  recognized  leader  in  the 
ranks  of  the  local  Democracy.  He  is  a  member  of 
James  A.  McGinley  Post  No.  201,  G.A.R.,the  In- 
dependent Order  of  Odd  Fellows,  the  Encampment, 
the  Germ^an  Aid  Society  and  the  Knights  of  Honor. 


^[ 
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ROBERT  J.  B.  NEWCOMBE.  Northern 
Michigan  is  the  home  of  a  large  number 
of  men  who  were  thrown  upon  their  own 
resources  at  an  early  age,  and  whose  natural  apt- 
ness and  energy  weie  developed  and  strengthened 
by  contact  with  the  world,  resulting  in  making 
their  lives  more  tlian  ordinarily  successful  in  point 
of  prosperity  and  popularity.  Such  a  one  is  the 
subject  of  this  sketch,  the  well  known  contractor 
and  builder  of  Manistee,  and  a  man  whose  skill 
and  proficiency  in  his  chosen  occupation  are  uni- 
versally recognized. 

An  Englishman  by  birth,  Mr.  Newcombe  was 
born  in  Horrabridge,  Devonshire,  August  24,  1848. 
In  that  shire  he  remained  until  twenty  years  of 
age,  meantime  learning  his  trade  under  the  guid- 
ance of  his  father,  Robert  Newcombe,  who  was  a 
first-class  cabinet-maker  and  carpenter.  In  1869 
our  subject  came  to  the  United  States,  and  for  one 
year  resided  in  Houghton,  Mich.,  where  he  fol- 
lowed his  trade.  He  then  went  to  New  York  and 
settled  in  Medina,  Orleans  County,  where  the  en- 
suing ten  years  were  spent.  During  the  latter  part 
of  his  residence  there  he  began  contracting,  to 
which  he  has  since  given  his  attention. 

In  the  spring  of  1881  Mr.  Newcombe  arrived  in 
Manistee,  and  at  once  commenced  contracting  in 
partnership  with  J.  D.  Maxted,  the  two  continuing 
together  for  six  years,  since  which  time  our  subject 
has  carried  on  the  business  alone.  Among  the 
buildings  which  he  has  erected,  may  be  mentioned 
the  water-works  buildings  at  Manistee  and  Flint, 
Mich.,  the  latter  under  a  contract  of  $10,000;  the 
life-saving  station  at  Holland,  which  cost  $5,000; 


the  life-saving  station  situated  at  Sturgeon  Bay 
Wis.;  the  Manistee  National  Bank  Building,  the 
cost  of  which  was  about  $7,000;  the  Seymour, 
Dun  lap  and  Van  Buren  Blocks;  an  addition  to  the 
Central  School  Building,  and  the  Fourth  Ward 
Schoolhcuse.  He  took  the  contract  for  the  wood- 
work and  painting  of  the  Congregational  Church 
of  Manistee,  which  cost  about  $14,000.  The  paint- 
ing and  interior  decoration  of  Mercy  Hospital 
were  done  by  him,  under  a  contract  of  $14,000, 
the  building  itself  costing  about  $50,000.  Some 
of  the  most  substantial  and  elegant  residences  of 
Manistee  have  been  erected  under  his  personal  su- 
pervision, among  which  are  the  fine  frame  resi- 
dence of  Dr.  R.  T.  Mead,  which  was  erected  at  a 
cost  of  $8,000;  the  home  of  William  Thorson,  un- 
der a  $10,000  contract;  and  the  Blacker  residence. 

Another  contract  held  by  Mr.  Newcombe  was 
that  for  the  residence  of  Edward  Buckley,  which 
is  brick  veneered,  and  one  of  the  most  elegant 
homes  of  Manistee.  The  interior  finishings  are  in 
eight  different  kinds  of  w^ood,  namely:  imported 
sycamore,  mahogany,  bird's-eye  maple,  ash,  cherry, 
white  and  red  oak  and  pine.  The  staircase  is  a 
work  of  art,  the  elaborate  and  beautiful  carving 
having  been  done  by  hand.  The  hand-carving  on 
the  mantels  is  also  perfect  in  detail  and  finish;  the 
halls,  dining-room  and  music-room  are  finished  in 
fine  parquetry  flooring. 

In  his  work  Mr. -Newcombe  usually  employs 
about  fiftj^  men.  His  shop  and  factory  cover  an 
area  of  50x150  feet,  in  which  he  has  a  full  and 
complete  assortment  of-the  latest  appliances  of  the 
trade.  He  also  does  a  custom  work  in  planing, 
mouldings,  sash  and  embossed  work,  and  has  ma- 
chinery with  which  to  produce  all  the  finer  grades 
of  embossed  carving.  He  has  erected  several  resi- 
dences for  himself  at  different  times,  and  now  occu- 
pies a  handsome  house  at  No.  356  Second  Street. 

At  the  age  of  twenty-four,  while  residing  in  New 
York,  Mr.  Newcombe  married  Miss  Mary  A.  Hunt, 
of  Medina,  that  state.  Their  children  are:  Burr, 
who  assists  his  father  in  the  shop;  Lizzie,  a  student 
in  the  Hamilton  Ladies'  College,  at  Hamilton,  On- 
tario; and  Grace,  who  is  a  pupil  in  the  public 
schools  of  Manistee.  Both  Mr.  and  Mrs.  New- 
combe  are   members  of  the  Methodist  Episcopal 
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Church,  in  wliich  he  is  one  of  the  Trustees,  and  she 
is  an  active  worker  in  the  church  societies,  and 
in  the  Woman's  Christian  Temperance  Union. 
Though  not  a  politician,  he  is  well  informed  con- 
cerning public  matters,  and  favors  the  principles 
of  the  Republican  party.  He  was  made  a  Mason 
at  Houghton,  Mich.,  and  holds  membership  in  the 
Manistee  lodge.  One  of  the  incorporators  of  the 
Manistee  Building  and  Loan  Association,  he  has 
since  served  as  a  Director  in  the  concern,  and  is 
also  similarly  connected  with  other  building  and 
loan  associations.  With  his  wife  he  holds  mem- 
bership in  the  Royal  Templars  of  Temperance  So- 
ciety. No  man  has  done  more  for  the  upbuilding 
of  Manistee  and  its  general  improvement  than 
Mr.  Newcombe,  who  has  proved  a  valuable  ac- 
quisition to  the  citizenship  of  this  locality.  His 
prompt  and  methodical  business  habits,  good  finan- 
cial talent  and  tact  in  the  management  of  affairs 
have  brought  to  him  a  success  that  is  well  deserved. 


OLIVER  K.  WHITE,  Treasurer  of  Oceana 
County,  was  born  in  Peru,  Clinton  Coun- 
ty, N.  Y.,  Februaiy  L5,  1831.  His  parents, 
Hosea  and  Anna  (Keese)  White,  were  natives  re- 
spectively of  New  Hampshire  and  New  York,  and 
during  his  infancy  removed  from  Clinton  County 
to  Collins,  P^rie  County,  N.  Y.,  where  they  con- 
tinued to  reside  until  death.  He  remained  upon 
the  home  farm  until  twenty-one  years  of  age,  and 
was  then  married,  April  28,  1852,  to  Miss  Nancy 
Bartlett,  a  native  of  Danby,  Rutland  County,  Vt., 
but  at  the  time  of  their  marriage  a  resident  of 
Erie  County,  N.  Y. 

The  young  couple  settled  upon  a  farm  near  the 
old  homestead  in  Erie  County,  but  two  years  later 
removed  to  Cattaraugus  County,  and  settled  upon 
a  farm  there.  Another  two  yeais  were  thus  spent, 
after  w^hich  they  went  back  to  Erie  County  and 
for  two  years  rented  land  near  the  old  home  farm. 
In    April,    1857,   they  came  to  Oceana    County, 


Mich.,  and  settled  in  what  is  now  Grant  Township, 
but  was  then  known  as  Cla^^  Bank  Township. 
Under  the  Graduation  Act  they  secured  Govern- 
ment land,  and  here  they  commenced  the  task  of 
clearing  and  developing  a  farm. 

In  his  new  home  Mr.  White  had  few  neighbors. 
There  were  a  few  settlements  on  the  lake  shore 
four  and  one-half  miles  distant,  and  others  three 
miles  to  the  south,  across  a  large  sw^amp.  On  the 
north  there  were  no  settlers  nearer  than  Shelby, 
seven  miles  distant.  Soon  after  settling  here,  our 
subject  opened  a  road  seven  miles  long  and  ex- 
tending around  the  swamp  to  the  home  of  Nelson 
Green,  an  old  friend  of  the  family  from  New  York. 
During  the  same  year,  1857,  another  settler,  J.  M. 
Wilson,  cast  in  his  lot  with  the  pioneers  of  this  re- 
gion. No  one  else  joined  the  little  band  until 
1861,  when  Cornelius  Myers  settled  in  this  locality. 

The  land  secured  by  Mr.  White  was  very  heav- 
ily timbered  with  hemlock,  hardwood  and  pine. 
To  secure  a  site  upon  which  to  build  a  house,  he 
was  obliged  to  clear  a  half-acre,  and  from  that 
tract  he  secured  sixteen  trees,  none  less  than  three 
feet  in  diameter.  For  four  years  he  had  no  team 
with  which  to  do  his  logging,  but  in  1861  he  was 
enabled  to  secure  a  yoke  of  oxen,  thus  lightening 
his  labor  to  a  great  degree.  His  only  source  of  in- 
come was  the  sale  of  shingles  made  from  the  pines 
that  abounded  on  his  land.  Wolves  and  other 
wild  animals  were  the  principal  inhabitants  of  the 
neighboring  forests,  although  occasionally  Indians 
selected  camping-grounds  near,  and,  visiting  the 
settlers,  exchanged  venison  for  potatoes  and  pork. 

As  the  readers  may  infer,  Mr.  White  is  entitled 
to  great  credit  for  the  part  he  has  taken  in  the 
development  of  Oceana  County.  He  is  one  of  the 
number  of  hardy  men  who,  less  than  a  half-cent- 
ury ago,  bade  farewell  to  the  familiar  scenes  of 
their  youth,  and  traveled  westward  to  Michigan, 
where  they  assisted  in  laying,  broad,  deep  and 
strong,  the  foundation  of  a  mighty  state,  under 
whose  protection  a  prosperous  people  should  en- 
joy without  stint  the  blessings  of  liberty  and  peace. 
Since  first  his  eyes  beheld  this  county  the  scene 
has  greatly  changed.  The  mighty  forests  have 
been  converted  into  sources  of  handsome  fortunes, 
and  the  virgin  soil  has  been  subdued  and  made  to 
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yield  grain  for  the  service  of  man,  while  neat  farm- 
houses are  seen  wherever  the  eye  is  turned.  Rail- 
roads run  as  great  arteries  where  once  appeared 
only  the  Indian's  trail,  and  telegraph  wires  have 
woven  a  network  over  the  land.  Temples  of 
knowlege,  where  children  gather  to  learn  the  way 
of  wisdom,  have  been  multiplied,  and  temples  of 
religion,  where  mankind  is  taught  the  way  of  holi- 
ness, turn  their  spires  heavenward. 

In  this  work  of  transformation  Mr.  White  bore 
a  prominent  part.  His  one  hundred  and  sixty 
acres  were  converted  into  a  first-class  farm,  and 
upon  it  he  devoted  especial  attention  to  fruit  cult- 
ure, being  the  pioneer  in  that  occupation.  He 
raised  the  first  peaches  in  the  county  and  developed 
the  fact  that  they  could  be  grown  successfully  in 
this  soil.  Sixty  acres  of  his  farm  were  planted  in 
an  orchard  of  peaches,  pears,  apples  and  plums.  By 
practical  experience  he  has  found  that  the  land  in 
this  locality  is  best  adapted  to  fruit-growing,  al- 
though the  soil  also  produces  the  finest  quality  of 
potatoes.  By  the  constant  improvements  made 
upon  the  farm  he  increased  its  value,  and  it  is 
now  worth  130  per  acre. 

From  an  early  period  of  his  residence  in  Oceana 
County,  Mr.  White  was  identified  with  public  af- 
fairs. He  was  Supervisor  of  Clay  Bank  Township 
before  Grant  was  set  off  as  a  distinct  township,  in 
1867.  During  that  year  Grant  had  its  first  elec- 
tion, and  twenty-five  votes  were  cast.  Mr.  White 
was  inspector  of  the  first  election,  and  was  chosen 
Supervisor  of  the  township.  For  seven  years  there- 
after he  was  selected  for  this  office  at  every  elec- 
tion. He  was  also  School  Inspector  until  1874. 
In  1861  the  first  school  was  opened  in  the  district, 
the  teacher  being  Miss  Christie  McArthur,  now 
deceased. 

In  1874  Mr.  White  was  chosen  Sheriff,  and  dur- 
ing his  service  of  two  years  five  prisoners  escaped 
at  one  time,  but  all  were  captured.  In  1876  he 
was  elected  to  represent  his  district  in  the  state 
Legislature.  He  served  a  term,  and  while  acting  in 
that  capacity  secured  the  passage  of  a  law  pro- 
tecting the  pigeon  interests  in  Oceana  County, 
which  service  on  his  part  received  the  heartiest 
commendation  of  the  people.  At  one  time  there 
had  been  large  flights  of  pigeons  here,  but  sports- 


men visited  the  locality  and  killed  many  of  the 
birds,  thereby  arousing  the  greatest  indignation 
on  the  part  of  the  people.  The  law,  therefore, 
was  looked  upon  with  the  greatest  approval,  but  it 
proved  futile,  as  there  has  never  since  been  a  flight 
of  pigeons  in  the  county. 

Mr.  White  continued  to  live  on  his  farm  until 
Christmas  of  1892,  when,  having  been  elected  Coun- 
ty Treasurer,  he  moved  to  Hart,  and  here  he  has 
since  made  his  home.  He  assisted  in  the  organ- 
ization of  the  first  agricultural  society  in  this  part 
of  the  state,  and  aided  in  drawing  up  its  constitu- 
tion. He  also  assisted  in  organizing  the  Muskegon 
County  Agricultural  Society,  and  a  number  of 
horticultural  societies.  In  addition  to  being  a 
pioneer  in  fruit  culture,  he  has  also  been  foremost 
in  developing  an  interest  in  breeding  graded  stock, 
and  has  made  a  specialty  of  raising  Short-horn 
cattle  and  Leicestershire  sheep,  in  both  of  which 
he  has  been  successful. 

The  SIX  children  born  to  Mr.  and  Mrs.  White 
are  as  follows:  Abel,  who  resides  on  the  old  home- 
stead; Arthur,  who  died  at  the  age  of  twenty- 
four,  leaving  a  wife  and  two  children;  Emmett, 
a  farmer  of  Grant  Township;  Rhoda,  wife  of  Frank 
Van  Wickle,  of  Shelby,  Mich.;  Anna,  who  married 
Fred  Allen,  and  lives  in  Erie  County,  N.  Y.;  and 
Amy,  Mrs.  Theron  T.  Usborne,  of  Shelby,  Mich. 
Mr,  White  assisted  in  the  organization  of  the  lodge 
of  the  Independent  Order  of  Odd  Fellows  at  Hart, 
which  was  the  first  m  the  county.  This  is  known 
as  Hart  Lodge  No.  444,  and  is  still  in  existence. 
Later  he  aided  in  the  organization  of  Shelby 
Lodge,  in  which  he  still  holds  membership  and 
has  passed  all  the  chairs.  He  is  one  of  the  most 
progressive  men  in  the  county,  and  no  one  has 
done  more  for  the  upbuilding  of  its  interests  than 
has  he. 

0#P '    . 

ISAAC  VOORHEIS,M.  D.,  is  a  prominent  home- 
opathic physician  of  Frankfort,  Benzie  Coun- 
ty, and  has  also  for  many  years  been  engaged 
in  dentistry  work  in  connection  with  his  regular 
professional  duties.  Coming  to  this  place  as  he 
did  in  1867,  he  is  one  of  its  first  settlers,  and  dur- 
ing the   long   years   which  have   intervened  has 
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been  an  important  factor  in  the  upbuilding  of  the 
city.  In  addition  to  his  home  property,  he  owns 
a  valuable  fruit  farm  in  the  vicinity,  comprising 
some  twenty  acres. 

The  parents  of  the  Doctor  were  Joseph  and 
Margaret  (Dunlap)  Voorheis,  natives  of  Pennsylva- 
nia. The  former  was  born  October  28,  1787,  and 
died  December  9,  1865;  and  the  latter,  born  Aug- 
ust 29,  1793,  died  February  13,  1850.  Their  large 
family,  which  numbered  fifteen  children,  com- 
prised seven  sons  and  eight  daughters.  Of  these 
only  six  survive,  namely:  Robert,  Sarah  (widow  of 
George  Hathaway),  John,  Loveday, Isaac  and  Bar- 
num.  The  Dunlap  family  is  of  Irish  descent. 
In  1832  Joseph  Voorheis  left  his  native  state  and 
settled  in  Pontiac,  Mich.,  where  he  lived  until 
claimed  by  death.  His  wife's  demise  occurred  some 
years  prior  to  his  own.  He  was  a  soldier  in  the 
War  of  1812,  was  always  devoted  to  his  country's 
welfare,  and  held  various  township  oflEices  after  his 
removal  to  Pontiac.  He  and  his  faithful  wife 
were  members  of  the  Congregational  Church. 

Dr.  Voorheis  was  born  in  Pulteney,  N.  Y.,  June  3, 
1832,  and  in  his  first  year  was  brought  by  his  par- 
ents to  this  state,  where  he  grew  to  manhood.  He 
was  reared  on  his  father's  farm,  receiving  a  prac- 
tical training  in  agricultural  duties  and  a  district- 
school  education.  On  reaching  his  majority  he 
went  to  Virginia,  where  he  had  begun  the  study  of 
dentistry,  which  he  finished  at  Pontiac.  For  the 
succeeding  fifteen  years  he  was  engaged  in  dental 
practice  at  that  place,  and  it  was  during  this  time 
he  took  up  medical  studies. 

An  enthusiastic  sportsman,  the  Doctor  has  passed 
from  two  to  four  weeks  every  fall,  with  one  excep- 
tion, for  forty-three  years  in  hunting.  He  is  also 
a  lover  of  trout  fishing.  Many  a  fine  deer  has 
fallen  as  the  effect  of  his  sure  aim,  and  he  is  re- 
garded as  one  of  the  expert  deer-hunters  of  this 
section  of  the  country.  He  owns  several  camping 
outfits  and  takes  great  pleasure  in  his  annual  rec- 
reation. Besides  he  is  a  fine  taxidermist  and  has  a 
large  collection  of  birds  and  wild  animals  which  he 
has  killed  and  mounted.  Among  these  are  good 
specimens  of  deer,  bears,  lynxes  and  many  other 
large  animals,  besides  birds  of  all  kinds. 

October  11,  1853,  Dr.  Voorheis   married   Miss 


Eliza,  daughter  of  Edward  and  Angellne  Johnson. 
She  was  born  June  2,  1834,  and  b}^  her  marriage 
became  the  mother  of  one  son,  Elton  I.,  whose 
birth  occurred  May  11,  1861.  He  is  now  a  cap- 
tain on  a  Lake  Michigan  vessel.  Mrs.  Eliza  Voor- 
heis died  September  27,  1872,  and  September  1, 
1874,  the  Doctor  was  married  to  Ann  Eliza  Fran- 
cis. Mrs.  Voorheis  is  a  daughter  of  Erastus  M. 
and  Phila  E.  Francis.  To  Dr.  Voorheis  and  wife 
has  been  born  a  daughtf^r,  Mabel  R.,  November  22, 
1879.  Elton  I.  Voorheis  married  Miss  Alma  Ingle- 
sal,  by  whom  he  has  three  children,  Julia  Eliza, 
Viola  and  Chester. 

Religiously  the  Doctor  and  his  wife  are  mem- 
bers of  the  Congregational  Church.  He  has  held 
the  oflfice  of  Deacon  for  many  years,  and  for  eight 
or  nine  years  was  Superintendent  of  the  Sundaj^- 
school.  He  is  a  member  of  the  blue  lodge,  chap- 
ter and  council  in  the  Masonic  fraternity,  and  also 
belongs  to  the  Knights  of  the  Maccabees.  In  pol- 
itics he  is  an  ardent  Republican,  but  has  never  been 
a  seeker  after  office,  though  he  was  once  induced 
to  hold  the  position  of  Township  Treasurer,  and 
was  re-elected  to  the  place  several  times. 


eHARLES  W.  TOMLIN,  M.  D.,  a  physician 
and  druggist  of  Bear  Lake,  is  one  of  the 
pioneer  practitioners  in  this  section  of 
Manistee  County,  as  he  opened  the  first  doctor's 
office  and  drug  store  here,  this  being  in  1875.  His 
family  came  to  this  state  in  1838,  and  have  since 
been  prominently  identified  with  its  upbuilding 
and  history.  The  Doctor  attended  for  a  time  the 
Michigan  State  University,  and  graduated  from 
the  Detroit  Medical  College.  During  the  war  he 
was  assistant  surgeon  in  the  Twenty-ninth  Michi- 
gan Regiment.  He  enlisted  in  April,  1864,  and 
served  until  the  close  of  the  war. 

The  Doctor's  father  was  Col.  William  Tomlin, 
an  officer  in  the  British  army.  Returning  from  a 
trip  to  the  East  Indies,  he  was  taken  sick  with  con- 
gestion of  the  lungs,  and  died  in  the  prime  of 
manhood,  about  1833.  His  wife,  a  native  of  Leip- 
sic,  Germany,  after  the  death  of  her  husband  mar- 


WILI.IAM    WOODBURN. 


PORTRAIT  AND   BIOGRAPHICAL  RECORD. 


495 


ried  Richard  Kirk,  with  whom  she  emigrated  to 
the  United  States.  Lauding  in  New  York,  they  re- 
sided there  for  a  year,  after  which  they  became 
residents  of  St.  Clair  County,  Mich.  Of  that  coun- 
ty, Richard  Kirk,  who  is  now  in  his  eighty-second 
year,  is  the  oldest  living  settler.  His  wife  died  at 
her  home  in  the  village  of  China,  December  18, 
1891,  aged  eighty-five  years.  By  her  second  un- 
ion she  had  four  children,  one  of  whom  died  in 
infancy.  Frederick  died  from  sunstroke  in  1887; 
Anna  married  Chester  Rankin,  who  died  in  1882; 
and  Rebecca,  who  has  never  married,  is  now  keep- 
ing house  for  her  aged  father. 

Dr.  Tomlin  is  the  only  child  born  of  Col.  William 
and  Eliza  Tomlin 's  marriage,  and  was  born  in 
London,  England,  April  10,  1829.  He  was  edu- 
cated in  St.  Clair,  Mich.,  and  among  his  school 
chums  were  many  men  who  have  since  become  fa- 
mous, Governor  Jerome,  of  Michigan,  Tom  Palmer, 
of  Detroit,  and  others.  Dr.  Tomlin  graduated  from 
the  Detroit  Medical  College  in  1874,  but  prior  to 
that  time  had  practiced  for  some  years.  For  two 
years  succeeding  the  war  he  was  located  in  Marine 
City,  and,  in  company  with  William  A.  Brice,  was 
for  a  time  engaged  in  conducting  a  mercantile  and 
drug  business.  The  venture  proving  unprofitable, 
he  removed  to  Atlas  Township,  Genesee  County, 
where  he  engaged  in  medical  practice  for  some  five 
years. 

In  1870  Dr.  Tomlin  removed  to  Manistee,  where 
he  remained  for  five  years,  and  then,  as  previous- 
ly stated,  came  to  this  place.  He  built  up  a  good 
practice  and  a  paying  one,  but  in  1885  his  proper- 
ty was  destroyed  by  fire,  the  insurance  covering 
less  than  half  the  value.  Somewhat  discouraged, 
he  went  South  in  1888,  remaining  there  several 
months,  and  on  his  return  located  in  Summit  City, 
Grand  Traverse  County,  where  he  practiced  for 
about  a  year.  His  army  life  told  upon  his  health 
in  a  manner  which  has  not  been  diminished  by  the 
passing  years,  and  on  account  of  his  disability  he 
now  confines  himself  to  office  practice  and  to  the 
management  of  his  drug  store.  In  principle  he  is 
a  strong  Prohibitionist,  and  will  not  sell  a  drop  of 
alcohol  for  any  purpose.  Politically,  however,  he 
is  a  Populist,  though  formerly  a  Republican. 

The  Doctor  has  been  married  three  times,  his 
20 


first  wife  having  been  a  Miss  Sarah  Fowler,  of 
Utica,  N.  Y.  Seven  children  were  born  of  this 
union,  namely:  Alice,  Charles,  Maria,  Inez,  Fran- 
ces, William  and  Clarence.  Alice  and  Frances  are 
deceased.  Charles,  who  is  now  a  farmer  near  Man- 
istee, was  at  one  time  Sheriff  of  this  county.  The 
second  wife  of  the  Doctor  was  Miss  Orlee  Flewel- 
ling,  and  their  only  child,  a  daughter,  Goldie,  is 
deceased.  The  present  wife  of  the  Doctor  is  a  na- 
tive of  Canada,  and  in  her  girlhood  bore  the  name 
of  Anna  Pulzgraff. 

Dr.  Tomlin  is  prominently  identified  with  sev- 
eral social  orders.  On  reaching  his  majority  he 
became  a  Mason,  and  was  a  member  of  S.  Ward 
Lodge  No.  62,  of  Marine  City,  Mich.  He  served 
in  various  official  positions  and  was  Secretary  four 
years.  Twelve  years  since  he  joined  the  Odd  Fel- 
lows' society  of  this  place,  and  is  Past  Grand  of 
the  order,  and  also  belongs  to  the  Rebekah  branch. 
A  charter  member  of  Col.  Joe  Scott  Post,  G.  A.  R., 
of  Bear  Lake,  he  served  for  two  years  as  Com- 
mander. Religiously  he  was  reared  in  the  faith 
of  the  Episcopalian  Church,  but  is  now,  however, 
a  member  of  the  Baptist  Church,  and  was  a  mem- 
ber of  the  Building  Committee  which  had  in 
charge  the  erection  of  the  present  commodious 
church  edifice. 
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WILLIAM  WOODBURN.  The  fact  that 
a  man  has  been  a  Union  soldier  is  suf- 
ficient to  entitle  him  to  the  gratitude 
of  every  American  citizen,  and  when  to  this  rec- 
ommendation is  added  a  knowledge  of  an  indus- 
trious and  upright  life,  he  is  stillmore  worthy  of 
regard.  As  an  example  of  this  class,  we  present 
the  name  of  William  Woodburn,  who  served  in  the 
ranks  of  his  country's  defenders  during  the  war, 
and  endured  for  many  weary  months  all  the  hor- 
rors incident  to  confinement  in  the  dark  prisons  of 
the  South. 

Mr.  Woodburn  is  one  of  the  pioneers  of  Craw- 
ford County,  where,  in  May,  1875, he  took  a  home- 
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stead  in  section  4,  township  25  north,  range  3  west. 
He  proved  up  his  title  to  the  land,  and  continued 
to  reside  upon  that  farm  until  1884,  when  he  was 
elected  County  Treasurer.  Afterward  he  was  re- 
elected, and  served  for  two  terms,  which  is  all  the 
law  will  permit  in  succession.  In  the  fall  of  1894 
he  was  again  chosen  to  fill  this  office,  the  du- 
ties of  which  he  has  since  discharged  with  credit 
to  himself  and  to  the  entire  satisfaction  of  the 
people. 

Born  in  Ryegate,  Vt.,  January  9,  1831,  our  sub- 
ject is  the  son  of  Hugh  and  Agnes  (Anderson) 
Woodburn,  natives  of  Scotland.  His  father  had 
a  brother,  James,  who  came  to  the  United  States 
and  settled  in  Mercer  County,  Ohio,  where  he  mar- 
ried and  reared  a  family;  he  also  had  two  sisters, 
Mrs.  Jane  Young  and  Mrs.  Marion  Law,  of  Oak- 
land County,  Mich.  After  their  marriage  the 
parents  of  our  subject  came  to  this  country  and 
settled  in  Vermont,  where  the  father  engaged  in 
agricultural  pursuits.  About  1839  he  removed  to 
Livingston  County,  Mich.,  where  he  improved  a 
farm.  Thence  he  went  to  Oakland  County,  this 
state,  and  later  to  Mercer  County,  Ohio,  but  desir- 
ing to  select  a  location  further  West,  he  started 
for  Iowa  in  search  of  a  suitable  place,  and  died  on 
the  trip.  His  wife  died  six  years  later,  in  Kansas. 
In  religious  views  they  were  Covenanters. 

Our  subject  i&  the  next  to  the  eldest  of  seven 
children,  four  of  whom  attained  years  of  matu- 
rity. The  others  are  Hugh,  a  carpenter  of  Arkan- 
sas; Agnes,  wife  of  James  Dougherty,  of  Sterling, 
Kan.;  and  Jeanette,  who  married  William  McQueen, 
of  Kansas.  William,  of  this  sketch,  was  reared  on  a 
farm,  and  in  Mercer  County,  Ohio,  married  Eliza- 
beth Magee,  a  native  of  Ohio,  and  a  daughter  of 
James  Magee.  Two  3^ears  after  his  marriage  he 
came  to  Michigan,  where  he  lived  first  in  Oakland 
County,  later  in  Wayne  County,  and  finally  came 
to  Crawford  County. 

During  the  Rebellion, ,  in  August,  1862,  Mr. 
Woodburn  enlisted  in  Company  D,  Fifth  Michigan 
Cavalry,  in  which  he  served  until  the  close  of  the 
war,  being  a  non-commissioned  officer.  At  James 
City,  Va.,  in  1863,  he  was  taken  prisoner,  and  was 
held  until  February  26,  1865,  a  period  of  sixteen 
and  one-half  months  altogether,  being  confined  in 


the  prisons  at  Libby,  Belle  Isle,  Andersonville  and 
Florence.  Upon  being  released  from  prison,  just 
prior  to  the  close  of  the  Rebellion,  he  was  honor- 
ably discharged  from  the  army  and  returned  to 
Oakland  County. 

In  1885  the  first  wife  of  Mr.  Woodburn  died, 
leaving  throe  children:  John;  Agnes  J.,  v^ife  of 
William  Riker,  of  Dansville,  Ingham  County,  this 
state;  and  James.  In  1887  Mr.  Woodburn  was 
again  married,  Miss  Mary  Hildreth  becoming  his 
wife.  He  still  owns  the  farm  upon  which  he  made 
settlement  when  coming  to  Crawford  County,  and 
is  also  the  owner  of  property  in  Grayling.  In  pol- 
itics he  is  a  Republican,  and  upon  that  ticket  was 
elected  to  the  office  of  County  Treasurer.  He  has 
also  served  as  Justice  of  the  Peace  and  as  Town- 
ship Treasurer.  In  religion  he  is  an  active  work- 
er in  the  Methodist  Episcopal  Church,  and  socially 
is  a  Royal  Arch  Mason,  and  Past  Commander  of 
Marvin  Post  No.  240,  G.  A.  R. 


IMON  W.  Mcdonald,  Postmaster  at  Ben- 
zonia,  was  born  in  Dundas  County,  Ont- 
ario, Canada,  March  1,  1860,  and  is  one  of 
two  sons  comprising  the  family  of  John  and  Eliz- 
abeth (LaPointe)  McDonald,  natives,  respectively, 
of  Scotland  and  Canada.  His  brother  Donald  is 
still  a  resident  of  Dundas  County.  Their  father  was 
engaged  in  the  occupation  of  an  agriculturist  until 
his  death,  which  occurred  in  Canada,  in  1864.  He 
was  a  man  of  strict  integrity,  kind  heart  and  hos- 
pitable manner,  and  was  highly  esteemed  by  all 
who  knew  him.  In  the  good  works  of  the  Pres- 
byterian Church  he  took  a  warm  interest,  contribu- 
ting as  much  as  possible  to  religious  enterprises. 

After  the  death  of  John  McDonald  his  widow 
was  a  second  time  married,  becoming  the  wife  of 
Martin  Miller.  This  union  resulted  in  the  birth 
of  nine  children,  of  whom  six  are  now  living,  as 
follows:  Bertha,  Almada,  Sarah,  Mary,  George  and 
Alexander.    The  pat^rn^l  grandfather  of  our  sub- 
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ject,  John  McDonald,  Si.,  was  a  native  of  Scotland, 
whence  he  emigrated  to  America,  and  became  one 
of  the  pioneer  settlers  of  Dun  das  County,  Canada. 
There  he  engaged  in  farm  pursuits  until  his  death 
at  an  advanced  age.  Our  subject's  maternal  grand- 
father was  a  native  of  France,  and,  coming  to 
Canada  in  an  early  day,  engaged  in  agricultural 
pursuits  in  Dundas  County,  where  he  died  at  a 
good  old  age. 

At  the  age  of  four  years  our  subject  was  be- 
reaved by  the  death  of  his  father.  He  remained 
with  his  mother  and  stepfather  until  he  attained 
his  majority,  meanwhile  having  the  advantages  of 
a  good  common-school  education.  In  young  man- 
liood  he  began  to  clerk  in  a  general  store  at  Win- 
chester, Canada,  where  he  remained  about  four 
years.  Then,  coming  to  the  States,  he  proceeded 
westward  to  Kansas,  where  for  two  years  he  made 
his  home,  being  employed  as  a  clerk.  From  Kan- 
sas he  went  back  to  Canada,  where  he  continued 
to  reside  until  1888,  the  date  of  his  arrival  in 
Michigan.  Two  years  were  spent  in  Frankfort, 
where  he  was  engaged  in  business. 

In  1890  Mr.  McDonald  came  to  Benzonia,  where 
he  has  since  made  his  home.  For  two  years  he 
was  engaged  as  clerk  for  tlie  Case  Bros.  Lumber 
Company  and  the  Case  Mercantile  Company,  after 
which,  in  1892,  he  opened  a  general  store,  the  firm 
being  McDonald  &  Judson.  Their  business  suf- 
fered severely  during  the  financial  crisis  of  1893, 
and,  meeting  with  continued  reverses,  they  were 
obliged  to  assign  in  November,  1894.  Since  then 
our  subject  has  not  been  actively  connected  with 
any  business  enterprise. 

On  the  2d  of  January,  1883,  Mr.  McDonald  was 
united  in  marriage  with  Miss  Almeda  Dixon, 
daughter  of  William  and  Elizabeth  (McPherson) 
Dixon.  Three  children  have  been  born  to  bless 
their  union,  to  whom  have  been  given  the  names  of 
Ethel,  Beryl  and  Donald.  Mrs.  McDonald  is  num- 
bered among  the  popular  ladies  of  Benzonia,  and 
is  a  devoted  member  of  the  Congregational  Church, 
to  which  our  subject  contributes,  and  the  services 
of  which  he  attends.  Socially,  he  is  a  Master  Ma- 
son, interested  in  everything  pertaining  to  that 
order.  His  political  belief  has  led  him  to  espouse 
the  cause  of  the  Democracy,  in  which  he  is  one  of 


the  local  leaders.  June  3,  1893,  under  the  admin- 
istration of  President  Cleveland,  he  was  appointed 
Postmaster,  and  entered  upon  the  duties  of  the 
office  July  1  following.  His  services  as  Postmas- 
ter have  been  eminently  satisfactory  to  the  people, 
irrespective  of  politics,  and  by  his  efficient  dis- 
charge of  his  duties  he  has  won  the  hearty  com- 
mendation of  all  the  citizens  of  Benzonia. 


-^-=^^>'^<m=^- 


r^  EN.  ISAAC  DeGRAAF  TOLL,  one  of 
^Tf  the  most  distinguished  residents  of  Pe- 
toskey,  did  valiant  service  in  the  Mexican 
War,  and  for  his  bravery  and  meritorious  conduct 
was  given  the  title  which  he  has  since  borne.  He 
comes  from  a  long  line  of  representative  men  in 
the  history  of  the  United  States,  and  the  old  home- 
stead, which  was  settled  upon  about  1680  by  his 
ancestor,  Charles  Hansen  Toll,  near  Schenectady, 
N.  Y.,  is  still  in  possession  of  the  family.  For  the 
past  fifteen  years  the  General  has  been  a  resident 
of  this  city,  and  identified  with  the  upbuilding  of 
the  place.  His  fellow-citizens  give  him  the  credit 
of  being  the  ''Father  of  the  Breakwater,"  a  work 
which  is  being  commenced  by  the  United  States 
Government,  the  appropriations  therefor  at  pres- 
ent amounting  to  $40,000.  Time  and  again  he 
has  declined  political  nominations  for  National 
offices,  and  against  his  own  wishes  was  elected 
President  of  this  village  in  1881,  and  re-elected 
the  following  year.  During  that  time  the  present 
admirable  system  of  city  water  works  was  begun 
and  completed. 

The  Charles  Hansen  Toll  above  referred  to  was 
born  in  Sweden,  in  1658,  and  died  in  Glenville, 
N.  Y.,  in  March,  1738.  He  was  owner  and  captain 
of  a  vessel,  was  taken  prisoner  and  escaped  from 
Algiers,  Africa,  swimming  six  miles  to  a  British  ship 
which  was  anchored  off  the  city,  for  which  feat  the 
natives  gave  him  the  name  of  "Kingego."  In 
1685  he  settled  near  Schenectady,  and  in  time 
owned  large  landed  estates.  He  was  a  member  of 
the  Provincial  Assembly  of  1714  and   1726.    In 
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1685  he  married  Elizabeth,  daughter  of  Daniel 
Rinckhout,  of  Albany.  Their  son,  Capt.  Daniel 
Toll,  was  born  July  1,  1691,  and  was  killed  by  the 
French  and  Indians  at  the  ambuscade  and  fight 
near  Glenville,  July  18,  1748.  He  had  married 
September  8,  1717,  Margaret,  daughter  of  Samuel 
Bradt,  also  an  original  proprietor  of  land  near 
Glenville,  and  was  killed  on  the  same  day,  July 
18,  1748,  with  his  relatives,  Messrs.  DeGraaf  Vans- 
lyke  and  Glen.  John,  son  of  Daniel,  and  Margar- 
et Toll,  was  born  August  17,  1719,  and  died  Decem- 
ber 31,  1746.  December  23,  1742,  he  married  Eva, 
a  descendant  of  Captain  Van  Patten,  an  old 
settler  of  Schenectady.  Their  son,  Charles  Han- 
sen, was  born  February  10,  1745,  and  died  August 
26,  1832.  He  was  a  large  landed  proprietor,  hav- 
ing inherited  much  of  the  estate  of  the  original 
Charles  Hansen  Toll.  For  his  wife  he  chose 
Elizabeth  Riley,  their  marriage  being  celebrated 
January  11,  1767.  She  was  born  Novenjber  27, 
1749,  and  died  October  25,  1839.  She  was  a  de- 
scendant of  Jacob  C.  Van  Slyck,  a  pioneer  of 
Schenectady,  and  sister  of  Judge  Y.  8.  Riley,  first 
Sheriff  and  Postmaster  of  the  same  city. 

We  now  take  up  the  history  of  Capt.  Philip  R. 
Toll,  son  of  Charles  Hansen  Toll  last  mentioned. 
The  Captain  was  a  member  of  the  Convention  of 
Ascent  of  this  state,  a  pioneer  of  St.  Joseph  Coun- 
ty, and  the  owner  of  large  estates.  He  served  in 
the  War  of  1812,  on  the  Canadian  frontier,  as  Cap- 
tain of  a  company.  For  a  number  of  years  he 
was  engaged  in  merchandising  at  Centerville,  Mich., 
where  he  went  in  1834.  Later  he  removed  to 
Fawn  River,  where  he  built  flou  ring-mi  Us  and 
supplied  several  neighboring  counties.  He  was  a 
member  of  the  Dutch  Reformed  Church,  and  a 
liberal  contributor  to  religious  enterprises.  He 
was  a  true  gentleman,  kind  and  honorable  in  his 
treatment  of  all.  He  died  in  Monroe  County, 
August  17,  1862,  aged  seventy  years. 

The  faithful  helpmate  and  companion  of  Capt. 
P.  R.  Toll  bore  the  maiden  name  of  Nancy  DeGraaf. 
She  is  still  living,  though  at  the  advanced  age  of 
ninety-seven  years,  her  home  being  in  Monroe. 
Her  father,  Isaac  DeGraaf,  was  of  Holland  ances- 
try, and  a  descendant  of  some  of  the  first  settlers 
in  the  locality  of  Schenectady.     He  was  a  Major 


during  the  War  of  the  Revolution,  and  was  a 
Judge  of  the  Court  of  Common  Pleas.  He  was 
about  eighty-eight  years  of  age  when  he  was  called 
to  his  final  rest.  His  family  numbered  three 
sons  and  four  daughters.  One  o.f  the  latter,  Mrs. 
Elenor  Cuyler  reached  the  age  of  ninety-six  years. 
A  son,  John  I.,  was  twice  in  Congress,  thrice  Mayor 
of  his  native  city  (Schenectady),  and  the  first  Pres- 
ident of  the  Mohawk  &  Hudson  Railroad.  He  ad- 
vanced a  large  sum  of  money  to  the  United  States, 
and  was  thus  an  important  factor  in  our  country's 
triumph  over  the  British  on  LakeChamplain,  dur- 
ing the  War  of  1812.  In  this  connection  the  follow- 
ing letter  addressed  to  this  true  patriot  is  of  in- 
terest: 

*'U.  S.  Ship  'Saratoga,'  Sept.  15,  1814. 
"My  Dear  Sir: — You  will  oblige  me  by  giving 
any  attention  to  Lieutenant  Criswick  that  may  be 
of  service  to  him  while  with  you  in  Albany  or  your 
vicinity.  He,  by  the  fortune  of  war,  is  with  us.  For 
him  I  feel  interested,  and  I  know  you  will  attend 
to  him.  I  am  again  short  of  funds  and  can  not 
supply  him.  I  have  not  yet  received  the  draft 
which  was  promised  me  (as  you  saw  when  I  was 
with  you)  by  the  Secretary's  letter.  The  delay 
must  be  attributed  to  the  derangement  caused  by 
the  capture  of  Washington.  The  aid  I  obtained 
through  your  influence  and  responsibilitj^  enabled 
me  to  get  the  fleet  ready.  When  I  go  to  Wash- 
ington, which  will  be,  I  hope,  soon,  I  shall  not  fail 
to  represent  to  the  Secretary  your  kindness.  Be 
pleased  to  present  to  Mr.  Walton  and  Messrs. 
Bleekers  my  best  regards,  and  believe  me  to  be, 
dear  sir, 

'•Your  most  obedient  and  humble  servant, 

"T.  M'DONOUGH." 

"John  I.  DeGraaf." 

Gen.  Isaac  DeGraaf  Toll  is  the  eldest  of  sev- 
eral children.  Elizabeth,  the  next,  was  the  wife 
of  Rev.  S.  E.  Lane,  and  is  now  deceased;  Susan 
D.  and  Charles  live  with  their  aged  mother;  Jane  A. 
has  been  called  to  her  final  rest,  as  has  also  the 
youngest  of  the  family,  Sarah  G.,  whose  husband, 
Dr.  Sawyer, is  a  noted  surgeon;  Alfred,  of  Kansas 
City,  is  President  of  the  Badger  Lumber  Com- 
pany. 

The  birth  of  th^  subject  of  this  sketch  occurred 
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December  1,  1818,  at  Glenville,  N.  Y.  On  reach- 
ing a  suitable  age,  he  removed  to  Ovid,  N.  Y., 
where  be  received  an  academical  education,  and 
later  was  admitted  to  Union  College,  in  Schen- 
ectady. He  soon  abandoned  his  studies  in  order 
to  assist  his  father  in  his  Michigan  business  enter- 
prises, and  continued  in  partnership  with  him  un- 
til 1849.  In  that  year  occurred  his  marriage  with 
Julia  v.,  daughter  of  Judge  Charles  and  Julia 
(DeQuindre)  Moran,  of  Detroit.  Their  eldest  son, 
Charles  P.,  married  Irene  S.  Hinchman,  and  has  a 
daughter,  Irene  Julia.  Julia  Josephine  is  now 
the  wife  of  Col.  Frank  H.  Croul,  of  Detroit, 
and  has  one  child,  Frances  Atwood.  Mr.  Croul  is 
interested  in  the  manufacture  of  belts.  The  3^oung- 
est  child  of  our  subject  died  in  infancy.  Mrs. 
Isaac  Toll  was  a  devout  member  of  the  Catholic 
Church. 

In    1846    General   Toll  was  a  member  of   the 
House  of  Representatives  of  this  state,  and  the  fol- 
lowing year  served  in  the  Senate.     As  Chairman 
of  the  Committee  on  Militia  he  drafted  a  bill  which 
became  a  law,  and  which  placed  the  militia  as  an 
organization   on  an  active    basis.     He   was  then 
Brigadier-General  of  the   state  troops,  and  while 
he  was  serving  in  the  Senate  received  a  commis- 
sion  in    the  regular  army  as  Captain  of   the  Fif- 
teenth United  States  Infantry.     In  April,  1847,  he 
raised  a  company  of  men  and  took  them  to  Detroit, 
and  from  there  to  Cincinnati.     The  regiment  was 
commanded    by    Col.    George    W.  Morgan,    and 
under  him  went  to  Vera  Cruz,  Mexico,  where  they 
arrived  on   June  16.     The  company  commanded 
by  Captain  Toll  was  first  engaged  at  Rinconada 
Pass,  west  of  Jalapa.     They  dispersed  with  prompt- 
itude a  number  of  guerrillas  who  had  attacked  the 
wagon  train,    and   received  the   thanks   of   their 
superior  officers  for  having  taken  a  number  of  pris- 
oners.    With  his  regiment  Captain  Toll  took  part 
in  the  historic  actions  of    Contreras  on  August  19 
and  20,  and  at  Churubusco,  where    he  lost     his 
First  Lieutenant,  John  B.  Goodman,  and  his  First 
Sergeant,   John    Cunningham;  the  Color    Bearer, 
John  McCann,  and  half  of  his  company  were  dis- 
abled.     Three  times  did  Captain  Toll  go  to   his 
superior  for  orders  to  push  forward  on  the  enemy, 
but  was  refused.     He  then  took  the  responsibility, 


reformed  the  regiment,  and  successfully  charged 
upon  the  foe,  who  broke  into  a  rapid  retreat. 
September  8  Captain  Toll  was  present  at  the  battle 
of  Elmolino  del  Rey,  after  which  he  remained  in 
garrison  headquarters  at  Chepultepec  for  a  time 
after  hostilities  had  ceased.  Returning  to  this 
state,  he  was  made  Aide  on  the  staff  of  Governor 
Ranson  and  Major-Gen eral  of  the  Michigan  troops. 
From  that  time  until  1861  he  was  Examiner  of 
Patents  in  Washington,  D.  C,  and  was  then  made 
Commandant  of  the  Battalion  of  the  Interior  Guard 
for  the  defense  of  the  city,  and  also  became  a 
member  of  the  National  Rifles.  In  the  last  part  of 
October,  1861,  he  returned  to  Michigan,  and  made 
energetic  and  vigorous  speeches  in  behalf  of  the 
Union  cause. 

The  boys  in  blue  have  ever  held  a  warm  place  in 
our  subject's  heart,  and  he  is  now  a  member  of 
Lombard  Post  No.  170,  G.  A.  R.  He  also  is  a 
member  of  the  Order  of  the  Sons  of  the  Revolu- 
tion, and  of  the  Michigan  and  Ohio  Veterans  of 
the  War  of  Mexico,  and  donated  a  piece  of  ground 
to  Lombard  Post  as  a  memorial.  The  tract  com- 
prises two  acres,  situated  on  a  site  which  com- 
mands the  finest  view  of  Petoskey  and  vicinity. 
During  the  obsequies  of  our  martyred  soldier, 
President  Garfield,  he  was  appointed  orator  of  the 
occasion,  as  he  possesses  a  rare  gift  in  this  direction. 
For  fifteen  years  he  was  a  member  of  the  Board  of 
Supervisors  of  St.  Joseph  County.  He  is  a  mem- 
ber of  the  American  Order  of  Civics,  and  is  a 
Counselor  in  the  society.  He  is  also  one  of  the 
Vice-Presidents  of  the  Pioneer  Society  of  the  State 
of  Michigan. 

^^P „ 


HENRY  H.  WOODRUFF.  Having  em- 
barked  in  the  legal  profession  at  Hough- 
ton Lake  in  the  spring  of  1874,  Mr.  Wood- 
raff  is  entitled  to  a  place  among  the  pioneer  attor- 
neys of  Roscommon  County.  He  was  instrumental 
in  securing  the  location  of  the  county  seat  at  that 
place  upon  the  organization  of  the  county  in  the 
spring  of  1875,  and  four  years  later,  when  it  was 
removed  to  Roscommon,  he  changed  his  residence 
to  this  place,  where  he  has  since  conducted  a  gen** 
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eral  practice.  Since  the  1st  of  January,  1881,  he 
has  filled  the  position  of  Prosecuting  Attorney, 
and  is  probably  the  oldest  incumbent  of  that  office 
in  Michigan. 

Born  in  Wayne  County,  Mich.,  January  28, 
1841,  our  subject  is  the  son  of  Henry  and  Abigail 
(Hall)  Woodruff,  natives  of  New  York,  the  former 
born  in  Waterloo,  and  the  latter  at  Seneca  Lake. 
The  paternal  grandfather  of  our  subject,  Benjamin, 
was  a  son  of  Benjamin  Woodruff,  Sr.,  a  native  of 
New  Jersey,  but  a  resident  of  New  York  during 
the  latter  part  of  his  life,  having  settled  in  that 
state  after  his  return  from  the  Revolutionary  War. 
The  family  is  of  English  descent. 

Grandfather  Woodruff  engaged  in  agricultural 
pursuits  for  some  years  in  New  York,  and  while 
residing  there  represented  his  district  in  the  Legis- 
lature for  several  terms,  having  been  elected  to 
that  office  upon  the  Whig  ticket.  About  1834  he 
removed  to  Michigan  and  settled  in  Washtenaw 
County,  where  his  death  occurred  at  the  age  of 
ninety-four.  His  wife  passed  away  when  ninety- 
two  years  old.  Henry  Woodruff  was  born  Feb- 
ruary 12,  1813,  and  came  to  Michigan  soon  after 
attaining  his  majority.  Here  he  married  Abigail 
Hall,  a  descendant  of  English  ancestry,  and  a 
member  of  a  family  that  is  still  prominent  in  the 
vicinity  of  Detroit. 

For  some  years  Henry  Woodruff  followed  the 
occupation  of  a  farmer,  but  later  turned  his  atten- 
tion to  the  lumber  business,  which  he  conducted  at 
Flat  Rock  and  Saginaw,  this  state.  He  was  also 
proprietor  of  a  hotel  at  Farwell.  His  home  is 
now  in  Bridgeport,  Saginaw  County,  where  he  is 
living  in  retirement  from  the  active  cares  of  busi- 
ness. During  the  existence  of  the  Whig  party  he 
was  an  advocate  of  its  principles,  and  upon  the  or- 
ganization of  the  Republican  party  he  gave  his 
allegiance  to  its  platform,  which  he  has  since  sup- 
ported by  his  ballot  and  influence.  In  1860  he 
was  elected  Sheriff  of  Saginaw  County,  but  two 
years  later  he  resigned  from  that  office  in  order  to 
enlist  in  the  army.  Becoming  a  member  of  Com- 
pany B,  Twenty-third  Michigan  Infantry,  he  was 
chosen  Captain,  and  held  that  rank  until  the  ex- 
piration of  his  term  of  service,  two  years  later. 
After  the  war  he  located  in  Farwell,  where  he  be- 


came a  prominent  citizen,  representing  his  district 
in  both  branches  of  the  Legislature.  He  is  a  strong 
temperance  man,  a  devoted  Christian,  and  a  man 
who  has  always  brought  his  religion  into  the 
everyday  affairs  of  life,  therebj^  gaining  a  reputa- 
tion for  probity  and  uprightness  of  conduct. 

The  mother  of  our  subject  died  in  1893,  at  the 
age  of  seventy-nine  years.  By  her  marriage  she 
had  ten  children,  of  whom  Edward  died  in  in- 
fancy. Of  the  others  we  note  the  following: 
Amanda  resides  with  her  father;  Elizabeth  married 
Henry  Waller,  and  resides  in  Saginaw;  Henry  H. 
is  the  next  in  order  of  birth;  Willis  H.  resides 
with  his  father  and  is  engaged  in  farm  pursuits; 
Charlotte  died  in  girlhood;  Ida  is  the  wife  of 
Isaac  Delano,  of  Saginaw;  Mary  married  Hon. 
John  A.  Edget,  of  Saginaw;  Harriet  is  the  wife  of 
Hon.  William  Carpenter,  of  Muskegon;  and  An- 
nette died  in  girlhood. 

Gaining  a  good  education  in  the  public  and  pri- 
vate schools  of  Michigan,  our  subject  afterward 
taught  school  for  a  few  terms,  and  then  entered 
the  Ann  Arbor  High  School,  from  which  he  was 
graduated.  In  June,  1861,  he  enlisted  in  the 
Union  army,  and  in  August  was  mustered  into 
service  with  Company  D,  Sixteenth  Michigan  In- 
fantry, serving  until  October,  1864.  He  entered 
the  army  as  a  private,  was  breveted  Second  Lieu- 
tenant for  meritorious  conduct,  and  later  was  pro- 
moted to  the  rank  of  First  Lieutenant.  Assigned 
to  the  Army  of  the  Potomac,  he  took  part  in  man}^ 
of  the  memorable  engagements  that  brought  fame 
and  lasting  glory  to  that  body.  Among  those  in 
which  he  participated  were  the  siege  of  Yorktown, 
the  engagements  before  Richmond,  the  battles  of 
Malvern  Hill,  Antietam,  Fredericksburg,  Wilder- 
ness, Gettysburg,  and  all  the  engagements  of  the 
Grant  campaign.  During  the  entire  period  of  his 
service  he  was  never  absent  from  the  ranks,  but 
was  always  to  be  found  in  the  front,  fighting  gal- 
lantly in  defense  of  the  Old  Flag. 

At  the  expiration  of  his  term  of  service,  our 
subject  embarked  in  the  lumber  business  at  Flint, 
but  removed  from  there  to  Lapeer,  and  in  1874, 
as  already  stated,  came  to  Roscommon  County. 
Here  he  at  once  became  prominent,  and  served  as 
the  first  Register  of  Deeds  and  County  Clerk.     In 
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politics  he  is  a  Republican,  and  has  served  as  Chair- 
man of  various  local  conventions,  being  promi- 
nent in  county  affairs.  His  attention  has  been 
given  principally  to  his  profession,  though  he  has 
also  been  engaged  in  lumbering.  In  Grand  Army 
affairs  he  maintains  a  deep  interest,  and  is  an  act- 
ive member  of  the  post  at  Roscommon. 

In  1866  Mr.  Woodruff  married  Abigail  C.  Els- 
efer,  who  was  born  in  Saginaw,  and  died  in  Lapeer, 
this  state.  His  second  marriage  took  place  in 
1877,  and  united  him  with  Alecia  H.  Moiles,  a  na- 
tive of  Oakland  County,  Mich.  Two  children 
bless  their  union,  Mary  and  Elizabeth.  Socially 
Mr.  Woodruff  is  an  Odd  Fellow,  and  has  passed  all 
the  chairs  of  his  lodge.  He  was  one  of  the  char- 
ter members,  and  the  first  Master,  of  Roscommon 
Lodge,  A.  F.  <fe  A.  M.,  also  belongs  to  the  Knights 
of  the  Maccabees  and  the  Order  of  the  Eastern 
Star. 


r^  EORGE  E.  HILL,  of  Bear  Lake,  Mich.,  is 
^Tf  one  of  the  veterans  of  the  late  Civil  War. 
He  donned  the  blue  and  went  to  the  de- 
fense of  the  Union  when  only  fifteen  years  of  age. 
With  his  brother  he  enlisted  in  Company  A,  Twen- 
ty-fourth New  York  Cavalry,  and  participated  in 
the  final  campaign  of  the  war,  being  engaged  in 
the  desperate  battles  of  the  Wilderness,  Cold  Har- 
bor, Spottsyl  van  ia,  Weldon  Railroad  and  the  siege 
of  Petersburg.  He  was  with  the  command  of  the 
gallant  Sheridan  in  the  final  chase  after  Lee,  and 
saw  the  surrender  at  Appomattox.  His  broth- 
er, William  Henry,  lost  his  life  in  front  of  Peters- 
burg, being  mortally  wounded,  June  18,  1864, 
and  his  death  occurred  a  few  days  later.  Our 
subject  was  near  his  brother  when  he  received  the 
fatal  wound,  and  he  is  now  the  only  survivor  of 
his  parents'  famil}-. 

Geoige  E.  Hill  was  born  in  Oswego  County, 
N.  Y.,  April  11,  1848,  and  passed  his  boyhood  in 
the  Knickerbocker  State.  His  parents  were  William 
and  Mary  A.  (Patchen)  Hill,  both  likewise  natives 
of  New  York  State.  The  father  was  a  shoemaker 
by  occupation,  but  our  subject  has  no  recollection 


of  him,  as  he  died  when  the  latter  was  a  babe  of 
only  six  months.  There  were  two  sons  and  three 
daughters  in  the  family,  but  two  of  the  latter  died 
in  childhood,  and  one  died  in  1879.  She  was 
the  wife  of  Henry  Goodjohn,  of  Fulton,  N.  Y. 
Mrs.  Mary  Hill  died  in  Oswego  County,  N.  Y.,  in 
1872. 

The  early  education  of  George  E.  Hill  was  ob- 
tained in  the  district  schools  of  his  native  county. 
After  his  discharge  from  the  service  at  Clouds 
Mills,  Va.,  July  19,  1865,  he  returned  to  his  old 
home,  where  his  mother  was  still  living.  For  nine 
years  he  worked  in  a  hotel  in  Fulton  and  for  three 
years  was  emploj^ed  as  a  weaver  at  Oswego  Falls. 
For  a  period  of  two  years  he  was  given  light  work 
in  a  livery  stable  at  fifty  cents  a  day.  Though  he 
had  received  no  disabling  wound  in  the  army,  he 
sustained  lasting  disability  as  the  result  of  hard- 
ships and  exposure,  and  now  receives  a  pension 
from  the  Government,  ilis  health  has  never  since 
been  what  it  was  before,  and  he  has  been  incapaci- 
tated for  engaging  in  active  and  arduous  work. 
At  Petersburg  he  received  a  slight  wound  in  the  face, 
but  as  his  only  brother  was  fatally  injured  he  was 
hardly  aware  of  his  own  disaster.  In  1883,  hop- 
ing to  benefit  his  health,  he  removed  to  Manistee 
County  and  at  once  settled  in  Bear  Lake.  In  1892 
he  returned  to  the  home  of  his  boyhood,  expecting 
to  remain  there  permanently,  but  could  not  stand 
the  severity  of  the  climate.  His  time  is  now  main- 
ly occupied  in  making  desks  and  bookcases  upon 
orders,  and  he  also  does  general  furniture  repair- 
ing. 

In  1867,  when  only  nineteen  years  of   age,  Mr. 
Hill  married  Miss  Sarah  C.  Carr,  who  was  born  in 
Paw  Paw,  Mich.      The  lady  is  a  daughter  of  Peter 
and  Mary  Carr.    He  was  a  Union  soldier,  and  was  - 
killed  during  the  Rebellion,  in  October,  1864. 

Fraternally  Mr.  Hill  belongs  to  Col.  Joe  Scott 
Post  No.  199,  G.  A.  R.,  of  Bear  Lake,  of  which  he 
is  a  charter  member.  He  is  also  identified  with 
the  local  lodge  of  Odd  Fellows  and  with  the  Re- 
bekah  branch  of  the  order.  He  has  passed  through 
all  the  official  positions  with  the  Odd  Fellows  and 
is  a  Past  Grand.  For  eight  years  he  was  Quarter- 
master of  the  Grand  Army  post  and  is  at  present 
Adjutant.     He  may  well  be  proud  of  the  fact  that 
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during  the  war  he  was  promoted  to  be  Sergeant  of 
his  company,  though  he  was  then  only  sixteen 
years  of  age,  and  there  were  necessarily  many  old- 
er and  more  experienced  men  desirous  of  the  pro- 
motion. In  matters  of  national  moment  Mr.  Hill 
is  a  Republican,  but  in  local  affairs  is  independent, 
using  his  right  of  franchise  in  favor  of  well  quali- 
fied men,  rather  than  party  candidates. 


eHARLES  E.  CASE  is  a  general  merchant 
and  lumberman  of  Benzonia,  Benzie  Coun- 
t3%  He  is  now  serving  his  second  term  as 
County  Treasurer,  to  the  full  satisfaction  of  his 
constituents,  whose  interests  he  ably  represents. 
Previously  he  was  Township  Treasurer  for  two 
terms,  having  been  elected  to  both  of  these  posi- 
tions on  the  Republican  ticket.  The  confidence 
and  respect  of  his  fellow-citizens,  which  have  been 
accorded  him  for  years,  and  exemplified  in  their 
choosing  him  to  act  in  these  positions,  is  well  mer- 
ited. In  1887  he  entered  into  partnership  with 
his  brothers,  Walter  and  William,  in  the  establish- 
ment of  a  steam  sawmill,  which  he  has  since  been 
interested  in  operating.  He  has  also  conducted  a 
general  mercantile  store  for  a  number  of  years 
successfully. 

The  paternal  grandfather  of  Charles  E.  Case  was 
a  farmer  by  occupation,  and  bore  the  name  of  Asa 
Case.  A  native  of  Connecticut,  he  passed  his  early 
manhood  in  the  East,  but  afterward  removed  to 
Ohio,  where  his  death  occurred  about  1863,  after 
he  had  reached  fourscore  years.  The  maternal 
grandfather  of  our  subject  was  likewise  born  in 
Connecticut,  and  was  of  English  descent.  His 
business  in  life  was  that  of  cabinet-making,  at 
which  he  was  actively  engaged  until  shortly  before 
his  death,  which  occurred  at  a  good  old  age. 

Lucius  Case,  the  father  of  C.  E.  Case,  was  a  na- 
tive of  Ohio,  whither  his  father  had  removed  a  few 
years  prior  to  his  birth.     About  1860  Lucius  Case 


became  one  of  the  early  settlers  of  Benzie  County, 
his  home  being  about  half  a  mile  distant  from 
Benzonia.  For  over  a  quarter  of  a  century  he 
was  engaged  in  various  enterprises  common  to  this 
region,  being  the  owner  of  a  sawmill,  a  dealer  in 
lumber,  and  a  farmer  as  well.  As  a  cabinet-maker 
he  possessed  a  fair  degree  of  skill,  and  passed  his 
spare  hours  in  that  kind  of  work.  His  death  oc- 
curred in  December,  1886,  when  he  was  in  his 
seventy- third  year.  He  was  the  original  Treasurer 
of  Benzonia  Township,  and  enjoyed  the  respect  of 
a  large  circle  of  friends  and  acquaintances.  His 
good  wife,  whose  maiden  name  was  Emeiiue  Fitts, 
died  about  1866,  when  in  her  forty-seventh  year. 
They  were  both  members  of  the  Congregational 
Church,  Mr.  Case  holding  the  office  of  Deacon  for 
some  years.  Of  the  eight  children  born  to  this 
worthy  couple,  all  but  one  of  the  number  are  still 
living.  Edward  P.  died  at  the  age  of  forty-two 
years;  and  the  others  are  Nanny,  widow  of  J.  A. 
Greilick;  Walter  N.,  Alden  B.,  Charles  E.,  William 
L.,  Albert  B.  and  James  W. 

When  he  was  six  years  of  age,  C.  E.  Case,  who 
was  born  in  Trumbull  County,  Ohio,  December  6, 
1853,  was  brought  by  his  parents  to  Michigan. 
From  an  early  age  he  was  familiar  with  farm  labor, 
and  worked  in  his  father's  sawmill.  He  remained 
at  home  until  eighteen  years  of  age,  when  he 
started  forth  to  make  his  own  livelihood.  He  re- 
ceived a  district-school  education,  and  completed 
his  studies  at  Benzonia  College.  In  1871  he  went 
to  Traverse  City,  and  found  employment  in  a  plan- 
ing-mill.  He  was  there  for  two  years,  and  during 
this  time  met  with  a  serious  accident,  the  fingers 
of  his  left  hand  being  cut  off.  Returning  to  Ben- 
zonia, he  worked  for  a  period  in  the  general  store 
belonging  to  his  cousin,  B.  C.  Hubbell.  After  an 
absence  of  five  years,  Mr.  Case  came  back  to  this 
place  and  bought  out  Mr.  Hubbell's  interests  in 
his  store.  He  has  prospered  in  his  present  partner- 
ship, and  commands  a  lucrative  trade.  From  time 
to  time  he  has  invested  large  sums  of  money  in 
farms,  timber-land  and  business  property,  and  has 
a  good  income  from  these  sources. 

August  16,  1882,  Mr.  Case  was  united  in  mar- 
riage with  Miss  Emily  Lambert,  who  was  born  in 
New  York.     She  is  a  daughter  of  John  and  Mary 
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A.  (Parsons)  Lambert,  old  and  respected  settlers  of 
Manistee  County.  The  union  of  Mr.  and  Mrs. 
Case  has  been  blessed  with  three  children,  two  sons 
and  a  daughter,  namely:  Esther,  Richard  and  Ron- 
ald. The  parents  are  members  of  the  Congrega- 
tional Church,  and  are  always  identified  with 
worthy  benevolences.  They  have  a  pleasant  home 
which  they  own,  and  which  is  furnished  in  neat 
taste.  Socially  Mr.  Case  is  a  member  of  the  blue 
lodge  and  chapter  of  the  Masonic  fraternity,  is  also 
a  member  of  the  Odd  Fellows'  society,  and  of  the 
Kniffhts  of  the  Maccabees. 


^ 


[(S)^  ^^^k^____ 


JAMES  H,  SLY,  one  of  the  most  influential 
citizens  of  Roscommon,  is  a  gentleman  whose 
versatile  talents  have  enabled  him  to  engage 
successfully  in  a  number  of  different  enter- 
prises. He  came  to  this  city  in  the  fall  of  1887, 
and  a  few  months  later  purchased  a  bankrupt  stock 
of  boots  and  shoes,  to  which  he  afterward  added  a 
line  of  gents'  furnishing  goods,  and  later  embarked 
in  the  dry-goods  business.  His  is  the  only  store 
of  the  kind  in  this  place,  and  his  trade  is  a  good 
one,  extending  throughout  a  large  portion  of  the 
surrounding  country.  In  January,  1892,  he  suc- 
ceeded C.  S.  Converse  as  proprietor  of  the  Ros- 
common Exchange  Bank,  which  he  has  since  con- 
ducted, having  placed  its  finances  upon  a  solid 
basis.  In  addition  to  his  other  interests,  he  is  also 
filling  the  position  of  Treasurer  of  Roscommon 
County. 

The  family  to  which  our  subject  belongs  orig- 
inated in  Scotland,  where  his  grandfather,  Jenkins 
Sly,  was  born  and  reared,  and  whence  he  emigrated 
to  the  United  States  in  early  manhood.  He  settled 
in  New  York,  where  he  married  Abigail  Ripley,  a 
descendant  of  German  ancestiy,  and  they  became 
the  parents  of  three  sons  and  two  daughters.  The 
father  of  our  subject,  George  J.,  was  born  in  New 


York,  and  in  youth  learned  the  trades  of  shoe- 
maker and  painter.  After  his  removal  to  Ohio, 
he  studied  law  in  Toledo,  but  later  came  to  Michi- 
gan, where  he  located  the  first  land  now  occupied 
by  the  city  of  Lansing.  During  the  war  he  was 
Deputy  Provost-Marshal  and  ruling  officer  at  Wliite 
Oak,  Mich.  In  addition  to  the  practice  of  law,  he 
engaged  in  business  as  a  member  of  the  mercantile 
firm  of  Sly  &  Wessel,  but  the  venture  proved  un- 
profitable. 

Removing  from  Ingham  to  Gratiot  County, 
Mich.,  George  J.  Sly  settled  at  Elm  Hall,  where  he 
engaged  in  legal  practice  until  his  death,  in  1882, 
at  the  age  of  seventy-two.  A  Republican  in  poli- 
tics, he  always  took  an  active  part  in  public  affairs, 
and  served  as  Township  Supervisor,  also  as  Justice 
of  the  Peace  for  many  years.  His  wife,  who  was 
in  maidenhood  Samantha  Riggs,  was  born  in  New 
York,  and  died  February  22, 1893,  upon  the  eighty- 
second  anniversary  of  her  birth. 

Nine  of  the  eleven  children  comprising  the  fam- 
ily of  George  J.  and  Samantha  Sly  still  survive, 
two  having  died  in  childhood.  Rev.  John  A.,  the 
eldest,  is  a  minister  of  the  Protestant  Methodist 
Church,  and  resides  in  Ingham  County.  George 
M.,  a  farmer,  lives  m  Dexter,  Mich.  Seneca,  who 
during  the  late  war  enlisted  as  a  member  of  the 
Twenty-sixth  Michigan  Infantry  and  lost  his  health 
by  exposure  to  the  hardships  of  camp  life  and 
forced  marches,  is  a  resident  of  Elm  Hall,  Mich., 
where  he  is  engaged  in  the  practice  of  law;  for 
many  years  he  was  Postmaster,  and  now  holds  the 
position  of  Justice  of  the  Peace.  Orlando,  also  a 
member  of  the  Twenty-sixth  Michigan  Infantry 
during  the  Rebellion,  now  carries  on  farm  work  in 
Gratiot  County.  Charles  W.,  an  attorne}^,  resides 
in  Topeka,  Kan.  Morgan  H.  is  pastor  of  the  Uni- 
ted Brethren  Church  at  White  Pine,  Tenn.  James 
H.,  our  subject,  the  next  in  order  of  birth,  was  born 
in  White  Oak  Township,  Ingham  County,  Mich., 
July  13,  1851.  Arza  L.  is  a  lumber  merchant  of 
Cheboygan,  Mich.;  and  Mary  A.j  the  youngest  of 
the  family,  is  the  wife  of  William  Dines,  of  Cedar 
Springs. 

The  first  fifteen  years  of  the  life  of  our  subject 
were  passed  in  Ingham  County,  where  he  attended 
the  district  schools.     He  removed  with  his  father's 
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family  to  Gratiot  County,  and  for  several  months 
afterward  attended  school.  Soon,  however,  he  en- 
gaged as  clerk  in  a  general  store,  remaining  there 
for  nearly  tliree  years.  The  second  year  he  had 
his  salary  reduced  and  took  lessons  from  the  book- 
keeper as  part  pay.  On  leaving  that  store,  he  in- 
vested his  savings,  associated  with  his  brother 
Charles,  in  the  piu'chase  of  a  stock  of  general  mer- 
chandise. 

During  the  fall  of  the  same  year,  1870,  Mr.  Sly 
married  Miss  Adelia,  daughter  of  Eli  and  Nancy  C. 
(Cornell)  Davis,  of  Stanton,  Mich.  Mrs.  Sly  was 
born  in  Fenner,  Madison  County,  N.  Y.,  and  by 
her  marriage  has  become  the  mother  of  three  chil- 
dren. Albert  C,  the  eider  son,  is  Deputy  County 
Treasurer  of  Roscommon  County;  he  married  Mag- 
gie Martin,  and  they  have  two  children.  Jay  and 
Carleton.  Ra}^,  the  younger  son,  is  at  home  with 
his  parents.  The  only  daughter,  Iva  May,  died  at 
the  age  of  six  years. 

In  the  spring  of  1871  Mr.  Sly's  store  was  de- 
stroyed by  fire,  and  as  he  carried  no  insurance,  it 
proved  a  total  loss.  Not  only  this,  but  he  was 
unfortunate  in  the  fact  that  he  was  in  debt  to  the 
amount  of  8600.  He  then  purchased  a  shoe-shop 
for  840,  for  which  he  gave  his  note  due  in  one 
3^ear.  Hiring  a  shoemaker,  he  took  instructions 
from  him,  and  in  that  way  learned  the  trade.  For 
a  time  he  was  obliged  to  do  business  on  credit,  but 
being  industrious  and  energetic,  he  soon  gained  a 
place  among  the  successful  business  men  of  Elm  Hall^ 
Fortwo3^ears  he  was  traveling  salesman  for  a  monu- 
mental-work concern.  From  Elm  Hall  he  came  to 
Roscommon,  where  he  has  since  resided.  At  the 
time  of  coming  here  he  had  ^2,200,  which  he  in- 
vested in  the  business  he  has  since  conducted.  In 
addition  to  his  other  interests,  he  has  dealt  exten- 
sively in  pine  land. 

A  Democrat  in  his  political  belief,  Mr.  Sly  was 
Township  Treasurer  and  Supervisor  for  some  time, 
and  at  present  is  County  Treasurer.  He  always 
takes  an  intelligent,  active  interest  in  local  matters, 
and  is  well  posted  upon  the  great  questions  affect- 
ing the  welfare  of  the  Government.  Socially  he 
is  a  Royal  Arch  Mason,  is  also  identified  with  the 
Knights  of  the  Maccabees  and  is  District  Grand 
Deputy  of  the  Independent  Order  of  Odd  Fellows. 


He  has  prospered  in  his  business  undertakings,  and 
occupies  the  best  residence  in  the  village,  besides 
being  the  owner  of  one  of  the  most  valuable  farms 
in  the  county. 


^>-^¥r<m 
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I  ORENZO  A.  CLARK  had  the  honor  of  nam- 
I  Cy  ing  the  town  of  Harbor  Springs,  the  coun- 
ty seat  of  Emmet  County,  it  having  for- 
merly been  known  as  Little  Traverse.  For  seven 
and  a-half  years  he  was  Postmaster  of  the  village, 
within  the  boundaries  of  which  his  home  has  been 
made  since  1876.  He  has  been  editor  and  pub- 
lisher of  the  Harbor  Springs  Republican  nearly 
ever  since  it  was  established,  which  was  in  187-6. 

The  birth  of  L.  A.  Clark  occurred  in  Cleveland, 
Ohio,  April  4, 1838.  His  parents  were  Francis  and 
Mary  (Graff)  Clark,  both  natives  of  New  York 
State.  After  a  residence  of  several  years  in  Cleve- 
land, Francis  Clark  removed  to  Michigan,  and  in 
1842  settled  on  a  farm  between  Hillsdale  and  Hud- 
son. Some  years  later  he  became  a  resident  of 
Hillsdale,  and  there  remained  until  his  death, 
which  occurred  in  1854,  at  the  age  of  fifty-live 
years.  His  wife  survived  him  but  a  short  time, 
being  killed  by  a  fall  from  a  sleigh  on  Christmas 
Day  of  1856.  She  and  her  husband  were  active 
members  of  the  Methodist  Church,  and  left  many 
friends  who  sincerely  mourned  their  loss.  They 
had  a  family  of  five  sons  and  three  daughters,  of 
whom  five  are  now  living,  namely:  Sarah  Jane, 
Mrs.  Caruthers,  of  Stanton,  Mich.;  Francis  J.,  of 
Hillsdale,  this  state;  Lorenzo  A.  and  Alonzo  C, 
twins;  and  Daniel  Lester,  who  rents  a  farm  in  this 
locality.     Alonzo  is  a  merchant  at  Adrian,  Mich. 

Lorenzo  A.  Clark  was  reared  principally  near 
Hillsdale,  and  there  received  his  early  education. 
When  fifteen  years  of  age  he  began  learning  the 
printer's  trade  in  the  ofltice  of  the  Hillsdale  Gazette^ 
and  also  worked  on  the  Standard,  For  a  short 
time  he  was  employed  at  Hudson,  thence  going  to 
Chicago,    where   he   worked    on  the  Inter   Ocean, 
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Tribune^  the  City  Directory^  and  did  various  kinds 
of  job  printing. 

From  New  Albany,  Ind.,  Mr.  Clark  enlisted  on 
the  first  call  for  troops,  April  19,  1861,  in  Com- 
pany A,  Twelfth  Indiana  Infantry.  At  the  end 
of  ninety  days  he  went  to  Indianapolis  and  was 
drill  master  of  recruits.  The  regiment  refused  to 
be  mustered  out,  and  Governor  Morton  telegraphed 
the  fact  to  President  Lincoln.  The  command  re- 
ceived word  from  the  President  to  come  to  the 
Capitol  City,  and  all  along  the  route  they  received 
ovations.  Re-enlisting,  they  served  for  two  and 
a-half  years  more,  Mr.  Clark  being  then  given  a 
position  in  the  printing  bureau  of  the  Government 
in  their  branch  office  at  Nashville,  Tenn.,  where  he 
remained  until  the  close  of  the  war.  He  took  part 
in  the  battles  of  Nashville,  Bull  Run  and  Win- 
chester, besides  a  number  of  more  or  less  important 
skirmishes. 

When  the  war  closed  Mr.  Clark  went  to  Hast- 
ings, Mich.,  and  assumed  charge  of  the  Banner 
office  as  foreman,  a  position  he  held  for  six  years. 
Then,  going  to  Kirksville,  Mo.,  he  was  for  a  num- 
ber of  years  manager  of  the  Journal^  published  in 
that  place.  It  was  in  1876  that  he  came  to  this 
county,  which  was  then  an  Indian  reservation. 
He  took  up  one  hundred  and  sixty  acres  of  land, 
which  he  still  owns,  and  a  portion  of  which  has 
been  improved.  In  addition  to  this  property  he 
owns  other  farm  land,  and  a  number  of  houses  and 
lots  in  Harbor  Springs,  lots  in  Traverse  City  and 
Harvey,  III. 

June  12,  1863,  Mr.  Clark  married  Miss  Carrie 
M.,  daughter  of  John  and  Hannah  (Underwood) 
Carlow,  natives  of  London,  England.  One  child 
was  born  of  their  union,  Frank  M.,  who  married 
Miss  Kittie  Wright,  and  has  a  daughter,  Lillian  G. 
Religiously  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Clark  are  members  of 
the  Methodist  Church,  the  former  being  President 
of  the  Church  Board  of  Trustees.  In  politics  he 
is  a  Republican,  and  socially  he  is  identified  with 
L  B.  Richardson  Post  No.  13,  G.  A.  R.,  one  of  the 
oldest  in  the  state.  He  is  also  on  the  Commander- 
in-Chief  *s  staff  of  the  National  Grand  Army  of 
the  Republic.     He  is  an  old  Master  Mason. 

The  Clarks  are  a  long-lived  family  and  of  the 
old  Plymouth  stock.     The  paternal  grandfather  of 


Lorenzo  A.  was  Francis  Clark,  a  native  of  New 
York  State,  and  a  soldier  in  the  War  of  1812. 
He  died  at  an  advanced  age,  and  his  wife  was  over 
ninety  years  old  at  the  time  of  her  demise.  On 
the  maternal  side  our  subject  is  descended  from  a 
Dutch  trader,  Peter  Graff,  who  was  a  native  of 
Pennsylvania  and  was  also  a  participant  in  the 
War  of  1812.  At  the  time  of  his  demise  he  had 
attained  the  age  of  eighty-seven  years,  but  his 
wife  lived  to  see  the  ninety-third  anniversary  of 
her  birth. 


£)#e= 


r  lEUT.  WILLIAM  H.  HERBERT  is  the 
I  O  General  Superintendent  of  the  Manistee 
&  Grand  Rapids  Railroad,  the  other  offi- 
cers of  the  company  being  John  Canfieid,  Presi- 
dent; Louis  Sands,  Vice-President;  T.  J.  Ramsdell, 
Secretary;  E.  N.  Sailing,  Auditor;  and  E.  G.  Filer, 
Treasurer.  The  road  was  commenced  in  Decem- 
ber, 1881,  and  thirty-six  miles  have  been  built, 
mainly  in  1882-83,  the  total  cost  being  $375,000. 
It  forms  a  junction  with  the  Chicago  &  West 
Michigan  Railroad  near  Peter's  Crossing,  at  the 
Manistee  &  Grand  Rapids  Crossing.  There  are 
two  engines,  together  with  a  sufficient  number  of 
cars  to  furnish  transportation  for  the  logs,  lumber, 
camp  supplies,  etc.,  shipped  from  this  localit3^ 
The  lumber  is  principally  pine,  although  in  Free 
Soil  there  is  a  tract  of  hardwood  lands,  to  which 
the  road  furnishes  direct  communication.  The  ob- 
jective point  of  the  road  is  Grand  Rapids,  and  the 
stock  of  the  company  is  owned  exclusively  by  cit- 
izens of  Manistee,  who  are  large  property-owners 
in  this  section.  The  cars  are  furnished  with  all  the 
modern  improvements,  including  the  Janney  au- 
tomatic car-couplers.  Steady  employment  is  fur- 
nished to  twenty-five  men,  besides  those  employed 
in  the  general  office. 

From  the  inception  of  this  road  William  H.  Her- 
bert has  been  its  Superintendent,  and  to  him  its 
success  is  largely  due.  To  the  readers  of  this  vol- 
ume a  history  of  his  life  will  therefore  be  of  more 
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than  ordinary  interest.  He  was  born  in  North- 
field,  Mass.,  March  27,  1844,  and  was  early  orphaned 
by  the  death  of  his  father,  who  went  to  California 
in  1849,  and  died  there.  Later,  in  company  with 
his  mother,  Maria,  and  his  stepfather,  a  Mr.  Per- 
kins, he  went  to  La  Porte,  Ind.,  at  the  age  of 
eleven  years.  When  onl}'  eight  years  of  age  he 
began  to  work  on  a  farm,  and  two  years  later  his 
first  suit  of  "  store  *'  clothes  was  paid  for  with  the 
money  he  earned  chopping  cordwood.  The  first 
suit  he  ever  had  was  made  from  a  suit  worn  by  bis 
grandfather  Templeton  in  the  War  of  1812,  the 
cloth  for  which  had  been  spun  and  the  suit  made 
b}^  his  grandmother.  Even  the  brass  buttons  that 
had  formed  such  an  important  part  of  the  decora- 
tions of  the  old  uniform  were  transferred  to  his 
suit,  and  his  pride  in  it  may  be  more  easily  imag- 
ined than  described. 

When  eleven  years  old  our  subject  began  in  the 
railroad  business  in  La  Porte,  his  first  work  being 
that  of  sweeping  shops  and  running  errands  for 
the  men.  Before  old  enough  to  be  accepted  for 
such  responsible  work,  he  began  firing  on  the  yard 
engine,  and  also  worked  as  switchman.  Before  he 
was  fifteen,  and  while  serving  his  apprenticeship, 
he  was  occasionally  permitted  to  make  trips  on  the 
road  as  engineer,  but  his  work  was  principally  in 
the  yards.  From  La  Porte  he  went  to  Adrian, 
Mich.,  where  he  was  employed  on  the  Lake  Shore 
Railroad. 

In  1861  Mr.  Herbert  enlisted  in  the  Union  arm}^, 
but  not  being  old  enough  for  active  service,  he 
was  not  accepted.  The  following  year  he  again 
enlisted,  this  time  with  more  success.  He  became 
a  private  soldier  in  Company  I,  First  Michigan 
Engineers,  in  which  he  served  for  eight  months. 
When  Company  L  was  organized  he  was  assigned 
to  it  as  a  non-commissioned  officer,  being  Second 
Lieutenant  for  seven  months,  and  later  serving  as 
First  Lieutenant.  For  a  portion  of  his  twenty- 
three  months  of  service  he  was  in  the  employ  of 
the  Department  of  the  Cumberland,  engaged  in 
building  bridges  and  railroads  and  opening  roads. 
He  accompanied  General  Sherman  on  his  march  to 
the  sea,  and  after  reaching  Georgia  was  in  charge 
of  the  company  until  the  close  of  the  campaign. 
With  his  command   he  took  part  in  eight  of  the 


principal  battles,  and  lost  a  large  number  of  his 
men ,  who  were  wounded,  captured  or  killed.  At  La- 
Vergne,  Tenn.,  a  portion  of  his  regiment,  number- 
ing about  six  hundred  men,  while  engaged  in  con- 
structing roads,  was  surrounded  by  three  thousand 
of  the  enemy's  troops,  but  they  fought  with  such 
bravery  that  the  Confederates  finally  withdrew  de- 
feated, in  spite  of  the  unequal  charge. 

After  having  been  mustered  out  of  the  service 
as  First  Lieutenant,  our  subject  went  to  Blissfield, 
where  his  grandmother  made  her  home  with  him 
until  her  death  at  that  place.  Later  he  was  sta- 
tioned at  Kalamazoo,  in  the  employ  of  the  Lake 
Shore  Railroad,  doing  mechanical  work  in  the 
round  house.  His  next  position  was  that  of  fore- 
man in  the  shops  of  the  Grand  Trunk  at  Battle 
Creek,  and  there  he  also  occasionally  acted  m  the 
capacitj^  of  engineer.  After  about  two  years  he 
went  to  Grand  Rapids  and  took  an  engine  on  the 
Newaygo  Road  for  nine  months.  For  the  four  en- 
suing years  he  was  with  the  Grand  Rapids  &  Indi- 
ana Railroad  as  engineer,  on  the  northern  division 
mainly.  Afterward  he  was  shop  foreman  for  that 
company  at  Grand  Rapids,  and  in  1878  became 
Superintendent  of  the  Grand  Rapids  Iron  Works, 
having  about  forty  men  under  him,  and  building 
engines,  repairing  machinery,  etc. 

Returning  to  railroading  after  an  absence  of 
about  three  years,  Mr.  Herbert  became  Superin- 
tendent of  motive-power  and  construction  on  the 
Hobart  &  Manistee  River  Railroad,  with  which  he 
continued  for  eight  years,  having  his  headquarters 
at  the  terminus  of  the  line  and  extending  the 
road  into  new  fields.  When  the  Manistee  &;  Grand 
Rapids  Railroad  was  started  he  was  offered  the  po- 
sition which  he  has  since  filled   very  acceptably. 

In  1872,  at  Grand  Rapids,  Mr.  Herbert  married 
Miss  Lillian,  daughter  of  John  Hickman,  and  a 
native  of  Battle  Creek,  Mich.  This  accomplished 
lady  died  after  a  wedded  life  of  only  two  years. 
Socially  Mr.  Herbert  is  a  member  of  the  Independ- 
ent Order  of  Odd  Fellows,  belonging  to  the  En- 
campment and  Rebekah  Lodge.  In  the  former  he 
is  Past  Chief  Patriarch,  and  in  the  subordinate 
lodge  fills  the  office  of  Past  Grand.  He  is  also  con- 
nected with  Bockstawz  Tent  No.  370,  K.  O.  T.  M. 
As  Past  Commander  he  is  one  of  the  most  active 
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workers  of  James  F,  McGinley  Post  No.  201, 
G.  A.  R.  In  religious  belief  he  is  a  member  of  the 
Methodist  Episcopal  Church,  in  which  he  has  been 
Class-leader.  He  is  active  in  Sunday-school  work, 
the  leader  of  the  Bible  class  in  the  home  church, 
and  Superintendent  of  the  Sunday-school  on  the 
North  Side.  In  the  Epworth  League  he  is  an  influ- 
ential worker,  and  is  also  well  known  throughout 
the  state  as  a  member  of  the  Loyal  Legion. 


PROF.  EDWARD  O'LEARY  CHAFFERS, 
director  and  proprietor  of  the  Manistee 
Conservatory  of  Music,  is  a  young  man  of 
exceptional  musical  talent  and  general  abilit\%  He 
has  studied  in  the  best  schools  of  this  country  and 
of  Europe,  having  as  his  teachers  noted  masters, 
and  having  spent  three  and  a-half  years  in  France 
alone  in  the  acquisition  of  a  musical  education. 

Professor  Chaffers  comes  from  a  prominent  Cana- 
dian famil}^,  his  father  being  Hon.  William  Henry 
Chaffers,  who  was  elected  to  the  Parliament  of  that 
country  when  he  was  twenty-six  years  of  age,  and 
was  subsequently  elected  by  Ro3^al  proclamation  to 
the  position  of  a  life  Senator.  His  death  occurred 
July  16, 1894.  His  father,  Col.  W.  V.  Chaffers,  was 
born  in  Liverpool,  England,  and  was  an  officer  in 
the  Queen's  arm}-.  The  family  of  Hon.  William 
Henry  Chaffers  and  his  wife,  Louise  O'Leary,  com- 
prises seven  living  children,  six  sons  and  a  daugh- 
ter. Henry  is  engaged  in  agriculture;  Rev.  James,  at 
one  time  director  of  Ste.  Marie  de  Monnoir  College 
in  Canada,  was  also  the  Secretary  of  Bishop  Mo- 
reau,  and  is  now  Chaplain  of  the  Gray  Nuns'  Hos- 
pital of  St.  Hyacinthe,  Canada;  Joseph  is  a  prac- 
ticing physician  in  Worcester,  Mass.;  Emil  is  a 
medical  student  in  Detroit,  Mich.;  John  is  an  at- 
tornej-at-law,  and  a  partner  of  Hon.  Mr.  Auger, 
member  of  Parliament  from  Montreal,  and  also 
Representative  of  Montreal  West;  and  Josephine, 
the  only  daughter,  is  a  nun  in  the  Ursulines  Con- 
vent at  Quebec. 

Dr.  O'Leary,  the  maternal  grandfather  of  our 


subject,  was  a  native  of  Dublin,  Ireland,  and  for 
several  years  was  a  surgeon  and  physician  in  Her 
Majesty's  army.  Subsequently  he  removed  to  St. 
Hyacinthe,  Canada,  where  he  married  and  reared 
his  family.  Two  of  his  sons  were  physicians  and 
graduates  of  McGill  University,  Montreal. 

The  birth  of  our  subject  occurred  in  St.  Ce- 
saire,  Quebec,  Canada,  August  1,  1861.  He  matric- 
ulated as  a  pupil  in  St.  Sulpice  (called  Montreal) 
College,  and  took  five  years  of  a  classical  course, 
which  included  several  languages  and  thorough 
musical  training.  In  the  year  1875  he  entered  La- 
val University  in  Quebec,  and  there  completed  his 
classical  course,  graduating  in  1880.  Immediately 
after  graduating  from  the  university  he  went  to 
Paris,  where  he  engaged  in  special  work  in  music. 
From  his  early  childhood  he  manifested  great  tal- 
ent in  this  direction,  and  his  parents  spared  them- 
selves no  means  or  effort  in  order  to  give  the  boy 
the  best  possible  advantages.  During  his  sojourn 
in  France  he  was  for  over  two  years  the  guest  of 
the  Marquis  Costa  de  Beauregard,  a  member  of 
one  of  the  oldest  families  among  the  nobility  of 
Savoy.  At  the  same  time  he  attended  to  the  musical 
department  of  the  castle  and  of  the  immense  or- 
phan institution  founded  by  the  eminent  noble- 
man. 

At  the  end  of  three  and  a-half  years  spent 
abroad,  young  Chaffers  returned  to  his  native 
country,  and  was  soon  engaged  as  band-master  of 
the  infantry  corps  stationed  at  St.  Johns,  in  the 
province  of  Quebec.  This  is  a  G(»vernment  mili- 
tary school  for  the  training  of  officers  destined  for 
service  in  the  English  army,  and  Professor  Chaffers 
was  retained  there  for  about  a  year  and  a-half. 
On  the  recommendation  of  his  physician  he  next 
made  a  trip  to  California,  combining  pleasure  with 
business.  About  five  years  were  passed  profitably 
and  with  benefit  on  the  Pacific  Coast,  he  being 
band-master  of  the  Fifth  Regiment  of  California 
National  Guards  for  three  years,  and  at  the  same 
time  musical  director  of  the  San  Jose  Opera  Soci- 
et}^,  and  teacher  in  the  department  of  the  railitaiy 
band  in  the  University  of  the  Pacific. 

In  1889  Professor  Chaffers  returned  East  and 
became  musical  director  of  the  King  Cole  Opera 
Company,  as  well  as  several  other  companies,  end- 
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ing  with  a  successful  tour  through  the  continent 
with  the  Nellie  McHenrj^  Company.  Feeling  the 
need  of  a  rest  and  study,  he  passed  the  next  year 
upon  a  farm  belonging  to  his  family.  November 
11,1 892,  he  came  to  Manistee,  where  he  has  built  up 
an  enviable  reputation  as  an  instructor  and  musi- 
cian. He  has  an  elegant  suite  of  rooms  in  the  Rams- 
dell  Block,  which  is  fitted  out  with  all  kinds  of  mu- 
sical instruments.  He  teaches  both  elementary  and 
advanced  departments,  and  numbers  among  his 
students  many  persons  from  the  leading  families 
of  this  section  of  the  state.  Twenty  of  the  promi- 
nent young  ladies  and  gentlemen  of  Manistee  are 
members  of  the  Chaffers  Symphony  Orchestra,  of 
which  he  is  director.  He  is  also  organist  of  St. 
Joseph's  Catholic  Church,  which  has  the  largest 
edifice  and  congregation  in  the  city. 


=-=m^^^^^ 


WILLIAM  H.  UMLOR.  Tlie  Bar  has 
many  able  representatives  in  Northern 
Michigan,  men  who  stand  high  in  the 
profession  because  of  deep  study  of  the  best  au- 
thorities on  legal  lore,  and  men  whose  native  abil- 
ity is  of  a  superior  order;  men  who  also  combine 
the  two,  so  that  their  native  gifts  are  enhanced  in 
value  by  extended  study  and  research.  As  a  rep- 
resentative of  this  class  we  present  the  name  of 
William  H.  Urn  lor,  senior  member  of  the  firm  of 
Umlor  <fe  Pulcipher,  leading  lawyers  of  Traverse 
City. 

The  Umlor  family  originated  in  Germany.  The 
father  of  our  subject,  Michael,  was  born  in  Alpine, 
Kent  County,  Mich.,  and  until  recently  followed 
the  occupation  of  farming,  but  a  few  years  ago 
embarked  in  the  daiiy  business.  At  present  he 
makes  his  home  in  the  southern  part  of  Grand 
Traverse  County.  He  married  Miss  Mary  M. 
Schoenborn,  a  native  of  Germany,  who  came  to 
the  United  States  at  the  age  of  five  years.  Of 
their  children  four  died  in  infancy,  and  the  others 
are:  William  H.,  of  this  sketch;  Richard  J.,  a 
farmer  of  Grand  Traverse  County;  Nora,  who  fol- 


lows the  profession   of  a  teacher;  Michael,  George, 
Maude  I.  and  Carl. 

In  Wright  Township,  Ottawa  County,  Mich., 
our  subject  was  born  February  4,  1867.  He  came 
with  his  parents  to  Grand  Traverse  County  in 
1873,  and  was  a  resident  of  Mayfield  Township 
for  the  ensuing  ten  j^ears.  As  he  had  opportunity, 
he  attended  the  district  schools,  and,  being  an  apt 
pupil,  he  secured  a  teacher's  certificate,  passing  a 
creditable  examination.  He  commenced  teaching 
when  quite  young,  and  continued  thus  engaged 
for  four  years.  His  desire  was  to  become  an  at- 
torney, and  m  pursuance  of  that  ambition  he  be- 
gan the  study  of  law  in  the  fall  of  1888,  entering 
the  oflSce  of  J.  R.  Adsit,  of  Traverse  City.  He 
made  rapid  progress,  and  was  admitted  to  the  Bar 
June  25,  1890.  In  the  fall  of  the  same  year  he 
entered  the  law  department  of  the  University  of 
Michigan,  and  by  diligent  study  was  enabled  to 
complete  the  two-years  course  in  one  year. 

Soon  after  entering  the  university,  Mr.  Umlor 
was  elected  Prosecuting  Attorney  of  Grand  Trav- 
erse County,  but,  wishing  to  complete  his  studies, 
he  arranged  with  J.  R.  Adsit  to  perform  the  duties 
of  the  oflSce  until  his  return  from  the  university, 
in  June,  1891,  when  he  assumed  full  control  him- 
self. He  was  the  incumbent  of  the  oflSce  until 
January  1,  1893,  and  rendered  satisfactory  service 
in  that  capacity.  In  1891  he  formed  a  partnership 
with  John  A.  Loranger,  the  present  Court  Com- 
missioner, and  they  were  associated  in  business  to- 
gether until  June  1,  1892,  when  the  present  part- 
nership was  formed.  Politically  Mr.  Umlor  is  a 
Prohibitionist,  devoted  to  that  party,  and  ever 
willing  to  give  a  reason  for  his  faith  in  its  tenets. 
His  popularity  is  attested  by  the  fact  that  he  was 
elected  Prosecuting  Attorney  upon  that  ticket, 
being  the  only  person,  except  one,  ever  elected  to 
any  county  oflSce  here  on  other  than  the  regular 
Republican  ticket. 

Socially  Mr.  Umlor  affiliates  with  the  Maccabees. 
He  attends  services  at  the  Methodist  Episcopal 
Church,  btit  is  not  a  member  of  any  denomination. 
December  16,  1891,  he  was  united  in  marriage  with 
Miss  Julia  A.  Stephenson,  of  Mayfield  Township 
In  addition  to  his  regular  practice  he  is  attorney  for 
the  Grand  Traverse  branch  of  the  Granite  State 
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Building  and  Loan  Association.  He  is  fully  alive 
to  the  importance  of  every  enterprise  calculated 
to  promote  the  prosperity  of  his  village,  and  is 
heartily  in  sympathy  with  public-spirited  meas- 
ures. With  his  partner,  he  owns  a  fine  fruit  farm 
in  Leelanaw  Count}^,  usually  known  as  the  Miller 
Farm.  He  is  well-to-do  financially,  and  is  also 
successful  and  influential  as  an  attorney  and  a 
citizen. 


^^e 


r~y  OL.  SMITH  W.  FOWLER  was  long  one  of 
v~^  the  most  prominent  landmarks  of  the  city 
of  Manistee,  and  perhaps  more  than  any 
other  man  was  instrumental  in  its  progress  and 
development.  He  had  a  large  law  practice,  and 
made  extensive  investments  in  real  estate  in  this 
locality.  From  the  first  he  had  faith  in  the  future 
of  this  city,  and  even  when  he  gazed  upon  the 
ruins  of  the  fair  little  village  after  the  great  fire 
of  1871,  he  was  able  to  look  ahead  and  predict 
that  it  would  rise,  phoenix-like,  from  the  ashes. 
He  was  a  stockholder  in  tlie  Manistee  National 
Bank,  and  a  promoter  of  many  local  industries. 

About  1760,  one  George  Fowler,  an  oflflcer  in 
the  Sservice  of  King  George  II.  of  England,  was 
sent  to  the  United  States  to  attend  to  some  public 
affairs.  He  was  the  progenitor  of  the  family  in 
this  country,  of  which  Col.  Smith  W.  was  of  the 
fifth  generation  in  descent.  The  latter  was  born 
in  Chenango  County,  N.  Y.,  April  a,  1829,  and 
was  left  motherless  when  he  was  a  lad  of  only 
twelve  years.  He  and  his  five  brothers  and  sis- 
ters found  homes  in  different  families  of  relatives 
and  neighbors.  Early  in  June,  1842,  the  boy  bade 
adieu  to  his  friends  and  started  out  on  foot  to 
seek  adventure  and  fortune  in  the  far  West.  Go- 
ing to  Utica,  his  uncle,  William  T.  Fowler,  made 
bira  welcome, and  the  following  da}^  he  commenced 
working  for  his  cousin,  John  G.,  now  a  wealthy 
coal-dealer.  At  the  end  of  two  months  he  went 
to  Buffalo  and  took  passage  for  Detroit,  where  he 
landed  September  1,  1843.  A  few  weeks  later  and 
be  arrived  in   Massillon,  Ohio,  where  he  worked 


for  his  board  and  went  to  school  during  the  next 
two  winters.  For  one  term  he  attended  the  Gar- 
rettsville  Academy,  and  when  sixteen  years  old  he 
obtained  124  a  month  as  a  school  teacher.  In 
1846  he  joined  a  company  bound  for  the  New 
Platte  Purchase,  in  upper  Missouri.  After  a  few 
months'  experience  in  the  West,  during  which  time 
he  had  a  severe  fit  of  sickness,  he  concluded  that 
111  the  future  he  should  prefer  the  confines  of  civ- 
ilization. 

After  spending  the  winter  of  1849  in  teaching  a 
school  in  Canada,  Colonel  Fowler  went  to  Romeo, 
Mich.,  where  he  met  Miss  Jane  E.  Marsh,  whom  he 
married.  Three  children  were  born  to  them:  Nel- 
lie, who  died  at  the  age  of  four  and  a-half  years; 
Chester  W.,  now  a  resident  of  Ft.  Covington, 
N.  Y.;  and  one  who  died  in  infancy.  After  hav- 
ing been  an  invalid  for  years,  Mrs.  Fowler  was 
called  to  the  silent  land,  September  14,  1867.  Sep- 
tember 15,  1868,  Mr.  Fowler  married  Mrs.  Fannie 
Lock  wood,  daughter  of  J.  R.  Holden,  and  sister 
of  the  Hon.  E.  G.  D.  Holden,  ex-Secretary  of  State. 

It  was  in  1851  that  Colonel  Fowler  was  admit- 
ted to  the  Bar  of  New  York  State,  and  his  first 
office  was  in  IMarshail,  where  he  practiced  in  com- 
pany with  Messrs.  Brown  &  Yan  Annan.  Subse- 
quently he  removed  to  Charlotte,  Mich.,  there 
practicing  until  the  outbreak  of  the  War.  In  1854 
he  helped  organize  the  Republican  party  at  Jack- 
son, and  after  a  campaign  in  which  he  took  an  en- 
thusiastic part,  was  elected  Piosecuting  Attorney 
in  1856  by  a  large  majorit}^  and  was  re-elected  in 
1858.  For  a  long  time  he  was  Chairman  of  the 
Republican  County  Committee,  and  after  attend- 
ing the  Chicago  convention  that  nominated  Lin- 
coln, gave  his  entire  time  for  nearly  three  months 
to  making  ''stump"  speeches. 

April  15,  1861,  he  dropped  his  business  and  set 
about  raising  a  company  of  men,  whom  he  had 
ready  to  march  within  nine  daj^s  of  the  firing  on 
Ft.  Sumter.  He  was  mustered  into  the  Sixth 
Michigan  Infantry  for  three  years'  service  with  the 
rank  of  Captain  August  20,  and  took  part  among 
others  in  the  following  engagements:  Port  Jack- 
son, Pass  Christian,  Vicksburg,  Grand  Gulf  and 
Sewell's  Point.  During  the  battle  of  Baton  Rouge 
he  was  in  the  hospital  at  New  Orleans,     On  his  re- 
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CO  very  he  was  sent  to  Baltimore,  and  was  assigned 
to  tlie  ProvObt-Marshal's  department,  but  on  his 
own  request  was  allowed  to  return  to  his  regiment, 
which  was  soon  ordered  to  take  passage  on  trans- 
ports for  Ship  Island,  in  the  Gulf  of  Mexico,  where 
they  arrived  after  encountering  severe  storms. 
Smallpox  and  other  diseases  soon  diminished  their 
numbers,  and  the  seeds  of  death  were  planted  in 
the  constitutions  of  many  who  did  not  then  suc- 
cumb to  it,  but  who  were  ever  afterward  afflicted, 
and  among  these  was  the  gallant  Captain.  Finally 
the  regiment  was  landed  in  New  Orleans,  but  after 
rerr.aining  with  them  as  long  as  possible,  Captain 
Fowler  was  obliged  to  resign  on  account  of  his 
disabilitj^  and  when  he  reached  home  was  so  ema- 
ciated that  his  neighbors  did  not  recognize  him. 

In  the  following  November  Colonel  Fowler  was 
elected  to  the  State  Senate  by  nearly  a  thousand 
majority,  and  had  so  far  recovered  that  he  was 
able  to  take  his  seat  at  the  opening  of  the  session. 
He  was  made  Chairman  of  the  Committee  on  Mili- 
tary Affairs,  and  also  a  member  of  the  one  on  the 
State  Library.  He  drew  up  and  introduced  sev- 
eral important  measures,  among  others  the  soldiers' 
voting  bill,  which  was  carried.  The  State  Central 
Committee  afterward  paid  him  the  distinguished 
honor  of  publishing  his  speech  as  a  campaign  docu- 
ment, an  edition  of  thirty  thousand  copies  being 
struck  off. 

About  1877,  however,  Colonel  Fowler  left  the 
Republican  party  and  became  a  Green  backer,  and 
by  a  fusion  of  the  Greenback  and  Democratic  par- 
ties was  candidate  for  the  office  of  State  Land 
Commissioner  in  1888,  which  was  his  last  political 
campaign.  He  was  always  active  and  aggressive, 
and  had  a  potential  influence  in  the  ranks  of  his 
party  in  the  state.  He  was  a  fluent,  able  and 
forceful  speaker,  both  on  the  "stump''  and  before 
court  or  jury.  His  title  of  Colonel  was  due  to  his 
appointment  by  Governor  Begole  as  a  member  of 
his  staff. 

In  December,  1867,  Colonel  Fowler  bought  the 
Manistee  Gazette  and  changed  its  name  to  the  Times, 
The  paper  was  soon  enlarged  to  a  six-column  quar- 
to, and  after  a  few  years  the  Manistee  Standard 
was  purchased  and  consolidated  with  the  Times, 
under  the  name  of  the  Times  and  Standard.    While 


he  was  attending  a  session  of  the  Supreme  Court 
at  Detroit  his  possessions  were  all  swept  away  by 
the  fire  of  October  7,  1871.  He  then  had  the  larg- 
est library  in  Northern  Michigan,  and  this,  with 
his  newspaper  block,  the  three  dwellings,  barns  and 
all  their  contents,  was  swept  away.  Of  his  insur- 
ance he  afterward  received  twenty  per  cent,  and 
set  to  work  to  rebuild  his  fortunes.  The  office 
which  he  soon  erected  was  the  first  building  con- 
structed on  the  site  of  the  fallen  cit}',  and  he  was 
soon  on  the  road  to  prosperity.  For  twentj^'-two 
years  his  home  was  at  No.  409  Water  Street. 

From  1870  to  1885  he  was  busily  engaged  in  an 
extensive  practice  of  the  law,  and  was  recognized 
as  among  the  ablest  law3^ers  of  Northern  Michigan. 
He  was  a  careful,  painstaking  lawyer,  and  partici- 
pated in  several  celebrated  cases  which  have  shed 
luster  on  the  jurisprudence  of  the  state.  In  1885 
he  retired  from  the  publication  of  the  Times  and 
Standard^  and  foi-  the  benefit  of  his  health  he  made 
a  trip,  in  the  spring  of  1894,  to  California,  where 
his  death  occurred  October  3  of  the  same  year. 
His  remains  were  placed  in  the  family  vault  in 
Oak  Grove  Cemetery  in  Manistee,  and  his  funeral 
services  were  under  the  auspices  of  the  Grand 
Army  of  the  Republic,  of  which  he  had  long  been 
an  honored  member. 


""s^^— 
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RANK  LINCOLN  FOWLER  is  a  leading 
young  attorney-at-law  in  Manistee,  being  a 
member  of  the  well  known  firm  of  Smurth- 
waite  &  Fowler.  He  Is  a  graduate  of  the  law  de- 
partment of  Michigan  University  at  Ann  Arbor, 
being  a  member  of  the  Class  of  '92.  After  gradu- 
ating he  was  admitted  to  practice  before  the  Su- 
preme Courts,  and  practiced  in  Manistee  one  year. 
In  the  summer  of  1893  he  practiced  for  three 
months  in  Chicago,  in  the  office  of  John  M.  Har- 
lan, after  which  he  returned  here  and  soon  formed 
his  present  connection  with  Thomas  Smurthwaite. 
The  firm  has  a  large  general  practice,  and  the  man- 
ner in  which  they  conduct  all  cases  coming  under 
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their  notice  is  rapidly  gaining  for  them  the  con- 
fidence and  good-will  of  the  public.  In  his  politi- 
cal views  Mr.  Fowler  is  independent,  and  in  1894 
was  the  candidate  for  Prosecuting  Attorney  of  the 
People's  party,  being  also  endorsed  by  the  Inde- 
pendent Democrats. 

The  birth  of  Frank  Lincoln  Fowler  occurred  in 
this  city  April  27,  1870,  he  being  a  son  of  Col. 
Smith  W.  and  Fannie  (Holden)  Fowler.  His 
brother.  Smith  William,  born  July  4,  1875,  died 
April  10,  1885.  His  sister,  Angeline,  now  the 
wife  of  Dr.  W.  K.  Branch,  is  still  a  resident  of 
Manistee.  Frank  Fowler  inherited  from  his  father 
a  studious  disposition,  and  made  rapid  progress  in 
his  school  work.  He  took  up  the  study  of  law 
under  his  father's  instruction,  and  remained  with 
him  for  two  years  before  entering  the  State  Uni- 
rersity.  He  is  a  rising  j^oung  man,  with  a  future 
of  great  promise  lying  ahead.  Fraternally  he  be- 
longs to  the  Knights  of  Labor.  During  his  fa- 
ther's last  illness  in  San  Diego,  CaL,  whither  he 
had  gone  in  the  hopes  of  benefiting  his  health,  the 
young  man  was  constantly  at  his  side,  and  was 
present  in  his  final  hours  on  earth. 
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WILLIAM  A.  WEEKS.  To  this  gentle- 
man belongs  the  distinction  of  being, 
in  point  of  years  of  practice,  the  old- 
est attorney  in  Ogemaw  County,  and  not  only  is 
he  the  oldest,  but  he  is  also  one  of  the  most  influ- 
ential and  successful,  having  built  up  an  extensive 
clientage  and  an  enviable  reputation  since  coming 
to  West  Branch,  in  1882.  He  was  born  in  Can- 
terbury, Windham  County,  Conn.,  March  11,  1855, 
and  is  a  son  of  Abel  and  Abigail  (Bradford)  Weeks. 
Through  his  mother  he  is  a  lineal  descendant  of 
the  illustrious  William  Bradford,  who  came  to 
America  in  the  "Mayflower,"  and  whose  name  is 
closely  associated  with  the  struggles  and  hardships 
of  the  pioneers  of  New  England. 

The  paternal  ancestors  of  our  subject  made  set- 
tlement in  Rhode  Island   in  Colonial  days,  having 
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come  to  this  country  from  England.  His  paternal 
grandfather  was  one  of  the  Revolutionary  heroes. 
Abel  Weeks  was  born  in  Rhode  Island  in  1826,  and 
removing  in  early  manhood  to  Connecticut,  was 
there  engaged  in  farm  pursuits.  About  1860  he 
came  to  Michigan  and  selected  a  location  near 
Greenville,  but  after  a  short  sojourn  there,  he 
went  to  Ashtabula,  Ohio,  where  he  still  resides. 

By  his  first  marriage  Abel  Weeks  had  one  daugh- 
ter, Ida,  who  on  the  death  of  his  wife  was  adopted 
by  a  Mr.  Burgess.  She  married  a  physician  and  now 
lives  in  Providence,  R.  I.  The  second  marriage 
of  Mr.  Weeks  united  him  with  Miss  Bradford,  who 
died  in  1857,  aged  about  thirty-one  years.  Her 
two  children  were  our  subject  and  Abigail,  who 
is  living  in  East  Hampton,  Conn.  The  third  mar- 
riage of  Abel  Weeks  resulted  in  the  birth  of  a  son, 
George,  who  was  adopted  by  a  family  named 
Green,  and  is  now  a  resident  of  Connecticut.  By 
his  fourth  marriage  there  were  three  children, 
Daniel,  Edward  and  Belle. 

At  the  time  of  the  death  of  his  mother,  our  sub- 
ject was  about  three  years  of  age.  He  was  adopted 
by  his  uncle,  William  Arnold  Weeks,  with  whom 
he  resided  during  his  minority,  meantime  assist- 
ing him  on  his  farm  in  New  London  County,  Conn. 
His  primary  education  was  such  as  the  district 
schools  afforded.  After  leaving  his  foster  parents 
he  attended  the  high  school  at  Westeiij^  R.  I.,  for 
two  years,  doing  ''chores"  for  his  board  while  at- 
tending school.  Later  he  went  to  Poughkeepsie, 
N.  Y.,  where  he  conducted  his  studies  in  Eastman's 
Commercial  College.  On  completing  his  studies 
he  taught  in  that  institution  for  a  time,  and  then 
went  to  Norwich,  Conn.,  where  he  became  super- 
intendent in  the  Ossawan  Yarn  and  Dye  Works. 
On  resigning  from  that  position  he  was  for  four 
years  engaged  in  the  tea  and  coffee  business  at 
Norwich,  representing  G.  A.  Stanton  both  as  city 
and  traveling  salesman. 

Deciding  to  enter  the  legal  profession,  Mr.  Weeks 
began  to  study  law  at  nights,  while  continuing  his 
business  duties  during  tlie  day.  In  the  fall  of 
1877  he  came  to  Michigan  and  entered  the  law 
department  of  the  University  of  Michigan,  but  was 
obliged  in  a  short  time  to  discontinue  his  studies 
temporarily,  on  account  of  lack  of  funds,     Teach-. 
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ing  scbool,  he  earned  a  sufficient  amount  to  com- 
plete his  education,  and  thereupon  returned  to  the 
university,  where  he  remained  until  his  graduation 
in  1880.  His  first  location  was  at  Harrisville, 
Mich.,  whence,  after  a  short  resilience,  he  removed 
to  Mio,  Oscoda  County,  and  during  his  sojourn 
there  he  was  instrumental  in  procuring  legislation 
providing  for  the  separation  of  Oscoda  from  Al- 
cona Count3%  the  two  having  been  previously  joined 
for  political  and  municipal  purposes.  He  also 
served  as  Prosecuting  Attorney,  Probate  Judge 
and  Circuit  Court  Commissioner  of  Oscoda  Coun- 
ty. He  located  a  homestead  and  erected  the  first 
building  in  Mio. 

From  Mio  Mr.  Weeks  came  to  West  Branch, 
where  he  has  since  engaged  in  general  legal  prac- 
tice. In  September,  1882,  associated  with  M.  H. 
French,  he  founded  the  Ogemaw  County  Times^  of 
which  he  was  for  some  time  the  editor.  In  ad- 
dition to  this,  he  also  conducted  an  insurance  and 
loan  business.  In  1884  his  partnership  with  Mr. 
French  was  dissolved,  after  which  he  conducted 
the  paper  alone  until  1886,  and  then  disposed  of 
it  to  Sharpe  k  Hharpe. 

While  serving  in  the  capacity  of  County  Sur- 
veyor, from  1883  until  1893,  Mr.  Weeks  surveyed 
large  tracts  of  land  in  this  locality.  In  1887  he 
was  chosen  Justice  of  the  Peace,  and  this  office  he 
has  since  filled.  In  1893-94  he  was  Supervisor  of 
West  Branch  Township,  and  for  six  years  he  offi- 
ciated as  Circuit  Court  Commissioner.  During  the 
period  of  his  service  as  President  of  the  village 
he  was  instrumental  in  promoting  the  welfare  of 
his  fellow-citizens  and  in  introducing  a  number 
of  needed  improvements.  At  the  present  time  he 
is  serving  in  the  capacity  of  Prosecuting  Attorney, 
in  which  position  he  has  rendered  most  able  and 
satisfactory  service  to  the  people.  As  a  Republican, 
he  has  for  years  taken  a  prominent  part  in  politi- 
cal affairs,  and  he  is  one  of  the  most  influential 
workers  of  his  party  in  Ogemaw  County. 

On  New  Year's  Day  of  1888  occurred  the  mar- 
riage of  Mr.  Weeks  and  Miss  Carrie  Hubbard,  a 
native  of  Michigan,  and  two  children  have  been 
born  unto  them,  Hazel  A.  and  HerthaB.  Socially 
Mr.  Weeks  is  actively  identified  with  the  Masonic 
fraternity,  belonging  to  the  lodge  at  West  Branch. 


He  has  taken  commendable  interest  in  all  that  per- 
tains to  the  progress  of  this  place,  and  is  justly 
numbered  among  its  public-spirited  and  energetic 
citizens.  Now  that  he  has  arrived  at  an  age  when 
he  can  with  complacency  look  back  upon  his  career 
and  recount  the  obstacles  that  he  had  to  surmount 
in  order  to  attain  his  present  position,  it  is  evi- 
dent that  he  has  been  in  every  respect  the  archi- 
tect of  his  own  fortune.  He  began  life  without 
means,  and  in  his  younger  j^ears  underwent  some 
very  severe  trials,  but  whatever  he  has  undertaken 
he  has  accomplished,  and  has  never  known  the 
meaning  of  the  word  "  fail." 
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/^~y  EORGE  D.  VAN  VRANKEN  is  a  pharma- 
^/'^  cist,  book-seller  and  stationer  of  Cadillac, 
in  which  cit}^  his  home  has  been  made  for 
the  past  thirteen  or  more  years.  In  1889  he  pur- 
chased from  A.  E.  Smith  his  present  stock,  and  has 
continued  to  do  business  at  the  old  stand  up  to 
the  present  day.  He  has  been  quite  successful  in 
this  venture,  and  commands  the  best  trade  of  the 
place.  He  owns  a  good  home  property  in  addi- 
tion to  his  store  and  stock,  and  is  one  of  the  lead- 
ing citizens  of  the  town.  Fraternally  he  is  a 
charter  member  of  Cadillac  Lodge  No.  46,  K.  of  P., 
of  Michigan. 

The  gentleman  above  mentioned  was  born  in 
Paris,  111.,  June  21,  1860,  and  is  a  son  of  Garrett 
and  Laura  (Fox)  Van  Yranken,  natives  of  New 
York  State.  The  former  was  for  many  years  a 
contractor  and  builder.  About  1858  he  removed 
to  Illinois,  and  for  a  few  years  made  his  home  in 
the  vicinity  of  Pans,  but  about  1862  he  removed 
to  Areola,  111.  In  1869  he  came  to  Michigan,  and 
continued  his  former  vocation  until  1882  in  Plain- 
well.  His  first  wife  died  in  1873,  at  the  age  of 
forty-eight,  and  in  1878  he  married  Mrs.  Maria 
E.  Merriman,  of  Plain  well,  with  whose  son,  Hon, 
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George  W.  Merriman,  banker,  of  Hartford,  Mich., 
he  is  at  present  engaged  as  Cashier,  though  nearlj^ 
seventy  years  of  age.  His  family  by  his  first  mar- 
riage comprised  five  children,  but  three  have  been 
called  to  the  silent  land.  The  only  surviving 
daughter,  Agnes  E.,  is  the  wife  of  William  E. 
Thompson,  of  Plainwell.  The  father,  who  has 
been  long  identified  with  the  Presbyterian  Church, 
has  been  an  Elder  in  the  congregation  for  years. 

Until  he  was  nine  years  of  age  our  subject  lived 
in  Paris  and  in  Areola,  111.,  until  1869.  He  then 
came  with  his  parents  to  Michigan,  and  was  edu- 
cated mainly  in  Plainwell.  He  continued  to  reside 
under  the  parental  roof  until  he  was  eighteen 
years  of  age,  when  he  started  out  to  make  his  own 
livelihood.  Entering  the  drugstore  owned  in  part 
by  his  step-brother,  he  was  a  clerk  in  that  concern 
for  a  year.  Then,  going  to  Mancelona,  he  took 
charge  of  a  store  which  he  operated  for  nearly  two 
years.  For  the  next  few  months  his  home  was  in 
St.  Ignace,  Mich.,  after  which,  in  the  summer  of 
1881,  he  came  to  Cadillac  and  clerked  in  the  store 
of  R.  J.  Cummer  &  Co.,  druggists,  until  Novem- 
ber, 1888.  In  the  following  year  he  purchased 
the  business  of  A.  E.  Smith,  and  has  since  man- 
aged the  same. 

July  21,  1886,  our  subject  married  Mrs.  Nancy 
L.  Kelley,  widow  of  William  Kelley,  and  a  daugh- 
ter of  George  and  Sarah  (Hawley)  Van  Ness.  B}^ 
her  previous  marriage  she  had  three  children:  Ed- 
win H.,  Edith  M.  and  Helen  A.  Two  children 
have  blessed  the  union  of  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Van  Vrank- 
en,  namely:  G.  Garrett  and  Marguerite  Agnes.  The 
parents  are  members  of  the  Presbyterian  Church, 
and  our  subject  served  for  three  years  in  the  office 
of  Ehler.  In  politics  he  is  a  supporter  of  the  Re- 
publican party. 

Eldert  Van  Vranken,  the  paternal  grandfather 
of  George  D.,  was  a  native  of  New  York  State, 
born  near  Schenectady  about  1785,  and  of  Dutch 
descent,  his  father  being  a  Hollander.  Eldert  Van 
Vranken  followed  farming  during  his  lifetime,  and, 
possessing  a  hardy  constitution,  lived  to  the  ripe 
old  age  of  ninety-one.  He  was  a  man  of  strong 
religious  tendenc3^,but  on  account  of  deafness  did 
not  attend  church  to  any  great  extent.  His  family 
comprised  only  two  sons  and  two  daughters,  both 


of  whom  died  young.  Capt.  Dennison  Fox,  the 
father  of  Mrs.  Laura  Van  Vranken,  was  born  in 
Connecticut,  and  was  of  English  origin.  He  won 
his  title  in  tbe  War  of  1812.  He  was  an  agricult- 
urist, and  died  while  yet  in  the  prime  of  life. 


(Tjrr  LMON  B.  C.  COMSTOCK.  The  early  set- 
f — \  tiers  of  Northern  Michigan,  through  un- 
remitting toil  and  great  hardship,  through 
sacrifices  and  dangers,  have  made  possible  the  de- 
gree of  prosperity  the  people  now  enjoy,  and  to 
them  the  gratitude  of  posterity  is  due.  Among 
those  sturdy  pioneers  who  have  been  identified 
with  the  history  of  this  locality  from  its  dawn  to 
the  present  time,  we  mention  the  name  of  Mr. 
Comstock,  who  has  the  distinction  of  having  en- 
gaged in  business  for  a  longer  period  than  any 
resident  of  Otsego  County. 

At  the  time  of  his  settlement  in  Gaylord,  this 
now  thriving  village  contained  but  a  few  inhabit- 
ants, and  the  streets  were  covered  with  trees  and 
stumps.  There  was  little  in  its  appearance  to  in- 
terest the  casual  observer,  but  with  the  foresight 
of  the  pioneer,  he  discerned  the  possibilities  that 
lay  hidden  in  its  future.  Commencing  his  work 
with  energy,  he  removed  the  stumps  from  a  lot  in 
the  village,  prepared  the  site  for  the  erection  of  a 
building,  and  m  a  short  time  opened  up  a  hard- 
ware store.  This  he  has  since  conducted  with 
gratifying  success.  In  1892,  associated  with  Quick 
Bros.,  he  established  the  Otsego  County  Bank, 
which  is  now  upon  a  solid  financial  basis,  and  en- 
joys the  confidence  of  the  people.  In  connection 
with  the  same  gentlemen,  he  has  also  dealt  exten- 
sively in  horses  for  a  number  of  years. 

The  son  of  Levi  and  Elizabeth  (Billings)  Com- 
stock, our  subject  was  born  in  Milwaukee,  Wis., 
August  11,  1851.  At  the  age  of  four  years  he  was 
taken  by  his  mother  to  Canada,  and  there  he  spent 
the  seven  ensuing  years,  after  which  the  family 
remoyed  to  Michigauj     H}s  mother  died  in  May^ 
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ville,  Tuscola  County,  this  state.  He  had  one 
brother  and  three  sisters,  who  when  last  heard 
from  lived  in  New  Zealand.  After  some  years 
spent  in  attendance  at  the  common  schools,  he  be- 
gan to  learn  the  tinner's  trade  at  North  Branch, 
and  later  was  similarlj^  engaged  at  MayviUe  and 
UnionTille,  Mich. 

In  1875  Mr.  Com  stock  was  united  in  marriage 
with  Miss  Hattie  Lock,  a  native  of  Canada,  and 
they  are  the  parents  of  a  son,  Arthur  B.,  and  a 
daughter,  Carrie  E.  In  his  political  faith,  Mr. 
Comstock  is  an  unsTvervmg  Republican,  and  upon 
the  ticket  of  his  party  he  has  been  chosen  to  serve 
in  a  number  of  important  capacities.  He  has  rep- 
resented his  township  upon  the  Countj^  Board  of 
Supervisors,  has  also  served  as  a  member  of  the 
School  and  Poor  Boards,  was  for  a  time  Township 
Treasurer,  and  also  filled  out  an  unexpired  term  as 
County  Treasurer.  In  his  business  transactions 
he  is  methodical  and  exact,  and  besides  being 
the  owner  of  a  valuable  hardware  store,  he  also 
owns  a  number  of  farms  situated  near  Gaylord. 
Socially  lie  is  actively  connected  with  Gaylord 
Lodge  No.  366,  A.  ¥,<k  A.  M.,  and  for  the  past  six 
years  has  served  as  its  Master. 

Such  is  a  brief  history  of  Mr.  Comstock.  His 
career  is  full  of  encouragement  to  the  poor  young 
man  starting  out  in  life.  The  sequel  of  his  suc- 
cess shows  how,  with  industry,  perseverance  and 
economy,  guided  by  correct  principles,  a  man  may 
attain  a  competence  and  an  influential  position 
among  his  fellow-citizens. 


JAMES  S.  CANAAN.  Among  the  officials  of 
Mecosta  County  who  make  their  home  in 
Big  Rapids,  we  find  no  one  who  is  more  de- 
servedly popular,  on  account  both  of  charac- 
ter and  long  acquaintance,  than  the  County  Clerk 
and  Register  in  Chancery,  whose  name  introduces 
this  biographical  notice.  Besides  being  personally 
a  man  whose  integrity,  intelligence  and  fitness  for 
office  render  him  eligible  for  such  a  position,  he  has 
the  additional  advantage   of   having   served   the 


country  in  its  hour  of  need,  and  during  the   late 
Rebellion  periled  his  life  in  defense  of  the  Union. 

Though  a  resident  of  Michigan  much  of  his  life, 
Mr.  Canaan  spent  his  early  childhood  years  in  Ken- 
ton, Ohio,  where  his  birth  occurred  July  12,  1844. 
At  the  age  of  ten  he  went  to  Iowa  in  company  with 
his  parents,  Jehu  and  Sarah  L.  (Scott)  Canaan,  and 
settled  m  Vinton,  where  the  next  seven  years  were 
spent.  In  his  boyhood  school  and  farm  work 
were  shared,  with  the  balance  in  favor  of  the  latter, 
for  at  that  time  there  was  much  to  be  done  to  put 
the  land  in  a  productive  state,  and  labor  was  not 
easily  procured. 

After  seven  years  spent  in  Iowa,  Mr.  Canaan  re- 
turned to  Ohio  and  spent  one  year  in  Kenton.  He 
then,  in  August,  1862,  enlisted  as  a  member  of 
Company  B,  One  Hundred  and  Eighteenth  Ohio 
Infantry,  Col.  Samuel  Mott  commanding  the  regi- 
ment. From  that  time  until  the  close  of  the  war 
he  was  engaged  in  active  service  in  the  Union 
army.  The  first  year  was  spent  in  Kentucky,  and 
thence  he  marched  with  his  regiment  to  Knoxville, 
Tenn.,  where  he  was  stationed  during  the  siege,  in 
the  winter  of  1863-64.  In  April,  1864,  he  entered 
upon  the  Atlanta  campaign.  He  had  been  absent 
from  his  regiment  upon  a  sick  furlough,  and  re- 
joined the  command  the  day  after  McPherson  was 
killed. 

From  that  time  until  the  fall  of  Hood,  Mr.  Ca- 
naan was  with  General  Thomas,  and  while  at  Col- 
umbia, Franklin  and  Nashville  was  under  fire  for 
eight  days  and  nights.  After  Hood's  forces  were 
dispersed,  he  was  sent  to  North  Carolina,  joining 
Sherman  at  Goldsboro  and  being  under  that  Gen- 
eral at  the  time  of  Johnston's  surrender.  His  regi- 
ment was  stationed  at  Salisbury,  N.  C,  at  the  time 
of  discharge,  June  26,  1865,  under  a  general  or- 
der. During  his  three  years  of  active  service,  he 
took  an  active  part  in  eight  pitched  battles,  besides 
a  number  of  skirmishes,  and  in  the  hour  of  danger 
he  was  always  to  be  found  at  the  front,  doing  all 
he  could  to  promote  the  success  of  the  Union. 

The  hardship  of  battle  and  the  exposure  incident 
to  array  life  affected  Mr.-Cauaan  so  seriously  that 
for  fourteen  months  after  his  return  to  Kenton, 
Ohio,  he  was  unable  to  engage  in  any  business 
whatever,  his  constitution  having  been  impaired 
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by  constant  exposure,  resulting  in  an  attack  of  in- 
termittent fever.  As  soon  as  his  health  permitted 
he  resolved  to  seek  a  home  in  Michigan,  and  ac- 
cordingly, in  October,  1866,  he  came  to  Big  Rapids, 
securing  work  as  a  laborer  in  the  lumber  camps. 
Later  he  engaged  in  farming  in  Grant  Township, 
where  he  took  up  a  homestead  claim.  After  two 
years  he  sold  the  claim,  but  continued  agricultural 
work  as  before.  In  1874  he  purchased  the  farm 
that  he  still  owns.  The  property  is  situated  eight 
miles  northeast  of  Big  Rapids,  and  through  his  ef- 
forts has  been  placed  under  a  high  state  of  culti- 
vation. 

As  a  public  official  Mr.  Canaan  is  well  and  fav- 
orably known.  Since  1868  he  has  been  in  public 
office,  having  filled  a  number  of  important  and  re- 
sponsible positions.  In  1868-69  he  served  as  Town- 
ship Clerk.  From  1871  to  1874  he  was  Supervisor 
of  Grant  Township.  In  1875  he  was  again  chosen 
to  serve  as  Township  Clerk,  filling  the  office  for 
two  years.  In  1878  he  was  re-elected  Supervisor 
for  one  year,  then  was  re-elected  Township  Clerk, 
and  has  served  in  that  capacity  ever  since,  with  the 
exception  of  three  years.  In  1894  he  was  nomi- 
nated for  the  office  of  Countj^  Clerk,  and  at  the 
November  election  received  a  majority  of  twelve 
hundred  and  fifty-two.  As  a  Republican,  he  has 
taken  a  prominent  part  in  party  councils  and  has 
frequently  served  as  delegate  to  county  conven- 
tions, also  as  delegate  to  the  congressional  con- 
vention at  Reed  City  that  nominated  Ambler  for 
Congress.  He  has  also  served  as  a  member  of  the 
County  Central  Committee. 

At  Lake  View,  Mich.,  September  9,  1875,  Mr. 
Canaan  married  Miss  Marie  Stewart,  of  Lake  Yiew, 
Montcalm  County.  This  lady  received  an  excel- 
lent education  and  at  the  age  of  sixteen  began  to 
teach,  following  that  profession  in  Montcalm  and 
Mecosta  Counties  for  thirteen  years.  By  their  un- 
ion they  have  become  the  parents  of  four  sons, 
namely:  Stewart  and  Herbert,  students  in  the 
Industrial  School;  Claude,  who  died  in  infancy; 
and  Ernest,  who  is  at  home.  The  family  is  actively 
connected  with  the  United  Brethren  Church  in 
Grant  Township,  and  its  members  are  popular  in 
societ}'. 

In  every  sphere  of  life  Mr.  Canaan  is  useful,  and 


his  life  and  influence  are  well  adapted  to  ben- 
efit the  rising  generation,  while  his  example  of 
patriotic  devotion  is  well  worth  telling  for  the  ben- 
efit of  the  generation  that  has  grown  up  since  those 
days  when  the  hearts  of  the  people  beat  in  anxiety 
for  the  honor  of  our  Flag.  Since  his  election  to  the 
office  of  County  Clerk  he  has  rented  his  farm  and 
made  his  home  in  the  city  of  Big  Rapids.  He  well 
deserves  the  respect  and  confidence  that  his  neigh- 
bors and  fellow-townsmen  accord  him,  having  been 
througliout  life  a  self-sacrificing,  loyal  and  patri- 
otic citizen,  and  one  who  has  never  deviated  from 
the  principles  of  truth  and  honor,  whatever  may 
have  been  the  circumstances. 


^!^»i"i^a 


/^  HARLES  S.  BRINK,  proprietor  of  the  Ut- 
^  J  sego  Lake  House,  is  numbered  among  the 
honored  pioneers  of  Northern  Michigan. 
More  than  twenty-five  years  have  passed  since  he 
located  in  Otsego  County,  and  with  the  history  of 
its  growth  and  development  he  has  since  been  iden- 
tified. He  has  been  an  eye-witness  of  almost  the 
entire  progress  of  this  locality,  has  seen  its  dense 
growth  of  timber-land  made  valuable  through  the 
introduction  of  sawmills,  its  prairie  land  trans 
formed  into  farms,  churches  and  schoolhouses  built, 
industries  established,  until  in  the  course  of  civil- 
ization the  county  has  gained  a  place  among  the 
progressive  portions  of  the  state. 

It  was  in  1869  that  Mr.  Brink  and  his  wife 
sought  a  home  in  Otsego  County,  and  so  few  were 
its  inhabitants  then,  that  she  was  the  first  white 
woman  in  the  entire  county.  With  them  they 
brought  some  horses,  the  first  introduced  into  the 
county.  Railroads  had  not  yet  been  built  form- 
ing a  connection  between  this  county  and  the  more 
densely  settled  portions  of  the  state.  Elk  Rapids 
was  the  nearest  market,  and  it  was  necessary  to 
haul  all  provisions  from  that  point. 

Mr.  Brink  came  to  this  county  as  foreman  for 
the  lumbering  firm  of  Adams  &  Dwight,  with 
whom  he  remained  for  four  years,  the  name  of  the 
firm  meantime  changing  to  Smith,  Kelley  <fe  Dwight. 
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Their  lumbering  camps  were  located  on  section 
25,  township  29  north,  range  3  west,  on  the  north 
branch  of  the  Au  Sable  River,  which  stream  Mr. 
Brink  improved  for  lumbering  purposes.  During 
the  period  of  his  connection  with  the  firm,  he  su- 
perintended their  extensive  business  in  a  most  sat- 
isfactory manner.  In  1873  he  built  a  hotel  at 
Otsego  Lake,  and  the  following  year  enlarged  the 
building  so  that  it  has  since  been  the  largest  hotel 
in  the  county.  He  had  a  good  patronage  from 
the  traveling  public,  and  the  place  became  known 
as  a  summer  and  fishing  resort.  In  1888,  on  ac- 
count of  the  ill-health  of  his  wife,  who  is  an  in- 
valid, he  rented  the  hotel  to  other  parties  and  re- 
moved to  Almont,  Lapeer  County,  where  he  also 
owns  a  pleasant  home.  However,  in  October,  1891, 
he  was  obliged  to  again  take  charge  of  the  hotel 
and   has  since  conducted  the  business. 

As  one  of  the  pioneers  of  Northern  Michigan,  Mr. 
Brink  is  certainly  deserving  of  representation  in 
this  volume.  He  was  born  in  Waj^ne  County,  Pa., 
September  22,  1827,  and  is  the  son  of  Harmon  and 
Charlotte  (Seeman)  Brink,  natives,  respectivelj^,  of 
Kew  Jersey  and  Pennsylvania.  His  grandfather, 
Peter  Brink,  was  born  in  New  Jersey,  and  was 
killed  there  by  the  explosion  of  a  cannon.  Harmon 
Brink,  who  was  a  millwright  by  trade,  came  to 
Michigan  in  1844,  and  settled  in  Kimball  Town- 
ship, St.  Clair  County,  where  he  died  in  1862,  aged 
seventy-four  years.  His  wife  passed  away  in  1870, 
at  the  age  of  seventy -six.  Their  seven  children 
were:  Clarinda,  Eleanor,  Peter,  George,  Charles  8., 
Lydia  and  Almira. 

In  early  life  Mr.  Brink  commenced  working  in 
the  woods,  and  followed  lumbering  until  1873. 
In  1869  he  married  Miss  Jane  M.  Cross,  who  was 
born  in  St.  Clair  County,  Mich.  They  had  no 
children  of  their  own,  but  took  into  their  home 
and  tenderly  cared  for  an  adopted  daughter,  Kate 
Cartwright.  To  her  they  gave  the  best  educational 
advantages  possible,  and  in  her  future  they  placed 
the  greatest  hopes,  as  she  was  very  intelligent, 
bright  and  lovable.  Their  hopes,  however,  were 
doomed  to  disappointment,  for  in  1895  she  died 
after  a  very  short  illness. 

Mr.  Brink  is  outspoken  in  his  views,  and  when 
Otsego  County  became  in  debt  to  the  amount  of 


nearly  $30,000,  he  insisted  that  the  County  Treas- 
urer was  stealing  funds,  and  predicted  he  would 
abscond.  His  prediction  proved  true,  and  the 
people  then  elected  Mr.  Brink  County  Treasurer 
b3'  a  large  majority,  although  he  was  an  uncom- 
promising Democrat,  and  the  county  had  a  large 
Republican  majority.  During  his  term  of  office 
the  debt  was  reduced  two- thirds.  He  has  also 
held  minor  offices,  and  always  did  his  duty  in  these 
places  honestly  and  well. 


ROLLIN  C.  DART,  an  influential  attorney 
of  Petoskey,  was  born  in  Potsdam,  N.  Y., 
June  10,  1831,  and  is  a  son  of  Alfred  and 
Jane  E.  (Wright)  Dart,  natives  of  Connecticut. 
He  is  one  of  a  family  of  five  sons  and  one  daugh- 
ter, four  of  whom  are  now  living,  viz.:  Eben  W.; 
Frances  E.,  widow  of  Steven  E.  Longyear;  Rollin 
C.  and  James  R.  Those  deceased  were:  George 
W,,  who  died  in  Lansing,  Mich.,  at  the  age  of 
thirty-eight;  and  Simeon  E.,  whose  death  occurred 
in  Lansing,  at  the  age  of  seventeen. 

The  father  of  our  subject,  who  was  a  farmer  in 
New  York,  came  to  Michigan  in  1858  and  made 
settlement  at  Lansing,  where  he  continued  to  re- 
side until  his  death,  in  1886,  aged  eighty-eight 
years.  His  wife  died  in  1882,  at  the  age  of  seventy- 
eight.  Both  were  Universalists  in  religious  belief, 
and  were  people  who  occupied  a  warm  place  in  the 
regard  of  their  associates.  The  paternal  grandfa- 
ther of  our  subject,  Simeon  Dart,  was  a  native  of 
Connecticut,  whither  his  father  had  emigrated  from 
England.  His  trade  throughout  his  entire  active 
life  was  that  of  a  blacksmith  and  farmer.  At  the 
age  of  eighty-nine,  he  died  in  Potsdam,  N.  Y.  He 
was  one  of  the  foremost  men  of  his  neighborhood, 
possessing  a  positive,  decisive  character,  keen  in- 
tellect and  shrewd  discrimination.  For  sometime 
he  engaged  in  farming  as  well  as  blacksmithing,  and 
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in  that  way  accumulated  considerable  property. 
His  family  consisted  of  three  sons  and  two  daugh- 
ters. His  mother  attained  the  remarkable  age  of 
one  hundred  years  and  six  months,  her  death  hav- 
ing occurred  within  the  recollection  of  our  subject. 
Her  husband  was  one  of  the  heroes  of  the  Revolu- 
tionary War,  and  in  religious  belief  was  a  Uni- 
versalist. 

Our  subject's  maternal  grandfather,  Ebenezer 
Wright,  was  a  native  of  New  York,  and  a  farmer 
by  occupation.  It  is  said  of  him  that  he  was  phys- 
ically one  of  the  most  powerful  men  in  Oneida 
County.  His  death,  which  occurred  when  he  was 
a  young  man,  was  caused  by  the  bursting  of  a 
blood  vessel.  His  family  consisted  of  three  daugh- 
ters and  two  sons,  ail  of  whom  were  born  near 
Rome,  Oneida  County,  N.  Y. 

Roiiin  C.  Dart  gained  an  academic  education 
in  his  native  town,  and  remained  with  his  par- 
ents until  he  was  twenty  years  of  age,  when  he 
entered  the  Vermont  University  at  Burlington, 
Vt.  Later  he  was  a  student  in  the  State  University 
of  Michigan,  at  Ann  Arbor,  from  which  institution 
he  was  graduated  in  1856.  Beginning  the  study 
of  law  at  Lansing,  he  continued  thus  engaged  un- 
til admitted  to  the  Bar,  in  1859,  after  which  he 
opened  an  office  in  that  cit}^  and  conducted  a  gen- 
eral practice  there  until  1882.  Failing  health  in- 
duced him  to  remove  to  Petoskej^  with  the  hope 
that  the  change  would  prove  beneficial,  and  in  that 
hope  he  has  not  been  disappointed.  He  has  since 
made  his  home  in  this  place,  where  he  is  engaged 
in  the  practice  of  law  in  partnership  with  his  son 
James  A.,  and  also  in  the  real-estate  business.  He 
has  large  landed  interests  in  Ingham  County,  and 
also  owns  property  in  Emmet  County  in  addi- 
tion to  his  residence  at  Petoskey. 

April  23,  1861,  Mr.  Dart  married  Miss  Sarah  E., 
daughter  of  Christopher  C.  and  Anna  Darling. 
Three  children  were  born  to  this  union,  all  sons: 
Carlton  R,,  James  A.  and  Fred  A,,  of  whom  the 
last-named  died  at  the  age  of  seven  years.  James 
married  Miss  Florence  Alger,  a  daughter  of  John 
L.  and  Mary  E.  (Chapin)  Alger.  In  political  mat- 
ters Mr.  Dart  is  a  Republican,  and  during  his  resi- 
dence in  Lansing  served  as  Prosecuting  Attorney 
of  Ingham  County,  also  as  Alderman  for  several 


terms.  Socially  he  is  a  member  of  the  Independ- 
ent Order  of  Odd  Fellows  and  the  Ancient  Order 
of  United  Workmen,  in  both  of  which  organiza- 
tions he  has  been  prominent. 


PATRICK  NOUD.  In  the  life  of  this  suc- 
cessful business  man  of  Manistee  are  illus- 
trated the  results  of  perseverance  and  en- 
ergy, coupled  with  judicious  management  and 
strict  integrity.  He  is  a  citizen  of  whom  any  com- 
munity might  well  be  proud,  and  the  people  of 
this  locality,  fully  appreciating  his  ability,  accord 
him  a  place  in  the  foremost  rank  of  representative 
business  men.  His  life  shows  what  maybe  accom- 
plished by  energy  and  determination,  even  if  the 
outlook  is  discouraging  at  first.  Few  have  had  so 
man 3^  obstacles  to  overcome  as  had  he  in  starting 
out  for  himself.  For  years  he  struggled  against 
adverse  circumstances,  at  times  unable  to  secure 
work,  and  at  other  times  unable  to  secure  the  pay 
for  the  work  he  had  done;  but  at  last  prosperity 
rewarded  his  efforts,  and  he  is  now  President  of 
the  State  Lumber  Company,  and  one  of  the  most 
influential  men  of  Manistee. 

Both  the  paternal  and  maternal  ancestors  of  Mr. 
Noud  were  of  Irish  lineage.  He  was  born  in  Arn- 
prior,  Ontario,  Canada,  Januaiy  19,  1845,  and  was 
the  eldest  of  four  children  comprising  the  family 
of  Thomas  and  Mary  (Ryan)  Noud,  natives  of  Ire- 
land. His  mother  died  when  he  was  nine,  and  his 
father  three  years  later,  after  which  his  sister  was 
taken  into  the  home  of  an  aunt  in  Montreal,  and 
the  other  children  were  reared  by  their  grandfa- 
ther Ryan.  In  his  home  Patrick  remained  until 
twenty  years  of  age,  after  which  he  came  to  the 
States,  his  objective  point  being  Traverse  City, 
Mich.,  where  he  had  an  acquaintance. 

On  reaching  Detroit,  Mr.  Noud  had  but  $7,  and 
with  this  he  bought  a  ticket  to  Northport,  in  or- 
der to  be  sure  of  reaching  the  northern  part  of  the 
state.     He  arrived  in  Traverse  City  penniless.   His 
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first  work  was  for  five  hours  at  the  rate  of  twenty 
cents  per  day.  He  then  walked  to  Elk  Rapids, 
hoping  to  secure  a  position  with  Dexter  &  Noble, 
but  found  them  discharging  instead  of  hiring  men. 
Accordingly  he  returned  to  Elk  Rapids,  where  he 
left  his  trunk  for  his  board  bill.  A  long  walk  to 
Traverse  City  proved  fruitless,  and,  getting  no 
work,  he  with  two  other  men  walked  to  a  camp  on 
Manistee  River,  thirty  miles  from  the  city  of  that 
name.  It  seemed  as  if  fortune  had  at  last  smiled 
upon  him,  for  he  secured  work  and  continued 
there  all  winter.  However,  when  he  endeavored 
to  secure  his  wages  June  1,  he  was  unable  to  get  a 
cent,  the  firm  having  gone  aw^ay  and  left  him  in 
the  lurch.  The  only  compensation  he  ever  re- 
ceived for  his  work  was  his  board  and  a  plug  of 
tobacco.  When  spring  came,  and  his  efforts  to  se- 
cure his  money  proved  unavailing,  he  once  more 
started  out  in  search  of  work. 

In  a  mill  at  the  head  of  the  Manistee  River  Mr. 
Xoud  finally  secured  a  position,  but  after  a  week 
he  hired  out  to  a  contractor  as  a  log  driver.  His 
employer  did  not  tell  him  what  his  wages  were  to 
be,  but  after  working  for  three  .months  he  re- 
ceived $2  per  day,  or  $156  for  the  summer,  this 
being  the  highest  wages  paid.  In  log  rolling  he 
became  an  expert,  and  in  fact  became  familiar 
with  every  detail  connected  with  the  lumber  busi- 
ness. 

In  company  with  three  gentlemen  (all  of  whom 
are  now  deceased),  Mr.  Noud  took  a  contract  for 
getting  out  squared  timber.  This  work  consumed 
four  months,  tlie  profits  being  $4  per  da3\  He 
then  entered  the  employ  of  William  Magoon,  who 
paid  him  $30  a  month  for  cutting  sawlogs.  After 
one  winter  thus  spent,  he  was  promoted  to  the  po- 
sition of  foreman  of  the  camp,  receiving  $45  per 
month,  and  having  twenty  men  under  him.  In 
the  fall  of  the  same  year  Mr.  Magoon  formed  a 
partnership  with  R.  G,  Peters,  and  Mr.  Noud  be- 
came their  foreman  at  $52  per  month,  having  con- 
trol of  sixty  men.  In  this  capacity  he  was  em- 
ployed for  two  years. 

Two  years  later  Mr.  Peters  offered  our  subject  a 
contract  in  the  North,  and  while  going  thither, 
riding  a  mustang  pony,  he  was  run  over  by  a  load 
of  logs  in  a  ravine.     His  limb  was  badly  crushed, 


and  from  the  result  of  his  injuries  he  was  incapac- 
itated for  active  work  for  three  months.  The  ac- 
cident occurred  twent3^-five  miles  from  Manistee, 
and  he  was  brought  to  this  city,  where  he  re- 
mained until  his  recovery.  As  soon  as  able  to 
work,  he  accepted  a  position  as  foreman  for  S.  D. 
Clarke,  of  Chicago,  on  Portage  Lake,  where  he  was 
at  the  head  of  thirty  men  for  three  months.  Ac- 
cording to  contract,  he  was  to  receive  $100  per 
month,  but  Clarke  assigned  and  the  men  were  re- 
fused payment.  A  lawyer  was  consulted,  who 
stated  that  if  the  timber  could  be  prevented  from 
being  stamped,  in  the  spring  it  could  be  attached. 
On  receiving  this  counsel,  Mr.  Noud  returned  to 
the  camp  and  secured  the  stamp  of  the  scaler. 
This  he  threw  into  Portage  Lake,  thereby  prevent- 
ing the  stamping  of  the  timber.  The  following 
spring,  when  the  company  refused  payment,  they 
were  informed  of  the  condition  of  the  matter,  and 
soon  settled  in  full  with  Mr.  Noud  and  his  men. 

Returning  to  the  employ  of  R.  G.  Peters,  our 
subject  was  engaged  as  foreman  for  six  months. 
In  1873  he  took  a  contract  to  put  in  thirty  million 
feet  of  timber,  which  required  his  attention  until 
1877,  and  brought  him  $16,000  clear.  His  next 
position  was  that  of  Superintendent  for  Mr.  Pet- 
ers, which  gave  him  the  control  of  about  one  hun- 
dred and  sixty  men  and  the  supervision  of  all  the 
logging  work.  During  the  five  years  he  held  the 
position,  he  received  $5  per  day  and  expenses.  In 
1879  be  formed  a  partnership  with  Thomas  Kenny, 
which  continued  for  five  years.  In  1881  he  also 
became  connected  with  the  firm  of  Davis,  Blacker 
&  Co.,  and  built  the  sawmill  now  owned  by  the 
State  Lumber  Company,  the  latter  having  been  or- 
ganized by  Messrs.  Blacker,  Noud  &  Dempsey, 
each  with  one-third  interest  in  the  concern.  Since 
the  expiration  of  his  contract  with  Mr.  Peters, 
much  of  the  time  of  Mr.  Noud  has  been  given  to 
the  affairs  of  the  State  Lumber  Company,  and  to 
the  sorting  and  towing  of  logs  in  connection  with 
Mr.  Kenny,  and  recently  he  has  succeeded  to  the 
former  lumbering  business  of  John  C.  Pomeroy. 
He  is  also  President  of  the  Manistee  Liquor  Com- 
pany, a  wholesale  concern. 

The  State  Lumber  Company  furnishes  employ- 
ment to  about  three  hundred  men  in  the  mill,  and 
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one  hundred  and  fifty  men  in  their  camps  in  the 
woods.  The  plant  has  a  capacity  of  twenty  mill- 
ions during  the  navigation  season  of  about  eight 
months,  and  there  is  a  salt  block  with  a  daily  capa- 
city of  one  thousand  barrels.  The  products  are 
shipped  largely  by  lake,  though  the  railroads  are 
used  to  some  extent.  To  this  concern,  of  which 
he  is  President,  Mr.  Noud  gives  his  entire  time, 
and  the  enterprise  has  proved  quite  remunerative. 
September  5, 1870,  Mr.  Noud  was  united  in  mar- 
riage with  Miss  Susan  Agnes  McCurdy,  a  native  of 
Canada.  They  are  the  parents  of  the  following- 
named  children:  Mary  Georgiana,  Thomas  James, 
John  Francis,  Bernard  Daniel,  Arthur  Joseph  (who 
died  at  five  years  of  age),  Maud  Alice,  Walter  A. 
and  Reuben  Patrick.  Tiie  family  is  connected 
with  the  Guardian  Angels'  Catholic  Church.  They 
are  building  a  pleasant  residence  on  the  corner  of 
Second  and  Maple  Streets,  where  they  will  enter- 
tain their  friends  with  gracious  hospitality.  Po- 
litically a  Democrat,  Mr.  Noud  has  served  several 
terms  as  Alderman,  and  was  Mayor  in  1891-92. 
During  his  incumbency  of  the  latter  position  the 
electric  street  railroad  was  built,  and  the  new 
Smith  Street  Bridge  projected.  About  that  time 
some  opposition  arose  in  the  Council,  and  the 
Mayor  found  it  necessary  to  remove  certain  ofll- 
cials,  including  the  City  Attorney  and  the  Chief 
of  the  Fire  Department.  His  ability  as  a  manager 
was  here  abundantly  proved,  for  he  succeeded  in 
carrying  liis  point  and  in  securing  the  appoint- 
ment of  his  candidates.  In  many  ways  he  has 
contributed  to  the  material  growth  of  Manistee, 
and  may  justly  be  numbered  among  the  most  effi- 
cient business  men  and  progressive  citizens  of  the 
place. 


HERMAN  C.  GOLDSMITH  is  the  proprie- 
tor of  a  well  equipped  drug  store  at  No. 
723  Kosciusko  Street,  Manistee,  and  is  a 
registered  pharmacist.  He  has  a  good  location, 
and  has  built  up  a  fine  trade.  Though  scarcely 
five  years  have  elapsed  since  he  embarked  in  busi- 
ness he  has  prospered,  and  is  a  fair  example  of 


what  a  young  man  with  pluck  and  energy  can  ac- 
complish in  the  way  of  raising  himself  above  me- 
diocrity. 

The  parents  of  our  subject  were  David  and  Lo- 
vina  (Spaulding)  Goldsmith,  both  natives  of  New 
York  State.  The  former  was  born  in  1800,  and 
died  in  1874.  He  was  a  farmer  by  occupation,  and 
made  a  success  of  his  business  affairs.  He  was 
three  times  married,  having  three  children  by  his 
first  union,  two  children  by  the  second,  and  three 
sons  bj^  his  third  marriage.  To  the  latter  our  sub- 
ject belongs.  His  brothers,  Schuyler  and  George 
S.,  are  enterprising  business  men,  the  former  being 
now  engaged  in  farming  near  Hedgewood,  Kan., 
while  the  latter  is  in  the  drug  business  in  this  city. 
On  the  death  of  their  father,  Schuyler  and  George 
purchased  the  old  homestead,  the  latter  selling  out 
his  interest  at  the  end  of  the  year. 

The  birth  of  Herman  C.  Goldsmith  took  place 
near  Mecklenburg,  Schuyler  County,  N.  Y.,  Feb- 
ruary 14,  1855.  He  received  a  public-school  edu- 
cation, and  for  a  time  was  a  student  at  Cook  Acad- 
emy. After  the  death  of  his  father,  he  started  out 
to  make  his  own  way  in  the  world,  and  was  in  the 
West  for  a  year  or  more.  Going  then  to  Flint, 
Mich.,  he  worked  at  various  employments.  In 
1881  he  came  to  this  city,  and  for  the  first  two  or 
three  years  was  employed  in  the  shingle-mills. 
Subsequently  he  worked  as  a  carpenter,  and  finally 
obtained  a  position  as  clerk  in  a  drug  store,  where 
he  served  for  a  number  of  years.  Several  years 
ago  he  passed  the  examination  and  received  a  cer- 
tificate as  a  registered  pharmacist. 

In  this  city  a  marriage  ceremony  was  celebrated 
on  Washington's  birthday  in  1888,  by  which  Miss 
Clara  Tulledge  became  the  wife  of  Mr.  Goldsmith. 
She  was  born  m  the  Keystone  State,  and  when 
about  fifteen  j^ears  of  age  came  to  this  place  with 
her  parents,  William  B.  and  Laura  Tulledge.  One 
son,  Ralph  E.,  was  born  to  our  subject  and  his  es- 
timable wife  April  28,  1891. 

Mr.  Goldsmith  is  interested  in  a  number  of  civic 
societies,  and  before  leaving  his  native  state  joined 
the  Independent  Order  of  Odd  Fellows'  lodge. 
He  has  filled  the  chairs  of  Vice-Commander  and 
Master  Warden  of  Manistee  Lodge,  K.  of  P., 
and  is  Identified  with  the  Modern  Woodmen  of 
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America.  In  political  matters  he  is  a  Repub- 
lican. Though  reared  in  the  Baptist  faith,  he 
is  not  connected  with  any  church  organization, 
but  strives  to  incorporate  in  his  daily  life  high 
principles  and  upright  treatment  of  his  fellow-men. 
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JAMES  HAMILTON.  This  influential  busi- 
ness man  of  Tawas  City  is  numbered  among 
the  pioneers  of  the  place,  of  which  he  has 
been  a  resident  since  May,  1869.  Not  only 
is  he  (in  point  of  years  engaged  in  trade)  the  old- 
est merchant  of  the  village,  but  he  also  has  the  dis- 
tinction of  being  one  of  the  oldest  business  men 
of  Northern  Michigan.  Having  made  his  home 
here  for  so  long  a  period,  he  has  become  well 
known  to  the  people  of  this  section,  whose  regard 
he  has  gained  through  fair  dealing  and  the  probity 
of  his  business  transactions.  In  his  store  he  has  a 
complete  assortment  of  staple  and  fancy  groceries, 
and  has  also  grain  and  feed  for  sale.  His  trade  is 
a  large  one,  his  customers  coming  from  both  the 
village  and  the  surrounding  country,  and  as  the 
pioneer  merchant  of  the  place  he  is  widely  and  fa- 
vorably known. 

Mr.  Hamilton  is  a  native  of  Prince  Edward  Isl- 
and, and  was  born  August  15,  1852.  His  parents, 
William  and  Mary  Hamilton,  were  born  in  Scot- 
land, but  settled  on  the  Island  in  early  life,  and 
were  there  married.  The  mother  died  about  1857, 
leaving  seven  children,  of  whom  James  was  the 
next  to  the  youngest.  Of  the  others  we  note  the 
following:  John  became  a  farmer,  removed  to  the 
state  of  Washington,  and  there  died;  Jane  is  mar- 
ried and  makes  her  home  in  Bay  City,  Mich.;  Will- 
iam, a  lumberman,  lives  in  Whittemore;  Anna, 
Mrs.  Thomas  Carter,  died  in  Bay  City;  Joseph  is 
a  millwright  by  trade,  and  is  living  in  Bay  City; 
and  Robert  died  in  Bay  City. 

The  family  of  which  William  Hamilton  was  a 
member  consisted  of  twelve  sons,  and  it  is  worthy 
of  note    that  all  of  his  eleven  brothers  attained 


years  of  maturity,  and  all  remained  in  Scotland, 
the  land  of  their  birth.  William  removed  from 
Prince  Edward  Island  to  Michigan  in  1858,  and 
resided  in  Bay  City  until  1869,  when  he  removed 
to  Tawas  City.  Here  he  continued  to  make  his 
home  until  his  death  in  1891,  at  the  age  of  eighty- 
four.  His  life  occupation  was  that  of  an  agricult- 
urist, which  he  followed  with  success  until  the  in- 
firtnities  of  age  rendered  it  necessary  for  him  to 
retire  from  active  manual  labor. 

At  the  time  of  his  mother's  death,  the  subject  of 
this  notice  was  a  child  of  five  years,  and  one  year 
later  he  was  brought  by  his  father  to  Michigan. 
His  education  was  gained  principally  in  the  schools 
of  Bay  City,  though  his  present  broad  fund  of  in- 
formation is  the  result  of  experience  and  observa- 
tion, rather  than  training  in  school.  In  1869  he 
came  with  his  father  to  Tawas  City,  and  here  he 
has  since  made  his  home,  the  intervening  years 
having  been  devoted  to  the  management  of  his  in- 
creasing business  interests.  With  the  exception 
of  the  years  1888  and  1890,  when  he  was  associa- 
ted m  partnership  with  J.  D.  Bryant,  he  has  been 
alone.  In  addition  to  his  grocery  trade,  he  has 
had  large  real-estate  interests,  and  has  bought  and 
sold  property  in  the  city,  as  well  as  farm  land  in 
different  parts  of  the  county. 

In  November,  1874,  occurred  the  marriage  of 
Mr.  Hamilton  and  Miss  Anna  Miner,  a  native  of 
Canada.  Mrs.  Hamilton  was  the  daughter  of  Moses 
Miner,  a  resident  of  Tawas  City,  who  was  formerly 
engaged  in  the  boot  and  shoe  business,  and  is  now 
interested  in  agricultural  pursuits.  Two  daugh- 
ters came  to  bless  the  union  of  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Ham- 
ilton, but  one  died  in  infancy,  Nellie  being  the 
only  survivor. 

Politically  a  Republican,  Mr.  Hamilton  has  been 
chosen  to  fill  many  positions  of  trust  and  honor. 
He  was  the  first  President  of  the  Village  Board, 
and  afterward  was  elected  to  the  office  of  Treasur- 
er. Interested  in  local  affairs,  he  gives  his  support 
to  all  measures  calculated  to  promote  the  welfare 
of  the  people,  and  his  co-operation  may  always  be 
relied  upon  in  public-spirited  enterprises.  For 
more  than  twenty  years  he  has  been  a  member  of 
the  Methodist  Episcopal  Church,  and  has  served  as 
Superintendent  of  the  Sunday-school.     Socially  he 
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is  identified  with  the  Masonic  fraternity.  He 
built  the  store  which  he  still  owns  and  occupies, 
and  in  addition  to  this  building  he  is  also  the 
owner  of  a  comfortable  residence.  From  boyhood 
he  has  been  obliged  to  make  his  own  way  in  the 
world,  and  the  success  which  he  has  gained  is  tde 
result  of  his  energy,  perseverance  and  industry. 


^t4«- 


PROF.  8.  W.  BAKER  is  at  the  head  of  one 
of  the  thriving  institutions  of  Manistee. 
November  6,  1893,  he  opened  the  Manis- 
tee Business  College,  which  includes  in  its  scope 
of  study  preparation  for  teachers  in  the  normal 
department,  instruction  in  the  languages,  and  a 
complete  business  course,  including  stenography 
and  typewriting.  The  college  has  the  support  and 
encouragement  of  the  best  citizens  of  this  place, 
and  as  it  is  the  only  school  of  the  kind  in  the 
county,  the  people  of  the  rural  districts  appreciate 
its  advantages,  and  among  the  students  enrolled 
are  man 3^  who  attend  from  a  distance  of  several 
miles.  For  the  accommodation  of  those  whose 
time  is  otherwise  employed  during  the  day,  a  night 
school  is  also  in  operation  three  nights  in  each 
week.  Professor  Baker  is  a  gentleman  well  fitted 
by  training  and  experience  for  the  position  he  oc- 
cupies, as  he  has  been  constantly  engaged  in  this 
line  of  work  for  about  a  quarter  of  a  century. 

A  native  of  Canada,  born  in  1849,  Professor 
Baker  was  educated  at  the  home  of  his  boyhood 
and  at  Ypsilanti,  Mich.  He  graduated  from  the 
State  Normal  School  in  the  last-named  city  in  the 
Class  of  '68.  The  following  twenty  years  he  held 
the  responsible  position  of  Superintendent  of  the 
city  schools  of  Ovid  and  Big  Rapids,  this  state.  In 
1893  he  came  from  the  last-named  place  to  Manis- 
tee, and  is  meeting  with  gratifying  success  in  his 
recent  venture. 

The  parents  of  our  subject  were  M.  S.  and  Rachel 
(Brown)  Baker,  the  former  a  native  of  England, 
and  the  latter  of  Canada.     They  both  died  at  the 


home  of  their  son,  S.  W.,  who  is  their  only  child. 
The  death  of  M.  S.  Baker  occurred  October  30, 
1885,  at  the  age  of  sixty-nine  years,  while  his 
wife's  demise  took  place  September  2,  1887,  after 
she  had  passed  her  sixtieth  birthday. 

In  the  village  of  Corunna,  Mich.,  Professor  Baker 
was  married,  in  1870,  to  Miss  Ellen  I.  Gillette,  a 
native  of  this  state.  Six  children  have  been  born 
of  their  union,  the  eldest  of  whom,  Ethel,  is  a 
teacher  at  Filer  City,  Mich.  Ray  C.  is  a  druggist 
by  occupation,  and  is  now  a  resident  of  New  Or- 
leans. Lee  H.  is  interested  with  his  father  in  the 
business  college  and  teaches  the  branches  of  sten- 
ography and  penmanship.  Ward  and  Eva  are  at- 
tending the  local  schools,  and  the  youngest  bears 
the  name  of  Donald.  The  Professor  and  his  es- 
timable wife  are  members  of  the  Methodist  Episco- 
pal Church  and  contribute  their  share  both  of  work 
and  means  towards  its  support.  In  political  views 
Professor  Baker  is  identified  with  the  Republican 
party  and  is  a  true  patriot  and  good  citizen  in  the 
best  sense  of  the  terms. 


JOHN  H.  RICHMOND,  ex-County  Clerk  of 
Clare  County,  was  elected  to  that  position 
for  the  first  time  in  the  fall  of  1890,  and 
served  two  terms,  on  the  expiration  of  which 
he  refused  further  re-nomination  and  resumed  his 
former  occupation  of  farming.  He  has  made  his 
home  in  this  county  for  over  two  decades,  and  has 
taken  great  interest  in  its  increasing  civilization 
and  success.  In  July,  1874,  he  became  an  agri- 
culturist and  lumberman  of  Somerville  Township, 
and  for  the  succeeding  twelve  years,  during  the 
winter  season,  was  employed  in  cutting  pine  logs 
and  placing  them  in  the  Muskegon  River  for 
market.  His  summers  were  devoted  to  the  im- 
provement and  cultivation  of  his  farm. 

The  grandfather  of  John  H.,  Billings  Richmond, 
accompanied  by  his  two  brothers,  Joshua  and 
George  (the  latter  of  whom  were  soldiers  in  the 
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War  of  1812),  went  from  Vermont  to  Monroe 
County,  N.  Y.,  at  an  early  day  and  settled  on  farms, 
which  they  thenceforth  cultivated.  Our  subject 
was  born  in  the  same  county,  March  6,  1851,  his 
parents  being  Billings  and  Jane  (Davis)  Richmond, 
both  natives  of  the  Empire  State.  Tlie  latter  died 
in  February,  1865,  leaving  five  children.  Irvin  D. 
is  a  resident  of  Santa  Monica,  Cal.  Nancy  M.  is 
married  and  resides  in  Rochester,  N.  Y.,  as  does 
also  her  next  ^^ounger  brother,  Edward  H.  Addie 
L.,  the  youngest  of  the  family,  is  also  married. 
After  the  death  of  his  first  wife,  Billings  Rich- 
mond married  Catherine  Warner,  by  whom  he  had 
two  children,  Luzette  and  Billings.  In  August, 
1865,  he  settled  on  a  farm  in  Van  Buren  County, 
Mich.,  near  the  village  of  Paw  Paw,  and  there  he 
died  in  1871.  In  early  life  he  had  been  engaged 
in  the  livery  business. 

The  boyhood  and  youth  of  John  H.  Richmond 
were  passed  in  Church ville,N.  Y.,  where  he  received 
his  education  for  the  main  part,  though  after  com- 
ing to  this  state  he  attended  school  for  a  short 
time.  After  his  father's  death  the  family  scattered 
and  John  H.  came  to  Northern  Michigan.  In  1884 
he  moved  from  his  farm  to  Harrison,  and,  in  part- 
nership with  W.  W.  Weather  wax,  engaged  in  gen- 
eral merchandising,  under  the  style  of  Weather  wax 
&  Richmond.  Selling  out  his  interest  in  the  con- 
cern to  C.  C.  Chrysler  in  the  summer  of  1885,  our 
subject  then  clerked  in  a  hotel  for  two  years,  after 
which  he  spent  a  year  in  the  Northwest.  Coming 
back  to  this  county,  he  resumed  farming  and  lum- 
bering, to  which  he  gave  his  entire  attention  until 
the  fall  of  1890,  when  he  was  chosen  to  serve  as 
County  Clerk. 

In  1874  Mr.  Richmond  married  Dell  Hatfield, 
who  died  a  year  later.  In  1877  he  married  Sadie 
Toruan.  Her  only  son  died  in  1883,  and  the 
mother  did  not  long  survive,  but  entered  the  silent 
land  in  1884.  The  present  wife  of  our  subject 
was  formerly  Olive  Sternaman,  and  their  union 
has  been  blessed  with  a  daughter,  Frances  Addie. 

Both  his  father  and  grandfather  supported  the 
Democratic  party,  and  to  this  Mr.  Richmond  also 
adheres.  As  early  as  1878  he  was  a  candidate  for 
the  office  of  Sheriff  of  Clare  County,  but  was  then 
defeated.     He  has  held  a  number  of  local  township 


offices,  and  has  always  received  the  approbation  of 
his  constituents.  In  a  fraternal  way  he  is  identi- 
fied with  both  the  subordinate  and  encampment 
lodges  of  the  Odd  Fellows.  He  also  belongs  to 
the  Knights  of  Pythias  and  to  the  Knights  of  the 
Maccabees. 


HENRY  LANDON,  M.  D.  Those  who  de- 
vote their  lives  to  the  cause  of  suffering 
humanity  are  entitled  to  the  highest  hon- 
ors. The  physician  comes  closer  to  the  confidence 
of  his  patients  than  any  other  man  is  privileged  to 
do  with  his  fellow-men.  In  the  hour  of  agony 
which  comes  to  the  household  when  a  loved  one 
is  stricken  with  a  dread  disease,  the  Doctor  is  the 
sta}"  and  hope  of  the  family.  It  is  especially 
pleasing  to  reflect  that  a  medical  practitioner  is 
seldom  false  to  his  trust,  an  exalted  sense  of  honor 
pervading  the  entire  profession. 

Among  the  number  who  are  following  this  no- 
ble profession  we  mention  the  name  of  Dr.  Landon, 
whose  office  is  situated  at  the  corner  of  Eighth  and 
Engelmann  Streets,  Manistee.  A  Canadian  by 
birth,  he  was  born  at  Lansdowne,  Ontario.  He 
was  reared  in  the  small  village  where  his  birth  oc- 
curred, and  after  completing  the  rudiments  of  his 
education  he  entered  McGill  College,  Montreal, 
graduating  in  the  Class  of  '65.  After  his  gradua- 
tion he  opened  an  office  at  his  old  home,  where  he 
remained  for  a  number  of  years. 

Coming  to  Michigan  in  January,  1872,  the  Doc- 
tor settled  in  Manistee,  engaging  in  the  practice 
of  his  profession  here  and  in  Ludington,  Mason 
County.  For  more  than  twent}-  years  he  has  en- 
gaged in  active  practice  in  this  section  of  the  state, 
and  is  therefore  well  known  among  the  jjxjople. 
In  everything  pertaining  to  the  profession  he 
takes  the  deepest  interest,  and  is  a  member  of  the 
State  Allopathic  Society.  In  his  practice  he  op- 
poses the  use  of  morphine,  as  deleterious  to  the 
human  system.  His  success  is  proved  by  the  fact 
that   many  cases  given   up  by  other    physicians 
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have  been  cured  by  him.  In  addition  to  his  prac- 
tice, he  is  known  as  tiie  manufacturer  of  Landon's 
Liver  Capsules,  which  have  a  remarkable  effect  in 
relieving  fits  and  other  diseases  of  that  character. 


MARION  D.  RICHARDSON  has  resided 
longer,  continuously,  in  Missaukee  Coun- 
ty than  any  other  settler.  He  has  fre- 
quently officiated  in  public  capacities  of  honor  and 
trust,  and  at  all  times  has  full}^  merited  the  confi- 
dence placed  in  him.  He  has  been  School  Inspec- 
tor, Justice  of  the  Peace,  Township  Clerk  and  Su- 
pervisor, and  has  held  the  positions  of  County 
School  Examiner,  County  Superintendent  of  the 
Poor,  and  Postmaster  of  Pioneer,  Missaukee  Coun- 
ty, to  which  position  he  was  appointed  by  Presi- 
dent Cleveland.  He  also  served  as  County  Clerk 
and  Register  of  Deeds  for  four  years,  after  which 
he  was  Prosecuting  Attorney  and  Cu'cuit  Court 
Commissioner.  He  now  holds  the  position  of 
County  Surveyor,  and  makes  his  home  and  head- 
quarters in  Lake  City. 

The  parents  of  our  subject  were  Washington  and 
Christina  (Frock)  Richardson,  natives  of  Pennsj^l- 
vania  and  Ohio,  respectively.  There  were  born  to 
them  ten  children,  only  five  of  whom  are  now  liv- 
ing, namely:  Marion  D.,  Thomas  J.,  George  M., 
Elizabeth  C.  (widow  of  Jacob  Kaub)  and  Lewis  O. 
Washington  Richardson  in  his  earlier  years  was 
engaged  in  farming.  In  boyhood  he  removed  from 
Pennsylvania  to  Ohio  with  his  parents,  and  lived 
in  the  Buckeye  State  until  1856.  He  then  removed 
to  Indiana,  and  until  1867  was  a  resident  of  Jas- 
per County.  At  that  time  he  took  up  a  homestead 
in  this  countj^  and  brought  his  family  here  in 
1868.  In  1884  he  removed  to  Wexford  County, 
where  he  remained  for  nine  years.  In  1893  he 
came  to  make  his  home  with  his  son,  our  subject. 
Of  late  years  he  has  been  a  minister  in  the  Chris- 
tian Church,  to  which  his  wife  also  belonged.  She 
was  called  to  her  reward  in  May,  1876,  at  the  age 
of  fifty-five  years. 

Born  in  Tuscarawas  County,  Ohio,  April  10, 
1846,  M.  D,  Richardson  passed  the  first  ten  years 


of  his  life  in  that  state.  Thence  going  to  Indiana, 
he  remained  under  the  parental  roof  until  reach- 
ing maturity.  In  1864  he  enlisted  in  Company  K, 
Forty-eighth  Indiana  Infantry,  and  served  until 
the  close  of  the  war.  He  went  with  Sherman  on 
several  campaigns,  was  in  the  march  to  the  sea, 
and  took  part  in  the  expedition  against  Atlanta. 
He  was  still  under  age  when  the  war  was  brought 
to  a  close,  and  he  returned  to  the  old  home  and 
resumed  his  studies.  Later  he  taught  school  for  a 
number  of  terms.  He  was  the  seventh  to  locate  a 
homestead  in  this  county.  His  farm  contains  one 
hundred  and  sixty  acres,  forty-five  of  which  are 
now  cleared. 

February  14,  1869,  Mr.  Richardson  was  united 
in  marriage  with  Sarah  J.,  daughter  of  Peter  and 
Elizabeth  (Sandals)  Shirer.  Two  sons  and  a  daugh- 
ter have  been  born  to  their  union.  The  latter, 
Etta  O,,  was  the  second  white  child  born  in  this 
county.  The  sons  are  named  Lewis  A.  and  Ar- 
thur A. 

Religiously  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Richardson  are  identi- 
fied with  the  Christian  Church.  The  former  is  a 
member  of  the  Masonic  and  Odd  Fellows'  socie- 
ties, and  belongs  to  T.  P.  Caldwell  Post,  G.  A.  R. 
In  his  political  belief  he  is  a  Republican.  His 
grandfather,  William  Richardson,  who  was  prob- 
ably of  Scotch  descent,  was  a  Pennsylvania  farmer, 
but  died  in  Nebraska  before  the  war.  Michael 
Frock,  the  maternal  grandfather  of  our  subject, 
was  also  a  Pennsylvanian,  and  was  of  German  an- 
cestry. At  an  early  day  he  settled  in  Ohio,  where 
he  lived  until  his  death.  He  was  a  Lutheran  in 
relio'ious  faith. 


HON.  WILLIAM  C.  JOHNSON.  In  the 
life  of  Judge  Johnson  we  find  an  excel- 
lent example  for  young  men  just  em- 
barking in  active  life,  showing  what  may  be  ac- 
complished by  a  man  beginning  poor  but  honest, 
prudent  and  industrious.  In  early  life  iie  enjoyed 
but  few  advantages.     His  school  days  were  limited, 
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nor  had  lie  wealth  or  position  to  aid  him  in  start- 
ing out.  He  relied  solely  upon  his  own  efforts  to 
win  him  success.  In  every  detail  he  has  observed 
that  most  important  factor  m  the  successful  official 
or  business  life  of  anyone — honesty.  As  Judge  of 
the  Probate  Court  of  Crawford  County,  he  is  a 
careful,  impartial  and  conscientious  official,  ever 
adhering  to  the  dictates  of  his  conscience  in  mat- 
ters connected  with  his  position,  as  well  as  in 
those  of  a  private  nature. 

It  was  in  April  of  1880  that  Judge  Johnson 
came  to  Crawford  County,  at  which  time  he  made 
settlement  in  Grove  Township,  and  purchased  the 
southwest  quarter  of  section  32,  township  26  north, 
range  2  west.  At  the  time  of  purchase  the  land 
contained  few  improvements,  but  through  his  ener- 
getic efforts  it  has  been  brought  to  a  high  state  of 
cultivation,  and  is  now  considered  one  of  the 
most  valuable  estates  for  miles  around.  Substan- 
tial buildings  have  been  erected,  and  the  place  has 
been  finely  improved  by  the  Judge,  who  continues 
to  make  his  home  here. 

Referring  to  the  ancestry  of  our  subject,  we  find 
that  his  grandfather,  David  Johnson,  was  of  Hol- 
land parentage,  though  himself  a  resident  of  New 
York.  William  C.  was  born  in  Jefferson  County, 
N.  Y.,  December  21,  1838,  and  is  the  son  of  Rufus 
and  Jane  Ann  (Phillips)  Johnson,  also  natives  of 
the  Empire  State.  In  the  fall  of  1856  the  family 
removed  to  Michigan  and  settled  in  Hillsdale 
Count3%  where  the  father  officiated  as  a  minister  of 
the  Wesley  an  Methodist  Church.  From  there  he 
removed  to  St.  Joseph,  where  he  also  engaged  in 
preaching  the  Gospel.  Later  he  settled  in  Shiawas- 
see County,  Mich.,  where  he  continued  to  reside 
until  his  death.  He  was  twice  married,  and  by 
his  first  wife,  who  died  in  Hillsdale  County,  he 
had  two  children,  William  C.  and  Nancj^  The 
latter  married  Samuel  Reed,  and  died  in  Michigan. 

Tlie  yeai-s  of  the  boyhood  and  youtli  of  our 
subject  passed  in  New  York,  whence  he  accompa- 
nied the  familj^  to  Michigan,  and  for  some  years 
afterward  was  emplo3'ed  as  a  farm  laborer.  He  en- 
gaged in  agricultural  pursuits  in  Hillsdale  County 
until  1866,  when  he  went  to  Shiawassee  County  and, 
purchasing  farm  property,  gave  his  entire  attention 
to  tilling  the  soil.     From  there  he  came  to  Craw- 


ford County,  as  above  stated.  For  some  years  he 
followed  the  trade  of  a  carpenter,  but  is  unable 
now  to  work  at  that  trade,  owing  to  the  fact  that 
m  the  fall  of  1889  his  arm  was  so  injured  by  a 
threshing-machine  as  to  render  amputation  nec- 
essary. 

The  estimable  lady  who  became  the  wife  of  Judge 
Johnson  was  formerly  Miss  Sallie  A.  Phillips,  and 
has  spent  her  entire  life  in  Michigan,  where  she 
was  born.  Their  union  has  been  childless,  but  they 
have  taken  into  their  home  and  carefully  reared 
four  children,  whom  they  have  prepared  for  use- 
ful positions  in  life.  As  a  Democrat,  our  subject 
has  taken  a  warm  and  intelligent  interest  in  all 
matters  pertaining  to  the  public  welfare,  and  he  is 
prominent  in  the  local  councils  of  his  party.  He 
has  served  efficiently  as  Township  Clerk  and  Su- 
pervisor, and  in  the  fall  of  1892  was  elected  to 
the  position  of  Probate  Judge,  which  office  he  has 
since  held,  discharging  its  duties  in  a  manner  in- 
dicative of  his  superior  ability  and  excellent  judg- 
ment. 


/--y  EORGE  S.  DARLING,  M.  D,,  located  at 
^^T  Tawas  City  in  May,  1875, and  is  therefore? 
in  point  of  years  of  practice,  the  oldest 
physician  of  the  place.  Since  1877  he  has  con- 
ducted a  drug  business,  to  the  management  of 
which,  in  connection  with  the  practice  of  his  pro- 
fession, he  devotes  his  entire  attention.  In  the 
progress  of  the  village  he  is  deeply  interested,  and 
all  measures  having  for  their  object  the  promo- 
tion of  the  welfare  of  the  people  and  the  develop- 
ment of  the  material  resources  of  this  locality  re- 
ceive his  active  support  and  co-operation. 

The  family  to  which  Dr.  Darling  belongs  has 
resided  in  New  York  State  for  several  successive 
generations,  and  there  his  grandfather,  Joshua  M., 
was  born  and  reared.  His  entire  life  was  passed 
in  that  state,  where  he  followed  the  trade  of  a 
carpenter,  together  with  the  occupation  of  a  farmer. 
Joshua  M.,  Jr.,  the  father  of  our  subject,  was  born 
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in  New  York,  where  be  made  his  home  until  1850, 
removing  thence  to  Glen  Williams,  Ontario.  In 
1866  he  returned  to  the  States  and  settled  in  Flint, 
Mich.,  making  his  home  in  that  city  until  ad- 
vanced in  years.  He  then  came  to  Tawas  City, 
and  afterward  resided  with  our  subject  until  his 
death,  in  1887,  at  the  age  of  sixty-six  years.  He 
was  a  skilled  mechanic,  and  made  a  specialty  of 
the  building  of  bridges. 

The  first  wife  of  Joshua  M.  Darling  bore  the 
maiden  name  of  Hannah  J.  Hopkins,  and  died  in 
Pittston,  Pa.,  where  the  family  resided  for  a  short 
time.  She  left  three  children,  namely:  Mary  Ida, 
who  resides  with  Dr.  Darling;  our  subject;  and 
Frank,  who  was  adopted  into  another  family  on 
the  death  of  his  mother.  The  second  wife  of  Mr. 
Darling  was  Ann  Eliza  Dunn,  who  died  in  Flint, 
Mich.,  leaving  a  daughter,  Hannah  J.,  wife  of 
Frank  Moore  and  a  resident  of  Portland,  Me.  The 
third  union  of  Mr.  Darling  was  childless. 

The  subject  of  this  sketch  was  born  m  Cortland 
County,  N.  Y.,  March  8,  1846,  and  was  a  child  of 
four  years  when  the  family  removed  to  Canada. 
In  August,  1866,  he  enlisted  in  the  United  States 
army  as  a  hospital  student,  and  served  for  three 
years,  one  year  being  spent  at  Ft.  Riley,  Kan., 
and  the  remainder  of  the  time  in  Ft.  Harker,  that 
state.  Previous  to  entering  the  army,  he  had 
studied  pharmacy  with  Dr.  W.  P.  Maiden,  the  pio- 
neer physician  of  Alpena.  At  the  expiration  of 
his  term  of  service  in  the  army,  he  entered  the 
medical  department  of  the  University  of  Michi- 
gan, where  he  conducted  his  studies  until  his  grad- 
uation with  the  Class  of  '75.  His  attendance  at 
the  university  was  irregular,  and  in  the  intervals 
of  study  there  he  was  engaged  in  the  lumber  trade 
in  various  parts  of  the  state.  Immediately  after 
his  graduation  he  opened  an  office  at  Tawas  City, 
where  he  has  since  resided.  Through  the  skillful 
treatment  of  cases  entrusted  to  his  care,  he  has 
gained  the  confidence  of  the  people  in  this  section, 
and  has  become  the  possessor  of  a  practice  that 
extends  over  a  wide  area  of  country. 

The  marriage  of  Dr.  Darling  occurred  in  1873, 
and  united  him  with  Miss  Phoebe  A.  Larrabee,  a 
native  of  Flint,  Mich.,  and  a  daughter  of  Samuel 
Lairabee,  one  of  the  pioneers  of  Genesee  County. 


Dr.  and  Mrs.  Darling  have  been  bereaved  by  the 
death  of  two  children,  one  of  whom  passed  away 
at  the  age  of  fifteen  months,  and  the  other  when 
eight  years  old.  The  only  surviving  child  is  Net- 
tie May,  an  accomplished  3'oung  lady,  and  at  pres- 
ent  a  student  in  the  School  of  Vocal  Art  in  Detroit. 
In  his  political  relations  Dr.  Darling  is  a  Repub- 
lican. For  two  terms  each  he  was  Township  Treas- 
urer and  Village  Treasurer,  and  he  is  now  serving 
in  the  capacity  of  County  Coroner.  At  one  time 
he  was  United  Stales  Pension  Examining  Surgeon, 
and  has  been  medical  examiner  for  several  insur- 
ance companies.  Socially  he  is  connected  with  the 
Knights  of  Pythias,  the  Masonic  fraternity  and 
the  Independent  Order  of  Odd  Fellows.  His  course 
in  life  has  been  such  as  to  commend  him  to  the 
confidence  of  his  associates,  and  through  integrity 
and  honorable  conduct  he  has  gained  the  respect 
of  all  with  whom  he  has  had  professional  or  social 
relations. 


QUINCY  A.  MERRICK  is  the  leading  horse- 
shoer  of  Manistee,  and  has  a  convenient 
and  well  arranged  shop.  He  has  the  repu- 
tation of  doing  only  the  best  work  in  his  line,  and 
fully  realizes  the  importance  of  roadsters,  trotters 
and  other  horses  being  properly  shod.  He  is  cer- 
tainly an  expert,  and  has  the  proud  distinction  of 
having  had  four  valuable  medals  awarded  him  aft- 
er competitive  trials  of  skill.  In  March,  1890,  he 
gave  an  exhibition  at  the  Detroit  Rink,  where  a 
speed  contest  in  turning  horseshoes  was  held.  He 
turned  twenty-five  shoes  from  the  bar  in  fifteen 
minutes  and  two  seconds,  thereby  winninga hand- 
some medal.  Since  1882  all  the  prizes  put  up  by 
the  Manistee  Gun  Club  have  fallen  to  his  share. 
Politically  a  Republican,  he  has  served  three  terms 
as  Deputy  Sheriff  of  Manistee  County,  and  while 
serving  in  that  capacity  became  quite  noted  as  a 
detective.  One  criminal  he  followed  to  Tacoma, 
Wash.,  and  brought  him  back  to  Manistee  for  trial, 
and  he  has  conveyed  several  other  noted  rascals  to 
the  penitentiary,  among  whom  may  be  mentioned 


532 


PORTRAIT   AND    BIOGRAPHICAL   RECORD. 


the  villainous  Jack  Kelioe,  who  murdered  liis 
mother-in-law,  Mrs.  Ann  McCormick. 

The  maternal  grandfather  of  our  subject  fought 
in  the  War  of  the  Revolution.  He  bore  the  name 
of  John  Cunningham,  and  descendants  of  his  have 
occupied  a  prominent  place  in  the  history  of  tliis 
countr}'.  The  original  Cunningham  stock  was 
Scotch,  but  the  familj'  has  had  many  generations 
of  representatives  here.  The  paternal  grandfather 
of  our  subject  was  a  native  of  England,  where  a 
large  fortune  awaits  the  establishment  of  heirship, 
there  being  but  one  missing  link  in  the  chain  of 
proof. 

The  father  of  our  subject,  Hartley  Merrick,  was 
a  native  of  Maine,  and  on  arriving  at  man's  estate 
chose  for  his  companion  and  helpmate  in  the  bat- 
tles of  life  Miss  Elsie  Cunningham,  likewise  a  na- 
tive of  the  Pine  Tree  State.  They  became  the  par- 
ents of  four  children.  The  three  daughters  are: 
Olive,  wife  of  H.  J.  Jewett,  a  carpenter  of  Chicago; 
Emma,  who  married  A.  H.  Webb,  the  present  City 
Marshal  of  Manistee;  and  Mary,  who  became  the 
wife  of  Cassius  Ra3\  a  well-to-do  farmer  of  Suther- 
land, Iowa.  In  1862  Hartley  Merrick  removed 
with  his  family  to  Lake  Countj',  111.,  settling  in 
the  village  of  Libertyvilie.  He  is  now  making  his 
home  in  Chicago  with  his  daughter,  Mrs.  Jewett, 
as  his  wife  died  August  3,  1878. 

The  birth  of  our  subject  occurred  in  Kennebec 
County^  Me.,  September  8,  1851,  and  there  he 
passed  his  boyhood.  When  eleven  years  old  he 
became  a  resident  of  Lake  County,  111.,  and  when 
fifteen  years  of  age  began  an  apprenticeship  to 
the  blacksmith's  trade,  under  his  brother-in-law, 
A.  H.  Webb. 

When  in  his  nineteenth  year,  Mr.  Merrick  em- 
barked in  business  on  his  own  account,  in  partner- 
ship with  Fred  Myers.  This  connection  existed 
for  eight  months,  at  the  end  of  which  time  Mr. 
Merrick  became  the  partner  of  Mr.  Webb,  and  as 
such  remained  until  April,  1894.  In  December, 
1881,  they  removed  their  business  to  Manistee. 
While  in  Illinois,  thej^  did  general  blacksraithing 
and  carriage- work,  but  since  coming  here  have 
made  a  specialty  of  horseshoeing. 

October  29,  1872,  our  subject  was  married,  in 
Cook  County,  III.,  to  Miss  Carrie  Scott,  a  native 


of  that  county,  born  in  March,  1850.  Of  the  two 
children  born  to  Mr.  and  Mrs,  Merrick,  only  one 
is  living,  Lulu  having  died  at  the  age  of  sixteen 
years,  in  1891.  Guy  is  a  student  in  the  high 
school,  belonging  to  the  Class  of  '96. 

In  civic  societies  of  this  place  Mr.  Merrick  is  a 
leading  member.  He  belongs  to  Manistee  Lodge 
No.  121,  I.  O.  O.  F.,  and  to  Encampment  No. 
66.  In  the  former  he  is  Past  Grand,  and  has 
represented  his  lodge  in  the  Grand  Lodge  of 
the  state.  He  is  also  a  member  of  Lodge  No. 
118,  A.  O.  U.  W.;  of  Lodge  No.  170,  K.  O.  T.  M.; 
and  Lodge  No.  70,  United  Friends  of  Michigan. 
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RICHARD  B.  REYNOLDS,  one  of  the  lead- 
ing  citizens  of  Benzonia,  was  elected  to 
the  responsible  position  of  Clerk  of  Ben- 
zie County  in  the  fall  of  1894,  and  is  now  serving 
in  that  capacity.  For  the  past  ten  years  he  has 
been  engaged  in  the  mercantile  business  in  this 
place,  and  bears  an  enviable  reputation  as  a  man 
of  honor  and  integrity  in  all  his  dealings  with  his 
friends  and  customers.  He  is  quite  a  leader  in 
local  Republican  circles,  and  for  many  years  has 
held  the  office  of  Township  Clerk. 

The  birth  of  our  subject  occurred  in  North 
Kingston  Township,  Washington  County,  R.  I.,  on 
Christmas  Day,  1849.  He  is  a  s,on  of  Richard  and 
Catherine  (Allen)  Reynolds,  who  w^ere  natives  of 
the  same  place,  and  whose  only  other  child  is  Gil- 
bert C,  now  a  resident  of  Inland,  this  county. 
Richard  Reynolds,  Sr.,  was  a  farmer  b}^  occupation, 
and  up  to  1868  remained  in  the  East,  pursuing  his 
vocation.  In  the  year  last  mentioned  he  came  to 
Michigan  and  opened  up  a  farm  of  one  hundred 
and  sixty  acres  near  what  was  then  known  as 
North  Climax,  but  is  now  styled  Inland.     To  his 
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original  propert}^  he  has  since  added  a  tract  of  one 
hundred  acres,  and  is  still  living  on  the  old  home- 
stead. He  has  held  various  township  offices  and 
has  been  prominent  m  the  Methodist  Church,  hav- 
ing been  Class-leader  for  a  number  of  years.  His 
father,  William  Reynolds,  was  a  native  of  Rhode 
Island,  and  died  on  the  farm  where  his  birth  oc- 
curred when  about  eighty  years  of  age.  Besides 
operating  his  valuable  homestead,  he  had  money 
invested  in  a  cotton-mill,  and  did  surveying  to 
some  extent.  In  religious  belief  he  was  a  Quaker, 
and  his  genial,  kindly  disposition  won  him  friends 
wherever  he  went.  In  stature  he  was  very  tall, 
and  rugged  in  constitution.  Ilis  family  numbered 
seven  children,  six  sons  and  a  daughter.  The  fa- 
ther of  Mrs.  Catherine  Reynolds,  George  Allen, 
was  a  native  of  the  same  township  as  was  his  co- 
temporary,  William  Reynolds.  He  was  also  a 
farmer,  and  as  his  homestead  was  located  on  the 
shore  of  the  bay  he  did  much  of  his  marketing  by 
boats.  His  family  numbered  six  sons  and  three 
daughters. 

Richard  B.  Reynolds  passed  his  boyhood  and 
early  youth  at  his  birthplace,  and  was  in  his  nine- 
teenth year  when  he  came  with  his  parents  to 
Michigan.  He  was  reared  to  farm  life  and  has 
always  given  much  of  his  attention  to  that  busi- 
ness. He  received  his  early  education  in  the  dis- 
trict schools  and  subsequently  attended  Provi- 
dence Conference  Seminary  at  East  Greenwich. 
Since  coming  to  Benzonia  he  has  been  an  important 
factor  in  the  upbuilding  and  prosperit^^  of  the 
place,  and  is  justly  esteemed  one  of  her  prominent 
business  men.  He  owns  eighty  acres  of  land  in 
this  county,  and  has  various  sums  of  money  in- 
vested in  other  property. 

September  27,  1871,  Mr.  Reynolds  married  Miss 
Clara  E.  Jaquish,  who  was  called  from  her  family 
by  death  October  22,  1894.  She  was  a  faithful 
wife,  a  loving  mother  and  a  devoted  member  of 
the  Methodist  Episcopal  Church.  Her  parents  were 
Nathan  and  Clarissa  V.  (Gardner)  Jaquish.  Four 
daughters  and  a  son  were  born  to  Mr.  and  Mrs. 
Reynolds,  named  as  follows:  Jennie  V., E.Blanche, 
Frank  B.,  Lulu  M.  and  Clara  May. 

Socially  Mr.  Reynolds  belongs  to  the  Knights  of 
the  Maccabees  and  also  to  the  Patrons  of  Hus- 
22 


bandry.  For  a  number  of  years  he  has  been  a 
member  of  the  Methodist  Episcopal  Church,  and  is 
now  one  of  the  Trustees  of  the  local  congregation. 
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RICHARD  L.  FROST,  of  Manistee,  mechan- 
ical engineer  and  solicitor  of  American 
and  foreign  patents,  was  born  in  Jackson, 
Jackson  County,  Mich.,  March  18,  1863.  He  is  a 
son  of  Richard  H.  and  Sarah  A,  (Landon)  Frost, 
natives  of  New  York  State,  and  of  English  ances- 
try. His  father,  who  is  a  descendant  of  one  of  the 
families  of  rank  in  England,  is  a  graduate  of  the 
State  University  of  Michigan,  and  a  man  of  fine 
education.  Formerly  he  was  an  extensive  mer- 
chant of  Jackson,  and  was  also  interested  in  the 
milling  business,  owning  a  third  interest  in  three 
flouring-mills  at  one  time.  During  the  Civil  War 
his  mercantile  interests  suffered  a  heavy  depression 
and  he  experienced  severe  reverses,  but  at  the 
present  time  he  is  well-to-do.  At  the  age  of  sixty- 
five  years  (1895)  he  is  living  retired  in  Jackson, 
where  his  life  has  been  spent.  His  wife,  who  was 
born  in  1831,  is  also  living. 

The  parental  famil}^  consisted  of  two  sons  and 
three  daughters,  but  two  of  the  latter  died  in  in- 
fancy. Richard  L.  is  the  second  in  order  of  birth, 
and  the  eldest  of  the  surviving  children.  Clara 
L.  is  the  wife  of  Clark  Lyman,  who  is  connected 
with  the  Jackson  Patriot  Homer  Dean  is  now  a 
student  at  Ann  Arbor,  where  he  is  taking  a  special 
course  in  electrical  engineering.  Our  subject  was 
educated  in  the  schools  of  Jackson  and  the  Agri- 
cultural  College  at  Lansing,  Mich.  From  boyhood 
he  has  shown  considerable  skill  in  mechanics.  In 
school  he  gave  special  attention  to  mechanical  en- 
gineering, and  since  engaging  in  business  he  has 
devoted  himself  principally  to  hydraulic  engineer- 
ing. He  has  secured  some  valuable  patents  in 
steam-pumping  machinery,   the  inachinery  being 
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manufactured  in  the  Manistee  Iron  Works,  of  this 
place. 

At  Battle  Creek,  Mich.,  in  1887,  occurred  the 
marriage  of  Richard  L.  Frost  and  Miss  Myrtle  B. 
Gieason,  a  native  of  Minnesota,  who  was  reared 
and  educated  in  Battle  Creek.  She  died  leaving 
a  daughter,  Martha  L,,  who  was  born  in  Battle 
Creek  November  10,  1888.  In  1891  Mr.  Frost 
came  to  Manistee  and  is  here  engaged  in  soliciting 
patents,  combining  this  with  his  mechanical  la- 
bors. Socially  he  belongs  to  the  Order  of  the  Mac- 
cabees, having  held  membership  therein  for  ten  or 
eleven  years.  Politically  he  is  independent,  with 
Democratic  tendencies. 

Mr.  Frost  is  a  student  along  other  lines  than 
those  of  his  profession.  His  leisure  hours  have 
been  employed  in  the  studj*  of  various  sciences, 
among  which  may  be  mentioned  phrenology  and 
physiognomy,  his  information  upon  these  interest- 
ing sciences  being  especially  complete.  Possessing 
exemplary  habits,  he  does  not  smoke,  chew  or  drink. 
His  conversation  is  chaste  and  elevating,  and  his 
associates  are  selected  in  recognition  of  his  own 
high  qualities.  The  family  of  which  he  is  a  mem- 
ber is  a  distinguished  one.  His  mother's  brother,  a 
resident  of  Albion,  is  a  prominent  banker  of  that 
city  and  Detroit.  Among  liis  relatives  are  poli- 
ticians, capitalists  and  men  of  influence  in  the  pro- 
fessions. By  his  keen  intellect  and  upright  life, 
he  is  adding  luster  to  the  honored  name  he  bears. 


^^l 


TEPHEN  M.  CHAFFEE,  Sheriff  of  Antrim 
County,  was  born  in  Van  Buren  County, 
Mich.,  near  the  village  of  Paw  Paw,  June 
10,  1858,  being  the  son  of  Thomas  J.  and  Cather- 
ine F.  (Keith)  Chaffee,  both  natives  of  Kalamazoo 
County,  this  state.  He  is  one  of  a  family  consist- 
ing of  three  daughters  and  two  sons,  namely: 
Stephen  M.;  Myrtie  L.,  wife  of  Eugene  Stevens; 
Minnie  J.,  deceased;  Mabel  I.  and  Mark  J. 

During  the  late  war  the  father  of   our  subject 
enlisted  as  a  member  of  Sickles'  New  York  volun- 


teers, and  served  for  three  years  and  six  months, 
during  which  time  he  was  promoted  from  the  ranks 
to  be  Captain.  At  the  battle  of  the  Wilderness  he 
was  wounded,  but  otherwise  escaped  uninjured. 
On  his  return  from  the  army,  at  the  expiration  of 
his  period  of  service,  he  resumed  the  occupation 
of  a  farmer  in  Van  Buren  County,  where  he  has 
since  resided.  At  present  he  devotes  his  attention 
exclusively  to  market  gardening. 

The  paternal  grandfather  of  our  subject,  Thomas 
J.  Chaffee,  Sr.,  was  born  in  New  York,  and  was  a 
descendant  of  Scotch  ancestry,  as  was  his  wife  also. 
He  followed  the  dual  occupation  of  farmer  and 
brick-maker,  and  manufactured  the  brick  used  in 
the  erection  of  the  first  brick  house  ever  built  in 
Kalamazoo,  of  which  place  he  was  a  pioneer.  His 
death  occurred  at  the  age  of  seventy  years.  He 
had  a  family  of  three  sons  and  one  daughter,  all  of 
whom  are  deceased  excepting  the  father  of  our 
subject.'  Harvey  J.  Keith,  our  subject's  maternal 
grandfather,  was  a  native  of  New  l^ork,  and  was 
of  Scotch  extraction,  as  was  also  his  wife.  Tliey 
settled  at  an  early  day  in  Kalamazoo  Count}^, 
Mich.,  where  he  first  followed  the  trade  of  a  cab- 
inet-maker, but  afterward  engaged  in  farming. 
He  died  when  in  middle  age. 

Prior  to  the  age  of  seventeen  years  our  subject 
resided  upon  the  home  farm  in  Van  Buren  Coun- 
ty. He  then  began  for  himself,  following  the 
calling  of  a  farmer  until  1881,  when  he  removed 
to  Elk  Rapids,  and  secured  work  in  an  engine- 
room  and  machine-shop.  For  several  years  after- 
ward he  was  proprietor  of  a  meat-market,  but  re- 
tired from  the  business  and  accepted  a  position  on 
the  police  force,  with  which  he  was  connected  for 
more  than  four  years.  Later  he  was  Deputy 
Sheriff  for  two  years.  In  the  fall  of  1894  he  was 
elected  Sheriff,  in  which  capacity  he  has  since 
served  with  efQoieucy,  He  is  now  a  resident  of 
Bellaire,  but  retains  his  residence  property  m  Elk 
Rapids. 

December  12,  1879,  Mr.  Chaffee  was  united  in 
marriage  with  Miss  Eva  M.,  daughter  of  Leander 
and  Fannie  (Hoyt)  Bonfosey.  They  are  the  par- 
ents of  two  daughters  and  a  son,  namely:  Elva  M., 
Leo  L.  and  Fannie  F.  Though  not  identified  with 
any  denomination,  Mr.  Chaffee  contributes  to  the 
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support  of  the  Presbyterian  Church,  with  which 
his  wife  is  connected.  Socially  he  is  a  Master 
Mason  and  a  member  of  the  Order  of  Maccabees. 
His  political  belief  brings  him  into  active  co-opera- 
tion with  the  Republican  party,  in  which  he  is  one 
of  the  local  leaders. 


DONALD  A.  McLEOD.  The  life  record  of 
this  gentleman  is  worthy  of  careful  pe- 
rusal, for  it  shows  how  a  poor  Scotch  boy, 
without  capital  or  influential  friends,  solely  by  the 
exercise  of  an  indomitable  will,  untiring  industry 
and  great  perseverance,  has  gained  a  place  among 
the  successful  men  of  Manistee  and  the  esteem  of 
all  the  citizens  of  the  community.  He  was  born 
in  the  Isle  of  Skye,  Scotland,  November  3,  1857, 
being  the  son  of  William  and  Mary  (Mclnnes) 
McLeod,  the  former  of  whom  resides  in  Allegan 
County,  Mich.,  but  the  latter  dipd  in  1888.  The 
father  and  the  only  uncle  of  our  subject  living  in 
the  United  States  served  in  the  late  rebellion,  as 
volunteers  in  the  Nineteenth  Michigan,  and  in 
1864  received  severe  wounds  in  battle. 

At  the  age  of  eighteen  months  our  subject  was 
brought  by  his  parents  to  the  United  States,  and 
his  boyhood  days  were  passed  upon  a  farm  in 
Martin  Township,  Allegan  County,  Mich.,  his  edu- 
cation being  begun  in  the  neighboring  country 
schools.  In  1876  he  entered  the  Union  School  of 
Otsego,  and  was  a  student  there  for  two  years, 
after  which  he  engaged  in  teaching  during  the 
winters  and  in  farming  during  the  summer  sea- 
sons, following  this  dual  occupation  for  five  years. 
Having  a  natural  adaptation  for  civil  engineering, 
he  was  drawn  to  its  study  early  in  life, and  in  1881 
gave  the  practice  of  surveying  considerable  atten- 
tion. 

In  1882  Mr.  McLeod  concluded  to  devote  his 
entire  time  to  civil  engineering.  During  the  sum- 
mer of  that  year  he  was  appointed  Deputy  Sur- 
veyor of  Allegan  County  for  two  years,  to  fill  out 


an  unexpired  term.  Such  were  his  capability  and 
the  energy  with  which  he  applied  himself  to  the 
work,  that  at  the  expiration  of  the  term  he  was 
elected  to  the  same  position  for  two  years,  and  in 
the  fall  of  1886  was  re-elected  to  the  office  by  the 
largest  vote  of  any  one  on  the  ticket.  In  the 
spring  of  1887  he  resigned  and  came  to  Manistee, 
where  he  entered  upon  the  duties  of  City  Engi- 
neer. Previous  to  this,  he  had  spent  the  winter  of 
1886-87  on  the  Chicago  &  West  Michigan  sur- 
vey, and  did  most  of  the  actual  work,  running  the 
line  from  Baldwin  north  to  Sherman. 

The  position  of  City  Engineer  Mr.  McLeod  con- 
tinued to  fill  until  the  spring  of  1893,  having  been 
appointed  each  time  by  the  Mayor,  and  the  ap- 
pointment confirmed  without  a  negative  vote  in 
the  Council.  He  was  a  tireless  official,  energetic, 
thoroughly  efficient  and  capable,  and  his  serv- 
ices as  City  Engineer  were  satisfactory  to  all. 
His  handiwork  is  apparent  in  almost  every  part  of 
the  city.  He  introduced  a  number  of  improve- 
ments, and  materially  advanced  the  interest  of  the 
people  and  the  place.  In  1889  the  Government 
made  him  United  States  Government  Inspector  of 
Manistee  Harbor,  in  addition  to  his  work  as  City 
Engineer,  and  as  such  he  superintended  the  ex- 
tension of  the  Government  Pier.  He  refused  re- 
appointment as  City  Engineer  in  the  spring  of 
1893,  and  engaged  in  Government  contracting. 
He  put  in  the  extension  of  the  breakwater  at  Mil- 
waukee, and  extension  of  piers  in  the  harbors  of 
Racine  and  Sheboygan,  Wis.,  which  contracts 
amounted  to  $120,000.  In  this  work  his  brother, 
William,  was  associated  with  him,  they  giving 
bonds  to  the  amount  of  $42,000.  The  task  was 
by  no  means  an  easy  one,  but  the  results  were  emi- 
nently satisfactory  to  all  parties  concerned.  In  the 
future  Mr.  McLeod  intends  to  give  his  time  and 
attention  exclusively  to  the  contracting  business. 
On  New  Year's  Day  of  1880  Mr.  McLeod  mar- 
ried Miss  Kittie  Monteith,  who  was  born  in  Mar- 
tin, Allegan  County,  and  is  of  Scotch  descent. 
Three  sons  were  born  of  the  union,  namely:  Mill- 
ard Donald;  Malcolm  Henry,  who  was  accident- 
ally drowned  at  the  age  of  two  and  one-haL 
years;  and  Walter  William.  In  politics  Mr.  Mc- 
Leod is   a   Republican,   md   socially   he   is    con- 
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nected  with  Boxtanz  Tent,  K.  O.  T.  M.,  of  Manis- 
tee. He  was  reared  in  the  faith  of  the  United 
Presbyterian  Church,  but  holds  membership  in  the 
Congregational  Church.  Mrs.  McLeod  is  serving 
her  second  term  as  President  of  the  Woman's 
Christian  Temperance  Union  of  Manistee,  and  is 
Recording  Secretary  of  the  county  organization. 
She  is  actively  interested  in  this  important  work, 
and  takCvS  a  deep  interest  in  ever3^thing  pertaining 
to  the  welfare  of  our  country.  In  social  circles 
she  is  popular  and  prominent,  and  in  her  pleasant 
home  at  No.  153  Fourth  Street  she  extends  a  hos- 
pitable welcome  to  all  who  enter  its  portals. 


!©■ 


l^^ 


YJ^  UGENE  M.  BRIGGS,  one  of  the  enterpris- 

r  (^  ing  business  men  of  Scottville,  has  been  a 
resident  of  this  place  for  the  past  eight 
years.  In  April,  1892,  he  opened  a  lumber-yard, 
and  has  since  given  his  attention  to  the  develop- 
ment of  his  trade  in  this  direction,  lie  is  the 
owner  of  a  well  improved  farm  of  about  forty 
acres,  which  is  situated  three-fourths  of  a  mile 
northeast  of  Scottville. 

^  native  of  the  Pimpire  State,  Mr.  Briggs  was 
born  in  Henderson  Township,  Jefferson  County, 
May  iO,  1865.  He  is  one  of  the  four  sons  born  to 
Monroe  James  and  Angeline  (Sprague)  Briggs,  na- 
tives of  Vermont  and  New  York  State,  respective- 
ly. The  parents  of  Monroe  J.  Briggs  were  Lemuel 
and  Hannah  (Daggett)  Briggs.  The  former,  whose 
father's  name  was  also  Lemuel,  was  born  in  West- 
moreland, Cheshire  County,  N.  H.  With  the  ex- 
ception of  twenty-four  years,  which  he  passed  in 
Vermont,  his  entire  life  was  spent  in  his  native 
state.  He  and  his  wife  had  been  schoolmates,  and 
on  their  return  from  Vermont  to  New  Hampshire, 
they  settled  on  the  farm  where  the  grandmother 
was  born,  about  a  mile  from  her  husband's  birth- 
place, and  there  their  remaining  daj^s  were  passed. 
The  grandfather  died  in  July,  1872,  aged  seventy- 
six  yeai^  and  six  months,  and  the  grandmother  in 


February,  1870,  aged  seventy-three  years.  While 
living  in  Vermont  their  son  Monroe  and  daugh- 
ter Arvilla  were  born.  The  grandparents,  who 
spent  their  lives  in  farm  pursuits,  were  people  of 
great  kindness  and  intelligence,  with  a  strong 
sense  of  duty,  which  prevented  them  from  ever  de- 
parting from  an  honorable  or  kindly  course. 

The  paternal  great-grandfather  of  Eugene  Briggs 
was  born,  lived  and  died  on  the  same  farm,  pass- 
ing away  when  he  had  nearly  reached  the  extreme 
old  age  of  one  hundred  and  one  years.  His  father, 
with  a  brother,  Luther,  and  sister,  Polly,  came 
from  England,  and  settled  in  New  Hampshire  when 
that  state  was  nothing  but  a  wilderness.  Great- 
grandmother  Briggs  was  in  her  maiden  days  Polly 
Stephens.  One  of  her  brothers,  Philander,  at  the 
time  of  the  Revolutionary  War  emigrated  to  Can- 
ada, where  he  died,  after  having  become  a  rich 
man.  Mr.  Briggs'  great-grandfather  Daggett  en- 
listed at  the  age  of  sixteen,  on  the  day  of  the  bat- 
tle of  Bunker  Hill,  and  fought  through  the  rest  of 
the  war.  On  receiving  his  discharge  he  was  paid 
off  in  worthless  money.  He  lived  to  the  age  of 
ninety-three,  and  drew  a  pension  from  the  time  of 
his  discharge  from  the  army.  Both  the  paternal 
and  maternal  ancestors  of  our  subject,  the  Briggses 
and  Daggetts,  are  buried  in  the  same  cemetery, 
near  the  old  home  in  New  Hampshire. 

In  the  family  of  Monroe  and  Angeline  Briggs 
were  four  sons  and  one  daughter.  Those  who  sur- 
vive besides  our  subject  are:  Delbert  A.,  a  resident 
of  Henderson,  N.  Y.,  and  the  youngest  son,  Leon, 
also  engaged  in  business  in  that  village.  Monroe 
J.  Briggs  is  still  engaged  in  farming  in  the  Empire 
State,  but  his  wife,  Mrs.  Angeline  Briggs,  died  in 
December,  1878,  when  in  her  fifty-third  year.  She 
was  a  devoted  member  of  the  Methodist  Episcopal 
Church,  and  a  lady  whom  to  know  was  to  love. 
Her  father,  Appleton  Sprague,  was  born  in  New 
York,  and  in  his  earliest  life  was  a  captain  on  the 
Lakes.  His  latter  years  were  passed  in  farming, 
and  he  lived  to  be  nearly  fourscore  years  of  age. 

The  primary  schooling  of  Eugene  M.  Briggs  was 
obtained  in  his  native  county,  and  his  time  was 
divided  between  working  on  his  father's  farm, 
play  and  study  until  his  twenty-second  year. 
When  he  left  home  he  came  to  Michigan  and  ob- 
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tained  a  position  with  the  general  merchants, 
Stearns  &  Mack,  in  Scottville.  As  before  men- 
tioned, he  has  since  been  engaged  in  business  for 
himself,  and  is  rapidly  making  his  way  to  a  posi- 
tion of  prosperity  and  prominence. 

On  the  8th  of  May,  1893,  Mr.  Briggs  was  mar- 
ried to  Miss  Blanche  Fairbanks,  who  was  born  in 
Mason  County.  Her  parents  are  W.  F.  and  An- 
nette (Staunton)  Fairbanks,  residents  of  Mason 
County.  One  child,  a  little  daughter,  has  come  to 
gladden  the  hearts  and  brighten  the  home  of  Mr. 
and  Mrs.  Briggs,  and  they  have  given  her  the  ap- 
propriate name  of  Glee. 

Politically  Mr.  Briggs  is  affiliated  with  the  Re- 
publican party,  and  never  fails  to  discharge  his 
duties  as  a  citizen  by  voting  at  election  times. 
Fraternally  he  is  identified  with  the  Modern 
Woodmen  of  America.  He  is  now  serving  as  Dep- 
uty Sheriff  of  Mason  County. 


HON.  JAMES  DEMPSEY.  No  resident  of 
Northern  Michigan  has  been  more  closely- 
identified  with  its  history  than  the  sub- 
ject of  this  sketch,  who  has  been  an  eye-witness  of 
its  material  growth  and  an  important  factor  in  the 
development  of  its  lumbering  and  commercial  in- 
terests. He  is  one  of  the  pioneers  of  Manistee,  to 
which  place  he  came  August  24,  1854.  During 
the  more  than  forty  years  that  have  since  elapsed, 
he  has  gained  for  himself  the  reputation  of  an  up- 
right man,  a  shrewd  financier,  efficient  public  offi- 
cer and  successful  lumberman. 

The  Manistee  Lumber  Company,  of  which  Mr. 
Dempsey  is  President,  was  organized  in  1882,  the 
other  stockholders  being  Messrs.  Cartier  and  Will- 
iam Wente.  This  is  one  of  the  most  successful 
enterprises  ever  projected  in  the  county.  The 
mill  owned  by  the  company  has  all  the  modern 
improved  machinery,  and  has  a  capacity  of  one 
hundred  thousand  feet  of  lumber  per  day.  The 
firm  also  owns  a  logging  railroad,  fourteen  miles  in 


length,  located  in  Kalkaska  County,  and  has  con- 
siderable property  in  pine  lands  along  the  Manis- 
tee River,  from  which  their  mill  is  supplied  with 
logs.  They  also  have  a  one-third  interest  in  the 
State  Lumber  Company  of  Manistee,  whose  plant 
is  situated  on  Manistee  Lake,  within  the  corporate 
limits  of  the  city. 

The  life  record  of  one  whose  history  is  so  closely 
interwoven  with  that  of  the  community  will  be  of 
interest  to  our  readers.  Mr.  Dempsey  was  born 
near  the  town  of  Roscommon,  County  Roscommon, 
Ireland,  April  10,  1832.  His  father,  Lawrence,  a 
farmer  by  occupation,  brought  his  family  to  Amer- 
ica in  1847,  and  settled  in  Luzerne  County,  Pa., 
near  the  present  site  of  the  city  of  Scran  ton. 
There  his  death  occurred  in  1857,  at  the  age  of 
fifty-nine  years.  His  first  wife,  the  mother  of  our 
subject,  bore  the  maiden  name  of  Mary  Ward. 
Four  children  were  born  of  this  union,  of  whom 
James  was  the  second  son,  his  two  sisters  being 
younger. 

After  accompanying  his  parents  to  this  country, 
Mr.  Dempsey  went  to  live  with  an  uncle  at  what 
was  then  known  as  Hyde  Park  (now  a  part  of 
Scranton).  Two  years  were  spent  in  his  uncle's 
home,  and  the  four  ensuing  years  in  the  home  of 
Judge  Nathaniel  B.  Eldred,  in  Bethany,  Wayne 
County,  Pa.  From  there  he  came  to  Manistee  in 
1854,  reaching  this  place  on  the  24th  of  August. 
The  following  winter  he  went  into  the  woods  and 
began  logging  for  Canfield  Bros.  The  winter  of 
1855-56  was  also  spent  in  their  employ,  as  fore- 
man of  one  of  their  lumber  camps.  The  succeeding 
eight  winters  were  similarly  spent,  the  summer  sea- 
sons being  devoted  to  the  task  of  delivering  logs  to 
the  mill  of  Canfield  Bros. 

In  1869  Mr.  Dempsey  formed  a  partnership  with 
A.  E.  Cartier,  now  of  Ludington,  and  engaged  in 
assorting  and  driving  logs  on  the  Manistee  River, 
Meanwhile,  from  1869  until  1871,  he  was  in  charge 
of  one  of  the  Canfield  lumber  camps  during  the 
winter.  In  1873,  associated  with  Mr.  Cartier,  he 
purchased  what  was  known  as  the  Green  &  Milmo 
mill  property,  situated  at  the  north  end  of  Manis- 
tee Lake,  and  there  engaged  in  the  manufacture  of 
lumber.  In  1882  a  joint  company  was  organized, 
under  the  firm  name  of  the  Manistee  Lumber  Com-. 
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pany,  of  which,  as  above  stated,  Mr.  Dempsey  is 
President. 

In  partnership  with  the  late  John  Brown,  of 
Big  Rapids,  Mr.  Dempsey,  in  1880,  commenced  the 
erection  of  a  mill  on  the  east  shore  of  Manistee 
Lake.  Mr.  Brown  died  before  the  completion  of 
the  building,  and  his  interest  was  purchased  by 
Mr.  Dempsey,  together  with  E.  B.  Simpson,  of  Mil- 
waukee. The  mill  was  conducted  under  the  firm 
name  of  Dempsey,  Simpson  &  Co.  until  1887,  when 
it  was  destro3^ed  by  fire,  and  was  not  rebuilt. 

The  property  interests  of  Mr.  Dempsey  include 
the  ownership  of  about  ten  thousand  acres  of  pine 
lands  situated  on  Pearl  River,  in  Hancock  County, 
Miss.  In  1880  he  started  the  Dempsey  Tug  Line, 
of  which  he  was  the  proprietor  until  the  property 
was  sold,  in  1887.  In  addition  to  his  large  and 
important  business  interests,  he  has  been  closely 
connected  with  local  affairs,  and  is  numbered 
among  the  most  progressive  citizens  of  his  com- 
munit}'.  In  1857  he  was  appointed  Postmaster  at 
Manistee,  being  the  second  Postmaster  of  the  place, 
in  which  capacity  he  served  until  the  close  of 
Buchanan's  administration.  At  that  time  there 
was  only  one  weekly  mail,  and  the  office  was  kept 
wherever  the  Postmaster  happened  to  be.  In  1886 
he  again  received  the  appointment  of  Postmaster. 
During  the  thirty-  years  that  had  passed  since  he 
first  held  the  position,  many  changes  had  been 
made  in  the  conduct  of  the  office.  The  introduc- 
tion of  railwaj^s  had  facilitated  the  transportation 
of  mail  matter,  and  the  duties  of  the  place  were 
much  more  onerous. 

The  fellow-citizens  of  Mr.  Dempsey,  appreciat- 
ing his  splendid  executive  ability  and  versatile 
talents,  elected  him  to  the  highest  office  within 
their  gift,  that  of  Mayor.  He  served  for  one  term, 
during  which  time  many  needed  reforms  in  the 
municipality  were  projected,  ard  the  prosperity  of 
the  place  greatly  enhanced.  Though  urged  to  ac- 
cept the  position  for  a  second  term,  he  preferred 
to  concentrate  his  attention  upon  his  business  in- 
terests, and  declined  the  honor.  His  ambition  has 
been  not  in  the  direction  of  political  preferment, 
but  in  the  line  of  business,  and  the  prosperity  that 
has  come  to  him  is  truly  merited. 

June  30,  1861,  Mr.  Dempsey  was  united  in  mar- 


riage with  Miss  Mary,  daughter  of  Michael  Mullen, 
of  Racine  County,  Wis.  They  are  the  parents  of 
eleven  children,  namely:  Thomas  L.,  who  w^as  born 
April  29,  1862;  Mary  Helen,  August  21,  1863; 
Emily  Margaret,  May  30,  1865;  James  Ward, Feb- 
ruary 14,  1867;  Henrietta,  August  20,  1868;  Ce- 
cilie  Rose,  May  1,  1870;  Estella  Josephine,  July 
17,  1872;  Louis  C,  May  28,  1874;  John  Joseph, 
March  2,  1876;  Frank  Michael,  July  14,  1878; 
and  Neale,  August  10,  1880.  Walter  M.,  who  was 
born  December  7,  1883,  died  September  20,  1886. 
The  eldest  daughter,  Mary  H.,  was  married  Octo- 
ber 24,  1888,  to  John  M.  Clancy,  of  Racine,  Wis. 
In  religious  connections  Mr.  Dempsey  and  his 
family  are  identified  with  the  Roman  Catholic 
Church.  Politically  he  is  a  Democrat.  When  he 
came  to  Manistee,  lumbering  was  almost  the  only 
industry  of  the  people,  yet  their  knowledge  of  the 
business  was  of  the  slightest;  but  though  inexperi- 
enced, they  were  resolute,  determined  and  perse- 
vering, and  to  most  of  them  a  measure  of  success 
was  granted.  Few,  however,  were  as  successful  as 
Mr.  Dempsey.  So  thoroughly  has  he  acquainted 
himself  with  the  lumber  business  in  all  its  details, 
that  he  has  no  superior  as  a  judge  of  the  intrinsic 
value  of  standing  timber.  It  may  be  said  of  him 
with  truth  that  while  many  owe  their  prosperity 
to  his  timely  suggestions  and  aid,  he  is  indebted 
for  his  success  not  to  any  extraneous  assistance 
nor  to  '4uck,''  but  to  the  possession  and  the  exer- 
cise of  energy,  perseverance,  industr}'  and  honesty. 
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HENRY  A.  GOODALE,  M.  D.,  has  been  en- 
gaged in  the  practice  of  his  profession  in 
Iosco  County  for  a  longer  period  than 
has  any  other  physician  within  its  limits.  It  was 
in  1869  that  he  first  came  here,  and  since  1872  he 
has  been  steadily  engaged  in  practice,  having  dur- 
ing the  intervening  years  gained  a  reputation  as  a 
skillful  and  reliable  practitioner.  For  the  success- 
ful discharge  of  professional  duties  he  is  well  qual- 
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ified  by  thorough  training,  being  a  graduate  of 
Cleveland  Medical  College.  His  experience  m  the 
treatment  of  every  form  of  disease  enables  him  to 
make  an  accurate  diagnosis  of  even  the  most  in- 
tricate case,  and  to  introduce  the  remedial  agencies 
that  will  most  quickly  bring  back  the  system  to  its 
normal  condition. 

Dr.  Goodale  was  born  in  Berkshire,  N.  Y,,  Octo- 
ber 3,  1823,  and  is  the  son  of  Chester  and  Sarah 
(Johnson)  Goodale.  His  paternal  grandfather, 
Isaac,  was  born  in  Vermont,  and  was  throughout 
life  an  agriculturist,  which  occupation  he  followed 
in  the  Green  Mountain  State.  At  the  outbreak  of 
the  Revolutionary  War  he  enlisted  in  defense  of 
the  Colonies,  and  served  with  valor  throughout 
almost  the  entire  period  of  the  conflict.  He  had  a 
large  family. 

The  father  of  our  subject,  who  was  a  millwright 
by  trade,  served  in  the  War  of  1812.  In  the  fall 
of  1842  he  came  to  Michigan  and  made  his  home 
in  Genesee,  where  he  and  his  wife  remained  until 
death.  Their  family  consisted  of  seven  children, 
namely:  Francis  B.,  a  manufacturer  of  boots  and  a 
resident  of  Emporia,  Kan.;  Bradford,  a  cabinet- 
maker, whose  home  is  in  Richford,  N.  Y.;  Henry 
A.;  Sophronia,  who  has  been  twice  married,  and 
now  lives  in  Lapeer  County;  Samantha,  wife  of 
Isaiah  Kitchen,  and  a  resident  of  Marion  County, 
Ore.;  Sarah,  who  died  in  girlhood;  and  George, 
who  was  accidentally  shot  at  Genesee,  Mich. 

The  literary  education  of  Dr.  Goodale  was  re- 
ceived in  a  college  in  Berkshire,  N.  Y.  In  the 
spring  of  1842  he  came  to  Michigan,  and  made 
a  brief  sojourn  in  Howell.  During  the  summer  of 
the  same  year  he  visited  his  uncles,  several  of 
whom  lived  in  the  state.  Before  leaving  New 
York  he  had  assisted  his  father  at  the  trade  of  a 
millwright,  and  had  also  engaged  to  some  extent 
in  farming.  After  coming  to  this  state  he  worked 
as  a  farm  laborer  until  attaining  his  majority,  and 
then  traveled  in  the  West  for  a  time. 

Under  the  preceptorship  of  Dr.  M.  I.  Terrell,  of 
Lapeer,  Mich.,  our  subject  commenced  the  study  of 
medicine,  and  afterward  he  took  a  course  of  lectures 
in  Cleveland,  Ohio,  returning  thence  to  Lapeer, 
and  from  there  going  to  Flint,  where  he  formed 
a  partnership    with  Dr.  Lammon,    but    remained 


only  a  short  time.  Removing  then  to  Genesee,  he 
settled  upon  a  farm,  to  the  management  of  which 
he  gave  some  attention,  but  meantime  continued  to 
practice  his  profession.  In  1863  Governor  Blair 
commissioned  him  Assistant  Surgeon  of  the  Twen- 
ty-first Michigan  Infantrj^,  which  he  joined  at 
Murfreesboro,  Tenn.,  and  with  which  he  remained 
until  the  battle  of  Chickamauga.  During  that  en- 
gagement he  was  captured  by  the  Confederate 
troops,  and  for  three  months  he  was  confined  in 
Libby  Prison.  Upon  being  released  he  rejoined 
his  regiment  at  Chattanooga,  and  accompanied 
them  on  the  memorable  march  to  the  sea.  At 
Goldsboro,  N.  C,  they  joined  General  Schofield's 
army,  and  went  to  Raleigh,  for  the  purpose  of 
flanking  General  Johnston,  but  while  there  received 
the  news  of  the  surrender  of  Lee's  army.  Dr. 
Goodale  was  commissioned  Surgeon  of  the  veter- 
an Eleventh  Michigan  Infantry,  his  commission 
being  signed  by  Governor  Crapo,  of  Michigan. 
He  was  ordered  to  report  at  Knoxville,  Tenn.,  and 
there  and  at  Cleveland  he  had  his  headquarters 
until  he  was  mustered  out  of  the  service,  in  Sep- 
tember, 1865. 

On  his  return  to  Michigan  Dr.  Goodale  spent  a 
short  time  in  Genesee,  and  in  the  fall  of  1866  re- 
moved to  Bay  City,  where  he  opened  a  drug  store, 
and  also  commenced  the  practice  of  medicine.  In 
1869  he  embarked  in  the  drug  business  in  East 
Tawas  (this  being  a  branch  of  his  Ba}^  City  store) 
for  about  a  year.  In  1870,  however,  he  transferred 
his  interests  to  this  point,  where  he  has  since  re- 
sided. In  addition  to  his  drug  business  here,  he 
is  the  owner  of  a  comfortable  home  and  of  a  well 
improved  farm,  the  latter  being  situated  six  miles 
from  East  Tawas. 

The  first  marriage  of  Dr.  Goodale  united  him 
with  Miss  Mary  Buell,  a  native  of  Batavia,  N.  Y., 
who  died  in  Genesee,  Mich.,  leaving  one  child. 
This  son,  who  is  named  Henry  B.,  now  has  charge 
of  the  water  works  at  East  Tawas.  The  second 
marriage  of  the  Doctor  united  him  with  Miss 
Mary  A.  Davis,  a  native  of  Vermont.  They  had 
two  children,  but  both  are  deceased.  In  politics 
the  Doctor  is  a  Republican,  and  upon  the  ticket  of 
his  party  he  has  been  elected  to  a  number  of  local 
positions,  all  of  which  he  has  filled  satisfactorily 
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and  with  credit  to  himself.  For  many  years  he 
served  as  United  States  Pension  Examiner.  Fra- 
ternally he  is  connected  with  the  Knights  of  Pyth- 
ias. He  is  a  man  of  genial,  companionable  na- 
ture, one  who  easily  wins  and  retains  friends,  and 
who  by  his  upright  life  and  long  and  intimate 
connection  with  the  progress  of  this  place  has 
won  the  confidence  of  all  with  whom  he  has  had 
professional  or  social  relations. 


-=3. 


I^+^I 


"S) 


r  AWRENCE  W.  CRANE  is  President  of  the 
I  C%  Crane  Lumber  Company  of  South  Frank- 
fort, and  is  an  enterprising  business  man. 
On  political  matters  he  is  quite  independent,  but 
inclines  toward  Democracy.  Though  he  was  pre- 
vailed upon  to  serve  for  two  terms  as  Township 
Treasurer  and  was  elected  Village  President,  he 
was  not  induced  to  accept  the  latter  honor,  as  his 
financial  affairs  required  his  undivided  attention, 
and  he  has  never  desired  to  serve  in  a  public  pobi- 
tion.  He  now  finds  himself  well  off  in  this  world's 
goods,  and  this  as  the  result  of  his  own  persever- 
ance and  industry,  as  he  is  truly  the  architect  of 
his  own  fortune. 

Martin  Crane,  father  of  Lawrence,  was  born  in 
Ireland,  as  was  also  his  wife,  Anastasia  Crane,  nee 
Lee.  About  1849  the  couple  left  the  Emerald 
Isle,  and  on  reaching  the  United  States  settled  in 
Jefferson  County,  N.  Y.  They  lived  there  but  a 
short  time,  thence  removing  to  Rome  Swamp,  where 
they  improved  a  farm.  In  their  family  were  six 
children,  three  sons  and  three  daughters.  Law- 
rence W.  Crane  was  born  in  Couut3^  Wexford,  I  re- 
land,  in  1837,  and  was  consequently  a  lad  of 
twelve  years  when  he  crossed  the  Atlantic.  A 
year  later  he  left  home  and  went  to  Chicago, 
where  he  entered  a  drug  store  as  an  apprentice, 
and  was  thus  employed  for  about  eighteen  months. 

The  year  1851  witnessed  the  arrival  of  Mr.  Crane 
in  Michigan.  For  a  year  and  a- half  he  was  en- 
gaged m  a  lumbering-mill  as  tail  sawyer  on  an  up- 


right, at  a  place  called  Heron  Creek,  five  miles 
south  of  South  Frankfort,  Benzie  County.  Next, 
going  to  Muskegon,  he  marked  lumber  for  a  year 
and  a-half  for  John  Rudman.  His  next  employ- 
ment was  as  head  sawyer  in  an  Allegan  County 
mill,  and  the  next  spring  he  took  charge  of  a  mill 
at  Saginaw  owned  by  Fisher  <fe  Lee.  We  next 
find  him  in  Pillsbury's  mill  at  Muskegon,  acting  as 
engineer,  after  which  he  had  charge  of  Trisen  <fe 
Robinson's  gangmill  at  Manistee. 

Mr.  Crane  oame  to  Frankfort  in  the  interest  of 
George  Frost,  who  at  one  time  owned  all  this  sec- 
tion of  the  country.  Our  subject  soon  embarked 
in  business  for  himself  as  a  lumber-dealer,  and  has 
devoted  his  energies  to  the  same  for  about  twenty- 
four  years.  The  Crane  Lumber  Company  has 
owned  a  number  of  mills,  but  at  present  has  only 
one,  that  being  at  South  Frankfort.  The  firm  has 
a  capital  stock  of  $75,000  paid  in,  and  does  a  large 
and  rapidly  increasing  business. 

Ten  children,  five  sons  and  five  daughters, 
were  born  of  the  marriage  of  Lawrence  Crane  and 
Miss  Nettie  Roleson.  Martin,  who  married  a  Miss 
Blaeklock,  has  a  family  of  two  children.  He  is 
an  enterprising  young  man,  and  is  now  Treas- 
urer of  the  Crane  Lumber  Company.  Anastasia 
married  Peter  Brower,  of  Grand  Rapids,  and  has 
two  children. 


FRED  F.  THATCHER,  M.  D.,  who  has  prac- 
ticed medicine  in  Northern  Michigan  since 
1884,  opened  an  oflfice  at  East  Tawas  in 
November,  1894,  and  has  since  been  a  resident  of 
this  place.  Though  he  has  been  here  for  a  com- 
paratively short  period  only,  he  has  already  estab- 
lished a  reputation  as  a  painstaking  and  skillful 
physician,  one  who  maintains  the  deepest  interest 
in  the  welfare  of  his  patients  and  everything  per- 
taining to  his  profession. 

The  birth  of  Dr.  Thatcher  occurred  in  Tompkins 
County,  N.  Y.,  July  12,  1858,  his  parents  being 
Joseph  and  Elizabeth  (Stevens)  Thatcher,  natives, 
respectively,  of  New  Jersey  and  New  York.     His 
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grandfather,  who  was  of  English  parentage,  was 
born  in  New  Jersey,  whence  after  his  marriage  he 
moved  to  Tompkins  County,  N.  Y.,  settling  upon  a 
farm.  Agriculture  was  his  life  occupation,  and  he 
remained  upon  the  old  homestead  until  his  death, 
when  more  than  eighty  years  of  age.  His  family 
consisted  of  four  sons  and  three  daughters,  the 
fourth  of  the  number  being  Joseph,  our  subject's 
father.  He  was  reared  upon  the  home  place,  and 
upon  reaching  mature  years  selected  the  calling  of 
a  farmer,  which  occupation  he  has  since  followed. 
Through  industry  and  economy  he  has  gained  a 
competence,  and  is  one  of  the  well-to-do  agricultur- 
ists of  his  locality.  He  and  his  wife  still  make  their 
home  in  Tompkins  County,  where  they  own  a  farm 
adjoining  the  little  village  of  Danby.  In  religious 
belief  they  are  Methodists,  and  the  father  has  for 
many  years  been  a  Class-leader  in  the  congregation 
to  which  he  belongs.  In  politics  he  is  a  Democrat, 
and  upon  the  ticket  of  that  party  has  been  elected 
to  fill  various  local  offices,  which  he  has  always  filled 
with  credit  to  himself  and  to  the  satisfaction  of  his 
fellow-citizens. 

The  parental  family  consisted  of  four  children, 
namely:  Ralph,  who  is  engaged  in  the  mercantile 
business  at  Mecklenburg,  N.  Y.;  Fred  F.;  Ella,  Mrs. 
DeWitt  Gillon,  who  died  in  1893,  leaving  one  son; 
and  Haines,  a  physician  residing  in  "West  Danby, 
N.  Y.  The  boyhood  years  of  our  subject  were 
passed  on  the  home  farm,  with  the  work  of  which 
he  became  familiar,  though  the  occupation  was  not 
congenial  enough  to  induce  him  to  follow  it  as  his 
life  calling.  At  the  age  of  seventeen  he  commenced 
the  study  of  medicine,  and  later  spent  three  years 
in  a  dental  office,  where  he  gained  a  practical  knowl- 
edge of  that  profession.  He  began  the  practice 
of  dentistry  in  New  York,  and  continued  thus  en- 
gaged in  that  state  until  November,  1880,  the  date 
of  his  removal  to  Michigan,  where  he  was  for  a 
time  similarly  occupied. 

Turning  his  attention  from  the  dental  to  the 
medical  profession,  our  subject  entered  the  Hahne- 
mann Medical  College  of  Chicago,  where  he  con- 
ducted his  studies  until  his  graduation  in  1884. 
Immediately  afterward  he  opened  an  oflftce  at  Gray- 
ling, Mich.,  where  he  remained  until  his  removal 
to  East  Tawas.     His  marriage,  which  took  place  in 


May,  1879,  united  him  with  Miss  Lena  Spaulding, 
who  was  born  in  Pennsylvania.  They  are  the  par- 
ents of  one  child,  a  daughter  named  Eula. 

The  political  affiliations  of  Dr.  Thatcher  are  with 
the  Democratic  party,  the  principles  of  which  he 
upholds  by  his  ballot  and  support.  For  some  time, 
while  a  resident  of  Grayling,  he  filled  the  offices  of 
Supervisor  and  School  Inspector.  Socially  he  is 
connected  with  the  Knights  of  the  Maccabees,  and  is 
also  a  Royal  Arch  Mason,  being  at  the  present  time 
Past  Master  of  Grayling  Lodge  No  356,  A.  F.  & 
A.  M.  The  success  which  he  has  met  with  in  his 
profession  is  most  encouraging,  and  proves  that  he 
possesses  a  large  amount  of  determination,  will- 
power and  industry,  these  qualities,  in  fact,  having 
been  important  factors  in  his  prosperity. 


HORACE  W.  HAMMOND,  M.  D.  The  pro- 
fessions are  well  represented  in  Northern 
Michigan  by  men  of  mental  culture  and 
practical  knowledge  in  their  various  departments 
of  labor.  One  of  those  who  have  high  standing, 
both  professionally  and  socially,  is  Dr.  Hammond, 
who  has  established  a  fine  practice  in  Luther  since 
locating  here  in  the  fall  of  1881.  His  professional 
skill  is  recognized  by  all  who  are  familiar  with  his 
work,  and  is  bringing  him  a  fair  share  of  the  pat- 
ronage of  the  people,  while  bidding  fair  to  secure 
him  fortune  in  the  years  to  come. 

A  life-long  resident  of  this  state,  the  Doctor  was 
born  in  St.  Clair  County,  October  9,  1849.  The 
original  representative  of  the  family  in  Michigan 
was  his  grandfather,  William  Hammond,  a  farmer 
by  occupation,  who  settled  in  China  Township^  St. 
Clair  Count3%  and  there  died  at  an  advanced  age. 
He  was  the  father  of  five  children:  Hen r}',  Rebecca, 
Thankful,  Horace  W.  and  one  that  died  in  infancy. 
The  maternal  grandparents  of  our  subject  were 
William  and  Rebecca  (Allen)  Fenton,  natives  of 
New  York,  who  removed  thence  to  Michigan  and 
settled  in  Casco  Township,  St,  Clair  County,  mak- 
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ing  their  home  upon  a  farm  until  they  died,  when 
advanced  in  j^ears. 

The  parents  of  our  subject,  Horace  W.  and 
Phoebe  (Fenton)  Hammond,  were  born  in  New 
York  State,  near  Lake  George,  but  spent  their  lives 
principally  in  Michigan.  The  father,  whose  occu- 
pation was  that  of  a  farmer,  died  in  1850,  his  death 
being  the  result  of  cholera,  contracted  from  cloth- 
ing found  in  a  boat  and  carried  home  by  him. 
His  widow  was  after  ward  married  to  John  Nephuth, 
by  whom  she  had  one  child,  Mrs.  Julia  Hammond, 
of  New  York  State.  The  wife  and  mother  died  of 
typhoid  fever,  in  1853. 

The  subject  of  this  sketch  was  one  of  four  chil- 
dren, of  whom  the  eldest,  Cyphrus,  died  in  boy- 
hood. Amelia  became  the  wife  of  Frank  Huckins, 
of  Maple  Valley  Township,  Montcalm  County; 
and  Cordelia,  her  twin  sister,  married  George  W. 
Thompson,  but  is  now  deceased.  Horace  W.  is 
the  youngest  of  the  family.  After  the  death  of 
his  parents  he  was  taken  into  the  home  of  his  ma- 
ternal grandparents,  where  he  remained  until  eleven 
years  of  age.  Afterward  he  worked  as  a  farm  hand 
in  the  summer,  and  attended  school  during  the 
winter  months,  so  continuing  until  1876.  Mean- 
time he  also  engaged  in  lumbering,  and  was  em- 
ployed as  foreman  on  the  river. 

In  the  village  of  Smyrna,  Ionia  County,  under 
the  preceptorship  of  Dr.  C.  W.  Dolly,  our  subject 
began  the  study  of  medicine.  After  having  gained 
a  rudimentary  knowledge  of  the  profession  under 
the  guidance  of  his  instructor,  he  entered  the  med- 
ical department  of  the  University  of  Michigan,  at 
Ann  Arbor,  and  continued  his  studies  in  that  in- 
stitution until  his  graduation  with  the  Class  of  '76. 
He  then  opened  an  office  at  Maple  Valley,  and  es- 
tablished a  good  practice  in  the  lumber  district 
adjoining.  Wishing  to  perfect  himself  in  theory, 
he  took  a  post-graduate  course  at  Ann  Arbor,  in 
the  winter  of  1878-79,  after  which  he  continued 
in  practice  at  Maple  Valley  until  failing  health 
forced  him  to  discontinue  his  labors  temporarily. 

At  the  time  of  his  settlement  in  Luther,  this 
now  prosperous  village  was  in  its  infancy,  and  be- 
fore building  his  store  Dr.  Hammond  was  obliged 
to  clear  the  land  of  stumps  and  trees.  Surround- 
ing the  place  on  every  hand  were  dense  forests. 


Although  the  environments  were  apparently  un- 
favorable, the  keen  eye  of  the  business  man  dis- 
covered in  this  embryo  town  the  germ  of  vigorous 
growth  and  subsequent  prosperity.  That  his  judg- 
ment was  wise,  no  one  will  deny,  for  Luther,  as 
well  as  the  other  towns  of  Lake  County,  has  en- 
joyed a  steady  growth. 

In  addition  to  his  general  practice,  the  Doctor 
for  a  time  conducted  a  drug  business,  and  is  now 
a  member  of  the  Board  of  Pension  Examiners.  In 
politics  he  is  a  Democrat,  and  at  present  belongs 
to  the  Democratic  State  Central  Committee.  For 
nine  years  he  has  served  as  a  Director  of  the  School 
Board,  and  has  also  been  President  of  the  village 
since  its  incorporation.  In  local  politics  he  has 
taken  a  commendable  interest,  but  has  never 
sought  public  office,  the  positions  to  which  he  has 
been  called  being  bestowed  upon  him  unsought. 

Socially  the  Doctor  is  a  member  of  Luther 
Lodge  No.  370,  A.  F.  <k  A.  M.,  of  which  he  has 
been  Worshipful  Master  for  ten  years.  He  is  also 
a  member  of  Reed  City  Chapter  No.  112,  R.  A.  M.; 
Reed  City  Council,  R.  &  S.  M.;  Pilgrim  Command- 
ery  No.  23,  K.  T.;  the  Consistory  at  Grand  Rapids, 
and  the  Grand  Rapids  Temple  of  the  Mystic  Shrine. 
In  addition,  he  is  connected  with  both  the  subor- 
dinate and  encampment  lodges  of  the  Independent 
Order  of  Odd  Fellows,  and  is  identified  with  the 
Knights  of  Pythias.  In  1880  he  married  Miss 
Minnie  D.  Downer,  who  was  born  in  Ann  Arbor, 
Mich.  Three  children  bless  their  home,  Mabel  C, 
Hazel  B.  and  Frances. 


^-^=m>-^¥r<i 


TEPHEN  A.  SCOTT,  Roadmaster  of  the 
Manistee  &  Northeastern  Railroad,  and  a 
resident  of  Manistee,  was  born  in  Listowell, 
Ontario,  Canada,  March  1,  1864.  At  the  age  of 
eight  years  he  came  to  Michigan,  and  for  a  time 
his  home  was  in  Ionia.  In  1875  he  accompanied 
the  family  to  Howard  City,  where  he  remained 
until  1882.  In  boyhood  he  learned  the  trade  of  a 
cooper,  and  at  the  age  of  thirteen  entered  the  rail- 
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road  business,  his  first  position  being  that  of  a  sec- 
tion hand,  in  which  capacity  he  was  employed  for 
twenty-eight  months. 

Later  Mr.  Scott  was  given  charge  of  a  section 
on  the  Detroit,  Lansing  &  Northern  Railroad,  be- 
coming section  foreman  when  only  sixteen  years 
of  age  and  having  several- men  under  him.  After 
two  years  he  ran  a  construction  crew  for  a  com- 
pany on  a  new  road,  working  in  that  connection 
for  a  few  months.  From  1883  until  1886  he  was 
similarly  occupied  on  the  Detroit,  Bay  City  &  Al- 
pena Railroad.  In  1886  he  accepted  a  position 
with  the  Grand  Rapids  <t  Indiana  Railroad  as  sec- 
tion foreman,  remaining  with  the  company  for 
two  years.  While  with  them  he  was  awarded  a 
premium  for  the  best  improvements  of  any  sec- 
tion on  the  road. 

In  1891  Mr.  Scott  entered  the  employ  of  the 
Manistee  &  Northeastern  Railroad,  having  charge  of 
the  Bear  Creek  section  for  two  weeks.  Later  he 
ran  a  construction  crew  of  about  fifty  men,  re- 
maining in  charge  from  May,  1891,  until  Januar}^? 
1892,  when  he  was  offered  the  position  of  Road- 
master,  and  at  once  entered  upon  its  duties.  Act- 
ing in  this  capacity,  he  finished  the  construction 
of  the  line  to  Traverse  City.  His  department  now 
employs  about  thirty  men.  He  is  constantly  on 
the  line,  and  is  held  closely  responsible  for  the 
roadbed. 

At  Big  Rapids,  in  February,  1889,  Mr.  Scott  was 
united  in  marriage  with  Miss  Eliza  Collins,  of  that 
city.  •  They  are  the  parents  of  two  children,  James 
Patrick  and  Mary  Elizabeth.  In  religious  belief 
they  are  members  of  the  Guardian  Angels'  Catholic 
Church. 


:^#G: 


FRANK  HAMILTON,  President  of  the  Ham- 
ilton Clothing  Company,  and  one  of  the 
leading  business  men  of  Traverse  City,  has 
been  a  resident  of  this  place  since  1868.  During 
the  years  that  have  since  elapsed  he  has  assisted  in 
the  development  of  the  commercial  resources  of 
the  village,  and  has  also  achieved  noteworthy  suc- 


cess for  himself.  In  December,  1894,  he  merged 
his  mercantile  interests  into  a  corporation  known 
as  the  Hamilton  Clothing  Company. 

Until  fourteen  years  old  our  subject  was  a  stu- 
dent in  the  country  schools.  He  then  spent  two 
years  at  Alfred,  the  county  seat  of  York  Count}^ 
Me.  From  that  place  he  went  to  Saco,  Me.,  and 
entered  the  dry -goods  store  of  his  uncle.  Subse- 
quently he  was  interested  in  a  dry-goods  store  at 
Biddeford,  where  he  was  salesman  for  three  years. 
In  this  way  he  obtained  a  knowledge  of  the  busi- 
ness in  all  its  details,  paving  the  way  for  the  suc- 
cessful management  of  the  establishment  he  now 
practically  owns. 

Mr.  Hamilton  came  to  Traverse  City  without 
capital,  being  obliged  to  borrow  the  money  with 
which  to  make  the  trip.  On  his  arrival  he  entered 
the  dry-goods  and  clothing  department  of  the  mer- 
cantile establishment  of  Hannah,  Lay  &  Co.  After 
two  years  he  went  into  the  office  of  that  com- 
pany, spending  three  years  there. 

The  firm  of  Hamilton,  Milliken  &  Co.  was  organ- 
ized in  August,  1873,  the  ''Co."  being  Hannah, 
Lay  &  Co.  The  new  firm  secured  a  stock  of  cloth- 
ing and  dry  goods,  and  were  conducting  a  satis- 
factory trade  in  merchandise  and  merchant  tailor- 
ing when  the  panic  of  1873  dealt  them  a  hard 
blow,  consequent  upon  a  shrinkage  in  values  and 
a  loss  of  general  business  confidence.  However, 
by  persistent  endeavor  and  determination,  they 
rallied,  and  soon  were  in  a  prosperous  condition 
again.  In  1880  Messrs.  Hamilton  and  Milliken 
bought  out  the  other  partners,  and  continued  the 
business  under  the  firm  name  of  Hamilton  &  Milli- 
ken. This  connection  continued  agreeably  and 
profitably  until  the  business  grew  to  large  propor- 
tions, and  in  February,  1892,  the  firm  dissolved,  * 
Mr.  Milliken  taking  the  dry-goods,  carpet  and 
cloak  lines,  and  Mr.  Hamilton  the  clothing,  hats 
and  caps. 

In  1889  the  firm  purchased  a  lot  on  the  corner 
of  Front  and  Cass  Streets,  and  erected  a  handsome 
two-story  and  basement  brick  building,  which  the 
owners  jointly  occupy.  As  a  business  man,  Mr. 
Hamilton  is  keen,  shrewd  and  progressive,  and  his 
success  has  been  secured  by  his  own  endeavors  and 
a  strict  attention  to  business.     He  was  the   first 
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President  of  the  Traverse  City  Business  Men's  As- 
sociation, and  in  other  ways  has  promoted  the  fi- 
nancial and  commercial  development  of  the  place. 
At  present  lie  is  serving  as  a  Director  in  the  First 
National  Bank,  and  is  also  Treasurer  of  the  North- 
ern Michigan  Insane  Asylum.  In  educational 
matters  he  is  interested,  and  has  promoted  the 
standard  of  the  schools  here  -while  serving  as  a 
member  of  the  School  Board. 

In  religious  belief  Mr.  Hamilton  and  his  wife 
(before  her  marriage  Eva  Rosman)  are  identified 
with  the  Congregational  Church.  Politically  he  is 
a  Republican. 


WILLIAM  T.  BRAIN.  This  well  known 
business  man  of  Manistee  was  born  in 
Birmingham,  England,  on  the  2 1st  of 
October,  1840.  In  1853  he  crossed  the  ocean  to 
New  York,  and  in  the  fall  of  that  year  arrived  in 
Jonesville,  Hillsdale  County,  Mich.,  where  he  re- 
mained for  a  number  of  years.  He  is  a  son  of 
Richard  and  Mary  E.  (Nelson)  Brain,  the  former 
of  whom  is  a  builder  and  contractor  by  trade,  and 
is  now  living  in  Allegan,  at  eighty  years  of  age. 

June  19,  1861,  Mr.  Brain  enlisted  in  Company 
C,  Seventh  Michigan  Infantry,  under  Capt.  Henry 
Baxter.  The  engagements  in  which  he  partici- 
pated were  principally  in  the  East,  and  among 
them  were  the  battle  of  Edward's  Ferry,  in  1861; 
that  of  Ball's  Bluff,  where  Colonel  Baker  was 
killed;  Winchester,  Malvern  Hill,  the  second  bat- 
tle of  Bull  Run,  South  Mountain,  and  many  other 
memorable  engagements.  At  Antietam,  Septem- 
ber 17,  1862,  he  was  wounded  by  a  gunshot  in 
the  left  foot,  while  charging  a  battery  of  the  en- 
emy. His  Captain  was  wounded  at  the  same  time, 
and  the  company  lost  heavily.  He  was  serving  as 
Orderly,  and  took  in  thirty-seven  able  men,  but 
only  four  privates  left  the  field.  Even  later,  when 
the  slightly  wounded  rejoined  the  company,  there 
were  but  ten  men  in  all. 

After  receiving  the  wound,  Mr.  Brain  was  car- 
ried away  from  the  battlefield,  and  was  taken  to 


a  barn  that  had  been  temporarily  converted  into 
a  hospital.-  For  six  weeks  he  was  in  a  hospital  in 
Washington,  whence  he  was  sent  home  on  a  sixty- 
days  furlough.  Though  offered  a  full  discharge, 
he  refused,  but  two  months  later  he  was  discharged 
at  Detroit  and  prohibited  from  re-enlisting  on  ac- 
count of  his  wounds.  The  bones  of  his  foot  were 
shattered  to  such  an  extent  that  he  has  never  fully 
regained  the  use  of  it,  and  in  partial  compensation 
for  his  injuries  he  was  granted  a  pension  by  the 
Government. 

While  standing  in  line  of  battle  on  the  last  day 
of  the  memorable  seven-days  conflict,  the  sun 
shone  down  so  fiercely  upon  the  field  of  stubble, 
without  any  shade  to  break  the  power  of  its  raj^s, 
that  Mr  Brain  was  overcome  by  the  heat,  and 
on  making  the  last  charge  of  that  last  day  he  lost 
all  consciousness.  For  some  hours  he  lay  un- 
der fire  from  the  enemy,  but  was  finally  carried  off 
the  field.  He  was  unable  to  rejoin  his  command 
until  the  next  day,  but  recovered  in  time  to  help 
haul  up  the  heavy  siege  guns  at  Malvern  Hill. 

After  his  discharge  from  the  army,  Mr.  Brain 
resumed  work  at  his  trade  as  a  mason  in  Jones- 
ville. In  that  city,  December  31,  1863,  he  mar- 
ried Miss  Mary  A.  Smith,  a  native  of  Hillsdale 
County,  Mich.  Soon  afterward  he  moved  to  Hills- 
dale, where  he  worked  at  hi?  trade.  In  the  fall  of 
1864  he  was  in  the  employ  of  the  Government  at 
Chattanooga,  Tenn.,  where  he  put  furnaces  in  a 
rolling-mill  built  by  the  Government  for  the  pur- 
pose of  re-working  the  old  rails  that  had  been  torn 
up  during  the  war.  He  also  built  piers  for  the 
Atlanta  Railroad.  While  in  the  South  the  famous 
Hood  campaign  occurred,  and  for  two  months  all 
supplies  were  cut  off  and  he  was  forced  to  live  on 
quarter  rations.  As  an  instance  of  the  high  price 
paid  for  provisions,  it  mar  be  stated  that  for  a 
dried-apple  pie  he  was  obliged  to  pay  $2. 

Returning  to  the  North  in  the  spring  of  1865, 
Mr.  Brain  located  at  Dowagiac,  Mich.,  where  he  re- 
mained a  few  months.  He  then  went  to  Bear 
Lake,  Manistee  County,  and  located  a  homestead, 
which  he  began  to  improve.  In  October,  1866,  he 
moved  his  family  to  the  land.  He  then  entered 
the  employ  of  T.  J.  Ramsdell,  the  contractor  for 
the  first  union  school   building   in  Manistee,  on 
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which  he  worked  until  the  completion  of  the  struct- 
ure. Much  of  his  time  afterward  was  spent  in 
this  city,  though  he  did  not  move  here  from  his 
farm  until  1872.  Among  the  buildings  constructed 
under  his  supervision  are  the  Jones  and  Nungesser 
Blocks,  Captain  Smith's  building,  First  Congrega- 
tional Church,  part  of  the  union  school  building, 
and  the  Canfieid,  Wheeler  and  Buckley  residences. 
His  attention  has  been  largely  given  to  general 
mason  work,  and  he  has  also  improved  sever^,l 
pieces  of  property  for  himself. 

Politically  Mr.  Brain  is  somewhat  independent 
in  his  views,  though  favoring  Republican  princi- 
ples. In  April,  1864,  he  was  made  a  Mason  at  La- 
fayette Lodge  No.  16,  and  has  been  an  influen- 
tial member  of  Manistee  Lodge  No.  228.  He  has 
served  as  Worshipful  Master  of  Manistee  Lodge, 
High  Priest  in  Manistee  Chapter  No.  65,  and  is 
the  present  Thrice  Illustrious  Master  of  Manistee 
Council  No.  46,  R.  &  S.  M.  He  is  also  identi- 
fied with  Manistee  Commandery  No.  32.  In  the 
Order  of  United  Workmen  he  has  been  Master  of 
his  lodge.  He  was  one  of  the  incorporators  of 
James  McGinley  Post  No.  201,  G.  A.  R.,  and  has 
been  active  in  its  circles. 

Mrs.  Mary  A.  Brain  died  December  16,  1893, 
after  having  become  the  mother  of  the  following 
children:  Annie  M.,  Mrs.  Ira  Mathias,  of  Chief 
Lake,  Mich.;  Flora  R.,  who  married  Charles  O'Con- 
nor, of  Buffalo,  N.  Y.;  Charles  W.,  bookkeeper 
for  the  Seymour  Transportation  Company,  of  Man- 
istee; William  R.,  who  is  engaged  in  milling  at 
Chief  Lake;  Lewis  E.,  who  works  in  a  mill  at  Em- 
pire; Frankie,  who  died  at  the  age  of  twenty 
months;  and  Aipheus  Smith,  fourteen  years  of  age, 
and  at  present  a  student  at  Niles,  this  state. 


^^^i^^^^^^j^-^^^^^^^^ 
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MILTON  W.  NEWKIRK,  attorney-at-law, 
County  Clerk  and  Register  of  Deeds  of 
Antrim  County,  and  one  of  the  influ- 
ential citizens  of  Bellaire,  was  born  in  Calhoun 
County,  Mich.,  August  3,  1859,  being  the  only 
child  of  Bevier  and  Emily  (Buffington)  Newkirk, 
natives  of   New  York   State.    His   father  and  a 


brother,  Cornelius,  were  only  sons,  and  were  of 
Holland-Dutch  descent. 

In  young  manhood  Bevier  Newkirk  removed 
from  New  York  to  Michigan,  and  in  1837  settled 
in  Calhoun  County,  near  Battle  Creek,  where  he 
remained  about  a  quarter  of  a  century,  engaged  in 
farm  pursuits.  He  at  present  makes  his  home  in 
Mancelona,  this  state.  His  wife  is  descended  from 
Puritan  ancestry,  and  is  a  daughter  of  David  Buff- 
ington, who  was  born  in  one  of  the  Eastern  States, 
and  followed  the  trade  of  a  blacksmith.  At  the 
time  of  his  death  he  was  about  eighty  years  of  age. 
He  was  a  man  of  great  energy,  robust  constitution 
and  powerful  frame,  and  in  business  was  more 
than  ordinarily  successful.  Possessing  a  deeply  re- 
ligious belief,  he  was  active  in  the  Christian  Church, 
of  which  he  was  a  member. 

The  boyhood  years  of  our  subject  were  passed 
principally  in  St.  Joseph  County,  where  he  attend- 
ed the  common  schools.  Ho  was  reared  upon  a 
farm,  remaining  with  his  parents  until  nineteen 
3'^ears  of  age,  when  he  left  home  and  started  out 
for  himself.  In  a  printing-office  at  Mancelona  he 
learned  "the  art  preservative,"  and  in  1882-83 
published  the  Elmira  Gazette  in  Otsego  County. 
Desiring  to  turn  his  attention  to  the  legal  profes- 
sion, he  then  began  the  study  of  law,  which  he 
conducted  in  the  office  of  W.  S.  Mesick,  of  Man- 
celona. Admitted  to  the  Bar  in  1886,  he  opened 
an  office  at  Elk  Rapids,  where  the  two  ensuing 
years  were  spent  in  the  management  of  a  general 
practice.  In  the  fall  of  1888  he  was  elected  Coun- 
ty Clerk  and  Register  of  Deeds,  and  has  been  re- 
elected three  successive  times,  at  present  serving 
his  fourth  term. 

August  3,  1889,  Mr.  Newkirk  was  united  in 
mairiage  with  Miss  Lottie  Duncan,  of  Midland, 
Mich.  Of  this  union  one  child,  Arthur,  has  been 
born.  Mrs.  Newkirk,  who  is  a  most  estimable  lady, 
is  actively  identified  with  the  Presbyterian  Church, 
and  is  prominent  in  social  circles.  Fraternally 
our  subject  affiliates  with  the  Masonic  order,  the 
Knights  of  Pythias  and  the  Order  of  the  Maccabees. 
In  his  political  views  he  is  a  stanch  upholder  of 
the  Republican  party,  the  principles  of  which  he 
supports  with  his  ballot  and  influence.  In  addi- 
tion to  the  above-named  offices,  in  which  he  has 
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served  with  credit  to  himself,  he  has  also  rendered 
efficient  service  as  a  member  of  the  Board  of 
Education,  and  as  Village  Attorney  of  Bellairefor 
one  term.  For  a  time  he  engaged  in  legal  practice 
alone,  but  recently  he  formed  a  partnership  with 
W.  8.  Mesick,  of  Mancelona,  and  the  firm  is  one  of 
the  most  prominent  and  successful  in  this  section 
of  the  state.  In  addition  to  a  valuable  residence 
propertj^  in  Bellaire,  Mr.  Newkirk  is  the  owner  of 
farm  and  timber  lands  in  Antrim  County,  and, 
while  not  wealthy,  is  blessed  with  a  comfortable 
amount  of  this  world's  goods. 


;=4**|*.|..|*  ^.{*«|*4.  - 


FRANK  W.  CLARK, Secretary  and  Treasurer 
of  the  Copemish  Roller-mill  Compan}^  has 
also  for  the  past  seven  years  been  general 
manager  of  the  Buckley  &  Douglas  Lumber  Com- 
pany's store  at  Copemish.  Fie  is  a  young  man  of 
excellent  financial  ability  and  general  information, 
and  is  a  valuable  assistant  to  his  employers,  as  well 
as  to  the  concern  with  which  he  is  officially  con- 
nected. He  is  a  native  of  Canada,  and  was  born 
in  Ingersoll,  Ontario,  November  30,  1865. 

Orange  Clark,  the  paternal  grandfather  of  Frank 
W.,  was  likewise  a  native  of  Canada,  and  was  a 
well-to-do  farmer  and  successful  railroad  contrac- 
tor. His  death  occurred  in  Canada  when  he  had 
reached  an  advanced  age.  Orange,  Jr.,  our  sub- 
ject's father,  was  born  in  Canada,  and  is  still  a 
resident  of  the  province  of  Ontario.  For  a  num- 
ber of  years  he  was  engaged  in  the  oil- refining 
business  at  Ingersoll  and  Guelph,  but  is  now  mak- 
ing his  home  in  the  city  of  Toronto.  His  wife, 
Diantha  M.,  was  a  daughter  of  John  Tick,  both  na- 
tives of  Canada,  the  latter  being  a  farmer,  who 
died  at  the  age  of  seventy-three  years. 

To  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Clark  were  born  seven  children, 
three  sons  and  four  daughters,  two  of  whom  have 
passed  to  the  silent  land.  Louise  is  the  wife  of 
John  A.  Cameron;  William  A.  is  the  second  of  the 
family;  Minnie  M.  became  the  wife  of  Charles  Mc- 
Clelland; Frank  W.  is  the  next  in  order  of  birth; 
and  Kate  Winnefred  is  the  youngest.  The  mother 
of  these  children  passed  to  her  final  rest  in  April, 
1892,  being  then  in  the  sixty-fifth  year  of  her  age. 

The   boyhood  of  Frank  W,  Clark   was  quietly 


passed  in  Ingersoll,  the  place  of  his  birth.  There 
he  received  his  elementary  education,  which  he 
subsequently  completed  by  a  course  of  training  in 
the  Guelph  Institute.  When  only  thirteen  years 
of  age  he  began  to  learn  telegraphy,  and  was  the 
operator  at  Ingersoll  for  one  year.  He  then  went 
into  the  city  office  of  the  North- Western  Railroad, 
and  six  months  later  took  charge  of  the  telegraph 
office,  general  store  and  postofflce  at  Mt.  Elgin. 
Six  months  later  he  went  to  Manistee,  Mich.,  and 
entered  the  employ  of  Messrs.  Buckley  &  Douglas. 
From  1881  until  1888  he  was  bookkeeper  and  log- 
sealer  in  the  various  lumber  camps  owned  by  that 
company,  and  for  the  past  thirteen  years  he  has 
been  a  faithful  employe  of  the  concern. 

On  the  1st  of  March,  1889,  Mr.  Clark  was  united 
in  marriage  with  Miss  Edith  Peterson,  a  daughter 
of  William  K.  and  Mary  (Lovelace)  Peterson. 
Two  children  have  been  born  to  our  subject  and 
his  wife,  namely:  Douglas  Warner  and  William 
Ward. 

The  honor  of  being  appointed  the  first  Post- 
master at  Copemish  was  bestowed  upon  Mr.  Clark, 
and  for  four  years  he  held  the  office  to  the  satis- 
faction of  all  concerned.  In  his  political  views  he 
is  a  thorough  Republican,  believing  that  the  prin- 
ciples advocated  by  that  party  are  best  adapted 
to  the  welfare  of  the  country.  Socially  he  is  iden- 
tified with  the  Odd  Fellows  and  the  Knights  of 
Pythias.  He  owns  a  good  residence  propertj^  in 
this  place,  and  also  has  considerable  money  invest- 
ed in  timber-land  in  Benzie  County.  Though  his 
business  career  covers  only  a  few  years,  he  has 
already  manifested  his  ability  and  the  qualities 
which  are  sure  to  win  success. 


<)C«^'*M*^*^*^4*«^*^♦*^*»jSg«^«^*^♦«M*«^4**^4*♦*^x> 


JOHN  GIBERSON  has  been   engaged  in  legal 
practice  at  Clare  since  March,  1887.     Prior 
to  that  date  he  was  a  resident  of  Chase,  Lake 
County,  and  was  elected  on  the  Prohibition 
ticket  to  serve  as  County  Prosecuting  Attorney. 
Since  coming  here  he  has  been  the  Citj^  Attorney 
for  six  years.    In  the  local  civic  societies  he  is 
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identified  with  John  Q.  Look  Lodge  No.  404, 
A.  F.  &  A.  M.;  with  the  Uniformed  Rank  of  the 
Knights  of  Pythias,  and  with  the  Knights  of  the 
Maccabees. 

Tlie  parents  of  the  gentleman  just  mentioned 
are  William  and  Mary  Ann  (Larley)  Giberson, 
both  natives  of  New  Brunswick,  where  their  mar- 
riage was  celebrated.  They  emigrated  to  Michi- 
gan, their  first  location  being  at  Milford,  Oakland 
County,  after  which  they  settled  in  Genesee  Coun- 
ty. For  many  years  the  father  was  engaged  in 
running  hotels  at  different  towns  between  Flint 
and  Saginaw.  In  his  declining  years  he  retired 
from  active  life,  and  died  at  Mt.  Morris,  June  8, 
1882,  aged  seventy-six  years.  His  wife  also  died 
at  Mt.  Morris,  after  reaching  her  eighty-fourth 
year. 

In  a  family  of  ten  children  John  Giberson  is 
next  to  the  youngest.  Two  of  the  number  died 
in  childhood,  and  the  others  are  as  follows:  Elsie, 
Mrs.  Abraham,  of  Lapeer,  Mich.;  Augusta,  Mrs. 
Stearns,  who  died  at  Clare;  Mrs.  Mahala  Smith,  a 
resident  of  Detroit;  Mrs.  Martha  Garland,  whose 
home  is  in  Arbela,  Tuscola  County;  Mrs.  Esther 
Hughes,  who  died  at  Mt.  Morris;  William,  a  farmer 
and  merchant  of  Clio,  Genesee  County;  and  Ella, 
Mrs.  Bates,  of  Wingleton,  Lake  County,  this  state. 

The  birth  of  John  Giberson  occurred  in  Genesee 
County,  Mich.,  October  22,  1848.  He  obtained 
bis  education  in  the  common  schools,  and  remained 
under  the  parental  roof  until  he  was  married,  Oc- 
tober 18,  1870.     The  lady  of  his  choice  was  Miss 


Susan,  daughter  of  David  Clark,  a  farmer,  whose 
home  was  in  Kent  County  for  many  3^ears  prior  to 
his  death.  Mrs.  Giberson  was  born  in  Livingston 
County,  this  state,  and  by  her  marriage  has  become 
the  mother  of  three  children,  namely:  Albert  R., 
William  Clark  and  Mary  Grace. 

On  beginning  the  active  business  of  life  on  his 
own  account,  John  Giberson  became  his  father's 
successor  in  the  hotel  business  at  Mt.  Morris,  and 
was  thus  employed  up  to  1873.  For  one  summer 
he  was  manager  of  a  hotel  at  Lapeer,  after  which 
he  came  to  this  point,  and,  in  partnership  with  his 
brother,  engaged  in  general  merchandising.  This 
connection, under  the  firm  name  of  Giberson  Bros,, 
was  in  existence  until  the  fall  of  1875,  when  they 
closed  out  their  interests  and  located  at  Evart. 
They  also  owned  a  shmgle-mill,  which  they  oper- 
ated for  several  years.  From  1877  until  the  fall 
of  1878  our  subject  conducted  a  grocery  trade. 

It  was  in  the  spring  of  1879  that  Mr.  Giberson 
began  the  study  of  law  at  Evart,  and  a  year  later 
he  was  admitted  to  the  Bar  of  Osceola  County. 
He  continued  his  studies,  however,  and  that  fall 
entered  the  law  department  of  the  University  of 
Michigan,  from  which  he  was  graduated  as  a  mem- 
ber of  the  Class  of  '81.  A  year  later  he  went  to 
Manistee,  and  for  about  twelve  months  was  en- 
gaged in  law  practice  with  S.  W.  Fowler.  Subse- 
quently he  practiced  at  Chase,  Lake  County,  and 
then  came  to  Clare.  Both  he  and  his  wife  are 
members  of  the  Congregational  Church,  and  have 
the  good-will  and  friendship  of  all  who  have  the 
pleasure  of  their  acquaintance. 
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Weeks,  William  A 516 
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